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The Belgrade  

Conference

“W HY yet another force?”  Some ask the question, 
with an implied sneer. “ Isit not foolish to suppose 

that the two world powers would allow their policies to be 
influenced by the number of nations which met in 
Belgrade?” they ask.

But for most of the people in this world the Belgrade 
Conference of Neutral States means a moral response of 
majority of mankind to the facts of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, and to the possibility of their reoccurrence.

One moral issue is that nuclear weapons may annihilate 
or destroy not merely innocent civilian populations, but 
also the absolutely innocent, those still to be born.

For the majority who were represented at Belgrade, 
whoever embarks upon nuclear warfare, may possibly 
have taken a decision which could lead to the extermina
tion of the human race, and to rendering this earth un
inhabitable. One fact is clear: whoever starts an H-bomb 
war today is really bringing about incalculable genetic 
damage, or he is bringing human history to an end.

From Belgrade it has become clear that any government 
which makes preparation for war, does so without the 
consent or even the passive acquiescence of a goodly number 
of the people of the world.

On colonialism, imperialism and neo-colonialism, the 
Belgrade Conference stated emphatically that:—  

Lasting peace could only be achieved if  colonialism, 
imperialism and neo-colonialism in all their manifesta
tions were radically eradicated.
From Belgrade it has become clear to mankind that the 

sands of time have already run perilously low; for truly 
the portents in the skies spell dreadful calamities.

Any action which should be taken now should better be 
taken in dead earnest, lest the light of PEACE be totally 
extinguished and mankind be made to plunge once more 
into the darkness and terror of the past instead of into the 
peace and the glory of the future.



Aii Im portant L ink

The tall mast in this picture which is at Tema, has an important part to play in 
Radio Ghana’s External Service. A programme from an External Service studio is 
fed into a programme link or an ultra high frequency transmitter which is a small 
power transmitter.

From its base in Tema, the tall mast shown here collects the programme from a 
similar ultra high frequency transmitter in Accra. It then feeds the programme into 
the transmitter at Tema. The programme is next amplified and fed into transmitter 
aerials from where it goes to the outside world. (See p. 32 for Transmission Times & Wavelengths)



The Afrieati Struggle
by Dr. Kwame Nkrumah

Y V E  in Africa today are engaged 
in a relentless struggle 

against colonialism, imperialism 
and neo-colonialism. The continent 
is in a great nationalist ferment and 
the chains of oppression are break
ing down everywhere. In nineteen 
fifty-seven, when Ghana became 
independent, there were only eight 
independent African States; today 
there are no fewer than twenty- 
eight, with many others still to 
follow. The struggle is hard and 
fierce. The events in the Congo, in 
Angola, in Algeria and more 
recently in Tunisia, are clear 
indications of the determination of 
the colonialists and imperialists 
not to give up.

It is also a clear reminder of the 
necessity for the political unifica
tion of the African Continent. 
We are confident, however, that the 
days of colonialism are numbered 
and that the evil which it represents 
will be crushed once and for all.

In addition to the preservation of 
world peace, the two basic aims of 
our foreign policy are African 
Independence and African Unity. 
The one is inextricably bound up 
with the other. I repeat here what I 
told the Ghana Parliament on July 
4,1961 “ the people of Africa have 
learnt to their cost that independ
ence is not just a matter of political 
constitutions or changing of flags. 
There are subtle and surreptitious 
ways by which the colonial powers 
can maintain their grip of the 
subjected peoples even after the 
visible trappings of foreign sovere
ignty have disappeared. So long as 
the peoples of Africa are divided 
into so many wholly artificial 
political units arbitrarily fixed for 
them by their colonial masters, it is 
not possible to attain true independ
ence or economic equality.

“ If we in Ghana are so much in 
favour of Pan-Africanism, it is not 
on account of any selfish motive of

increasing our own importance but 
because we are so deeply convinced 
that it is only through African 
unity that the peoples of this great 
continent can really free themselves 
from foreign domination and rule.”  

Our struggle against colonialism 
is part of the struggle for world 
peace; for the liquidation of impe
rialism and colonialism means the 
positive removal of the fundamental 
causes of war. This is why we 
support all efforts aimed at esta
blishing the fundamental rights of 
all peoples, and the promotion of 
peace and security throughout the 
world. It is also for this reason 
that we have persistently supported 
the just demand of the Chinese 
People’s Republic for admission to 
the United Nations. It does not 
make sense to us that over six 
hundred million people should be 
excluded from the only inter
national body dedicated to the 
pursuit of peace.

D ep ressed  

Stooges

42-year-old depressed thrice com
mercially and chronic politically ban
krupt Moise Kapenda Tshombe, 
arch-tribalist and arch-imperialist stool- 
pidgeon and self-styled President of 
Katanga, Congo Republic, together with 
32-year-old equally depressed, agricul
tural demonstrator, Albert Kalonji, 
Baluba-tribalist leader and self-styled 
King of the Mining State of Kasai.

“ President”  Tshombe (right) and 
“King” Kalonji are here seen rumina
ting over their manifold political sins 
and crimes against Africa and the 
African people.



Imperialism is

Weakening scZĵ ZAligned Sm,es

TH E  following are extracts o f  the communique issued by the non-aligned 
conference, which took place in Belgrade, Czechoslovakia last month. The 
communique said:

jS J EVER before has m ankind had 
at its disposal stronger forces 

for eliminating war as an instrum ent 
o f policy in international relations.

“ Imperialism is weakening, colonial 
empires and other forms of foreign 
oppression of peoples of Asia, Africa 
and Latin America are gradually 
disappearing from the stage of history. 
Great successes have been achieved in 
the struggle of many peoples for 
national independence and equality.

“ In  the same way, the peoples of 
L atin  America are continuing to 
make an increasingly effective con
tribution to  the improvement of 
international relations. G reat social 
changes in the world are further 
prom oting such a development.

“ All this no t only accelerates the 
end o f the epoch o f foreign oppres
sion o f peoples, but also makes 
peaceful co-operation am ong peoples, 
based on the principles o f independ
ence and equal rights, an essential 
condition for their freedom and 
progress.

“Trem endous progress has been 
achieved in the development of 
science, techniques and in the means 
o f economic development.

“ Prom pted by such developments 
in the world, the vast m ajority of 
people are becoming increasingly 
conscious o f the fact that war 
between peoples constitutes not only 
an anachronism  bu t also a crime 
against humanity.

“This awareness o f  peoples is 
becoming a great m oral force, 
capable o f exercising a.vital influence 
on the development o f international 
relations.

“ Relying on this and on the will of 
their peoples, the Governments of 
countries participating in the confer
ence resolutely reject the view that 
war, including the “cold war,” is 
inevitable, as this view reflects a 
sense both of helplessness and 
hopelessness and is contrary to  the 
progress of the world.

