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The Group Areas Aot has its roots in the policy of 
segregation enunciated by the successive governments of 

South Africa in theil* dealings with the non-white people.
When slavery was abolished in 1836 the exploitation of the 
people was perpetuated unde1- the system of indentured‘ labour, 
and pass'laws, and poll tax which made it necessary for the 
people to supply a form of forced labour to the farmers 
and subsequently to the diamond and gold mines. The 
introduction to ?Tatal of indentured labourers from India in 
1860 was in line with this policy.

Although pass laws and poll tax discriminated against 
the African people in the first  half of the nineteenth 
century, and though Indians were introduced as indentured 
labourers in the early s ixties ,  the first  statutory 
segregation of the Indian people was under Lav/ 3 of 1885 
in what was then the South African Republic.

Law 3 ^f  1885 laid down that peoples whose original  
homes were in Asia or the Turkish Empire could not obtain 
burger rights,  own fixed property or occupy land except 
in areas specially set aside for them in locations, wards 
an** streets.

The policy of segregation in the Transvaal v/as 
consistently applied.  Buf the Indian community tenaciously 
opposed these .restrictions in every possible way. They 
carried on a determined struggle to preserve their economic 
interests and through hard work and self-denial they esta
blished and built up many enterprises. They invested 
heavily in South Africa and granted extended credit f a c i l i 
ties  which v/as oft^n to their loss ,  which was an important 
contribution to the development of the country, respite , 

this  contribution, successive South African governments . 
carried on a policy of discririnati^n  against the Infllan 
people.

The Pegging Act which applied to the ^ransvaal v/as 
extended by the Smuts Government *o "Durban and Waritzburg  
which "pegged" Indian tenure and was later consolidated in 
the Asiatic Land tenure and Indian Representation Act which 
was termed the "Ghetto Act" by the Indian Community.

Apartheid.

'T’he nationalist G^ver^ment came into power at the 
General Election on a platform known as the "Black Mani
fe s t o , "  advancing the policy of apartheid and whlbh has 
since become notorious throughout the world. As it has 

, come to take shape over the past eight years of Nationalist  
rule, "apartheid"  has proved itself  to bo a policy of 
unmitigated oppression of the African,  Coloured and Indian  
people. It has been marked by a series of laws and 
measures designed to ’eprive non-white South Africans of 
every sort of c itizenship  rights and the franchise,  to 
land and property, to proper -■*--" ---------- *
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evidence tendered to your Committees one’ , i f  so, 
to see i f  there waa a consistent and enduring 
bo^y of public opinion on the question of com
pulsory segregation. This Investigation has 
brought to light some obscure and unkown facts 
and has satisfied your Committees that the evide
nce tendered to them is amply supported by 
similar evidence both in Natal and the Transvaal 
almost ever since the usiatic  problem arose.
It is accordingly proposed to give a summary of 
this evidence before dealing with the evidence 
submitted to the two Committees.”

"Eefore stating o>jr recommendations we feel that 
reference should be made to one matter whidh,  
strictly speaking fa lls  outside our terns of 
reference but which is so clogely associated in 
the public min^ with the v i a t i c  question that it 
has a determining influence on the evidence tendered 
to us an* accordingly also on recommendations 
based on such evidence, and that is the possibility  
of repatriating *he /isiatic from South Africa .
'’’here appear-* *o be an pvor--^-;in? beliof in the 
public minr1 * h at t-h.e only satisfactory solution of 
the asiatic  question is repatriation,  ar. A whatever 
is ’ one by way of legislation  should be such as not 
to endanrer the possibility  of - patriation and 
deprive f he public of its m^st deeply cherished 
hopes.

"The fundamental theme of the evidence throughout, the 
years has been and atill  is ” r^patriation or, falin^  
which, corfpulao^y aeg^egution.” In  the most recent 
■evidence thor> is notiaablo a distinct tendency fo~ 
this theme *o as sum f \ f :  repatriation and,
pen 'ing  w h i h ,  ■-mpuls^ry segregation. In i t 3 most 
advanced form this th-mc- r-a^s: repatriation an*, 
fa i l in g  vh.i h,  onpulaory segregation with boycott 
to induce r>patriuf i^n .

”  T h ’ r e  c o r ,  n * a  t. i  o n s  v:-■ i '1 p ' p  ~e t o  m a k e  a r e  s u c h
t h a t  l e ^ i s l u t i  n t a  ar ' ‘ f t  m ■ i l d ,  o r  t . ^ e  o n e  h a n d
n o t  u n d u l y  e n d  ..n * r* *■^ 5 f>;-i t* l i • y  o f  r e p a t r i a t i o n ,
. . . n d , o n  t  h o* ■ r h u - A n f '  f a l l  h r-r t  o f  w h a t  w e
r  ■ J a r j  ; s  >:< • . )! ? a Tiy +n <* C : f  1 5 v < : l y  w i t h  t h e
p r e s e n t  s !  *" :.*t 4 n »»

F r o n  t h e  a b o v e  o x * ” . t  a o f  ♦ ir. ~ - o r 1- o f  f i n  M n - ’ s  o f
t h e s e  C o m m i s s i o n s  i t  Ls c l o u •r% +■ V ' if ♦ ^  i 1 1 O G ? vrG
v i ^ l e n f l y  b i a s e  ' .  I *  v :.=> o n r  i.ic h a r 1 i  t h a t  t h e  G r o ^ p
. u r e a s  a c t  w a s  i n t . r o  m< i n r a r l  * f  i i  1 ? 5 0 .  i i . i r i n g  * h e
d e b a t e  i t  w a s  s a i  ' *. h a t tv . i c t  w i. r r  ' 1  o f  j i p n r t b e i d .

