‘%\ it Edusion Ly amel

Accompanied by their missionaries, the Revs WoCoknydxand Willoughby
Bd’sw
as interpreters,the Bacswana chiefs Sebele, Khame and Bathoen, =Ex
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réspectively of the Bakwena, ﬁxngnxknxxx Bangwato and the Bangwake-

tge tribes of the Bechuanaland Protectorate had in the meantime,

on the 20th of August gone to England personally to protest to the
Secreatry of State for the CoLonies agalnst the intended transfer

of jurisdietion to the british SouthAfrica Vompanye Arrived in uond-
-on they saw the b'ecr*eaadcar'y of State Mr Joseph Chamberiain on the
25th of September and made their protesf. In simple, quiajgnt and
picturesque language they toid the great minigter;-"We come to Eng-
tand to ask the government of the great Queen to continue her pro=
tectlion over us....We pray you therefore not to throw us away...O0ur .
people have been alarmed at the words which say that we are to be
glven to)the Chartered Companay...s. We fear the Company because

we think they will take our Land and seil it to others....We fear
them also because we hear the words of the Makélaka and the Matebele
who tive under the Company.....The Government wiil not give us

away without asking us what we think about it,"

The chiefs made their representations to Chamberiain verbalily,
and then repeated their words and fegrs in writing. Somewhat impae
tiently Chamberiain told them that the matter of transferring the
Jurigdiction of thelr country to the British South Africa Company
had Long been settled, that 1t}had been promiged to the Company by
his predecessors in office; the decision was irrevocable; they must
just make the best of it. They must arrange the best terms they
coutd with their new masters, e also made his answer to them by
word of mouth, and then repeated it in writing,

After an arranged recess of three weeks during which the(ﬁgﬁi
went sight-gseeing and visijting the larger cities of England and
Scotland, they returned to the (Colonlai Office as arranged , and ﬁ
with old-worid courtesy rehearsed, aimost word for word s Tthelr
apprehensionsg to Mr Chamberlain,"The Gompany wants to impoverish us
so that hunger may drive us to become the white man's servants and
dig in his mines and gather his wealth, If you will keep us uader ¥

the protection of the Queen, we wilil give you a par#ﬁf our country,
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and we are wiiling also to give you itand for the raiiway "
The chiefs received much help from poiiticad, rerigious and phitanthro=
pic bodies, from private people,from the general trend of Eritish pub=-
tic opinion, and not Lleastirom iz Chamberiain himseif, who believed
that direct Crown rule was the falrest way of governing backward comm=
unities. ALl these influences, coupied with the reasonabieness of hke
the chiefs! request, and thelr readiness to agree to a compromige ass=-
ared for them a large measure of success in their mission. Their offer
of land was mEEEmEL accepted,and Rhodes got his strip of iand along the
Tpansvaal border to build his raiiwey from Mafeking to Charterland, mkix
while the chiefs obtained their mein request, namely the continuance of

the direct administration dﬁ(EgEﬁhanaland rrotectoratd by the Imperial
1Errderies whaeh were Tew selk afoartl” for Nom TR

Government &f 2
Finally, agreeabliy to their wish, they were honoug by being

presented to the Queen Victoria by Mr Chamberiain, and were able to re-
turn home to bechuanaland in November, feeling that their visit to Eng-
iand had not been in vain, In fact theyhad triumphed .

Receiving the report of the negotiations from Dr Rutherford
dgpris, the secretary of the Chartered Company, who had been present 1in
a1 the meetings 1nvhondon, Rhodes wired back to him balefully :=- "It
is humiliating to be utteriy beaten by these niggers." (C.E.VuLtiamy :

A Study of ImperialfgfBypansion.,)

Before their ieaving England to return home, a farewell meeting
was arranged for the chiefs at Queen's Hali,ﬁangham riace on the night
of the 21st Novemeber., After many felicitous speeches Khama repiied on
behalf of himself and his brother chiefs. In thanking the British people
Eerxkhetrxhagptkaxiky and the Queen for their hospitality, he referred
to that august iady as "Mosadinyana." This word Literally means "“oid
woman" or "smali wizened woman", Idilomatically it me is translated -

'dear or grand iady', and was aiways so used by the Batswana when speakin

of Queen Victoria, and was pfcourse so intended by Khama, The Rev Edwin
L

loyd , who interpreted, good as he was in Tswana had however not iearnt

the ianguage in his childhood, and had not drunk deep enough of the rich
wretd

well of Tswana idiom)and shockingly rendered the/'mosadinyana' into its

literal translation of 'old woman, and thus nearly caused a disaster,

great
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/// occasioned very great dissatisfaction, and turned a happy cordial meet-
ing into a murmering and threatening fiasco{ which perplexed ke and Emx
embarrassed the speaker, who ofcourse did not know enough English to
appreciate the antliclimax, Here was a tragic ending to & successful
pageant. The revefend gentleman's interpretation had become an interrup-
tion which nearly translated hospitality into hostilitles between the
hosts and their guests, the British public and the Bechuanaland chiefs.
( Informaetion from Miss Deniels, daughter of Dr Danlels, born at Thaba
Nehe, & Tswana scholar and present at the meetinge. )