“They affirm their unwavering faith 
that the international community is 
able to organise its life w ithout 
resorting to  means which actually 
belong to  a past epoch o f hum an 
history.

“ However, the existing military 
bloc, which are growing into more 
and more powerful military, econo
mic and political groupings, which, 
by the logic and nature o f their 
m utual relations, necessarily provoke 
periodical aggravations of inter
national relations.

“The cold war and the constant 
and acute danger o f its being 
transform ed into actual w ar wave, 
become a part o f  the situation 
prevailing in internal relations.

“ F or all these reasons, the Heads 
o f State and representatives of 
Governm ent o f non-aligned countries 
wish, in this way, to  draw the 
attention of the world community to 
the existing situation and to  the 
necessity that all peoples should 
exert efforts to  find a sure road 
towards the stabilisation o f peace.”

The declaration said that the 
non-aligned nations “ do not wish to 
form  a new bloc and cannot be a 
bloc” but asserted that they decide 
to  co-operate with any Government, 
which sought to  contribute to the

strengthening o f the confidence and 
peace in the world.

They supported the declaration on 
the granting of independence to 
colonial countries and peoples, adopt
ed at the 15th session o f the General 
Assembly of the United Nations and 
recommend the unconditional total 
and final abolition o f colonial rule.

The participating countries de
clared that the struggle of the 
people of Algeria for freedom and 
self-determination to  be “just and 
necessary” and said Algeria would 
be given all the possible support and 
aid.

They demanded “ the immediate 
term ination o f all occupation and 
the restoration o f  the territorial 
integrity to the rightful people in 
countries in which it has been 
violated in Asia, Africa and Latin 
America as well as the withdrawal 
of foreign forces from  their national 
soil.

“The immediate evacuation of 
French armed forces from the whole 
of the Tunisian territory in 
accordance with the legitimate right 
of Tunisia to the exercise of its full 
national sovereignty.

“The tragic events in the Congo 
m ust not be repeated and that it is the 
duty o f the world community to 
continue to do everything in its 
power in order to  erase the conse
quences and to  prevent any further 
foreign intervention in this young 
African State, and to  enable the 
Congo to embark freely upon the 
road o f its independent development 
based on respect for its sovereignty, 
unity and its territorial integrity.”

They condemned “ the policy o f 
apartheid practised by the Union of 
South Africa and demand the im
mediate abandonm ent o f this policy.

They further stated that the policy 
o f racial discrimination anywhere in 
the world constitutes a grave viola
tion o f the C harter o f the United 
Nations and the Universal Declara
tion o f Human Rights.

They condemned the imperialist 
policies pursued in the M iddle East, 
and declared their support for the 
full restoration o f all the rights o f the 
Arab people of Palestine in conform 
ity with the Charter and resolutions 
o f the United Nations.

They condemned the establishment 
and maintenance o f foreign military 
bases o f  the people and declared



their full support to countries who 
were endeavouring to secure the 
vacation of these bases.

The conference re-affirmed its 
conviction th a t :

All nations have the right of 
unity, self-determination, and inde
pendence by virtue o f which right 
they can determine their political 
status and freely pursue their econo
mic, social and cultural development 
w ithout intim idation or hindrance.

All peoples may, for their own 
ends, freely dispose of their natural 
wealth and resources w ithout pre
judice to  any obligations arising out

o f international economic co-opera
tion, based upon the principle o f 
m utual benefit, and international 
law.

In no case may a people be 
deprived of its own means o f sub
sistence.

The participants considered that 
“ Disarm am ent is an imperative need 
and the most urgent task of mankind. 
A radical solution of this problem, 
which has become an urgent neces
sity in the present state of arm am ents, 
in the unanim ous view of participat
ing countries, can be achieved only 
by means o f a general, complete and

strictly and internationally controlled 
disarm am ent.”

The Heads o f State or G overn
ments pointed out that “general and 
complete disarm am ent should include 
the elimination of forces, armaments, 
foreign bases, manufacture o f arms 
as well as elimination o f institutions 
and installations for military training, 
except for purposes o f internal 
security.”

They also dem anded “ the to tal 
prohibition o f the production, pos
session and utilisation o f nuclear and 
therm onuclear arms, bacteriological 
and chemical weapons as well as the 

elimination o f equip
ment and installations 
for the delivery and pla
cement and operational 
use of weapons o f mass 
destruction on national 
territories.”

The p a r t i c i p a t i n g  
countries called upon 
“ all states in general, and 
states exploring outer 
space at present in parti
cular, to undertake to 
use outer space exclu
sively for p e a c e f u l  
purposes.”

They expressed the 
hope that the interna
tional community will 
through c o l l e c t i v e  
action, establish an in
ternational agency with 
a view to prom oting and 
co-ordinating h u m a n  
actions in the field of 
international co-opera
tion in the peaceful uses 
of outer space.”

The declaration urged 
that non-aligned nations 
should be represented at 
all future world dis
arm am ent conferences 
and requested for guar
antees by an effective 
system of inspection of 
control o f a general and 
complete disarm am ent.

The countries asked 
the United N ations Gen
eral Assembly “ to find a 
solution to the question 
o f expanding the mem
bership o f the Security 
C o u n c i l  and of  the

Continued on page 32



"Rod of Iron”  Rule in 
Rhodesia

Troops and armed police are out in the streets o f  Salisbury and other 
towns o f  Southern Rhodesia. In Northern Rhodesia there is alarm among 
Africans at the way they have been let down by the British Government.

Reports from  Salisbury say that the colony “seems headed fo r  a major 
clash:' Sam Russell gives the background to this tense situation.

D R 1T A IN  has been warned. We 
are now com m itted to “ rod of 

iron” rule in Southern and N orthern 
Rhodesia in an attem pt to impose on 
the African people constitutions 
which flout democracy in every line 
and letter.

The threat of the “ rod of iron” was 
made by the Premier of Southern 
Rhodesia S i r Edgar W hitehead. 
Behind him  stands the Premier of the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land, Sir Roy Welensky.

Trust Betrayed
Welensky, W hitehead and the 

other exponents o f white dom ination 
in Rhodesia, are opposed by the 
overwhelming m ajority o f the people 
o f N orthern and Southern Rhodesia 
—the African people.

These African people are led by 
the N ational Democratic Party in 
Southern Rhodesia (President, Joshua 
Nkom o) and by the United N ational 
Independence Party in N orthern 
R h o d e s i a  (President Kenneth 
K aunda).

Nkom o put his trust in the 
Secretary for Commonwealth Rela
tions, M r. Duncan Sandys, and was 
betrayed and left in the lurch. 
K aunda t r u s t e d  the Colonial 
Secretary, Mr. Iain Macleod, and was 
sent hom e with a cooked constitution.