T h i s  G r o u p  a s  .»••• . i l I A - r  o 5? r *■ * a m i l l i o n  n o n - vrh i t Q s
a t  t h e  m e r c y  o f  t t - e  ' T a M o n a l 1 st r* " •  m e a t  a n ' ’ m a y  u p - r o o t
e n t i r e  p o j n m u n i t i  s  f r o m a  n  y p l a c e 1 ! ' ,j?y m a y  h a v e  i n h a b i t e d
f r o m  t i m e  i m m e m o r i a l  i-. ’ t  r a n a p o  - * ‘ v . m a n j n v h e r e  e l s e .

Section  £4 of the net estnl i • d a board known as the 
Land Tenure advisory  Loar-1 and c ^ u e n t l y  changed to the 

Group Areas Board, ^ho function  of th i s  Board is to enquire 
into the d e s i r a b i l i t y  r>r <vth«7*w1n of ostab lin h in g  Group
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nroas. The procedure lain ^ w n  in Section 27 (2) of the 

Act says:

"Before a*viring  the Minister as to any P^0^lamation 

setting asir*o of Group a^eas the Boar* shall publish  
in a newspaper the matter un^or inves* i^ctt ion ' 

invite interested perrons to lo*ga vdth the „
any rep-e sent at ions in r e c ^ *  to the areas advertise*

In terms of the decision of the South African In*iin  
C o n f e s s ,  th jrovincial C o n f e s s e s  mafln rop^eaentations at 

♦-he 'meetings of the Boar* t« '-ppose ah'1 expose the «c . 
wSl*” n?* ^ibmitto'1 to the Bourr< ^lscloae* the true aims of 
inarthei*! ^11 plans for aarrregation particularly those 
J L „  vln<> t-v .. Indian community shov/e* a callous desire on 

; S fl a p h ^  - , ^  of oparthoi* ♦.« rob the Indians

rtf thei^  i .- D - y  a* ' t ,ri« : r ~i —  acquired by -.hoc over 
. /  n  f  y in the Transvaal ib^ut thirte en

» iV* t V - .  n ,  • -11 -a s o 9 the p ^ V T lve
aoTocti-.-r ‘~f t ' ttler1 In-'ian population an*3 + ho *estr*i- 

ctlon of t.nel’* m J ns -f liv li-oo.- .

on the 7th w-jy, 191 r , Iy v- it n ^  became the first P ^ 3 

*o te*»t t y ■'* p^-'Vi r-i'-nr i f  the Group «*reas w-■ • he i - 
tenure A*visSry Boar* ;  «stpo» >* sine *le the h< i^iag j  

on i 1. i* i t’ov*-- Connr ll pi. n ^ rem vo In-’i^ns *-hroe mile-  ̂

out of't-v:n. n:: ' 4 ' ‘0 ->-'1 -.v cession am. *o a
w ri3 n halt ,  Chia wa ■ • t f th© fact that coftain objectrtfs 
opposing tre s..--pc xpor * * - int at ion of t he t Council 

in setting asi i n  lr thr miles out -i * : ,
orur»ely -:'Vi-ic t- it ' h.’ tr--.j r;.otivc- b hinr tr ' '
"mole s h - -  • pplant ♦ ■ : H a n  traders by - r pe s#
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Influence any recommendations they made to the Minister.
This application was refused. attempts to obtain the 
names of the Board meobors who hud recommended the issue 
of the permit referred to above were unsuccessful. As a 
result of this attitude of the Boar* the matter was referred 
to the Supreme Court where the docision went against us.
The signif  if>a nee of this is n~t whether wo lost in the 
legal fight but that we successfully delayed the functioning  
of the Boar* for a considerable long period of time. The 
Board met in it ially  at Lydenburp in 1952 but its work was 
concluded only towards the en* of 1954.

At the resumed hearing of the Boar* following ^he 
Supreme Court hearing the Chairman rule* that the '"ransvaal 
Indian C o n f e s s  was not in t^rms of tho Act an intereste*  
party to the *elie rations of the Boar*, an* therefore 
Conc,~e"p not qualified to make ’•epreaentations or partici
pate in any forjp ’  n the p ^ c o e  'ings.  Similar ^ulings were 
*iven by t he Chairman ~ ° the Foar^s it Piet ,rmT*itzt»^g,  
Brits and Johamo?b i"'’ .

