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we-
·, 

The WEEK on RADIO . ··-few · 
musicians? -

,SI'., -
'Afr~an 
IS ~IO SOU.TH AFRICA, perhaps unwittingly, applying musicalr apartheid? 

· Th:e official answ~r is . " No, theEe is Qothing t<> stop · records made by Bantu 
being played on the English, ,Afrikaans 9f commercial services." · - · 

Yet how often do -we hear Now that Australia ll"as got TV, The -only complainaut named is 
' African muslciaM on these pro- tlie accent of Australian radio ,,l.s Mr. H. S11:t,enrlann, chairman of 

grammes? I would not advocate more on education and lnforma- the Radio Manufacturers' Aaaocia• 
that their etrorts be given a wider tlon, performme all sorts of ser- tlon. He is quo_t.ed as saying that 
hearing wlless I felt they merited vices1 especially for housewives the tecbnical quality of the trans-

. it, but all too bequently one reads and sports enthusiasts. missions 11 •aUafactory, but would 
how African musl.ciaDs. u soon- a• Diseussions and other pro- not say the ll&ZJle about tbe quality 
they 10 overseas, are snapped up 1rammes were short as U people of the prorramme,. 
~ television &i?d radio atatlons. · dkl not 1"1$ten for nwre than three The mapaine ai,o 1ntemewed 

To support my conten,.tiQll con- minutes at a time. a number of anonym.oua member• 
s~r the eases o! Miriam Makeba, . o.f the public, who complained 

- Bet1. Masinga . and l)anny Discussing TV, Mr. Filmer said. at "slanted -pews" "irrltatin( 
. "'!_lWatns, who are Ill ln the " big " TV fascinated me because o! its plugi on the comm~reial service," 
11rne-'""ove . ~ . new approach which I undetStand " •trashy' p s on Sprlna,bolt 

Yet, with the -exception of tM has been adopted dU't'lnt'the- paslr RMUo"__,~.....,,sical programmes 
" "KJnr Koni" . people, were they few month$, Gone al'8 all those on the Englls ,tranamtasion 

ever given much o~ .a. chance by old Hollywood .films wlticp were · 
_ the S.A.B.C.? raked up, and In hl!S come'-a huge T~ only complaint with which 

Coruslder tbe world 1Bz tu supply oJ p1:orramm~ made I would a11Sociate myaelt is one 
South Africa. our White s~lallt'Ior TV," . where obJ~tlol\ ls taken to Afri• 
musicians simply do not play. jazz, Asked the question " ls TV kaans-speaklng announcers spealc
The play "night clu1l" music, a.pd wholesome?" he replied : "A inl in English on-Springbok Radio. 
the leaclinlr bands are lie&.~ with properlt conducted service is a Wben the m111razlne interviewed 
monotonous regularity, on the boon." radio dealers, however, it could 
English, Afrikaarus and commer- The radio trade has renewed its only find one "who uttered ~ 
cial s&rvices. attack on the s .A.B.C., printing an outrilht condemnation" about the 

World cl.asa · 
article in its magazine "Electr· - programmes. · 

I am assured, however;· th \ 
African jazz musicians are in 
world class . I could reel off a 11st 
of names, but they . would be 

cal and Radio Journal" quotln 
a number of people in the trad 
and outside it as saying the P""" 

meaninJless. · ;. 
!I'hese musicians deserve sup. 

!P()rt. They are worth it. The 
S .A.B.C. should be pleased to show 
pow good these men ~ worn~ 
are, and should be pleased, too, to 
play a part in their development. 

The jazzmen could be featui:ed 
in the S .A.B.O.'s · _overseas, 

- transcription records, which are 
now played 'by SC)JJle 500 overseas 
radio stations. · 

-Let me say with emphasis tnat 
the Bantu prqgrammes do feature 
all types ot ;\!rican music, from 

· the traditional tribal music to the 
! most progressive jazz. The growth. 
of Radio Bantu has meant a great 
deal to non-White m\lSicians t generally. · . 

f
. Enterprill,[ng sponsors and pro
gra011lle planners have a vast un
tapped source at their disposal. , 

. 1'.ti 'temsi n .. ·; . l. . 
J ~ e is l,lttle doubt that { ·' 1 
Norman Filmer. Senior Director ' 
of the S .A.B .C., was greatly im· 

1 pressed by Australian radio and 
•television. , 

At his Press CQnference thts 
weeg.-a!ter spendlni three and a 
half months in Australia and New 
Zealand-he said that- listening to 
ra-dlo in Australia was quite 
an: excitin.i= experience. 

,...,. ;nfP.l'ln• 



We ,all tend ta . think 9ther , ·races 

are more lawles·s than we are. 

But we are mistaken 

Non-Whites are" 
1 - • . .. 

as law~ahiding 
as ·whites 

: I. 

BY PROF. P. V. PISTORIUS 

MO;RE THAN 34,000 ~FRICANS were found . guilfy 
. last year of _b reaking the pas11, tax _and iu.flu_:x control. 
la,vs. This means an increase of nearly 10,000 over 1961 :' .. 1 

and an increase of 44,000 over 1960, the year o( Sharpe• 
ville. · · · ' 

of every 10,000, as . against ,s· for \ . , 
In this connection there 18 some 

very interesting reading in the 
April, 1962, and May, 1963, issues 
of the Monthly . Bulletin of Sta.tis• 
tics, · compiled by the Bureai;. or 
Statistics !n Pretoria. on criminal 
convictions !n the various .racial 

the Whites. · · \.-

groups, · 
There ls .a. general impression 

in the minds of many - Whites 
that · there ls more crime among 
the · hon-Whites and · especially 
among the Africans, than among 
the Whites, and this impression, 
thougn largely unfounded, i11 
nevertheless understandable. 

In 1960 were 10,907,000 

, , ,abd "' 
rally U1ere were more · individual 
cases of crime among the more 
numerous group. That · need not, 
however; have meant 'that the pro
portion of crime ~ was ·, lligher 
among the Africans than among 
the Whites. 

' . 
Sobering ef (ect · 

Apart from the.t· ·there Is a nor
mal psychological tendency to at
trl bute crime ln another racial 
group to the racial group as such, 
and crime In one's own ' group to 
the Individual only. 

An analysis of census · figures 
in this context has a very sobering 
effeot. 

The Bulletin of Statistics . first, 
gives . the number ot prose
cutltms and convictions for serious 
and non-serious crime in the vari
ous racial groups. 

Under serious crime, 14,325 
Whites were convicted in 1960 as 
against 62,680 "Afffcans:- · -- •· 

This means. that ou.t r,t---~ery 
10,0QO Whites · 46 Wtre oom,ict?ct 
of serious .crime .as against 57 .out 
of every 10,000 Africans. 
·...ic The difference : !n , · r'o orti!Hl 
n..,re is . not very gr~~ ffli,,v 
case not· nearly 'as great'-a.s'-marly 
people think it is. 

It to' thai:"' fs added the considera
tion that many of these crimes 
find_ thetr origin ..in . poverty · and 
want, and that large numbers of 
convictions would not ha:v-e taken 
place if the people · · concerned 
had been free ot. want; with ade
quate jobs and security of home 
life. the comparison ·is even closer. 

Might be lower 
If ·one thinks In what conditions 

many Afripans must llve ·and <how 
completely hopeless many of 
them feel their economic .. pros
pects to b,e, one cannot but con
clude that. _the proportion of 46 
to 57 spealcs fil.irly well for the 
Africans. One. can safely predict 
that if social and economic con• 
ditions could be improved. for them. 
the serious crime rate among 
them would be no higher ·than 
among the Whites and might very 
well be lower. 

Incidentally, among the · Indians, 
the proporti!)n is a mere 27 out 

Under non-se.nous •crime tihc, . 
rlgures ;,.re equally Jntel'l!atfus,, I!,1 
1960 there, were 205,'190 auch «in. 
victions ampng _the Whites, or .666 
out of every 10,000. For the Afri- · 
cans the· figure was 885,176 or 811 
for every 10,000. .. 

But these figures beoqme even 
more significant · wtien you 
consider that in 1960 there · we~ 
340,958 convictions under the · 
.Bantu supervision .and control 
regulations. This Includes curfew.
production of doc.uments and all 
those other regulations hich af
fect only the Bantu. This Is the 

Passes_ al!d liquor 
U these convictions are suotrac• 

ted from -the total number of ' con
victions for non-serious crime the . • 
figure qf 811 per- 10,000 . Afficil.n .. :- . 
Is reduced to 499, in .'othei:. words 
well below the White prop¢rtlon. 

Wha.t is more, ln . this figure af 
885,176 convictions for non-serious 
crime are included 106,758 .convlc
tlons under liguor laws .which, haV!t 
since been changed. Those were 
the days .of the nocturnal · liquor 
raids. If this number is further 
subtracted from· the total, and 
the . 564 convictions• against Whites 
In 1960 for selling liquor to non• 
Whites subtracted· from the Whtte 
total, tlie - fact emer.ges· that only 
409 ·out -0ot every 10,000 Africans 
were fo1.µ1d guilty ·of ,non-serious 
crime as against 666" .out. ·of , e>!ery 
10,000 Whites. · .' · ,.., . 

It ·also· shows · that more than I 
half o! the Africans imprisoned 
or · fined · !n i960 for · non
serious crim. e -were punished under 
pass and curfew , la.wi;~ or .. under 
now derurtcfliqilor 'lav;.s·. '" . 

. :- ~,._ .. -:·: ... , .. ~-~ ... ~ :::," .. : 

An interesting fact ~~g-inf 
from the i,ensus figure11 js that as 
the · pr0$ecutions ·under: the old 
liquor laws . stopped, _tho,e fo'r 
pass Jaws increased . . 
· In tilese··ca.1culatlOJ'lS I fiave as
sumed that crimes under the pass 
laws lll}d liquor laws as well as 
those under the Masters and Ser.
vants Act · and tillOSe classified a'$ . ·: 
"locations, Bantu Reserves, etc." 
!all under the non-serious -ca.te
gory. • 

H even small numbers . of these 
convictions · were in fact classified 
under serious crime, ud t)len •left 
out of account because they were: 
crimes only because the offendets 
were Africa.Ila the figure of ; ~7 
out 9f every 10,000 ;\fr cans for 
serious crime as against 46 out of 
every 10,000 •Whites may well be 
much lower, and . perhaps even ' 
lower than the White figure. ·· · 

The over-all ooncluslon ' is that 
tihe African In the . Repµq1ii: • is 
at least as law-abiding ~ the , 
White. · · 

.~ 

1 



. r·HE JY.EW '.TERM'has ju~t started at the Afr:~~tr .. ,. 

. . Muatc and Drama•centte at Dorkay Hows, Jolui.n-
. nesburg, at the· ehd of ·Eloff.Streee. This is a bt#tling 
and thtj.virr,g community thfit . hil& provided t_he tale.nt 

" for . Uriion -'Ariists' shows, atnong them "King :Kong," 
·· "-Emperor ·Jones," " The Blood Knot." 

· -It ,is by far ·lhe most advanced of anything of its kind 
in the coun:tr.y. pQurses are conducted in musical 

, -theory • appreciation and instrumental instruction of 
· all kinds, as well ·as speech. and drama training and 

choir groups. 
,, we wan.f Sfiµ1~;i,_t{ to improvise, tq listen to each other 

~:and in_corporate. this . awareness in· their, own playing/' · . . 
_ · says Ann 4datru, · {,_()Cl.don~trained cellist who is ;in, 

. cW!,_rg.e· of the .,talf., . 
•:: •; !Jut.~~ il.iispeJ:P<t~lr. .. ~eed :instrument., offtll 7Finds~ 
,•' there tire not n~arly enough. to -go· round, and. as m.c>st 
·-studeriti- cttn:·-only ·:come in ,u:in-working hours, Satur-· 
. . days _<1f],d-Su"4ayi especiaUr_; We' are continually frus• 
·. :::.. , , . . : , traled by l<1ek of instruments." 

. Miss Adains's telephone number is 3J-822S. ·,., 
The pi,cture ·s(toµ;s Mr. Mackp,y Dava.,he, former leadtr 
of ' 'th~ · "King ·· Kong" band, entertaining the music 

students. 
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bll,s · Service f QT 

300 Africans 
• STAF.F ' REPORTER -

; A. N application by the Public Utility · Tranept;>rt Cor• 
/-l por'ation fo; a· direct bul!I l!lervice from Wynberg, 
Alexanclra Towruhip, to , lndustria, which would -benefit 
about 300 African workers, iial!I been refused by the Road 
Transportation -Board and the National TrAlll!lport Com.: 
m.il!ll!lion ,dter objections" by the South African Railways 

The application was SIJ-PP0rted •-====--- ----....,,----11 
by- the . Transvaal Area DiVislon of 
the 150,000.astrong South African 
TI:.ade Union Council, on the 

rounds that: The workers ..,at 
present hil.d to take a bus from 
:Wynberg to Noord Street: and then 
a train at Patk Station to Inclw

• 'B1is meant U •average w.ait 
of 30 minutes· in the morntngs and 
evenin" between journeys. , 

ADVERSE EFFECT . .. 
The' inconvenience, il'rita.tron 

and" f atlgue caused to th~· workers 
as a result had 8.9' adv:ers~ effect 
on product.'ion. : , 

There was a ctouble rjsk of traffic 
<ielliys causing \ate iarrivals at 
work: .nd the..V{ait for buses in the 
evenings e;xposing the worker$ to 
t\lp.esses which could also cause 
absence from work. · / 

The iransport of the'le work~s 
on a direct route would c,ase SOD)e 

f the ptessure on the Wynberg
oord BtTeet service and would 
elp them ansl others to arrive 
ome ll1t a more reasonable hour. 

A • • 

Commenting 011 the argumeh 
hat the new .J,ervice would be in 
r~t -competition with -the Bout 

lean Railways, the Trade 
nion Oouncil said the loea of 300 

p ase,~en~ at ten cmts a day 
b co hardly be called aenous 

~~tition-especially 7 -when a 
IU8' 0( RH,000,000 WU ~ex-

ln J,tallway ~diet... 
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Soweto's first case . 
of 

) b 

cruelt 
. 

·animal 
A!{ AFRICAN . WQMAN _who hack d a chained, 1dog to death with a 

spade was given a suspended jai1 sentence in the first case of cruelty to 
animals to he brought before a court in Soweto. the Meadowlands police, where 

An Orlando magistrate, Mr. P. of Cruelty to Animals, told the be made' a statement that she 
du Plessis, told .Tosephina IDaty- court that on March 30, ,1964. ,.killed the dog because it had 

· wayo of Meadowlands yesterday Hlatywayo cqained her dog · to eaten her n~ighbour's. chick~ns. 
" Animals have feelings. They a tree in her yard and hacked After being found guilty 
feel pain like people, and you it to death with a spade. IIlatywayo said in ~mitigation 
have no right to do anything The dog bled profuse!y from that she bad three c Udren and 
you like to them." three wounds in the helid before no husband. 

Mr. Robert Ntsoko, an in• it died. "The court would have sent 
spector of the African section 'Mr. Ntsoko· arrested Hlatywayo you • to- jail without the option 
of the Society for the Prevention the next day and handed her to of a fine if you did .not have 

1 children," Mr. du Plessis said. 
She was sentenced to 30 days 

suspended for three years. 



STAR- JOID\NNESB:tJRG MONDAY· APRIL 4 1966 · -

To the Editor of The Star 
SIR,-I consider ,that a suspended sentence, on 
· an African woman who hacked her tied-up dog 
to_ death with a spade (The -Star, March 25) was 
too lenient. 

Whether practised by Black or 
White, tying up a do~ is a vicious 
practice. 

Nearly ¥ ways the animals are 
left in tbe not sun without food · 
or water. · 

A hungry dog will · eat any
thing within its reach including 
chickens. · · 

· Among appalling , cases of 
cruelty I know · about was a 
recent one of an emaciated dog 
being tied up. It was almost dead 
with broken ribs aft it had 
received a cruel beating. . 

The owner said the unfortunate 
animal had tried to eat a chicken 
roaming near it. 

The. cruel pangs of hunger and 
thirst are endured by hundreds 

1 of defenceless dogs tied up. 
A callous White owner told 

-me that a dog does not need 
water! 

The · law should show no 
leniency in cases of cruelty. 

(Mrs.) H. STEVENS 
Elsburg, Transvaal. 

* In the oas~ reported, the 
first cruelty to animals case heGld 
in Soweto, the woman was a 
widow with three · children to 
support; otherwise, the magi• 
strate said, he would have im, 

-p()sed a jail sentence. She told 
the police ihe dog had eaten her 

eighbo~r's chi keps. 
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PRIESTS . BEHAVE . LIKE '"THE . BAAS" 

Africa: parishoner, 
and- parson differ, 

MANY ANGLICANS do not · agree with the sentiments expressed by their 
parsons on the prohle~ of Af ric'a, says a Benoni parishioner Mr. A. 

J.B. Harris in a letter to the Rev. W. B, Hahberton, Rector of St. Dun
stans, Benoni and editor of " Venture " the parish magazine. 

Mr. Harris's letter published in Africa also, tlfe situation is "not South African possesses the 
'Venture" today says the record so sound." power of the vote. 
f democracy in African states Even in church life, says Mr. "To discriminate in the 

not good although in South Harris, he had heard from a pro- matter of suffrage on the 
minent African layman that the gr4?unds of the colour 4?f a man's 
priests of their c;,wn race set skin. cancels the meaning of the 
themselves up 11:ke "the baas" term ' ,democracy' unless by 
once given the authority of the 'Bantu' we do· not mean 'people' No unrest 

niong the 
Swazis 

he Star'• Africa News 
Service 

MBAB~E, Friday. 
SWAZILAND enjoyed a 

" notable absence '' of 
unrest during 1965. 

According to a report by 
the Swaziland Department 
of Labour, only three work 
stoppages invoMng 388 
people and a loss of".310 
man-days were reported to 
the department during the 
year. 

During 1964 there were 
nine stoppages involving 
572 wor1ters and the loss of 
more than 4,000 man-days. 

Several trade disputes 
during the year were 
settled by conciliation in 
terms of the Industr;ial Con
ciliation and ' Settlement 
proclamation, 

cloth. bu,~ someti,ing less than people ' 
" This is a typical ·small men- . Black Africans are no less e~

tality approach and unfortuna- titled to be _thoug~t of .~s per
tely until the African widens hls sons than White Africans. 
views which will take a few MISTAKES 
more generations, this is goine 
to be the stumbling block of 
African democracy." 

On Rhodesia Mr: Harris con
demns the Archbishop of Can
terbury's "request for armed in
tervention" and supports ":tdr. 

· Smith's principle that the 
already existing African repre
sentation in Parliament· would 
be steadily increased-." 

FRANK RESPONSE 
But the churches, says Mr. 

Harris, are saying that a basis 
for independence must include 
universal suffr-age within a short 
period. 

In his reply Mr. Habberton 
congratulates Mr. Hards on his 
letter and says he is -''profo11ndly 
gratified to have evoked a frank 
response froJQ one of our 
churchmen." 

On democracy llr. Habbetton 
objects to the Ule of the word 
as used in a "CUrrent Affairs" 
broadcast, "becaqse it is untrue 
to claim that this country is de
mocracy until every responaible 

On ·other African states: • 
are passing through the mis 
from which democracy e~ 
There is bound to be much 
and error. The British Co~ 
df · Churches is claimillJ , fo 
them the right to learn 
thei,r mistakes." 

On Rhodesia Mr. Habberton 
says tbe Archbishop of C ter"'! 
bury was referring to p 
actlon by British troops in 
event of lawlessness , breakin 
out. In fact lawlessness had 
already occurred by the decla
ration of U.D.I. 

PANDER 
" As far as one can judge 'the 

1961 Constitution was a pafectly 
sound basis for the s~rity of 
Rhodesia by which ,iUl:ican re
presentation would "'trlv.e been 
increased _suitabiy, ~ut scraps of 
papers, like constitutions, are 
easily disposed of and with little 
e~arrassment to the con
science of those responsible." 

