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ECC speaks out
The End Conscription Campaign 
consists of a range of different 
organisations and individuals 
who have joined hands to try and 
create a coherent voice of oppo
sition to conscription and the 
effects of militarisation on our 
lives and our society.

The ECC believes individuals 
have a right to make their own 
moral or religious decisions 
about participating in the SADF.

Here at Rhodes, an End Conscrip
tion Committee was set up in 
1985. Activities included a 
campaign calling for the withdra
wal of troops from the townships, 
a two-week relay "Fast for Peace", 
plus a variety of cultural acti
vities.

Our latest campaign, "Working for 
a Just Peace", revolves around 
the call for alternative service 
to compulsory conscription. Na
tionally, ECC branches have un
dertaken a number of community- 
based projects to demonstrate a 
commitment to true national ser
vice which meets the real needs 
of the community. The message 
of the camoaign is clear: Con
struction not Conscription.

Societies affiliated to Rhodes 
ECC include SAUJS.Ansoc, Cathsoc, 
Methsoc, NUSAS, Edact, and PFP 
Youth.

If you would like to know more 
about us, or would like to par
ticipate in any of Our activi
ties, contact Melissa or Karen at

23177, or Andrew at 27444, or 
come to our next meeting on 
Thursday, 1 May, at 7.30pn in 
the Societies Room.

Come join
ECC's
projects.
PS. ECC in Grahamstown will be 
working with a woodwork co
operative, making furniture.
If you are interested in par
ticipating in these projects 
phone Melissa or Karen at 23177, 
or Andrew at 27444.

Affiliates speak
ra+hc nr T a t h s n r  Cat.hsnr ™

out againsli
conscription

Cathsoc Cathsoc Cathsoc
"Cathsoc forms a vital part of 
the Rhodes End Conscription Cam
paign. From our point of view our 
duty is to inform people of the 
Catholic Church's stand on this 
issue." This was said by Paul 
Teeton chair of the Rhodes Catho 
lie society, an affiliate of the 
Rhodes ECC branch.

The Catholic church, through its 
Bishops Conference has been 
speaking out against conscriptioi 
since the early 1970's. The Nat
ional Catholic Federation of 
Students (NCFS) has also given 
particular emphasis to the role 
of helping young men make rat
ional decisions concerning the 
escalating conflict in South 
Africa.

"We see the role of the SADF as 
one of helping to uphold a system' 
which is completely contrary to 
Christian morality.

"We encourage all students to 
participate to the full in com
batting the evil in our society. 
This can only be done through 
faith in our Lord Jesus Christ 
and good works," Teeton said.

NUSAS NUSAS NUSAS NUSAS NUSAS NUSAS NUSAS NUSAS

NUSAS commends ECC in its call 
to end conscription. As an af
filiate of ECC, we recognise the 
need to challenge the role that 
the South African Defence Force 
is playing, as an instrument of 
the South African government.

NUSAS condemns:
*The SADF policy of destabili
zing neighbouring countries. 

*The SADF's illegal occupation 
of Namibia.

*The SADF'S occupation of the 
townships, which leads to in
creasing violence and polariza
tion in our society.

NUSAS supports the call to end 
conscription. We believe that 
South Africans should not be 
forced to serve in a defense 
force which defends the in
terests of a minority - the mi
nority supporting apartheid.
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ORKING FOR A JUST PEACE

Is the future of South Africa 
one of ever increasing violence 
and conflict?

Are whites being asked to con
tribute nothing to this future 
other than to send their sons 
into the SADF?

The End Conscription Campaign 
believes there is a role for 
everybody in Working for a 
Just Peace.

We have launched an alternative 
service campaign to demonstrate 
symbolically that there are far 
more useful ways we could serve 
our society than by participa
ting in the SADF.

We are organising a variety of 
community service projects 
which will serve all communities 
in a beneficial and constructive 
way. The projects have been se
lected in close consultation with 
the communities concerned so as 
to determine their real needs.

At present young men are con
scripted into an army that we 
believe is making a negative 
contribution to a peaceful fu
ture.

SADF conscripts are seen by town
ship dwellers as soldiers of

apartheid. For young white ma- peace and an end to violence, 
les, compulsory national sevice conscription into the SADF poses 
very often means facing these a very serious dilemma.1
fellow South Africans over the
barrel of a gun. ECC is concerned that young men

at least be given the right to 
choose whether to participate in 
this army or not. At present six 
years alternative service in a 
government department may be 
granted to universal religious 
pacifists; those who will not 
fight in any army in any war.
For the rest there is no choice- 
six years in jail or a life in 
exile.

