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The post-war years saw the emergence o f 
South Africa as a highly industrialised 
society with Johannesburg as the dynamic 
hub. To meet the labour demands o f 
industry and commerce, the influx to the 

fto w n s  became a raging torrent o f humanity 
^*n d  overwhelmed the meagre housing 

resources o f the city at that time. As a 
consequence vast slums, with concomitant 
evils sprung up in and around Johannesburg.

The City Council had the responsibility o f 
rehousing hundreds o f thousands o f Bantu 
working in its area, and the last two decades 
have seen the provision o f liveable 
accommodation which was a complete 
break from the anti-social conditions o f the 
past. In addition to the houses, services and 
amenities had to be provided.

)n creating the multi-faceted entity which is 
Soweto, the Council has helped in one o f the 
world's greatest slum clearance schemes o f 
the post-war era.



I

EAR LY YE A R S

A t the turn o f the century the Bantu 
popu la tion  o f Johannesburg was pri- \  
m arily male. These were itinerant > 
labourers w h o  stayed in the c ity  a w h ile  
before return ing to  the rural areas. Later 
more and more w om en accom panied 
the ir husbands to  the c ity, and fam ilies 
settled in the area.
P im ville had been established in 1905, 
fo llow e d  by various o ther tow n sh ips  at 
later dates.
The Non-European A ffa irs  Departm ent 
of the C ity Council was established as 
a separate en tity  in 1927, and took  over 
the func tion  o f housing the Bantu 
popu la tion  from  the Parks Department.
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The price o f progress

H ousing in the tow nsh ips, w ith  the 
exception o f P im ville , was its responsi-

or
T he W a r  Y ears
T hen—the war. In 1939 the Bantu 
popu la tion  o f Johannesburg was 
244,000. M any were already liv ing  in 
unsuitable quarters, but the N.E.A.D. 
had at th is  stage b u ilt approxim ate ly 
8,700 houses in an e ffo rt to  im prove 
matters.
The effects o f the w ar were disastrous 
fo r Johannesburg 's  Bantu popu lation. 
The boom ing industria l developm ent, 
centred on prov id ing  more and more 
material fo r the w ar effort, sw a llow ed

ever more labour, and Bantu workers 
streamed to  Johannesburg in the ir tens 
o f thousands. Families liv ing  in decent 
housing often doub led and trebled up, 
and slums o f the most appa lling p ro 
portions developed in areas where no 
adequate housing was available. Exis
ting  fac ilities  became, first strained, 
and fin a lly  burst, and people spilled 
on to  the bare veld w ith  the ir be lo ng 
ings. Shacks bu ilt o f tin , cardboard, 
hessian, mud, and any other material 
available m ushroom ed overnight. 
During the w ar years all efforts were 
channelled in d irections o ther than 
housing, however, and no th ing  was 
done fo r the people in the slums.
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P o p u la tio n  g ro w th  —areas u n d er In crease in th e  n u m b e r o f houses
C o u nc il and B antu  R e -s e tt le m e n t in C o u n c il c o n tro lle d  areas.
B oard c o n tro l, 19 35 -1 9 6 5  19 35 -196 5

The d if f ic u lt  years
Such was the picture in 1946. The 
popu la tion  had increased by 150,000 
in 6 years. Eleven squatter camps had 
sprung up, the largest w ith  a po pu la 
tion  o f some 60,000. The rule o f law  
was open ly flou ted. Gangster leaders 
im posed levies on the popu lation, and 
im posed savage punishm ents w hen 
they w eren 't obeyed. Disease was 
rife, and sanitary and other services 
were non-existent.
The squatter camps had to  be cleared 
at once and em ergency camps were 
laid ou t to  alleviate the position.