Mr. Habberton quotes 
Alec Douglas-Home as 
that it was the height 
and irresponsibility to 
dependenc.e " at th 
when after years 
to extremists, th 
list Party h 
that the 
rity 



IN order that one can appreciate the life of the 
Urban African, or the lay Catholic, it is neces
sary to have sufficient knowledge of the en

vironment in which he lives; the society with 
which he mingles daily; his economic situation; 
legislation affecting his sojourn in the Urban 
Township and some of the numerous difficulties 
with which all African township-dwellers are con
fronted daily. 

In the Urban Townships where houses are 
provided by the Municipality and occupiers pay 
a rental, sizes of such houses vary from two 
rooms (A living room and a bedroom ) up to 4 
rooms (a living room and three bedrooms). Of 
late, since introducing economic rentals, houses 
with an additional room have become available. 
Previously, all .rentals were sub-economic but 
si nce 1957, wage earners in the £20 strata and 
upwards are required to pay an economic rental. 
(There is a court case on these new rentals await
ing decision by the Appelaty Division.) In de
ciding wage levels the authorities take into 
account the earnings of the head of the family , 
and also that of the working dependants. The 
logical sequence is that a large portion of the 
earnings of the mother and older children -
who are having to work to assist in supplying 
the family's needs, are absorbed in the payment 
of higher rentals. Cost of transport to and from 
work is also expensive. More unfortunate still, 
the absence from home of the mother means lack 
of control over the children during working hours 

; -easy victims to the undesirable elements prowl
ing the location streets aimlessly from day to 
day. 

CHRISTIAN INFLUENCE. 

;/ No residential discrimination exists. The 
r- _ _, atheist lives next to the Christian-the cathoJic 

next to the protestant; the rich next to the poor 
the educated next to the illiterate and the play
ground for the children of all these families is 
the location street. No parks or similar places of 

I amusement exist. Outside influences play a 
major part in moulding the characters of the 
children, and in this regard, there is a great need 
for Catholic influence on the lives of the children, 
especially after school hours. The schools ab
sorb but a small percentage of children, the rest 
are left to the mercy of their environment. Work 
or lack of it, is also creating a great problem for 
the adolescent. Since the effects of job-reserva
tion cause more unemployment consequently, a 

Lumen, October, 1959. 

g.reater number of such adolescent children roam 
the streets. Frustration is becoming more wide
spread. Christian brotherhood needs therefore, 
a closer alliance, to encourage one another in the 
footsteps of the Master. More and more sects 
which are purely African are springing up in all 

.... 
~ 

In this ·article;-~ . resident of Dube, 
JOHANNESBBURG, outlines some of 
the difficulties confronting the township 
dweller. He calls for aw· ening of Chris
tian activity to cope with these diffi
culties. 

the townships,-their congregations are becoming 
larger. One would not like to feel that this is 
threatening our Faith. The closer therefore we 
knit ourselves together, and do the work of Christ 
inside and outside our fold, as He did, the ,more 
christianity, which knows no racial or national 
boundaries, will be appreciated. 

ECONOMICS. 

The economic situation of the average African 
urban dweller surpasses all reasoning and runs 
counter to all the law~ of calculation. How and 
why there is not more thieving is a mystery. 
Surveys conducted recently have revealed that an 
urban African family of five, requires £21 / -/ - per 
month for its barest needs, omitting any form of 
luxury and recreation. The Municipal labourer 
earns about £3/10/- inclusive of C.O.L.A.; 
industry pays a little better on an average of 
£4/-/ - per week. Food prices are soaring daily. 
European housewives are complaining of the daily 
increase of prices of foodstuffs and other com
modities. These prices are common and have to 
be paid by all those requiring the commodities. 
No Native wages have increased recently - all 
one hears from those in authority is "THE 
NATIVE MUST PAY FOR HIS OWN EDUCA
TION ETC. ETC. ETC." Vegetables and fruit , 
so very essential for the hard worker and growing 
child, are a luxury within reach of a privileged 
few. 

The laws governing the Urban Native are be
coming more stringent and difficult. There is no 
freedom of movement to sell ones labour where 
one wishes. One must work where authority 

7 

.... 
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stipulates, within ones place of domicile and in 
fact today, even within the precincts of that, the 
employer and employee cannot negotiate freely. 
One must work for the employer chosen by the 
Labour Bureau and the employer must accept 
what is offered him by the Bureau. There is a 
strong move in local authorities to introduce a 
stringent residential permit system. It means 
that children of a family must be registered by the 
Location Office. A difficulty arises when the 
child who was reared by the grandmother comes 
to Jive with the parents. No end of explanation 
is required. A number of unmarried people's 
hostels are being put up in the townships and we 
are mformed that these are intended for the major 
children of urban families and also workers from 
outside areas. We see in this a major contribution 
towards the disrupting of family life. Police raids 
an: carried on in the townships at all hours for all 
sons of offences ranging from failing to pay tax 
and rent to being suspected of running an illicit 
liquor shebeen. This form of raiding, especially 
when carried out at the dead of night or the small 
hours of the morning, contributes to a great ex
tent towards the unhealthy relations existing 
between authority and the urban Afrjcan resident . 
The Police and Local Authorities always argue 
that these irritating measures arc there to protect 
the law abiding urban dweller . 

INST ABILITY. 

TI1e inherant difficulties iu the African 
Township cannot be overemphasized. Life is 
neither completely western nor is it entirely tribal. 

The, ehecking influences or customs of the tribal 
system are absent. A certain element of the 
you th and adults in the townships assimilate a 
pattern of life which indulges in uncontrolled be
haviour-in all places and at all times. This 
leads to the development of gangs which results 
in open violence. 

The foregoing facts on unchristian environ
ments-unstable society-oppresive legislation
unbalanced economic and numerous other daily 
difficulties are a direct challenge to the Catholic 
Layman who is in a more privileged positillillil.... 
economically and mentally, and who, because 01' 
his mental attainment can appreciate christian 
principles better. Our christian fellowship must 
be practical. What are we going to contribute 
towards fortifying the christian and drawing the 
non-believer nearer home? What can we suggest 
and how can we associate ourselves practically 
in economic relief measures for our less privi
leged fellow-men? Can the church layman sug
gest an improvement of wages for the labourer-
If so, how do we go about it? Will it be possible 
for instance, to form an organisation in the Mis-
sions which will be able to supply the poor with ·c 

vegetables at a reduced rate? 
The Guilds of the Church are appreciable 

and perform functions which are highly com
mendable. The souls of those Catholics within 
the fold are kept near to Christ and His sacra
ments at all times. To follow Christ truly, we 
need to expand our activities. He went to the 
highways and byways seeking to do good. This 
is a challenge-are we ready to accept it? 

"I haven~t found Mr. Right yet" 
HESE words are often heard when a 
group of young ladies arc found, and one 
of them is confronted with the question: 
"Are you not married yet?" 

A passer-by or somebody who might be stand
ing nearby will ask himself: "Who is this Mr. 
Right that all spinsters are waiting for; he must be 
a very han,dsome young man. 

I have therefore risked to give my own ideas 
of a Mr. Right or The Ideal Man. 

1. He must be loving: The man every young 
· girl is dreaming of must have true love. By this 
I do not mean infatuation, the kind of thing that 
will only bloom today and be withered tomorrow. 
If he is loving then I can rest assured that his 
love for me will act as a shield against any 

8 

difficulties that might cotµront us. If a man loves 
his wife or girl-friend truly he will avoid anything_ 
that might hurt her in body or soul. He will -: 
always try to cherish that love for his girl or wife. 

One of our woman readers has giv.en 
us her ideas on an ideal husband. Per
haps you disagree with her. What do the 
young men think? 

2. He must not be Selfish: If a man is selfish 
he will not consider his marriage as a partnership · 
where he must give and take equally, but he will 
regard himself as a dictator who only wants to 
get, but will not lift a finger to give. . 

Lumen, October, 1959. 
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are good payers. Their 'dessert' is dagga which 
they call a sense of knowledge, a sense of logic. 
Some Chinese and Indians with whom they are 
on the best of terms will supply them with any 
illegal thing they need - fire arms, dagga, brandy, 
contraceptives. 

will be attacked under cover of darkness. The 
same happens to anyone who dares to witness in 
a court of law against a tsotsi . 

Enally, the tsotsi is a master idler. He will go 
aimlessly from one place to another, now standing 
at a corner, now he is lounging in front of an 

Theft and extortion are the rule. The reign Indian shop. and so it goes on until he pounces 
of terror which these youngsters inflict on their on some poor unsuspecting victim. The gangs 
own people cannot be overstressed. Th~ir joyfully seize upon opportunity for mass action. 
brutality knows no bounds. On pay-day they During riots and bus-boycotts they are in their 
walk up and down bus qu eues, railway stations element. They are usually starving for action 
and taxi ranks. As soon as they suspect someone and when such opportunities arise they are ready 
to be a "container" as they say, they simply to jump into the lead. During the bus boycott 
point a fire-arm at him or put a knife to h is at Evaton the tsotsis had more than enough to 
throat and demand the money. Not one of his do; keeping the people from boarding the buses, 
fellow bus users standing in the queue will come helping to set some of the buses on fire , aiding 
to the victim's assistance. Whoever intervenes the "riders" against the "no-riders" and enjoining 
on the side of the victim is at once stabbed in everybody to resist the police. 
the back. You can never tell whether the fel '.ow The tsotsis form therefore a homogeneou ,;; 
behind you belongs to that gang or not. The group. They have much in common; they have 
tsotsis waylay people in all public places and con- grown up under the same conditions, have more 
veyances; but lonely streets are their most or less enjoyed the same standard of education, 
favourite haunts. are faced with the same problem in regard to 

Pick-pocketing and robbery have been de- employment offered, have a common dwelling
veloped into a fine art. Movements of potential place, namely, the locations which are every
victims, such as people who habitually have to where the same. Add to this the fact that they 
carry money from one place to another, business have a common lang~age and. t~at they wem· 
-people ancl_public servants, are carefully studied the same type of cloth1~g, and it_ is ~nderstand
and watched over long periods, and they are_ able that the same attitud: to _life is apparent 
assaulted at the appropriate moment. am~mg them -a-1+:-As-a-case m PQJOt, the ~ oscope 

· which they all attend leads to the same approach 
Victimisation is yet another common practice to life as exemplified in the gangs, names and 

of the tsotsis. Anyone who does not conform attire. 
to decisions of some Congress is ear-marked and (To be continued) 

1'he Church a nd the Co lour Bc11· (Continued from page 2) • • 
Finally, the world of politics is not the sphere 

of the Church. Politics belong to Caesar and , 
according to the word of Our Lord, we must 
render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's and 
to God the things that are God's. The Church 
has no mission or mandate from her Founder 
in the world of politics. She has no guarantee 
that her political judgments, if she makes them, 
will be right, and that her intervention, if she 
intervenes, will be wise. She can pronounce on 
whether political behaviour is good or bad. That 
is her sphere, the sphere of morals. When poli
tical behaviour is blatantly immoral she must 
speak out in protest and condemnation. But she 
has no special divine promise guaranteeing that 
if her bishops and priests indulge in political 
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action they will be doing the wise and prudent 
thing. For instance, she can· be asked about 
the mora lity of economic boycott and it is within 
her sphere to say whether it is sinful or not. But 
if her ministers throw their influence behind the 
boycott . they are taking political action, and that 
does not strictly belong to the sphere -of the 
Church. Christ never promised His saving aid 
to the political action of the Church's repre
sentatives. 

These are a few thoughts that may prove oE 
assistance when Catholic lay men and women 
discuss where the Church stands in the great 
South African debate. Later I hope to say a 
few words about the political function of the 
laity. 
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CHRI STOCENTRI C 
TEACHING • 

.. By Sr. M. Theodula, C.P.S. 

!.As I turn the pages of the record book of with God, speaks to Him. Teachers, too, are 
last year's catechetical refresher courses, challenged by God; the message they proclaim, 

I see before me the long line of men and women is not their own, but the message received from 
who serve so bravely in our Catholic schools. God through the Church. It is obvious that the 

The work of teaching, and especially of more often teachers communicate with God in 
teaching Religion, if it were to be perfect, re- prayer, the better will they be able to let God 
quires sanctity, genius, and heroism. Experi- proclaim His message through them. Their own 
ence shows that ordinarily we teachers are not convictions, their humble faith , their hope and 
saints, geniuses and heroes, at least not so in the charity, will flow over into their instructions and 
beginning or at the end of our training, and in on to the children. 
most cases not even at the end of our career. What must we teach? The answer is brief: 
However, this does not mean, that occasional CHRIST! If we teach Christ we stand on de
heroism is a very exceptional quality. The Church cisive ground, because here all questions between 
trusts us in spite of our shortcomings and she heaven and earth can be answered. What gave 
places in our hands the Catechism, her teaching our martyrs such wonderful strength to face death 
summary of the faith, expecting that we hand the so bravely? They believed in Christ; they be
content on to the young. lic.v.ed that God, the Creator of the world, liad 

To be sincere, the task entrusted to us by th·:: sent His Son Jesus Christ to proclaim the truth, 
Church through our bishops is not an easy one. that Christ was killed, that God raised Him from 
Our age is so much preoccupied with material the dead, that He went to heaven and there rules 
things, that the spiritual, the invisible, the mes- with the Father over us, sharing in the power and 
sage from the higher world, can hardly be heard. the glory of the Heavenly Father. On the Last day 
We all know that it is not easy to convey the He will come again in great power and glory to 
Good News of God's Love, which shows itself complete what He promised. 
so splendidly in our Redemption, to our children . There is no theme that appeals more to our 
We are right to say that the task is a difficuit youth than Christ. Christ steps into our life; 
one. Nevertheless the mission entrusted to us is He is somebody we can observe, a man we can 
a privilege. Teaching children is one of our r:ee in the realities of life, strong, prudent, ruling, 
most rewarding tasks, because we arc allowed kind, understanding, guiding and loving. This 
to give to our young the Good News of the Christ looks at me; He cares for me; He calls 
Gospels with all the power and beauty that is me; He substitutes Himself for me; He is the 
hidden in them; we are privileged to speak to Man of Sorrow and yet the Conqueror in all 
them about their wonderful destiny, i.e., about problems of life, of sin, and death. We hear 
the Kingdom of God which is to be theirs in a His word, we experience Him in His disciples, in 
very special way; we are sent to nourish their ex- His priests; we embrace Him within us through 
pectant young hearts with the words of truth and the Holy Eucharist; we meet Him in the poor. 
life. Furthermore He is the Lord, the vine of 

We should never forget that teaching religion which we are branches; He is our life and our 
is a dialogue in which God, the teacher, and the strength, the one in whom we are exalted, who 
child take part. This is a most consoling reality. lives in us. 
God uses us teachers as instruments to bring the Is this knowledge not essential in the religious 
truth to the ear of the child. Then He Himself formation of the young? Do we give them 
takes over and enlightens the mind and moves Christ? Do we lead them to Christ?; do we 
the will. make them live Christ? Can we be contented to 

The child in its turn will make an act of make the religion lesson a cramming lesson, 
faith, hope and charity, i.e., he communicates that kills all love? 
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The White press often makes mention of the 

problem of "ducktails." In the present article 
a young African describes the parallel problem 
in the African community - that of " tsotsis." 
The writer does not judge or condemn; he merely 
describes what he sees. In a following article 
he wi ll give the basic causes of tsotsism as also 
its remedies. 

MltR?H 

The tsotsi is youth in decay; he is problem 
number one in African urban townships. 

On the 21st of July last year I was travellino 
from Faraday Station to Pimvi lle. Suddenly ~ 
~a_n~ of young fellows app::ared from the ad
J01!11~g coach. '.'Here is one of . them," they said 
J?OIDtmg at a gentleman , sitting a little distance 
from me. We knew that trouble had benun. Dis-

I r~garding ~heir vic~im's ~rantic pleas, th°ey threw 
him out of th~ tram which was travelling at full 
speed. He died from the injuries he susta ined. 
We later learned that he was thus brutally handled 
because he was wearing a neck-tie and therefor.:: 
looked lik~ a te~cher ~ a goodie-goodle ws
should say m Enghs~. S?mething identical nearly 
happened to me too while I was workino at the 
Radio Exchange in the Summer of 1956. For
tunately I was not thrown out; I managed not t .:> 
panic but to "psychologise" my way out, though 
l _had already been pointed out by four thugs 
with the sa me very ominous words: " Here is one 
of them ." l am not mentioning these incidents to 
show that the tsotsis hate teachers. No. The 
incidents m~rely illustrat~ the fact that they have 
set up 3-1 reign of terror m our townships. Such 
happenmgs can be multiplied without end · they 
are daily occurrences in our urban area;. In 
sp!t~ of control measures applied by local auth
ont1es _these y~uth~ are constantly improving and 
p~rfectmg their cnme technique in order to inti
midate me~bers of th_eir _own race and to defy 
and undermme authonty m every possible way. 
Indeed at sunset people heave a sigh of relief 
when once they are safely in their little dwellings, 
the good Lord has spared them the dangers of 
the day. The tsotsi problem is very alarming. 

~ll over. the globe the problem of juvenile 
dehquency 1s the order of the day. In America, 
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ltal_y and France - to quote but a few places -
soc~al . workers, psychiatrists, psychologists, 
soc1~log1sts ~nd a myriad other 'ologists' are 
battling day 111 and day out to find remedies for 
~his unprecedented terror. Juvenile delinquency 
1s m~cll the same everywhere; it is a social 
questl~n manifesting the same evils: stealing, 
~o~nd(n_g, rape and murder. Jn spite of these 
s1mllant1es the causes are often not identical. / 
rhe J?robl~m _of African j~veniles in u~ban areas ff'µ 
is u!119ue_ 111 its way. lt 1s caused pnmarily by ~ 
the m1ust1ce to the Bantu---ot the Whites - 'man's 
inhumanity to man' and by the transition of the 
African to Western Culture, as we shall see. 

The name ' tsotsi' is a familiar enough term 

in ~he ~ountry - it formerly indicated a pair of 
dram-pipe t~o~sers a_nd also a person foilowing 
the mode of life which seems to go with these 
queer trousers. It is derived either from ''ho 
tsotsa,". to sharpen (Southern Sotho) or from 
zoot suit, a fashion originating with afi American 
gan~. _To-day t~e name is taken by all to mean 
a cn_mmally mchned urban African youth. Th: 
tsots1s also call themselves 'majita' from 'Magic 
Garden," a film depicting criminal life. The in
vestigating committee of Duncan Village, East 
London , de_fine~ tsots is as gangs of juveniles, th : 
members ot which_ are predominantly unemployed 
and are cha_ra~ter!scd by the fact that they wear 
the same d1st 111ct1ve clothing, make use of the 
sa~1e secret language. have a strong group con
sciousness and live largely by illegal means. 

Formation of Gangs: 

. The gang is the last stag~ 
of tsots1sm._ There are roughly three stages 
through wh!ch_ the youths travel: before they 
enter ~he cnmmal courts. The first category is 
tha_t of the learners or "lai ties," as they call them. 
It 1s composed of boys below the age of twelve 
w~o roam about the location streets playing 
children's games a1:1d frequ~nting the bioscope, 
but .they already display evil tendencies mainly 
confined to minor thefts in cafes and green
groc~rs' shops. They play dice for pennies and 
pe'?-cils, smoke benzine and build up a crust or 
res1sta!1cc to parents and society. Some of them 
are still at school though they attend as suits 
themselves; others have virtually abandoned 
school and have part-time jobs as caddies on the ) 
golf course or carriers in the market and hundreds 
of them sell sweets, monkey nuts, shoe laces, · 
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ladies' earrings and cosmetics in trains, buses / better days. This stage is the parting of the ways. 
sports' grounds and other public places. They Either a boy starts working seriously though 
are learners; the older tsotsis often send them sometimes keeping sporadic contact with his old 
to buy dagga, to spy and do many other things · friends or else he gets into the third category. 
which are part of tsotsi training. This stage 1s 
very enticing to the young; you have your money 
from selling things, you can consequently put on 
long trousers, smoke cigarettes, and have people 
turning a blind eye upon your independence be
cause you enjoy the protection of the big boys. 
Nearly every small boy passes through this stage 
though not all in the extreme way I have just 
outlined. 

