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REPORT OF WORKSHOP DISCUSSION, 20 MAY 1987

The time h a s  come for ECC to m o v e  f o r w a r d  in the s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  
c ons c ri p t• i on i n to apa r t h e 1d "s a r my. Io do this we need to s i t u a  te 
o u r s e l v e s  w i t h i n  the c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  climate. T h e n  to e x a m i n e  our 
e f f e c tivity, p a s t  a n d  present. A n d  f i n a l l y  to d i s c u s s  the o p t i o n s  for 

movi ng f o r w a r d .

i. Political Climate
The s t a t e  of e m e r g e n c y  is n e a r l y  o n e  year old. It is us e f u l  to 

remind o u r s e l v e s  of s t a t e  of e m e r g e n c y  o b j e c t i v e s  as a b a c k g r o u n d  t-i_> 
f u r ther discu s s i o n .  The s t a t e  of e m e r g e n c y  was d e c l a r e d  on J u n e  1^, 

1986, w i t h  the f o l l o w i n g  o b j e c t i v e s  in minds
a) to s m a s h  peoples' power
b ) t o s m a s h e x t r a -- p a r 1 i a m e n t a r y o r g a n i s a t i o n s
c ) to ga ther inf or ma t i on a b o u t  p e o p l e s  "powe r and ex t r a - 

p a r l i a m e n t a r y  - o r g a n i s a t i o n s
d) to c o n s o l i d a t e  the r u l i n g  bloc w i t h  a h a r d l i n e  a n t i -  
" r e v o l u t i o n a r y "  s t a n c e  wi t h  the aim of a t t r a c t i n g  b o t h  u l t r a - r i g h t  a n d  

w a v e r i n g  liberal support.
e ) t o tig h t e n c o n t r o 1 o v e r inf o r m a t i o n g a t h e r i n g a n d d i s t r i. b u t i o n .

This is the c l i m a t e  in w h i c h  E C C  as an o r g a n i s a t i o n  m u s t  function. 1 i ie 
three m a j o r  a r e a s  that ECC is c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  are; (. i ) our 
c o n stituency; ( i i ) o ther e x t r a—pa-ri i a m e n t a r y  urgcini s a t  ions ari*>̂  
<; i i i ) the State. T h e s e  t hree a r e a s  d e t e r m i n e  h o w  ECC o p e r a t e s  a n d  
t h e r e f o r e  c u r r e n t  trends in e a c h  a r e a  n e e d  to be identified.

< i > 0 ur Co n s  t i iueric y
The wh i t e s .on 3. y e 1 ec t i on  i nd i c a ted a s i gn  if ic a n  t s h  i f t to the r i gh 11 .
Two p o s s i b i l i t i e s  e m e r g e  f r o m  this. Firstly, t h e r e  is now a larger 
pool of d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w h i t e s  for w h o m  the f u t i l i t y  of p a r i i a m e n t a r y  
p o l t i c s  has b e c o m e  ■ clear. P o t e n t i a l  e x i s t s  for w i n n i n g  tiiis gr>_>up 
into the e x c i t i n g  w o r l d  of e x t r a - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  politics. S e c o ndly, 
those who h a v e  m o v e d  r i ght are well o u t  of E C C ' s  range. I his may a l l o w  
ECC to a s s o c i a t e  itself m o r e  closely' w i t h  e x t r a - p a r  1 i a m e n t a r y  
p r o g r e s s i v e o r g a n i s a 1 1 o n s .

i. 1 1 _> E x t r a—Pari iamentarv_ Qj^gaiiJ^s^tions
An impor tant ciuest ion b e i n g  a s k e d  in e x t r a—par 1 i a m e n t a r y  c i r c 1 es is 
"What has h a p p e n e d  to ECC?". H i s t o r i c a l l y  E C C  h a s  b e e n  well r e s p e c t e d  
by p r o g r e s s i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  but n o w  they feel t h a t  ECC has s t o p p e d  
d e l i v e r i n g  the goods. E x t r a—par .i. i a m e n t a  ry o r g a n i s a t i o n s  are p u s h i n g  
for g r e a t e r  s u p p o r t  for their o w n  c a m p a i g n s  or g r e a t e r  p u n c h  w i t h i n  
our own consti t u e n c y .  W h i l e  this c r i t i c i s m  is well taken, ECC m u s t  be 
careful not to be p u s h e d  into a c t i o n s  u n s u i t a b l e  to the o b j e c t i v e s  
w i t h i n  our consti t u e n c y .  P e r h a p s  a d i s c u s s i o n  of our c o n s t i t u e n c y  w i t h  
p r o g r e s s i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  w i t h  a p o s s i b l e  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of the 
consti t u e n c y , w o u 1d h e 1p to d e t e r m i ne f u t u r e  s t r a t e g y .