ECC's "Working for a Just Peace" 
r  . / '  P * - 4 -.' campaign calls for the provision 
Ls O irtS 'n '~ A C *rU 0* i  f ) 0T  L ^ n o s c j r i p r M r n  of genuine alternative service.

1— i5 Service which constructively
benefits our communities and is 
open to all conscripts who, for 
moral reasons, feel unable to * 
serve in the SADF.

L o Y i$ t r ~ n c f < A r n  n o r  L ^ t m s c r i p r u m

U S JG(j<?

The army and police have come to 
play a more and more central role 
in defending apartheid in our 
townships and cities. For the 
many South Africans who want

We are trying to show that 'na
tional service' does not mean 
what it has come to mean in South 
Africa. National Service means 
serving the nation, that is all 
the people in the country.

Through our participation in 
these community projects we will 
be showing our active commitment 
to Working for a Just Peace.



Laurie ECC has seen a huge 
growth recently. Could you ex
plain how ECC started and how 
large it in fact fsl

Laurie: At the 1983 Black Sash 
conference a motion was passed 
calling for an end to conscrip
tion in the light of a g- lh in 
militarisation. ECC was .Jrmed 
in 1984 with 3 branches in Jo
hannesburg, Cape Town and Durban. 
We now have 4 new branches in 
Pietermaritzburg, Stellenbosch, 
Port Elizabeth and Grahamstown. 
There is also the possibility cf 
setting up branches in East 
London and Pretoria. The number 
of affiliated organisations has 
grown in our two years of exis
tence from 25 to more than 50.

You speak of affiliated organi
sations. Why did ECC choose to 
organise in the way it does?

L: Well, there were two options 
open to us when we initially be
gan. Either we could have or
ganized as a political organisa
tion taking a clear poli+;~al 
line against conscription 1 How
ever, because conscription af
fects so many people in so many 
different ways, we felt it would 
be better to form a broad coa
lition with affilliates coming 
from church, education, cultural 
and other groups. The advantage 
of this is that we are able tc 
unite more people from more con
stituencies and are therefore 
more powerful.

ECC‘s youngest branch is in Stel
lenbosch. How did this develop?

L: ECC saw this development as 
extremely encouraging. Stellen
bosch is a very liberal campus. 
This is manifested in the notion 
of "oop gesprek" - openess to 
dialogue. This was the motiva
tion for the setting up of an ECC 
in Stellenbosch. Many student 
leaders don't agree with ECC in 
principle, but they are prepared 
to defend ECC's right to exist.

n  step abeai
ECC News spoke to Laurie Nathan - National 
Organiser of the End Conscription Campaign. 
He spoke with honesty and clarity about

the aims and achievements of ECC.

The cultural aspect is quite a 
powerful and important part of 
ECU?

L: Most definitely. A large 
part of our support comes from 
what we call the "youth counter
culture" - consisting mainly of 
schoolkids and students, as well 
as other youths.

In terms of the cultural aspect, 
we've produced two videos, hun
dreds of T-shirts, our "Forces 
Favourites" tape, put on concerts, 
art exhibitions and will soon be 
publishing a book of short 
stories which has been put to
gether by an Afrikaans sub
committee in Johannesburg.

Is ending conscription really a 
step towards a non-racial, demo- 
cratic future in South Africa?

L: Ending conscription won't 
end Apartheid, because the role 
of the SADF, say, as a volunteer 
army, will still be the same.
We as young white men won't be 
compelled to take up arms, or 
go to jail, or leave the country. 
Apartheid will remain, but ECC 
will still be opposed to the SADF. 
Ending conscription is not our 
sole objective - we are also try
ing to educate or raise the 
awareness of people in white com
munities about the role of the 
army and the broader context 
within which it plays this role.
We are also trying to involve 
people in political activity, 
create an anti-war culture and 
build non-racialism.

What of ECC1s international 
reputation?

L: As a result of contact made 
with international organisations, 
ECC has developed a high profile 
in both the European and North 
American Peace Movements and 
Anti-Apartheid movements. We 
have lobbyists at such organis
ations as the UN, the World 
Council of Churches, the 
European Economic Community 
(EEC) etc, where motions are 
raised for ECC.

