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9th May, 194 9.

The Acting Clerk,
Conanittee on Slavery and Protection of Native Races, 

32 Tavistock Square,
LjNDCSJ h . C. I .

Dear Sir,

With further reference to your letter of the 15th February to Dr. 

Edsrar Brookes, we asked Mr. J . D. Rheinallt Jones to give his opinions on 

the matters you raised. He submitted a statement to our Executive c™ ’J ^ ee 
who approved it . I enclose a copy of his statement aid also a cooy of the 

Institute’ s pamphlet "The South West Africa Question" to whicn he refers 

in the statement.

The Institute is considering sending an investigator to South West 

Africa shortly.

Yours truly,

Cuintin Whyte



\ In res onae to the enquiry of "The Committee on Slavery and the 
Protection of the lative Races'1 the following notea are submitted. Un
fortunately, I ana about to leave for the Grange Free State and will 
immediately an «y return have to proceed to the Copperbelt, X* Rhodesia, 
so that theae notes can only deal briefly with the efforts of the Rev.
Uichael Soott an behalf of the Non-European inhabitants of South Vest 
Africa*

It is unfortunate that Mr. Scott*s volume In E*ce of Fear is so 
badly constructed for it oust have laade it very difficult for anyone not 
acquainted with the historical development of the present situation in 
South West Africa to obtain a dear pieture of it*

If  the Union's administration of South West Africa is tested only 
against the background of the German occupation of the territory it is 
impossible not to agree that the Union Government has brought a considerable 
measure of security and protection against injustice and ill-treatment to 
the Son-European peoples of the territory*

The crux of the situation is the Land Question, and Mr* Soott is 
right in pressing the issue, for there «d 11 be no goodwill between the 
lon-European peoples and the ruropeans until a fair settlement is reached*

But there are important points to be kept in mind) (l) the Herero 
are the most discontented, and this is because, before and after the German* 
camo, they claimed sovereignty over practioally the whole of the territory* 
This claim was based on the faot that they made predatory raids into the 
areas occupied by other tribes and were the moat powerful people* Any claim 
of theirs would require very careful scrutiny before justice could be done.
(z) Unless the complete withdrawal of the European population is demanded, 
there oust be adequate provision for European occupation of land for a well 
developed asferian economy. (S) The lon-European peoples oannot advance 
civilisation*without European aid: their subsistence economy will not 
support the agencies for their advancement nor will it support them as 
they rise in the scale of living. European aid of a philanthropic character 
only will not go far. It is only b^enabling the Non-Europeans to contribute 
progressively to the increasing national income of the territory, through 
well-organised agricultural development of the Reaervea and through the 
ei^loyment of Hon-Europeans under very nueh improved conditions on European 
farms, on the mines and elsewhere in employment under Europeans, that there 
can be any hope of European aid through taxation etc. (4) For the foregoing 
reasons, the lon-European peoples cannot all be occupiers of land as in the 
past, and m y settlement of the land question must take this into account.

Our experience in the Union doeant encourage hope that any fair 
aettlament of the question can be secured or that, even if the Government 
were generous, it would be able to withstand the opposition of the European 
farmers, or that, even if it could the Herero and other tribe* would be 
satisfied* If  the United Hations had Jurisdiction over the territory and 
prodeeded to re-allot the land between the European and Hon-Europeans (and 
between the Hon-Europeana themselves) it would probably not be able to prevent



j<koat bit torn© a a in racial relations*

As the Union has refused to submit the territory to United Nat ions' 
trusteeship and has now integrated it within the Onion's parliamentary system 
the responsibility for pressing for as fair a settlement of the land question 
as possible rests upon the Onion, and the Institute of Raoe Relations should 
initiate a study of the led situation in South West Afrioa to foraulate 
proposals for submission to the Government.

Another matter calling for action is the unsatisfactory conditions for 
Native labour on the farms. The recently published report of a committee 
appointed by the South West Africa administration emphasised the need for 
reform. The Anglo-American Corporation which has taken over diammd mines forwerly 
controlled by Germans, has been anxious to raise Native wages but the farmers 
have protested strongly an the ground that the mines already take away their 
labour. (Radical inproveraents in livinfc conditions on th mines have been 
effooted). Efforts are now being made by the farmers to secure measures to 
coerce immigrant workers from Angola to go to the farms in South Vest Afrioa 
instead of the gold mines of the Witwatersrand where their wa^es are such higher. 
Farm labour wages have not risen since the early years of this oentury.