The second category comprises adolescents 
who go about in small groups of four or five 
known as "chommies" - friends. They roam 
about aimlessly, often meet together in gangs 
called ranges and pass their time drinking, 
smoking dagga and in general loitering about. 
Like the learners they are not yet organised and 
have no names for their loose groups. Here they 
start using the tsotsi "flaaitaal" and each gets a 
new name. In olden Bantu culture this age group 
was in a stage of adventure - initiation, intro
duction to manhood. The fact is that the African 
youth still has it in his blood that he must at a 
given period of his youth be recognised as an 
adult; failing which he will force - ho titimela -
this recognition by hook or by crook. Rene~ 
many urban boys go through this stage without 
necessarily indulging in all the mischief I have 
mentioned above. This period of idleness is 
nevertheless the most decisive period during 
which the youth js _likely to go wrong. Months 
of idleness kill desire to seek work. He naturally 
finds himself in this group; he meets friends of 
a feather, i.e., fellow-idlers, and i3 free from 
molestation because he is recognised as '"n ou 
wat notch" - one who understands. On the 
other hand if he remains aloof, he finds no one 
to oass the time with and he is regarded as a fool 
- ' ·'n moggo." He will have to stay at home for 
fear that as soon as he sets foot on the street 
the tsotsi will pounce on him with special malice. 
Now let us suppose that our young man joins this 
middle category. While idling and looking for 
a suitable job he is always in need of money fo r 
manly activities like drinking and getting around. 
Many of the boys get money from their family, a 
family already resigned to unemployment and 
perhaps no longer seeing any evil in it. The rest 
of the boys have to resort to illegal means of ob
taining something for their precarious existence. 
They are all periodically employed. After buying 
some fancy clothing they start saying "die land 
is blind" - and that is the end of it - the white 
man is no good. They quit their employment to 
return later when their new clothes have seen 
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The third category comprises the real tsotsis, 
who call themselves "die majitas," "die clevers," 
"die manne." Whereas the one working seriously 
and finding himself settled gets opportunity for 
thinking, thereby orientating himself to ordinary 
life, the youth who joins this group becomes rest
less. They form gangs under a leader; that is a 
basic characteristic. Here all their criminal ten
dencies find an outlet. The tsotsis will kill for 
money or for pleasure. The names of their 
gangs are derived from bioscope films, Wild West 
stories and any fancy stuff they come across. 
From the very outset the tsotsi has always affected 
cleanliness in his dress - more or less. He wears 
fashionable clothing e.g., brown and white shoes, 
chalk striped trousers, a flowered shirt, an Iris 
and Smith cap, a two-piece suit and other material 
of that standard. A ragged youth is not a 
typical tsotsi. Their language is basically Afri
kaans but is mixed with many other languages: 
e.g. 

Daar kom die nylon: there comes the police 
van. 

Die tc bet die chommie geneine: the police 
arrested a friend. 

Korn ons dak: let us go. 

Poss£ss my daardie ding: give me that thing. 

Money is mering; a tickey is dree; girls arc 
cherries. The language of course, does not re
main static but is continually modified to prevent 
the police from learning it. 

Activities: 

Gambling with speckled dice takes 
up a great deal of their time. They gamble in 
little groups forming circles and each group they 
call a school. There are tickey schools, sixpenny 
schools etc. according to the minimum required 
for the stakes. The game appears to be above 
board, but a fool is not allowed to win; hjs money 
is forcefully taken from him at the point of some 
lethal instrument. On the appearance of the 
police, the dice vanish and the real gamblers 
appear to be innocent onlookers. 

Drinking and smoking dagga are normal oc
cupations. The tsotsis are on good terms with 
shebeen queens - many of them having secret 
love affairs with these women; hence they can 
always drink on credit. Even without this con
sideration, tsotsis make good customers - they 
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(f) The topics in the Schemes should be thought
fully arranged, and in su::iject like Nature 
Study the teachers should try to fix their 
topics to suit the surrounding environment, 
e.g. lt would be awkward to teach "Germina
tion of beans" in winter when the children 
do not even see the beans in the fields, or 
do not plant any. 

Preparation of Classes : 
(a) The daily preparation should be done after 

school hours. Mostly, one finds some 
teachers doing it during lessons. This goes 
to prove that the lessons do not receive the 
full attention of the teacher. 

(b) The preparations mostly done are very 
scanty. One finds only subject headings and 
the number of lessons or exercises from a 
book. Such preparation has no value. The 
preparation must be in detail, the fac ts that 
the teacher proposes to put on the black
board should be shown in the preparation 
under "Matter." 

( c) Before the teacher prepares a lesson, the 
teacher must determine what he/she is going 
to teach and how he/ she is going to do it. 
The teacher must have a definite pl 
work to be covered during that lesson. 

Scripture Teaching : 
(a) One finds a lot of parrot work 

- schools trying to make the pupi1£ill!IP.Jfh 
the Bible stories or Catechism. 
never enlightens or deepens th 
pupils. The teachers shou\i-1 to teach 
Scripture as other subjects ~ taught. A 
blackboard summary is very ssential in a 
Scripture lesson. There s o d be much use 
of sketches, holy pict d dramatisatio:i 
in lessons as far as i e. 

(b) The teacher's pe ty should include 
necessary gift s/. er work. The speech 
and manners r chool hours and after 
school hours hav long way to go to the 
pupils and the community. Therefore 
teachers who wi their pupils to lead goo:! 
Catholic lives hould begin by doing so 
themselves. ey do this by-

(i) Regula attendance at Holy Mass at 
the s ool or mission where one is. 

(ii) Fre ent reception of the Holy 
Sa ament. 

ing Lay Apostolic work and 
atholic Action at school and outside 

school hours. 
Garde · g: 
(a) The primary aim in gardening is to teach the 

pupils the essentials of gardening, so that 
they carry away to their homes the know-
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ledge acquired in this subject and, m 
portant, practise gardening at thei 
It would be heartening to find so gardens 
in the homes of the pupils wi vegetables, 
fruit trees, flower beds. This ould help i.1 
overcoming malnutrition · nd u n d e r -
nourishment. 

(b) Most schools have a pl 
no attempt is being m e, and where an at
tempt is made, it sti eaves much room for 
improvement. 

( c) Gardening is be ming a drudgery to the 
pupils because teachers issue orders only, 
and remain · the classrooms while the 
pupils work y themselves in the garden. 

General Subje in the Curriculum : 
(a) The fir five minutes in Arithmetic lesson 

shoul be devoted to oral mental work, to 
stre · then the bonds and tables of sums to 
be tlone on that day. Most children are 

nd to be poor in Arithmetic because of 
ack of knowledge in bondwork and tables . 

In lower classes and standards much time 
should be devoted to drilling the pupils with 
work rather than too much of notes, copying, 
as usually observed. 

(c) In Nature Study, the children must be trained 
to observe carefully and accurately the nature 
around their school, home and district. If 
this is done properly, the Nature Study 
lessons become lively and effective. 

(d) There should be much of teaching aids in a 
classroom, e.g. charts, pictures, flash cards, 
and other apparatus, and these should be 
used in all lessons where necessary. 

( e) The blackboard should be used for writing 
on the important words, facts, etc. as the 
lesson goes on to form a good summary of 
lesson taught. 

Circulars and "Lumen" : 
(a) In most schools, it is very disheartening to 

find that the circulars sent by different Sec
retaries are never read. If one quotes a 
certain point in the circular one finds that 
most teachers do not know the point. The 
circulars sent to schools must be thoroughly 
read by each teacher and the instructions in 
them should be adhered to. 

( b) The Principals of Schools should make sure 
that after the circulars have been read by all 
members of the staff, they should be filed 
properly for future reference. 

( c) Each teacher receives a copy of Lumen, and 
we expect each Catholic teacher to read it 
carefully from page to page so that he/she 
is well equipped in matters of religion, edu
cation , social life and every day happenings. 
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In this further article a young African 
continues his discussion of tsotsism 
drawing attention to the basic causes and 
suggesting some possible remedies. 

Basic Causes. 

All this shocking, terrifying and irresponsible 
activity of the tsotsis can be traced to its causes. 
There are many such causes. We enumerate only 
four of them. 

1. Sex and Kinship and the Family. Over
crowding is a real evil. The government is build
ing better houses for Africans, but they are over
crowded. Despite the attempt to clear them, slum 
areas are still plentiful. In both the new loca
tions and the slums, we find a big family oc
cupying a two-roomed house - boys and girls 
sleeping in the same room. As a result, children 
see and hear and therefore learn things not fit 

, --~ · .,.__them_. _ }'hey read nasty literature and soak 
up all the rubbish llie-bius-co~an-offer. mtd-nr 
this that both parents are usually out at work 
so they have no control over the cJ-.ildren. Many 
places have no recreational facilities, except pos
sibly a football field without proper provision for 
spectators. Beyond that the people have the street 
or the open veld to go to. Much of the tsotsi's 
frustration is undoubtedly physical; he has no 
decent outlet for his energies. Illegitimacy comes 
next. Girls staying on the employer's premises 
have a little room behind the house, and there 
they can be-and are-visited by young men. In 
hotels and flats too, the girls' quarters are a fav
ourite haunt of young men. Illegitimacy arising 
from this factor and from other factors has 
reached most frightful proportions. In Alexandra 
Township seventy-five per cent. of the children 
are illegitimate. These parentless children are 
usually looked after by their grandmothers. As 
soon as they are six years old or so they get 
"beyond control." Indeed, old women are not 
the people to train these children. 

2. Economics. Many people have no sense of 
economy - or frugality. Numerous men drink 
nearly a quarter of their salaries away, while the 
women are after the latest fashions in both 
clothing and furniture . 

'L 
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The net income of the family is always far 
less than the expenditure. Nearly every family 
will say: "Come at the end of the month" and 
this phrase is multiplied indiscriminately until at 
the end of the month every penny is abwrbed 
to pay debts. Consequently, the people try to 
make ends meet by illegal and self-destructive 
means. The children are given no food in the 
morning or at lunch; they get only one full meal 
a day, viz. supper. Thus the young ones have to 
fend for themselves during the day, or, granted 
they do get some bread and coffee at home during 
the day, they are forced to pilfer some biscuits 
from the China Shop to make a little change in 
their menu. Here is one direct cause of juvenile 
delinquency. Further, many of the illegal means 
adopted directly militate against any religious edu
cation of the children who have to keep a lookout 
for the police while the most heinous things are 
going on in the house - · smoking of dagga, drink
ing of illegal concoctions, prostitution and 
adultery. Yes, the delinquency of the rising 
generation in our townships, crystallised in the 
tsotsi, is not a moral question so much as a 
social question. 

~-~----·- .--:::::::=::-7"'-17 
3. Emplo~ent. One of the most important 

factors contributing to the Tsotsi Problem is un
employment. Take a young man who has just 
left school on the average after passing Standard 
VII and analyse the employment possibilities op~n 
to him, and it will be apparent how difficult it is 
for him to establish himself in life at this juncture: 

(A) Industrial Workers: 

J 

(i) Untrained Manual Labour. The boy 
between fifteen and twenty-one will not 
take this job. It is far too hard for 
him and he looks on himself as entitled 
to a better job by his education. Here 
the attitude of the youth and the ob
jective unsuitability of the job are the 
obstacles. 

( ii) Semi-trained manual labour. Adults 
with some experience arc preferred. 
here it is the attitude of the employer 
that obstructs. 

(iii) Lighter manual labour. Cold drink 
manufacture, laundries and bakeries. 
These places would do, but they are 
always full up and discharging rather 
than taking on more hands. 
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(B) Domestic servants: hotels, shops anci cafes. 
Here the urban youth objects to flcor
polishing and to the notoriously low 
wages offered. 

(C) Messengers and Clerks: This is par excel
lence the most desired avenue of em
ployment. Education is not only 
demanded, but a knowledge of the city 
or town is essential. But these avenues 
are also always full and almost pro-

-verbially few. 
So the location youth has few types of 
employment open to him. 

The possibilities of finding suitable work for 
him are limited. Thus the urban youth goes into 
decay physically, mentally and spiritually. 

4. Disintegration. The prominent feature of 
urban native life is disintegration. They have 
no longer any tradition of their own. Where in 
the traditional way of life we found a closely
knit community, with a strong sense of unity, with 
its own institutions, outlook on life and code of 
conduct, we now find a group loosely linked -
without any of the necessary unifying factors. 
The;. e is a new atmosphere, a new attitude to life 
and new ideas. The newly-acquired Western 
values which the African accepts have not yet 
been assimilated or understood; he merely imi
tates the European way of life. It i$ a world
wide-pfienomenon thatin~mmunit" of this .so.rt, 
delinquency is rampant and the formaticn of 
gangs is inevitable. In effect the process of 
urbanisation basically represents the same as the 
process of taking over a new culture; the Bantu 
in towns may be regarded as immigrants who 
have not assimilated their new environment. 

POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS. 

Having seen the problem and its causes, it re
mains for us to seek some solutions. We have 
to recognise from the very start, however, that 
certain matters such as cultural transition are 
beyond our control. Ours is the task, therefore, 
to find some practical line of action appropriate 
to these circumstances - in other words, to 
ameliorate the evil effects of the problem and to 
nip it in the bud whenever we can. 

We are mainly concerned, therefore, with our 
Catholic duty in this respect. We could take a 
more definite lead and throw ourselves un
stintingly into the Apostolate. By distributing 
some of our Catholic pamphlets and magazines 
and by apologetic lectures at street corners, we 
could do much to spread a knowledge of the true 
Christian life, thereby giving the African a new 
hope, the hope of a new life beyond the temporal 
oppression he is suffering. This would not only 
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influence the families but the youth, because by 
touching the former you touch the latter. 

In many missions in urban areas, the priests 
are trying to keep their youth in clubs and occupy 
them in healthy recreation. We could give a rriore 
whole-hearted support to our own bioscopes, to 

. our dance clubs, and our Catholic football teams. 
Not only working youth, but any youth could thus 
find himself in a clean Christian atmosphere, as 
indeed many already do. Moreover, there is the 
necessity of a library in every parish and this 
should be demanded. Granted the demand and 
the help of his people, every priest would wel
come the idea. 

Through our own enthusiastic support of such 
vital movements as the Young Christian Workers, 
we could do much to give our youth some pro
tection and a right attitude to life. The Y.C.W. 
is intended precisely for the young man who has 
just left school. It should be our earnest en
deavour to get everyone of our employed and 
unemployed youth into this association. First, 
each of them would find himself in good com
pany all the time; secondly, he would be 
occupied all the time with ways and means of 
helping as an apostle; thirdly, his ideal would 
be the life of the Gospels; and fourthly, they 
could help each . other to find some good jobs. 
Indeed, the Y.C.W. is one of the most practical 
and effective immediate answers to our problem. 

For his part, in general the priest must be the 
leader and the most interested of all in the above 
movements and interests of the laity. The library, 
the Y.C.W., the football team, all these must find 
in him a whole-hearted supporter. 

The priest will make it a special point to watch 
and help his school-leaving youth. Visits to the 
family and talks with the parents and the youth 
himself individually will help enormously. The 
youth will soon realise that what he lacks is em
ployment; he has otherwise everything and every
body on his side. This would counteract the 
feelings and alone-ness and unwantedness which 
induce frustration. 

Many of our young men still think that if they 
do not get a job in the O.K. Bazaar, they cannot 
find it anywhere. But once all our boys are mem
bers of some Catholic club or association, we 
could talk to them about employment possibilities 
for African boys in urban areas. To be sure, it 
would be advisable to have some pamphlets or 
statements of the Race Relations Institute in this 
respect. I know of some boys who are just sitting 
at home convinced that there are no jobs for the 
moment, so they are waiting for a new firm to be 
started. This is far from being ridiculous; it shows 
how much the youth can discourage themselves 
in the absence of some guidance. 

Continued on page 18 e 
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nourished in the desert by heavenly bread, we of 
the New Law pass through the >waters of Baptism 
and are nourished by the lJread of Heaven. 

< During these .[ou_~1!S,Y!f 'of the Jews, God led 
-7IT" HE priest holds up the small white Host: , them by a cloud ~e day and a pillar of fire by 
~"Ecce Agnus Dei." "Behold the Lamb ofi ni_ght. Vje h_aWYa Pascal candle symbolic of the 
God." When John the Baptist used that title the 1:,ight of Jhe World, to follow, so that ~e, too, 
Jews understood its symbolism far better than 'e hke the-"Jews may reach the land of mtlk and 
do now, because they were familiar with the I b hQ.D€y- our true home, our Heavenly Jerusalem. 
as a sacrificial animal. Ever since the Fall, an 
had realised the need for atonement, and t s he 
tried to accomplish by the sacrifice of 1mals 
and even of humans. But no sacrifice on e part 
of man was perfect enough to atone o God 
sufficiently, so He sent His only-begott Son to 
be The Lamb, The Sacrifice. 

For the Jews the most important crifice of 
the year was that of the pascal Lamb at the time 
of the Passover, which was off ere . in Thanks
giving for their deliverance out of gypt. When 
Christ and His Apostles partoo of the Last 
Supper, it was truly the LAST pa,/cal meal of the 
Old Law - but also the First <J. the New Law. 
The Lamb of God gave men ~ ij.esh to eat, in 
place of the J ew1s -famo:-Accsfn?ng-to tradition, 
bread was broken four times Jn~ passed to each 
member of the family shar91g the pascal meal. 
At the Last Supper, the fqjirth time, instead of 
bread, Christ's own Body ras passed to each at 
table. The fourth chalic.e of wine was passed as ,.,,. e Continued from page 17 :-, 1 

in tradition, but this, too at the Last Supper was J T . . . 
Christ's own Blood. , The Afncans m townships have their part to 

The day after Chrisy'had eaten the Supper with play. Through some movements, the Ban~u sub
His Disciples the c~ebrities from amongst the letters could be persuad:d to less~n their rent 
Jews were to sacrifice their lambs in the Temple. charg~s and to refuse to h1r~ out a smgl_e room to 
The lamb was ddiined of e'?{!ry last drop of a family• . ~u~h contr<_)l .. of <;)Vercrowdu~g would 
blood and roasted' for the meal on a cruciform help to mmumze our difhculties at least m places 
spit. 'At this sa/ie time The Lamb of the New like Alexandra Township, Evaton, Lewisham and 
Law would be "'crificed, drained of the last drop a few others. 
of Blood, on t Cross. We could assign bursaries to our deserving 

At three o' ock the Jews ate the Lamb of the youth through which they could become social 
Old Law the Lamb of God died and the workers. It is amazing what a single social 
Temple c ain was split in two, to show that worker can do with the youth - organising 
now the d Law was concluded forever. sports, games, concerts and a number of other 

But th Old Law takes on a new meaning. The things which will keep the young people off the 
Jews w e descendants of those Israelites whose streets. 
homes e Angel of Death passed over because These are not comprehensive solutions, but they 
their orposts were marked with the blood of represent the sort of action we could take to help 
"the b without blemish.'.' By the Redemption, lessen juvenile delinquency in our townships and 
how ver, we too are marked with the Blood of to counter the growing menace of the tsotsi, while 
the amb without Blemish, who is Christ. As the waiting and working for more fundamental social 
Jews crossed through the Red Sea, they were reform. 
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r----111P!J~ lEJf lU[ JD) l[ <C lE 

D URING the past few weeks, we have 
seen in the English Catholic Weekly, the 
Southern Cross, a series of articles on 
the social situation in South Africa and 

the Catholic attitude towards this situation. These 
articles have been written by prominent church
men and lay people. Quite frankly, I, as an 
African, have noted their outspokenness with sur
prise and pleasure. 

The point of this letter is simple. To what 
extent is the Catholic Church making efforts to 
break down racial prejudices in its own ranks and, 
following on these strong articles, to what extent 
will the Catholic Church be prepared to go in 
the society of South Africa? 

That preferential treatment is given by the 
Catholic Church to certain classes of people as 
opposed to· others is, of course, obvious. There 
have naturally been reasons for doing so, and 
many white Catholics will, no doubt voice them, 
but the effects are clear. First of all, from the 
personnel point of view, it is clear that there are 
far more priests and religious working amongst 
the Whites as opposed to Africans. A good esti
mate is that there is one priest among every 500 
White Catholics and one priest among every 1,500 
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-Africans. (But perhaps we Africans do not need 
so much spiritual care!) It has been pointed 
out also that although there are only 300 re
ligious teaching in African schools, there are 
almost 1,000 religious teachers in non-African 
schools. 

