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ér-‘a"'l‘o Tshidl are credited several children namely Mojanku and Mo jankunyars
both females), Tlhutlwa,Mokgothu, Leshomo,({ Thatanel MangwoppofﬂﬁﬁE\
‘by several wives and in that order of rank —_————————
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In Tswana iaw, if a man, and especia.ly a man of royal rank -dies and
1eaves a widow, and especiaily if he dles mjm chiidiess, one of his
brothers may Legitimately procreate with his widow (or widows).The
chiidren so ralsed are counted to the deceased. Thus a man dying, say
in 1960 can have chiidren born to him in 1v¥62 and subsequent years.
Even if he dies in eariy youth prior to his marriage, a brother may
take a woman to whom the deceased was betrothed , or for that matter
any woman, and beget chitdren with her on hehaif of his deceased brother
This 1s termed 'ralising the seed to the deceased' or 'keeping the fire
burning in the house of the deceased', It is an attempt at perpetuity;
it is almost a defiance of mortatity.
The chiidren so ralsed are regarded in every respect as coming from the
Loins of the deceased and they enjoy his status and rights to the fuiLl-
est emtent. Such were some of the sons of Tau and kxxxmmm and their zam
issue; such were most of the issue of Tshidi, and such thEximymmx some
if not most of the issue of Tshidi's son Tihutiwa, and such also xmzk
of the issue of the some
1ssue of their predecessors for centuries and centu

ries before, }It is known xkak among antiquarians that Tshidi the
putative son of Tauwas in fact the natural son of Seleka, the eldest
of Tau's own sons , that Tihutiwa and his brother Mokgothu, the
putative sons of Tshidi were in point of fact the natural sons of
wakgetia - Tshidis haifl brother, 1t is even said that Tau and his
brother Tawana the father of Montshiwa and Moiema and others warlau
and ‘awana though supposed to be Tihutiwa's sons were , in point of
fact the naturai sons of Mokgothu , XawmmaTihutiwa's bother of junior
rank o What a confusion of inheritance : What a muddie of succession
and mmadxExmx succession of muddie and confusion, It requires no great
stretch of imagination to visualise the irreguiarities and disorder
thus imported 1into kingly succession, and to reaiise the reasons for
the frequent disputes and divisions arising therefrom. This was the
reagon, as we shall see later, why Leshomo, instaiiled as regent for
Tawana, refused to vacate the seat for him, Contrary to Tswana iaw,
he maintained that Tawana was the son of his(ueshomo's) younger
brother -ilokgothu,

As the wards of the Tshidi ®aroiong clan are stiLlL graded accor-
ding to the rank of Tihutiwa's sons, and as Tihutiwa is
zR Montshiwa's granfather, it is as welLl to describe Tihutiwa's Xxzx=
chiidren, They are Tau and Tawana and lioshweta by the first house-
composed of three sisBiers - lMorwa, lMorwanyane and Motshidisi, daughters
of rhetihu Makgetia, and married as one person to suppiement each other,
a thing that can oniy happen in Tswana l1life. Then comes Lekgetho hyxkhe
sezondxhonxs adopted and interpoiated into the second house, very much
as lMoroka placed his adopted son Tshipinare above his (Moroka's) own
children., Next comes Masetiha by the xx» third house, then Legae and
“ekone by the fourth house and finaily Matsheka, Schematicaily =
TLHUTLWA ol (a) lMorwa,daughter of ZAwe¥%shu Yakgetla=- - Tau

(b) Morwanyane ,, ,, ) ) -~ Tawana

(c) llotshidisi ;; AP = - = lloshwe.la
Xo2 Ma=-iekgetho with issue Lekgetho
23 Mmu , daughter of Maetso » ~Yafgsetiha
Xe4d Kefaliotse ,, ss JMotihaku « = Legae , Lekone
X5 Ma sukutswane ss Jthufa - - Matgheka,

With the demise of Tihutiwa, Makgetia, who had successfully amalgamated
the Tshidi and Makgetia clans and was had been regent for Tshidi, and
then for Tshidi's son Tihutiwa.now became regent for Tikmkxwatzmxzmn
Tawana- The highest ranking of Tihutiwa's survivibg sons. He was thus
the effective ruier of the Tshidi-iakgetia union for three generations,.




