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m a n  who ( ra v e ls  w ide ly  and  
h a s  m e t  b o t h  M a r g a r e t  

T h a tc h e r  a n d  H onald  R e a g a n ,  does 
no t  Indulge in v e rb a l  overkil l .

f a t h e r ,  the chill fac tor of w hat  he 
u y a  is genera ted  by quietly enuncl- 
•  *«< | verities. Without m aking  an  In- 

tory of a p a r th e id ’s ca lam itous po- 
J .tlal, he underscores with relentless 

’Tltensltv the level of anger  and frus
tra t ion  tha t  runs like a  serpent 
through the b lack  community.

Mabuza and a  21-man delegation 
recently  m e t  the ANC In Lusaka. As 
ch a irm a n  of the  Inyandza National 
Movement, he w as given a m anda te  
to  m e e t  the leadership  of the ANC. 
P ivota l  to  the discussions w ere  the 
cu r re n t ,  un res t  s ituation  and the 
fu ture  of this country.

The ANC violently re jec ts  home
land leaders, whom they perceive  as 
SA governm ent puppets. Why, I ask 
Mabuza, did the ANC ta lk  to h im  for 
three  days? What was the com m on 
ground tha t  m a de  him acceptab le?

“You would have to  ask them ,” he 
says. “But the com m on ground Is a 
nonraclal,  d em ocra t ic  socie ty in SA. 
However, we rem ain  com m itted  to 
peaceful change. The ANC rem ains  
com m itted  to tne a rm s  s truggle  until 
such t im e as  governm ent releases  
political prisoners, unbans political 
organisations, d ism antles  apartheid  
and negotiates  with credib le  leaders  
In the  country .”
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unity,
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black 
fears

Hellouise ;Tru$well talking to K aN gw an e  
• Chief  Minister K N O S M A B U Z A

h i t  has ho done to change ANC 
. ..;j . .... h.,.l |a:r>:e|iiiona an.I att itudes 
Im .im ls  homelund leaders?

Miibu/a- "I think they recognise we 
m e  nttiv ing  for a dem ocratic ,  nonra- - 
clal society within the legal precincts. 
They accept our bona Jules In tha t  
regard  We have expressed our belief 
tha t  homelands a re  not a political 
solution for our country."

Then why does Mabuza align h im 
self with the homeland system  which 
he rejects? At this s tage he Is going 
along with it, he affirms. “Hut I am  
sure conditions .wtlj arise  which m ay  
require  tha t  I resign or tha t  I step 
down."

He does not hesitate  to  a i r  his view 
on homelands. 'T h e  homelands were 
not c rea ted  on the basis of a  decision 
by the m a jo ri ty  of blacks In this coun
try. Governm ent designed the plan 1 
and all we had to do was fit into the 
plan, be It in pendular o r  t r iangu la r  or 
sectional form. Blacks didn’t decide 
on it."If the Indian Council o r  the 
C o lo u red  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Council  
could be dism antled , the homelands 
can  also be d ismantled. We should 
look for a  new dispensation which 
would be accep tab le  to the m ajo ri ty  
of blacks Homelands a re  not."

Currently  he sees himself as  work
ing towards an objective In the hom e
lands What Is It?"lx)ok, we have a t ra in  here. It's 
careering  to an abyss, probably d r iv 
en by some lunatic who doesn t care  
w hat happens when the tra in  falls Into 
such an abyss. If one Is capab le  of 
applying brakes  and stopping or re
versing It . . .  I think tha t  Is m y duty In 
the  homelands Junction called K a 
Ngwane.

At least I can  bring  to  a halt to 
K aNgwane becoming an Independent 
• ta te ,  which la the logical conclusion 
of the policy and thereby de nntlona- 
llnlna l i im l M  N* bom  Kv u i h  |
1 1  . , i ; ' i . i , .  i  t .  . i l l !  I

Is he a  m e m b e r  of the  ANC? He 
laughs: “The ANC Is not a legal o r
ganisation In SA. Categorically, I am  
not a  m e m b e r  of the ANC. I a m  a 
m e m b e r  and leader  of m y  Inyandza 
National Movement."

“But w hat  I would like to say  Is tha t  
It appears  as  If governm ent and m any  
of the whites a re  oblivious of the obvi
ous support  of the  ANC In the country. 
Nobody can  quantify support  because 
no-one can  say  I am  a paid-up m e m 
b e r  of the ANC. F ro m  m y  assessm ent 
of the situation and In m y  own te r r i 
tory, and  especially am ong the young 
people, the re  Is overwhelm ing sup
port  for the ANC.” ;

I ask  h im  w hether  Nelson Mandela 
has  becom e a token figurehead who is 
i r re levan t  In cu rren t  black politics? 
“He w as re levan t  when he w as im- 
pt Isoned and I believe he is still re le 
vant today. If lie would be Irre levant 
I’n.il .a a qm  ^ lo u  litai would he oeciil- 
ed by his supporters  In an open politi
ca l  m arketplace.