Now arms are to be used to try and 
impose these cooked constitutions. 
No wonder M r. Fenner Brockway, 
m .p ., warned in House of Commons 
the other day: “ As a result o f the 
policy o f the present G overnm ent in 
Central Africa, we are likely to have a 
situation there which may repeat 
some o f the terrible consequences 
which have happened in N orthern 
Africa.”

M r. Brockway hoped that this may 
not happen and that the Tory 
Governm ent might “ reverse the dis
astrous policies which are leading to 
these conclusions.”

But if  the British people are not to 
be faced with a Bizerta in Bulawayo, 
Salisbury, Lusaka or in the Rhodesian 
copper-belt, then much m ore must be 
done to  alert the labour movement 
to  the danger o f which Mr. Brockway 
warned.

It was the Foreign Secretary, Lord 
Home, who stated at a dinner given 
in his honour by Portugal’s fascist 
dictator in Lisbon: “ Both British 
and Portuguese doctrines o f colonial 
Government are based on respect for 
the hum an personality. Both reject 
racialism.

Cat Out

The world has seen how “ our 
oldest ally” understands “ respect for 
hum an personality” in Angola.

M uch play has been made about 
the alleged “ progressive” attitude of 
the Colonial Secretary, Mr. Macleod, 
compared with the Tory backwoods
men, 100 of whom signed a motion 
against the Macleod proposals for 
N orthern Rhodesia.

This constitution, as that for 
Southern Rhodesia, is a plan devised 
to keep the white settlers with their 
farming and mining interests in 
power. The scales are weighted on 
the side of Sir Roy Welensky and his 
United Federal Party.

In Southern Rhodesia, much play 
has been made about the so-called 
“ Bill o f Rights” which is supposed to 
ensure a fair deal for the Africans.

But Sir Edgar W hitehead let the 
cat out of the bag when he declared 
his acceptance of the scheme, because

according to him, it will ensure that 
no future Labour G overnm ent will 
be able to  introduce changes which 
the whites o f Southern Rhodesia 
would not accept.

Home’s Homely

In its present state Southern 
Rhodesia has been described by the 
Rom an Catholic Bishop of Salisbury 
as a Nazi State. The “ Bill o f Rights” 
will not apply to the discriminatory 
laws already on the statute book in 
Southern Rhodesia.

N ot so long ago, during a visit to 
the U.S. the Foreign Secretary Lord 
Home, held forth at great length in 
speeches at H arvard University and 
in Chicago about the wonderful 
benefits brought by British colonial
ism to Africa.

“ I am not sure,” he said in 
H arvard, “ that the manifest justice o f 
British Colonialism is not the example 
which will clinch the case against 
Communism in the minds o f the 
neutral and unaligned. The contrast 
between the British Commonwealth 
and the Russian Empire cannot be 
ignored.”

There are eight million Africans 
and 300,000 white settlers in the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasa- 
land. A t the University College of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland of the 235 
students enrolled this year, only 61 
were Africans.

W hen the University College was 
opened in 1957 it was said that the 
number of African students should 
not be more than the num ber of 
white students, in order “ not to 
lower civilised standards.”

Since then, Lord Home’s “ manifest 
justice” has been shown by m aintain
ing a ratio o f one to four in the 
enrolment of African to white 
students and by the continued limita
tion of educational facilities for 
Africans.

In the whole federation there are 
only four high schools, of which two 
have only recently been opened, 
where African students are prepared 
for university entrance examinations. 
In  Salisbury, the federal capital, 
there are only two secondary schools 
for an African population of over
150,000 to 14 secondary schools for 
just 65,000 whites.

Continued on page 30



Read

“ VOICE OF AFRICA”

Jor general review o j  

P o lit ic a l ,  E co n o m ic  

and

C u ltu ra l Q u e stio n s  o f  A frica

Annual Subscription ra te :  l 8 j -  

or its  equivalent in other currencies (Postage Inclusive)

Subscriptions should be addressed to :

THE ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY 

BUREAU OF AFRICAN AFFAIRS 

P.O. BOX M24 

ACCRA, GHANA



P hasing M ount K enya (P art 1)

Nationalistic Role of

Man Man
by Aleks Ukut

TT is safe to  say that although
^m any people have received the 

news o f Jom o K enyatta’s release 
considerable joy, a lot more have 
done so with a grain o f salt, or 
w ith some mixed feelings.

I am however no t having in mind 
the Kenya European settlers, or the 
Conservative British G overnm ent or 
even the imperialists generally. I am 
thinking of true African patriots who 
have dem onstrated their welcome 
attitude to  Jom o’s come-back to 
leadership in  various ways.

Ascending Mount Kenya
U nderneath the congratulatory 

messages and invitations, runs a deep 
undercurrent of righteous indignation 
against the repressive British colonial 
policy in East and Central Africa 
that, am ong other things, led to 
Jom o’s detention and imprisonment.

A lthough we all welcome the news 
and the event, we cannot help feeling 
that such belated action cannot atone 
for the grave injustice done to 
African nationalism  in tha t part of 
Africa. However, when we remember 
tha t it is better late than never, we 
cannot bu t heave a sigh o f relief. 
M ore especially because we cannot 
have Com rade Lum um ba back in the 
same way. We wish we could.

Let us endeavour to ascend M ount 
Kenya.

F rom  there, we will take a b ird’s 
eye view o f the past, present and 
future of this great and heroic 
African state facing M ount Kenya.

Clearly in our view are poster 
questions: W hat really was M au 
M au? How did it operate? Was 
Jom o really party  to  it?  W hat is the 
present and future political situation 
in  Kenya ? W hat part will K enyatta

play? And indeed, staring us 
straight in the face is—just how hot 
still is the “ Burning Spear?”

The Blunders
In  order to  appreciate Kenya, or 

any other African state for tha t 
m atter, we m ust invoke memories of 
the past. In other words, was there 
any form of civilisation before the 
coming of the white man ? Or was it 
truly a “ primitive” society (whatever 
this means) as some Europeans 
would have us believe?

Commenting on the social and 
economic situation in Kenya that led 
to  the M au M au Resistance Move
ment, M r. F. D. Corfield, the one- 
m an Commission appointed by the 
Governor of Kenya as “ a primitive 
race who had stagnated for centu
ries.” In  his view, the Kenyans rose 
not b e c a u s e  they suffered social 
i n j u s t i c e , ” but because “ a new 
civilising influence impinged on them 
with suddenness.” To say the least, 
this is a complete negation o f tru th  
and history.”

And it is this type of narrow, 
self-conceited frame o f European 
mind that is chiefly responsible for 
the blunders o f all colonial govern
ments. If  the colonialists had taken 
the trouble to  leaf through the 
histories o f Egypt, M alta, Ghana, 
M ali, Songhai, the Congo, Uganda 
and Kenya, to mention only a few, 
they would have better appreciated 
their role, and, perhaps, modified 
their arrogant approach.