] With the demise of Tlhyélwa, Makgetla ! who had been D
regent for Tshidi, and/Tskidils—son Tlhutlwaz ws nowiregent for Nehi@4's
ndson Tawana ', the highest ranking of tie surviving sons of Tlihutlwa,
e out 1790, Makgetla led a powerful army against the Bahurutshe of Mamxya
o hnyana on the Madikwena (Marico)xand although Wéf‘eated them, and cap-
tured large herds of eattle, he “was killed , * Meokqelk
M Leshomo, the eldest surviving brother of Tlhuthﬁ?wae now appointed
regent for his nephéw Tawana, & lad of about t';gn yearis of age
f _—>and'a state of constant war
i /B ad blood/bxistdi%}otween the Parolong and the Bahurutshe tribes under
(Kontle and Manysna™“, In wne of the frequent clashes between them, Mokgothu
| younger brothaﬁ/of Tlhutlwa Immkxkiwxxiifs was slain,
t

o avenge the* death of lokgothu s&—few . years—previcusly
dt—thedr hands) =g . s
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“$HwAhout 1800 Leshomo tRXRXE g rksrx the new regent
moved from Lotlhakane to Ga-Tshebethwane near the present Disaneng, This
he was forced to do by the frequent attacks of ht Bushmen, and also
because Mmkxix M,dirwagale, who had driven the Tshidl people from Phitshe
ane 1lé miles furgher west had been crushed bg Mokalaka and had fled to
the Batlhaping, where he subsequently died, Ya=Tshebethwane lies 1in the
wedge formed by the confluence of Fhe Molopo River and Ramatlabama spruif,
11 1814 sericus trouble developed between shomo and Xawamx an his
néphew Tawane, ¥kaxx for whom he had now been acting fpe abour I¥® years,
& nd showed no inclination of vacating the seat for its rightful owner,
40 although Tawana was now a man Qfé?? _ears and had several wives and ¢
children, éF%‘& Mericangans ¥ o, Manmervule. v Mane)
By hisf#rst wifé Dikgang, who by the way was Leshomo's daughter, he had
already four daughters By his second wife - Mosela, & princessof the "a
Rapulans clan of the Barolong tribe, he had 4. s -Seetsela, Tlala,
o Motshegare and lMolema, ahd a daughter Majang.Aig;gii third wife Sebud Q e
&“%' Phetlhu was expect®nt, 7= : rn#lf* : s e 4
;yb s bk Tawana demanded hils right to be enthroned but heshomo demurred
4 and a clash followed’in consequence ofsw ich he bribe was divided betw-
-een the contestants, the larger perty going té Leshomo, and the weaker
party of Tawana being forced to fly, first to Loporung, beyond Phitshane,
and then to Tsoaneg, opposite Xkikxx and to the north of rhitshane,
It was here; during this flight that Montshiwa was born to Tawana and his
principal wife Sebudio, daughter gﬁ ﬁ%gglhu “akgetla, The year yas
about 1815, t eason was & Erone of dust storms the e d
Vg}%‘ﬁf winter,~and therefore proba%‘]_@g;gt{l“m ?ﬂ"
% e name Montshiwa 1tselfA@ells e clrcumstances of the child's birth.
It meand one forced out or extruded(from home), amxmxiies one banished,
an exile, meaning tha the baby:ﬂjﬁ expatriated or expelled by Leshomo
fromnthe tribal headquarters,«® Lako euly movidsha 7 ’
With the hepp of Makaba, the warrior chief of the Bangwaketse, howevef
Tawana was able to march against “eshomo, signally defeat him am@xdlislodge
im from Ga-Tshebethwane, and #rive him to Matsekane in the land of the
ahuridtshe, and assume his rightful place as chief of the Tshidi branch
.J, “of the ®arolong, Tawana now made his eapitel at Phitshane and here fus Son
z’r Montshiwa spent the tender years of his life 1815 to 1820, e
puskpdi. The rebels who had sided with Leshomo gradually returned from :
z?~”<matsekane, and when Leshomo himself.died in 1818, they nearly all came bac
back tmxgmimxkkm under Matsheka kxaxxksifsbrmiRsrxmfxTikmkiwx} a son of
Tlhutlwa by an inferior wife, and therefore & half-brother of Tawana,
They were received back into the fold, and their sin condoned, But even
today, after a century and a quarter, their defection is often cast imkm
in the teeth of their descendands asf@the rebels of Matsekane', LTI .
‘qg2‘ Alattng - Hearuma " Ba ~Malsekarne - yeanrnqg e
: In 1822, the country became filled with rumours and alarums of wars,
Tshaka the Zulu tyrant had turned the EZulu and adjoining countries up=-side
down by his military exploits and wholesale decimations, Fugitive tribes
fleeing from his sword had become invaders of pther tribes in their path
of flight until S,A had become a seething eauldron of inter-tribal viol-
ence and bloodshed, Stories of these deeds hast gradually infiltrated even
into the remote regilons of the “atswana country, at first verz vague and
V. ifAbastic, but gradually recleving body a2% form and circumstance as one
T or another of the fugltive mobs became organised and fell successively
upon one tribe affbr another of the Patswana,
The rumours crsyallised into fact when 1t was known that a horde, of
g?gﬁgoigaddaminant element was the Batlokwa from the nithern parts of