While the chiefs werc seeking safeguards at the Colonial Office,
Rhodes was leaving no stones unturned in South Africa to neutralise thelr
efforts. With his restless energy, his dogmatic authority, his self-ass-
ertive temparament and his indomitable will he had his ordnance and hls
orderlies, hip myrmidons and his messengers - BExry everyone and every
thing he could employ-working at high pressure, and he gave his friends
Sir iHercules Robinson and Sir Sidney Shippard no rest. Something must be
done now, they must help him immediately to nullify the efforts g nd
the petition of the three northen Bechuanaland chiefgs- Sebele Khama and
Eathoen, es they had helped him to defeat the efforts and petitions of

the) two southern Bechuanalend chiefs- Mantshiwa and Mankurwene, He =
Rhodes had annexed lMontshiwa and British Bechuabaland to the Cape Colony
Wh¢y should he not be able to &nnex Khama and the Eechuanaland frotecto=-
rate to the British South Africa Company Colony ?
by»ukti' . .
And §p whlle the three chiefs- Sebele, Khame and Batheoen were
-subdulng empires, conquering continents and winning worlds, their brother
53 chlef's at home in South Africa were doing the diametrically opposite

thing - eating their words , allowing themselves to be blindfolded, led
by the nose and shifted about like dominoes.
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//// In September 1895, Administrator Sidney Shippard and CoL FranK Rhodes

(&0

representing the Chartered Company paid a Qeacherous visit, first to
Chief Ikaneng of the Ba-liatete at Ramotswa, and then to Chief Montsh-
iwa of the Barolong . By specious argument they managed to extract from
the two chiefs their consent to the transfer of their respective teérr-
itories to the Chartered Company. This consent is surprising because
all the Tewana chiefs from the Orange River to the Zambesi were a ppre-
hensive and suspigious of the Charteed Company, and indeed unanimous
a£ thelr aversion :;mit e« It is even more surprising in the case of
Montshiwa who had recentiy discussed the matter of transfer withFébeLe
Kgama and Bathoen, and with whom he had made common cause in vehemently
rejecting Rhodes' overtures, and had, in fact, not oniy addressed a
Yetition to t.e Queen, but had also sent two envoys to join the three
ciiief's to England to protest against the contempiated transfer,

How then was it possibie to get Ikaneng and lMontshiwa so completely
to turn round. The presence of Sidney Shippard in these negotiations
was both puzzliing and disafming to them, They knew that he was Assist-
anf High Uommissioner, and Imperiai Officer of High standing, a repre-
sentative of Queen Victoria. They did not know, though they might
vaguely suspect that he was something else in addition., Actually he
was & Bisk bi-valent factor, a common divisor, a doubLle-edged weapon.,
e was HeRimsmmisxdspuky Xmmimssnts an envoy of High Commissioner
Rébinson, and tﬁ%efore of Cape Coiony and the Queen, and he was at the
same time an emissary of Rhodes, and therefore of the Chartered Company .
dis ambiguous words and his vague assurances were Lo them more migiead
-ing than if they had known this for certain, and their answees to his
proposals~ his, because there is no doubt that he had much more to say
than the naturalliy retiring Frank Rhodes- their answers were wistfuily
and almost certaziy,deliberately, misconsgtrued, their doubts on MEARF
some polnts interpreted into acquiescence, and their silence on zame
most other poinfé transformed into consent,

Subtle indeed must have been the arguments w1th which Sidney
Shippard and Frank Rhodesg pLied lMontshiwa to make himsuccumb to their

blandéshments., It was significant that Chief lkaneng subsequently &e=
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denied, most emphatically, that he had ever agreed to cede his terri-
tory to the C tered Company, and that Montshiwa said he understood
o G fraeck ‘
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hix that«part of his territory ,,éﬁf,-&trangerto reil-

Jhe Moeccel p~o Gusibees At -f .
ate, when Silas loicma refused to part with/his farm Mabete ] generaL17
known in the history’of this episode as Pitsana Photioko , being part

dwsies
of Montshiwa's territory on which Dr Jameson wished to make his sinis-

\

ter poiice camp, Sidney Shippard. andAJameson jointiy offerd to give
him two other farms in exchange (J.F.van forat: raul Kruger p.263) and
because he did not like one of .the two farms offered/iﬁigxchange,/ﬁe w
Sitas Morema (was offeredjto keep one- Woiwedraal, and &£300 for &he
Lease of Mabete.
"Whereas Lkaneng , Chief of the Ba-#alete did, on the 23rd day of Sept—
ember 1895 at Tamoutsa, with the consent of his councii and people,

Francis
cede to Col.¥emmk Rhodes D.S.Q in his capacity as representative of the
British South Africa Company, jurisdiction over the Ba-llalete terri-
tory; and Whereas Montshiwa, chief of the Tshidi Baroiong, did on the
1at day of Ocﬁober 1895 at Mafeking with the consent of his council
and people, cede to the said Col, Franci:s Rhodes D.3,0 in his said cap-
acity, as representative of the said Dritish South Africa Company jur-
isdiction over so much of the Baroiong Territory as is situate within

the Bechuanatand rrotectorate eeesesecoc.