Great Zimbabwe
In  the first century A .D ., an 

Egyptian-Greek sailor-trader wrote 
an account of his trade with the East

African'Coast. The Azanians as they 
were called (whence Zanji and 
Zan-ghibar, meaning the coast o f the 
black people; now Zanzibar) exported 
ivory, rhino-horn, tortoise-shell and 
some oil in huge quantities, as far as 
Egypt and Phoenicia. In return, they 
imported hatchets, daggers, awls and 
glass. As civilisation leapt forward, 
iron was smelted in the East African 
interior and stone buildings of 
indigenous African skill sprang up.

Zimbabwe is the most lively 
testimony o f that great, glorious past 
in East and Central Africa. And 
people like Corfield need to go there 
on an educational excursion.

Kenya as we know it today is a 
triplet brother of Tanganyika and 
Uganda. The present borders, like 
all colonial boundaries, are artificial. 
N ot long ago, a num ber o f Masai 
chiefs and elders led a delegation to 
the Governor o f Kenya demanding 
tha t they be merged with their 
brothers in Tanganyika, which has a 
larger population of the M asai. 
As usual, they went back frustrated.

Kenya has an area o f 225,000 
square miles, and a population of
6.500.000 people. O f these, there 
are 6,200,000 Africans; 170,000 
Asians; 66,000 Europeans and
37.000 Arabs.

Stolen Lands

Before the Europeans stumbled 
down the Kenya Highlands, the 
system of land ownership am ong the 
K ikuyu and other tribes in Kenya 
was communal. I t  was called the 
G ithaka, and control was patriarchal.

European immigration started 
actively around 1902. There was so 
much scramble for the rich, cool 
highlands that a Land Committee 
had to be instituted in October 1904 
to implement the Crown Lands 
Ordinance of 1902 to  the letter. The 
Ordinance declared that “ land not 
in beneficial occupation” (by the 
natives), at the time was at the dispo
sal o f the Crown. And thus Ngong, 
Kabete, Karura, K iam bu and Ruiru 
areas were stocked into the Crown.

“ Before the M asai who were 
mostly herdsmen could drive home 
their sheep and cattle, their chief had 
been cornered into signing an agree
ment which herded them into two 
“ reserves,” leaving the Rift Valley 
and the beautiful plains o f N airobi 
empty for European settlement.



The M asai and the K ikuyu had 
been constantly a t each other’s throat. 
A nd so when the Governor promised 
the M asai protection from  their 
“ enemies,”  they signed away their 
rights, little knowing they were 
signing death warrants, no t only for 
themselves, bu t for the whole of 
Kenya. Signing continued progres
sively; and by 1913, a spadeful of 
Europeans found themselves tilling 
and golfing about on 10,000 square 
miles of land enveloping Laikipia and 
Nanyuki.

It was not to  be too long after that 
before the “ natives” trooped up to 
demand their stolen lands.

After the 1914-18 war, the African 
soldiers found themselves the odd 
men ou t in Kenya’s social and 
economic life. Population in  the 
reserves had begun to  bulge to  such 
an extent that the reserves were 
overflowing.

W orld p r i c e s  collapsed—and 
Kenya’s coffee price fell headlong 
w ith them. A t home, consumer 
prices jum ped together with poll tax.

The ex-servicemen marched aim
lessly about the streets, and the few 
tha t had fished some jobs found their 
pay-packets thinning.

I t was an entirely different case 
with the white soldiers and settlers. 
M any o f them  had the land and 
plough waiting before they could peel 
off their war uniforms. Revolt among 
the Africans was therefore a foregone 
conclusion—a just effect o f an unjust 
cause.

Driven Underground
In  the midst o f all this, a young 

soldier shouldered his way to  the 
front.

H e was a Kikuyu, called H arry 
Thuku, who unfortunately was to 
tu rn  the colonial guns towards his 
people years later. Starting to hear 
him  launch the K ikuyu Association. 
This became t h e  East African 
Association in  1920.

Following a rio t in  which three 
Africans were killed in N airobi, the 
leader of the Association was sped 
away in a police van. His deportation 
and the shootings drove the revolu
tion underground, although not for 
too  long. F o r it soon raised its head 
again as the K i k u y u  Central 
Association.

This time, a young employee o f the 
N airobi Town Council, Johnstone

K enyatta (he became Jom o in 1938 
while in Europe) was the dom inant 
figure. Johnstone became the Asso
ciation’s secretary and editor o f its 
journal Mwigwithamia in 1928.

We m ust now pause to  glance at 
the life o f a m an who has become a 
myth, no t only in his own country, 
b u t also in all Africa.

K enyatta’s grandfather was a m an 
o f great influence in his tribe Kikuyu. 
Young K enyatta pranked about on 
the grazing grounds, herding cattle. 
A t 10 years o f age, he fled the field 
for a Church of Scotland Mission 
school. On leaving school, he served 
one Mr. J. Cooke a European as a 
domestic servant. His brilliance was 
easily spotted, and K enyatta soon 
found a jo b  in the local government. 
By 1921 when about 28, he had 
acquired sufficient guts to  bolt his job  
for political meetings.

The Lenin School

U nder his leadership, the Kikuyu 
Central Association (KCA) became a 
big thorn  in the colonialist flesh. 
Injustice over land tenure was the 
m ajor issue. In 1929, he led a KCA 
delegation to  the United Kingdom to 
demand political rights and an 
enquiry into the Kenya land situation. 
Their petitions fell on deaf ears, and 
Jom o decided to stay on in Europe. 
He did not return to  Kenya till the 
next sixteen years.

While in Europe, he studied 
anthropology in U .K . and wrote his 
scholarly, historic Facing M ount 
Kenya. He married an English girl 
and had a son. He worked actively 
with African nationalists who visited 
the United Kingdom. Some of his 
colleagues included Dr. W. E. Du 
Bois, George Padm ore and Dr. 
N krum ah. He visited the Soviet 
Union in 1929-30 and in 1933, 
studied in the famous training ground 
for M arxists, the Lenin School.

Naughtiest and Knottiest
While he was away, the K CA  was 

proscribed in 1940 for “ subversive 
activities.” But in 1944, a well 
educated teacher, Eliud M athu form 
ed the Kenya African Study Union 
which in 1946, became the famous 
Kenya African U nion tha t was 
destined to absorb all the shocks in 
the M au M au affair.

James G ichuru held the chair o f the 
U nion till the return  o f Jom o 
K enyatta in September 1946. On 
June 1, 1947, Jom o K enyatta was 
hoisted leader o f the Kenya African 
Union. A nd so began the greatest 
battle for freedom ever waged in 
Africa.

The colonialists found the Burning 
Spear so ho t tha t the Kenya African 
Union was also banned in June 1952, 
four m onths before the declaration of 
the emergency tha t led to the mass 
arrests and im prisonm ent of Kenya 
African leaders, including Jomo.