B ' o—

Bad biood and a constant state of war existed between the Tshidi-
llakgetia tribe and the Bahurutshe tribes of Madikwena ( Marico) under
Kontie and Manyana. In one of the frequent ciLashes between them ,
Mokgothu, younger brother of Tihutiwa was slain, Soon after about L790
llakgetia Lled a powerful army to against the ¥mx cian of Manyana to
avenge this death of Mokgothu. He carried alil before him, utterly
routed them and captured many cattle, but at the very end of the battle
he was himself fatally wounded.

Leshomo, the eldest surviving brother of Tlhutlwa and lMokgothu was
now appoin o ’ 3 na e b g e .
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____ Here comes another interesting Tswana custom. Sebudio, although married
“third in point of time was recognised as Tawana's principal wife, and there=

_ fore kmr Tawanals issue by her took precedence of rank above his issue by

-other wives, &Xx even though such children might be many years mixid#r older

T Sebuglio s, This is because the principal wife of a chief was deter-
nined and selected for him by the royal princes. Intrigue was by no means
excluded, and uncles often weighted the seles in favour of their daughters,
In this particular case Sebudio was Tawena'! magernal cousin -she was ghe
daughter of phetlhu, bbother of Tawana's mother -lorwanyane.
To make Sebudlo and her issue absolutely safe and sure against any possible
claims and dispute by bther wuves married earlier, or their issue, it was

‘arranged and given out that Tawana was marrying Sebudio on behalf of his

i

brother Tau whé had dlied in youth and before he could marry, and now,
therefore, Tawana's chi en by Sebudio were counted to Tau; it was seed
raised to him, to keep fire buning. And-as Tapd/would have been chief
; 9 1f he had lived9
6bﬁore Tawana, so his supposed children must take precedence before all
the sm children of Tawana, ; :




5;‘ and dispersed

7" Basotholand, under bhe command of an aéazon by the name of Mma-Nthatisi
‘ had early in the year 1823 fallen upon/the Seleke branch of the Barolong
under their chief X¥mxm Sefunelo (father of Moroka) at assi on the Vaal
R%that the invaders had then procedded northwardﬁl attacked and scattered the
Bahurutshe of Diutluleng at Kadichwene on the ™arico River, The jparafiders
had then fallen upon the Bakwena of Moruakgomo at Borithe, who just
then divided and weakened by clvil strife were an easy prey to the invaders
As the country began to look more and more like a desert, the Manthatisi
horde now turned 'south along the Notwane river and in due course assaulted
the Pangwaketse of MakabalIl at Ranaka,That warrior chief was the firs$y to
inflict a heawy defeat upon this hitherto invincible mob about the end of
Mgy 1823, RSy Ry
Itwas at this time/ that the Tshidi Bar@long of Tawana at Phitshane
only 50 miIeg mx away, madd hurried preparations to evacuate their town,
Early in the cold morning m of June 1823 pack owen were loaded with ¥
foodstuffs and houseware, /wommn, children and oldmen filled the roud to
he s,E; cattle, sheep and goats were collected and driven aﬁ“QuicH'pace by
oys and young men, while fighting men formed the rear guard of the retr-
eating multitude, now 8 yrs old
It is probable that young Montshiwa/wes one of the boys
driving the cattle, for as a chief's son and heir presumptive he had to be
hardened and inured to harships and familiarided with the dangers of tribal
life of those days, when men carried thei¥f lives in their hands from day

