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as interpreters,the . -

missionaries, the Revs/W.G.~ Wi~~oughby 
Bo.I5~' f\ 
Baoswana chiefs Sebele, Kha..."!la and Bathoen, ~ 
srprBtErE~ 

Bakwena , ~ Bangwato and the ~angwake -

Accompanied by their 

respectively of the 

tse tribes of the Bechuanaland ~rotectorate had in the meantime, 

on the ~Oth of August gone to England personally to protest to the 

Secreatry of State for the Colonies against the intended transfer 

of jurisdiction to -;:;he British SoutA.Africa 00mpany . Arrived in .LOnd

-on th~ saw the ~ecreatarl of State Mr Joseph Chamberlain on the 

25th of September and made their protesf . In simple, qUiapnt and 

picturesque language they tOid the great minister;-"We come to Eng

land t o asle the government of the great queen to continue her pro-

tection over us •••• We pray you therefore not to throw us awayo •• Our , 

people have been alarmed at the words which say that we are to be 

given to )the Chartered Companay •••• o We fear the Company because 

we think they will take our ~and and seil it to others •••• We fear 

them aJ.so because we hear the words of the Makalaka and the Matebei~ 

who ~ive under the Company ••••• The Government wi~l not give us 

away without aslcing us what we think about ito It 

The chiefs made their representations to Chamberiain verba~ly, 

and then 
a. 

repeated their words and fears in writingo Somewhat impa-

tiently Chamberlain tOid them that the matter of transferring the 

jurisdictiorl of their country to the British South Africa Company 

had long been settled, that it had been promised to the Company by 

his predece s sors in of fice; the decision was irrevocable; they must 

just make the best of it. They must arrange the best terms they 

could with their new masters. He also reade his answer to them by 

word of mouth, and then repeated it in writing. 

JUter c/~ 
an arranged recess of three weeks during which the xkfB 

went sight-¢seeing and visi¢tj_ng the larger cities of En8land and 

Scotland, they returned to the Coloniai Office a s arranged , and ,,' 

with old-world courtesy rehearsed, aLmost word for word, their 

apprehensions to Mr Chamberlain.itThe 60mpany wants to impoverish us 

so that hunger may drive us to become the white man's servants and 

dig in his mines and gather his wea~tho I f you will keep us unner ~ 

the protection or the ~een, we wi~l give you a par~of our country, 
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and we are wii~ing aiso to give you iand for the raiiway • 

The chiefs received much heip from pOiitica~, reiigious and phiianthro

p~c bod~es, from pr~vate peop~e,from the general trend of British pub

lic opinion, and not ieast rrom 1111" Chamberlain h1L'tlse.1.f, who be.1.ieved 

tr~t direct Crown ru~e was the fairest way of governing backward comm

unit~es. All these ~nf~uences, coupled with the reasonabieness of EXB 

the chiefs' request, and their readiness to agree to a compromise ass

ured for them a .Large measure of success in t heir mission. Their offer 

of .Land was KE~B~Bt accepted)and Rhodes got his strip of land a.Long the 

Transvaal border to bu~ld his rai.Lway from Mafeldng to Charterland, ~ 

whi.Le the chiefs obtained their main request, namely the continuance of 

the direct administration 0# Bechuanaland ~rotectorat by 

Government #-~ ~v ~H..- 7un<r A.el.-~ ~ il#' jfl(Jpt.- ...v.:i 

Finally, agreeabiy to their wish, they were honouy by be ing 
) 

presented to the Queen Victoria by :tfIr Chamberlain, and were able to re-

turn home to becnuanaland in November , feeling that their visit to Eng-

iand had not been in vain o In fact theuhad triumphed 0 

Receiving t he report of the negot~ations from Dr Rutherfo~ 

rlarris, the secretary of the Chartered Company, who had been present in 

~ the meetings in . .London, Rhodes wired back to him balefully :- nIt 

is humiliating to be utterly beaten by these niggers. It (C.E. VUiliamy : 

A Study of Imperialj~pansion.) 

