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DEDUCT I OHS OF FINES FROM I7AGES OF NATIVE OFFENDERS •

The Judges* Conference impressed, by the fact that 
very large numbers of natives are imprisoned for petty offences, 
suggested the following as means whereby this evil might be 
reduced.

I. A reduction in the amount of fines imposed to a
standard more in accord with the earning capacity 
of the average native*

II. A more general enforcement of the provisions of the 
Criminal Procedure and Evidence Act No.31 of 1917> 
of the regulations under the Act set forth in Govern
ment Notice 21^7 of 1927, whereby fines may be paid 
through a stop order on the wages of the offender.
This would necessitate:

$ Consent of the convicted person.
Enforcement of the carrying out of the order 
by the employer.

The Chief Magistrate of Johannesburg supports these 
proposals and is anxious that the goodwill and co-operation of 
employers be secured in carrying out the second proposal.

With respect to ltIw.

The Joint Council welcomes the suggestion of a general 
reduction in the scale of fines imposed as removing what has 
been an oppressive burden on the native population.

Uith respect to ffllw.

The following points are noted:

1. ADVANTAGES.

(a) The step proposed would result in a decrease 
in the number of petty offenders committed to 
gaol, and thus introduced to the degrading in
fluences of prison life. In
the appallingly high number of 
was reached in Johannesburg.

(b) A convicted person could return at once to his 
work, which would be an advantage to himself 
and to his employer.

(c) Considerable saving to the coffers of the State 
would be effected.

2- DISADVANTAGES.

(a) Payment of fines in this manner would tie the 
native to his employer in the same way as pay
ment of the native poll tax by farmers binds 
natives working on farms. In cases of unscru
pulous employers this would open the way to abuse.
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2.

(b) Approval of the proposal might beinterpreted as 
acquiescence in the continued existence of those 
laws vhich create so many petty criminal offences 
for natives.

(c) The measure proposed would lighten the burden of 
petty offences both for the native offender and 
for his employer; and would tend to make it more 
difficult to create a healthy public opinion on 
such questions as the Pass Laws.
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