today, 4nd a chief had always to be at the forefront of his warriors and
in tbe\fhickest—Qﬂ_§h§~£1§%3%_§;gagggtf§§: the earliest years trained.to
despide danger, or at least to vely¥§&mmﬁﬂﬂm*“m“””4“’md““‘“ﬂa&-
The Tshidi Barolong were fleeing from the imminent attack of the
Batlokwa, Phitshane being more or less in their line of advance southward,
The refugees could think of only one place to go to, and that was Khunwans,
the headquarters of their Ratlou kinsmgafga%; Chief Kgosi,
Tbe ene did not, however procee itshane, but took ay more east
-rly route, crossing the Molopo river near its source, somewhere about the
present site of Mafikeng, After resting hereffor a day or two, they conti-
nued their march southward, and about the 1dth of June, they swooped down
upon the town of Khunwana, now occupled by the “armimmg Ratlou barolong
of Kgosi and the recent arrivals in the Tshidi Barolong of Tawana, who
had thus , as 1t were jumped from the frying pan into the fire by leaving
Phitshane areel Al )~€é"7umfr-—~\nﬂ o F 3 manAaion
At an o Pe’ Rendered if possible more ﬂnx;xxxxn savage by their defeat at
the hands of the Bangwaketse of Makaba, the “atlokwa/gave the Barolong no
quarter, and fight as thkay might the ®arolong under their #¥& brave
young chief Kgosi of the Ratlou, E;: enemy carried all before them, slew
hundreds of people including the chief himself,seized large droves of
cattle, sheep and goats, and comm né Kﬁ wana to the flames, (o -reqerd”
The Tshidl Barolong of Tawa lou people, now under Gontse\
now retraced their steps xm back to Phitshane “Better had it been for then
if they had never left it, (9t /6//1823)  [oek Nokamong nean
Ag for the Manthatisi marauders hiﬁgﬁ §% ing Khunwana they Qénti-
ued south to the Batlhapin: countr¥P L88hAkong by storm and zuxx
VY¢as was th eir custom, set iy on fireA and were about to advance on’ Kuruman
¥ when they were attacked and defeated by 16064 armed and mounted CGriguas
o under their chiefs Adam Kok, Andries Waterboer and bBarend Barends, opport=
gf unely summoned by the missionary Robert Moffat, and assisted vociferously
by 2,000 Batlhaping of Chief Mothibl § The Rev Moffat estimated thef¥ num=
ber xxxxhnnxxtﬁzﬁﬁﬂ of the enemy at about 40,000, They were commanded by Y/
lelsgare ,anit Kgaraganye/ and Chuane, s Hhait
13 fhulshame.  The flight of the Tshidid to Khunwana and their defeat and forced
returg/with the Hatlous was in the middle ofmwinter (June 1823), They had
to face indescribable hardships, Hundreds died by the spears and battle-
axes of the enemy, and other hundreds perished by the road side from fati-
gue, hunger and exposure, while many others- the feeble and the old, were
devoured by beasts of prey.- lions and tigers/that prowled around them by
night and day, For many years after, thelr bones bleached in the sun, a grim
_and eloquent testimony of their tragic historg
A year acfter the re-settlement of the Parolong at Phitshane, Robert
I Moffet arrived there on his way to vigit Makeba, the Pangwaketse chilef at
Kgwakgwe, e was accompanied by a pady of Griquas of Barend ®arends , It
is very probable that he was the first white man that Montshiwa had ever
seen, It 1s mmwakkt certain that this was the first occasion that Moffat
had ever met this (Thsidi) branch of the Barolonge. He describes ¥m Tawana
s gy a"weak imbscile-looking men"(p,.388 Missionary “abours).
S dEH&ﬁ%e?EYnETQW Tawana are ofcourse all dead, The last of them was




