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ANNUAL REPORT. D -JD

- It is gratifying to observe that the Bantu Hen»s Social Centre
has kept up”its usefulness as an Institution of Cultural, Social
and Recreational activities for African men in the City, IiInspite

of/..



of the intervention of the war. I is well, however, to
observe that the Centre, like all other bodies depending on
the public for their existence, has suffered certain reverses
owing to there being a drop in contributions. We owe those
members of the public who, notwithstanding the sacrifices
they have made, and are stij.l making towards the Allied cause
in the present war, a debt of gratitude for continuing their
gifts to the Institution,

In other matters, Social, Educational, and Sporting at
the Centre, the year under review has been a full one. It
is here that™men working in the city, iIn their various capa-
cities J as miners, teachers, Ministers of Religion, ordinary
workers and students come to enjoy themselves iIn a spirit of
good fTellowship.

All™Nindications in the field of social work point to the
necessity for establishing more such places. We sincerely
hopo that it will be possible,in the future, to make bigger
efforts for the provision of clubs wherever these do not exist,
not only for men and women; but for boys and girls-, alike.

GAMES.

The Bantu Men®s Social Centre is probably the onl” place
open to Africans, where the membership has a large range of
indoor actiyities_ from which to choose. Of the many indoor
g mes, Milliards has proved to be the most popular. For hours

I ™ ers Play this game with real interest, and even
with something approaching mastery. "Chinkor Chech™, a new
« roltl @in the larSe collection of games at the Centre, has

and Tnhiha”e _ enthusiastlc players, whilst Chess, Draughts
and Table Tennis are games still” confined to a small group

of what members call the ™"Aces". During the year we Have

) In ?faaShts against other teams, in_Johannesburg
and oaisade* rtt all times our players have not failed to
show their understanding of the game.

MEETINGS AMD SOCIAL FUNCTIONS,

Beca”se °f its size and situation, the Bantu Men’s Social
always been the venue for meetings, social gatherings
and conterences Mby various.organisations, It is here that
el come _deceptions are held in honour of Africans who have
distinguished themselves in the field of education, of social
_ sPherfas of learning. It is here also, where
memoers hold their wedding receptions.

Afrlican organisations that have used the Centre,,
thP t tbe year, for meetings and social functions are
the African Iron and Steel Workers Union, the African Metal
p?nk?r? £10ni the African Domestic Workers League, the African
th?l “"ioan Furniture Workers Union, the
£ “ tin Workers Union, the African Laundry Workers Union

TJJded I»10n Co-Ordinating Committee, the Coloured

nation?? ?fr*thS ?3bala Dancmg ASSOCiation, the Intordenomi-
A * Zan MInisters Association, the Joint Council of
? ? and Eur°Peans, the Jazz Maniacs Band, the Jane Furso

tbe HntLH,SMItal FUMd CommlittOe> the Lemana Training College,
nd, the OrlaAdo

Mﬁihle_‘gs EnioIl tﬁqe Paladi.rtlg? %he“ itBé%CEIEJIEdf—'o%?les’, the
the Bonfn? JPO~ Club thG Rand African Students Association,
19 j° 2ajatic*
SrnCf?thM'**tﬁéu}\alnag\gaa} SA%IL?CtaIm hugbc);/ r?fcl;n,HoallﬁdCalluHUmlt)g?’ of
other organisations which found their beginning under the
Roof/ ..



roof of the iInstitution.

Whilst the Centre has played host to the many bodies that
have come here for their social, recreational and educational
business, it has also had the needs of i1ts members to attend
to. There has been a regular programme of activities for
members throughout the year.

VOLLEY BALL.

Between the hours of 12 noon and:1 p.m. members have
gathered in the Gymnasium to play at Volley Ball. This 1is a
game that has never lost its interest for members. It is.

a game in which old and young find equal enjoyment and
exercise. Matches, between members and invited guests have
been played and groat.-fun.was.u derived at all times by the |,
players.

HUS ICAL HISTRUCT1OIT.

Whilst games have been played in the Gymnasium®and in the
Billiards. Room, in another part of the.building, budding pianists
have had their first lessons out of Smallwoods Book for Biggin-
nors. in steady but persistent monotony they thumped at the
key boards, with uncertain fingers and yearning hearts. Yesi
They.are determined to learn.