at the Johannesburg hearing we made an application for 
the a'1 journment of tho B^ar* to enatle us to tort the v a l i 
dity of the ruling in t^o Supreme C^virt, ^nis  was refused 
by the Boar*. In the interim wo ma*e an application to the 
Supreme Court accor ’ in -ly, where it hold that in to~ms of 
the Act ^ho Transvaal In*ian Congress waa an interested bo^y 
an'1 fully  qualified *o participate in the procee^n^s  of the 
Boar ' .  Tho inability  of the D^ur* to silence Congress 
before its prr»cee*ings vrag temporary. jis a ref ilt of tho 
Supreme Court decision,  * ho N-inister of Interior ha* tho 
act amende* further, l iving  the C hu i rm r1 of tho r'oard 
absolute discretion in deciding whether a perron or organi
sation was an inter.-otc* L ' * y  in t rms of the «*?t . ’.'b. t.her 
Congress can make r pr,.p. n t ^ M  ■ :s t • ~e any hearj>~ltr of tho 

Boar-1, now is determined n t by th<• ’•: shes of tre Indian 
people, but ty tho Chair-v.- -f t i  s Or- p 4»rcag E-'ar*', 

acting on behalf 1 anti-Ir.d<an *ove>~nmcnt.

Sittings  wore .1 - h i *  i n ? ^ l i u a ,  Nylst^oom, ^alfour,  
Brits ,  '.V o lmar a n f f a n * ,  rT 1st -■!*, Jo*-—.r .jsrn” .’ , lo, Klerks
*orp, an* Venters* ' " p .  -"in a n 1 ^  stent ;r y. has Veen
a*joi|rne* sine * i e .

at Lydentur *, * e C  m "  :i upp.-a^i ' for the local munici 
palxty took * * ; * l i » :  o ■ /* yj\; h * r elan

of tho Mat iona] i ?t a 4 n-r . ve t * Indian problem for* all times 
however, at the sub-qu *nt h iring at- Carolina,  counsel r’or 
the municipality put fo-s-.r* o ^  f.-n^en-^t ion desim,-* t ■> 
increase tho pe~i o^ r0fllov<jl *o th . proclaimed Indian  
O^oup rtr*ea from twelve months to f^ jp  years for business 

an* two years for reri*:jr.ce, an* thereby decrease the In*ian  
oppogitior^, aqy1 lull  the Ir 'ia.n In^o a pore co-operative 
attitude towar*s the Group i»"eas .*et.

The procedure a*-pte* at tne hearings at Nylst.room and 
Lydenburg where counsel for the municipality called on *he 
Town Clerk to give the Roar* estimates a n 1 figures of costs 
for the establishment of Group areas was changed, because 
at previous sittings un^er iross examination the municipa
l i t y 's  motive for setting asi*e  these areas were exposed.



This procedure was changed and transformed the Board 
as the privileged Committee of the Municipality concerned. 
Previously witnesses we^o freely called to ^ive evidenco 
and to be cross-examined. 'f’his pracM ce  facilitated  a 

severe and detailed examination of witnesees called by the 
local authority an'’ in moat casos led to the exposure of 
the real motives of the municipality in advocating a 
particular plan submitted to the Board,

In subsequent amendments to the Act it was left in the 
discretion of the Chairman to call  witnesses. Henceforth 
the local authority no* s irprisingly refrained f-̂ om calling  
witnesses at further headings to save itself  and *ho authors 
of the .act the embarrassment of being caught with its  
shabby an-1 fraudulent schemes a n 1 its bad fa ith ,  Applica
tions to the Chairman to summon a witness particularly the 
^ov/n Cle” k of a l.ocal authority concerned have invariably  
been refused. In effect rhat happens now is that *-he local 
authority can with imp -ni* y put forward any wi kG* scheme 
in *he form o f  m-jmo- n*a v/ithout the burden of having to 
elaoorate or e /plnln i t . '’'he fate of trj Indian people 
is now belr r ’’oci ' rl on ,» acrap of pap<

At the latest sitting  of the Eoar^ '?hich was at Vente^s- 
’orp a new approach was id^pted by the loc-1 authori+ y, 

u i4‘ he” to a local authority ha.  ̂ ■-'oncerr.-jd itself  in ronvinc i n^ 
the 3oard of «-he neo^ f* ~ i GroUp Hr-.a ->r Indians H f f e  ’ont 
and away from existing  sector or 30',-torg formally * ? ' ■ ipi id 
by the Indian  community. It ontinued tn be resp-nsitlo 

for the provision f a suitable j ” j j within its jurisdiction.

Tho local authority at Vjnt r.-’orp, however, has 
d-parted fr-r this generally accepted ir-thod. I itvtr>d-}l> »d 

a plan which is at once nov.il and preposterous. In ofi . .■* 
Venters-’orp is adh ring to tho clas-i- rationalist solution 
of the Indian pro blur. It is a imply to. ■’ •-•port * h..- Ir.'ian 
away from Vent -rn’orp jrfi + ,s fliselair. all  responsil 11 

for the figure of th«? In M m  c -mm unit y. The In ’ian vns ^
ei^h j r* £ n  bo J O  f owns ’’enjoy inr” la rrr r. i j p 1 ̂  P o ^  t