We now come to the naughtiest 
and knottiest question of our tim e: 
the M au M au. Just what was it and 
how did it operate ?

The Philosophy of the Revolution
Y ou cannot tell the Kenya or 

K enyatta story w ithout braving, as 
daringly as possible, the M au M au 
issue. There is no point in dodging 
the question even if this is done on 
the grounds tha t it is a bygone issue. 
The tru th  is tha t it is not. The thing 
to  do is to  tackle the question—with 
an absolutely detached mind. N o 
sentiment m ust blur our judgm ent.

W hatever our judgm ent over it 
m ay be it is bound to  influence the 
philosophy of the Revolution in 
Africa, for good or for ill. More 
im portant still, Kenya is, to  this day, 
shadowed by bo th  colonialism and 
M au M au. N o t until Kenya, and 
indeed, all Africa is free—completely 
free from old and new colonialism— 
can we conveniently and safely close 
the M au M au file in our history 
casebook. I t  will be crass folly to  
do so now.

Ever since the two words “ M au 
M au” filtered into Kenya’s political 
air in 1948, no one has really known 
their meaning—to this day. F o r one 
thing, there is no such word in any of 
the Kenya dialects. The M au M au 
was commonly associated w ith the 
K e n y a  African U nion o f which 
K enyatta was leader.

But w hat really was M au M au? 
A  Police Intelligence R eport in 
O ctober 1951 attem pted to  define 
M au M au: “This is a K ikuyu secret 
society which is probably another 
m anifestation o f the suppressed K iku
yu Central Association. Its  objects 
are anti-European, and its intention

Continued on page 14



O N E - P A R T Y  V E R S U S  

T W O - P A R T Y  SY S T E M
by Ndabaningi Sithole

I1N  this article I wish to examine as 
objectively as hum anly possible 

the tw o-party and one-party system 
as they affect present political th ink
ing inside and outside Africa.

The biggest com plaint the W est 
have against the newly independent 
African States is tha t the Opposition 
is not effective enough. They fear 
th a t these States are heading for 
one-party system which, they con
clude, is another form o f dictatorship. 
In  other words, they fear tha t m any 
o f the independent African States 
are in danger o f  becoming dictator
ships.

In a sense, dictatorship means the 
loss o r absence o f democracy, and 
democracy means the absence of 
dictatorship. W h a t  g u a r a n t e e s  
dem ocracy? W h a t  guarantees 
dictatorship ?

It would a p p e a r  tha t most 
Europeans believe, rightly or wrongly 
tha t the tw o-party system is an 
effective guarantee to  democracy, 
whereas the one-party system pro 
motes and fosters dictatorship.

A  few lessons from history will 
' help us here. Italian Fascism and 

Germ an Nazism, bo th  o f which are 
E uropean dictatorial systems, were 
born  and crystallised under the very 
nose of the European-cherished two- 
party  system. Historically, the 
tw o-party system has not, in some 
W estern countries, prevented the 
b irth  of dictatorship, ju st as the 
latter has no t prevented the birth of 
democracy in o t h e r  W estern 
countries.

In European-ruled Africa the two- 
party  system has not prevented 
dictatorial rule. Over the last fifty 
years the tw o-party system in South 
Africa has been used to whittle 
down the liberties of the majority o f 
the people, to deny that majority the 
right to vote in their own country. 
F o r the last thirty-eight years the 
O pposition and the Ruling Party in

Southern Rhodesia have been un
anim ous on keeping the m ajority of 
the Africans out o f the Voters’ Roll. 
They have effectively resisted the 
establishment o f a truly demo

c r a t i c  government in the country. 
In both South Africa and Southern 
Rhodesia the two-party system has 
been used from start to finish to 
stop democracy from extending to 
the m ajority o f the people. If  the 
two-party system were the magic 
form ula o f democracy, then we 
should have had democracy long 
ago in both South Africa and 
Southern Rhodesia, and other Euro- 

I pean-ruled African countries which 
I follow the same system.
H  The recently-emancipated African 

countries do not place great im port
ance on the two-party system, partly 
because it does not in itself guarantee 
democratic processes, and partly 
because, at this particular stage of 
their development, and when it is 
realised that the former master 
countries are only too eager to return 
by hook or by crook, the Opposition 
may only be African in appearance 
but European in fact. The Opposi
tion may have its remote controls in 
London, W ashington, D.C., or in 
Paris. African political thinkers, 
while accepting the opposition in 
principle, do not readily accept it in 
practice unless it demonstrates quite 
clearly its freedom from puppetism 
or imperialist manipulation.

But their fears go deeper than this. 
The Opposition, in the Western 
sense, to justify its existence, must 
continue relentlessly to find the 
loopholes in the Ruling Party, not for 
the purpose o f keeping the Ruling 
Party in power, but for the sake of 
overthrowing it a t one point or 
another. Between the Opposition and 
the Ruling Party there is a grim 
struggle for the leadership o f the 
nation. To cause the downfall o f the 

j  Ruling Party is the alpha and omega

o f the O pposition.!'' The newly- 
independent A f r i c a n  States, 
obviously, cannot afford this W estern 
luxury which was developed over a 
long period of history. There is a 
strong feeling that if the newly- 
independent States followed this 
luxury, the unscrupulous members of 
the Opposition would be financed by 
foreign countries to  wreck the G ov
ernment and in this way bring the 
country under foreign control.

Perhaps this point needs further 
elaboration. Today the European 
Powers that have had to give up their 
African possessions are looking for 
ways o f returning to Africa so as to 
control her destiny in one way or 
another. The African people who 
have suffered and sacrificed m uch in 
order to gain their independence 
are alert to the many attractive forms 
of ̂ neo-colonialism. Europeans are 
looking tor military and economic 
pacts, and an unscrupulous African 
Opposition which is power-hungry 
could be used as a foreign agent.

A t any rate, it is felt by m ost 
African political thinkers tha t the 
independent African States cannot 
afford the political upheavals of 
France, the political fireworks of 
Britain, and the capitalist politics of 
the United States o f America. There 
is yet too m uch to  be done rather 
than indulge in the fine politics o f a 
long-established country. I t is 
obvious that even in the newly- 
independent African States the two- 
party  system cannot be the surest 
guarantee to  democracy since the 
Opposition at this stage may only be 
in a foreign hand.

This, however, does not mean that 
the new African States can ensure 
democracy by following a one-party 
system. Neither it nor the two-party 
system can guarantee democracy to 
the peoples o f Africa and to  the 
peoples o f the world. The two-party 
system may be European imperial
ism’s gateway to  African countries, 
and equally so, the one-party system 
may be dictatorship’s first eggs in 
Africa.