GUEST WIGHTS.

The last Friday evening of.each month, is a night of special
attraction for members of the Centre and their friends. On
-these occassions, members gather at the Centre to enjoy a pro-
gramme of games, singing; sometimes a bioscope film is
shown and there is always a short dance, i"or the bioscope
films that i1t has been our good fortune to see, we have to
thank Dr Ray -Phillips who madeit possible to secure them.

-.GAMMA SIGMi- CLUBS..

It Is perhaps not an exaggeration to say that a very few
African organisations elast- for a long time. The reason for
this 1is because of the apathy that sets in among the mem-
bership when the novelty-of the thing has worn off. Whilst
this i1s true of the generalitymf African organisations, the
Gamma Sigma Clubs have been an exception in their regularity
and their educational value. [

.There are twenty-two of these clubs, spread all over the
Reef, membership of which xonsists of men .arid women v The
various clubs arrange debates between themselves and sometimes
there are. lectures on different subjects of interest, by
prominent people.

The biggest feature of the .club year was the inter-club
debating competition _for_fhe _fUntotelill Debating Trophy. The
subject for debate was the vexed question of the- incorpora-
tion of the Protectorates into the Union of South-Africa.

The debaters were good, and showed remarkable understanding
of the subject on which they spoke. Finalists were the Qrlando
Ganma SigmamClub, represented by Messrs |I.H.Rathebe, G.Mdta
and G.R.Kuzwayo, and the Roodepoort. Gamma;Sigma Club represent-
ed by Messrs®IF Cwabenl.y E.B.S.Msimang and A.L.Molefe. The
debate took place at the Bantu Men®_s:Social dontre 1iIn the
presence of a fairly large gathering. The decision fell to
the Orlando club whose debaters were outstanding.

BOXING/ ...



BOXING.

As in previous years, boxing at the Centre has been a re-
gular feature whoso interest does not seem to deminish.

During the year, the Transvaal Non-European Amateur Boxing
Association staged several tournaments one of which was inter-
provincial. At all times the boxing skill of the boys was
heartily applauded by the spectate]s who have never failed to
come in large numbers to these tournaments. In November, last,
the association staged two tournaments in aid of the Navy League

The preparation of the boys for the '"glove game™ is a full
time occupation, “very night, 1in the Gymnasium, the boys go
through their paces, under the supervision of their capable
instructors. They do physical jerks, sparr with each other
hit the punch bag and do a lot of road work. Their muscular
developement is so rapid that they are themselves surprised.
After intensive exercise they go under showers which are provid-
ed for their use.

TENNIS.

Matters concerning tennis are dealt with by a tennis
committee, elected from amongst members of the Centre, annually.
Members of tho committee for the year 1940 were Messrs S._Msweli
(Chairman)j G.Xorile (Vice-Chairmah); A.Khutlang (Captain)j
A.J.Mokhothu (Vice-Captain); D.Makoe, H.Jajbhay and C.N.Setlogelo.

.The Centre played a number of competitions with other teams
during the year. There were matches against the Pimville
Lawn Tennis Club,”~Kilnerton Institution, the Bloemfontein
Bantu Social Institute and others. Some matches for the Trans-
vall Open Tennis Championships have been played on the Centre’s
tennis courts and these moments wore of real joy to players
an%_spectators alike; for the best non-European players were 1in
action.

Another interesting event was the B.M.S.C. Men®"s Doubles
and ~ingles Championships which attracted a lot of attention.
This 1is an annual event and players have to compete for the
Chamber otx Mines Trophy and tho Jajbhay Brothers Trophy, The
winners iIn the Doubles event were Messrs Julius Mathihe and
Matthew Kambule, and in the Singles, Mr Hoosen Jajbhay.

AN ORCHESTRAL CONCERT.

OA:1,"TBI*9rS were entertained to an Orchestral Concert on the )
~0th June, 1940, by kind consent of Mr John Connen (city Organist)

u°® £on&uctod- the Orchestra of some thirty players. The concert
which was held under the joint auspices of the Johannesburg
Non-European and Native Affairs Department, the Bantu Men®s
oocial Centre and the Gamma Sigma Clubs, was attended by two
hundred Africanswho do not, up to this day, forget the boauty
oi it* |In addition to a fine instrumental programme, solos
were sung by Miss Margaret Roux and Mr Ezekiel Mogale.

