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Dear Alan,

This letter is to bring you news that I am probably
leaving South Africa; soon too, most likely by the end of June.

Not that it was my choice. I was fully prepared to
accept the life I have been leading, at least until the end of the
five years. Perhaps not further; it might have become too difficult
then, But up to now I have possibly found less difficulty in
accepting the position than most involved in similar restrictiomns.
Perhaps it was partly lethargy. Perhaps I had grown tired of an
impossible fight., Perhaps I had lost some heart for the game, at
any rate temporarily, and so accepted, though never of course
welcomed, the surcease from a moral compulsion to be "involved".

At any rate, the choice is now made for me. Not by
friends advising a "realistic" course, but through my employers
pressing the matter. I was asked some six months ago to go over to
London to take over the running of a fairly new insurance company
they are involved in there, the "Southampton". At the time I refused.
They pressed somewhat, but ultimately left matters on the basis that
I could take the job whenever difficulties became too great here
to face longer., Since then, however, troubles have arisen in the
running of the company in England, and the organisatidon has now laid
down their requirements with greater precision. I can hardly refuse
with toec many people dependant on me and a hostile world to face
here,

This company, the "Southampton", has headquarters in London
but operates in Africa. There is no doubt that being offered the job
is designed partly to take advantage of my political affiliations.
Rather cynical, but there it is. They =mre realists, and in the
business world only realists survive.,

Although Thelma and I are divorced, we still have quite
a close and certainly a very friendly relationship. She has decided
to make the change as well, and to tikecthe children over to fEngland,
Certainly from their point of view it will be a good move, Not that
I am a believer in the "blood and guts" outlook for this country;
nor I am unwilling that they should face the inevitable day of
reckoning., But I do think that thgg will have a better and less
biassed education in England.

As against this, Jean cannot go. When she came up here
she left an aged mother behind in Cape Town, a mother with whom she
has close emotional ties. The separation has already been a cause of
much heart searching and regret, even with frequent visits to Cape
Town. For Jean to go to England is somewhat unthinkable at this
stage., We are rather in despair abaut the whole matter but them is
little alternative but to leave it to settle out in some way.
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Otherwi. e, the move involves mixed feelings. Some
trepidation — for ths cold of the winters; some worry — as to the
demands of the job; some interest — for the beauty and excitement
that is England; some dazzle — for the concerts and the plays and
the discussions to come; some icy clutches — at the idea of never
being able to return here. But there it is.

I have a very great desire to write to Peter Brown; to
say hallow and to compare notes and discuss topics once again. But
it simply cannot be. That is a deep regret and something that I
miss at this point of time., I should like so much to ask him how he
really feels and how hard he finds this type of life into which he
is now moulded against his will. The inability to correspond with
someone with whom one feels very close and locked in a common bond
of misfortune is galling. I do not wish him to leawve South Africa
but I should so much like the opportunity to see him once again
under better conditions.

A whole colony of liberals in London; a group within
which to search out old friends again. But London is vast and I am
not sure that it will be eassy to set up such relationships. Nor
even fruitful if it means nothing but reminiscences and homesickness.
I would much rather be caught up in more positive things there,nand
I am quite sure that such interests can be pursued, London is the
hub of many activities and one can always comtribute something
towards the common weal of mankind in such surroundings. I still
wish to contribute and not to sit on the sidelines carping. If there
is not South Africa, there is the rest of Africeca with all its complex
problems; a channel for interests and abilities for many years to
come, Then too, my work will be involved with African countries and
I hope in some small way to be able to contribute through the work
as well as in other ways.

There have been wonderful times here and fine work done.
There have been friends who are the salt of the earth. There have been
tasks carried out against opposition, not always easy or even
pleasant, yet the doing of them carried a satisfaction that is rare
in life. I enjoyed a great deal of it and I regret nothing that was
done, Perhaps we could have been more prescient at times, though we
were usually far ahead of any other group. Peehaps we could have
foreseen trouble a little more clearly, but I doubt whether we could
thereby have staved it off., ‘There is a terrible inevitability about
the march to destruction that is going on in South Africa.

I shall write to you now and then from London, with
‘impressions and remarks. But I do not look .for anything more than an
occas$ional return of correspondence. Your time is precious and far
better used in writing for a wider audience. 1 emd¥ wish that you
could find the peace to turn out more. It is needed as never before
in this country.

May God bless you, Alan,
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