Before their leaving England to return home, a fareweil meeting 
L 

was arranged for the chiefs at Queen's Hal~,%angl~ ~lace on the night 

of the 21st Novemeber o After many felicitous speeches Khama replied on 

behalf of himself and his brother chiefs o In thanldng the British peop.1.e 

~tERt~xEE3~ttax~ and the Queen for thair hospitality, he referred 

to that august lady as Itlilosadinyana. 1t This word litera~ly means (fold 

woman ll or Itsma~~ wizened woman ll • Idiomatically it mR is translated -

'dear or grand lady', and was always so used by the Batsvvana when speakin~ 

of Queen Victoria, and was pfcourse so intended by Khama. The Rev Edwin 

Lloyd , who interpreted, good as he was in Tswana had however not learnt 

the ianguage in his chi.Ldhood, and had not drlli~k deep enough of the rich 
WtmL 

we~.L of Tswana idiom) and shockingly rendered the/ 'mosadinyana' into its 

literal translation of 'old woman, and thus nearly caused a disaster, 
~-

oeoasion@Q V9PY ~e Ri88atiafactien, ~ and tupned a haDu~ OOP~QJ moor~~ 
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occasioned very great di ssatisfaction, and t urned a happy cordial meet

ing into a murmering and threatening fiasco,.' which perplexed ;t}m and :emx 

embarrassed the speaker, who ofcourse did not know enough English to 

appreciate t he anticlill".ax. Iiere was a tragic ending to a successful 

pageant. lhe reverend gentleman's interpretation had become an interrup

tion rhich nearly translated hospitality into hostilities between the 

hosts and their guests , the British public and the .Jjechuanaland chiefs . 

( Information from lUss Daniels, daughter of Dr Daniels, born at Thaba 

Ncho, a Tswana scholar and present at the meeting . ) 

While the chief s were seeldng safeguards at the Colonial Office, 

Rhodes was leaving no stones unturned in South Africa to neutralise then 

efforts. With his restle ss energy, his dogmatic authority, his self-ass-

ertive temparament and his indomitable wiLL he had his ordnance and his 

orderlies, hi~ myrmidons and his messengers - ~ everyone and every 

thing he couldemplo~working at high pressure, and he gave his friends 

Sir rlercules Robinson and Sir Sidney Shippard no rest . Something must be 

done now, they must help him immediately to nullify the effortsa:nd ..... 

the petition of the three northen Bechuanaland chiefs- Sebele Khama and 
,oJ 

Bathoen, as they had helped him to defeat the efforts and petitions of 
l') 

the,l5 two southern Bechuanaland chiefs- l\~antshiwa and Mankurvlane o I-Ie -

Rhodes had annexed Montshiwa and British Bechuahaland to the Cape Col ony 

~Vh~y should he not be able to a~nnex I~ and the Bechuanaland r.rotecto

rate to the British South Africa Company Colony ? 
IN~I· 

And - ~p while the three chiefs- Sebele , Khama and Bathoen were 

subduing empires, conquering continents and winning worlds, their brothe r' 

xt chiefs at home in South Afr.ica were dOing the diametrically opposite 

thing - eating their words , allowing themselves to be blindfolded, led 

by ' the nose and shifted about like dominoes . 



September ~8851 Administrator Sidney Shippard and COL FranK Rhodes 
'f' 

representing the Chartered Company paid a ~eacherous visitl first to 

Chief Ikaneng of t he Ba-1~~ete at Ramotswa, and then to Chief Montsh

iwa of the BaroLong • By specious argument they managed t o extract fro,rL 

the two chiefs their consent to the transfer of their respective terr

itor i es to the Chartered Company. This consent is surprising because 

aLL the Ttiwana chiefs from the Orange .. iver to the Zambesi were a ppre-

hensive and suspicious of t he Charteed Company , and indeed unanLmous 
~~ f rom 
~ their aversion EX it • I t is even more surprising in the case of 

Montshiwa who had recentLy discussed the matter of transfer wit~~ebeLe 

Kgama and Bathoenl and with whom he had made common cause in vehement1.y 

rejecting Rhodes' overtures, and hadl in factI not onLy addressed a 

.t:'etition to t~le ~eenl but had aLso sent two envoys to join the three 

c~iefs to En$Land to protest a gainst t he contemp1.ated transfer 0 

How then was it possib~e to get Ikaneng and Montshiwa so compLetely 

to turn round o The presence of Sidney Shippard in t hese negotiations 

was both puzzLing and disal"'ming to themo 'rhey knew that he was Assist -

-auf H±gh Uommiss l oner l and Imperial. Officer of high standing I a repre-

sentative of Queen Victoria o They did not know, though t hey might 

vagueLy suspect that he was something eLse in addit iono ActuaLly he 

was a ~ bi-vaLent factor, a common divisor l a doubLe-edged weapon. 

