x§§x aq1a

.counsellors Leshomo and Bogatsu, also Moroka of Thaba Necho,
Metlgba of Polfontein and his brother lMongala, Isaac Motlhabane
of the Ratlou at Madibego with Phoi and Mmui,

For two months and two weeks the court heard xke and faith-
fully recorded the voluminous evidence, oral and documentary,
given by an army of witnesses . fs was anticipated, the judges di-
sagreed, and the decision had to rest with the final referee o
Governor Keate, which he gave on the 17th Qctober 1571 .
gir Henry Barkly sent a copy of the decision to Ludorf at Klip-
drfft, who at once translated its text into Tswana and send cop=
ies to all his clients =-the Barolong, and Batlhaping chiefs
and the Bangweoketse chief Gaseitsiwe. It gave Waterboer the xmmi

southern parts he claimed in the Qrange Free State and Transv-
gl comprising the diemondiferous land on both sides of the Vacl
at Dutcispan, DeBeers, Bu;}ontein and Kimberley in the geograrh-
ical Qrange Free State. The northern lines went to the Batlha-
ping and the Barolong, the latter being awardéd a line from the
source of the Moldpo River to the source of the Harts River,
thence to the source of the Makwassi = spruit, and down Makwassi
spruit to the Vaal River. It was but a few days after this
award was published that sir Henry Barkly annexed waterboers co-
untry as Grigualand West, éﬁiie hisx own name was perpetuated

in the town formerly known as Klipdriit.

The Batlhaping living on the northern banks of the Vaal
River and @t the junction of the Vaal and Harts Rivers were ag-
grieved ag Keates decision and doon rose in rebellion. The
Grigqugs of Griguatown away to the west were also resentful and
igzanii in arms. The South African Republic was unhappy, co=
mpletely repudiated the award, blamed and cashiered its presid=-

ent Pretorius, and settled down to defeat the award by deliber=-

ately ignoring it and making it of no avail during subsequent

JEars . Pres. Brand of the Orange Free State protested vehemen=

tly
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against the annexation by Britain of territory he claimed against

. He finally . s
2::;2;;1:@ Britzin received £99,000 to soothe bitter memori

es of the loss of thés 3,300 sq miles of fabulously rich districte.

.With the copy of Keate$ judgmentftawéégi chief\Zudorf senzjgzg;v-

ering letter urging them in words ® reminiscent of the prophet
igg:zgh).to unitee. #and now chiefss rulers of the land, I appeal
to you. Awake: arise and unite soon before your trpphy is

torn asunder by wolves; Come ye together, make protective lawsj
stop all breaches and gaps and close your ‘fanks. safeguard the
heritage of Tau your ancestor. Hear ye all @Ghiefss Come together
and unite."

Goverpor Keate's decision was welcomed by the Barolong chiefs.
Ludorf and Montshiwa in pariicular were delirious with joy. The
former immediately drew up a manifesto and constitution for“The
United Baroleng, Batlhaping and Bangwaketse Nation", issued :gnxnx
ambifius and
Bizamziinn unrealistic proclamation in their name, estabiiished
a consulate at Klipdrift, constituted himself the commissioner,
representative and digématic agent of the chiefs and conve%& a ﬁzz;zx
ting of all the chiefs concerned at Taunge

In a letter to D.Arnot, Esq, 4gent for the chiefs N.Waterboer
and Mankurwane dated lovjafh from Klipdrift he states: "No one cen

e

wish more than myself, that the various sections of the Batswana
trives included in the new line';j;:%av%in unity and peace, but
also %b combine in a general confederation against the common enemy,
should they think it fit and £;2§Z§ to break through the newly fixt
boundary line as I am sorry to say the Transvaalers make it no
secret that such is their intention. We have on our side 3Sechele,

and ere long also Mapela béhind Makapanspoort,besides others whom

you know."