Iadi an populat i ' n  n - * n • ‘ hat "t • 3 Kn la h j r i Q ’i O v‘*
the B - * t o m  - r a ble Bay " *» 1 ^ * ’-.n c  a n d 1 ’ 5 • O ■- 4 ** uM- n
t o t ho hea "i  nr' o f  -* p o ' . y* /* ) t V.-n" - 'r* - •

Tha essentia.. h i c h r*i r *  ' ^ t * h i r  r •■ i vi\ n *v h  a

♦•hat * v e Coun. il w . 3 anar . 4-o iS3f.ar '.j the " nn a pla-
upon it by * ’ i “  ' » namel ’ » ■> make at a ->a o o  art r

f  O  ■** a Group ar o a  T c r In 1an?, f ’ ll : nek P '-n t h o y M 4 •

pi at i* s  b-i s0 d 7 ■' .a *■ lac K • f hy *i -a.1 id or: * t kor* Tn •• • i - p
an'3 ♦ he sir*!pi 1 . i  ► V ' ** ■' ■'f at i'-'.n.

Lena sia.

In 1952 a p r i v -an o ^ r n p a n y
r» r

0 ̂ i n v/hic
+ he city 'oun ■i  1 1  o  « 3 had ’ 1  r o ct financial interest s.

'"his company exploited tho acute h ^ ' i n :  short a ;e of 
the Indian ‘ommuaity :n e 3_:d y restrictive land laws and 
accentnate'1 by the Group «~oas Act. They established a 
township about PO miles l’^ m  Johannes!,ar):, This township 
can accomodate th< entire I n ' i a n  population of Johannesburg.
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Tho siting  of this  township is a trap; the Minister  
of the Interior issue* a open permit to tho owners of the 
Township to sell the Ian* to Indians.  This in effect was 
bringing the Group area in through the back door. Plans  
are now afoot to eject and '-ispl-ace 10 ,000  mo^e Indians  
from the city.  It is  envisage* that 5 ,000  people w ill  bo 
thrown out of the Western urea a of Johannesburg as part 
of the removal of the "Black Spots” from so-called white 
areas, another 5 ,0 0 0  people now living in Vre^e-^rp face 
a similar fate .  This was ma*e clear by the application of 

Section 13 to the Vrededorp area.

The application of Section 13 means that it is int .n*c*  
to change *he character of *he area an* *hercforG in terns 

of the act no new buildings may be ererte* ,  extended or 
occupied without the permission of the authorities, ^he 
people of Vre*e*orp tog< ther with all  *he other people who 
iiV'j an* tra*e in different part3 of Johannesburg are b. ing 
f r  r*r n *  out of the M ' J .  ^hey a1”  * o go *o lenasia which 
is earmarked as an “ ndien Group area for ownership an* 
occupation. There 'the government expected *o achieve the 
cherished dream of aparthei* and economic strangulation.
■̂ he City Council of Johannesburg has succumbed to the 
t^atiorjalist propaganda of aparthai* an'1 is prepared to 
as°ist  the Gove1'amen* in "amoving the Indian people from 
the city. To rake leuusia a reality ,  j^oaa at present 
occupie* by tne Indian people are being -eclated or an,  
largely *eclare* in* urtrial ot. areas. Thin is being
(Vine to hasten the r a li sat ion of their ’ roup area. -

at the en* of the 195-1 school term Vie Education 
department close* down the B^^ynon? I n ’ ian School in the 
city an-5 declare* that they r 3 a sohooi on the
bar-en vel* of I.unasia. '"he u-M^n of t-io Department can 
only be viewed m an attempt t i,?n 5 t •;> ! •* force * •• the 
protagonists of a- r* hoi'’ ar 1 sc gat ion. The Indian 
p e o p l e  despite thj a uto h° :siag '•hortagu ooycotted Len- 
asia ,  and the r o r  vul of ^hu school was rejected as a 
fraudulent attempt t c  r>pel the In*.* an p*rple to accept 
this as a b .  ical Gr :p .»rGa.

The Indian a r m  ".i*y suoceasiV l l y  t \vc  ' ^ t e • ,  the 
school and oataLlirao* one in t h  • c i t y ,  ^his  institution  
is being maintained .r f i i n e o d  b y  * h r r o«*ir mi^.y. 
the c 1  o  p n  r e  of t ' tT^oyv "1 S c h o o l  * * v  ’ ( , r  n  o m m  u n i  * y  

offered the Dopar* - -t j - r i r * ?  ’ n  * *• : C ' * y .  This w a s  

rejected and the c  i t y  , a »  f o l ' '  *  ■ it ! n  k- .- a p ln * '  ’ ’ th
o f f i c i  i l  policy s c h o o l s  rurt b e  a s t a h  ’. i s h o d  -r. I n d i a -  

g r o u p  :'i” f-as a~e + o t  p r o c l  t i m e ' ’ .

T h i s  scum a  t  > ch-v.- c l e a r l y  that th government will 
employ any matho 1 to herd t e Indian • mr - .i ty in^o ghe^toes.