Education, health sorvioea, and social welfare generally are very 
backward in the territory, and the ctiticisms of the Permanent Mandates Cossrission 
are, generally speak^g, still valid (See the Institute's pamphlet The South 
West Afrioa Question). — — —

The replies of the Onion Government to the Questionnaire of the 
Trusteeship Council are, in the main, factually correct} but an independent 
investigation would have amplified the replies with other facts to show the 
inadequacy ofthe Administration's vision and resources in men and money to 
Carry out a progressive liberal programs* for the advanoewmt of the 
lon-European peoples.

Another matter that requires attention is the status of the San-European 
inhabitants of South West Africa. This is dealt with in the above-mentioned 
pamphlet. In view of the politioal intonation ot South West Africa with the 
Union and he legislation for the naturalisation of Germans, it has become 
imperative to clear up the status of the IIon-Eurppesn.

In the Onion Senate, the Government and the United Party Senators opposed 
Senator Brookes* motion asking that some form of direct representation in the 
Onion P*rliarwnt for the Han-European peoples of South West Africa. The 
Government-nominated Senator to be appointed by the Governor-General to 
represent their interests will be no more active cm their behalf, if as active, 
as those so appointed to represent the Africans of the Onion. It behoves the 
Institute of Race Relations to take active interest in the welfare of these 
people and to present their needs to those In authority, whether in South West 
Afrioa or in the Union.

In conclusion, it should be said that the Rev* Michael Scott's 
representation of the case of the Berero and other Bon—European peoples in



Sjfith West Africa in the document In Face of Fear was substantially oorrect• 

Unfortunately, he does not easily work with others. Agenoies which hold extras 
views and take extrerae action took advantage of his unwearying devotion to the 
cause of the under-dog, with the result that his name was identified with their 
activities and it was made impossible for bodies and individuals who do not 
share the extreme views to work with him, and it certainly provoked hostile 
reactions in the public mind as wwll as in the minds of cabinet ministers and 
government officials.

%  the other hand, the Institute's pamphlet, which gave ouch the same 
facts, had considerable effect both at United Nations and in South Africa.

The moment has come for the Institute to work out a policy and a 
programme for the advancement of the Kon-Buropean peoples of South West Africa 
as it has done with saeh fruitful results for the Non-European peoples of jrfthe 
the Union, and to press these cm the Government and the people of the Uniao 
of South West Africa*

J . D . RHEINALLT JONES.

2 2 .4 .4 9 .



A  In response to the enquii "The Ccmuittee on Slavery and
-̂ji:: r.^rotect i o n of Native Races" the following notes are submitted, 
jjjnf crtunately, I am about to leave for the Orange Free State and 
will immediately on my return have to proceed to the Copperbelt,
N, Rhodesia, so that these notes can only deal briefly with the 
efforts of the R.ev. Michael Scott on behalf of the Non-European 
inhabitants of South West Africa.

It is unfortunate that Mr. Scott's volume In Face of Fear 
is so badly constructed for it must have made it very difficult 
for anyone not acquainted with the historical development of the 
present situation in South West Africa to obtain a clear picture 
of i t .

If the Union's administration of South West Africa is tested 
only against the background of the German occupation of the 
territory it is impossible not to agree that the Union Government 
has brought a considerable measure of security and protection 
against injustice and ill-treatment to the Non-European peoples 
of the territory.

The crux of the situation is the Land Question, and Mr. Scott 
is right in pressing the issue , for there will be no goodwill oet- 
ween the Non—European peoples and the Europeans until a fair 
settlement is reached.

