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OF

COFFERSICE ON NATIVE EDUCATION

Held at the University of the W it waters rand, Johannesburg, 

on Thursday, July 8.th, 19U3 ■

FINANCIAL ?R.I>7CTFIE:

1 . That the time has come for Native Education 'to be financed from the 
General Revenue of the Union.

EDUCATIONAL PRJ.SCIFTSS:

2. That-the'principle of. compulsory education should he applied as sdon^ 
as practicable. /

3 . That as a first step all existing schools should be adequately staffed 
and equipped.

U. That as a second step accommodation'and equipment should be provided 

for all voluntary school-goers.

5 . That as an ultimate aim compulsory education should be from 6 to l6.

6. That compulsion be instituted first in the urban areas and in those 

rural areas which desired such compulsion.

FR0&HAM.E:

7. That a per capat subsidy of £7.0 .0  per annum is desirable .

8. That the Institute of Race Relations be asked to ascertain from the 

Provincial Education Departments their estimates of the rate at 
which expenditure on Native Education could be brought up tp £7.0 .0  

per pupil per annum.

9 . That representations to be made should include provision for an 
annual increase of 10$ in the enrolment in African schools.

CONTROL OF NATIVE EDUCATION:

10. The Missions cannot be expected to meet the demands for expansion in 

Native Education. ’*Te, therefore, advocate a State System of Education, 
with due provision for voluntary schools. This involves, in general, 
State finance, control and administration of Native Education.

It is clear that the Eead Office and the Inspectorate need to have a 
larger staff of trained Africans for professional and administrative 
work to ensure closer and better direction of the schools.

It is of the utmost importance that the co-operation of the African 
chiefs and people and of the Missions be maintained and extended in 

the administration of Native Education.

REPRESENTATIONS:

11. The Conference appointed the following to be memb®rs of a deputation

to.



to present the representations of the Conference to the Government:-

lir. J . D. Rheinallt Jones (Convener)
Representatives appointed by the four

Advisory Boards for Native Education,

hr. G. Ballenden
Councillor R. K. Godlo, J/.R.C.

krs. E. B. Jones
Professor D. D. T. Jabo.vu
hr. A. C. Jordaan
Rev. He P. Junod

hr. S. J . J . Lesolang
Rev. E. E. Vahabane
Councillor Z. K. Matthews, I/.R.C.
Ur. D, I'timkulu 

hr. J. Nhlapo 
Adv. A. A. Ro’oerts 

Dr. 0. D. Yfollheim

PUBLICITY;

12. That the Institute of Race Relations be asked to publish pamphlets in 
English and in Afrikaans for free distribution to all bodies directly 
and indirectly interested in Native Education to bring before them the 
educational needs of African children, and to institute a Union~wide 
press campaign on the subject.
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pjeort or tee cc:ziip.3:'C" coNVgsg) for 2ND 1944
BY THlllINISTZR. OF N-AiJIVE AFFAIRS.

The Minister of Native Affairs called a Conference of certain bodies 

interested in Native Education in Capetown on 2nd February, 1944, to discuss 
urgent -problems concerning the finance and control of Native Education.

There were-present the Hon, the Minister of Native Affairs (in  the Chair), 

the Hon, the Minister of Finance and Education, the Secretary for Native 
Affairs, the nominated "Native Affairs” Senators, the four Senators and three 
Members of Parliament elected to represent Africans in Parliament, and the 

Cape Member of the Provincial Council similarly elected, two representatives 

of the Christian Council, four representatives of the Dutch Reformed Churches, 

one representative of the Homan Catholic Church, one representative of the 
S.A. Institute of Hace Relations, one representative of the National Council of 
Women, one representative of the African National Congress, one representative 
of the Federation of African teachers (supported by other members of the Evoca­

tive); officials of the various Provincial Administrations v/ero also in 

attendance.

Tho Minister of Native Affairs welcomod the delegates and gave a brief, 
but very clear, historical account of the finance and control of Native 
Education and outlined the present position, in which, while expansion in 
Native Education is urgent, the whole of the Native Tax is being used for 
Native purposes and it is necessary to turn to the General Revenue of the 
country to provide for this expansion. He requested that, though, consideration 
of Finance, Control and Content are all-important, discussion at this Confer­

ence should be limited to Finance and Control. Ho then stated that the Depart­

ment of Native Affairs, whilo deeply interested in the furtherance of Native 
Education as had been shown by the progressive grants made during recent years, 
was too' deeply occupied with other aspects of Native Development to be able to 
take responsibility for the administration of Native Education.

Senator E.H. Brookes thanked the Minister for this statement, saying he 
would like to have Native Education under the control of the Union Education 
Department, bat administered by the Provinces.