It is now five yea~s that the Group areas Act came 
into fo~ce and it is four yearn t hut the Group areas Bon^d 
is functioning. Th ; purpose o^ the ,tct in the inocent 
an'1 harriers language of Fariiarm nt is t- provide for. the 
est ib 1 i■'hment of Group Areas f o r  the Control o f  an* acqui
sition of immovable property an* tho occupation of lar.d 
and properties. In fact ,  the /irking of tho Group areas
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K  Q ^ h“ ! . ? r 2 PK8>1!  <,ub'”l t ‘ a1' tn the Boar.' by various 
cai au ho^lties had demonstrated very clearlv thit thn 

purpose of the O^oup Areas Act is: clQ*rly that the

th« 1 complete segregation among
E ^ u i f £0r entv61'onP3 nnd communities in 
South nf-r»ica both for residence anf, trQ<,e#

(bj to uproot the Indian community of South

anphCn J rofn. 5 h0ir normal settlements to 
thSfr. ^raatic extent as to b-ing about 
their economic ruination and create <?uch 
. l M - a b ! ,  c„ r / l t ) , ns of U f  ttat they

patrlatl^n?1*00*1 ^  ° ° C3pt ^

of the not there Is n ’  r „ »  » h t - r n .  1  ^  Te” -V P * " " 0 .

s S s ^ r V ' i h a  c h i e f ' c ° " ' r’'3?t f “ n ° * a," 1,’at i ” n’’of “ e° n
has ! * ? }  „„ , 5? chl? f ^ n n s e l  for the local authorities  

s e c t o r  r t t h i ,  tho « , 1 ,  Of fho\ict f tho

^ t 1? r ? ? ! ! ^ f r l0 n '" ,, r v ' L'"',cn-i h»3 been s t u d i o *  t«i»

S e U v e ^ o f r t S i S r ?  „ S tat4 nf-thSt ‘ h? Indian
lnel .3  .he  J  °b„t

the3In" 'an- J’i ' S V ’jji tr“ “ c f  v.-aa passofl -at all.' I f
-- _un3 . u -o stay v;he”o they are, the Pec-’ 1n-->
-hat we have h i *  nince 1339 would h-.w. h '3_. ' ’J*c 9 tnm wg nave had ?lrno 19i39 ,70ulr, ' hav’ i ; f?n

ontirely suffi^i >nt -r- ., ^  ̂ L H -1
set nn J n  f h h  f ; 11 • UVr' ha<* no n-ed to
s-t ip all  this elaborate mac> tnerv -tv-ated tv *h„
G-oup u-o *s Act, i f  wo — ly win* to V T  \, £ ,  V
and j keeping of +ho i n.*j ine fh ' t\ , v J  n-

fact that the ..Ct .va. pa = s ^ ’ yMr  cLi. , n !!C!lt- 
in xcates that 4 r.o act A=a--<- a > -! * c : -i^nan,

separation than ca be achiov -d by a . ' ^ ticmeasiT'o s. ” J 1 -

U  this  is the tru interr"i-t-if i r -o

thu Act,  1 ' WS think that It Is  t thl 5 : "  se °-f  ■
any m e l o n s  at u ‘ <-<o?’- m  V  ~J lf '-n *  t ~ v  

alula*  to sortBn the h a - M o s s  of tile l e t . ^

tho Gi-o-p u^oas B U I  ln ^ a r l la w e n t  £ ?J 5? S ’ ln lnt,”v ’ 'icl'!(?

" n  I* ’ out of this Bill
that t » v S’> ° n 3'ISt.ice. No policy

o f l o c o e s ! " " "  J" ^ l0a haS a"y 

""he justice the Minister ino ,

of extending on ,  c o n s o r t i a *  t h V ^ U ^ a  n f  the
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w-

?ha P-P-a of
schemes for Group ,iT-ens n , t 'S01® ana ’■ooommsnrt 
function ana that Is T ther l^ ta n t
It is as a re salt of the l ^ r J  J .? Iflel9?cy *  the « « •
In the let have heon a n a l ^ S h n i . hot * aaknasses

the sajne tijno It was the j 'g t lS e  n f  ? L  m  f 1? 89’’ - At 
prompted hiip to sive tho rhnlmn w ? Minister that 
in calling  v,itne!see ana

has bfen^xerclse^against^the ?nt ®ny^lils discretion
people. against the interests of the Indian

conslstentlyhopposo'Jtheaapplicat i^n^ofathQ°cD,Un̂ tj ”"J5t
Apa'thela9" 0 5? " ' K i *  o V ^ e ^ o H ^ ? ^ 3

policy f ' o i p .  at i a " , ,M 2 10 W l U  nevor the

W j i n e a  ? F ? m U  Sith an % . £ h#r han" ’ thoy ara
defeat the avmraa aim of the o J ^ l P° V' ° r thoy havo ^  
banner of the SnUt h A f r W * % Gl vorn» ent ' ^ e r  the 

have ma^e a c o L ? c^  S  t "  Cong-eag; they 
with the African National r <-.!?■»£ follow countrymen; 

with the South ^ H c a S  C o l c n ^  p 3 p? ^ lcular1^ ^  
and the South African C o n ^ I !  ! e^ ls 9 Organisation  
for right and justice for a l l .  °  rnocrQta to struggle

*^HE^E SHALL BE HOUSES, SECURITY .JIT COMFORT." 