C ond itions were s till poor, but k 
measure o f con tro l was in troduce 
and w ater and san ita tion cou ld  be 
provided. These measures were often 
v io len tly  opposed by the erstw h ile  
leaders o f the popu la tion , w h o  saw a 
lucrative w ay of life disappearing. 
Housing costs m oney, however, and 
the c ity  was responsible. The National 
Housing Com m ission helped where it 
was able, bu t it had to  deal w ith  the 
same problem  on a national scale. Of 
vita l im portance was the ab ility  to 
bu ild  cheaply enough fo r the tenants 
to  pay the  rent.
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The Oppenheim er T o w e r-s y m b o l o f  the n ew  era

SQ. FT.

/ n  P rices drop ped  w ith  
V f th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f 

J 7 \  B antu  labo ur

T h e  b re a k th ro u g h

Thousands o f houses were bu ilt under 
d iff ic u lt  financ ia l cond itions  before the 
firs t breakthrough came in 1951. In 
1951 the Bantu B u ild ing  W orkers A c t 
was passed. Bantu "a rtisans" could, 
fo r the firs t tim e be trained to  bu ild 
houses in the ir o w n  areas. Costs 
dropped dram atica lly. In 1953 the

Jiantu Services Levy Fund was estab- 
shed, w hereby em ployers o f Bantu 

labour had to  con tribu te  tow ards the 
provis ion o f services fo r the to w n 
ships.
The second breakthrough came w ith  
the in troduc tion  o f the site and service 
scheme by the G overnm ent in 1953, 
w h ich  helped to  alleviate the demand 
fo r houses trem endously. Under th is  
scheme, sites, w ith  services provided, 
were allocated to  fam ilies, w h o  erected 
tem porary shacks, w h ich  were later 
replaced by b r ic k -b u ilt, C o u n c il-b u ilt 
houses from  funds made available by

the Governm ent, as soon as possible. 
The problem , as always, was funds, 
and the moral d ilem m a fac ing  the 
C ouncil was, and s till is, w hethe r it was 
better to  provide high qua lity  houses, 
and therefore, few er of them, w h ile  
people remained in the slums and 
em ergency camps, or to  provide 
cheap, liveable quarters and hasten the 
disappearance of the slums. The latter 
course was chosen and remains in 
force to  th is  day.
In 1956, the late Sir Ernest O ppen
heimer, appalled at con d itions  still 
existing in M oroka, persuaded his 
colleagues in the m in ing  industry  to  
lend the C ity  Council R6,000,000 
repayable over 30 years. This was the 
in jec tion  o f capita l the  c ity  had needed, 
and in one year 10,000 homes were 
bu ilt, apart from  hostels, schools and 
o ther fac ilities. Apart from  th is  loan 
the G overnm ent provided R11,000,000 
fo r the erection o f dw e llin gs  and the 
provis ion o f other facilities.
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C ultiva ting  a new  way o f life

The present

The major part o f the developm ent in 
S ow eto has occurred since 1956, and 
the end o f the slum  areas is in sight. 
O nly a small part o f P im ville  remains. 
Eastern Bantu Tow nsh ip  w ill soon 
disappear, and a new  c ity  w ill have 
been created.

But re-housing the people is the least 
part o f slum  clearance. New w ays of 
life  have had to  be created. The 
people have had to  accept c iv ic  
responsibilities. New  attitudes must 
develop. In the phenom enally short 
space o f tim e since they have le ft the

slums the people have proved no t on|^Y ) 
tha t they are capable o f a c c e p t in g ^  
these responsibilities, but tha t they 
w e lcom e them. A new  sp irit is abroad.
In 1968 the Urban Bantu C ouncil was 
established to  replace the old  A d v i
sory Boards, and th is  body o f elected, 
and appointed men havesetthem selves 
high standards.
S ow eto is not ideal, as the housing is 
o ften m onotonous, and fac ilities  som e
tim es few , but the prim ary task must 
always be the e lim ination  of the slums 
and the provision of basic housing for 
every fam ily. This target is in sight.
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Traditional