I could give many other such figures illustrating 
the favour given by the Catholic Church -by it:; 
personel - to the White group. One could men
tion, for instance, the fact that in some places so
called 'mission priests' are looked down upon by 
those in your wealthy White parishes. It could 
also be mentioned, of course, that there is a 
pattern of establishing separate White and Black 
congregations in South Africa, and just in case 
people have objections based upon the prevailing 
legal system, let it be clearly said that these facts 
and figures are very much pre-Nationalist govern
ment. (This did not happen in Basutoland). 

Let us also notice that amongst the members 
of the Church, there are strong indications of 
racial prejudice. I won't bore you with innumer
able instances of segregation in our Churches, and 
for that matter, neither will I listen to your ex
planation that Africans prefer to sit at the back 
anyway. In the fields of Catholic Action, how
ever, one finds organizations for the Whites anp 
others for the Africans. This situation has an 
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historical precedent, but it persists even where 
peoples are living in close proximity in the larger 
town. There are organizations which are ex
clusively for one or the other section of the 
population. I do not want to go into details by 
telling you how much more attention is given to 
your White organizations as opposed to your 
African ones. How much more pomp and 
splendour and how many more priests and dig
nitaries one would find at certain White Catholic 
functions as opposed to African Catholic 
functions. 

But what really makes me angry concerning 
the members of the Catholic Church is, that 
whereas they should be united to each other with 
a greater closeness than that of a family union, 
yet in fact the White Cathqlics are almost com
pletely unaware of our African Catholic existence, 
and little effective attempt is made to remedy this 
situation. This separation and - far worse -
these prejudices are present from the highest to 
the lowest, and I would be prepared to illustrate 
this on any level. 

Following on these strong statements in the 
Southern Cross, however, it would perhaps be 
more effective to give some points showing how 
the obvious prejudices and segregation within 
the Catholic Church could be broken down. First 
of all, the concentration of personnel on the 
White group should be lessened. This, of course, 
would depend upon decisions of the higher 
ecclesiastical authorities. Secondly, regarding the 
people in the Church, a general effort should be 
made to change the mentality of the White people 
concerning the members of other racial groups. 
This should become an all-out effort, and as so 
many religious are concentrated in White schools, 
it is suggested that correct attitudes should be 
fostered by the religious teaching given there. 
This should be regarded not merely as a duty in 
virtue of things to come. It would be reckless, 
short sighted and disastrous not to do so. Thirdly, 
there should be contact within the Church on all 
levels. There should preferably be contact be
tween people of similar interests such as teachers, 
workers, pupils and so on. This is reasonably 
easy to accomplish. What is more, this contact 
should be augmented by concern and care on a 
practical level. Would that the day should dawn, 
when, for instance, the Knights of da Gama 
should become concerned about the thousands of 
workless young Africans in our cities; or that the 
Catholic Women's League should co-operate with 
their African equivalent, the Women of St. 
Anne's or, more to the point, that they concen
trate upon caring for their own domestic 
servants. Fourthly, there should be definite 
practical aid forthcoming from the White section 
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of the Catholic community. Two examples have 
been mentioned above, but many others could be 
noted, as for instance, the paying of better wages, 
the improvement of family life amongst the 
Africans, the care of the indigent and so on. 
Fifthly, within the Catholic sphere, perhaps one 
of the best helps that could be given would be 
the question of the Whites helping the Afri
cans along the way of formation, both edu
cational and spiritual. To a large extent the 
White Catholics, and particularly the laity, have 
as a duty, the formation of Catholic African 
leaders. 

Finally, why do we not find more of our White 
Catholics taking part in civic and political life? 
Why do we not find more of our White Catholic 
laity doing something about the political situation 
in this country? Why, above all, do we not ever 
see our White Catholic brothers? 

To conclude, I do not say these things in a 
spirit of false criticism. If I were to repeat what 
Africans are saying about Christianity at the 
moment, you White readers would be horrified. 
I merely ask that the Catholic Church, which 
should be known for its principles of justice and 
its practice of love, should do something now 
before it is too late. 

- from "ACTION : NYLSTROOM." 

Natal Building 
Society 

for 

SAFE AND PROFIT ABLE 
INVESTMENTS. 

Paid Up Shares £10 Each 
Dividends payable half-yearly on 
31st March and 30th September. 

251 Pretorius Street, 

Pretoria. 

Tel. 2-0189. P.O. Box 685. 
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SOUTH 
AFRICA 

DENIS E. HURLEY 
O.M.I.. D.D .. 

Archbishop of Durban 

But some deaths have more significance than 
others. If the police had died at Sharpeville, 
there might have been some mention of the fact 
outside South Africa. Because the victims of 

~ ~;.;~ ~..,..,,.--~~-~~:$::!:~~~~~-'.:!-.::!....c,"1 • 11partheid d-ied, the woI-ld threw-u.If it-s hanos in 
horror. White South Africans resent this. They 
complain that the world press is biased, but in 
this they are not very perceptive. They forget 
the symbolism of events. Millions of men have 
died since the world began, but none quite like 
the Man Who died _on Calvary. Millions have 
washed their hands, but none quite like Pontius 
Pilate. 

The following is a special message 
given by Archbishop Denis E. Hurley 
when be was overseas lmt yelll', Although 
the Archbishop's description of Soudt 
Africa was written for an English audi
ence, yet there is still much information 
and many important observations that he 
offers. This article was reprinted by the 
Sword of the Spirit Office as it appeared 
in the American Magazine, Av Maria. 

1rHE year 1960 was quite a year for Africa, 
L and the southern part of it had its fair share 

of the limelight. 
In March there was Sharpeville. A jittery 

police detachment, remembering the slaughter 
of some comrades about two months previously 
at the hands of a beserk mob in Durban, fired 
on a crowd of demonstrators, killing 66 and 
wounding 168. Sharpeville made the world's 
headlines. It was a symbol of the iniquities of 
apartheid - South Africa's brand of segrega
tion. Death is always a tragedy, and death by 
violence is a particularly regrettable tragedy. 
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After Sharpeville South Africa could have 
degenerated into anarchy. Those who are 
acquainted with the African character know how 
it reacts sometimes - as if the collectivity had 
but one soul. After Sharpeville the African soul 
was ready for the showdown. The Government 
acted with speed and vigour. It clamped down 
a state of emergency that lasted five months and 
flattened out every ripple of agitation. It was 
an extremely effective demonstration of force 
that indicated how very tough are they who 
believe in and administer South Africa's 
apartheid. 

South Africa disappeared from the headlines 
when the Congo erupted, but subsequently 
managed a few brief reappearances: when the 
Anglican bishop of Johannesburg, Ambrose 
Reeves, was deported; when a referendum was 
held to decide for or against a republic and the 
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Mr. VICTOR DLADLA 
~··································, ! I . . fL t • n a previous issue o omen we gave a • 
; description of the achievements of the ! 
+ Chairman of the Catholic Mission Schools • 
! Inspectors' Conference. His name is Mr. t 
! B. F. Mthimkhulu. We now give some ; 
• details of the life of Mr. Victor Dladla • 
• C • • who is the Secretary of the same on- ~ 
; ference. Mr. Dladla speaks for him- ! 
• self:- • ! ; 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Apart from this, I have busied myself in the 
Catholic African Teachers' Union, which I have 
served as secretary for eleven years. In this posi
tion I have tried to better the lot of teachers in 
many ways. (We need not go into them here). 
In the community in which I live, I have founded 
a choir, which has now blossomed into the famous 
Mofolo Choristers. I also conduct the local (St. 
Pius X) Church choir. This choir swept the 
boards in the Church choir competitions held in 
1960, and won the coveted Bishop's Trophy. 

• • (Continued from page 18) 

him with two blankets, a singlet and pair of 
trousers, and a protective tunic. 

Also deducted from the miner's earnings dur-1 was born in a suburb of Johannesburg called ing the period of contract is the annual tax, which 
City and Suburban. My father, Ferdinand is collected by the mines through arrangement 
Dladla, is a plumber by profession, and my with the government concerned, as well as the 

late mother was a housewife. We are a family of initial outlay of £2 or £3 remitted to the recruit 
six brothers (two deceased) and one sister. when he signed on at the engagement station. 

When I first went to school in 1932, our family The gold mines ignore the cold facts of ex-
lived in Doornfontein, a slum suburb of the city. ploitation which figures lay bare and advertise 
My brother and I were the first pupils there. The only the "benefits" which the men of 55 tribes 
school was situated in Sherwell Street, just below from seven countries get in deferred pay to miners 
Doornfontein Station. This was the first African and their families ( carefully omitting any figures 
Catholic school in the cit . It was a one-teach~r of wages and profits). The mines claim that they 

~ =:.:,==~~~~ ~~""Pi~iilw'lll'i'5~~--::,;~ ~ =~~~~ ~ m~ ~ omic growth ; tbat the ~or.aic 
manage distress of the (Union) Reserves is in part re

In 1935 the school was transferred to the site 
of the present St. Thomas College, Village Main, 
Johannesburg. The school was then taken over 
by the Holy Family Sisters. In that year we 
moved to Orlando. Every day we travelled by 
train to and fro . On Sundays I used to go with 
Father Muldoon serving at every Holy Mass he 
said along the Reef. In 1938 having attained 
first place in the Std. VI Examinations, I was 
offered a bursary. I was sent to Pax Training 
College, Pietersburg, where I did a Teachers' 
Course, which I completed in 1941. 

After that I took a post at St. John Berchmann's 
School, Orlando East. I taught there until 1944. 
I then returned to Pax once again, and did the 
Teachers' Higher Certificate. This I completed in 
1946. Upon leaving, I took a post at St. 
Thomas's Practising School, Village Main. I 
was back where I had started from. I taught 

. there until its dis-establishment in 1958. But the 
greatest thing that has happened to me is my ap
pointment to the inspectorship of the Catholic 
Schools in the Archdiocese of Pretoria and the 
Diocese of Johannesburg. A great responsibility 
has been put on my shoulders. Would to God 
that I do not fail. 
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lieved by the gold mining industry"; that "they 
stitmulate and stabilise the economy of tribal 
territories" . 

Conclusions. 
The truth is that migrant labour impedes agri

cultural development, keeps wages to rock
bottom levels, and is an excuse for not training a 
stable force of skilled labour. Even the mines 
have had to face that the increasing flow of labour 
from countries adjacent to South Africa, and to 
her north, will depend on the tempo of industrial 
development in those areas. 

The prosperity of the gold mining industry has 
been based on the poverty of Africa and her 
people; but Africa is changing fast and can help 
to make the mines change their labour policy too. 
While two in every three African miners on the 
Witwatersrand come from countries other than 
the Union, and one in five from a Central and 
East Africa rapidly advancing towards indepen
dence, low wages, debased compound life, the 
suppression of all trade union activity, contra
ventions of international labour conventions -
all these are the concern not only of South Africa 
but of the peoples of half a dozen African coun
tries, indeed, of all the continent. 
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, THE pictures we published 
at the week-end illustrat

ing the overcrowding on 
African t o w n s h i p traina 
told their own disturbing story. 
More than a hundred' thousand 
Africans travel by train to a.lid 
from the city each day, most 
of them during peak hours, 
and there simply are not I 
enough coaches to carry the~. 

In order to reach their 
homes at the end of the day, 
the passengel's cram the trains 
from windo:w to window; they 
travel on the buffers between 
coaches; they hang on to t)le 
side of the trains on the out
l!ide and travel home by the 
manner they have rather 
whimsicall)'.' named "washing". 

Railway officials do not try 
to minimise the seriousness of 
the overcrowding. They point 
out that the population of the 
townships has grown fast and 
they have been unable to pro• 
vide sufficient rolling stock to 
keep up with the need. 

The Minister of Transport 1 

himself drew attention to the 
overcrowding in his last 
budget statement in March. 

Nevertheless, it does not 
,eem unreasonable to point out 1 

fhlit while main line passenger 
traffic has been falling, the 
African suburban services have 
Qeen yielding growing revenue. 
In other words, the African 
workers are the S.A.R.'s good 
customers, and they deserve 
rather more thought than they 
appear to have been_ getting. 
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'"US , -say· 
t ' 

1 

, people . 
the 

. . 
From a Staff Reporter 

Vryheid, We nesday. 

A MA T who has devoted part of his life to working for, 
·the Besterspruit' peopJe has seen his work go to pieces 

with the removal of the 2,000 Africans from the little green 
valley. · ' 

. The Rev. Simon Mbq,ta, of (he· Evangelical 
Lutheran Church qt Besterspruit, which once a 
congreg4,tion of 500 adults, told me: "Now I shall 
just huve to start all OtJer again." ' 

He said the people were bitt.er He said that some o! ihe boys 
at the sµdden move and that they in the spo~ •teams he had 
were losing their land. "They are organlzed ' had we.pt at. their, last 

ttet aga,\n'St the bo &nment, noC niatcll. He had ~ promised n~ 1 

DI.Uch against the Whites, somJ thing for his church and house, f 

of whom have done a lot of good . which, he wµl have to leave. 
work here." Anotner group affected by the 

He added: "But I, who tried to declaration of Bestersprult as a 
thi Whlte area ~ the Coloured 

prepare them for s, am now famiUes who live near a shop in 
asked: '.Bee what other Christians the v1llage. They know they will 
are doing to us ; now Qan we love• have to go, but do not know 
them? ' " where. 

Ml$. Margaret Glover, who ha.s 
lived all her 59 years in Bester
sprult said' she was "sad to go." 
She owns about t~ and a half 
acres 1n the villag~. on which 
several Coloured and African 
tam1lles staye<t. , 

· Mrs. Beryl '.rhrtng, whose hus
band owns the shop; also does not 
know what will happen tl> her 
farntl:,. Her customers have gone 
and she de>es not know when she 
too ~t have to. g;o. " 

TRUCKS 

The removal nas taken place 
UJ;l~r a Groll~ pr.ocl&matlon 
which makes Bestersprult a White 
area... Big open trUclCS have trans
ported the people to the Vryheid 
location near by and to Mondhlo, 
about 28 miles away by road. 

Bri~ homes are to ~ built tor 
the tent-dweUers 1n the Vryheid 
locatron and at Mondhlo families 
will ,be allowed to buy a half all, 

· acre · each to llve on. 
At Mondhlo families have 

started building sod hou,ses, and 
the Government has supplied 
beams and wattle atlck& for the 
walls. 

Th~ plots wlli cost about mlo 
pa~ab1e over 10 years. 
1.~~ernmem om~ say that · 
IIUWY of the people are pie.uieci 
to be able to · buy the land' and 
~tle at Mondh1o, whleh is in 

' a reserve. 
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.BUILlllN G LABO U 
~• I • I I• • •• • ' " ~· • 'i • 

CRJTICAI; BOTllA 
•~ 'rt ·; t I I ~ ¥' ·,. :,ff. •~~f _,.. • ,i. ~ ',_ _ •,.,., :,: ;. ' 

. . lt', ,, . . _ ~ · • ' By the. Political c1![~~nd~~~ ' . '· · •' · ·, ·. · · ..,, ',., r ' . i' 

TI!E SijORTAGE of -sJ<llled workers ~d .professi9p.alinen'·in,.t,he ~uild-
. · i.ttgJ.rtdustry had h,ecome critical; the .Ministe~ of Hous~ng, Mr. · P:, .W. 

Bot;h~~ said in Pr~tpria today. ., '· . . • by the industry, s~id Mr. BQ~ 
01,>ening the building research more effective use of the 'coun• He adcle.~: "I ant also disturb 

congress, he said: , try's professional and artisan at the low mtake into the appret).• 
"A gooq,_ •deal could be done to labour resources." . ticeshiJ? ran~ in the building in-

improve the situation by better More graduates in engineering dustry,_ partlcular~y tne. trades of 
training of labour and by the and architecture were requited rlaste_rmg and bnc~aymg. 
----~- - - ----------1-..:..· -----~· "It , is clear that with the 

SUEZ 'CAN•, o·NL. ·. ~ .. BE' ,present ,-expanliion in 'the "build• . , ing , industcy,' tnade,quate artisan 
labpur. will be available." 

.., . . ., To -sqme e~ent the 1;bour 

CL, OSED IN WAR,· situation could be eased hy the 
· · ' · . , . • - . µse 9f preconstruction mtthods 

and mechanization and_ large-scale I 
r · ' , co-ordinated planning. 

, . , , . ' ' · Cairo, Tuesday,'. · · Mr. Botha said that the varia-
1 LAST WEEK'S Af · · f '· I • · tion in building regulations from . . r1can summit con erence res_o ution town to town was one 1>f the 

calling upon me,mber states of the Organization of factors block'ing the application of 
African Unity to · close their harbours arid airports· to the most .advanced andfscientific 
traffic with South Africa count~ which is in a state of methods of conStruction. 

th E t ''I wish· that a way could be ·11 l ..i.. , s· war WI gyp. · '\\j'l 11-ot app y to, me uez It is on this basis that the found of ensuring that the fruits 
Canlfl, accordfog 'to , Canal canal is closed to Isra~li ve.ssels, of research are in'cluded in regu• 
A h as the Egyptian Gover~ment latio!1s with as littl~ delay ~ 

ut ority sources. maintains it _is technically . in a po~s1~le .,nd th~t uniformity 1 
, ' ' i state of war with Isr-ael. bulldnm. ._·r-egul~bons be ~each 

Under the. terms of inter• Any decision in this connec• -as,soon.,:@S' pos~1ble," he said. 
national · law •the waterway can tion lies with the Head of State, Mr. ·• 1;3otha appealed to the 
only be closed to vessels belong• President Nasser, but observers United Municipal Executive Coun-

t • here do' not believe he is· likely cil •·to promote the ideal of· unl-
ing to a country or bound to a to declare war on South Africa. form regulations. 

THE STAR . JOHANNESBURG , . TUESDAY. 
,< 
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INDUSTRY . LEANS -MORE ON 
I 

·,AFR CAN 
LABOUR 

SOUTH AFRICAN INDUSTRY is increasingly 
dependent on African labour, and, acco_rding 

to the Institute of Kace Relation ' , two-thiras of 
the entire workinglorce are African . 

The Bureau of Statistics has rest are Coloi,J.reds and Asians. 
issued ii~res for the first seven Equally dependent on African 
months of 1964 which show that workers are. the ailway 
from January to July the percen- although to a lesser extent than 
tage--of African labour in mining some other categories. Of the 
and quarrying, manufacturing, 224,000 Railway workers 114,000 
ccnstructi-on, transport and com- are White and 97,000 African. 
munication rose from 63.2 to The increasing importance to 
63:he percentage of Whites, on !he economy of_ African purcbas
the other hand, decreased and mg power, t?o, is reflected in the 
in July it was 24.6 compared· survey. African . fac!ory work~rs 
with 25 at the beginning of the alone wer~ E:arnmg m the region 
year of R17-million a month, last 

In· these seven months the July, an increase of almost 10 
number of persons of all races per cent. on the figure of seven 
employed in these categories months ago. 
rose by 78,000 to 1,880,000. Of In these months the per capita 
the total increase of 78,000 in earnings of Africans increased 
employment 60,000 were Afri- from R37 to R38.8. 
cans. The increase in their em
ployment rate is higher than the 
general increase for all workers. 

The Race Relations Institute 
quotes figures to show _ qow
heavily dependent tlie various 

~ work sectors are on African 
labour. 

MANUFACTURING 
In manufacturing more than 

half the 835,000 workers are 
African and little more than a 
quarter are Whites. 

Except for about 66,000 
Whites, mining and ql,larryj.ng is 
almost completely in Black 
hands. More than 500,000 
workers are employed · in tliese 
industries. I 

Two-thirds of all construction 1 

workers are African and only 
about a fifth are White. The 
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APARTHEID· 
'PREVENTS 
PROGRESS 
IN -S .. W.A.' 

THE HAGUE.-By installing and maintaining 
the policy aµd pra.ctice of apartheid in South West 
Africa, South. Africa, as the mandato·ry power, 
inhibited .the well-being, prevented social progress 
and thwarted the ~evelopment of the overwhelming 
majority 'of the people. 