But there are important points to be kept in mind: (1) the 
Herero are the most discontented, and this is because, before and 
after the Germans came, they claimed sovereignty over practically^ 
the whole of the territory. This claim was based on the fact that 
they made predatory raids into the areas occupied by other trioes 
ana were the most powerful people. Any claim of theirs would 
require very careful scrutiny before justice could be done. (2)Unless 
the complete withdrawal of the "European population is demanded, 
there must be adequate provision for European pccupation of land 
for a well developed agrarian economy. (3) The Non-European peoples 
cannot advance in civilization without European aid: their sub
sistence economy will not support the agencies for their advance
ment nor will it support them as they rise in the scale of living. 
European aid of a philanthropic character only will not go 
It is only by enabling the Non-Europeans to comricute progressively 
to the increasing National income of the territory, through we 11- 
organized agricultural development of the Reserves and through the 
employment of Non-Europeans under very mucfr improved conaitions o. 
European farms, on the mines and elsewhere in employment under 
Eurooeans , that there can be any hope of European aid through 
taxation etc. (4) For the foregoing reasons, the Non-iuropean 

peoples cannot all be occupiers of land as in the past, ana en„ 
settlement of the lan<? question must take this into account.

Our experience in the Union doesn't encourage hope that any 
fair settlement of the question can be secured or tnat , even li 

were generous, it would U  able to withstand the 
Opposition of the European farmers, or that, even if it coulc., tx.
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the Her^ro and other tribes would be satisfied. If the United 
.Nations had jurisdiction over the territory ana proceeded to re-allot 
t^e land between the Europeans and Non-Europeans (and between the Non- 

jp w. :ves) it v- ;ult probebi;* not be able t - prevent vreat 
bittei^ess in racial relations.

As the Union has refused to submit the territory to United Nations' 
trusteeship and. has now integrated it within the Uniin's parliamentary 
system, the responsibility for preesing for as fair a settlement of 
the land question as possible rests upon the Union, an<? the Institute 
of Race Relations should initiate a study of the land situation in 
South West Africa to formulate proposals for submission to the Govern- I 
ment.

Another matter calling for action is the unsatisfactory conditions 
for Native laoour on the farms. Hie recently published report of a 
committee appointed by the S,W.Africa administration emphasized the 
need for reform. The Angl-American Corporation which has taken over 
diamond mines formerly controlled by Germans, has been anxious to 
raise Native wages but the farmers have protested strongly on the 
ground that the mines already take away their labour. (Radical 
improvements in living conditions on the mines have been effected).
Efforts are now being made by the farmers to secure measures to coerce 
immigrant workers from Angola to go to the farms in South West Africa 
instead of the gold mines of the Witwatersrand where their wages are 
much higher. Farm labour wages have not risen since the early years 
of this century.

Education, health services, and social welfare generally are very 
backward in the territory , and the criticisms of the permanent Mandates 
Commission are, generally speaking, still valid (See the Institute's 
pamphlet The South West Africa question) .

The replies of the Union Government to the questionnaire of the 
Trusteeship*Council are, in the main, factually correct; but an 
independent investigation would have amplified the replies with other 
facts to show the inadequacy of the Administration's vision and 
resources in men end money to carry out a progressive liberal progra.ane 
for the advancement of the Non-European peoples.

Another matter that requires attention is the stetu6 of the Hon- 
Eurcpean inhabitants of South West Africa. This is deal t with in 
the above-mentioned pamphlet. In view of the political integretion 
of South West Africa with the Union and the legislation for the naturali
zation of Germans, it has become imperative to clear up the status of 
the Non-Europeans.

In the Union Senate, the Government and the United Party Senetors 
opoosed Senator Brookes' motion asking that some form of direct^represen- 
tation in the Union Parliament for the Non-European peoples of S.w.A,
The Government-nominated Senator to be appointed by the Governor- 
General to represent their interests will be no more active on their 
behalf, if as active, as those so appointed to represent the Africans 
of the Union. It behoves the Institute if Race Relations to take 
active in terest  in  the welfare of these people end to present their 
needs to those in a u t h o r ity , whether in  South West Africa or in

the Union,
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^conclusion , it should be said that the Rev. Michael Scott's 

C&Sf ° f the Herero &■' other Non-European oeoplee 
n ■> Alrlcl ,in document In Face of Fear waS sub at anti ally 

!  y ’ he does not easily work with others. Agencies
hich hoia extreme views and take extreme action took advantage of his" 

unwearying devotion to the cause of the under-dog, with th* rfsult 
that his njasKKEKyxNstxocBXHfcxoiR name was identified with their activities 
ana it was made impossible for bodies and individuals who do not 
share the extreme views to work with him, and it certainly provoked 
hostile reactions in  the public mind as well as in the minds of 
cabinet ministers and government officials.