How serious is the governments 
"smear campaign"?

Well, its very serious in the 
sense that it has criminalised 
ECC. A government or SADF 
official once said that "South 
Africa's four greatest enemies 
are the ANC, the SACP (South 
African Communist Party), the 
UDF, and ECC. The smear cam
paign has taken the form of 
discrediting ECC members. For 
example, Janet Cherry, a P.E.
ECC member who was accused of 
dealing in mandrax, after it 
was planted in an outside 
bathroom of her house. But 
while these smears do affect 
conservative communities, ECC 
is growing faster than what 
we can cope with - we already 
have four employed persons in 
ECC. If the government is going 
to take more serious action 
against ECC as an organisation, 
they can't stop opposition to 
conscription; this is not 
caused by ECC but by the role 
of the SADF.

CONSCRIPTS

WITH NO
RIGHT TO CHOOSE

CONSCRIPTS

, - ■; 
WITH NO

RIGHT TO CHOOSE
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c o m m a  to pact
A young Port Elizabeth man may 
be about to go to prison for three 
years after objecting to doing 
his SADF camps.

This is because the Board of 
Religious Objection refused to 
grant him the right to per
form a constructive and alter
native national sevice - the 
demand the "Working for a Just 
Peace Campaign"is fighting for. 
Here is his story.

" My name is Philip Wilkcnson.
On the 27th of February 1986, I 
appeared before the Board for 
Religious Objection.

This means I will still have to 
make myself available for futher 
conscription as a non-combatant.
As all that I've done within the 
SADF has been carried out in this 
capacity, my dilema has not been 
solved.

I had applied for category III ie: 
Community Service, which means ser
ving one and a half times more 
service than a conscript. This I 
regard as punitive. On being 
denied category three, I was given 
Category I status.

I am a Christian, brought up in 
the beliefs of the Catholic 
Church.i am committed to peace, 
and to working for a better future 
for all South Africans. I abhor 
all violence and have consciously 
not used violence myself since my 
childhood. I have been brought up 
to respect all people, regardless 
of their colour, sex, religion or 
status. I believe that all armies 
legitimise the use of violence and 
dehumanize the 'enemy1.

The SADF defends Apartheid, which 
in terms of my Christian under
standing is a heresy. For me to 
participate in the SADF would 
therefore be a betrayal of all 
that I know to be good and just.

The Bible and the teachings of 
the Catholic Church call on me to 
identify with the suffering and 
the oppressed. As a Christian, I 
must therefore involve myself in 
the community around me.

PORT ELIZABETH butcher, Mr Phil
lip Wilkinson, who refuses to 
comply with a military call-up.

I believe there are still ways that 
I can work peacefully for change, 
and I must therefore follow the 
path of non-violence.

Therefore no matter the consequence 
of refusing futher call-ups, I am 
prepared for it."

COMING
SOON:
ECC Meeting with 
guest speakers: 
Philip Wilkinson 
& Pete Hathorn

TOP ICS:-
Conscientious 
Objectors - 
"Work(for a Just 
Peace"

24 April 
7h30

Arts Major
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What about women?
What have women got to do with 
the army? All they have to do is 
write letters to their loved 
ones and keep the home fires 
burning - so what's the big 
deal?

These roles are a reality in 
South Africa, yet the crucial 
supportative role of women in a 
civil war is still ignored.

Did you know that more and more 
women are being conscripted 
into the SADF? In 1981 2 000 
of the 16 000 people in the 
Permanent Force were women.

At the same time it appears 
that compulsory conscription 
in the SADF for white women 
appears to be on the cards.
P W Botha stated that he 
supported the introduction of 
compulsory national service 
for women in non-combatant 
units. Malan has also argued 
that adjustments within the 
SADF will allow for the 
incorporation of white women, 
'coloureds' and Indians within 
the next five years.

Women's involvement in the mili
tary does not alter the fact 
that female soldiers are still 
expected to be feminine, homely 
and demure, in contrast to her 
male counterpart, who's meant 
to be outgoing, macho and 
aggressive.

For example, Paratus, the of
ficial periodical of the SADF, 
features a regular section 
('Vroueblad') portraying women 
as 'ever feminine but soldiers 
nevertheless'. Cartoons portray 
the role of the 'girlfriend' 
back home and articles speak 
of adaptable wives who must 
'maak jou huis ’n stille hawe'.