This . accusation was made yes- s A , . 
terday in the . International Court • S new 
of Justice by Ethlopi11. and Liberia • 
when pressing their case against 
South Africa, which they claimed 
had violated the mandate in its 
administration of the former Ger
man colony. 

The accusing States say that 
"under apartheid, the status, 
rights, duties, opportunities and 
burdens of the population a.re de

rmine • a.nd allotted arbitrarilY 

tribe." 

evidence 
at the 

This was in a pattern which ig- THE HAGUE.-South Africa 
nored the needs and capacities of produced new evidence- yester
the groups and individuals af- day in support of its contention 
fected and subordinated the in- that the United Nat1on11 did not 
terests and rights of the great legally inherjt any of the super
majority of the • people to the visory functions of the League of 
preferences of a minority. Nations on the former mandated 

'S -' , DUTY' territory of South West Africa. 
,......_, s It said so before the Interna-

They further say South Africa tional Court of Justice in answer 
has the duty to "promote the poli- to complaints that the Republic 
tical advancement of the peoples had violated the League man
of the territory through rights of date in its administration of 
suffrage, progressively increasing South West. 
participation in the processes of 
government, development of .self- S.A. CLAIM 
government and free political in- South Africa claims that had 
stitutions." , the new evidenc.e been known to 

South Africa, 1n reply, acknow- the International Court in 19150-
ledges ''.a duty to promote the when South West Africa first 
economic progress of all the in- came under its scrutiny-it could 
habit(l.nts of; the territory" and not have arrived at its conclusion 
considered no group could claim regarding an obligation oli South 
a.ny preferential treatment. Africa's part to sumbit to United 

While admitting South Africa Nations supervision over South 
w.11.S under a duty to promote the West. 
political advancement of the in- South Africa. referred to the 
habitants of the territory, -the Palestine Que11tion wlien a 
Republic says the method tQ be special UD,l.ted Nations commit
adopted rested in its own discre- tee_ expressly stated . the United 
tion which was to be exercised by Np.tions did not take over the 
applying policies "aa may be ap- supervisory functions of the 
propriate to the particular cir- League ot Nations on mandates 
cumstances of the territory and which were not converted into 
its peoples." trusteeship territories. 

'SATISFIED' On March 19, 1948; before the 
,. , security council, it was sta.ted1 
While in no way opposed to the United States delegate said: 

the idea of suffrage ~or all or any "The record seems to us entirely 
peoples in appropriate circum- clear that the United Nations did 
stances,'' says _Sputh Africa, not take over the League of 
"the. r_espondent does. not consider Nation mandate system." 
prov1Sion for such rights in one s - , 
integrated political entity 1s the NO REPORTS 
only or best method of achieving The United Kingdom it was 
political advancement in all cases pointed out withdrew from the 
and is satisfied it would not be administration of Palestine as 

the o les 5 1948 bu no re-
of u • ports on. e 

The policY' South Africa was the former mandated territory of 
pursuing in South West Africa Palestine had been submitted to 
was not one of domination but the United Nations. 
its very antithes!s, the South South Africa pointed out that 
African reply cont,1t1ues. so far · as the United Nations 

"It is aimed at the evolutionary records show no State. ever sug
determination of the supremM:y gested such reports should be 
of the guardian and the emil.nci- submitted. . 
pation of the wards," it adds. on November 22, 194;6, New 

In so far as it involves con- Zealand expressed an under
tinued control by the guardian standing that the ·united Nations 
over the w11,rds, this was a neces- did not take over the_ League of 
sary arrangement of a temporary Nations mandates' system when 
transitional nature only, -SAPA. it was still adminiliteting the 

territory ot Western Samoa. 

hi •d· } And on April 2, 1947, state-24 s ps 1 e ments in similar vein were made 
by the Soviet Union on the for-