Now we must answer the question: 
W hat is this democracy about which 
the West cares so m uch? In  the 
words of President A braham  Lincoln, 
democracy is “ government of the 
people, by the people, for the people.” 
It follows then that a two-party 
■government or a one-party gov



ernm ent which is no t “ of the people, 
by the people, for the people” is not 
democracy. But if it is “ of the people, 
by the people, for the people” it is 
democracy in every sense o f the 
word.

A  “ government o f the people” 
means a government consisting of the 
people, reflecting the people of a 
specific state. Hence European 
governments in  African countries 
are not government o f the people. 
They are government “ o f Europeans” 
This is why they exclude the African. 
I f  they were government o f the 
people they would include the African 
also. “ By the people” means a 
government tha t is carried on by the 
people themselves, the people of that 
country. In any European-ruled 
country “by the people” means 
“by Europeans,” “ for the people” 
refers to  the government which is 
carried on for the benefit of the 
people o f t h a t  country. In a 
European-ruled African country “ for 
the people” means “ for Europeans.”

In  the final analysis, democracy, 
all over European-ruled Africa, has 
come to  mean, “ government of 
Europeans, by Europeans, for 
Europeans.” Hence the tru th  that 
E uropean rule in Africa is the very 
antithesis o f democracy, and this is 
why the African gives no serious 
attention w h e n  Europeans say, 
“ African Sjgtes may jeopardise 
democracy.’O f  there is anyone who 
has seriously damaged the cause of 
democracy in Africa, it is the white 
m an himself who has unsuccessfully 
fought hard to  deny it  to  more than 
200,000,000 people. The white man 
has paid lip service to  democracy, 
bu t has denied it to  others except to 
himself.^

Perhaps his real fear is that the 
African who is now in the saddle of 
political power may visit his iniquities 
and deny him democracy. But of 
course the African political thinkers 
cannot be influenced by such fears 
which are merely the projections of 
the white m an’s mind.
^"D em ocracy is something tha t the 
African, like his European counter
part, loves. The African is demo
cratic almost to a point of inaction. 
Every one else m ust have his say; 
every one else m ust agree before a 
decision is taken by the group. 
“A  decision that disturbs the heart of 
another is not a wise one” speaks

well o f the A f r i c a n  sense 
democracy.

In  a one-party or two-party system, 
democracy is assured if the following 
.principles are adhered to. It is not 
the form bu t the content tha t counts, 
and that content is the will o f the 
majority. I f  the one-party or two- 
party  system expresses the will o f the 
majority, that is democracy. If  
neither the one-party system nor the 
two-party system expresses tha t will, 
neither o f the system is democratic 
in the right sense of the word.

The Principle of Election
In  a truly democratic country the 

leaders are freely elected by the 
people. The right to  elect leaders 
carries with it the right to reject 
leaders. In  any European-ruled 
country where Africans are not 
given the vote the right to  elect 
leaders is not there, and the question

o f f The chief and his men met together, 
discussed and arrived at im portant 
conclusions. They exchanged views 
freely. They did not come together 
in order to  agree w ith one another. 
N or did they come together in order 
to  oppose each other. They came 
together to discuss—to examine the 
pros and  cons o f w hat was before 
them. The thesis was clearly stated, 
the antithesis carefully examined by 
everyone, and a synthesis cautiously 
sifted, and thus the conclusion 
represented the will of the people— 
the very essence of democracy.

In a predom inantly white parlia
m ent, as is the case in South Africa 
and in  Southern Rhodesia, the 
African people who form  an over
whelming m ajority are excluded 
from  any parliam entary discussions 
that finally affect them. There is no 
exchange o f ideas, insights, ex
periences and conclusions between

o f rejecting leaders constitutionally/ black and white. The white people
does not arise. In  South Africa and/ 
Southern Rhodesia, for instance, th e \ 
right to elect leaders is confined only 
to Europeans, bu t no t extended to 
the African people. Constitutionally 
recognised leaders are rammed down 
their throats. Traditionally, Africans 
are used to  choosing their leaders. 
They never had their leaders chosen/ 
for them  by a foreign power.

The Principle of Representation
This is another basic principle that 

can ensure the survival o f democracy. 
Free elections are useless unless the 
intention is to  get the right represent
atives of the people to  represent the 
needs and the aspirations o f the 
people in different parts of the 
country. In  South Africa the white 
electorate chooses white people to 
represent African interests in Parlia
ment. In  the Federation of Rhodesia 
and N yasaland a predom inantly 
white electorate chooses African 
representatives to the Federal 
Assembly. This is a mockery of the 
democratic principle of representa
tion. Objecting to  these leaders 
thrust upon them, Africans say, 
“The so-called African representa
tives do not reflect the views o f the 
African people. They reflect those of 
the white electors.” How true!

The Principle of Discussion
In  any African tribal group, this 

principle was adhered to  very strictly.

just refuse to discuss with the African 
people, and there ends the m atter.

The Principle of Compromise
In all discussions at the C hief’s 

place conflicting points-of-views of 
the various members were resolved 
by the application of the principle of 
compromise. Each m an was ready 
to  give up a certain point o f view in 
the light of the discussion. He was 
prepared to meet other men half-way, 
and the other men also met him 
half-way. The spirit of compromise 
is something like this: “ I am willing 
to  surrender so m uch if you also 
surrender that much. I can’t get 
exactly w hat I want, and you can’t 
get exactly what you want. But if  we 
are to  make any progress bo th  of us 
have to leave our present positions.” 
Right from  the beginning the African 
learnt to compromise with other 
people.

On the other hand, however, 
predom inantly white parliam ents 
which never discussed with the 
African people never learned to 
compromise. They did everything 
their own way. They were never 
prepared to compromise with the 
African. Between black and white 
there was to be no compromise. I t is 
impossible to  imagine national dis
cussions w ithout compromise. To a 
large measure democracy depends for

Continued on page 30



B asutoland  (P art I) feeling o f  justice revolts at such a 
state o f  things.”

The Basutoland 

National Struggle— 

Historical Background
by Molapo Qhobela (Associate Editor, 11 Voice of Africa”)

'T 'H E  Basuto did not come into
*  prominence as a nation until 

1818, when King M oshoeshoe o f  the 
Bakoena tribe in N orthern  Basuto
land gathered together rem nants of 
some tribes tha t had been scattered 
by the raids of other African tribes 
in Southern Africa. I t is for this 
reason tha t people o f all m ajor 
language groups can be found 
throughout Basutoland.

The new nation  had to  contend 
w ith a series of conflicts with 
Africans, em igrant Boers o f D utch 
descent and as well as w ith the 
powerful English armies o f the time 
com m anded by such notorious Gene
rals as G. C athcart in 1852 when the 
British were thoroughly routed by 
the Basutos for the first time and for 
m any other times thereafter.