On the other hand, the Institute's pamohlet, which gave 
much bhe same facts, had considerable effect both at United Nations 
aaao. in South Africa.

The moment has come for the Institute to work out a policy 
ana a programme for the advancement of the Non-European peoples of 
South V, est Africa as it has done with such fruitful* results* for 
the Non-European peoples of the Union, and to press these on the 
Government and the people of the Union of South West Africa.

J.D. RHEINALLT JONES

22,4.49.

oOo—



FJvW/SO.

29th March, 1949.

Hr. Rheiaallt Jones, 
c/o Union Corporation,
44, Main Street,
JOHAN’. SBUBQ.

Dear Mr. Hheinallt Jones,

Senator Brook* has forwarded a letter which he received 
from the Committee on Slavery and Protection of Native Races, 

London, to us for disposal.

The Comnittee would like to have our views on the following 

matters:-

1. Michael Scott's document "In Face of Fear" presented 

hy him to the United Nations on hehalf of the Herero people of 
South Vest Africa. He-tffUs me thaV eo; i es are avollahlej in S5ttth 
Africa from Mr^ Ollvax-Walker-,—W44wa-tersr>*nd University-Hna^Hrs. ~ 

F.—Leveon, -3, Tyaon Haadt Johan< ooteirg-.

2. The South African Government's reply to the Herero in 

the Batter.

3. Michael Scott's article of August 1948 in the 3ritiuh 

African vonthly.

Hr. Whyte tells me he thinks you have rend 'Michael Scott's 
document and I should be most grateful to have your opinions on 
it . Have you any suggestions to make on points (2) and (3)?

Tours sincerely.

7. J . van Wyk, 
ASHlrTAS? TO -3S DIRKCTOR^
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South African Institute of Race Relations

B.ox 97, Johannesburg.



» Mr. Van Wyk.

Re: Committee on Salvery etc.

t a , J , 1 s views on Michael Scott's document 
' v>-ich I think R .J. has and has read. The 

other two matters you and Mr. Walker and 
Miss Horrell must deal with between you.

24.3.49
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25th March 1949,
Acting Clerk,

M T m S o X  5£ 2 T  “ * or Native Races .
LOr-uir, . c . 1 . EiVGLAND.

Dear Sir,

February ‘ i ! *  0f the 15th
acknowledge its recelot t 1  ?? f and 1 wr*te to
van wyk and up. Walker io delia« itr £ hey °? i leaeue<!. Ur. 
going on leave tomorrow vo» Ii i?  i? matter as I am

• You w111 hear from them shortly.

Yours truly,

Quintin Whyte 
DIRECTOR



17th March, 19k9

Quintin Whyte, Esq . ,
P.O.Box 97,
JOHANNESBURG.

My dear Quintin,

I shall be grateful if you could 

deal with the enclosed letter of the "Committee 

on Slavery and Protection of Native Races of the 

Society of Friends."

The information is not at nor dis

posal and I thought that the Institute will probably 

have better facilities than I for obtaining it.

The letter has not been acknowledged.

I should add that the writer forgot 

to enclose the copy of "A Case for Bechuanaland", as 

mentioned in his postscript.

Yours sincerely,



C o m m ittee  o n  S la v er y  a n d  P r o t ec t io n  o f  N a t ive R aces

N
OF T HE  S O C I E T Y  OF F R I E N D S

(Appointed by Meeting for Sufferings)

THO S. A. T W Y M A N  ' ’ ' "  t  T a V l S u O C k  .  ,  M O SA  A N D ER SO N
17 Canon H ill Road L o n d o n ,  . 7 . C  .  1 .  Charlton Cottage
Coventry Peaslake, Surrey

15.2.1949.

Dear Sir, . .