He was ~ ~ an envoy of High Commissioner 

Rt binsonl and tlyrefore of Cape C01.ony and the Queenl and he was at the 

same time an emissary of Rhodes, and therefore of t he Chartered Company . 

:Us ambiguous words and his vague assurances were t o t hem more misJ.ead 

-lng than if they had known this for certainl and their answens to his 

proposaJ.s- his l because there is no doubt that he had much more to say 

tbs.n the na turaJ.Ly retiring Prank hodes- their anSVlers were wistfruly 
,"" 

and almost certa~1.Yl dellberateLY, miscon strued, t lleir doubts on ~ 

some points interpreted into acquiescence, and their silence on 3mme 

most other points transformed into consent o 

~ . Subtle indeed must have been the arguments with which Sidney 
S 

Shippard and Franl{ Rhode s pLj_od 1 ontshiwa to make him S.uccumb to their 
¥ 

bland~shments. It was significant that Chief Ikaneng subsequentLy ~ 
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denied, most empbatica.1ly, that he had ever agreed to cede his terri

tory to the C1Wt~red Company, ~and that Montshiwa said he lIDderstood 
(J..LiJ.PH'-tN ~c~ ~ ~tC~;e fl1./(t-(." fp .~4.M.. ~ 
~1~b.a.t part of his territory was be~ng laased, ~,~~trangeT to re~-

/ \ _ jlU..-~ I-~~ rs"~,, "'~d>l 
ate, when Silas Mo.1ema refused t o part with/ his farm dabete '/I genera.i.i1 

lalown in the history of this episode as ~itsana Ehot.ioko , be i ng part 
tlt.v"",j~ 

of ,10ntshiwa' s territory on which Dr Jameson wished to make his ~s
J)"Y' 

tel" po.iice camp, Si dney Shippard and~Jame son joint.lY offerd to give 

him two other farms in exchange (J.Fovan ~dt: ~aul }\ruger p.263) and 
~ -

because he di d not l i ke one of the two farms offered/ i~ exchange, /he w 
f:A-..d-

Si~as Mol.ema <!as offered)'to keep one- WO.lwedraai, and £300 for ahe 

.lease of Mabete. 

(j) IIWhereas I.kaneng , Chief of the Ba-i?-a.lete did, on t he 23rd day of Sept

ember .i8~5 at hamoutsa, with the consent of his com~ci.i and peop.ie, 
Francis 

cede to Col..~ Rhodes Do Sol} in his capacity as representative of th~ 
) 

British South Africa Company, jurisdiction over the Ba-I~.lete terri-

tory; and Whereas Montshiwa, cbief of the Tshidi Baro.iong, did on the 

~st day of October l8~5 at Mafeking with the consent of his council 

and peop~e, cede to the said Colo Francis Rhodes D.SoO in his said cap -

acity, as r epresentative of t he said ritish South Africa Company jur-
, 

isdicti'on over so much of the Baro.lonr; Territory as is situate within 

the Bechuana.tand ~otectorate • • • • • • • 0 • 

(,I. 

And ~ihwereas it is expedient to withdraw the operation of the laws 

of the Bechuanaland ~otectorate from the said Ba-Ma~ete and Barolong 
l~ 

Territories respective.iy, and to substitute for the same the ~ of 

the British South Africa Company and to authorise the said Company to 

appoint such officers, establ.lsh such a~nistration, and make such 

provision as may appear to be necessary in the interests of peace, mxa 

order and good government thereim ." . . . . . () 

Ik 
Now therefore, under and by virtue of the powers i n me vested, 

I do hereby proclaim, dec.tare, and In.a.ke known as fO.llows :-

10 Within and in relation to the Ba-Malete and Ba-RoJ.ong Territories 

innl the ~eChuanal.and rrotectorate •••• oail. other proc.iamations or 

laws at variance with the provisions of this rroc.la~tion, shall be 

and are hereby repealed. 

110 Within the Ba-Malete and the Ba-rlo.iong Territories aforesaid, the 
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(FV,;tJ;:l-Ikt,ev~ ~""F .. ,d- 69 ej/tL,d£~ ~ 1~' .. .. . W the .Laws and regU.Lations of the British South Africa Company sha.L.L 

I h~ceforth have fu.L.L force and effect. 