"
Andvihwereas it is expedient to withdraw the operation of the laws

of the Bechuanaland rrotectorate from the said Ba-ilalete and Barolong

Territories respectively, and to substitute for the same the iggsof
the British South Africa Company and to authorise the said Company to
appoint such officers, establish sﬁch administration, and make such
provision as may appear to be necessary in the interests of peace, mxd
order and good govermment thereim ec...o””

Now therefore, under and by virtue of the poﬁers in me vesgted,
I do hereby prociaim, deciare, and make known asg foLrlows 2=
1, Within and in relation to the Ba-ilalste and Ba-Rolong Territories

1nnfthe gechuanaland rrotectorate....oa.t'.L other procilamations or

laws at variance with the provisions of this rroclLamation, shall be

and are hereby repealed,

II. Within the Ba=-Halete and the ba=iRolong Territories aforesaid, the
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the Laws and regulations of the British South Africa Company shatl
hgﬁceforth have fuil force and effect.

11T, £% shail be iawfuL for the British South Africa Company to appo=-
int such officers, estabiish such administration, and make such pro-
vision as may appear to be necessary in the interests of peace, order

% :
and good govermment,. and for the said Bawilalete and Ba-Roiong Terri=-

. tories resgpectivedly, é;bvided LoThat the Chiefs Ikaneng and Montshiwa

and their respective successors shail be aliowed intermal jurisdlction

in their tribes. = =
2, Thab no direct Taxation s hall be lev-

ied on them by the B.3.A.Company. (ﬁ)
4. That atl exixting laws prohibiting the

sale of Ligquor to natives remala in force.

On the same date as this rrociamation was issued, Dr L.Starr
Jameson was Appointed Resident Commissioner of these tiny territories
in Southern Bechuanaiand rrotectorate, and ailmost immediately proceed=-
ed thither, ostensibiy to exercime his authority.

Sidney Shippards's amid negotiations and Sir Hercuies Robinsgon's
telegrams and recommendations on this strange chapter of the history
of the Chartered Company reflect their servile, perhaps mercenary dev=
otion to Rhodes and the Chartered Compapanyés interests, , and their
totai lack of sympathy with Batswana fights and welfare, While empha-
sising the fact of their being the Queen's representatives, and occas-

ionally beating the Imperial drum, they were in fact playingbf the
Rhodesian rhapsody o

NN~

{-
!

In any case the consent or acquiescence of the two ch:%s was no
sooner extracted or presumed hy &ippmrd Shippard and Col. Frank Rhodes
on the 23rd of September and the lst of October than, with indecent

hagte a Proclamation by the High Commissioner was issued on the 1i8th o
of October X8R 1395,
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The territory m® of the Tshidi Barolong lies between that ¢
the Batlhaping on the south, the SBangwaketse on the nozth, the
drnasvaal on the east, and the Batlharo on the west. It is travy=
ersed in its northern parts by the liolopo River and its Ramatlgba=
ma tributary. These water course§ were made the boundary in)qgs’

4 3 . —
between the ewst-while Crown Colony of 2ritish Bechuanaland in the

south and the Bechuanaland yrotectorate created in 18885, In this

-

way the Baxw long territory was arbitrarily divided into two parts
~ the British Bechuvanaland Crown Colony portion on the south, and
the Zechuanaland territory portion on the north. It was thus

subjecked to "a dual mandate" or double administration. The

Souf;'érn portion which was firat created a Crown Colony kn%,

as Birtish Bechuvanaland in 188%, subsequently annexed to the Cape

Colony in 1895, and finally became part of the union of South

africa in 1909 has been administeredyone way, while the northern
portion has to a great extent shared the vicissitudes of the

Latswana countries north - of the liolopo and Ramatlabame  rivers,
and come in common with them under the direct control of the

Imperiasl :
Impertdal Govermment.

In primitive Tswana life, land had no intrinsic value, and
land proprietorship was a vague conception, wiiile its occupancy
of residence were fitful and precarious, its limits and boundaries
shiftfy and vague. Anywhere that you or your vassals pitched a
wattle=-and-daub shelter for however short a season, anywhere you
grazed or watered your stock, or raised melons or hunted for game,
cr had your relative or vassal buried was your  land. Thus the
land for miles north, south, east and west of Mafikeng was
lMontshiwa's land, 2s much as anybody else's land. XEven today,
the Vaal and Yrange Rivers, and the XKgalagare (desert) are regard-
ed as the limits of the land of Tau, the ancestor of Montshiwg if

berchance his shadow ever fell there, until definite boundaries
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