The Minister of Finance and Education then agreed, to make a statement.
He accepted the position that in future the progressive grants for Native 
Education must come from the General Revenue of the country, but -pointed out 
that neither as Minister of Finance, nor as Minister of Education could he be 

satisfied to make such provision on the Estimates, unless he were able, under 
principles accepted by the Cabinet, to direct the policy under which the 
mono;'' would be spent* The Union Department of Education was capable of assum- 

rasponsibility for Native Education and. he desired the it should do so, a 
special Advisory Eoard being appointed to advise the Minister, and the various 
departments, administrations and bod-ies concerned with Native Education being 
represented on it . As the Provincial Governments had indicated that they did 
not wish to relinquish the administration of Native Education, he was willing 

that, for the present, the allocation of funds for Native Education should, be 
ma„de by the Union Education Department to the Provinces and administered by 
them as heretofore through their Education Departments, Natal had even in­
dicated its willingness to increase this subsidy from Provincial sources.

Speaking for the Christian Council (representing the main body of Christian 
Churches other than the Dutch Reformed Churches and the Roman Catholic Church) 
Principal Korr welcomod the statement of the Minister which was in accord with 
the resolution he had been directed to prosent on behalf of his Council,

The -



She r op r e s ont at i v e s of tho Dutch Reformed Churches^ of whom Hcv, J .G , Stry- 

dom, Rev. Dr. P .G , do Zlerk, and Rev. G .3.A , Gar donor spoke, were in favour of 

the Department of ilative Affairs retaining control and administering the finance 
on the ground that the content of Native Education trust be kept in line with 
Native polios’-, and go that Native Education might "be kept quite apart from that 

of Europeans, Mrs. Rheinallt Jones, speaking for the S.A. Institute of Race 
Relations, explained that this Institute had from its inception taken great 
interest in Native Education, conducting inquiries, publishing memoranda, con­
vening conferences and organising deputations, the most recent of which had 
waited on the Minister in September, 1943, to stress the need for extended funds 

on a per caput basis, provided from General Revenue, At that interview, the 
Minister of Finance and Education had raised the question of control and the 
Institute had since made widespread inquiry as to the opinions of the affiliated 

and associated bodies and, with this information available, the Council of the 
Institute (itself a representative body) had the week before passed the follow­
ing resolution, which substantially agreed with the intentions of the Minister 

of Finance and Education

"(l ) Chat the nor caput principle be endorsed.
(2) Chat in no circumstances should control of Native Education 

bo handed over to the Department of Native Affairs,
(3) Shat the recommendations of the Executive be adopted, vis,

'Hie Institute is in favour of the transfer of Native
Education to the Union Education Department in respect 

of responsibility for finance, policy and the develop­
ment of a national programme, but administration should 

be decentralised.111

She concern of the Institute was that Native Education should be adequately 

financed and directed by an expert Educational Department, She stressed tne 
need for the National Advisory Board having a personnel competent to put forward 
recommendations that could eliminate the inefficiencies and lack of co-ordination 

which otherwise occur in divided Provincial control.

As the matter of Content had been raised by some speakers, she begged per­

mission to state that in her considerable practical e:pericnce in Native Educa­
tion, she had never found anything that could specifically be called Native 
Education, but rather the educational task of enabling African children to ad­

just themselves to the modern world in vihich they found themselves,

Mr, D, M'iTlmkulu, speaking for the African Teachers’ Organisations, expressed, 

(as other speakers also did) his appreciation of the work of those who had guided 
Native Education under the Provinces and the feeling of his Association that 

Native Education could wisely be left in their charge and should not be dis­
sociated from the Departments administering European education. He accepted, 
however, the scheme suggested by the Minister of Finance and Education,

Di% A .3, Xvna, speaking for the African National Congress, stressed the 

desire of his Congress that Native Education should be adequately financed from 
General Revenue, and controlled ty Educational Departments,

Senator "if,*, t'elsh hoped that the Union Education Department would take over 
financial responsibility for Native Education, but that the Provinces would con­

tinue to administer it,

Mr, G.E. Hemming, M .P., emphasised that Africans would not be content to have 
a special "Native" education differing from the ordinary education of the other 

children of our country.

Most speakers referred with gratitude to the progress which Mr D.L. Smit, the 
Secretary for Native Affairs, had through the last years mado possible for Educa­
tion by his successful efforts to arrange for the provision of increased funds,

Mrs, M, Ballinger, M .P., thanked the Minister for having called the Conference 
and mad.o possible the understanding of the Government's intentions and the ex­

pressions of the opinions of the bodies interested.
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