_ ; s—tmvng3#7the—ia%ﬁ7%e%%ersfjhat~iﬁv~3.Luoor e T WFoLe .,
He was sgon after tdken—+ ...,_ Dikgatloyg’ on the th
JARUAY ¢ ores manted b

o aneated by—the fefs and peopre—ef the Baro-.

long



24 .c

and Batlhaping. lontshiwa was disconsolate for a long time +——
haping. e

e
e

He said he had lost giiéﬁiﬁﬁﬁztﬁﬁéﬁthe“ﬁaﬁswana_ang~gggg\ge 1o~

ved as-a Brother - a scholar and a counsellor. -
’r....__n;.'_':. Rt S SR

on the 16th ovember 1871 Ludorf wrote to Sir Henry Barkly,
outlining what he had done he continued" Awaiting the

general meetingkf all the native chiefs whose territorial rights
fall within the newly defined boundary line, I beg most humbly
and gzgﬁgfully to acknowledge in the name of the Barolong united,
Bangwaketse and Batlhaping tribes whom I represent, the material
service which Her lajesty's government in Eouth Africa, and more
particularly Your Excellency in si?tioning and constituting the Rzuk

Court of;Arbitration have rendered to these numerous tribes sp
long oppressed by their white# neighbours = the Dutch Emigrants—
ana I sincerely hope,  and pray that Her most gracious Majesty
will continue to befriend these = orphans in keeping her soverei-
gn and protecting hand over them for the future.n”

This was among the very last letiers that the Rev Joseph

£

Ludorf ever wrote. He was soon after taken seriously ill and died

¥
at Dikgat%png on the 13th of January 1872, lamented by the chiefs
tedbes
and people of the Barolong and the Batlhaping/ » lMontshiwa in par-

ticular was grieved and said he had lost a friend who loved the

who swas o Schelorn anol Counseller

Barolong, and whom he loved as a brother, a mag/who cpuld be pre- e
anol
acher doctor, mechanic, wagon maker,dfld political strategisﬁ/writer

by turns. "An indefatigable worker of indomitable spirit, a

nany
talented linguist and may-sided man, the Rev Joseph Ludorf was e
lover of the Batswana in general and of ghe Barolong in particular.
de had luboured among them at fhabalicho, at Lotlhakane and in
Bechuanaland for more than a quarter of a century, and had identi-
fied himself with them and their interests in a manner witqwhich:

even in those days of burning missionary zeal, liberal thought 4

. 5
philanthropy and §1éf-sacrifice it is difficult to find a compari=

Son. e threw himself into their Struggles with a courage and imgpe
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impetuosity, a disregard for criticism and personal safety

which are surprising to contemplate. But his gzeal sometimes

outran his discretion, often clouded and deflected his judgment,

or swayed him from the straight path of absolute impartiality, Fmxxi

justice and truth, Apart from Montshiwa, chief of the Tshidi

Barolong, Ludorf was perhaps the man best hated by the citizens
of the @outh African Republic." ($.f.Molemas: Chief Moroka p,137)
By the death of Ludorf, Montshiwa was left without an advi-
ser who could read, explain and answer the letters now coming
frequently from one or another official of the South African
Republic or British government. He invited John Cameron, the
son of the Rev Jame$ Cameron of Thaba Ncho to come and be his ag-
ent, but thhough that person accepted the offer, he failed to
turn up, and the chief had in the meantime to £ely on the good
services of the Rev Jonathan Webb, of the Wesleyan church, who
had just been appointed in 1873 to labour among the Tshidi Baro-

long at Mafikeng and lloshaneng.

e

Abdut thls tims [2876) Knnbehtns GaniTacind. aneihor abritebs:
strange to Buropean ideas of marital unions. He annexed to his
seraglio one @Gaeshele Motshegare =~ his own niece and a niece of
his wife Majang who was his half sister. Majang was still alive butp
had borne only one child - Buku - & female. Tswanay/ intricate tredit.

~ion was that the young wife @aeshele would raise seed to her aunt
Majang, and would thus cover the latters'sdshamé“in giving birth to
Just one child., It is more than probable that Mejang herself would
take the initiztive in arranging this extraordinary unioﬁ.
To anticipate the story, Gaeshele bore two sons and a daughter.
The two male children - Badirile and Bakelopang became chiefs of
the TIshidi Barolong respectively in subsequént yegrs.