F^E3D0M IN  OLR LIFETIME.

MrtYIBUTU: rtFlDUI

4



THE WESTERN AR3AS iJlWi-O * ....°*rT5....... •.....„ ........  " i

DIs cua a ion •

^ tu“ ...
• • ••I

"The MalAn UovSrruaent1 s aim in declaring Sephiatown, Martin- 
dale and Nawclare as a 'black spot'Is to throw out every 
Non-European, man vonan and child, from the Western Areas, 
and to take away their right to own and occupy property which 
they have in these areas* "

(leaflet issued jointly by African National 
Congress and S.A. Indian Congress, Jun® ^

The population Involved (including Western Native Townahipl Is 
A estimated at about 83,500 in the "Survey" issued by the Non- 

European Affairs Department of the Johannesburg City Council*
(1950) *

The "Verwoerd Plan" proposes, in offeet, uprooting these 
people from their homes and transferring them to the bare veld 
at ''Meadoelands". an open space in the Orlan*P»P!ttvllle area.

they will De expected to put up their oen shelters and 
ppndbfcklfes, after the style of lloroka and Jabavu.'

It is likely that legislation will shortly be Introduced 
.to-give effect to this plan.

2. Freehold Rights

Sophiatown, Martindale and Ne^claye are the only big areas in 
Johannesburg where Non-Europeans exercise rights to own free
hold land. (Alexandra is outside the municipal area.)

These rights' date back to the time of the Republic and have been 
continuously exercised since then. The City Council estimates 
the compensation value of the land and buildings (1950) at 
£4,260,487*

' Sophiatown and Martindale were established as townships in 1905»
In 193* the Asiatic Land Tenure Commission reported t

"Sophiatown consists of 1,694 lots, the great majority 
of which are held in freehold . . .  37 lots are held in 

leasehold."

Martindale adjoins Sophiatown. There are 332 stands: 
all are held in freehold, without any restriction against 
non-white occupation.

There are 579 stands in Newclare. All are freehold.' From 
its inception the township was intended for non-white 
accommodation. The title contains a specific restriction 
that "no whites shall be permitted to reside in the 
township." * v

3 / Urban Areas Law J
I • . » ** «* •_ •

The eignificance of these freehold rights can anly be prtgerly 
appreciated in the light of the Union's Urban Areas legislation 
affecting Africans. Broadly speaking, these laws are designed 
to prevent Africans and other non-Vuropeans from owning lan^ 
and bouses in the towns* (Native Land Act of 1913 etc* have a 
similar effect in rural areas)

* Tbei abjdet la that urban t



loca**°n system has been fully enforced in

f f f i s r s t t  ^ r o l T a ^ ^ ^ . & S i% l4nd0'
pSJSls «id*tte«rt. h « « ^ S n r^ e>1^ M ^ i ^ “®u?fPro-.

firalyaentrenchedeve8tedVpropepty-lntere3tseas^exlstti• Wwtern Areas and A l e x a n d r a . 2 2  ln the 
hetvy expenses invol\dd in compensating the owners6and 
providing alternative freehold land and housing.

■ ' not provldlng^ny^alternative. S° lve this Proble“ *>y simply

*4*| -QYercr»Wdlng and slum conditions.

Undoubtedly, compared with middle-class European living

5 H. - living in single rooms. The original lamiiies
of brick, are usually in a bad state of mainl>r
every yard is crowded »ith rode tin shantlls in £hl ''le£T ly

th8 C1*  Cou^ i "  hes scandalously Pe° Ple 
neglected the interests of these voteless ratepayers and 
citizens. Water, lighting and other municipal servlr«q

• enth-ratej parks, playgrounds, swimming baths etc a ? /
- non-existent. Rents are usually exorbitant. ’

v The a“Jh°rities will doubtless attempt to present 
the Verwoerd Plan as a commendable act of " q i l  .
Befrtre accepting this conventional picture it 7q n?ra?Ce*
to enquire more closely into ce«al£  questions. necea3arJ'

5. Why the overcrowding ?

t h e i r ^ n  h J L s ^ T t ^ t o ^ s ?  f ^ o n ^  er"?tin*

f ^ T h 17’ U£°n the lo''al authority (City or^own ^ouncilH3’ 
The Johannesburg City Council's neglect of ‘ his *
become a notorious International sandal. 7

-^op^etion of Johannesburg has growi by 
leaps and bounds. Here are some figures

1927
1935
1947

.1952

130.000
200.000
395.000
468.000

The Johannesburg City Cowell has made iTserlo'us effn-f 
.hatever to cope ,1th this gro.th In p o p u la U o ^

l J l d ^ r t h e ^ o u J i c l J ^ a r i r ^ A y T v + ^ h ^ s e s ’  " “ o ’ tou01"

™  c^ 5 S d )EL ^ eH?9iI S--Ui 8 ^ ^ CLUDiN(1 H006be * »

THE JOHANNESBURG CITIZENS* NATIVE HOUSING COMUTTTF* / k ^

a d S i ^ i i a r s f  seeves’ *  “ ^ , w•stlaates the mwfrr 0| houses urgent.^  reculr^ at -- 50,000



for i t * S E  w s s s i s
burg workers urgently in need of,housing wl 
in grossly overcrowded-*?n41tlona '-ai-Ai~J

p* 0 5 ? S i « ? S ?