!‘l  have reason to assum e he is still 
very  re levan t  until the con tra ry  Is 
proved. The con trary  will be proved 
ny his leadership i f  he w ere  to be 
released  and the relationship of tha t 
leadership with the masses. ’

What Is the view of Mabuza — an 
honours psychology g rad u a te  who Is 
the  author of severa l  te x t  books — on 
the  subject of violence? “Violence can 
only be an option by the people If they 
a re  forced Into It.’w,

r v-iti I ii

ha t  a re  regarded  as leg it im ate  
forces to allow violence to be an  op
tion? “ If the people w ere  driven to a 
s ta te  w here  all options for peaceful 
opposition to  the policies of tne coun
t ry  w ere  unavailable, especially  the 
dental of political r ights  and the  r e l 
egation  of b lacks to soc ioeconom ic  
subserviency. If the s ta te  brought all 
Its might to ensure  and perpe tua te  
th a t  . . . ”

How does he see the p resen t s i tua
tion? “T here  a re  leg it im ate  g riev
ances In the  townships to  be a d 
dressed Beyond th a t  the re  a re  the 
aspirations of b lacks to e lect  the ir  
own leaders  to rep resen t  the m  In the 
highest political institutions of the 
country.How does he feel about the la test  
round of re fo rm  proposals. “I think 
here  it is a question of whether  apart-  
held is being dism antled  o r  re 
formed.” .Blacks w ant to see  d ism antling  of 
apartheid. F o r  exam ple ,  says  Ma
buza: "If passes a r e  going to be r e 
m oved and you a re  going to  have a 
com m on Identity lxx*V II won’t  woik
i i f r a i l  i fc ■ II' I ::

K IM A IH I/ A  . . .  c o m m o n  cloBtlny

* ] .
which Im mediately  dec la re  them 
white. 1 will have a different serial 
num ber and the com puter  will say 
black. Go and look for h im  where he 
stays. As the s ta te  president has said, 
apartheid  is outmoded. It should be 
dismantled, not reformed. I-et’s re 
move these outmoded structures. 
That will be real reform .”

Is he optimistic about concrete  
changes? "I have heard  about it My 
people have heard  about it. But they 
haven 't  experienced it. They haven't  
felt it. There  is a  vast  difference be
tween hearing and feeling and exper
iencing . . . ”

The rejection of educational disci
plines for what they a re  worth a t  the 
m om ent must have an enormously 
deleterious effect on the future of 
youth. What is his view of this?.

“ Most of these youngsters openly 
support  the ANC. And the ANC is a 
banned organisation. Their leaders 
a re  in exile. Their leaders  a re  In pris
on.“Now how do you expect thousands 
If not millions of young people who 
believe in leaders  who a re  in prison or 
in exile, to have app rop r ia te  direction 
in the absence of those leaders?

I  think this should drive  sense into 
the minds of governm ent to  release 
political prisoners unconditionally 
and to unban the ANC. I have no doubt 
tha t  if these leaders  com e to the coun
t ry  and a re  invited to the conference 
table, there will be co-ordinated ac 
tion and reac tion  by the young peo
ple.”

The goal, he stresses, Is a non ra
cl il, d 'iii'M'i ill' 'I'dv I ll -i|: ' <•

th a t  I’m  not In favour of a  federa l  j 
system , and I believe (hat m os t  of ou r  , 
people a ren ’t, either."

What about partic ipating  in the 
new s ta tu to ry  body suggested  In P a r 
l iam en t?  “The blacks have sa id  they 
a r e  p repared  to negotiate. But before , 
they do so they would like to  see  | 
political prisoners released. And they i 
would like to see poli t ica l  organlsa-1 
tlons unbanned. •

“Personally, I believe th a t  In spite ; 
of w hatever  s tra tegies  they  m ight J 
have used, these po li t ica l  prisoners j 
w ere  Imprisoned Because of w hat  I ’ 
believe in: a d e m o c ra t ic  country  
where  every  South African regard less  
of race, colour and c ree d  will have the 
right  to vote for his o r  h e r  leaders. 
They believed In tha t.  My view per
sonally Is that It would be sacrilege, 
political sacrilege on m y  part ,  to ne
gotiate  behind tne lr  backs  . . . ”

He refuses to d ivulge any  matters  
which were discussed with the ANC 
because It is a banned  organisation 
and m ay  not be quoted. What he is 
p rep ared  to say is th a t  one important 
fac tor emerged: the  necessity of unity 
am ongst blacks especially , but also of 
all  tho people n( this  country In oppos
ing apartheid

I think we should Join forces. The 
m essage is loud and  c lear  tha t In do
ing so th e re ’d fe  no touchables and I 
untouchables. If we all Join forces we 
can bring about the co rrec t  p ressure  
to b ea r  upon government to drive  the 
m essage home. Then we have a 
chance of averting  d isas ter  in the 
country."

When it comes to pressure, how 
does he see the  role of t ra d e  unions?

"I think they will use the ir  w orker  
power quite efficiently in the future. 
But they can ’t elect  a leader  to go to 
P a r l ia m e n t  to speak about the ir  
r ights. That  is why t rade  unions have 
no option but to  practice politics on 
the factory  floor and to use the ir  m us
cle the re  to bargain  for political 
rights .”T_ here  a re  no easy solutions, he a d 
m its .  But t im e Is short and govern
m e n t  needs to be bold, especially  in 
overcoming white attitudes.

Mabuza:”'F r a n k ly , l  think the prob
lem In our country  Is tha t  whilst many 
whites want to see peaceful change, 
they a re  very  suspicious I understand 
tha t suspicion and m is tru s t  and I 
sym pathise with them  because I think 
they know tha t b lacks have been un
der  the boot of oppression for many 
generations. ‘

“T here  is tha t  fear  tha t  if blacks 
a re  t rea ted  as equals, the boot will be 
on the o ther foot and  they will find 
themselves under It. I’m  presently 
a w a re  of whiles who a re  highly suspi
cious of m y visits to Lusaka In * 
Interests  of m y  c o u n tr  J rr 
pie. My hear t  bleeds when I r  -i 

suspicion and mistrust
. ‘ I
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