VISIT OF BANTU SOCIAL INSTITUTE.

The Centre was visited during the year by Mr A_N.Sefothlelo.
Secretary of the Bloemfontein Bantu Social Institute who had
come to study our methods of organisation. Mr Sefothlelo, when

e go home to Bloemfontein, wrote to the Centre expressing
his gratitude for all that was done fo.r him. In his letter he
also requested the Centre to send a team to Bloemfontein to play
ins Institution in tennis, table tennis, chess and draughts.
This/. .



This was agreed to and a team left the Centre for Bloemfontein.
Those who want spoke highly of the hospitality of the people
of Bloemfontein and of the Bantu Social Institute in particular.

Hot long after the return of our players, a challenge was
sent by the Bloemfontein Bantu Social Institute to tho Centro,
for a return visit. As the result, the biggest sports festival
was hold at the Centre, beginning on the 5th till the 7th
October. There were matches in Billiards, Chess, Draughts,
Tennis and Table Tennis. The games were most interesting and
the knowledge displayed was a revelation. At the end of the
third day, when the scores were counted, it was found that the
Centre was loading by a big margin. A debate was also arranged--
between the Orlando Gamma Sigma Club and the B.S.Il; tho subject™"
being: Have the Africans benefited by accepting Christianity”
Tho Orlando Gamma Sigma Club won the debate ; taking tho affirma-
tion of the question.

During their stay in the city, the visitors wore shown round
places of interest. They were taken to Thalitha Home,
tho Lungalogwaba Lads Hostel, tho Beer Halls and the Hostels.
In the evening they were taken on sightseeing tours to such
p:aces as tho Zoo Lake, Munro Drive and other interesting
placos.

For tho touring arrangements in connection with the visit
B.S.1. we wish to thank Messrs G._Xorile, A.K.Nobanda,
C.H.Sotlogolo, P.Dabula, L.C.Koza, A.J_Mokhothu,
and L.Jajbhay. Tho latter was kind enough to place at the dis-
posal of the ...ntortainment Committee his car to convey tho visi-

THE MUNICIPAL NON-EUROPEAN LIBRARY.

The Non-European Library at the Bantu Men’s Social Centro
is rendering a real service to an increasing number of readers.
At present the membership is well over a thousand, tho majority
of whom are Africans. About 40 per cent of tho membership of .
tne Centro use the Library for reading purposes. The stock to-
tals over 3, 000 books, and there are a number of wellknown
periodicals from the Union and Overseas. All Bantu Newspapers
are on fTile. There 1is reserve shelf of reference books for special
use by the students of the Jan H.Hofmeyr School of Social Work,
-books, “not on tho shelves are obtained from tho City Librarian.
JhQr?~¥s n2w a Children’s section which shows signs of rapid
growth. External students, working for their university degrees
imd the Library of great use to them.

) ~N_ah to thank tho City Council for the Library Service
at the Centre and hope that i1t will bo possible to establish
more libraries where there are none at present.

THE JAH H. HOPMEYR SCHOOL OF SOCIAL WORK.

For many”~years, people concerned with the management of
African affairs, have talked about the training of Africans to
do Sﬁci?l work among their own people. To-day, there is such
a school.

The Jan H.Hofmeyr School of g5* jal work opened here on the
15th January, 1941 with a class f twenty-seven students, men
and women, from different parts of the country.

Classes begin with Devotions at 8.30 a.m. and continuo
until 1 p.m., when tho students are served with lunch along with
members/. ..
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Agencies,
Physical Educatlon Arts and Crafts.” The course wifi* hfi?2”"
Alread,, atl,rt,,; Ijf °fur?e “"ill be of

two years duration.
and interest in their work. Tta Mrecto? of°S»g U?defs?aliain8
Dr Ray Phillips who also loctires on SocLJogyf SCh°0l1 13
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°f considQrable assistance

in training Africans so as to hel”~cl?
problems of to-day? Ip S°;ve manU ef th® social -~

MR J.R.RATHEBE.