HULL.-Twenty-four ships were mer Japanese mandated islands. 
idle in Hull yesterday after tally- -SAP A. , 

~~~e~c:~;k :cti~~ti:!g wii~i~~~~; V ~olt.C:~a~'.""I'e'' i{0 ~!~d:n'::'r. by .;d ~: 
employers over the allocation of Sparks; sub-~ditins and headlines by A,, 
wee ork.--SAPA-Reuter. de v. Marais, aH of 174 Main s1rtt1, 
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South ·· Africa Keep· Black Unions Small and Ineffective · Legal Curbs 
----'- . . . . . 

By JOSEPH LELYVELD the work they .do 1'.1-ther than for the job" regardless of race. Labor, which advocates diSC!l'lm- unemployed are required to ap- have fewer than lO,OOO inem. 
Speclalto'nleffe,rYon:Tlmee the color of therr skin. But not all the affiliated _white inatory wage scales. ply for "permit t k k" be 

This 1-s often not the ca.se. In unions of the council support s O see wor rs. 
JOHANNESBURG, ,South one factory Mr. Mafuna dis• this ' policy at the factory level, More and more A:frlcans are and then to line up at a labor The council feairs that these-

Africa, April 7-Jame~ Mafuna, covered that semiskilled blac~ so Mr" Mafuna cannot usually moving up from unskilled jobs bureau to see what is available. curlty achieved by -white union 
secretai:r of the Engineering workers who were supposed to be assured of their help. to semiskilled jobs paying high~ "t won't deny that I get dis- members will be washed awa 
Workers Union of South Africa, be making $45 a week-the Help on Lhnited Bights er wages, though few, if an~, couraged," Mr. Mafuna says by waves Of unorganized bl ~ 
has been tolling for more highest industrial iwage yet are allowed to rise into the with 1 h ,. ' ac 

attained by black men in South The most important white skilled categories. :But this a aug • but I feel if I labor. It holds to the hallowed 
than years to organize the Afpca - were actually being union to which he · should be steady progress is not accom- don',t do it, who will? When I Ptinciple that no worker is safe 
70,000 black workers in facto- paid half that amount. able to tum is the 17,000- panled by feelings of security. look at it that way, I ·feel like as long as some are unorganized. 
ries near here that manufacture At the other end of the scale, member Amatgamated · Eng!- "What can you do for me if Superman." Its right-wing rivals believe 
metal products. So far he has he recently came across a plant neering Union-acidly described I lo~ my job?" is the question Whlf;e Unions Divided a white government can be 
signed up fewer than 500 that manufactures steel wool tn by one of Mr. Mafuna's col- most often asked, Mr. Mafuna counted on to see t:hat white 
members. which black women were being leagues as "the European in says. The '11rade Union Council is workers arre protected and giv,en 

Nothing about Mr. Mafuna paid $3.50 a week, a third of the_ woodpile." But that organi- Here again there is not much composed of 70 registered the opportunity to share in 
accounts for this snail's pace. the amount to which they were zatien is reported to be on the he ean promise. In the anon- unions with more than 200,000 what the employer gain.s from 
A keen a.rtfculate young man entitled. Their employer did·not verge ·of breaking with the ymous black labor market-so members. Its nine African cheap wages. 
he mov'es tirelessly from on~ tell them of their rights, only council over its·multlracial prin- anonymous that most concerns unions-all that survives of The right-wing unions appear 
factory gate to another on his that there were plenty of people ciples and of joining the rival record only their employes' Gov- black trade unionism here- to be winning the argument. 
scooter, trying to put across the waiting to take their jobs if South African Confederation of ernment-assigned numbers-the ======================= 
trade union message. they were not sat isfied. ===· ===============~=====I 

It is a heartbreaking almost Mr. Mafuna's ability to rectify 
hopeless task. Under the labor inequities depends entirely on 
laws no union can achieve legal the goodwill and support of the / 
recognition if it has black "re.;stered'' unions in the in
members; it cannot demand du~try, which are either exclu
collective bargaining nghts and sively white or multiracial to 
it cannot strike. Indeed the the extent of including Asians 
word "employe," as defined in or coloreds (persons of mixed 
those laws, specifically excludes blood)· 
blacks. The unregistered engineering 

No white employer has to workers are affiliated with the 
consent to see Mr Ma.fun.a, and Trade Union Council o'f South 
none yet has even though four Africa, a middle-of-the-road 
out of every five workers in mo~ement advocating "the rate 
the industry are black. When 
the workers ask him what he 
can do for them, he cannot 
proml6e improved conditions. 

What he can do 1~ promise 
to help them get the limited 
rights that are theirs. For thts 
particular industry is one in 
which black men are still sup
posed to be paid according to 

:i;>etailed Elegance in ' ROUNDED TOES 
Today's New Spring Fashions 

The Barbizon-Plaza Hotel 
won't lower its high standards 
or raise its rates ••• and now 
includes FREE GARAGE; 

FAMILY PLAN• Children Free. 
24-hr. operator attended elevator sirvlc,. 

The Barbizon-Plaza 





Labour permits being issued R <\~D DAIL\' MAIL, Saturdar, 

UNSKILLED WORK CRISIS 

I his 1s an everyaay :.1..i:r,e 
in Johannesburg as semi
skilled worker's-many of 
whom were born in the 
city - the "dol<t 

Hundreds of 
semi--skilled 

men on 'dole' 
STAFF REPORTER 

WHILE cmplo) er arc racing to recrui t un
skilled worker" from the rural area~, 

hundred,. o{ ~cm i-<1killf"d Africans are etanding 
in the •·,lolc ,,ucuc-.·' in Joluume,.burg. 
With the booming lndustri11l 

development in south Alrlca, the 
fhortage of unskilled labour has 
reached •·critical proportiom." a 
spokesman for the non-European 
Affairs Department said. 

To counter this i;llortai;c, lab
our requisition pPrmlt.~ v.·ere 
being issued, allowing employers 
to bring in workers from the 
rural 11reas. 

But whlle this influx conl!nues. 
urban workers - most of them 
qualified for semi-skilled posi
tions - are out of work. 

Many of these pC'nple haye 
11 orked all their hns m Johan
nesburi;. and through this have 
gr11duated above the manual 
labour cla.,s. 

Phenomenal 
A leading Johannesburg build

Ing contractor admitted ~-ester
d11y that the labour position 1n 
the building industry wa~ "cri
tical." The Industry v.·as moving 
ahead at a phenomenal pace 
and workers were almost Impos
sible to find. "We need the un
~klllcd men - the pick and 
fhovel brigade who arc the 
backbone of the tn1de," he said. 

He added that the industry 
'll'M also 11hort of skilled and 
semi-skilled men. 

''\Ve Pre crying mi. for them 
and immigration just can't sup
ply fast cnou:.zh. There are many 
African workers in the industry 
of handling skllled \\'Ol'k," he 
said. 

Rc~trictiom, 
In Johannesburg and the rest 

or the country more l\nd more 
A!nc11ns are moving Into 
sk11ll'd positions whlle beting 
clas~lfled a~ unskilled. But be
eause of Government restrlc
tions, many o! these people who 
have been trained, cannot be 
employed in the jobs they are 
qualified to do. 

Yesterday Government officials 
confirmed that there was a cri
tical shortage of unskilled labour 
In industry and that "requi.!:i
tlons" for the import.Ing of 

Afric'Rns from the re,er\'es were 
being granted. 



a tragedy, but these things have, of course, 
their place in God's providence, so perhaps 
a better word for it would be a mystery. But 
it is a fact that just as the Weste'rn nations, 
colonising and leading the world, spread 
around it a harsh system of individual com
petition in matters of wealth, an example of 
selfishness, so in this matter they spread a 
system that had not yet adjusted itself to 
providing the needs of life for all in that 
harshly competitive world. It was assumed 
that the needs of the poor and unemployed 
could be sufficiently provided for by indivi
dual acts of charity. The whole idea of wealth 
as being fundamentally commo n in use, and 
the obligation of communities to provide for 
the distresses of their members, had to be 
laboriously restored in the last fifty years, 
when the world was in danger of going Com
munist because of the un-brotherliness of it 
all, by the development of social welfare 
measures: pensions, grants, free hospitalisa
tion; social insurances and so on. 

THE UNIVERSAL CUSTOM 

This was a temporary unnaturalness how
ever. In simpler ways of living all over the 
world, as the teachers know for instance by 
memory of Zulu social law, the obligation of 
supporting the widow and the orphan and 
the incapacitated as a direct natural obliga
tion and duty was always understood. In Afri
can custom it was the duty of the nearest m a le 
relative in authority to provide for the widow 
and the orphan, the man wounded in hunting 
or war, the family whose house burned dovm, 
the house whose crop had failed and so on. 
The social code of the people disgraced a man 
who did not so provide, and his chief would 
have been brought in to correct him. You fi nd 
the same custom from China to Peru, all 
round the world, except as I haye said in 
some societies whose problems of survival had 
led to a lack of natural sense, as for instance 
the Bushman groups, which had to follow 
game at a trot for days, could not manage 
aged people and left them to die of exposure. 
This sen se was often far from perfect. As you 
know African clans often exposed one of twins 
to die, as solution of the problem of feeding 
them could not be visualised. But even in 

Lumen, November, 1962. 

primitive tribes where you might be smelt out 
for witchcraft and victimised the following 
day, or which permitted many brutalities, you 
were sure of a house over your head and food 
while you lived. Tribal life, and rural life, had 
a similar system of providing by the group all 
over the world. 

The provision of social welfare services in 
the European civilisation has an interesting 
history. In the tribes or clans which occupied 
Western Europe, the system was simila r to 
the Bantu system: people were provided for 
by their nearest in kin, or by the clans, which 
close unities. Later in the country the clan 
turned into the Barony, and the feudal land -
owner came to have the duties not only of 
an owner of land, but of a civil magistrate and 
chief. In general he was supposed to provide 
15till used for some pensions, for those on his 
land. But in addition to both of these the 
Church, from the time of the first Christian 
Roman Emperors, three hundred years af ter 
Christ, had been used by the Kings of Europe 
as a social welfare minister. The Emperors 
found that the Bishops of the fourth century 
A.O. had built large hostels for travellers, hos
pitals, orphanages, old age homes, etc., and 
started to endow these. This custom carried 
through into the Middle Ages, and the Church 
had not only voluntary offerings for such pur
poses, but taxes, called tithes, which the 
people had to pay for the general support of 
the Church and its works. So we find, in the 
thirteenth century, for instance, that Bishops, 
monasteries and other Church bodies, which 
also had large properties, were expected to 
provide not only food for the hungry, and 
hospitals, and hostels for pilgrims·, and such 
special services, but even to provide bridges 
in their district and alms houses for the aged, 
etc. As municipalities grew, these too, began 
to provide poor houses, hospitals , etc . . But 
the sudden industrial development of the late 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries increased 
the populations of towns, and disturbed the 
balances of country life The Church was dis
established in most places, i.e. her funds were 
no longer a regular percentage of public 
money, but private cont ribution only. So the 
poor of Europe, a nd where the form of Euro -
p ean society repeated itself, were left between 
two stools. The function of the Church was 
taken away from her, and nothing propor
tionate to the new needs substituted, until 
the Social Welfare system of pensions, grants 
and insurances from public taxation d eveloped 
in the last fifty years. 
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B. In South Africa. 

South Africa has in general adopted th e 
system used throughout the democratic sys
tems of the world of providing for the main 
social disabilities and accidents either by grants 
or pensions made directly from tax money, or 
by assi,stance fro m taxes to sch emes already 
in existence, or by compulsory insurance: i.e. 
in the latter case the person is compelled by 
law to set aside a part of his income in a 
fund from which, if he is disabled o r suffers 
serious loss, a support w ill be paid to him. 

For Europeans these services in South Africa 
compare favourably with other modern coun
tries. But, as is so often the case in this coun
try, a good principle fails to be carried out 
satisfactorily when it crosses the colour divi
sion line. 

We will consider first what is available to 
Africans, .then needs yet to be met. 

( I ) Old Age Pensions are available _to 
Africans after a Means Test: i.e. an amount is 
fixed which it is considered they need for bare 
subsistence, and if they have not glot this much 
income from other sources, it is made up in 
part or in total from the Pension. 

Disability and Blind Pensions are given m 
the same manner, and according to law can 
be given anywhere in the country. Moreover, 
a fact not generally known, they are available 
from the age of sixteen. Lepers' Grants are also 
given. 

The exi,stence of these grants is something 
to recognise as good. But there are various 
disadvantages connected with them known to 
me. You may know others. First the rates are 
very low, varying from R0.24 a year in rural 
areas to R0.65 in large urban areas. Secondly, 
the method of checking up on the persons 
concerned is very bad. The people applying 
for them usually have to appear themselves, 
and we hear horrifying tales of old and infirm 
people crawling in utter exhaustion, or being 
tied on to ponies and reaching the pension 
offices in the state of a hospital case. It should 
be much easier to obtain a power of attorney 
for someone else to represent them, or, as 
is done with Europeans, for some acknow
ledged social figure such as a minister to sign 
a statement that they are alive, and so enable 
someone else to go and draw the pension for 
them .. A question the congress members may 
be able to answer better than I is whether 
the means test is u~ally well applied, or 
whether as in the matter of maintenance grants 
there is an evasion of pay ing out grants on 
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the g~·ounds that the ·rural people are living 
in the Bantu manner, and ' so their nearest 
male relative is responsible for them. 

( 2) Wido,ws' and Ma1ntenance Grants. 

These are paid in towns even to Africans. 
That is, a widow who had only minor ch ildren, 
and was unable to work, could obtain a small 
grant until recently. This is now being evaded 
in two ways. In large locations widows are 
often refused the right to have houses, and 
obliged to remarry or return to their theoreti
cal Bantu area, unless they have an adult son 
to take over the house. In rural areas they are 
being treated as dependents of their husband's 
r elatives according to Bantu cus.tom, and are 
considered to be provided for. The propor
tion of grants allowed in the case of Europeans 
and other non-Europeans for minor children 
of widows is not given either. 

Here there seems to be a grave miustice. 
If a w oman has lived for many years in a 
town location, and her husband worked for 
and in that town, she has an established right 
th ere. It may be cruelly difficult for h er to 
give up all her friends, go to a Bantu area 
where she is a strang'er and possibly unwPl
come, perhaps if she is a Christian, be sub
jected, with her children, to a pagan brother
in-law' s whims, lose contact with schools, etc. 
In fact, if she has been married in community 
of property she should now be treated as the 
guardian of, and householder for, h er chil
dren. The same applies to women moved to 
reserves from farms. As regards the woman 
whose home is in the reserve area, while some 
of these objections have less force, still it may 
be an undue subjection for a Christian woman. 

:It seems that a very g rave lack in the 
present social welfare system for Africans is 
a proper provision for the maintenance of 
widows who cannot work, because of commit
ments in looking after a family of minors, and 
grants proportionate to their needs. The o ld 
system in which the widow and children fitted 
into the land work and general balances of the 
clan has now gone,, wjth the reduction of 
African lands and cattle to a fraction only of 
what is needed for support. 

( 3) Apart from the state pensions and 
grants South Africa has the system of covering 
industrial accidents and loss of work by 
Woll:"kmen'/s, Compensation and Unemployment 
Benefiits. The first is available to all who are 
injured while working legally for another per
son. It varies according to the de~ree of in-

( Continued ou Page 24) • 
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MALNUTRITION - A NATIONAL PROBLEM 
During the past few months there has been 

much dis'Pute in the press and in many inter
ested circles as to whether malnutrition is a 
national problem in South Africa, or particu. 
larly among the African peoples. Two factors 
have sparked off this discussion. The 
first is the setting up of the Nutrition Cor
poration of South Africa Limited (Kupu
gani). This non-profit organization has been 
doing a tremendous amount of good by en
deavouring to bring either free or reduced 

I 

WAS 

HUNGRY 
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price foods to Africans more particulary in 
the rural areas'. M 1uch of this valuable work 
has been reported in the press. 

The second factor that has sparked off the 
dispute is the appearance of an Institute of 
Race Relations brochure. This little work 
written by Karl Keyter is called "Industrial 
Feeding of African Workers". This brochure 
raises tremendous probems and is well worth 
the attention that it is obtaining. A sum
mary of its contents is' as follows:-
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The P ur pose of the Investiga tion . An investi
ga tion, lasting from June to O ctober, 196 1, 
was conducted to exam ine the followi n g 
questions: 

1. What ale the reactions and attitudes of 
African workers to industrial feeding and 
how do these influence support of any 
feeding scheme? 

2. To what extent doeS' dietary deficiency 
exist among unS'killed African labourers 
who are not fed at work, and to what 
extent will feeding improve their health? 

3. Is industrial feeding likely to increase fac
tory production? 

4 . To what extent do canteen facilities exist 
in Pretoria, Germiston, and Johannesburg, 
and how can industrial feeding be 
extended so that all workmen in a parti
cular industrial area, and not only in a 
particular factory, can receive the benefit 
of adequate feeding? 

:>. How can industrial feeding, together with 
other measures, overcome the wider prob
lem of malnutrition in the African com
munity at large? 

Brief Summary of Information Obtained. 

1. Readions and attitudes of unskilled 
workers not fed at work. 

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 
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Of 1,037 workers questioned in Pretoria 
and Germiston, 1,034 stated that they 
would find extra money more acceptable 
than food. 

Of 692 workers questioned in Pretoria, 
39 per cent. (270) said they would 
neither support a canteen with reason
able prices, nor one providing free food; 
1 3 per cent. ( 9 0) said they would sup
port a canteen with reasonable prices, 
but would not accept free food; and 48 
per cent. ( 3 3 2) said they would be 
willing to accept both. 

Ignorance of food values: 
Of 7 30 workers in Pretoria, 7 1 3 consid
ered thick maize porridge healthier than 
brown bread; 2 5 0 consid ered mealie rice 
healthier th an p o tatoes; and 246 consid
ered fermen te d m aize gruel h ealthier than 
sour milk. 

2. The. worker's health. 

( a ) L ower-paid non compound workers te n 
d ed to reduce on their home meals, w h e n 
th ey were fe d at work. 

(b) Higher-paid compound workers b ought 
fruit and milk more frequently than did 
lower-paid workers. 

( c) As the size of an urban African house
hold increases expenditure on grain pro
ducts also increas·es; expenditure on veg
etables and milk remains constant; and 
expenditure on meat fluctuates. 

( d) Of 600 unskilled workers in Pretoria, 20 
per cent ate no vegetables and 29 per 
cent ate them less than five times a week; 
32 per cent drank no milk whatsoever 
and 70 per cent drank it les's than five 
times a week; 6 1 per cent consumed no 
fruit and 8 1 per cent consumed it less 
than twice a, week. 

3. Increase of factory production. 

One firm reported a 40 per cent rise in 
production within four months after introdu
cing a feeding scheme, and another firm re
ported a 5 3 per cent decrease in absenteeism 
over a three-month period. 

4. Extent of canteen facilities . 

Questionnaires were sent to 870 employers 
in Germiston, Pretoria and Johannesburg. Of 
these, 36 per cent replied from Germiston, 
30. 1 per cent from Pretoria, and 35 per cent 
from Johannesburg. 

(a) The small firm: There were hardly any 
canteen facilities at smaller firms em
ploying 10 to 20 workers·. Of 34 such 
firms in Pretoria who replied to the ques
tionnaire only two fed their workers; of 
16 Germiston firms only one; and of 40 
Johannesburg firms only two. 

These firms did not regard feeding as 
feasible because their workers were either 
continually on the move or too few to 
justify the expense. 

(b) The larger firm: At firms employing 20 
or more workers, canteen facilities were 
more prevalent in iGermiston than in 
Johannesburg and Pretoria. Of 38 Ger
miston firms who replied to the question
naire, 2 1 fed their workers; of 66 Pre
toria firms 1 8 did so; and of 104 Johan
nesburg firms', 1 6. 

5. Industrial feeding and other measures as a 
means of combating malnutrition. 
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tlfow @hristians 

1 . Useful Knowledge. 

Catholics often say they want to know more 
about the great mysteries of their faith. But 
about one of these they are inclined to lose 
heart. Can we know• anything, apart from the 
few simple statements of the Catechism, about 
the First and Last Mystery, the life of God 
within Himself? - the Holy Trinity, It seems 
too far removed from us plodders on earth 
to grasp anything of this eternal glory. 

A very practical man, St. Augustine, who 
pre?ched much to ordinary congregations, 
said this of this mystery of the Holy Trinity: 

In no matter is it harder to learn even a 
little. 

In no matter is it easier to fall into error. 
ln no matter is even a little learnt more 

useful. 
The last word is interesting!. We are inclined 

to feel that the useful doctrine is that about 
which we can do something, like the com
mandments and the examples of Christ. lt is 
like Martha. She thought it was more impor
tant to feed Our Lord than to listen to Him, 
while Mary sat and listened. 

OT LEi\RNED 

I N BOO K S 

ALONE 

Lumen, N ovember, 1962. 

But often a person who spends time in the 
meditation of high mysteries does more even 
in the practical world than one who is too 
much occupied doing things. He may come 
out like a fire from this solitary contemplation 
of God - like St. John the Baptist from the 
desert - and do more in a short time than 
others in much time. He may learn far more 
not only about God, but about himself and 
other people. 

"Look into Me, and see the beauty of my 
rational creature," said God to Catherine of 
Siena in her Dialogue. We cannot even under
stand humans without understanding God. 

2. TheTrinity within Man. 

God has various ways of revealing Himself. 
In the Scriptures he revealed the mystery of 
the Holy Trinity by words and by actions. Our 
Lord gave us three names in which to Bap
tise, and from various words of the New Tes
tament the Church made the clear statement 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity of Persons in 
One God as we have it in the Catechism. 
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Holy Spirit, by Understanding and Wisdom 
beyond the measure of man 's abihies. 

The second value is to understand ourselv es 
and others. As we must learn this value by 
seeing Christ in ourselves and others, by lov
ing Hirn in all His brothers, so we must learn 
by seeing the Image of the Holy Trinity. We 
sinners, and our friends ( and enemies), sin
ners, are alike in this. We are an image olij 
God's interior life, immortal and burdened 

with freedom by , .,hich we can mcrease or 
destroy the ima~e of God in us. We are so 
to speak launched into time and space until 
we are ready to be called back to the Mystery 
of which we are a !ikene~:s. Already, to those 
united to God by Christ, the gift of the in
dwelling of the Three Persons has been given; 
to many who appear far from Hirn now as 
well as many that show more of His likeness. 
We must honour, serve and love, in each 
other, God whose temples we are. 

*** 

AN AFFAIR OF THE KNEES 
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* SOCIAL SERVICES ~ 

jury and disablement for work, and if there is 
total disablement can only be a lump sum of 
three hundred pounds, or R25 annually. This 
is obviously quite insufficient for . a man who 
may have a family. Unemployment Benefit is 
only available to those who earn regularly 
R360 a year. Since only a fraction of the Afri
can population earn this, and those who are 
already poorest and n eed it most cannot ob
tain it, this service is as yet of little help to 
Africans. 

The whole of this system of limitation of 
grants for Africans, and limitation of the stan
dards of the grants so that they are only about 
one-third of what is available to Coloureds, 
and one-sixth of those for Europeans, is based 
in part on the theory that Africans are still 
living tribally, and so do not need modern 
social welfare measures. This, however, is sim
ply not true. The reserves are now wholly 
dependent on the cash wages of the men who 
leave them to work in towns, mines a n d ;n
dustries. The age of tribal subsistence economy 
has gone, and the lands proportionate to it 
no longer exist, and Africans as a whole, eighty 
per cent or more in the whole union depend 
U;Jo n cash wages and need these services as 
others, the more so on account of their ex
treme poverty which makes saving almost an 
imp ossiblity to most. 

In addition to this, it is stated that the Afri
cans do not pay a sufficient proportion of the 
taxes to make it equitable to give them such 
services from taxes. The same is, of course, 
stated in relation to grants for education. But 
this is a vicious circle. The only reason that 
they do not earn more, and so cannot pay 
more taxes, is because they are not allowed to 
do skilled work, and so not able to earn a 
reasonable amount . Moreover, they hav'! no 
effective industrial representation, so that they 
are paid, by the agreement of all experts, 
wages far below the level of their needs, and 
can make no effective protest against this. 
While it may be true at present that the tax 
money does not exist to provide these ser
vices in any markedly higher degree, it is only 
a further condemnation of the selfish, un
reasonable system, which prevents them doing 
the work of w hich they are capable. 

( 4) Magistrate-Commissioners hold in ad
dition to the grants already mentioned small 
sums for ,Emergency Relief. This is not much 
publicised , for the people are so needy they 
could not cope with the demands made upon 
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them were it widely known. The sums are very 
small and only used for special crises. 

( 5) Health and Hospital Services. South 
Africa can show an impressive expenditure for 
these. It is becoming recognised in the demo
cratic countries of the world that modern 
health services are so expensive that free hos
pitals for the poorer people are a n ecessity, 
or at least those in which they only pay a part 
of the cost of their treatment. The same g e n
eral principle is being applied in the institu
tion of state-aided clinics and health centres, 
the free provision of vaccination, etc. 

Few districts in South Africa have no hos
pitals, either g·overnment or subsidised mission 
hospitals, and often additional clinics for out
patients , within a distance it is possible for 
people to erach. These hospitals normally 
send ambulances almost any distance, at im
mense cost - e .g. to send an ambulance from 
Edendale Hospital to U nderberg to take an 
African patient into the hospital, as is done 
ipso facto if a doctor calls for it, costs the 
taxes at least Rl 0. The costs of keeping a man 
in hospital today, even with the relatively poor 
food and bedding that Africans receive, but 
with the attention of fully qualified doctors 
which they also receive, is about thirty shillings 
a day - nearly the same each day as the m an 
pays in taxes for a year ! One individual may 
so be kept for months, and in addition given 
operations that, should he pay for them, might 
cost anything from R50 to R500 . We have 
to recognise here that something really is being 
done. 

Yet even h ere we cannot help seeing serious 
failures. First of all the distances to hospitals 
and clinics, although not great, are often be
yondi the means of the people. Now is such 
a fantastically expensive service to be exten
ded and multiplied? The answer is again the 
same: by permitting Africans to do work that 
will enable them to earn more and to con
tribute more to the taxation required, to pay 
a part of their individual hospital services as 
Europeans do now; by pushing up wage rates 
in existin g occupations; by multiplication of 
smaller centres which can deal with lesser 
cases nearer the people's homes. 

The lecture you are to have on malnutri
tion will show you another strange thing about 