ot cordl,  WrealoSim Joo Rodlor o Selddia, scefitns of Folnrioten

e A8d1" ©F Hecees . The--lagt of them — was his
davghter-in-law, Mosadikwen?, wife of Saane , Tawana's youngest son. She @i
olw diedfin 1940, According tol them Tayana was of middle stature, ¥x=xxy light
L~ complexion, a very flat nose and a remarkably protruding lower lip, This
aq¢ last feature wbuld account for the appearance of ilmbecilityys-The descrip-
tion accords, in the main with Maffat's and Bain's characterisation, >
hEEﬂIMoffat found at pPhitshane,/Beésides Tawana and his people)other chilefs =
Gontse and Sefunelo (Movoﬁa s father) and their people; as well as some
Bangw ketse underftheir subchief Marumulwa (grandson of llskaba), and algso
“ some pahurutshe refugees under LencBe, The people were living under very
I mkserable/conditions of hunger and destitution, so much so that many were
: ready to sell their children for a mere pittance, a sheep or even beads
&P (pe289 Miss “ab,), Pestilence and dlsease followed in the wake of famine
and squalor,ami swelled the death rate to alarming proportions and threw
a pall of gloom and despailr over an already dispirited people., " You see
howmany himan bones lie scattered on the plaln and hovmany of us are dying
of hunger, the result of 1&§£ gggg sgourge when the I %pis drove us
from Khunwana," These are t 7 of Tawana to Moffa the latter was
MW through Phitshane again on his way back Rmamx¥ to Kuruman
from his visit to llakaba ere was confusion and panic as a resuét o}wg%
of an impending attack from another tribe vaguely connecped with
It was g little more a year since the ®arolong h=d been attacke by
the Manthatis awana was begging Moffat and the Griquas fmrhmix
military assistancgdThe were Bataung under theirchiefs Moletsane and
his father llophethe and theirigﬁégg warrior lokgare after whom the Katsw-
ana often call this horde 'Makgare' or people of llokgare,
Tt is generally beleived that the Bataung army was part of the Manthatisis
horde, It is ceriain that at first some of them formed part of that bandi-
tti but not under thelr hereditary chiefs, AkxmxIakmwe
an-¥ds-indoponddnt-0arrer-0L-papine -2nd -p1008pROE ~ -~ ~wc= =~ 4ER0F~-Lormod
axdizkinzixénkiyxand -
At a later perlod the Bataung sectlion formed a distinet entity and comme
enced an independent carrer of rapine and bloodshed , They moved to and
fro for several months in the partially desolated rectangular area encl=
osed by the imwmx upper, ¥aal in the south, the Harts R in the west, the M
the Molopo and Maricoﬂﬁgﬂ in the north and the Mool R, (Potchefstroom) on
the east, Their principal victims were the blaeding batslana tribes in
that area amri Including the Seleka arolong of Sefunelo, whom they had
attacked at Makwasi at the end of May 1824, fmrmingxkkem( Broadbent p,128)
‘ﬁorcing them to flee northward to joln their kinsmen, the Xkx Tshidi and
atlou ®Parolong at Phitshane as we have noted above,
It was in pursult of the people of Sefunelo that the Bataung
5%f appeared before Phitshane about six weeks after the formers' arrival, and
- it was at this juncture that Myffat and the Griquas of Barend ﬂarends
arrived also at rhitshane from the Bangwaketse country, Tawana placed his
warrlors under the commandmm of his eldest surviving son Tlala and his
cousin Mokgetsl (both of the Malau Hegiment)|uSeleka men were generalled
by Tshapadira, chief Sefumelo's brother, while, 3 pers —char-
i, ge—of xR&Satlou regiments iﬂ *dz;zz%f]&¢@ *
The ®arolong went out 1n the night to meet the advancing ehemy
m»MLﬁand engaged him them in the marrkng eariy/%h the bed of the Molopo river
opposite the hillock Bosadiljwapitse, It was soon clear that the Eataung
were superjor ir wggﬁﬁgg_and courage, and their chief Moletsane an old
strategist,\ a olong fled precipitately., At this critical moment
the G gt srpf B arend hg; » moved thereto by the entreaties of Tawana
came 'ﬂféﬁé g route he Bataung and forced them to retreat in
disorder, leaving their cattle in the hands of the viectors, and their heaw
brave leader Mophethe, father of lMoletsane, slain on the battle field,
The Barolong also lost many of their best fighters, Tshaba83PBETFEL the
Seleka group being one of them, Mu/g2
@n their retreat from Phitshane, the Bataung travelled east
wards, znﬂxﬁniixnpnnxkhnxﬁxhnxzéign towards their hom e at Bodibeng-jwa -
jalsth- dikwena ( Kroonstad) on the Va .In dpin they had to pass through
the Xmhmxmkzk® country of the “ahurutshe, 5383 whom theyafledfgf?defeated g
Zxmd x@El caplurERxixrxExkErdsxafxextiie i
at t he same time capturing large herds of cattle , Turning south, they
attacked the Rapulana branch of the Barolong under “atlaba at ThabengJZ£ﬂ
After the Battle of Phitshane, the Ratlou, %a& Tshidi and Seleka Barolong
rested for a about a year & Phitshane, but as there qzre still ruggﬂg
ﬂﬁ’ wars, thexdebbodnot88s, xka Sefunelo and his peopl®ack to Makw 70