F Whion LHQ; odon Government dpcyded o Erakn Arftiifns

requested the Executive CnTM??+’\d t°~ M58 call* The Y.M.C.A.
Centre to release SL of ?he ™~ 98 ¥ th8 Eantu M9n"s sociai
with the work undertaken by thJTjFfST In Se Centre t0 osslet

Consequently Mr J._fi.Rathebe, “ecretar”of ?2u,th? Vv?rious caaPa-e
Gentre was released

for this valuable service

? a ® ? W K ,« “s s w r a s

r s r « * «

*o?<** Ve to second Mr

Rathebo
throughout”’the U-1 AY T of the general response that

Africans,
It 1s just ano?fer demns?S~?Jn oJ8t,ilvdn t0 th® 0311 °f d’\%/—
fend dsslre of the Africa

People“to oo-operate In the defen
is doing yeoman service and* ™ ©° ? Democracy. Mr Rathebe
COntre

“ 4 “te executive Committee; we wlsS“ ta ""Sofloee”
looking forward to the end of hostilities whel tHm agAVjlia.

our memb!J:M-5toy"a?e Mes-ifu S e lariOUS « » W «*e many of
Arthur 2ibi, John ltutumela® Phin tY r A A? A 61 Hies Moletsane,

Rkile, Alexander and Johannes Mathobel flWv;al0” f ,Kaba< Stephen
need hardly say how proud Sfaro o fA 1l jMwara 8®“°aba. De
« 7 *

fare well and Lme 1O°'

THEY1RE IN THE ARMY HOW.

who,*nhrsho??7~S?%Ch?tlhePe?tS”™ Sre S°mQ our
S -have bean 1In thQ Army, are

doing well. They a p

J.Dhlamini (Sergeant) JospBh ~n”aml?, Magagane (Corporal),

Simon Sekgapaneg (Corporal) DaYgld Mashupye (Sergeant),
Qbe Knoi

ka aSce/CorpoSS)S oon’?aL ailane>,Mark Rad
826— (and others. P 'FC? F RE%Sergeant Tommy Xaba rpo-
Luck and Safe Return* tn880 m8n we sa” "‘Godspeed, Good
MRS BRIDGMAN.

a much reg?ett?deiossMto man”~Af?72 f°r OVOrseas has been
associated, 1In the course “of*her 2?7?82 ?eoplG with whom she was

It was with mi-ed f?elin?s J w SeYlal WEE¥ in Johannesburg,
E?n Vo7ago, at T

farewell given In her h?n”~r af

on Wednesday 8th Mav 1Q™n n Bantu Men’s Social Centre

3ho did will ever "Agel?4n 0o“? ™2~ _ °fF h" "* «* ®>od wo?k
OBITUARY,

Death removed from our aids“Jy™ rApril, 18th, 1940 Mr Earle



Taylor, son of the Rev. Dr Dexter Taylor* Mr Marie Taylor was
for many >ears associated with the Centre; first as film operator
in the days when the Censoring and Dispatch Depot was situated
here, and later, as instructor in the St. Jolan’s Ambulance
Brigade, On behalf of thlio Executive Committee of the Centre

and the members, we extend our heart-felt sympathies to his

young widow and to Dr and.Mrs Taylor.

Mr James Albert Mosala passed quietly at the home of his
brother, Mr Marks Mosala on the 21st March, 1940. ™Jimmy7, as
ne was popularly known among the members of the-Centre was asr
sociated with the Institution almost from its iInception. He
was one of theustar®! tennis players- and highly respected for his
goodnaturednoss, Our sympathies go to his family.

Another of our members, Mr James Dean died as the result of
a motor accident. we extend our sincere sympathies with those
he leaves behind.

THAMES .

It behoves use at this stage, to say a wox-d of thanks to
tne firm o< Messrs Howard Pim and Hardy, particulary our
non. Treasurer, Mr James Montague Pim who inspite of additional
work i@mposed upon him due to some members of the staff goinc-

?? a7fci’e service, has spared some of his time to attend to°
the books of the Centre.

MEMBERSHIP .