— ¢ -~

\ -
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Havi i T 2 e
av;gg/fUTEEd Marthinus Pretorius and/g13xst£fé_QEZE;HEY7§iéin ;;

e

v the hand of itg/agging‘g;esidéﬁf_zgﬁie1

Erasmus, 1
Arzsmus, issued g Proclumation repudigting the Keate avard on the
\ 7 \
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AONTSHIWA' LA“" NEIGﬂBOJRS
This is oerhapékhe proper time and place to introduce to the reader

some chiefs and their clans who became Monts}ﬁwa's Reighbours at about
this period, and with wgome of whom he lived on terms of amity and co-
operation,whiie with others, the reLations were characterised by 1ills

wiitt and frequent disputes.

1.The Batlharo of Masibi. In 1864 or a little before that date, a Batiha-

ro clan of the same origin as the Bahurutshe of Marico came from the dis-
trict of Makgolokwe or langberg near Kuruman under their chief Masibi, to
settle on the Moliopo River. Montshiwa had previously met Masibi at Moro-
kweng and Coe iHeuninngei) in 1853, at the time of his brief sojourn
there as a refugee from the Transvaal commandoS.lMgntshiwa had eithgr invi-
ted Masibi or acquiesced to his request to come and iive on the Molopo.
KrizsyEER Whiche%erway on his arrivail with his clan, Masibl had notified
Montshiwa, then 1iving at Moshanleng in the Bangwaketse country, and he
had directed his bé@iﬁgﬁg Molema and his uncle Mokgwetsi to assign Masiboi
land at a place called Disaneng, adjacent to Ga-Tshebethwane, a former
site of the Tshidl Barolong capital in their nomadic career under peshomo
who was then regent for Montshiwa's father - Tawana in 1810- £SL5.
Masibi died soon after his arrival (1865) Léaving his smaii Esx clan ilv-
ing in SZace and amity with their Barolong gueeds, and this goodwilil con-
tinued during the chieftainship of his son and successor-Jan, commonly
called #Jan Masibi", The friendly relationaship was fgrther shown and
strenghhened by frequent intermarriages between the two tribes. Thus in
1868 lolema's son - Palo (Matthew) married Rall of the Batlharo royal
family, and in 1878 Molema's daughter- Mafikeng by name, was married to
Motlagodise, grandson of the old chief Masibi, In subsequent years,Seno-
pane, daughter of Saane, another of lMonsthiwa's brotihers, was married to
Methuselah, heir and successor of Jan Masibi, and then Mhitlhiem;ng, widow
of Kebalepile, Montshiwa's eldest son was married to the same “e{ﬁselah
whexka® whose first wife had died.

In the Baroilong=-Boer war of 138.1-1384, the Batihware of Jan Masibi
identified themselves whole-heartedly with their barolong hosts, defended

thexz Montshiwa's country equally with them, made and endured sscrifices

in property, substance and Life, their town of Digsaneng being twice commit
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cormitted to the flames by the Tpansvaal Boers, hundred of their cattle
captured, and their men taken prisoner and brutally assassinated.
The Batlhware had complete home rule. The independence of lagibi and his
cian was only circumseibed by the common gensge and coodwilﬁmz?isting bet=-
ween the two tribes. Thed suzerainty of Montshiwa over them/implied rath=-
er than expressed, inasmuch as they were Living in the sentre of the
territory which mas unquestionably beionged to Montshiwa, The two chiefs-
Montshowa and MamiBixkxamid Jan Masibi so thoroughiy recognised the comuon
usages and courtesies of landlord and vassal, host and guest that there
was never friction or stiffness in their reiationship nor need to resort
to definitiong, or demarcation of boundarles between themzIn peace kke and
friendsihlp they Lived, and in peace and friendship they both died at the
latter end of the year 1896,

1t was left for their sons, heirs and successors to try and defilne
the relatinms and boundaries between the two tribes, a course which entail.
ed many pitsos =ami delecgations/mmzhxidizx and commissions; mucé,disputation,
1itigation and irritatioq/, with uncertainty and vaciilation on the part
of successive goyernments of the Union, and no clearcut ofr satisfactory
solution or rggé_-z?t‘;: Lef. fuor Slates .