% tggegziaagey goﬁnidtan unsucceisful expeditI%F f the Ber e§6r§‘a§ainst
: g O mMoletsane, The atlo ;lg P
qlg Tawana s people remained in the viéﬁna€01%ggﬂﬁ¥yﬁg o 58 agole, while
i%g%nﬁ like hunted
an%%a and secret%nﬁxthemoelves tn the bed of the Mo
vdry rumour o approaching enemy,
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" It was at one of gsuch places, to wit at Boopelakoma, that the traveller
Andrew Bains found”lawana and his clan in August 1826" living in a miserable
condition in the Led of the river close to a dirty pool of water "lanuna—ev
sedate midxfmiXawfaced old fellow with a very flat nose and a remarkably
projecting under l1lip, who as he sat there, muffled up in a buchskin kaross
would have been one of the last I should have taken for the chief..... He
was sitting on his hams smoking a Bechuana pipe, .. without speaking a
word, but at every whiff taking a draught of dirty water from a dirtier
wooden platter,....de had no ornament on his body, but two or three cords
round his neck to one of which was appended a small bit of glass, and to
another a bit of root ..,..used as a charm to prevent them from catching
any sickness.," ( S,A.Quarterly Journal July-Sept 1830 by Chase)

At thls time there was authentic news of new enemies, Sebetoane at the head
of the bafokeng was terrorising the country akxmrsxsmit on one side, while
the Matebele of Mzilikazi were ravaging on the other side ,
Sebetoane was cutting hils way marmaxrdzxxxmdxRadxfirxkxzrrshadxihaxyaiuenksh
mRxRINk XX& aREX northwards about this time, e had first (1823
collided with the Qatlokwa of Manthtisi at Lithakong, It is not very clear
whether they were allles or belligerents , From Dithakong he enagaged the
Barolong of Matlhaku at Khunwana, then he attacked and defeated the Bahu
rutshe of Diutluleng ag; adlchwe he
year he fell upon the “8# bk REXa AXER :
defeated them g slew the Eitherto invinecible chief akaba BRXKS
kets He nextx#nzaitRi¥rxd the Bakgatlajof kkam Motlotle who fled precipita-
tely, leaving their cattle to the invaders, And so northwards Sebetwane
proceeded victoriouslyysuccessively defeating the Ban aQQJ\ng Patawana
and the “arotse until ﬁe halted at the 4ambesi,d lsﬁgf Kgari

At the end of 1828, when tranquillity scemed to be restored, Tawana
and his clan left/the vicinity of rhitshane their hide-out inland went by
8 circuitous road along the Molopo, first to Setla’gole, then to Tlaakgame
ng, and then turned south to Taung, and finalj}yto Khiinwana, where they
built their village next to that of the Ratlou people of Gontse, [1827)

It would be interesting to see a picture of the mental impressions of
young Montshiwa at this impressionable age . Hg was about twelve years old
and ‘had lived every minute of these troubled years, cradled in the wilds
under most inhospitable conditions of nature ,mx nurtured in distress and _
recurring aizxrmmx panic, and in constant Company of alarums, battles, blood