As the Acting Clerk of the Friends' Committee on 
Slavery and the Protection of Native Races, I have been 
asked by that Committee to renew our. subscription 

*(£1.1*0.) to your Institute, and also to enclose a document 
being prepared by the ,oitislavery Society in connection 
with a proposed delegation to the Commonwealth Relations 
office on the subject of South West Africa. Our 
Committee, as you will see, is one of the bodies supporting 
the delegation.

I am also requested to ask for your views on the 
following matters:

4.
1. Michael 3cott's document "In-Pace of Pear" pre

sented by him to the United Nations on behalf of the Merero 
people of South ,/est Africa. lie tells me that copies are 
available in South Africa from Mr. Oliver ./alker, .Vi t waters - 
rand University and Mrs. P. Levson, 2, Tyson Road, 
Johannesburg.

2. The South African Government's reply to the —- 
Ilerero in the matter.

3. Michael Scott's article of August 1940 in the 
. British African Monthly. j

' Yours sincerely,

acting Oierk. ^  0VQr



P.S. I enclose a copy of "A Case for 
Bechuanaland'* in case you do not have a c

Senator Edgar Brqoks,
President,
South African Institute of Race Relations 
C/o The-Senate,
Cape Town.
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THE S.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS

Telephones: 44-4368/9 
Telegrams: Ubuntu

CINCORPORATED)

President:
Mrs. A. W. Hoemte, B.A.

FJvW/EO.

Vice-Presidents: 
Professor D. D. T. Jabavu, B.A. 

Advocate D . B. Molteno.

Director:
Quintin Whyte, M.A. (Hons.)

19 STIEMENS STREET, 

BRAAMFONTEIN,

P.O. BOX 97

JOHANNESBURG

29th March, 1949.

Mr. Rheinallt Jones, 
c/o Union Corporation, 
44, Main Street,
JOHA.F"SBUR&.

WORK DONE SINCE 1929 

Legal Aid Bureaux for the poor

Literacy classes for adult Non- 
Europeans

Joint Councils o f Europeans and 
Non-Europeans

Cost-of-living enquiries among 
Non-Europeans

Industrial relations enquiries for 
employers

Ten-year Plan for Native Edu
cation adopted by British Gov

ernment

Helped to secure training in 
South Africa o f Non-Europeans 

as doctors

First National Nutrition Con
ference, 1939, leading to State 

Nutrition Council

Dear Mr. Rheinallt Jones,

Senator Brooks has forwarded a letter which he received 
from the Committee on Slavery and Protection of Native Races, 
London, to us for disposal.

The Committee would like to have our views on the following 
matters:-

1. Michael Scott's document "In Pace of Fear" presented 
by him to the United Nations on behalf of the Herero people of 
South Vest Africa. He tella me that copies are available in Oemfrh
Afri-oa from i4r. OM^or Walkor, Wit water a pi.ad Univaral t.y 
1*'. Levson, g, 'Tyson"Road^-Johan cslgui'g^

'-lid Mrs.

2. The South African Government's reply to the Herero in 
the matter.

First National Penal Reform 
Conference, 1945

400,000 word Handbook on race 
relations in South Africa in 

preparation

Regular memoranda and 
pamphlets bearing on race 

problems

4 i P /

3. Michael Scott's article of August 1948 in the British 
African Monthly.

Mr. Whyte tells me he thinks you have read Michael Scott's 
document and I should be most grateful to have your opinions on 
it . Have you any suggestions to make on points (2) and (3)?

Yours sincerely,

F. J.
ASSISTANT TO l 'T.m  DIRECTOR.
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• *v^ C ŷ Lvl ̂  1 I rsl>/\r4l J"' 1a\ K-VCAJrw4 N̂lAySi



WcC^* tL-»»rvA_ lŜ  , wlAO/tLjurs.
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ta-cyy



iv̂ -nA■ 7l4jsA.v>»

 ̂o*̂ Ai 'tfc-v#-̂ tU-*. V > ^ v ^ 4 X ^ v s V v y  Vr»C^ ^  U^Arvv-tx 

Wv \J yV'V»/t<C'» UJ Vvĵ A;
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