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SA  BANS BOOKS FOB BASUTOIANO
a Objectionable” Literature 

Seized in tbe Customs
giiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiî

I AFRICAN I 
I SCULPTOR I

= JOHANNESBURG.
E Last week the one-man show 
= of the 25-year-oId sculptor 
= Vincent Kunialo, seen here in 
E our picture, was opened by Mr. 
E Khabi Mngoiiia of the Jubilee 
E Centre. The gallery was 
E crowded and in a short while 
E Mr. Kumalo had sold 14 sculp- 
E tures.
E Mr. Mngoma said of his 
E close friend: ‘‘Mr. Kumalo’s
E work is not tribal. He is ex- 
E pressing himself in his urban 
= environment. He is deeply in- 
= volved in the complex m ^ern 
E life of South Africa, and his 
E work is completely contempo- 
S  rary.”

MASERU.
NEGOTIATIONS are at pre­

sent being conducted be­
tween Sir John Maud, the 
British High Commissioner, and 
the South African Government 
in connection with the future 
relations between tbe Protecto­
rates and the Republic.

One of the matters which will no 
doubt come under discussion is the 
Customs agreement between the pro­
tectorates and the Republic, in terms 
of which the censorship policies of 
the Nationalist Government are au­
tomatically applied to the territories.

OBJECTIONABLE
The South African Government 

refuses to allow the passage to 
Basutoland of any publications 
deemed “indecent, obscene or ob­
jectionable” under the South Afri­
can Customs Act.

Thus British citizens in the Pro­
tectorates are placed in the same 
position as South Africans, and 
have their reading material censored 
by the Nationalist Government.

Recently Mr. Ronald Segal des­
patched about 400 copies of “Africa 
South in Exile” to Mr. V. J. 
Matthews, a Maseru attorney, for 
distribution in Basutoland.

“Africa South in Exile” is banned 
in South Africa but not in Basuto­
land. Yet the Collector of Customs 
and Excise in Durban wrote to Mr. 
Matthews:

“I have to inform you that the 
periodical ‘Africa South in Exile’ 
has been declared objectionable.

“Its importation into South Africa 
and the Protectorates is prohibited 
in terms of the Customs Act No. 55 
of 1955, and the Customs Agree­
ment between the Protectorates and 
the Republic.

“The above-mentioned consign­
ment addressed to you and detained 
in the State Warehouse is therefore 
seized, and a transcript of section 
148 of the Customs Act is enclosed 
for your information.”

UP M Y A L L E Y
I T S  getting so you can’t do 

thing, let alone say it.
No meetings, no reading, likely 

no visitors, and now it looks al­
most as if they’re trying to pre­
vent marriage.

#  And I don't mean mixed 
marriages. That’s been sewn up 
already.

I’m talking about MARRIAGE. 
Or anyhow, what goes with it.

Becau.se I see that the hatchet- 
men of the censors have just said 
no-entry to a book on marriage 
guidance, called “He and She.”

I suppose it is one of those 
publications designed to give ad­
vice to the young and iggerant. 
Anyway, they’re not allowed to 
read it.

The next thing you'll hear is 
that the Special Branch will be 
attending meetings of the marriage 
guidance councils some churches 
have set up round and about.

#  But they can't win, believe 
me. A.S the old folks say, you 
don't need to teach the young­
sters anything. They already know 
how.

★
flV ) a lot of whites in this coun- 
-*■ try. the arrival in Cape Town 
harbour of a ship captained and 
officered by non-whites must have 
been something out of Ripley’s 
“Believe it Or Not.”

ic Captain Lilywbite (I bet a

gjiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiiiiiiiiiBiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

I Cope Town Slogan Painting |

This slogan was painted on a wall in District Six, Cape Town, last week. Other slogans nearby condemned
Group Areas and the transfer of Coloured education.

New Age Offices Raided 
In Durban And P.E.

N E W  Age offices were raided 
by Special Branch police in 

Durban and Port Elizabeth last 
week. In Durban, raids were 
also conducted on the homes 
and offices of three leaders of 
the Congress of Democrats— 
Dr. G. Miedlinger, Mr. Ronnie 
Kasrils and Mr. Melville 
Fletcher.

The three members of the Special 
Branch who raided the New Age 
offices in Durban suddenly ended 
their half-hour long search with an 
exclamation: “Ah! This is what we 
are looking for,” after one of them 
had found a telegram addressed to 
Mr. Ronnie Kasrils lying on one of 
the desks in the office.

The telegram read as follows:
“Delighted congratulations con-

lot of bardsbelled Nats would 
even object to the name), Pakista­
ni captain of the ship, kept his 

crew ashore because he found it 
impo.ssibic to explain our race 
laws.

We can’t blame him. Even Par­
liament tries hard to arrive at a 
definition of the saintly handle of 
“blanke.”

★
fl'^HE Cullud Affairs Department 

are busy once again trying to 
sell us brown folk to the world.

This time its a snazzy, glossy 
brochure in black and white and 
technicolour full of what we’s 
done. The world will be surprised 
to know that in the coloured com­
munity there are businessmen, 
teachers, nurses, singers, flower- 
sellers, fishermen, actors and 
actresses, and even members of 
the Coloured Affairs Council.