3 to the Lower Molopo

2.The Ratlou Cian of Makgobi: In i872 a section of the Ratlou clan came /

from Morokweng and Tshidilamolomo under Gaetsalwe, 3xm younger son of the
iwhe had formerly dured al- Ganyesa , Kwetd' or Bhidilamofomeo ond Seftagele. -
great warrior Wotsﬁﬁrjtgia 3&3 soon followed by his brother Makgobi (

(originally Ba-kgobi) the ruling chief of that clan, who with a large foli-

wing had seceded from his senior chief Maiketso ( and his successorB
Bonokwane) at Ganyesa and Morokweng to settle at rhitshane , In former

dod beor #z Tshidi
days (c.1824) this rhitshane was a common city of the Ratiou and Bs

BaroLong clans, but was now claimed by Montshiwa to be within his personal
domain., A§ the time of Makgobis arrivali, lMontshiwa was 1iving at Moshan-
eng among the DaNgwaketse, It is said lakgobi asked and received Mont shiwa,

permission to make his home at rhitshane,?¢!* e,owsww:;,of b"f"-g 8:-»6,@“ /ol\fwﬂwe

Now, Makgobl and his ciLan were very dif ferent from the Batiharo

like ﬁontsniwa and his
of Masibi. They were a BarolLong clan, They were Razz=

people

pAdescendants of Tau, and they were withing the Limits of the land of Tau,

and if M¥akgobl spoke to Monstsiwa about his coming to 1ive at Phitshane,

it was probably just Wypway-ef-sdartesy,-andlentsirtwa—coutd not-_have
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oXRBBEANBIY<rELRBBR o courteous formality, It 1s most) unlikelj that
Monsthiwa could have refused such permission, even though about this
up to and beyond rhitshane
time or shortly afterwards, he claimed all the country/as far west as
the confluence of the Setiagole\stream with the Molopo River ., Monbshs
iwa afterwards asserted that lMakgobi and his tribe were his vasgsals
because they were living in his teeritory, and this iegend became 80O
wellfestablished that the Rev John Mackenzie couid confidentiy write-
that "Makgobi and Masibi are chiefs who are also living in the country
of Montshiwa (Austral Africa Vol,L p.25L). This claim Makgobl and his
successors, ofcourse, shteadfastiy resisted, with the resuit that there

was chronic dispute between the two chiefs and their tribes, and after-

wards between their successors, after the principal actors had gone of

the stages
During Fhe Baroiong- Boer conflict of 188L-1884, with Montshiwa

on the one slde and the Ratlou Sarolong of Moshete on the other side,
Makgobl prociaimed himself to be neutral, although his sympathles were

clearliy with lMoshete. /e deed v 18544 bohale. pw b drisil- G Meshete of-Khunwanra.,

andl his Sweeessor Molseakhume was dhore eulSfpocken and even Voeifarpus s, Teeeling MonThuces Sifromasy
3. ‘the fatlou Cian of Moshete at Xhunwana: In 1872 lMontshiwa Book steps

to place Khnwana withing his sphere of infiuence by placing Tsupaneng
(Nathaniel )darumo there as his representative.At this time the Ratlou
cian of Moshete was stiil at Modimong near Taung under Masisi, Moshete
the Tres Bwegesg wlwuolﬁmvﬁmn $u0 indorhGuw arel
being still in/service of ~utch farmers as a sherperd lad'/(f""’d“""‘:‘.‘”%
When the Hatiou people left Taung, they made strdight for Khunwana, ‘
which had been thelr capital in former days under Kgosi,lokoto, MatLh;
-ku and Gontse respectiveiy. Tsupaneng was therefore forced to retire
to Mahukubu QKraaipan), but was socon after pushed off there also, when

%mht Kgosiethata Letsapa, loshete's headman come t#’buij.d a Ratlou

sub-station there. Tsupaneng now retreated to Mareetsane and was there

as Montshiwa's headman until Bathobatho took over.