Then there was a series o f wars 
between (1852-1868) the Basutos 
and the D utch settlers now occupy
ing this parts o f Basutoland called 
“ The Orange Free State.” A t last 
in 1868 G reat Britain accorded 
Basutoland “ protection” , and the 
term s o f the Treaty between the 
King and Queen Victoria being that 
Basutoland would enjoy complete 
internal self-government with Britain 
responsible for her defence against 
the land and blood-thirsty arm ed 
tyrants o f D utch descent.

It should no t surprise anybody if 
it is stated here th a t the terms o f this 
Treaty were naturally not honoured 
because o f the well-known British 
attitude towards anything which is not 
British. The result was tha t during 
these wars, 49,000 square miles of

the m ost fertile part o f Basutoland 
was lost to  the D utch settlers 
because of the vacillating policy of 
the British towards critical colonial 
issues.

Briton Condemned Britain
I t  was because o f this strange 

attitude towards Basutoland that 
even Englishmen themselves like 
D. D. Buchanan during the 1863—- 
1868 wars had to come out and criti
cize the British attitude in Southern 
A frica towards Basutoland. Before 
quoting relevant excerpt of his famous 
dispatch to  the then British High 
Commissioner in Southern Africa on 
M arch 27, 1867, it would be useful 
to  observe tha t the Basutos were 
then w ithout a press through which 
to  communicate their grievances 
(if they had any at all) and appeal 
for aid to  those who loved justice as 
well as peace. I t  would again be 
fitting to  observe that the Basutos 
had no authorised agency to give 
utterance to their claims to  conside
ra tion ; and that on the contrary, 
their enemies lost no opportunity of 
vindicating themselves and securing 
the support o f their fellow country
men. Buchanan had this to  say 
about British “ neutrality” o f the 
day:—

“Then again our Government 
lends itself to facilitate the supply 
o f  ammunition to the Free State, 
while it declares a neutrality, 
which leaves the Basutos defence
less, and exposes them to the 
barbarity o f  a well-armed and 
heartily encouraged foe. Every

A nd about Basutoland D. D. 
Buchanan again w rote:—

“ Never was there a field m ore 
ripe for the harvest o f civilization 
than  is this nation, and never could 
England fulfil her mission with 
greater prospects o f prom oting civili
zation preventing oppression and 
w ar, w ithout the risk of any outlay 
whatever.”

I deemed it wise to quote these 
historical documents at length, first 
to  drive home our contention that 
Basutoland has never yielded to  
foreign and colonial aggression; and 
also as an illustration o f the fact 
tha t we have had to  go through hard 
times to  keep it a  ‘Blackman’s 
country,’ as M oshoeshoe called it, 
and lastly to  prove tha t we shall 
disregard the outcome of our actions 
if only we are convinced tha t our 
actions aim  at keeping it Black.

The Statesman and the King

M oshoeshoe was his name. M uch 
can be w ritten about this m an who 
was so able in handling national 
issues in times of crisis. M uch can 
be w ritten about this m an who had 
always burned with a desire for the 
preservation o f peace. As early as 
1830, his Constitutional M onarchy 
was easily one of the best in the 
African Continent. I t  is because of 
this m an’s attributes of national 
leadership tha t the course o f South
ern African history has had to  follow 
its present trend. “ M oshoeshoe was 
one of the most rem arkable Africans
o f historical t im e s ...........and his
just rule and love of peace w on the 
praise of his European contem pora
ries”-—Encyclopaedia Britania.

Sir Godfry Lagolen in his The 
Basutos (2nd V ol.) writes of him :— 
“ It was well that he was granted the 
honour of rejoicing, for the burden 
of Kingship bore heavily upon him 
through the ages, affording him few 
of the pleasures of life or the rewards 
of hard labour. Stirred by intense 
patriotism, a virtue possessed in no 
small degree, he burned with a desire 
to make his people into a nation. 
It is impossible to  recall the story 
of his life w ithout adm iration for the 
untiring energy of the m an; simple 
by nature, toughened by crude



associations, contending for life with 
D utch settlers or British armies, yet 
all the while staggering under the 
weight o f intrigues domestic or 
foreign. I f  loyalty to one’s country 
and life in its service together with 
the charity of a kind heart, count 
towards salvation, M oshoeshoe could 
claim it.”

A nd lastly:— “ His nam e is im
pressed in the m em ory o f  all the 
natives o f Southern Africa as one 
who was faithful to  them, and who 
possessed a singular genius for 
successful dealing with whitemen.”

Commentary

I t should therefore be clear to 
anybody tha t in as far as the land 
issue was concerned, the British had 
always assisted the D utch descendant 
o f Jan van Riebieic who was expelled 
from  H olland because o f theft. 
England has always m aintained this 
strange attitude towards Basutoland 
and her sister so-called protectorates 
o f Swaziland and Bechuanaland, 
w ith this peculiarity that while 
W hite H all regards Basutoland as a 
colony, this territory is governed not 
from  colonial office but from the 
Com m onwealth Relations Office.

The reason for this stupid arrange
m ent is too  apparent for any simple 
m inded person to see. It is that the 
British again had  always conspired 
against Basutoland with the foreign 
settler government of South Africa 
th a t Basutoland by virtue of her 
geographical position would one day 
become part of the Union of South 
Africa. But time is proving it to the 
conspirators that i f  they think that 
Basutoland (and the other two pro
tectorates) will ever become part o f  
the fa s t demoralizing Union o f  South 
Africa, then they are not only suppress
ing their conscience but are also 
swimming against the tide o f  history 
in the African Continent.

Future Unpredictable

M uch can be written o f the his
torical past o f Basutoland. M uch 
can also be written, perhaps, about 
the future trend o f affairs in Basuto
land, but little is being written about 
the present quiet and fast peaceful 
revolution taking place in this coun
try. Inevitably, the rhetorical ques
tion is “ why” ? It is no t for anybody 
even to  m ake an attem pt to reply 
this im portant question but only 
wait for time to  pronounce an 
im partial verdict, taking into account 
the fast rate o f political advancem ent 
in the country.

Unpardonable Ignorance

Because of its m ountainous charac
ter, Basutoland has been given all 
sorts of clumsy and ill-conceived 
names ranging from  such peculiar 
things as “The Kingdom  in the 
clouds” and “ the Switzerland of 
Southern A frica.” To the m ajority 
of people (both  in  Africa and 
outside), this country is just one of 
these so-called “ little” countries of 
the vast continent to  which m uch 
im portance may not be necessarily 
attached, or about which m uch may 
not be said. These negligent attitude 
and ignorance are unpardonable.

We would indeed accept this 
negative outlook towards Basutoland 
if the present geographical dem arca
tions imposed on this country by the 
protagonists o f  white and foreign 
dom ination who thrive on the thread
bare principles o f racial superiority 
and arrogance, would be uncondi
tionally accepted. A nd yet contrary 
to  what some people think, the 
Basutoland Congress Party and the 
people of Basutoland in general do 
not, and never will, allow themselves 
to view such an im portant question 
from  so negative an angle.