#  The whole thing falls flat. 
What the CAD has proved is that 
the coloureds are no different 
from anybody else anywhere else 
in any part of the world, and 
don’t need a special department 
to look after them.

★
#  Overheard at Hibiscus Queen 

Contest: “Gosh, what a lovely 
swim-suit.”

“Oh, it’s nothing, really.”
“That’s what I like about it.” 

ALEX LA GUMA.

CHARGED UNDER 
SUPPRESSION ACT

JOHANNESBURG.
Bartholomew Hlapane, an ex- 

ANC Provincial Executive member 
in the Transvaal, appeared in the 
Magistrate’s Court in Johannesburg 
on Saturday, May 12. He is charged 
under the Suppression of Commu­
nism Act.

Hlapane was arrested in February 
and the police allege that some 
documents were found on him. He 
was arrested near Baragwanath 
Hospital by uniformed police of the 
SAP. •

Mr. Joe Slovo is appearing for the 
defence.

The case was remanded to June 
18, in the Jo'burg Regional Court.

Continuation Committee 
Case Appeal

JOHANNESBURG 
The Government has decided to 

lodge an appeal in the Appellate 
Division against the judgment given 
recently by Mr. Justice Trollip in 
which the 12 leaders of the Contin­
uation Committee were found not 
guilty of furthering the aims of an 
unlawful organisation, the ANC.

The matter was heard in Pretoria 
this week and has been postponed 
sine die.

vey to all. From: Ben C.O.D.”
Mr. Ronnie Kasrils told New Age 

he could not understand the Special 
Branch’s interest in the telegram. 
“The message is obvious. It was 
sent to us after Dr. Miedlinger, Mr. 
Fletcher and 1 were discharged 
when we appeared before the Kok- 
stad Supreme Court charged with 
having contravened the Transkeian 
Emergency Regulations,” he added.

INTIMIDATION
Although Lieut. W. Truter, a 

senior member of the Special 
Branch, is reported in a local daily 
to have said that the raids were 
purely routine, it is significant that 
only these three leaders were 
searched.

Making this point, the Congress 
of Democrats in a statement to the

press said, “Even though the three 
men had been found not guilty in 
the Supreme Court, they are now 
being subjected to intimidation.” 

WARRANTS
In Port Elizabeth the detectives 

raiding New Age were armed with 
warrants listing various organisa­
tions and materials which were to be 
seized with a view to prosecuting.

The organisations included Um- 
butho we Sizwe, the Congress of 
Democrats, SACTU, the NationrJ 
Convention. The materials men­
tioned in the warrants related to re­
ceipts, cash and ledger books of the 
organisations.

The detectives spent more than 30 
minutes in the New Age offices and 
seized several documents, publica­
tions and files.

Special Branch Raids 
Before Turok’s ArrOsl

JOHANNESBURG. 
lUTR. Ben Turok, National Secre- 

tary of the Congress of Demo­
crats and ex-Provincial Councillor 
for tbe Africans in the Western 
Cape region, has been detained 
under the notorious 12-day no bail 
law after appearing in the Magis­
trate’s Court, Johannesburg, on 
Saturday May 12.

He is being charged under Act 26 
of 1956 for “being in possession of 
explosives with intent to cause 
damage to property.” An alternative 
charge of “Arson” also appears on 
the charge sheet.

A certificate for Mr. Turok’s 
detention was signed by the 
attorney-general, Mr. C. W. Rein.

The magistrate in remanding the 
case till Tuesday May 22 stated that 
this was being done as the matter 
was still being investigated by the 
police.

According to Major Lamprechts 
of the Special Branch at the 
“Grays,” Mr. Turok has been 
arrested in connection with investi­
gations of botnb explosions which 
took place last December in Johan­
nesburg.

It is understood that Mr. Turok 
will have to undergo a preparatory 
examination in the Regional Court 
once the investigations have been 
completed.

This arrest follows on searches 
made during the week at various 
prominent political leaders’ houses. 
Amongst those raided were Advo­
cate Duma Nokwe, Mr. Walter Si- 
sulu, Mr. Yusuf Cachalia, Dr. Aziz 
Kazi, and Mr. “Kathy” Kathrada.

Mr. Kathrada alleges that the 
police started searching his flat be­
fore he arrived home.

After arresting Mr. Turok at his 
office in the centre of Johannesburg, 
five Special Branch detectives drove 
him to his house where they carried 
out a most intensive search that 
lasted three hours. They then re­
turned to the COD office in town 
and searched for another two hours.

In every case, the detectives had 
warrants empowering them to search 
for plastic containers, plastic water 
bottles, one gallon tins, tin stoppers, 
rubber gloves french chalk, nitric 
acid and other substances. Mr. 
Kathrada told “New Age” that 
when the detectives found two 
bottles of medicine in his drawers, 
they seemed to be satisfied and 
stopped searching almost imme­
diately.

The investigating officer. Detective 
Sergeant van Wyk of the Special 
Branch, is the same man who is in 
charge of the Ramoutsi case. Mr. 
Harold Wolpc appeared on behalf 
of Mr. Turok.
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