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A s South  Africans we are part o f  a total 
onslaught strategy. Military' service is 
one elem ent o f  this.

E very day we are faced with messages 
about war and the m ilitary. Soldiers 

I throng the streets o f  the cities and 
older brothers do camps and border 
duty. R id e  Safe, Bonus Bonds and the 
Southern Cross fund all encourage us 
to take part in the m ilitary effort.

The society that we live in tells us that 
war is inevitable and that, w hile there 

I are som e sacrifices, it is good fo r men 
j to jo in  the army and fo r  wom en to 
I support and wait fo r  them to return.

Som e o f  us have begun to w on der if  the 
messages we are hearing are all the
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These times on the Natal form lay the 
Foundation for their knowledge, dr the 
South /African bush

and for the friendship which Qnouue 
betujeen them.

This story begins during che WfeO's,on a 
Farm in Natal.TwoiViencfejkenand5ipho, 
both bom on the same, farm are playing.



schoo\r>eQr Durban.They see 
o^erdunng thehol-days and cfespite 

which ty«h to keep people m 
South Africa apart, they remain friends.

Then a longer separation comes: Ken aoee 
to university in Cape Town, Sipho leaves 
ror Soweto,seeking uuork in Johaiinn esburg.

Ken has the time of his life in Gape 
Town.
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This pain and violenoê uuhich Sipho expenepas 
causes hirnjtogether ujith thousands or 
others,to leave me country dr his birth.

Then came WbsthemosC painful 
uiatershed in South fiFnca's history; 
thus far.

A few yeqrs later, Ken graduates from 
university-and is conscripted to the army. 
AFter a number cf months,Ken Is sent to a 
Northern part oF South Africa,to patrol the 
bush. ~

During that fcimê Ken is driving back to the camp. 
The road is slippery, but Ken tednvingfastptoofaet 
The car hits a rock, skids and overturns. 
Miraculously,ten is Flung c!ear,but Knocked 
unconscious-

When he comes to,Che First thing he sees 
is an AV



The sun begins to rise, the tuuo Friends 
continue to talk and listen to each other. But?a  hundred metnss aajav^ a  South 

Afrxcan army pacro\ cracute closer.
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They see. the silhouettes of two pdcpte 
balking together.... .and of tire gun •

&
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A conclusion fe reached,an order V ŝtJly 
uahispered ,and the tuio friends d e 
ho»l of but lets. _

Ihe patrol comes warily for ward jcnd the men 
aredkjmfifounded at ujhac they find.______
'’Whatdo you think was"^! dunno,fc looksas 
ĝoing on c o r p o r a l ? t h e y  cuens friends^
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