Physiography

Geographically, the country con
sists o f volcanic m ountains which

have acquired the name D rakens
burg. They overlie some horizontal 
beds o f sandstones, with the high
lands dissecting the plateau between 
6-11,000 ft. The western edge rises 
sharply into peaks which plunge 
Eastwards with valleys cutting them  
from  N orth  to the South at the 
B asutoland-N atal border. The 
valleys are well watered and very 
fertile and can be cultivated up to 
about 7,000 ft. They are evenly 
populated.

Basutoland is entirely surrounded 
by the U nion Territory. Its bound
aries run with those of N atal to the 
East, the Cape of G ood Hope 
Province to  the South, and the 
so-called Orange Free State to  the 
North-west. The country lies be
tween latitudes 28° 35 ' and 30° 40' 
South, and longitudes 27° and 29° 
30' East. The to tal area is 11,716 sq. 
miles, (the size of Belgium), the 
quarter o f which comprises the 
lowland in the west with between 
5,000-6,000 ft. above sea level. The 
rem aining three quarters are high
lands rising to m ore than  11,425 ft in 
some parts o f the Drakensburg. 
The D rakensburg m ountains form  
the area from  which three largest 
rivers in South Africa have their 
sources. This has caused Basutoland 
to  be rightly called the “ Sponge of 
South A frica.”

Climate

Rainfall is a bit variable and 
averages 28 ' a year over the greater 
part of the country. Rain falls 
mostly between October and April 
w ith an average o f 1' for every 
other m onth o f the year. Serious 
droughts are very rare and there is a 
large num ber o f perennial streams. 
The lowland tem peratures vary from  
a 90° F  m axim um  in summer to  a 
w inter m inim um  which sometimes 
drop to  below 20° F. The highlands 
ranges are m uch wide and tem pera
tures below zero are usually recorded 
in winter m onths.



Renascent 
Africa
by Frederick S. Arkhurst

TT is, perhaps, inevitable that 
^  Africa is today a centre of world 

attention and interest. W ith Asia rid 
o f colonialism, Africa has become the 
last continent over which western 
European nations still seek to  per
petuate their control. Yet even in 
A frica dram atic changes are taking 
place which are rolling back the 
frontiers o f imperialism. After

is to  dispossess Europeans of the 
W hite Highlands. Its members take 
oath  not to give inform ation to  the 
police and may also swear no t to 
obey certain Acts o f G overnm ent.”

There are two observations in this 
police report.

First, the P o l i c e  Force was 
imperialist-manned. A nd so its 
report could only reflect the imperial
ist mind.

Second, no m ention whatsoever 
either by allegation or implication 
was made o f intention to  kill. The 
oath  was administered for reasons 
which were obviously nationalistic. 
The Kikuyu had the right, the natural 
right, to  team  up in order to dem and 
their lands from  the robbers.

The second point is very im portant. 
F or it is worthwhile to emphasise that 
three years after the operation o f the 
M au M au, an imperialist Police 
R eport saw no real “ evil intention” in 
the organisation, as Corfield later 
claimed.

Terrorist Government

I t is also interesting to note tha t up 
to  the appearance of the Police 
R eport in 1951, there were no serious 
M au M au incidents. N o killings, no 
assassinations. There were o f course

tolerating European colonization and 
the arrogance of white settlers for 
scores of years, Africa is now 
reawakening and demanding those 
rights to which all men are heir.

The reawakening of Africa has 
found expression particularly at the 
level of political and constitutional 
advancement. But this will only 
come to fruition with the redefinition 
by the African of his real place in his 
continent—his role in the political, 
economic and social life o f Africa. 
This redefinition is already taking 
place and it is quite clear today that 
the African knows tha t his destiny 
can only be decided by himself in 
Africa and no t by foreigners in other 
countries. The Africa o f today 
symbolises h o p e ; it is the continent of 
optimism and change. Indeed, not 
since the period which followed the

Continued from page 9

cases o f beatings, and scattered 
incidents of arson. The m ajor content 
of the M au M au up till tha t time was 
oathing with the sole intention of 
collective bargaining for their rights.

The only attem pt on someone’s 
life was on December 13, 1950 when 
an assailant th rust a spear into the 
bed of Chief W aruhiu in the dead of 
night. He missed the m ark, and was 
caught. Investigations later proved 
tha t Chief W aruhiu had convicted 
the assailant’s wife for an illicit gin 
offence. It was later clear that there 
was no political motive in it, although 
the Chief had engaged in  a lo t of 
anti-nationalist activities.

It is therefore difficult to see why, 
all o f a sudden, there appeared such a 
horror cloud over a purely nationalist 
movement.

My observation and analysis prove 
tha t it was the Colonial Government, 
and not the M au M au tha t was 
terrorist.

To begin with, oathing is a 
traditional custom  in nearly all 
Africa. But the Colonial Govern
ment outlawed it. This was the first 
m ajor blunder. How could they 
outlaw a custom  tha t ran in the very 
blood o f the people and had been

Continued on page 31

signing of the Berlin Agreement of 
1884 has the continent of Africa 
experienced such swift and dram atic 
changes as it has since the Second 
W orld War. The im portant problem 
now facing the African is to define 
his own political, economic and 
social objectives in these conditions 
o f rapid change.

The Decline of Colonial Power in 
Africa

The “ Scramble for Africa” which 
followed the Berlin Agreement result
ed in the establishment of western 
European dom ination over m ost of 
the continent. But while that period 
was characterized by the carving of 
the continent into a mosaic of 
meaningless enclaves, protectorates 
and spheres of influence, the upsurge 
of African nationalism and independ
ence movements after the second 
W orld W ar has m arked the beginning 
o f a rapid process disintegration of 
European power on the continent, 
and the beginning of the end of 
the economic exploitation of the re
sources and peoples of Africa in the in 
terests of western European nations.

The “ revolution of rising expecta
tions” w h i c h  has f i r e d  the 
im agination of millions of Africans 
is the result o f three m ajor factors 
whose cumulative effect finds expres
sion in the rise of new states in 
Africa and agitation by the still 
dependent territories for their politi
cal and economic em ancipation. 
These factors are themselves in the 
process of evolution and thus defy 
evaluation in precise and concrete 
terms. First is the whole political and 
intellectual climate of the twentieth 
century which had its beginnings in 
western Europe and which finds 
expression in the concept of self- 
determ ination and the right of all 
peoples to govern themselves.

I t is also exemplified by increasing 
concern for the dignity of the hum an 
personality and the right o f all men 
to  equality of opportunity  and 
treatm ent in  all spheres in which 
they operate within the society, the 
nation or the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
community.

This more enlightened atm osphere 
has made possible the full operation 
of a second factor: the increasing 
awareness of the African peoples of 
their potential and the translation of

Nationalistic Role
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