The people

’W ho are the people o f Sow eto? 
f ir s t ly ,  the people of S ow eto are all 
Bantu. They belong to  v irtua lly  all the 
tribes found in South A frica, bu t Zulus 
and Sothos predom inate, w ith  smaller 
numbers o f Venda and Tsonga. The 
various tribes are grouped according to 
the ir national units, w h ich  allow s, for 
instance, for the ir easy accessib ility  to 
schools teaching in the m other tongue. 
The degree to  w h ich  they have adapted 
themselves to  modern W estern life 
varies considerably, ranging from  
people still close to  the ir triba l back
ground, to  people w h o  have accepted

The fu ture

much o f Western life. Educationally 
too , w ide  discrepancies exist and the 
com ple te ly  illite ra te rub shoulders w ith  
un iversity graduates.
M ost of the people w o rk  in Johannes
burg.

Western
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The townships

S ow eto  is a com plex o f tow n sh ips  to 
the south w est o f Johannesburg. The 
name was coined from  the firs t tw o  
letters o f the w ords South Western 
Townships.
Services, equiva lent to  those found 
in any large city, are provided by the 
Johannesburg C ity Council. Rents 
cover all o f these, w ith  the exception 
of water and electric ity. The m ajority 
o f houses are let at R6.30 per m onth. 
Houses vary in size from  tw o  to  five 
rooms, averaging 4 rooms, and often 
m uch larger private ly bu ilt houses in 
areas such as Dube. S ingle men live 
in large hostel complexes.
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The sym pathetic approach Paying the rent

Administration

S ow eto is adm inistered by the 
Johannesburg C ity Council, on the 
th ird  level of South A frica 's  system 
of three tie r governm ent—N a tio n a l-  
P rovincia l—Local or M un ic ipa l govern-Jent. The polic ies of the higher levels 

governm ent are, of course, a p p lic 
able to  local governm ent.

The Non-European A ffa irs  Departm ent 
adm inisters Sow eto, and is responsible 
th rough its Manager, to  the City 
Council.
The Non-European A ffa irs Departm ent 
func tions  in S ow eto  th rough  a system 
of Tow nsh ip  Superintendents, on 
w hom  the day to day adm in istra tion 
rests.
Every day hundreds o f people bring 
the ir problem s to  th is  man. Perhaps 
the breadw inner has lost his job ;

perhaps there has been illness and 
arrears o f rent have accum ulated. 
W hatever the problem , they are sym 
pa thetica lly  received and given a 
patien t hearing. The o ffic ia ls  have w ide  
experience in th is  fie ld, specia lis ing in 
the peculiar problem s o f the various 
Bantu cultures, and are able to  take 
appropria te action.
W orkseekers are in troduced to  pros
pective em ployers; cash grants or 
food  parcels are g iven to  the needy. 
Pension d ifficu ltie s  are investigated 
and gu idance is given. House o w n e r
sh ip  or legal questions are sorted out. 
The endless stream o f personal troubles 
is dealt w ith  exped itiously and w ith  
understanding. The welfare w orker 
w orks in close consu lta tion  w ith  the 
T ow nsh ip  Superintendent.
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Mr. F. M n cub e —firs t Chairman o f the Urban 
B antu  C ouncil

The Urban Bantu Council

The Urban Bantu C ouncil was estab
lished in 1968 to  replace the old 
A dvisory Boards. Some members are 
elected by popu lar vote w ith in  the 
ethn ic group, w h ile  others are ap po in 
ted by the various representatives of 
chiefs in the Bantu hom elands to 
represent the ir interests.
There are 58 members, w ho  serve for 
3 years. 41 are elected and 17 ap po in 
ted by the Chief's representatives. The 
Council w orks on a system o f 4

com m ittees responsible for Am enities, 
Education and Health, Transport and 
Trading, and General Purposes and 
Housing.