, 
\ ," 

III. ~ sha.Ll be lawfu.L for the British South Africa Company to appo-

int such ~ficers, establish such administration, and make such pro

vision as may~ppear to be necessary in the interests of peace , order 

and good governne~'~ and for the said B~~alete and Ba- Rolong Terri

tories respective.LY, p~vided lo'fhat the Chiefs Ikaneng and £ ontshiwa 

and their respective successors sha.Ll be allowed internal jurisdiction 
'" " 

'" 20 Than no direct Taxation shal.L be lev-
in their tribes. 

ied on them by the B M ~ n (3) 
.oo~ovompany . S 

Ito That a.Ll eXi$ ting .Laws prohibiting the 

sale of .Liquor to natives remain in force o 

0n the same date as this ~oclamation was issued, Dr L.3tarr 

Jameson was ~ppointed Resident Commissioner of these tiny territories 

in Southern Bechuana.Land lTotec ~~ orate, and a.Lmost immediately proceed-

ed thither, ostensiblY to exerci~e his authorityo 

Sidney ShiVVardsfs ~ negotiations and Sir Hercu.ies Robinson ~ 

telegrams and recommendations on this strange chapter of the h1story 

of the Chartered Company reflect their servile, perhaps mercenary dev

o'[;ion to Rhodes and the Chartered Compapan,.~s interests, , and their 

total lack of sympathy with Batswana rights and welfare o While empha

sisine the fact of their being the Queen's representatives, and occas

ionally beating the Imperial drum, tlley were in fact playingbt the 

Rhodesian rhapsody 0 

~ 

In any case the consent or acquiescence of the two c~~s was no 

sooner extrc~ted or presumed hy gi~~HFN Shippard and CO.io Frank Rhodes 

on the ~3rd of September and the 1st of October than, with indecent 

haste a Proclamation by the High Commissioner wa s issued on the 18th 0 

of October xss l8~5o 
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":he terTi tJry .E~ of the TShidi :2arolon[ lies between ttat of 

the .uatl.tH?;ing on the south, the .i5angvJaketse on the no!'th, the 

1' 1'1 asvaa1 on t~e east , and t he Hutlharo on tIle west. It is trav-

ersed in its northern ... 'arts by the ::0 0.£10 :,-t :ver and its P.amatla.ba-

TIle. tributa,ry. These water course~ were made the boundary in }Y:,(;;-

~~~~ 
between the e"1i'!3 t - wllile Crown C;:>lony o~ '::ri tish .Jechuanaland in t e 

south and the 3echuana a~d ~rotectorate created in 1880. In this 

i1J.y the .J.) It, 101 {2 terr i t or y was arbi trarily divided into t wo J,lart3 

- tte Dritish Bechuenaland Crown Colony portion on the south, and 

the ..... echuana.!..and territor portion on Le north . I t was thus 

subjec ~ ed to "a dU6L1 m2. ndate" or double administrationo The 

sou~hern porti on which was fi r a t created a Cro ·,n Colony :i:» 1Ri., 
as Birt ish Eechuanaland in 1885, subse uently annexed to the Cape 

C:)lony in 1893, an finally became pa t of the union ')f ~outh 

fi rica in 1909 haa been administere ' way, whi e the nortbern 

~vrti on has to a great extent share the vicissi t udes of the 

~ats wana c8untries north of the 1:010 0 aad ... e..mat1abaJn8, rivers , 

end come in c om~o n wi th tbe under the direct control of the 
Im)eriel 
l ID' e r r m.a1 Jovernment .. 

In prim i tive swana life, land had no intrinsic value, and 

land propri e torsbi was a vague conception, while its occu~ancy 

of residence were fitful and precarious, its limits and boundaries 

shiftj y end vague. Anywhere that you or your vassalS p i tched a 

wattle-add~dBubshelter for however short a season , anywhere you 

grazed or via tered your stock , or raised melons or hunted for game , 

or had your r lative or vas sal buried was your land. Thus the 

land for miles north , south , east and west of Uafikeng was 

io ntsh i wa I S 18 nd, e,S much as anybody els e I s land . Even today , 

the aal and Urange i v rs , a,nd the :Kgalae:are ( des ert J are rega rd 

ed as the limits of the land of au , the ance8tor of ~ontshiwa i f 

erchance his Shadow ever fel l there, until definite boundaries 
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