Women are seen first and fore
most as nurturers and house

keepers: 'There is one thing a 
woman can never escape. After 
war - all wars - the progenitive 
powers, the patience and love, 
the all-forgiving compassion 
of womankind slavery rebuilds a 
peaceful society ... At the end 
(of war) she will take up her 
primary task again.'

Some people may 
wonder why women 
are also concerned 
about conscription, 
when they themselves 
are not forced to 
serve in the SADF.
ECC explains...______

Just as important as the direct 
involvement of women .in the SADF 
are the indirect effects milita
risation has on every woman's 
life.

The military reflects the sexist 
society we live in, where women 
are financially dependent on 
men, her labour used without her 
reaping its rewards. She is ex
pected to be self-sacrificing 
and to provide a comfortable 
absorbent environment for her 
husband, the weary worker. She 
is also expected to be sexually 
available to him.

At the same time women consti
tute a reserve army of labour - 
an economic shock absorber - to 
be taken on in times of boom and 
laid off in a recession.

These aspects of our society are 
mirrored in the military for 
white women in South Africa. 
Firstly, the woman's place in 
the home and her financial 
dependence on her husband en-

sures that she keeps the home 
fires burning whilst he is 
fighting it out on the border 
or in the townships.

Secondly, since the apartheid 
war has now entered the town
ships, rape has become an issue 
with many black women who are 
falling victim to rape by men 
in the police and defence 
forces.

Thirdly, women constitute a 
reserve army of labour in times 
of war, serving as a pool of 
readily available labour when 
war necessitates massive male 
conscription with its drain of 
labour from the workforce.

Women's role in the military, 
as in wider society, is thus a 
supportative one. The question 
now arises as to whether or not 
the war in South Africa is a 
just one.

To quote Gerald Shaw of the Cape 
Times, 'the enemy in South 
Africa is not some faceless 
communist horde ... the enemy 
are ... fellow South Africans, 
a guerilla army of young 
people who fled from South 
Africa'. The SADF is integrally 
involved in upholding apartheid 
and is serving to destabilise 
other southern African countries 
to ensure they remain dependent 
on South Africa and not give 
support to the ANC.

Because women in South Africa 
are called upon to support the 
SADF, the effects of militari
sation and the issue of con
scription is just as important 
for women as it is for men.
This is imoortant for ECC, 
where women are involved in 
trying to rid our society of 
the apartheid war and join in 
the call for a just peace in 
our land.
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shifty has us taped
Possibly the most polished 

production on the S.A. music 

scene to date, Forces Favour- 

i tes (Shifty Records I present' 

a strong statement in favour 

of the End Conscript i-jn Ca.n.- 

aign. Various bout- A-r/.:r 

artists pool their r.alwr.- 

object to compulsory mil.* i f : 

service in the SADF. Tr,-> 

effect of the diverge mu p al 

platform: is to f;ns . : to .• :.n -r 
the fri:tr jted ' r./ .,*■ w n : • ■ 

South ; f n  :.;n musi ' . -n t 

conr t ■ j r

jivey P anbere by Mapantsula, 

followed oy National Madness 

by the Aeroplanes. Then comes 

tre n t ^ f T  flat Potential 

Ku'iny ‘j*-ar James contribu- 

' i . If •: 'a: t start their 

' ' ' ’ << ‘-j ed ,V| -:n with the 

•. ir . ( re/" - -r immediate 

1 ■ " '• ’to Clisfy Faced 

‘ ir-> :vri : i 1 v superb 

: .. ' ’ov..1 in tiie St re e t s , 

.< i.l i ian Surfers work 

. !; wonderful ly with

■' i  Jt . j ' -r  til':- second  

•■■■ i ‘ *• i iv ; 11 .r i xed  

. ' 1 1  ow ■!!■■/ t,‘ i - .1 v e r -

age but well produced Don't 

Believ e . Nude Rea's saxophone 

gets you on your feet in Too 

Muph Resistance. but is follow 

ed by Roger L u c y 's preten

tiously hor:ng Spaces tell 

Stork s .  The final son.; is 

Jennifer Ferguson's stunning 

Suburbia H u m . An impeccable 

protest song with brilliantly 

sparce piano and sax.

Shifty have excelled with the 

packaging of this tape (lyric 

sheet included) and all in ail 

this is a must for all South 

Africans concerned with free

dom m i  tt>e right to choose.
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