This year, the membership of the Centre has decreased
considerably. There are about two hundred members who have
not, for some reason or other, renewed their membership. The
figures given below reflect the position:-

YEAR .OH ROLL ACTIVE JgIIIORSc L IFE
1939 530 435 14 3
1940 543 321 35 3

ecri | * +n r7gafd to thO adult mempership indicate a
gecrease é% 1f2 Over Igst year®s act?ve memBershfg- th st we do
rd thlf P°sition as satisfactory, we may state here

+ 2nt*x*—_tflr war h " Perh ntribut t m
extent, tgd%he Ffailure o? memserse oapgﬁafp buted, o some

For those who may desire to become members of the
Centre we publish hereunder the classes of membership that
are available:

(@ Life Membership-*-Fee £5 (b) Ordinary Mem-
bership— Fee 10/- per annum; (¢) Country
Membership— Fee 5/- per annum (this refers
to persons living outside the Magisterial
District of Johannesburg.); Junion Membership
(bona fide scholars attending an approved
school or college)--Fee 2s 6d per annum.

JAfrican men and youths visiting Johannesburg for short
periods may become Visiting Members g, payment of Is. which on
titles them to a month"s membership.

GENERAL.

Whilst the year under review has not been particularly
full/. ..



-full of events, the Centre has been keeping up its normal

flow of visitors from many parts of the country. Members con-
tinue to make use of the facilities provided, and the lunch
hour meal service continues to provide for many.

In our last report we mentioned a bequest to the Institu-
tion of a large sum of money by the late Mrs Lighthome. Many
discussions have taken place as to how the money should be
spent. It has now been decided that a portion of it should be
used for iImprovements and extensions to the present building.
Plans are proceeding in this direction, and, it is hoped, that
by the end of 1941 the work will have been completed.

RAY ,E.PHILLIPS (CHAIRMAN)
JULIUS G.MALES ~ (ACT. SECRETARY.)



DR-
i

To

Salaries and Wages

Water, Light and Sanitary Eees
Games

Insurance

Clerical Assistance

Postage, Stationery, Telephones,
Bank Charges and Sundry Expenses

Secretary’s Car /allowance
(January - August)

Loss On Kitchen and Catering:
Expenditure
Less Revenue

Depreciation of Furniture
and Equipment

842
820

BANTU

EXPENDITURE AND REVENUE A

MEN’S

750
177
101
34
43

331
42

22

108

£1612

11
17

19
10

10

11

SOCIAL
ICCOUNT FOR THE YEAR

CENTRE
ENDED 31ST DECEMBER. 1940.

Membership Fees
Subscriptions and Donations

Native Recruiting Corporation
Limited

Board of Control - Deferred
Pay Interest Fund - Grant

Sundry Revenue:
Hire of Hall
Locker Rents

Interest Received

Balance - Excess of
Expenditure over Revenue,
transferred to Accumulated
Funds

159

5

147
416

300

50

160
32

506

£1612

11



BANTU MEN ™S

BALANCE SHEET
CREDITORS 100 7 5
LIBRARY DEPOSITS 2 13 6
SPORTS FUND a7 9 5
LEGACY - Estate of the late M.C. Lighthome.
Balance as at 31st December 1939 7132 15 8
Add Interest Received 239 2 3

7371 17 11
Less Drinking Fountain at Orlando 80 O O 7291 17 11
ACCUMULATED FUNDS

Balance as at 31st December 1939 7600 19 5

Add Balance of Building Fund
Transferred 715 6 8
8316 6 1

Less Balance of Expenditure
and Revenue Account 506 6 0 7810 0 1

BUILDING FUND
Balance as at 31st December 1939 715 6 8

Less Transferred to Accumulated Funds 715 6 8 &

£15252 8 4

Johannesburg.
15th February, 1941.



BANTU MEN’S  SOCIAL CENTRE

1940,
SUBSCRIPTIONS  AND DONATIONS.

African Consolidated Films, Ltd. £26 5

Less Handed over to Bantu Snorts
Club and Pathfinders 17 3°

African Explosives and Industries, Ltd.
African Guarantee and Indemnity Co. Ltd-
African Metal Trade Union

Aiken and Carter, Alex.

Anglo-American Corporation of South Africa, Ltd.

Anglo-Transvaal Consolidated Investment Co. Ltd.