~shed, death, migrations, hunder,thirst and all manner of hardships
The barolong hn common with other § éuyana tribes now entertalned a
fair prospect of peace, The turmoll that received its lmpetus from Zulu

land seemed to have subsided with the death of Tshaka,K in 1828, {Theée movedant
o 33 eeme ave disd down by-the RatursEl 6XNAusStIon Of —Htho Rumen
Ve s /by mutual exterminationsy byexposure and L by famined\For\a few
“| years e was a hope 0f péacéy But Tio sooner< did this hops seemdl

realised than it proved vain fabout A whole tribes are-gaid to have
totally d =-peared from the face of e globe, leaving rnog a trace

| Theal: 1795-1828_ p.388 ) 0f their former dxigtencej " o

ﬁgawg,'About 1828, Mzitikazi with a large folldwing of about 60,000 settled

: at abohloko on thepies River , a few miles north ¢ where Pretorig
- | now stands, He was a man of(blood o : ka. schooljiand he playeé
.| bavoc with the Bapedi/ &nd other tribes ' Te, d%gﬂ?rai from Zulu

' lapd was tered with skeletons and& ashes : e s it
" |gApBut 1852 he established #militaxy ca NBER xzuhnmpx%
> *f-«"t % right among the Bahurutshe Mok tlhe whcm he systematically
(| ropbey tnﬁ enslaved, dispersed or destro ed wmm&kkmu“rﬁﬁwuaﬁballed
: e one oam;, which masxktx he later made Mg Gfficlal residence wasﬁgggf~
| Kapaiin,Yat the confluence of the “arico and alwana rivers, The plac
' Cputlta con: al htllock ¥ 1s now knowr as Silkassgkop . The other camp
: was at Mosegaf a rocky terrain ( B affelshoek)/betwedn the present vililage
Hipubshe vil, situwated om 50 m furthyy S & ; ~.
of Ottoshoop and the town o eerust , :
M InxxRIRxHM= XZ1xms gErsx In 1831 about Sept, tRe Griqua chief
15 of Boe-+ ap sent about 300 men to attack izl z1's town

barend Barengs
an the Aples R, and ©0 capture his cattﬁe. Thaxzxms This expedition was
otned by some "Hotfentots' -an¥©severa 1 “arolong eofi Tawana froém Khunwana,On
i s return with an immense boot cattle, was overtzgen and surprised

o] b3 ele, who butcherod nearly all the iquas as they slepi
a ‘T%“; 1ﬁgggﬂga Eglall the Barolong-had ;géver alrea fy left with the#r
share of the bootyA i) G fast Merolew Jreece
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The movement of tribes seemed to have died down by nerve exhaustion or
the natural failure of the himan factore, by mutuval exterminations, by
exposure and by famine, About 28 whole tribes aemxzai@xkox representing
anything between one and two million souls are said to have kXmimily
disappeared from the face of the globe, leaving not gracexxxihnxi ;
IRNT#IBRBx P IRB ) of thelr former existence. (Theal i@# -1828 p.338)

For a few years there was & reasonable hope for prace, but no sooner =mx
did this hope seem to be realised x&a than it proved vain, and dark clouds
of a desolating pestilence appeared on the eastern horizon.

About the year 1823 Mzilikazi, one of the high £x ranking generals of

the Zulu tyrant Tshaka hived off withg a large following of about 60,000
warriors, After crossing the rongola River, the source of the Vaal R

near the present district of Ermelo, and then the affluents of t he
OiLifants R about the present site of Middelburg, he settled at Mkmakmkxko
Ntsabotlhoko on the Apies River a few miles to the north of where rre-
toria now stands. He was a man of the Tshaka schooi of bilood, and he
immediately immediately commenced his career of violence and played

havoc with the Bapedl and other tribes between the Vaal and the Limpopo
Rivers « His trail from Zululand was littered with skeletons and ashes.

