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Was Never Consulted About 
Treason Court Judges

TO

PRETORIA.

^ H E  successful defence appli­
cation for the recusal of Mr. 

Justice Ludorf led to the ad­
journment of the ̂ Treason Trial 
for one week until this coming 
Monday, August 11, and raised 
some doubts as to whether the 
Special Court would have to be 
reconstituted and the whole 
bench appointed afresh.

Basutoland 
Congress 

Says: "We 
Shall Give 

Report a Fair 
Trial"

see page 4

Mr. Pirow Q.C., chief Crown] ster told him he had decided to 
prosecutor, said he was confident | appoint a special court of three 
“everything can be fixed in a week.”

The defence did not concede that
the Special Court was still properly 
constituted, nor did it oppose the 
Crown’s application for the post­
ponement. The defence was anxious 
only for the least possible delay, 
said Mr. Maisels, Q.C., chief de­
fence counsel.

Tight Spot
Meanwhile, Mr. Justice Rumpff’s 

explanation in court on Monday 
for not recusing himself puts the 
Minister of Justice, Mr. Swart, in 
a tight spot and places a heavy 
onus on him to give Parliament and 
the country an explanation of his 
position.

judges and the other two would be 
(Continued op page 3)
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Speaking in Parliament during 
the second reading of the Special 
Courts Amendment Bill, Mr. Swart 
said:

“When I had to appoint the 
court, I consulted the Judge-Presi­
dent as to what he intended doing, 
and he informed me that he would 
have appointed Judge Rumptf to 
hear the case. I then appointed 
Judge Rumpff as the senior judge 
o f. the court and I consulted Judge 
Rumptf on the further appoint- 

.^^nenis.*- vHansard for July 14. col. 
320.)

In court on Monday, Mr. Justice 
Rumpff said that when the Mini- “HERE THEY COME!” The two buses provided for the accused have drawn up outside the Old 

Synagogue converted into a courthouse, and the accused walk into court. (Mr. J. Slovo, Dr. G, M.
Naicker, Mr. T. Tshume and Mr. T. Mqota.)

Crown Hires Publicity Agent for Treason Trial
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JOHANNESBURG.
1 AWYERS are shocked at 
^  the revelation that the 

Crown has employed a publi­
city agent part (rf whose job 
will apparently be to give the 
press official handouts on the 
treason trial.

As one lawyer put it: “It is 
an outrageous proposition that 
the Crown should have to hire 
someone to report a case to the 
public.”

Mr. Pirow's press attache is Mrs.

V.

Prof. Z. K. Matthews received a pile of telegrams of supi^rt for the 
accused from a post office messenger jnst before the trial opened.

Henry Makgothi a 
Free Man

PRETORIA.
When the treason trial pro­

ceedings opened, Henry G. 
Makgothi was not ajrnong the 
accused: a medical certificate
received by the Crown said 
that he would require hospital­
isation for at least six months. 
The Crown then announced 
that it had been d^'ided to 
withdraw the indictment against 
him.

This leaves 91 accused stand­
ing trial.

Mapula Rood, formerly a social 
reporter on one of the English 
dailies and now wife of a former 
Nationalist M.P., who farms in the 
same area as Mr. Pirow.

Mrs. Rood's duty is to write re­
ports of the proceedings of the 
Treason Trial. Her reports will be 
vetted by the Special Branch.

On the opening day of the trial, 
in the presence of some of the ac­
cused. she thanked a press photo­
grapher for having taken “ such a 
darling picture of Mr. Pirow and 
Mr. de Vos” which appeared in one 
of the newspapers. “Do give me a 
copy for Pirow. as a special 
favour,” she simpered.

To one Sunday newspaper Mrs. 
Rood described the Crown's new 
expert Father Joseph Bochenski as 
“a darling and “a dear.”

If the press attaches publicity 
abou^ night and day Special Branch 
euards around Father Bochenski is 
her master stroke up to now, it has 
achieved nothing more than a 
comic opera effect. The purpose of 
this Crown publicity might be to 
suggest that Father Bochenski is in 
danger. How absurd!

The public that is paying for this 
trial might well ask: who hired
Mrs. Rood and who pays her?

And why the need for special 
handouts, vetted by the Special 
Branch, to embassies and con- 
sultates and news agencies? Why 
is the prosecution afraid to relv on 
the normal press coverage of the

proceedings? Is there a special slant 
that the prosecution needs to put 
over?

Accused have 
World-Wide Support

JOHANNESBURG.
As the accused filed into the 

dock at the treason trial a huge 
pile of telegrams from well 
wishers arrived and were 
handed round to them.

They came from the Council 
of Negro Women of the United 
States. Canon Collins, the Lon­
don New Age Committee, Mrs. 
Mary Louise Hooper, a num­
ber of American organisations 
and trade unions. Congress 
branches and individuals 
throughout the Union.

TV wire from Cheddi Jagan, 
Prime Minister of British 
Guiana, read: “Warmest good 
wishes Guianese people fully 
supporting you against tyranny 
and injustice.”
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