Recom m endations o f the Council are 
considered by the Johannesburg C ity 
C ouncil and no im portan t m atter a ffec
ting  the people of S ow eto  is considered 
by the  C ity Council unless the Urban 
Bantu Council has firs t made a recom 
m endation.
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The three R's A d d  tw o  cups o f flo u r

Education

Education in S ow eto is the responsi
b ility  of the Departm ent o f Bantu 
Education, but Primary schoo lbu ild - 
ings are provided by the Johannes
burg C ity C ouncil from  funds included 
in the rents of houses. Courses are 
ta ilored to the needs of the Bantu 
com m unity , but the fina l m atricu lation 
exam ination is the same as that 
w ritten  by all other students in South 
Africa.
Education is a major factor in the 
adaption to  a new  w ay o f life, and 
m ost fam ilies are extrem ely enthusias
t ic  tha t the ir children be educated. 
The m edium  of ins truction  at primary

level is in the m other tongue, at 
secondary and high school level in 
in the o ffic ia l languages.
The popu la tion  explosion has also had 
its effect, and the Departm ent has to 
contend w ith  a chron ic shortage of 
staff and bu ild ings. There are, at 
th is  stage, enough prim ary schools, 
bu t there is a shortage at higher 
levels.
University education is provided at 
the various University Colleges fo r the 
Bantu, and techn ica l tra in ing  at the 
Vocational Train ing Centre (run by 
the City C ouncil) and the technica l 
college in Soweto.
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FIGURES OF INTEREST (JUNE 1970)

Total Bantu popu la tion  o f Johannesburg : 688,693 
(Inc ludes mines, Council con tro lled  areas and Bantu 
Resettlem ent Board Areas).

T he to w n s h ip s : Popu la tion : 403,165 (C ounc il con tro lled  ares)

Area: A pp rox im ate ly  34 square miles 
Tow nsh ips: 21 
Total Houses: 65 ,958

H o ste ls : 9. Popu la tion : 29,758

d m in is tra tio n  :

E d u catio n  :

O ffices: 11

A ttendance: 100,172

Schools Low er
P rim ary

H igh er
P rim ary

Lo w er P rim ary  
and H igh er  

P rim ary  (D u a l)
S econdary H igh Technical

No. 79 34 7 3 6 2

H e a lth : C lin ics: 7 general plus sub -c lin ics  (T.B., post-nata l, etc.)
Charges at C lin ics: 20c
Charges at Baragw anath Hospita l:
20c for ou t-pa tien ts
50c for in -pa tien ts  (all found)
fo r any one illness irrespective of its duration.

Y o u th :

W e lf a r e :

Population under 20: 55%

Nursery Schools: 45
People in sheltered w orkshop : 110
Average num ber o f cases dealt w ith  per m onth : 2,000

C lubs: Evening: 23 (m ain ly  men)
A fte rnoon : 27 (ch ild ren) 
W om en's: 8

P ub lic  lib ra rie s : 6
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V

F a c ilit ie s 1948 1970

Stadia — 3
Sports Fields 14 92
Basketball Courts 10 74
Swimming Pools 1 4
Concrete Cycling Tracks — 2
Tennis Courts 14 42
American Basketball — 4
Club Houses 6 24
Communal Halls 3 8
Recreation Halls — 4
Hostel Halls 2 3
Children's Playgrounds 5 39
Skittle Alleys — mm
Dance Arenas —

Athletic Tracks — 3
Change Rooms — 11 M
Golf Courses 1 2 1
Bowling Greens — 1 1
Amphitheatre — 1 1

These figures do not inc lude halls, clubs, etc., run 
by churches, charitab le organizations and others 
w h o  provide a considerable num ber and variety of 
facilities.

B antu  beer and liq u o r: Beer gardens and off-sa les depots: 24
Bar lounges: 3
G allons of Bantu Beer brewed annually: 30 m illion

C o m m e rc e :

T ra n s p o r t :

Shops in S ow eto exceed 1,500 
Banks: 1
W holesale Produce M arket: 1

People com m uting  by train da ily : 204,000 
Price of w o rker's  ticke t: R3.10 per m onth from  
anywhere in S ow eto, 5- and 6 -day  ticke ts cost 
less.

R e lig io n : Churches: 1 52
D enom ina tions: 70 recognised plus approxim ate ly 
900 sects.

T O T A L  C A P IT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E  TO  J U N E  1970 : R 69,870 ,836 .
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tin g  a breather

Horticulture

Landscaped parks have been estab
lished in m any areas, and fac ilities 
are constan tly  expanded.
The local residents themselves are 
encouraged to  take an interest in the ir 
gardens and a great many have, apart 
from  the ir flo w e r gardens, vegetable 
beds and fru it trees. For these garden 
lovers the H orticu ltu ra l Section p ro 
vides trees, plants and invaluable 

* /^dv ice . Garden com petitions are 
JFganised each year.
T w o  fru it trees have been planted in 
the garden o f every house in Soweto. 
The streets are bordered w ith  shade 
trees and thousands are planted 

every year. In the parks and p lay
grounds, innum erable lawns and flo w e r 
gardens are m aintained.
In add ition  to  this, a num ber o f bold 
schemes have been in itia ted to p ro 
vide "b rea th ing  sp a c e s "-o p e n -a ir  
com m un ity  centres where people may 
foregather in the ir leisure hours—a 
favourite  custom  o f the Bantu.
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In  fo r a ch eck-u p —m others at a baby clin ic

Health

The m edical services operate from  
seven general clin ics, w ith  add itiona l 
tuberculosis, dental and ch ild  health 
c lin ics. A  large staff deals w ith  over 
one m illion  attendances a year.
The general c lin ics o ffer a 2 4 - hour 
service inc lud ing  a m idw ife ry  service. 
Casualty and ou t-p a tie n t fac ilities  op e 
rate as an integrated system under 
radio con tro l w ith  a base hospita l at 
Baragwanath. A  charge of 20c is made 
fo r each ou t-p a tie n t attendance but

treatm ent is never w ith he ld  on grounds 
o f in ab ility  to  pay. A  service is also 
operated fo r patients w h o  have to  be 
visited in the ir homes by doctors and 
nurses. The Family Health Service 
w h ich  offers advice on all health 
problems, devotes considerable a tten 
tion  to  the prom otion of ch ild  health. 
Im m unisation against d iphtheria , 
w h oo p in g  cough, tetanus, po liom ye
litis, sm allpox and tubercu los is  is 
v igo rous ly  pursued and, after in ten-
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The herbalist is los ing  g round  to  the X -ray  
machine, as m odern m edicine proves its worth

D en ta l c lin ic

'  o

sive mass cam paigns, the level o f 
im m un ity  is m aintained by adm in is 
tering over a ha lf a m illion  im m unisa
tions a year.
45 nursery schools are run, in the  main 
by vo lun ta ry  organisations, and these 
are visited and supervised by the 
Family Health Section to  ensure the 
highest possible standards. 
Tuberculosis services are provided 
free of charge and extend w ide ly  to 
cover diagnosis, treatm ent in hospita l

and at home, supplem entary feeding 
and fo llo w -u p  of the patient and his 
fam ily.
Fixed and m obile X -ray units are used 
fo r case con tact and suspect exam ina
tion , and regular vis its are paid to  
factories and other places of w o rk  for 
rou tine  exam inations. A ll men placed in 
em p loym ent by the M un ic ipa l Labour 
Bureau have a routine m edical ex
am ination and X -ray  fo r tuberculosis.
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Pensioners need specia l help

D o ing  a usefu l jo b —the Sheltered Em ploym ent 
Workshop

Welfare

A w ide  range of services is provided 
to  the unfortunates am ong the Bantu 
com m unity . Am ong other th ings, re
hab ilita tion  w o rk  is undertaken at a 
Sheltered Em ploym ent W orkshop for 
disabled persons. Here to ta lly  and 
perm anently disabled Bantu are c o n 
structive ly  occupied w ith  weaving, 
sew ing, netm aking and canework. 
They are paid on a p iecew ork basis. 
A part from  general social w o rk  there 
are also a num ber of Social W orkers 
w h o  deal spec ifica lly  w ith  people 
w h o  are suffering as a result of having 
contracted tuberculosis. These social 
workers ensure tha t the fam ilies of 
those receiving treatm ent are p ro 
vided fo r w h ile  they are in hospita l; 
and tha t they are re-em ployed after 
they have been cured.
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Organising games at the d u b  —young d u b  leader B u ild in g  fo r the fu tu re

Youth-C lubs

The Juven ile  Em ploym ent Section 
was established to  com bat g row ing3venile de linquency and has been an 

lqua lified  success. Youths in S ow eto 
are encouraged to  register w ith  th is 

S ection: they are then given aptitude 
tests and advised to  report to  the Youth 
Centre in Dube. Here they are kept 
occupied w ith  sport, cinema show s 
and lectures un til em p loym ent s u it
able to  the qua lifica tions  and aptitudes 
of each ind iv idua l is found. The Youth 
Centre is the on ly in s titu tion  o f its 
kind run by a local au thority.
The Vocational T rain ing Centre offers 
tra in ing  in the basic bu ild ing  tra d e s -  
brick lay ing and plastering, carpentry

and jo inery, p lum b ing  and dra in laying, 
and electrical house w iring . The 
graduates are em ployed in the C oun
c il's  H ousing D ivision, C ity Engineer's 
and E lectric ity Departments.
Y oung people are also catered fo r in 
You th  Clubs. A c tiv itie s  inc lude da n 
cing, games, drama, singing, etc. 
Camps at the sea are arranged annually 
as w e ll as a large Christmas party 
w h ich  thousands attend.
The W om en's Clubs provide ins truction  
in sew ing, cook ing  and other dom estic 
crafts, w h ile  activ ities at the evening 
c lubs fo r men include boxing, w re s t
ling, w e ig h t- lif t in g , etc.
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B a ll gam es—alw ays popu la r in Soweto

Recreation

A large staff o f skilled personnel 
organize recreational activ ities in 
Sow eto.
Football fields, basketball courts, te n 
nis courts, sw im m ing  pools, play 
grounds, go lf courses, etc. have been 
provided, many w ith  c lubhouse fa c il i
ties. Three large Stadia are strateg ically 
placed fo r larger sports meetings.
The organisation of adu lt sport is left 
largely in the hands of Associations; 
the Recreation Section merely provides 
fac ilities  and technica l advice.
The schools, on the other hand, are 
not on ly  provided w ith  m ost o f the ir 
sports requirem ents by the Recreation 
Section, but are also assisted in o rgan
ising the ir In te r-S choo l com petitions. 
Over and above this, there are fac ilities

fo r rugby, cricket, hockey, so ftba ll and 
other popular games. Special p ro 
vis ions are made fo r ind igenous a c tiv i
ties.
There are large hostels in the area 
each o f w h ich  abou t 5,000 men a > J /  
accom m odated. The Recreation Sec
tion  hasa pe rm anen tfu ll-tim eo rgan ise r 
attached to each hostel to organise 
le isure-tim e activities, w h ich  include 
concerts, cho ir singing, boxing, w e igh t 
lifting , physical culture, skittles and 
cinem a shows.
Cinema show s are provided free of 
charge, every n igh t except Saturday 
and Sunday, at 25 d iffe rent venues 
th rou gh ou t Sow eto. M atinees are 
given tw ice  a week.
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B ooks—the gatew ay to  n ew  horizons A frican  Image

o
Art and Culture A Cultural Section o fth e  Non-European

A ffa irs  Departm ent provides classes for 
adults and children in music (brass 
bands and orchestras), dancing (ba lle t 
and ba llroom ), pa in ting  and sculpture. 
V irtua lly  every Bantu artist o f standing 
in South A frica  has received tra in ing 
at the Jub ilee  A rt Centre run by th is  
Section. The Bantu M usic Festival is an 
annual event.
Public libraries are to  be found  th ro u g h 
ou t Soweto.
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Sectarian uniform

Religion

The re lig ious conv ic tions  of the people 
in S ow eto vary trem endously, ranging 
from  the orig ina l triba l re lig ions on the 
one hand, to  m em bership of one of the 
accepted Christian churches on the 
other.
By far the greater portion  of the po pu la 
tion  embraces C hristian ity, though  in 
some cases it is on ly  nom inal. Hundreds 
o f small sects have com e in to  being, 
many o f them  ind is tingu ishab le  from  
the triba l relig ions. These adapted re li
g ions satisfy the needs of a people in 
transition , where socie ty is even now  
changing. M any o f the sectarian ch u r
ches have a very short life  span.
Church sites are provided at conven ien t 
sites th rou gh ou t S ow eto  at a nom inal 
rent.
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Commerce

Commerce in Sow eto is lim ited s tric tly  
to the Bantu. As the m ajority of the«ers have never had experience of 

iness before, they probably w ou ld  
not survive in d irect com petition  w ith  

people w h o  no t on ly  have more ex
perience, bu t also more capital. Bantu 
business men have thus been able to  
acquire the skills, and very often bu ild  
up the capita l required to  run successful 
business empires.
It has been the po licy  o f the Non- 
European A ffa irs  Departm ent to  decen
tralise business premises, to  ensure 
easy accessib ility  to  shops, bu t the 
shopp ing habits of the popu la tion  are 
becom ing more sophisticated.
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■

Bantu Beer and Liquor

In A ugust 1962, "E u ropean-type '' 
liquo r became legally available to the 
Bantu in South A frica and the Council 
entered the d is tribu tive  fie ld  w ith  
supply po in ts th rou gh ou t Soweto. 
O ff-sale and on -consum ption  points, 
the latter in the form  o f m odern bar 
lounges where customers can en joy a 
drink and a chat in pleasant surroundings 
have been opened.
In v ie w  o f the poverty o f the people 
generally and the constant demand for 
housing and other amenities, it w o u ld  
have been im possib le fo r the Council 
to  discharge its responsib ilities in th is  
respect had it not been fo r a m unicipal

A gallon  o f beer . . .

A p in t o f ale

m onopo ly  in the m anufacture and sale 
of Bantu Beer, the  trad itiona l l # ^  
a lcoho l-leve l Bantu beverage. 
th ird  of the pro fits  derived from  the sale 
of Bantu Beer are spent on services 
calcula ted to  im prove the social w e l
fare, recreational and health amenities 
fo r Bantu residents w ith in  Sow eto. The 
other tw o  th irds  o f the pro fits  may be 
used in reducing the losses on housing 
schemes.
Bantu beer is retailed from  beer halls, 
beer gardens and off-sa les depots, 
nearly all o f w h ich  are situated w ith in  
Soweto.
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Transport

The fast e lectric rail service provided 
by the Governm ent, between Johannes
burg and S ow eto  carries com m uters to 
and from  w o rk  at reduced rates. Spur 
lines w in d  th rough  the tow nsh ips  so 
tha t most people are w ith in  easy reach 
o f a station. These lines carry a trem en
dous vo lum e o f transport. A  flee t of 
buses also provides a link  w ith  the city. 
Private cars and taxis are used exten
sively.
S ow eto  itself is served by an internal 
bus service, w h ich  links up w ith  the 
ra ilw ay service. The bus service is run 
by the Public U tility  Transport Cor
poration, w h ich  is subsidised, as are 
the railways, from  the Transport Levy 
w h ich  em ployers o f male Bantu pay.
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