Ci i i ) The S t a t e
Not mu c h  m o r e  n e e d s  to be s a i d  a b o u t  the S t a t e . the s t a t e  of
e m e r g e n c y  o b j e c t i v e s  s u m  it up well. R e p r e s s i o n  will increase,
i n f o r m a t i o n—a a t h e r i n g  (ie. d e t e n t i o n s )  will c o n t i n u e  a n d  the



H o w  e f f e c t i v e  h a s  E C C  b e e n  ?

a s c r i p t i o n  i n t o  a p a r t h e i d ' s  a r m y  h a s  b e e n  a n  i s s u e  for m a n y  y e a r s
.her g r o u p s  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s  w e r e  o b j e c t i n g  to c o n s c r i p t e d  s e r v i c e
n t h e  b H D F  l o n 9 b e f o r e  E C C  w a s  f o r m e d ,  b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a l w a y s  a

'-cuun.. ihe p o t e n t i a l  for u s i n g  c o n s c r i p t i o n  a s  a n  i s s u e  a r o u n d  w h i c h
tu m o b i l i s e  t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  a l w a y s  e x i s t e d .  E C C  u s e d  t h i s
p o t e n t i a l  to f il l  t h e  v a c u u m  a n d  h a s  u p  u n t i l  J u n e  1 9 8 6  e x c e e d e d  all 
e x p e c t a t i o n s .  -----

P r e - s t a t e  of e m e r g e n c y  E C C ' s  m e s s a g e  w a s  clear. C a m p a i g n s  w e r e  
c h e a t e r  i s e d  o y  f l a i r  a n d  c o n t e n t  a n d  w o n  o v e r  a l a r g e  a n d  
e n i h u s i d s t i c  a u d i e n c e .  E C C  a c t i v i s t s  w e r e  b r a s h  a n d  b o l d  a n d  w e r e

!;p U T o n  . b y  m a n V s u c c e s s e s . O r g a n i s a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e
'-eniutrd.tic, v i b r a n t  a n d  t o g e t h e r .  E C C ' s  c o n s t i t u e n c y  w a s  e x p a n d i n g .

-3. fire w e  s t i l l  b e i n g  e f f e c t i v e ?

Fost.-st.ate of e m e r g e n c y  E C C ' s  m e s s a g e  h a s  b e c o m e  u n c l e a r .  T h e  s l n q a n s  

r"fy ‘°r "'iaV loi) s t i l l  b e  c a t c h y  a n d  s l i c k  b u t  t h e  c o n t e n t  h a s  b e c o m e  
s e v e r e l y  c u r t a i l e d .  It is o f t e n  s a i d  that, if t h e  E C C  l o g o  a n d  c h a i n  
* r e  there, p e o p l e  will  connect, a n d  s u p p o r t .  A t  b e s t  t h i s  foav b e  s o

committed supporters but it-xertainly won't gain new s upporters 
i or fcL-L .

tC(;:4a C t W ii 5 t s a r e  d e m o t i v a t e d  a n d  t h e r e  is a n e r v o u s  r e l u c t a n c e  to 

.1C i’"1 b.(-(- work. T h e r e  is a l s o  a t e n d e n c y  to o v e r - c e n s o r  E C C
+na ctCti'-‘n s - 1 A n u m b e r  of p r e - s t a t e  of e m e r g e n c y  E C C  

W e r S  b a n n e d ' b u t  h a v e  -n'/ b e e n  b a n n e d  p o s t - s t a t e  oftiiicr ! i_it.".* * i L  y ! |

* P*  d l E J°’n l e d ' t o p - h e a v y  a n d  i n d i v i d u a l s•-». I fcf fcf cA ~ J 1 -i. y 1 J.J X .;;;i t. 0  Q

Put fT h e  f';L 15 S t i 11 a l i v e  a n d  -functioning is a p r o m i s i n g  sign.

- L  c-n - n  n'iUS.t S t i U  be asked: 1S ECC s t i H  c a p a b l e  ofigniTiccH.ni_.i y 7 1 1 1 1 n g  t h e  c o nsc r i p t i o n  i s s u e  v a c u u m ?

4. M o v i n g  F o r w a r d

J " v,”? T l n 9 . t ^ r W a r d  a n d  °U t  °f t h e  a s s e s s m e n t , w h a t  a r e  E C C ' s  t a s k s  
i ii = 3 l y , a n d  set.undiy, w h a t  a r e  the o p t i o n s ?

■i- ti..i c u r r y  the a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n  b a n n e r  h i g h  

+-° i m p r o v e  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  E C C  a n d  e x t r a -  
p a r  1 i a m e n t a r y  o r g a n i s a t i o n s

I I":' dem,fcratise organisations under repressive conditions
*«• b u i l d  s k i l l s  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p
t t !.j i 111 p r o v e con t e n t i n c a m p a i g n s e t c

*' 9 '"' ba c k  . to t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  a n d  p l a c e  t h e  i s s u e
u+ jn s c r l p t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  a p a r t h e i d  c o n t e x t .

b) O p t i o n s :

* A t  p r e s e n t  t h e  d o m i n a n t  v i e w  is t h a t  E C C  s h o u l d  p u s h
• i'-. .legal s t r u g g l e  u n r e s e r v e d l y .  C o n t e n t  must-

b e  r e - i n c o r p o r a t e d  a n d  c l a r i f i e d .  T h e  c o n s c r i p t i o n



- ? K U e  n'U S t  b e  u n a s h a n , e d ly l i n k e d  to a s  m a n y  
t h e r  j s s u e s / c a m p a  i g n s  a s  p o s s  i b 1 e

O t h e r  o p t i o n s  m e n t i o n e d  for c o n s i d e r a t i o n  are:

* T o  e n g a g e  in a d e f i a n t  n a t i o n a l  m a s s  a c t i o n

n f , b a c k  ,to a n  o v e r t  " S t o p  the C a l l - U p "  e m p h a s i s ,  
h i s  h . s  e x t r e m e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n .

b e  s l - M - r  i "* C u n s C  r o p t i o n  i s s u e  c o u l d  s t i l l
* 1>, o ^ ,  ;i 0 tS r ^ ‘̂ - p a r l i a m e n t a r y  organisations.

: V p . '"‘n a n o t h e r  i s s u e  in t h e  w h i t e  c o m m u n i t y  
c*i u u n d  w h i c h  to o r g a n i s e .
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