this. The amount of money spent on keeping 
a baby with malnutrition two days in hos
pital would g ive the same baby a glass of 
milk every day for a year. If more of the 
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money of the country was spent on prevention 
of disease by seeing that the poor had suffi
cient food, half the cases now dealt with in 
medical wards, T. B., malnutrition, gastro-en
teritis, would never happen. 

It is true that much has been done, but 
there is behind the p resent situation the illogic 
of causing people to lose their health by pover
ty and starvation, then spending lavishly on 
the cure of a few. 

C. Individual Initiative. 

Educated men with a social sense can do a 
very great deal in these matters in various 
ways. First, they can assist people with less 
knowledge by letting them know the grants 
that are available, which are often unknown 
to the more old-fashioned and less literate. 
If you keep these grants in mind, consider in 
your acquaintance, or in your district around, 
p eople who appear to be in destitution, assist 
them to get forms from magistrate· s courts, 
make applications, etc., much more can yet 
be made of the facilities that already exist. 

Questions such as that of the old and dis
abled who cannot get to pension-paying cen
tres, the status of widows, malnutrition are 
such as are much more likely to get an easy 
hearing than matters with immediate political 
implications, more likely to make matter 
where both chiefs and politicians, who so often 
disag1-"ee, will be ready to assist local effort to
gether. Moreover, they strengthen the bonds 
of wider political effort, concentrating on the 
direct necessities of mercy and life. 

But when all this has been said, something 
else must be a dded. However much people 
may sincerely try to make Social Security and 
~ocial Welfare systems perfect they will al
ways remain very imperfect. Neither pensions, 
nor insurance, can ever cover the multiple 
accidents that happen to man. Assure a man 
his pension and he may lose it on the way 
home (I have known of a case of a blind 
man who dropped his on the floor of the pc;st 
office as he went out), or he may have it 
stolen, or he may get drunk and waste it. In
sure his house against hail and it may be de
stroyed by white ants. Provide all with work 
through labour bureaux and some will still be 
too lazy to work. Put up a hospital, and some 
will not be able to reach it. Institute a perfect 
co-operative system in a district, and the whole 
district may suffer a flood or tornado. Make 
the most perfect form of economic organisa
t ion and some official will bungle it and the 
whole country suffer. There does not exist any 

26 

infallible remedy for all social ills, and anyone 
who promises you one is a quack. 

For this reason, however much we may in
sist on people helping, insuring and providing 
for each other in their community to the full
est degree demanded by natural justice, still 
there will be accidents, sicknesses, losses, 
catastrophes, mistakes and it will always be 
necessary for any system to be supplemented 
by the plain generosity of individuals and their 
personal service. 

It is here that the Works of Mercy and of 
love as taught by Christ will always be neces
sary. To be ready to give money, to give time, 
to give study and energy to the needs of 
others is an absolutely essential part of the 
vocation to the love of God in man. To lend 
without despairing, to give a bed for the night 
to the traveller, to visit the prisoner, to assist 
the sick, to help others find work, to provide 
a vehicle to take some cripple to hospital, or 
a horse, to help a man rebuild his house dam
aged by a storm, to help a widow with the 
heavy work, to adopt orphans (for there are 
now African orphans in towns), to i.a ke them 
for their holidays, to invite a man you know 
is short of food to your own table not mind
ing whether his coat is as clean as yours, to 
put money in the plate in Church for the works 
of mercy of the Church, to help simple people 
with passes and permits, to pay for the bookE 
of a child whose parents cannot send him to 
school , to help a physically weak man at 
ploughing or harvesting, to catch his lost beast 
for him, to mend his tap or fetch something 
for him from the store . . . the acts which 
make up for the failures of all social security 
will be necessary as long as men exist. To 
them Our Lord gave a very great value in 
the description of the Day of Judgmrnt. I 
speak here only of the corporal works of 
mercy. There are, of course, also the spiritual. 

In addition to this curing of the hardships 
of life by love, it must be remembered that 
there are some social services that can never 
be done as well by public action as by private. 
Few institutions, however good, can give to 
an orphan the same advantages as even a very 
poor home, where there is a family love to 
continue after childhood. Ancient people can 
be put in homes, but they far prefer a family 
that loves them, the feel of ordinary folks 
around. The sick would often be happier at 
home, with a little help from some neighbour, 
than in the best hospital in the world. A mad
man, or an habitual drunkard, or a gangster 
youth may resist all systematic and official 
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correction, and respond to the first real act of 
friendliness and love. There is no end to the 
Graces God gives, through Christ, in such 
work for his least ones. 

It is even a fact, which they discovered in 
New Zealand, that if social security codes are 
too complete, and people made too secure, 
they lose their initiative and the sense of need 
to work, and the whole thing collapses. This 
is a stage a hundred years beyond ·anything 
yet provided for Africans in South Africa. 
But it is something to be thought of, as we 
energetically labour to get the balances of 
justice attended to in those services I have 
been speaking of. 

Not only as individuals, but in Catholic 
associations, in an intimate manner, much 
more of these works of mercy could be de
veloped. I cannot help feeTing that every 
Catholic association, even if it has a special
ised programme. would always gain greater 

zeal by the deliberate and orderly underta~
ing, as a body ,of some such special works o'f 
mercy; provision for people in temporary il.1-
ness or loss of employment; work seeking for 
the unemployed; anything that demands of 
them as a body a special direct effort. It is 
possible to act too much as an enclosed body, 
and ignore outsiders, which is a mistake Catho
lics often make. But it is a fact that we do 
in a way owe services first among those near
est to us not only in kin, but even in faith. 
We owe it to the good name of Christ to' make 
ourselves as much as possible a social unity 
corresponding to the spiritual unity we profess, 
an evidence of the truth of the Mystical Body 
of Christ. We must also be apostolic, and look 
outwards; have a full citizen sense and act 
with those who are our fellow citizens, what
ever their faith or no faith. There is no real 
opposition here. If charity begins true at home, 
it will rapidly grow to absorb everyone. 
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* CHRISTL\i\""S IX POLITICS 

H'uman Relations. 
It is true to say, however, that the chief 

failure of the European has not been in the 
directly political sphere, nor in the economic 
or educational spheres, but in the sphere of 
human relations. The white man has brought 
law and order and justice and a higher stan
dard of living. With it he sometimes brought 
exploitation, greed and the abuse of power. 
Even these things, however, are part of a 
passing phase and are not the most resented 
- at worst the present position is better than 
what went before. 

What is bitterly resented, and what strikes 
fire in the heart of the black man, is the failure 
of the white man to acknowledge his dignity 
as a man. The white man has brought much, 
but he has not brought love. He has not been 
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willing to give of himself. He has accepted 
the African as a labourer, but not as a fellow

·worker. 

Even where white men have devoted their 
whole lives to serving Africa, often under 
the most trying conditions of climate, they 
have often failed to bring love. They have 
remained aloof and superior, asserting always 
the innate natural superiority of the white man. 
They have nearly always' hurt the black man 
in his pride and his dignity as a human being 
and a child of God. 1There has never been the 
basis of equality as human beings. It is this 
that has bred bitterness. 

If white Catholics in the political and public 
field cannot bridge that gap , then they will 
have failed in their function as members of 
the Mystical Body of Christ in South Africa. 
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EDITORIAL 

I N America the season of autumn that we are 
now entering is known as 'The Fall' . Cer
tainly the season is properly named . For as 
the days become shorter, the world round 

about us seems to be shortening. Growth slows 
up as winter approaches. The darkness becomes 
longer and men themselves seem to grow sadder. 

On the world scene the first man has been 
shot into space. Thereby science has opened up 
a new age for mankind . In South Africa, May 
31 st will bring us_ a new beginning. On that day, 
South Africa, fo r better or tor worse, will become 
a Republic. Througho ut Africa the glamour of 
independencv has already started to fade over 
many African states . Befo;:e us lies Africa to be 
made. 

Why should a r.i agazine such a Lumen which 
is professedly Christian interest itself in the t!l ing, 
round about it and, more particularly, in matters 
such as politics-the independence of count~ies 
- in social matters? Some people may well ask 
what should the Church have to· do with politics. 

Let it be clearl y stated that the Church and 
the State are independent, each working in it, 
own sphere. The State cares for the material 
needs of man, the Church for the spiritual, but 
the fi ne line of where the authority of the Chu rc::-i 
and that of the State begins anci ends is some
times diff icult to define. 

The reason why the Church is interested in 
the general affairs of mankind is that man is one; 

'£..,umett 
The Voice of the Catholic African Leaders 

VOL. XIII , No. 2. MAY-JULY, 1961. 

Ed itor's Address: "LUMEN", 

P.O . Box 941 , 

Pretorio. 

Lumen, May, 1961 

he is an integral being. Man is not a body and 
a soul; he is a body-soul combination. The person 
that is striving for eternity is a person that can 
only strive fo r etern al values by going through 
and living in a family, a school, at his work, in 
society and in the world . It is the same man who 
is touched by both Church and State. 

What then is the exact nature of the interest 
of the Church in society? In the fi rst place, the 
Church will always clearly define and defend the 
rights of man. Maladjustments in such rights 
very often involve moral wrongs . Secondly, the 
Church, enlightened by the teach ing of Chri , t, 
defines and defends the insti tutions ot society that 
are not dependent on the arbi tra ry whim of th is 
or tha t man or Government, bu t arc inborn in 
the very nature of man as a social being. Thus 
the Church will defend certain aspects of fa mily 
li fe ; maintain the payment of just wages in an 
endeavour to define in general the p lace of man 
in society and in the world . lt is the Church's 
business to be concerned about the value
structure of man and the society in which he lives. 

How will the Ch urch exercise this concern? 
In two ways. First of all s!le will define clearly 
or endeavour to define, the principles underlying 
man an d his actions. Secondly, the men in the 
Church will endeavour to realize these p rinciple3 
in practical forms . Thirdly, the people in the 
Church, namely Christi ans, will ACT in putting 
these principles into practice. 

By some people L umen has been criticised for 
being too religious. In reply we merely say that 
wha t is true must be said and religious truth is 
all-embracive. Just as God is the centre of 
reality so also the religious values are root values. 

Others have criticised Lumen for being too 
political. In answer to this criticism we merely 
say this, that where human and defined values are 
being either denied or warped, then we must 
speak. 

As a final comment on the position of Chris
tianity in society, we may say this-every Chris
ti an imbued with principles and values must, 
when he fi nds a situation that is bad, endeavour 
to his utmost to do what he can to relieve that 
situation . Now is the time to A ct. 



AFRICAN 

MATRICULATION 

RESULTS 

Without a doubt the establishment of the 
Bantu Education Department has contributed 
considerably towards the advancement of educa
tion in South Africa. This fact is acknowledged 
by any objective observer. There are, however, 
certain factors in the present system of so-called 
Bantu Education which have merited comment 
on the part of many interested persons. One 
such defect has been the Matriculation Results of 
1960. A fairly accurate analysis of these results 
was made in an Editorial of the Natal Witness, 
February 14, 1961. The editorial states: 

2 

"T11e recent publication of the African Mat
riculation results for 1960 was-a horrifying 
event. In the whole of South Africa, 958 
Africans wrote the examination of the Joi:it 
Matriculation Board. 

"Of these, 52 attained Matriculation stan
dard, 126 obtained school-leaving certificates, 
44 results are pending, and 736 failed. There 
were three first-class Matriculation passes. ln 
1959, 1,161 pupils sat for the examination: 
110 Matriculated, 152 obtained school-leaving 
certificates and 899 failed . . . What is one 
to make of all this? How is it that African 
education in South Africa is being conducted 
so disastrously? 

"The most important and deadly event in 
the history of education in South Africa was 
the passing of the Bantu Education Act in 
1953. The aim of the Act was, of course, 
that all education of African people should 
pass into the hands of the Government. It is 
fairly normal that education should gradually 
become mainly the responsibility of the 
Government; but it was obvious from the first 
that the commandeering of African schools by 
the Nationalists would undo, not build upon, 
what had been done already. 

"Almost five thousand of the six thousand 
African schools which were in existence in 
1952 had been built and run by missionaries, 
though these schools had for the past thirty 

years received aid from the State. These 
schools were in 1953 asked to hand themselves 
over completely to the Government. Ma:i.y 
felt that they had no sane alternative and did 
so; other schools would have nothing to do 
with the new dispensation _and closed down 
completely; others (mainly Roman Catholic 
schools) decided to carry on as best they could 
without State aid (which was finally withdrawn 
at the end of 1957). 

"It appears now that the distinguishing 
features of 'Bantu Education' (from the first 
it promised to be different from ordinary edu
cation) are its inefficiency and its corruption. 
Most African schools are now 'Community 
Schools' and are apparently run by the African 
people themselves; but upon all serious matters 
there is fixed the distant and bureaucratic yet 
observant and prejudiced eye of Pretoria. 
Moreover, the School Boards and School 
Committees have largely usurped the power of 
the headmasters, and so many schools are easy 
prey to the stupidity and venality of the mob 
(headmasters have sometimes been sacked by 
their School Boards, for example, for refusing 
to pass weak pupils). And there is a shortage 
of well-qualified teachers; many dedicated and 
experienced missionaries and White lay 
teachers have been prevented by the Act from 
continuing their life's work; and many intelli
gent African teachers have refused to surren
der themselves to a life of State and School 
Board supervision, poor pay and heart-break
ing work." 

It is interesting to note that the Bantu Educa
tion Journal endeavours to analyse the causes for 
the poor matriculation results in its issue • of 
March, 1961. Twenty-three causes are noted 
and, in partial agreement with the above, the 
causes given are largely to do with incompetency, 
for instance, some of those noted are incom
petency of some teachers, weak control exercised 
by the principal, slackness and lack or earnest
ness on the part of pupils etc. 
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Talking of this "Scandal of Bantu Education", 
the Natal Witness goes on to say: 

"Certainly many more Africans are going to 
school nowadays; it is one of the Government's 
proudest boasts . But children are being 
poured into the lower primary schools in two 
shifts a day; the result of this is that teachers 
are teaching less well (for there are no shifts 
for teachers ) and pupils are spending less time 
in school. Very many Africans do not get 
beyond Standard II, which has been made a 
sort of hurdle; yet even those who do move up 
through the schools are not properly taught. 

"All this has been made worse by some of 
the Nationalist Government's inevitabl~ 
'theories'. All education up to Standard VI 
has to be conducted in the mother tongue (this 
artificial rule cause5 numerous difficulties), 
and then from Standard VII onwards, pupils 
are suddenly expected to learn through th-~ 
medium of English or Afrikaans! 

"But these last innovations have not yet had 
their effect upon the Matriculation results. 
What has happened already in the secondary 
schools? Many are approaching their final 
examinations, but very few are passing it. 

"Natal's five Government Bantu schcols 
suffer badly from the shortage of well-trained 
teachers. Their pupils suffer from the fact 
that they are now obliged to write both English 
and Afrikaans in Matric. Before 1953, they 
were allowed to write one European language 
(usually English) as well as their own African 
language; and that gave them considerable 
difficulty. And now they have to write both a 
second and third language; it is hardly surpris
ing that so many of them fail to obtain the re
quired standard in either language. 

"But these regulations apply to all African 
matriculants so the church schools are dragged 
down as well. Yet they still manage to get 
results which put the Government schools to 
shame." 

In this connection, it is very interesting to note 
the matriculation results of the Catholic Mission 
Schools. In the Church's schoo ls there were 145 
entrants for the examination. 51 of these passed. 
17 had to write supplementaries and 77 fai led. 
When these figures are read in comparison with 
the over-all picture, it is to be remarked that in 
Catholic schools 35% of the pupils obtained out
right passes as compared with 18% throughout 
the country. As far as is known, in Catholic 
schools there was about a 50% failure, whereas 
in the whole of South Africa the failure percen
tage was about 75%. What is particularly note-
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worthy is that almost 30% of the children who 
passed Standard X ( 51 out of 178) were in 
Catholic schools. This is a very high percentage 
when it is borne in mind that in grand totals the 
Catholic Church is only about 6% of African 
education. 

We go on with a quotation from the Natal 
Witness: 

"What are we to say about these things? The 
most terrible part of the story is that what we 
have been revealing is probabiy not a National
ist failure but a Nationalisr success. The 
Government has got what it wanted; very few 
Africans are passing the Matriculation, and it 
seems likely that fewer will pass every year. 

"There are two attitudes which Nationalists 
can take up in this matter. One is this: 'Now 
you see these people are too unintelligent to 
pass the examination.' The other attitude (it is 
the other side of the coin) is this: 'Poor Bantu! 
How foolish to expect them to take such a 
difficult and Western examination! Surely 
they must have an examination suited to their 
needs-an examination which many can pass.' 

"And so Africans will get their own Matricu
lation (they already have their own Junior 
Certificate f" · 
We may well ask what is the Catholic attitude 

towards this position? Three comments may be 
made. Firstly, the Catholic Church will en
deavour to maintain a high standard in its secon
dary schools. Despite the almost insuperabl 
obstacles, it will do so-finance being not the 
least of these. The Church has always main
tained its right to educate Catholic children. The 
Government is now endeavouring to restrict en
rolment in Catholic schools to Catholics only. 
If there are still non-Catholics in our secondary 
schools, the Church will endeavour to give them 
the best education possible. 

Secondly, the Church has always maintained 
that the parents have a right to send their chil
dren to the school of their choice. The Catholic 
Church will always uphold the right of parents 
to do so. Thirdly, although in the Catholic Mis
sion Schools the Bantu Education Syllabuses 
have to be followed, yet in atmosphere and 
approach, the Church will always endeavour to 
give as universal an education as possible. It 
will endeavour to see that the children and par
ticularly those in secondary schools, obtain an 
education which is not restricted to a narrow par
tisan or tribal point of view, but is as wide as the 
world particularly in its presentation of values. 
Catholic education for Africans will always 
remain Catholic-that is universal. 
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PEOPLE~ 
AND THEIR 

PRAYERS 

PACEMAKER 

1. IF ... 
If Kennedy, Macmillan, Kruschev, Mao Tse

tung and De Gaulle all attended Mass together, 
really giving their heart to what they were doing, 
there could be no world war-cold or hot. 

If Kasavubu, Lumumba and Tshombe had all 
attended Mass together, giving their heart to 
what they were doing, the Congo would not have 
been split. 

If Verwoerd, Luthuli, De Villiers Graaff and 
Sobukhwe all at tended Mass together, all giving 
their heart to what they were doing, South Africa 
would become One. 
2. GOING TO MASS TOGETHER 

If they attended Mass together they would 
remember that there is one God and Father of all. 

If they attended Mass together they would 
know that the Son of God prayed that we might 
be one as He and the Father are One. 

If they attended Mass together they would 
know that it was His way to be willing to die, and 
become the other's food, sooner than that the 
other should perish. 
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3. LOOKING IN THE WRONG PLACE 
Where I live two sparrows had their nest blown 

away in a storm. Afterwards the poor things 
came tapping on all our windows looking for 
their eggs . H you do not find what your nature 
needs in the right place you go looking for it in 
the wrong place. 

Man is made to seek and fi nd God. He is 
aware of incompleteness in himself and the need 
of God. If he does not find God in the right 
place he starts attaching the divine importance to 
lesser things: science or sex or social perfection . 

If people do not worship God with full heart 
and understanding they begin to give the Adora
tion due to God to their money, or their girl , or 
their people or volk, or their leader or pro
letariate. Then the trouble starts. 
4. SOCIAL ORGANISATION 

Social Organisation is only a union of men and 
groups of men , and what applies to men applies 
to it. If it does not worship God in the true 
manner it begins to worship people, or culture, 
or volk, or proletariate. 

If there are several groups, each worshipping 
something of its own, and feeling bound to die 
for it, you get unresolvable conflict. 

If on the other hand all worship one God and 
Father of all, knowing that the Son of G?d 
thouoht it better to die than to let the other die, 
you have a cement for social organisation: lov~. 

The quickest solution of all problems rn this 
country would be if everyone went to Mass 
together, and received communion together_, giv
ing their whole heart to what theye were domg. 
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• 
T HE editor of LUMEN (in common with 

most other editors) requires articles. In 
fact, if LUMEN is to live and go on from 

strength to strength, the editor must get a con
tinuous supply of mature articles from Non-white 
leaders. 

I recently had the good fortune to help in a 
survey for LUMEN, during the course of which 
several African teachers were asked to contri
bute articles. From their replies, it was obvious 
that, although willing to do so, they had no idea 
how to go about it. 

The advice which follows will hold good, not 
only for LUMEN but for contributions to papers 
and magazines in general. Let me say at the 
outset that there is a great need for sincere and 
capable Non-white writers in the political and 
social field. Payment is usually rewarding. 

F irst of all , having decided on the subject 
matter, find a market for it, or, as in the case 
of LUMEN, having found a market, decide what 
to write. Remember that you must tailor your 
article to a magazine's requirements. In all 
things, the editorial policy governs. It would 
be of no use to send a farming survey to a 
medical journal. So also with LUMEN, you 
must confine your writing within the limits of 
the editorial policy. 

How does one learn the editorial policy of a 
magazine or newspaper. The simplest (and the 
most rewarding) method is to study back num
bers of the paper to which you wish to 
contribute. 

LUMEN requires articles with a social rather 
than a plain political leaning; this is not to say 
that a mature political article is 'out'. A good 
article, however, does not just attack - it must 
be practical rather than simply critical and en
deavour to build rather than tear down. In style, 
articles should be written in good, simple 
English and be sharp and to the point without 
repetition of ideas. 
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To acquire a good style, remember that, after 
writing, a writer's most beneficial practice is to 
read. 

The next thing to watch out for is the length 
of your contribution. There is no sense in sending 
2,000 words to an editor who only requires 500. 
Again, read the back numbers to determine 
which lengths an editor requires . . Remember 
that lengths are more or less approximate and 
one- or two-letter words are usually disregarded. 

Your subj ect, unless very topical, should not 
have been treated in recent issue . 

One of the most important things in 
submitting an article is the checking and pre
sentation of the MS. 

Far too many new writers neglect to thoroughly 
check their work. Often MSS are sent to editors 
with careless, avoidable mistakes - typing errors, 
misspellings, spacing and paragraphing errors, 
mistakes in grammar. The paper should be clean 
and not creased , clipped together with a wire 
paper clip - not stapled, or fastened with a rusty 
pin. After all , if you want to sell your bicicyle, 
you will clean and oil it first. 

MSS are best typewritten, but editors under
stand that not everybody can afTord a machine. 
Where MSS are handwritten, they must be pains
takingly clear and easy to read. Try them out 
on your friends first. Make certain that the 
letters of your typewriter are absolutely clean, 
by using a pin or a toothbrush . The ribbon too 
should be in perfect condition . 

Use one side of the paper only and use double 
spacing only. Leave a margin of at least three
quarters of an inch. If the sub-editor has not 
enough space to note suggestions and make cor
rections, your article will probably be rejected on 
the spot. 

Use good, quarto-sized paper. It is always ad
visable to make a carbon copy, as MSS are often 
mislaid or lost. 
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The title of your work ( with your name un
derneath) should be in the centre of a separate 
cover-sheet. The subject matter must not appear 
on this page. Your address should be printed on 
the top right-hand corner; only when you are 
writing under a pen-name need you put your 
proper name above the address ( it will then not 
be published). 

On the first page of your subject-matter, leave 
room for the sub-editor to work by putting your 
title and name about half way down the page. 
Then, below these begin your subject matter. 

Sign your work on the last page. Enclose the 
MS in a stout envelope, together with another 

PI\ESE~r·r YOUI\ 
'l'lt--r~t PUl~Cl-1 

The accompanying article on "How to go 
about Writing for Lumen" is full of sound prac
tical advice. Now, you have reached the point 
where you know how to select your subject, how· 
to present it and how to post it . But there you 
sit. The actual writing has to be done. How to 
start that neatly written or perfectly typed 
article? I'll go so far as to let you into what 
I consider the real secret of writing: know your 
subject and write with conviction. 

Whether you are writing an article or a story, 
or even a poem, it is essential to be really at home 
with your subject and to care about what you 
are going to say. 

Well and good. But the page is so horribly 
blank. How to start? That is the crux of the 
matter. To make a good beginning. Every 
journalist knows the importance of a good start, 
of making some impact on the reader with that 
introduction. There must be punch in the 
opening paragraph or you'll fail to' capture your 
reader's interest - let alone hold it - and pos
sibly he will turn on to the next article or story 
without giving you a further chance. 

No matter how good the development of your 
thought, no matter how well you express your 
ideas in the heart of the article, it will be largely 
wasted effort if your opening paragraph is weak 
and without character. 

So give the matter careful thought. Decide 
what your most important point is, what you are 
really trying to "put across" and present it 
boldly. You may not develop that particular idea 
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envelope, correctly stamped and addressed to 