;r_Mosite: This is a tiny 'state' of about 5,000 morgen, 75 miies west

of Mareking,30 miles south of rhitshane, 60 miles morth of Ganyesa , oad
and 100 miles north-east of lMorokweng, It is the buriali place of the

_ K
old Baroiong chéggg Ratlou, and his successor Seitshiro. It was here

also that a skirmish took piace between the Barolong of “ontshiwa and

the Dutch-Boers under Andries fretorius and raul Kruger in 1853;
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Mosite has a mixed population of the Hatlou, Tshidi, Seleka and Rapulana
Barolong; Bahurutshe,batlhaping, Bangwaketse and Batlharo, ilontshlwa ann-
exed 1t verbally as early as I8 12869 and appointed a Mhurutshe from K-
ruman by the name of Motshawe as his representative, lMotshawe died in
1898- 2 years after Montshiwa, and was succeeded by his son Boas, whose
position as elder was strengthened when Phetlhu Motshegare, Moptshiwa's
nephew, married his (Boas's) sigter-Popinyena and made Mosita his resi-
originally
dence. In lBQS/an influential family/of the “atlou people of Maiketso
from Dikgatlhong

came/to Mosita to settle. Xhemm This was the Mooka family represented by
Baokodi,liutlule, Moruaesi , Tsikwe and CGaboutlwelwe. They were related
to Boas, and added strenghh to his arm. Hevertheless, he became unpopular
afterwards and was deposed by the Governpent in 1901, the headmanship
being conferred by election on Thakadu lMolefe,

Though aﬁter Montshiwa's death the Ratlou chief rhoi claimed Mosite
as within his sphere, and though Monkshiwa's successorshave never {}rio-
usly pressed their claim of jurisdiction, Mosite hagd been regarded admi-

nistratively as falling under Montshiwa.

5. The Rapulana Clan of Matlaba: It has been noticed that &vcdiBés the

three Barolong clans - Ratlou, Tshidi and Rapulana - which had lived as
refugees under Moroka at Thaba licho for eight yearsf¢ left that place fme
under their regpective chiefs Gontse, Tawana and Matlebe ,fexxMaiiwargxen
thexionixRiverx The Tshidi clanm§Z§§ in its entirety, the gatlou clan imf{
left one family of Sebetso, the youngest brother of Matlhaku and Mongala
behind, whille the Rapulana clan dlvided in two, the larger and senior s ecs
tioqgoing with 1ts chlef llatalaba, while the smaller and junior section
by agreement, spayed behind with Moroka under its elders Beatlholo and
Motuba, younger brothers of Matlaba,

Gontse, Tawana and Matlaba proceeded to Matlwang on the Mooi River, and
lived there for a number of years, sheltered by the friendship of Hendrik
rotgieter, In 1845, Gontse and his clan moved further off to the west,

and in 1848 Tawana also left, and went to kiwmxkx “otlhakane s his homelanc
where he diled soon after, lMatlaba stayed behind at Matlwang. In 1846,
Potgieter received useful help from him when he proceeded agalnst the

Bapedl of Sekwatl, and at the sudcessful conelusion of the campaign, he

not only gave Matleba a large portion of the booty, but also alotted him
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iand at Matlwang for his trilbe,
After Potgleter's removal to Ohrigstad, however, Matlaba's people
were accused of cattle stealing, and in 1849 the turbulent Comm-Gen
Stephanus Schoeman took 41 cattle from Matiaba by way of indemnifica-
tion, toid him that "a kafir may not own tand," and expeiied him from
the Mooi River district.{Bloemhof Evidence p.263). Matiaba and his
people then went to Chilef Mahura at Taung, and were ptaced by him at
Shudintlhe where his son of that name was soon after born, and where
he lived 7 years. When Schoeman was superseded in authority at fotche~

fstroom by Pres. Marthinus rretorius,Matiaba was allowed to return to

Matlwang in 1856, and iived there in comparative peace for another L7

XERX years. 3 :
Seatlholo, eider of the section at Thaba Ncho had died in

1846 (%), an? the Thabancho section of the flapuiana people wes now
under the sole charge of his younger brother lotuba. In 1864, however
Mgtiaba carled Motuba to join him at Matiwang, Leaving the Thaba Ncho
gection of his people now under Goutiwetswe, generally known as Abra-
ham Motuba, In reaitity this man was the son of Moliwa- Motuba's imme-
diate elder brother, and oniy assumed the surname of Motuba because

he had Ltived with him from childhood, and succeeded him asg eider of

tk® headman at Thaba Ncho, T,is Goutiwetswe or Abraham HMotuba was N
born in about 1830, and subsequentiy took Chief Moroka's daughter-

