
In the: 1982-83 finan

cial, year, . beer* spirits 

and wine sales in the 

Orange-Vaal Adminis-. 

t r a t i on  B o a rd  a re a  

amounted to R40,8-mil- 

‘ ' l io n .  S o rg h u m  beer 

brought in a further R14 

million. ; . , • 

Council chairman Mr 

Esau Mahlatsi has been 

a lloca ted  two lio uo r  

stores, costing about R2 

million, and South A fri

can soccer supremo Mr 

George Thabe has been 

given a liquor outlet 

costing more than R1 

'million. Mr Thabe is a 

former chairman of the 

Vaal Community Coun- 

'cil. ; .

O th e r  c o u n c illo r s  

'who have been given bo-. 

Ule;stores are M r .M  B . 

' Kf a h 1 a t s i]' ( t h e * c ha i r - 

/man’s brother)', M r ?  M • 

fM a 'h 'la ts i*- (a fio 'the r , 

M,rJ P. i I.,; 
^ p V n d r t ^ T r “P'h'Ni6:<- 

'\vena,' ;P.:Mgcjna;' M r E 

tMo’fokeng (the. ch a ir 

man’s brother-in-law).

.Three other business

men, Mr E Masiko, Mr 

B Nkutha’ and Mr I I  

Tsolo, have also been 

given bottle stores.

By JOSHUA . 
RABOROKO

The bottle stores are 

being phased out by the 

development board and 

sold to residents, subject 

to the approval of th e . 

Minister of Co-opera

tion and Development. • 

The L ekoa  counc il 

has accepted that the 

liquor outlets, be given 

to the community lead

ers who should get loans 

from the development 

board or banks. •

The loans are repay

able over a period of 20 

years., ’

. T he a l lo c a t io n  o f 

bottle stores to coun

cillors has sparked off 

anger among residents 

and the local taverners’ 

association,' who have 

m a in ta in e d  'th a t 'they, 
sh o uld' h ave bfenfadver- 

tised and 'p re fe rence  

given to shebeeners. . ' ’ 

The councillors, have 

also been accused of us- 

i:.g the Government’s' 

“puppet" institutions in 

order to get businesses 

and not to represent the

interests of the residents 

who elected them,. Most 

councillors did not have 

businesses before join

ing the council. .

The town council has 

also been criticised for 

increasing house rentals 

by R 5 .9 0  fo r  board- 

o w n e d  h o u s e s  a n d  

^ 5 , 5 0  fo r  p r i v a t e l y  

owned homes.

The increases came 

in to  effect yesterday. 

Most of the councillors 

.who were allotted bottle 

. stores have declined to 

comment on the issue. 

,They said the chairman 

was the only person al

lowed to make Press 

statements.

Mr Mahlatsi has also 

refused to comment on 

. the issue and said: “I am 

•^not•interested in the .is- 

^sfte'iTrid.it is not a matter > 
•“"“ for the Press.”;■ '•

... M r N  ku t ha said 'that 

•/hj5 earlier applied for a 

. bd ttte  store and  was 

• ; happy that he had been 

granted one. He was not 

aware that several coun

cillors have been given 
■ • bottle stores.
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