yourself. If you are submitting to an editor out
side South Africa, send International or Common
wealth Reply Coupons instead of stamps. There 
is no need in the case of short works to send a 
covering letter. · 

One word of advice ~ do not be disappointed 
if you fail to get into print at your first attempt. 
Most of the great writers have hundreds of re
jection slips to prove their early struggles. So, 
waste no more time. Get started! There are 
editors waiting for your work. 

C. T . O ' CEIRIN. 

at this stage; you may digress and go back to it 
later in the article, but bring it out boldly at the 
start to firmly hold the attention of the reader and 
make him want to go on and discover why you 
make the statement you do. 

At all costs, capture his imagination without 
humming and hawing and making him feel you 
have nothing important to tell him anyway, so 
why should he waste his precious time on you? 

Having firmly established your claim on his 
attention, you then develop your thought more 
carefully. 

Keep your writing simple, your sentences -
and even your paragraphs - short and crisp. 
To-day's readers have so many newspapers and 
periodicals at their elbow, they have no time to 
wade through long involved sentences and 
tedious paragraphs in order to patiently extract 
the germ of your thought. Keep it clear, concise 
and uncluttered. 

What does that boil down to? Know what you 
want to say; start with a bang not a whimper, 
continue without too much wavering. Write as 
though you are heading straight for a target and 
not as though you are taking a leisurely stroll 
through a pretty landscape. Use one simple word 
rather than three complicated ones, a short sen- ; 
tence rather than an involved one. Make your 
approach unhesitating and positive. Speak the 
truth simply, without apology. No need to be 
aggressive, but be direct, sincere - and certain. 

PHYLLIS KONYA. 
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PAN-AFRICAN ISM 

IN SOUTH AFRICA 

]p~AN-AFRICANISM is African Nationalism 
in an advanced stage. To realise the full 
significance of Pan-Africanism it is necessary 

to know and understand African Nationalism. 
Some people have defined African Nationalism 
as the love of ones' cou:::ry, ones' people and a 
concern for the destiny of the African people. 
Others have defined it as the crystallisation of 
NTsikana's (prophet) injunction "Be ye an in
visible whole. " It is easy to infer from the above 
that its chief characteristic is the uniting and con
solidating of the African people to meet the 
challenge of the national subjugation under 
which they are suffering. The American negro 
Marcus Carvey put forward his brand of African 
Nationalism as "Africa for the Africans" meaning 
all peoples having their roots in Africa must re
turn to Africa and those of foreign stock must 
be repatriated. 

In so far as South Africa is concerned it is 
generally accepted that the first exponent of Afri
can Nationalism was Anthony Muziwakhe 
Lembede who defined it as "Africa for the 
Africans. Africans for Humanity and Humanity 
for God." Lembede stated that by the term 
"African" he meant all people living in Africa 
who were prepared to live as equals. 

The goal of African Nationalism is the estab
lishment of Pan-Africanism on the whole of the 
African continent. It is generally agreed that the 
father of Pan-Africanism is Dr. W. du Bois, the 
American negro who inspired the first Pan
Africanist Conference at the close of the last cen
tury. In its essence Pan-Africanism is the com
plete equality of Africa's people, be they of white 
pigmentation or black. It is democratic in the 
sense that there would be no colour, race or 
creed discrimination. Every man and woman 
would be able to develop his or her talents to the 
full. Race discrimination would be a punishable 
offence and there would in the final analysis be 
equality of persons as demanded by Democracy. 
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By R. MAYEK ISO 

Pan-Africanism, like any other ideology, is 
subject to twists in as much as Democracy has 
been twisted. If twisted, it results in the total 
disregard for what is termed "foreign minorities." 

Pan-Africanism is based on A f r i c a n 
Nationalism. It is the goal of the latter in a broad 
and acceptable form . It is multi-racial in that it 
caters for and treats all races on a basis of 
equality. It is democratic in that it tolerates no 
di crimination on grounds of colour, race or 
creed and gives equal opportunities to all peoples. 

• (Conlinuecl [rom page 10) 

well known for his outspokenness on the situation 
in South Africa writes on Social Antipathies and 
the Christian Remedy. This article is an ex
tremely good one and does not bear summarizing. 
It should be read in full. 

In the eleventh article, Mr. Leo Boyd, another 
well-known Durban Catholic, has some enlighten
ing things to say about the Africans and the vote. 

Finally, in the last article, The Editor of the 
Southern Cross summarizes all the other articles. 
The Editor states the reason for the whole series 
by saying: 

"Now we can approach a thing with one or 
both of two intentions. We can approach just 
to study, and do no more. Or we can ap
proach with the intention of doing something 
about what we find. 

"But while we may have the first intention 
without the second, we cannot have the second 
without the first; we cannot in common-sense 
do anything about a situation until we have at 
least to some extent studied it. Acts must be 
motivated by some knowledge of facts." 
We conclude by making this comment. From 

a well-known paper such as the Southern Cross, 
we now have the knowledge of the facts; we can 
well ask the question-

Are there going to be ACTS? 
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EQUAL DIGNITY 

The first article was on the Dignity of Man and 
was written by Archbishop John C. Garner of 
Pretoria. Perhaps the most significant thing that 
the Archbishop has to say is: 
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"We may say then that the equal dignity of 
man to man is established first and foremost 
by natural reason, which tells us that man is a 
creature· that, as a creature, he is a faint reflec
tion of the Creator Himself; principally by rea
son of the fact that he is rational, intelligent, 
endowed with an immortal soul-a union of 
the material and the spiritual. But even the 
material side of his being-his body-mirrors 
its Creator in a wondrous way. 

"The races of the earth-black, brown, 
white or racial blends-in their very diversity 
reflect the infinite perfections of God. It ~s 
close to blasphemy to suggest that ~y race is 
inferior to another; it is an insult to Him whom 
we call 'Our Father' to suggest that people of 
mixed race have been brought into the world 
in defiance of, or contrary to His will (as if 
such a thing were possible!). They _ar~ th~ 
beautiful creatures of H is hands, equal m every 
way both naturally and supernaturally to those 
who are said to be 'racially pure' ( whateve: 
that may mean) . 

"Secondly, we may assert that the. equal 
dignity of man is proven from ~oly ~cnpture; 
it is God Himself Who has said it: for God 
created man incorruptible, and to . th~ ima~~ 
of His own likeness he made him. (Wis. 
2,23). Every man has a right to his dignit~, 
a right to the respect of every man; and to this 
right must correspond the duty on the part 
of others to treat him with the respect due to 
his dignity. 

"Our own country, alas, has bee_n ~itt~rly 
criticised on the grounds of racial d1scnmma
tion· she has been made the target for the 
barbed accusations of the entire world. There 
is no need for us to speak here of governmental 
policy of its feasibility or otherwise. We need 
only l~ok at the actuality, look_ ho?e~tly _at our 
multi-racial society, to see discnmmat10n at 
every turn. 

"Discrimination on grounds of colour is 
grave injustice. And yet, strangely enough ( or 
should we say 'naturally enough') it is not 
so much the injustice of it all t~at hu_rts our 
coloured compatriots; it is th~ u~ch~mt:y, the 
humiliation, the assault on the1r dignity m the 
thousand-and-one pin-pricks of g;overnmental 
and municipal rule and re&ul~tl?n-not to 
speak of those inflicted . by md1v1duals who, 
calling themselves Chnstian, should know 

Facing the 
Recently there appeared in the English Catholic 

weekly newspaper, the Southern Cross, a series 
of am.des that profess to examine the Union of 
South Africa to-day in the light of the Church's 
teaching and to offer an indication of what a truly 
Christian social order in the Union should be. 
These articles were written by top-ranking ec
clesiastics and lay people. For this reason they 

• 
better. In the everyday lives of the majority 
of our non-Wh ite citizens, almost everything 
that is not forbidden is compulsory." 
The next article is written by a priest, the well

known Father F inbar Synnott, O.P. 0:1 the 
Natural Rights of Man. He outlines some of the 
natural rights of man in these words -

EQUAL ID.GHTS 
"It is easy to see the validity of the chief 

beadings of natural and inalienable rights com
monly used in Catholic tradition: 
The right to freedom of worship; 
The right to life and limb-i.e. to live among 

others free from assault, libel, partiality in 
the judgments of law courts, etc.; 

The right to work and sufficient support; 
The right to ownership, individual and social; 
The right to family life, including the exercise 

of parental authority in education; 
The right to obtain housing and the use of 

public services; 
The right to share in the community's social 

life and amenities; 
The right to a share in the com:11unity's_ eco

nomic security measures agamst accident, 
unemployment etc.; 

The right to free association within the com
munity for social and cultural purposes; 

The right to a share in the community govern
ment; 

The right to self-improvement educationally 
and economically; 

The ricrht to freedom of movement for social 
and 0economic purposes within the domain 
of the community." 
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Situation 
are indicative of the mind of the Catholic Church 
in this country and, as such, bear much weight. 
In some of these articles strong Janguage was used 
concerning the set-up in South Africa. We Afri
cans can only hope that the strong language used 
on the part of the Catholic Church will be foJ
lowed up by some form of action. For the pur
pose of those who perhaps did not see these 
articles some quotations are given. 

• 
Father Synnott also has this to say about the 

situation in South Africa: 
"The restricting of non-Europeans to un

skilled and unwanted jobs must cease; 
"The compounds and locations must go; 
"The laws excluding non-Europeans from 

social services and amenities open to the public 
and from forms of free association recognised 
in South Africa, trade unions etc., must go; 

"The restrictions on movement and obtain
ing housing and property must go; 

"The racial restriction of political rights 
must go. 

"They are all connected. They are all part 
of one pattern. They all stand or fa ll together. 
They mean one thing: the refusal to accept 
one group - and the majority - as men, in 
order to please the other, the minority .. 

"Nobody pretends that all this can be done 
in a day. But daily grave injustice will be 
done if it is not made priority o. 1 in all for 0 

mation of political opinion and in all use of 
public funds. Such is the law for men as long 
as they live together in community." 

OWNERSHIP 
Article No. 3 was written by a well-known 

Johannesburg layman , Mr. D. J. Cobbett. It is 
on the Right of Ownership. One of the most 
significant things that Mr. Cobbett has to say is: 

"In the first place, the industrial colour bar 
prevents the Africans acquiring or exercising 
those skills which, by making his labour more 
valuable and productive, would enable him to 
save. Secondly, even if he could save, he 
could not buy property for, with minor excep
tions, it is illegal for an African or an associa-
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tion in which an Afr ican has any interest to 
acqujre land outside a location, a Native village 
or a Native reserve. Furthermore, of the 12 
per cent. of South African land that is gener
ously set aside for African occupation, all but 
a small percentage is owned either by the South 
African Native Trust or by tribes. 

"This virtual inability of any African to own 
freehold land anywhere in South Africa offends 
human dignity, militates against family life, 
and effectively prevents him from owning or 
controlling productive property of any kind be
cause land ownership, by providing security of 
tenure and security for the raising of Joans, is 
a fundamental requirement of almost any 
undertaking." 

AFRICA WAGES 

Mr. David Craighead has written the fourth 
article on Man's Right to a Living Wage. Mr. 
Craighead summarised his most interesting con
clusions on the subject by saying: 

"Probably no other single cause has contri
buted as much to poverty in South Africa as 
the industrial colour bar. Both economically 
and morally it is a policy that is insane. In 
the long run it benefits neither White nor 
Black. It represents a triumph of colour pre
judice over common sense. 

"The workers on our farms are very poorly 
paid, even by South African standards. A few 
progressive farmers have shown that better 
wages and better living conditions are quite 
feasible, and in fact go hand in hand with good 
farming. No farmer is entitled to make a liv
ing by depriving his workers of reasonable liv
ing conditions, and that is all too frequently 
the picture in this country. 

"Many householders appear to believe that 
the families of their servants can obtain a living 
from the soil in the reserves, and that it is only 
necessary to provide for the servant himself. 

"That is fallacious. Reserves are over
crowded and the soil produces little - the 
poverty there is worse than in the towns. A 
wage of £4 or even £7 a month to a servant 
is only enough to keep his family on starvation 
conditions in the reserves . It is quite inade
quate." 

FAMILY AND WORK 

Archbishop McCann of Cape Town has 
written the fourth article on Man's Primary En
vironment: the Family. In it he says: 

" 'It can be accepted for practical purposes 
that migrant labour in the mines averages 15 
months per spell of employment and that those 
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employed in other industries sp.::nd approxi
mately twenty-six months in European areas 
before returning to their tribal homes.' 

"The influence of this on family life is 
obvious. Extra-marital alliances are frequent. 
The report says: 'It may also· happen that men 
in the Bantu areas act as substitutes in the 
spirit of the Bantu tradition that the_ ~epr~~~c
tive faculties should not be left unutihzed. 

(Note: The report referred to and from 
which the Archbishop quotes is the Tomlinson 
Report). 
Man's Secondary Environment: His Work, is 

the title of the 6th article. This is written by Mr. 
Frank Whitaker, a prominent lay person. 
Amongst the many strong things that Mr. 
Whitaker has to say is the following:-

"Although Africans are exclude~. from any 
say in framing employment cond1t10ns th~re 
was formerly no industrial colour bar outside 
the mining industry in that an employer was 
free to employ anyone, irrespective of race, on 
any work at the statutory rat~s of pay and 
other conditions relating to the JOb concerned. 

"This was changed in 19 5 5 when the In
dustrial Conciliation Act was amended to em
power the Minister of Labour _to reserve any 
occupation for persons of a particular r~ce and 
to prohibit other persons from undertaki~g that 
occupation for which they may otherwise ~e 
qualified, purely on the grounds of race. This 
policy of job reservation is clearly fundamen
tally unjust and has ~een condemned by our 
bishops on many occas10ns. 

"An amendment to the Factories Act last 
year even went so far as to empower t~e Minis
ter of Labour to require that apartheid be ?~
served on the factory floor and to ~rohibit 
workers of different races from workrng to
gether." 
Certainly one of the most weighty of all the 

articles is No. 7 written by Mr. A. P. Walshe, 
Head of the Department of Economics, Piu_s XII 
University College. This article should without 
doubt be read in full. Mr. Walshe has tr~me?
dously significant things to say, amongst which 1s: 
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"Conditions in human terms are much worse 
than this for the one-quarter of society that in
habits these areas characterised by poverty, 
disease, decayed family ~ife and lack of oppor
tunity. If one had deliberately attempted to 
destroy family unity, the migratory labour sys
tem which predominates could not have be~n 
more suited to the purpose. Present economic 
policy which considers the African as a tem
porary resident in European areas perpetuates 
this disruption whereby more than half of the 

able-bodied men are absent from their homes 
at any one time. In addi tion to this curse, the 
pitifully low annual income (cash and kind) 
of approximately £50 per family of six, bas 
declined in recent years." 

GENERAL CONDITIONS 
The well-known Archbishop W. P. Whelan of 

Bloemfontein is· the author of the 8th article The 
Christian View of Man and Society. Speaking 
very directly throughout, Archbishop Whelan 
bad this in particular to say: 

"It is a major tragedy for our country that 
racialism has been allowed to interfere with 
and to prevent the realization of harmony be
tween the different sections of our community. 
Indeed it must be stated quite bluntly that the 
prevailing political and social attitude towards 
the less privileged sections of the community 
betrays all distressing symptoms of a mass 
schizophrenia. 

"This affliction ( to describe it gently) is 
based on an astonishing dissociation of the 
thoughts and the emotions of a minority domi
nating group from the factual conditions and 
circumstances of South African society. 

"With some this attitude is plainly hypocri
tical and self-seeking; it is bolstered up and 
maintained in a conspiracy of bullying intoler
ance. Others, however, suffer from a starry
eyed idealism, intensively cultivated in theory 
but without any counterpart in reality. This 
idealism, like Calvinism from which it lar~ely 
derives, is based wholly on pre-assumptions 
which do not derive from facts. At best they 
are only hypotheses cultivated systematically 
so as to lead to a conclusion least likely to con
flict with the prejudices of an entrenched elec
torate." 
Father Nichoias Humphreys O.P. then writes 

the ninth article on The Public Attitude towards 
Society in the Union, and in it he says: -

"It is true that in many quarters the con
science of Southern Africa has become stirred 
with a certain anxiety in recent years, but the 
public mind seems to be far from clear as to 
the basic principles upon which God h~s ~ade 
man to be a social being. If those prmcip~es 
were better understood, then more creative 
thinking could be done and right lines of ~ction 
followed without undue anxieties and without 
infringing on God's laws concerning social jus
tice. His law is the only safe rule of conduct. 
Human laws, unleavened by Him, lead only to 
violence." 
In the tenth article Archbishop D. E. Hurley, 

( continued on page 7) • 
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D. KOKA 
(Nat ional Secretary, C.A.T.F.) 

The African 
Teachers' Role 

in Africa 
Today 

We all witnessed the end of the year 1960-
the year of great events, the year of the wakening 
of Africa, the year of 'a seeking to be ... ' We 
have together witnessed great changes that took 
place all over our dear continent. We have wit
nessed the struggles, bloodshed and sorrow in 
some parts of Africa and we have seen economic, 
social, educational and political changes. The 
wind of change is blowing across Afric:i and 
over the whole world. It is the 'Black Wind' 
that is threatening to turn into a mighty storm 
and is shaking the very roots of the United 
Nations. 

This was the year of the 'rebirth' of Africa -
"Emergent Africa is on the march. Africa will 
have to find its own marching time and marching 
songs. It will have to work out its own 
destiny ... " LUMEN. 

A SEEKING TO BE .. . 
You have, together with me, toiled and 

sweated through the year in a seeking to be 
SOMETHING in the country of your birth and 
you have often wondered where you really fit in 
in this era of change-what your role is as a 
teacher and what your contribution could be to 
this age of the African Renaissance. 
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IN SCHOOL 

Your contribution starts in the school. It 
star ts where teachers and pupils meet face to face
~he teacher with a mature mind full y prepared to 
mfluence, shape and guide the mind of the im
mature child. Your contribution to changing 
Africa, to humanity as a whole, begins with small 
things in class such as well worked out schemes 
of work, good Daily Preparation , correction of 
pupils' scrip ts, delivery of comprehensive lessons 
taught according to the best Methods of E duca
tion, guidance of the youth towards vocations 
and future careers. 

Strict cleanliness in class of both teacher and 
pupil brings the whole school next to God . Par
ticipation of teacher and pupils in sport builds 
and improves the physical health. Regular at
tendance at Holy Mass purifies and enhances 
God's grace in the soul and in the whole school. 
You are to strive towards making our schools, 
Catholic or Community, the best in the country 
- second to none in discipline and Christian edu
cation. You are to base your teachings on Chris
tian Education, cherishing pure and holy love for 
the innocent child entrusted to your care. 

For the benefit of both child and yourself, it 
is important that you improve yourselves aca
demically for "good schools are the result or 
good teachers." Teachers must be thoroughly 
prepared and well-grounded in the matter they 
have to, teach. Teachers must possess sound ia
tellectual and moral qualifications which are re
quired by their most important otlice. You are 
to engage yourself fully and unselfishly with zeal, 
interest, devotion and perseverance in the "ar t 
of arts, and the science of sciences" which is the 
direc:ion aP.d information of the future leaders 
of your people. Your task is hard, noble and 
admirable. 

You are African teachers. You will always 
remain African teachers working in the African 
community, proud of your contribution to the 
emergent Africa, to its marching time and songs 
-fully identifying yourselves in mind and body 
with your people, rich and poor, black and white, 
happy that you have been born in this continent 
of the future. You belong to the African com
munity. You are to be its enJightened, educated 
leaders. You are to offer expert advice and help 
in the education of the community-both youth 
and adult. You are to instil in the African youth 
a sense of purpose in life and good habits of 
discipline so that they could fit into the pattern 
of the modern community . Further, you are to 
instil into their hearts a deep love of God and a 
sense of belonging to that greater community, the 
community of Christ. 
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You are to advise, guide and lead the African 
parent in the correct choice of his child's educa
tion, in decent family life and in matters of job, 
passes, wages, rel igion and political struggles. 

As teachers this would be your greatest contri
bution to the awakening Africa. You should re
cognise the fac t that you are the courage, the staff 
of strength and the light of your community. 
Above all, you are the saviour, the Christ, healing 
the social, economic, political and spiritual 
malady of your community. You are its life and 
spirit. 

IN THE PARISH 
The school is linked to the parish. Your work 

in the school expands into the parish. You are 
to be an asset to the parish priest, his right-hand 
man, leaders in sodalities, teachers of catechism, 
guiders of youth, trainers and conductors of 
Church choirs. 

The parish is composed of families which are 
constituents of the community in which you live. 
It is composed of your father and mother, your 
sisters and brothers, uncles , cousins, friends and 
fiances . These people, together with yourself, 
form a community in which your services are 
badly needed. They are a group of persons 
brought to live together by customs, culture and 
the pursuit of certain ideals in life-economic, 
educational, social and political. They constitute 
a modern community. For this community to 
live together and continue to exist on a healthy 
moral basis you are needed - the educated 
African teachers. 

IN POLITICS 
There is a great deal of uncertainty as to 

whether Catholic teachers should participate ac
tively in the politics of their country .. You are 
professional men and women. In pursmt of your 
profession you were employed by th~ _Church. 
You teach ( except in the case of Rehg10n) the 
education determined by the State. You are, 
therefore, in practice employed by the St~te and 
are legally bound by the laws and regulations of 
the State that govern all teachers . The regulation 
is "No teacher is to participate actively in Politics, 
or to support any Political Party." 

It is true. Teachers are not to particapte in 
politics. Our Lord Jesus Christ, t~~ greate_st 
teacher that ever lived, never participated 111 

politics. He did not support any Political Party. 
He supported neither Caesar nor did he denounce 
his government. He did not lead the Jev.:s. in 
their political struggle. He was above politics. 
He was the teacher of Truth and Truth is not 
subject to any human law. 

The Church has a mandate to teach Truth as 
commanded by Christ. You are members of the 
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Church, members of the Mystical Body of Christ, 
born into the holy community of the living 
church at the Baptismal font. At confirmation 
you inherited the power of Christ, the power of 
the Church to teach Truth unto all nations irres
pective of their colour or race. The lead in this 
direction is given by our Bishops. In their pas
toral letter recently published in LUMEN the 
Church defined your position in politics clearly. 
Your role in politics, as lovers of Truth in all 
spheres of life, in politics, economics and educa
tion is to teach and protect the inaliable rights 
of man and to fight against any human attempts 
and policies that might destroy them. You are 
to guard and defend your rights. 

There is no harm in joining any political party 
as long as that party is not condemned by the 
Church. You are to promote and support any 
party or Government whose policies are not 
against the teachings of Christ. You are to asist 
any party or Government that is working for the 
promotion of the dignity of man and for racial 
harmony, justice and peace. As members of the 
community you cannot divorce yourselves from 
it but must interest yourselves in its political ac
tivities. 

You are to give the community a sound poli
tical education based on the Christian idea of 
justice to all citizens irrespective of the colour of 
their skins. You are to train members of your 
community in good administration of law and a 
sense of duty and responsibilty in government 
offices . The importance of the individual in the 
state is to be clarified. Those who have the 
reins of government in their hands should be 
taught and made to realise that the state is for 
the individual and not vice versa. You are the 
enlightened leaders, architects of law, sound ad
ministrators, preservers of justice, promoters of 
health, peace, happiness and prosperity in the 
political life of your emergent African people. 
Your part in the political life of your people is 
important. 

As true and faithful members of C.A.T.F., 
you are dynamic forces to reckon with in the 
building up of our African society. You are 
the sound and true Christian workers in the vine
yards of God. 

Never lose hope and courage when hardships 
and failures dog your way. Never give up the 
stand you have shown in the struggle in your field 
of work. You may suffer bitter disappointments 
as individuals, but by your suffering, the African 
community will prosper and rise to full maturity. 

The future of Africa is in your hands. 

Be heroic in the struggle for TRUTH. 
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RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 
AND THE 

CHRISTIAN CONSCIENCE 

• 
NIMROD SERERO 

GLANCING into the Xhosa Paper the 
other day, I was struck by the number 
of young men and women who graduated 
from Fort Hare last year. A look at 

the "SEE" also brought the welcome news of our 
sons and daughters who graduated at Roma Uni
versity College last year. Some are B.A.'s, others 
B.Sc.'s, and from Fort Hare one is a B.D. I 
do not mean a bad donkey, but a Bachelor of 
Divinity. With so many of our people receiving 
a high education it stands to reason that very 
soon nearly everybody will have at least standard 
six. Despite obstacles we are fast becoming a 
highly literate people. 

With this astounding growth in education, 
comes growth in the culture and civilization of 
the same Western ed ucation. Hence our survival 
will not depend on a knowledge of "urnlando wa 
makhosi udinzulu keCetshwayo u Cetshwayo 
kaMpande, uMpande kaSenzangakhona.'' No, 
it will depend on our understanding of the prin
ciples ot a modern society in its setting. "Taxa
tion without representation is tyranny ... First 
the Europeans had the Bible and we had the land, 
now we have the Bible and they have the land ." 
These two current phrases, come respectively 
from the study of the American War of Indepen
dence and the age of colonization. We are quite 
familiar with them, perhaps some of us like 
myself have once upon a time enjoyed shouting 
them as loud as possible. Those of us who ofte:i 
meet university students know how they will kick 
up a row to defend them or even worse they 
might give you a good slap in the face to prove 
them. