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Central  Branch

SHI S IE S T A  IT ̂
The Meeting was called to order Toy the Organism* Secretary of 

the Party at 8-30 P.m. Benischowit?  he Temporary Chairman.

S - fi a f ? e ^ r h r t S eS ^ n f s -

r nr s e tcer :tary' eJ o S a S °B e S m n a* e CTettea that he - s  unahle to attend 

t J  Meeting as his presence was required  at the oity H a l l .

e l e c t i o n  o f  o f f i c e r s . .
The following: O ff icers  were then annoint.- \ .-

Chairman - K.Benischowlt? M  K.Barnett
V i c 5-Chait* —M • X » o s  ,j  ti vnn r p l^ pr 6n
Treasurer- O.von Gelderen Committee H.von <Jelderen

Secretary- P .Kostoh  

for m e e t in g s .

CORRESPONDENCE. ++0~ -pynm the Relief  Committee for the
Thp Secretary read a letter from tne k b i h i  o u m i  
in ' . / p \ thp  "nri me consideration ox tnis

Committee^is6to^alleviate the i^orta'nee of

r e“ ^ t h i r o ^ i t e ^ S;oved' that Centra!

the^Coverning^BodyWso that i- u e d .

m  “ r L e  P.Lopes moved that the
syllabus of Lectares and arrange to invite  a l l  Party Memo. 

le0tUrer - ’S ! o r ^ ? o r e r | 1^ r a d e  , ^opes to ^ e f f e c t  Jhat^the 

Body^for^he^nuroose^f obtaining a permanent hall for all Party

«e mhersoWaSaearrleLd .es ^  ^  thg Executive C o ^lttee  o r g a n l^  a

CDr ^ e r i a ? n e 1 ? y r t h « n 1 a c o h s L : . r i ^ .  IZ » .I ,« n  was appointed 

to Qoorserate with the Executive Committee.
The meeting was then closed .

I -"'Chairman

-Secretary



Central Branch

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, CENTRAL BRANCH, 

INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY ( S .  A . ) ,  HELD AT 12? LONGMARKET STREET,
CAPE TOWN, ON 1 s t .  AUGUST 1933 AT R . 1 5  P .M .

COMRADES PRESENT.
Comrades M. Barnett ,  M . B e n i s c h o w i t z , C .von  Gelderen,  H .von  

Gelderen, P .K o sto n ,  an<l H .L u n n ,  were present.  Comrade M.Lopes was 
excusably absent on account of i l l n e s s .

AGENDA.
Minutes ,  Corresoondence , and General B usiness .

MINUTES.
The minutes of the f i r s t  meeting of Central Branch held on 

Thursday, 2 7 t h . J u l y ,1933  were read by the Secretary .

■ CORRESPONDENCE.
A letter  d ea lin g  with the suspension  of M r .C .P earce  from 

membership intthe Party and expressing; g-ood wishes to the Branch 
was received from the Organising- Secretary .

GENERAL.
(a)  Lectures for A l l  Party Members.

A Committee c o n sist ing  of Comrades Benischowitz  and M.Lopes 
was a n o i n t e d  to cooperate with  the Organising- Secretary  and the 
Secretary  0# the Governing Body for the ournose of drawing: uo a 
syllabus  of lectures to be a t t e n d e d  by a l l  Party members, 

fb) Lectures and Reading-s for Central Branch.
Comrades Benischowitz  and Koston were detailed  to arrange 

for lectures and readings  to be delivered at Central Branch meetings,  
(c )  Permanent Hall  for All  Party  Members.

In  accordance w ith  the instructions  received from the Branch 
Meeting  of July  2 7 th .  it  was decided that the Secretary  communicate 
to the Secretary of the Governing’ Body the fo llowing  decision :-  

Central Branch is ore oared to coonerate with  the other 
Branches of the Parxy for the ouroose of o btain ing  a perman
ent hall  for the use of a l l  Party members. Central  Branch 
is willing- to donate 2 5 # of its total income towards such a 
hall  i f  the other Branches contribute a s im ilar  proportion 
of their incomes. We recommend that the Secretary  of the 
Governing Body arrange for  a meeting- of the Executive  Comm
ittees or representatives  of a l l  Branches to discuss and 
olan this matter .

( d ) Dance
Comrades Barnett ,  Ben ischow it 7 and Koston w°re instructed  to 

coonerate with the Dance Committee to oreoare for a dance to be held 
on Saturday ,  2 n d .September at the Hotel Edward i f  p o ss ib le .  I t  was 

decided Itoxi to charge 3 I-  f ° r s ingle  and 5 /=, f ° r double t ic k e t s .
( e )  Party Conference .

The Secretary  was instructed  to notify  the Governing Body 

of the following  recommendation^-



INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY ( S . A . )

Central Branch

MINUTES OF 1 s t . AUGUST 1933 - Continued.

In  view of the present state of the Party ,  the lack of 
a detailed  C on st itu t io n ,  and of a nroCTamme based unon a 
careful  analysis  of the economic conditions of South A f r i c a ,  
Central Branch urgently  recommends that the Governing Body of 
the Party arrange for a Party Conference to be held as soon as 
no ss ib le .  We s u r e s t  that the week-end of September 30-0ctober 2 
would be a su itab le  time.

The meeting was then c losed .  ^

Chairman

Secretary



Central Branch

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, CENTRAL BRANCH, 
INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY ( S . A . ) ,  HELD AT 14 1 LONOMARKET STREET, 

CAPE TOWN, ON 21 S t .  AUGUST 1 935 AT 8 . 1 5  P .M .

PRESENT
Comrades M .B a r n e tt ,  C .Von Gelderen ,  H .Von  G e ld e r e n ,P .K o s t o n , 

M .L o o e s ,  and H .Lunn  rere present .  In  th« abslence  of M .B e n i s c h o w it z , 
the Chair was taken by the Vice-chairman, Comrade M .Looes .

AGENDA
M inutes ,  Correspondence* Reports .General  B u sin e s s .

MINUTES
The Minutes of the Executive  Committee M eeting  of Amgust 1st .  

were accepted as read .

CORRESPONDENCE AND REPORTS
(1)  A letter  from M .B en isc h o w it 7 informing the Secretary of his 

r es ig n at io n  from the Party was read .  D r .B e n is c h o w it 7 s tated  in his 

letter  that he had friven his reasons for his a ct ion  to the Govern
ing  Body of the Party  at its meeting of August 14th .  Comrade Ko^ton 
reported that the reason for the r e s ig n at io n  of M .Benischowit?  as 
? iven  by M .Benischowit?  at  the meeting of the Governing Body was 
that the Party was withdrawing from the R e l i e f  Committee for the 
Victims of German Fascism (Cape) to which withdrawal  Dr .Benischowitz 
was opposed. Comrade Koston pointed out that the Party had not decided 
to withdraw from the R e l i e f  Committee. The res ignation  of M.Benisch-

owit7  was a c c e n t e d .
( 2 )  Comrade M.Lopes was asked to renort on the progress of the 

R e l i e f  Committee for  the Victims of German Fascism f-Caoe) since its 
in c e p t io n .  Comrade M .Iooes  reported that at the Conference held at 
the Banpueting  Ha ll  on Au-^ust 7 t h .  about twenty-five organisations 
were represented .  'Although a few Trade Union delegates were pyesent, 
the total  number of Trade Unions p a r t ic ip a t in g  was d isappoint ing .
The Communist Party  and its s ub sid iary  organisations  attempted to 
turn the R e l i e f  Committe- into a p o l i t i c a l  body by introducing  r e s o l 
utions wholly  outside the terms of reference  by which the Conference 
was c a l le d .  As at the f i r s t  meeting of the duly-elected R e l i e f  Comm
ittee  the Communist Party  and its  s ub sid ia ry  organisations  pursued 
the same t a c t ic s ,  the Governing Body of the Party called  a meeting of 
a l l  I . L . P .  delegates to the Conference to decide the course of the 
I . L . P .  in its  relat ions  with  the R e l i e f  Committee. The meeting of 
I . L . P .  delegates drafted  a resolution  embodying the aims and purposes 
of  the R e l i e f  Committee and instructed  Comrades Goodlatte and Lopes
to present this resolu t io n  at the neyt meeting of the R e l i e f  Committee 
On Sunday,  August 2 0 th .  ,a  meeting of the R e l i e f  Committee was held at 
which M .B e n i s c h o w i t ? , chairman of the R e l i e f  Committee, was rude to 
Comrades Goodlatte and M .Lopes .  The r e l i e f  Committee decided to ’ iscuss 
the I . L . P . ' s  re solu t io n  at another and larger meeting to be held on 
F r id ay ,  2 5 th .  August .  The resolution  of the I . L . P .  P la in ly  stated

that there were two aims of the R e l i e f  Committee a n 1 only two, f irst



Central Branch

MINUTES OF AUGUST 2 1 s t . -Continued

F i r s t —
to raise  funds for the German V i c t i m s , and second ,  to carry on oroP- 
afranda against  German Fascism. The resolution  also  laid flown that 
p o l i t i c a l  "bodies may not attacked other p o l i t i c a l  bodies from the 
olatforms of the R e l i e f  Committee.

Comrade M.Lopes in concluding- his renort pointed out the 
fundamental dif ferences  e r i s t i n ^  between the I . I . P .  and the C .P .
The Comiftnist Party continual ly indulged in revolut ionary  ohrases 
that did not correspond to concrete r e a l i t i e s y their  interpretation  
of Fascism was u n s c i e n t i f i c  and uhMarxian as they completely fa iled  
to d is t in g u is h  between Fascism and ordinary byur£:ois democracy.
Comrade M . L o o p s  explained that this view of Fascism was totally  in 
correct and showed that any class-conscious German worker l iv in g  now 
would much rather  live under the ordinary  c a p i t a l i s t  democracy where 
be had the chance to openly organise and s tru f^ le  for his p ol it ical  
and economic rights  than under Fascism whose aim was to completely 
destroy and suppress a l l  working-class org an isat io n s .

Comrade Lopes also  pointed out that the resolutions  of the 
Communist P^rt^  rt«lllr>r fo T' p ar t ia l  strikes  and mass demonstrations 
were adventurist ic  as it  was r id ic u lo us  to expect the South A fr ican  
workers ,  at their  Present state of development, to strike  or demon
strate  for P o l i t i c a l  purposes. The P o l i t i c a l  strike  could be carried  
out only by an advanced,  well-organised p r o le t a r i a t .

A fter  d is c u ss io n ,  Comrade Lopes move^ that Central  Branch 
endorses the a ct io n s o f  the Governing Body of the P~rtv an* the course 
it  has pursued in its re lat io ns  with the R e l i e f  Committee for the 
Victims of German Fascism (C a n e ) .  Seconded by C. von Gelderen and 
passed unamimously.

( 3 )  The Secretary  reported that the recommendation to the 
Governing: Body to 'h o ld  a PartybConference in the near future had been 
accented by the Governing Body. Thp date of the Conference was fixed  
for the 1 s t .  ond 2 nd. of October.  Other deta ils  had not yet been a rr 
ange d .

( 4 )  The Secretary  reported that the matterof a oermanent hall  
for the use of a l l  Party members would have to be le ft  ov- r̂ u n t i l  the 
Party Conference .

( 5 )  The report of the Secretary  to the e f f e c t  that the f i r s t  
Dance of the Branch would be held on the 7 t h .  October at the Hotel 
Edward was a c c e n t e d .

GENERAL BUSINESS
TT1 I t  was decided to hold a lecture or debate some time in

September. Arrangements were le ft  in the hands of the Vice-chairman 
and Secretary .

( 2 )  Comrade Barnett  moved that a l l  prospective members of the 
Branch must be proposed and seconded by members g;ood stan<Hn? and 
endorsed bybthe Executive  Committee. The motion was seconded by D.Lunn 
and passed.

( 3 )  Comrade H .von  Gelderen orooosed the names of Miss B .Kaplan



INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY ( S . A . )  

Central  Branch

MINUTES OF AUGUST 21 at.-Concluded

and K iss  K . S i l p e r t  as members. They weire seconder! by C .von  Gelderen 

and accepted as members.
(4 )  Comrade M .Barnett  moved that the Executive  Committee put 

before the Branch at  the next Branch Meeting  t he 'Q u e st io n  of the 
sale of l iterature  and badges. This proposal as seconded by Comrade 

Koston and massed.
( $ ) The Secretary  was instructed  to sen-1 prretinsrs to Comrade 

C . I^m bl^y  who is now in  N atal .

The meeting was closed at 9 .3 0  n .m.

Chairman

Secretary .



Central Branch

fs^A J °H F ID TAT THFT4?cu?FR n A ^Rnn^MRANCH’ n:DEPEN™ T  LABOUR PARTY 
Ai THE AEGUS B0ARD K O O U  ON THURSDAY, 7 th .  SEPTEMBER , 1 933 .

A GENDA .

Party  cJSSSSU.̂ SŜ  '
The m e e t in g  was c a l l e d  to ord e r  by the V ice- Chairm an  a t b 8 . 3 0 .

MINUTES

The Klnutes  of the Meeting  of  2 7 t h . J a l y ,  were read and confirmed 

ELECTION OF CHATRttA^

lnr  S°*U 2 f  the Partsr at lts "le-tlnf O- A-i^<.tC14th  C o r ^ * ^ ' ? " "Trov^d tb*  S e c r e t a r y  >>* i -u 14th.  C o r r a ^  D.Lunn
aslrins hirr to r P c o n s S  hli  3 ! ^ • J , ° .Write to M r -Benischowit?

LicBroom. Comrade l . L o o p s  ^ t f t e d  t h a t ^ ' r  s ? ? ondefi Comrade

z i !£ B  S S S t " ;

a n d nH ? L u n n ° o a r t i c i p a t e d  i n ^ d i t c u —  i o n ° 3 f t *** 3 * r £s t t ’ D . L u n n ,  P h i l l i p s ,

5!ssjssts"ihsŝ :-,l>*ssntsir?2̂ 5si*5iia -?*|«*,i«.w;f?hsss;;roS5issm’
This was seconded by J o m r ^ S ^ ^ p a ^ d - B e n l s c h o w l t , ,  be accented 

DAECE
held on the 7 th?O ctSb e™ at  the H o t * l ^ w a r f l ^ T i c l c e t ^ w  would be
and Placards had b»en di^ tr ibn+f^  ai+v, > * • t were now on sale

month and only a f e ^  r e p o ^ S a d ^ e a  ^ ^ V l Z U V l n l n ^ f  1? f h’  
the dance would he a success .  The report w a s ’ a ^ e * .  “  that

RELIEF COVVTTTF.y. «« + *,■•+«

a f t e r  zlTr'ttt  o f ^ n i U a ?  d i m c u ? ? i e ?  J W ' V *  ° orâ t e * s a i d  that 
i o n i n p  as w e l l  as rri°-ht he c y v n t . f l  Committee was funct- 

Royal Theatre on ^ ^ 5 .

men who were in  no way connected with  the labour mor-ment had been



INDEPENDENT LABOUR PARTY ( S . A . )  
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MINUTES OF 7 ^ ^ •Septem b er , continue* .

invited  to sneak .  Comrade Tones announced that the R e l i e f  Committee 
would in the near future hold a Concert at the City  Hall  and urged 
a l l  members of the Branch to five the Concert an much Publicity  and 
sunnort as P o ss ib le .  The report was adopted.

PARTY CONFERENCE
A letter  was read from the Secretary  of the Governing Body 

ask ing  the Branch to appoint  s ir  delegates ,  three w ith  votes and 

three with  the r ig h t  to sneak but no vote ,  to the Party Conference 
to be held on 1 s t .  and 2 n d .Octob er . The Branch was asked to orepare 
resolutions  to be put before Conference.

A fter  a good deal of irrelevant  d iscuss ion ,  Comrade H .von  
Gelderen moved that the Branch meet in a fortnight  to discuss r e s o l 
utions to be presented at Conference.  This was seconded by D.Lunn and 
adopted.  Comrade Koston moved that the s ix  delegates tor Conference 
be constituted as a Resolutions  Committee to draw up resolutions  to 
be presented to the Branch at the next meeting.  Seconded by Comrade 
Campbell and passed .  The fo llowing  were aonointe^d as delep  tes to the 
Conference;- Comrades, C .von Gelderen,  H .von Gelderen ,  P .K o sto n ,  
j .C a m n b e l l ,  W .Duncan ,  and R.McBroom, the f i r s t  three having the power 
to vote .

LITERATURE AKD BADGES
I t  was decided that the Branch nresent a resolution  covering 

I . L . P .  badges at Party  Conference .  The d r a ft in g  of the resolut ion  was 
left  to the Resolutions  Committee. A L iterature  Committee c o n sist ing  
of Comrades Lones and Koston was appointed and instructed  to reoort 
to the next  meeting of the Branch on literature  suitable  for use as 
par ty or o na gan d a .

FINANCIAL REPORT
The reoort of the Treasurer was adopted as read .

NEW BUSINESS
Comrade D.Lunn pronosed the name of S .Duncan  as a member of the 

p arty .  Seconded by H .von Gelderen.

Comrade Barnett moved that any pr int in g  that the Branch may 
require  in the future should be .riven only to those firms that have 
the r ig h t  to use the Typographical Union la b e l .  Seconded by P .Koston  
and nassed.

_____Sec.
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