—— —In 1832 with a view tobe —we beyond $he Teach of tihie punitive —
expeditios of his Zulu masbters liztlikazl estaRiixkmd kimzeif further wex
to the Wes establis g AL ERPY B EgaBERLy

BRI IAXLADH 3

pEBdsipkBxAApAFIn two military canps r1~ct among the Bahuru-
tshe, whom h- atically rbobbed, enslaved, dispedgeéd and destroyed.
The one strfonghold which was-his chief residenc- was cailed by the Mate-
bele Egabeni, (later corrupted in apayen was built dun & conicel
sk at the confluence of the larice<and Tholwane Rivers.\4mong the
Pg tswane~lt bears the ominous nameof Borwalaekhutso, which meaqgd the
crown of dammation, It is now generally known as lkaatskop. The-other
camp was XanMpSmgm Ga-liocgige, which was mxrigism originally a villapge
of the Bahurutshe o gatlhe, It 1s a rocky terfain(bBuffelshoek)
overtooking the fértile-yalley in which the Marico River arises between
the villageof Ottoshoop and the town o eerust, The rallway between
Zeerust and Mafeking passes through the site of this camp at xkex

10 &

ﬁgww&

L'e_}_ingost \mission stetion he orme annc—of he nte nted )
‘

ssion 4z fe
In 1832 with a viewitolwell beyond the reach of the punitive expeditio=
ns of his Zulu masters, Mzilikazi moved further to the west, establishe
ing two military camps right among the Pahurutshe whom he systematicalily
robbed, ensiaved, dispersed and destroyed. The first one was at Ga-Mosiga
which was originaily a vitlage of the Bahurutshe of liokgatlhe. It is a
rocky terrain (Buffelshoek) overlooking the feriile valley in which the
“grico River xixEs #rises between the villiage of Ottoshoop and the town
of Zeerust. The raiiway between Zeerust and lafeking passes through the
site of this military camp at_Zendeliingspost, the former scene of the
iill-starred and interrupted French mission to the Bahurutshe and the
American mission to the Matebele . The other stronghold, which was
‘Mzilikazi's chief residence was called by the llatebele Egabeni, later
corrupteﬁ'by the atsw na into Kapeng, and by Europeans into Kapayin, It
was puilt dnaleonical hillock at the confluence of the Marico and
Tholwane 1vers. Among the Batswana it bears the ominous name of Dorwala-
khutso, which means 'the crown of dammnation' , It is now generally known
Las Silkaatskope.
In 183.L about the month of September, the Griqua chief Barend

ﬁhrends of Boetsap sent about 300 armed men to attack Mzilikazi on the
Apies River and to capature his cattle.This expedition was joined by
several Barolong of Moroka from riatberg and by many Batihaping from
the Kolong. As it passed northwards paskxikunwara its feme , size and
prospects grew, and its laudable purpose of capturing cattle was a balt
iapxzkrargxkp which the Paroiong of Tawana at Khunwana could not resist,
and so many of them joined it to improve their fortunes. On its return
with an immense booty of about 5,000 cattlie, the over-confident Griquas
and Hottentots were xmxprismd overtaken and surprised one night by the
lMatebele Eyxkke who had followed them up and butchered nearly aLL of
them as they slept after feasting and carousing, NearLiy all the *arolo

rhxﬂthnnxnxxxixnxﬂx much more alive to the chances and dangers of forays

" had already Left with their share of the booty, thus escaping the general
massacre.

Ol ‘reénf)/&:rél? .08/~ ?Iﬁ A'Z-éc;* GeTUE 2



Collection Number: A979

Silas T MOLEMA and Solomon T PLAATJE Papers

PUBLISHER:

Publisher:- Historical Papers, University of the Witwatersrand
Location:- Johannesburg

©2012

LEGAL NOTICES:

Copyright Notice: Copyright for all materials on the Historical Papers website is owned by
The University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg and is protected by South African
copyright law. Material may not be reproduced, distributed, transmitted, displayed, or
otherwise published in any format, without the prior written permission of the University of
the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg.

Disclaimer and Terms of Use: Provided that you maintain all copyright and other notices
contained therein, you may download material (one machine readable copy and one print
copy per page) for your personal and/or educational non-commercial use only.

People using these records relating to the archives of Historical Papers, The Library,
University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, are reminded that such records sometimes
contain material which is uncorroborated, inaccurate, distorted or untrue. While these
digital records are true facsimiles of paper documents and the information contained herein
is obtained from sources believed to be accurate and reliable, Historical Papers, University
of the Witwatersrand has not independently verified their content. Consequently, the
University is not responsible for any errors or omissions and excludes any and all liability for
any errors in or omissions from the information on the website or any related information
on third party websites accessible from this website.

This document is part of a collection owned by the University of the Witwatersrand,
Johannesburg and deposited at Historical Papers at The University of the Witwatersrand.