Anstey, Ltd,, Norman

Barrow (Pty) Ltd., John

Brick and Potteries Co., Ltd.
Castle Wine and Brandy Co. Ltd.
Central Mining - Rand Mines Group
Central News Agency, Ltd.
Christian Brothers College 0.B.U.
Cleghorn®s

Connolly Ltd., T. & F.

Denver Machinery Co., Ltd.

Dunllop South Africa, Ltd.

Efans & Co., Herbert

Fraser & Chalmers (S.A.) Ltd.
Gemmill, W.

General Mining and Finance Corporation, Ltd,
Green and Morison, Ltd., E.K.
Griffin, T.F.

Hayman, Godfrey and Sanderson
Henwood, Son, Soutter and Co., P.
Hillman Bros., Ltd.

Hunt, Leuchars and Hepburn, Ltd.

8 15
25 0
1 1
1 1
10 0
10 10
3 3
2 2
1 1
2 2
1 1
50 0
5 0
2 2
1 1
1 1
1 1
1 1
2 2
2 2
2 2
15 0
1 1
1 1
1 1
2 2
1 1
5 5
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-~ 2 -
.annesburg, City Council of 50
Johannesburg Consolidated Investment Co. Ltd.

(Barnato) Group of Mines 50
Jooste end Bryant, Ltd. 2
Machine Tools (Pty) Ltd. 1
Mackenzie, Geo. 1
McGregor and Co., Helen 1
New Consolidated Goldfields, Ltd. 20
Phoenix Assurance Co. Ltd. 4
Prices (S.A.) Ltd. 1
Pim & Hardy, Howard, Clerical Assistance 43
Ramsbottom, Mr. Justice W.H. 1
Rand Daily Mails, Ltd. 5
Rand Provident Building Society 2
Randles, Br. and Hudson, Ltd. 1
Shell Company of South Africa, Ltd. 1
Sive Bros, and Karnovsky, Ltd. 1
Smith, James 5
Solomon, Mr. Justice Saul 3
South British Insurance Co. Ltd. 2
Star, The 5
Stewarts and Lloyds of South Africa, Ltd. 2
Stevenson, J.H. 2
Stuttaford and Co. Ltd. 2
Sunday Times Syndicate, Ltd. 5
Thompson (Pty) Ltd., James 1
Thrupp and Co. 1
Troughton, J.J. 1
Union Corporation, Ltd. 25
Union Flour Mills, Ltd. 1
Victoria Falls and Transvaal Power Co. Ltd. 15

£416
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FOR M 0O F BEQUEST.

I do hereby bequeath by way of legacy to the BANTU MEN®S
SOCIAL CENTRE, Johannesburg, the sura of  _____ __._.._...._.
which amount 1 direct shall be paid to such Institution

or
Jor such purpose or purposes as the Executive Committee thereof

may in Its discretion decide.”

Signature._.._._.. ___.___. -

As Witnesses

FORM OF BEQUES T.

I do hereby bequeath by way of legacy to the BANTU HEN’S
SOCIAL CENTRE, Johannesburg, the sum of £, ... ________._. __._.._.
which amount 1 direct shall be paid to such Institution

or
for such purpose or purposes as the Executive Committee thereof

may in its discretion decide.

Signature. .. ... ... coo--- -

Date.......... -

As Witnhesses :-



SOCIAL CENTRE

31ST DECEMBER 1940.

BUILDINGS
FURNITURE AND EQUIPMENT
Balance as at 31st December 1939

Additions during 1940

Less Depreciation
MUNICIPAL DEPOSITS
INVESTMENTS RE LEGACY - at par

£125 Municipality of Johannesburg
% Local Registered Stock 1945,
£625 Town Council of Johannesburg
5% Local Inscribed Stock 1948/1!
60 5% Paid up Permanent Shares of
£50 each of the Alliance
Building Society

DEBTORS AND KITCHEN STOCK
CASH
Ltd.

Current Account
On Hand

Certified Correct.

480

48

528

108

1125

625

3000

74

3802
13

0o o
6 9
6 9
6 9
0o o0
0 o0
0 0
5 5

13 10
4 3

J. Montague Pim.

Hon.

Treasurer.

7125

420

29

3750

37

3890

£15252

19

10
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