Hnana to wife,
In 1874, having been sought out and befriended b§ rres,

francols Burgers, Matiaba was directed by him to remove to Eilands-
fontein, and was soon after assisted by the S.A.Repubiic to settie at
Bodibe or rorfontein, where he arrived with ail his people, inciuding
the Thaba Ncho gection of CGoutiwetswe Abrahama Motuba in Aprily 1874,
This latter place-roifontein, was claimed by lontshiwa, whose peopls,
Tsrael Molema and Stéphen Lefenya among others, had Lands there undep
irrigation from the fountain fater which the place 1s named, They were
unceremoniousty pushed out in spite of Montshiwa's protests,

Moslkare HMothupl, a junior member of the Rapuiana royalty, a
cousin of the chief llatiaba and also cousin of Molems equally iike
Matlaba himself, soon after this came f rom Bodibe érolfontein) with a

handful of followers to live ar Lotlihakane or Reitfontein - about

v > —
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ten miles Trmm to the south of Molema's town of Mafikeng. Naturally he
rEguainkadxlxiEmmxnikhxkpisxakep called on lolema to acquaint him with
~

this step, and Mglema would undoubtediy in turn teil Montshiwa, :?ge
was still living at Moshaneng under the bBangwaketse chief Gaseltis=,
Tt is not likely that there were any conditlons or formalities in co=-
nnection with this coming and settlement of lMothupi. Lotlhakane had
been the home of the original chief =mX gapulana in the previous cent=-
ury.Rapulana was the great-grand fabher of Mothupi as weli as Matlaba
He had come here with his clan on the dispersion of the Barotong nation
at Setlagoie about the year 1777, and frzmxherexhexka® here he had dled
and was buried. From here the cian had moved to Matlwang, then to Didi-
baneng (Hartebeestfontein), then to Motihanaapitse near Warrenton and
then to Thaba Ncho, from whence they were now returning after shearly
a hundfed yeabs . Montshiwa, however , ciaimed Lotihakane as his terri-
tory, and regarded Mothupl's visit and words to Moiema as a request for
permission to settie there, and therefore lMothupi as his vassal, This
became guite a favourite legend among the people of Montshiwa,

In 1875 Matlba ordered that section of his tribe that had remaine-

had foilowed up

ed behind under Seatiholo and !otuba but wax now,/ under Goutlwetswe
to move to Lotlhakane, Their exodus from Bodibe was quite an iposing
affair of 37 wagons, meny horses ridden and driven, and a large number
of cattle, sheep and goats. They made straight for Lotihakane, and kker
there Goutlwetswe,‘probably without consuiting either Moiema or Montsh-
iwa joined Mothupi Mosikare, and being of senior rank superseded him as
elder of the clan at “otlhakane. Without any specific undeestanding,
Montsihiiwa regarded Goutiwetswe (Abraham) as he had regarded Mothupi,
thatp is as being tribitary to him because he had come to L1ive in xkm
what he claimed to be hls countyy. Goutiwetswe on the other hand looked

only to Matiaba at Lodibe as his chief, and regarded Lotihakane as his

inheritance.,
frequent mention mxxxhmxmads of this clan will be made in

the ensuing pages. vide pp =
ChAFTER I EnTer TResiDENT FRAfols BURBERS
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daving forced Marthinus rretorius and his state attorney Kiein to

resign thelr offices, the South Africaen Republiic, by the hand of its
acting prresident Eram Daniel Erasmus now issued a Prociamation, repudika

ating the Keate Award on the (ground that\

* & 6080
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