But the most urgent and burning problem is dearly to 
provide housing for those thousands of miefcilitd • 
families at present existing in the Moroka-Jabavu 
shanties, in the incredible breeze-block shelters at
•rlando. and in the "temporary” galvanised iron tanks 
at Pimville --- condemned as a "major slum*' for over 40 
years

All these people are Council tenants. Their conditions 
defy description* The Citizens * Housing Committee estimates 
their needs at a minimum of 22,000 houses.

In 1950 the municipal Medical Officer of Health reported 
to the Johannesburg City Council on this area. He expressed 
"grave concern with regard to the difficulties of effectively 
controlling an outbreak of serious and infectious disease in 
this area." He placed the area as "priority number one in 
Johannesburg in the question of slum clearance." He said i

"Your officials are agreed that the shantytwon area in 
Orlando is undoubtedly the worst from a housing point 
of view in the city."

If Verwoerd and the City Council wQte Interested in slum 
clearance and public health, instead of pressing ahead with 
the Western 'Areas Sstheme (which involves not only abolishing 
backyard shacks but also ejecting families from solid weather- 
proof, buildings) they would press ahoad urgently with rehous-
Ing^tfae. 22t80Q desperate families In the municipal shaKT7--
togas.

Bay Western Areas are Overcrowded. x

Areas such as Sophiatown and Newclare and Alexandra are 
densely overcrowded precisely because the Council has not 
provided housing, as Is its obligation - AND BECAUSE THE 
PEOPLE WOULD RATHER PAi HIGH RENTS FOR ROOMS IN ThESE AREAS T 
THAN LIVE IN A MUNICIPAL SH/vNTY TOWN.

It is important to understand why, in order to appreciate 
the fierce opposition to the Verwoerd Plan ar.,ong the people 
of the Western Areas. i

A. The people are not fenced in. There is no superintendents 
no visitors' and lodgers' permits and all the other 
irksome and humiliating restrictions of locations.

B. However dilapidated, the rooms and shelters are far more 
cosy and weatherproof than the death camps of lioroka and 
Jabavu.

C. There is an established community life in Western areas* 
made up roads, schools, churches, hospitals, sports * 
fields, etc.

Naturally those who .do enjoy-'ptopfctfty rights in these 
areas, mainly snail owners heavily bonded, will fight tooth 
and nail to retain their property. . But the above reasons, 
among many others, help to explain why the struggle against 
expropriation is no mere "landlords' affair" but is massively



aupporied by all tenants and residents in the area.

1,600 delegates representing every conceivable section ’ 
of the people of the areas unanimously voted to fight the 

,scheme, at a mass conference held on 28th June, 1953.

tftl Yflraflflrd Plan *
• .

There has been no denial of the newspaper report THAT THE 
CABINET WAS EXPECTED TO GIVE HIGH PRIORITY IN TIE COMING 
PARLIAMENTARY SESSION TO A BILL TO SET UP AN AUTHORITY TO 
REMOVE NATIVES FROM JOHANNESBURG’S "BLACK SPOTS", and

*
"resettle them on newly-acquired land at Meadowlands: and 
Dlepkloof, and supervise all natters of re-housing, 

fc expropriation and compensation". The Natives would be 
shifted from Sophiatown, Martindale, Newclare. Vrodedorp, 
Pageview and *.'.N.T. in that order. About 60Q000 Natives 
would-be involved". (Star, June 29th, 1953)♦

"Advance" (18th June 1953) published further details of 
this plan, based on information handed out by the Native 
Affairs Department.

The "re-housing" of the Western Areas Africans is to take 
place on the open veld at Meadowlands, in the Orlando area. 
The basis will be the "site and service" scheme adopted by 
the Pretoria municipality at Mooiplants. Essentially, this 
is a "housing scheme without housing". water and later 
sanitation will be provided: the rest is up to the Africans 
themselves.

This report was confirmed by Dr Verwoerd (House of 
Assembly; 21st July 1953) when he said:

"Assistance, either by way of loans or the advance of 
materials would be given to Natives wishing to build 
their homes themselves or have them built for then".

In other words, the displaced families will be offered a 
site on the veld. Then they will be expected to put up 
their own houses. The Government then "generously" offers 
"assistance" to the unfortunate African (to be paid for, of 
course!) for doing the job which the Government and the 
Council refuse to do!

And so, Johannesburg’ s housing problem will be gravely 
intensified by the erection of a gr^at new State-sponsored 
shanty-town, end the eviction of 75,000 people from existing 
homes.

i f i * * 'v • >

Some Questions Answered

A. "Black Spots": Haven’ t these non-whites encroached on
white living areas?

Answer: The question assumes acceptance of the dishonest 
immoral and undemocratic theory of apartheid. But even 
within this unacceptable frame -of reference., the facts 
are wrong. The Westerrr Areas were originally a non
white residential area. Since then white suburbs and 
Industrial areas (built there because conveniently close 
to non-Buropean labour) have "encroached upon" and 
surrounded the oroginal townships.

B. What Is the Uni ted. Party’ s attitude?

Answer: The United-'Party, City Council of Johannesburg



-X&  ■ :■"* ,
jHpi’l ' . '-li >•»■* •..* ’ * * -‘fV‘.4r . * ;7v, . v ♦,

has for many years cast greedy eyes on the potentially

W M t a S e»?IS?S 0C5Sp U S by 20n-»hlte owners In the
Z i U £!! » H I  I ~fV have dra"n “P various schenes from
areas »S? JlL!?feet the removal of people from these 
areas. But these schemes-tore fawoivad. veil h aaw  ' *

S S J " ! J S; a * T a .D. esffmatJTa
£215 ° f £J»262>4?Z for compensating the dispossessed

‘ houses and ho»5l5*fft? Providin€ alternativenouses and hostels for the residents. The Council
was deterred^by this vast expenditure of over £11 million.

for of allocating alternative land
* for freehold occupation by non-whites. For the past

2 S o 2 i f 5 ,rthli l  S S ni.pol5? ° f 4iffer®nce with the 
Nationalist Gave^nmont has been who should provide the
money. The VerWoerd plan "solves" the problem by

0 e

(1) dispensing with compensation.("The Native 
owners are at liberty tSb sell to Europeans • 
or the Department . . .  on the open market.
The question of compensation, therefore, 
does not arise". , . Dr Verwoerd, Assembly,

♦ 21st July 1953). I

above)Sin8 With alternative housing (See para 8

Ill*), no alternative freehold land will -be provided.

U?ii ed*uarty °PPose this ruthless and inhuman 
scheme, evolved by the Nazi agent) Dr yerwcSrd?
The present conduct and recent record of the U.P. in
Parliament and op the Council would indicate that unless
vigorous and determined pressure is forthcoming from the

the VereoerdapianferS ° f Johanne3bur8, the 0 .P . .111 support

C ‘ P p e g l ;1 .I-eglslatlon Rr - v>ouldn't the
Group Areas Act serve thepurpose?

4i£wer: The "cumbersome" procedure of the Act provides 
for hearings before the land tenure board, at which

^ Pr^ nt^ i0nS ° a? be nad0 by fected parties, including 
the non-white people and their organ!sations. The

h2 OU?t ^  taken the I°cal authority which may
be unwilling to co-operate on th« Governnwnt * s terms.
By-passing the Act (its own Act;) would be well in

H 16* raarltod Nationalist trend towards abolition 
of the vestiges of democartic and Judicial proo3dures 
and public enquiries and representations.

D* -r̂ K 3 v,hy are they in such a hurry; and what
dothe Government hope to gain by tho Verwoerd Plan?

4figgsr: The plan is in line with general Nationalist
policy of making life as difficult as possible for non-

fia ^7°rkeIs Jn the to»ns> with the object of 
speeding up the flow of cheap labour to farms and mines.

5 J 5 R T L J 5 !  n®\Pa9a^ k s ,  the steady intensification of 
f ! ’ Schoeman's Native Labour B ill, etc.) In 

addition, the Western Areas plan has the "advantage" of t-

li# Sn afeaiMhore Africans are not subjected to
constant control", terrorisation and surveillance by 
the location system.

111 * Jil!?ingwaddlt}?na;L eleot°ral support from the European 
dupes who swallow the Hats "apartheid" propaganda^

-- - - -
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' j F * . , ; ,  i  ■ » ‘ SM l *  ■■'

T •• •>•. . ,,^£/ rT̂ rŷ . 1 .y-r'- - -'̂■'1
depressing the. economic status of the non—white commercial
?las

■i*.

r** " T ^  - — w » v«*w v* vtAw uwiiv viMX to gyi
s^a (particularly Indian and Chinese) whoa the

and other European businessmen wish to eliminate 
o rivals\

\ m a i m  m u a m m  ?

--1 rall^ y  loop throngh the Orlando area was
f n  v 17 altuated to srve the new area. Arrangements 
had been made by the Hallways Administration to provide 
extra roiling stock as the population increased*”

£ ;  (Ven»per4 “ speech quoted alK>ve)

Question for Sr» Yemoerdt Is he aware osC the exLs41tu it o s i

®rland°*Pinville line? Does he know that
^  the S.A.Tu admits 40 per cent overloading on this line ?

\ . • »

F. Ibftt Shall I  do about it ?

Join

I

i

faUUL Only organised people can resist this wicked scheme, 
your Cpngress (A .N .C ., S .A .I .e . ,  C .O .D .) and get others to 
eecome active members. Tell everyone you know these facts. Get 
££^rmtrade u*d ?n> church, sports club, etc. to send delegates to 
the Transvaal Provincial Conference on September 7, 1953.

•

Stop this Natfi scheme to destroy a community of 83,500 people, 
with streets, shops, churches, schools, bioscopes, sports 
fields and hospitals I ^

Demand decent hojislng for all workers X

Demand the equgl right of a ll  South Africans, irrespective of 
race sex or colour, to vetoes, economic opportunities and owner
ship of property 1
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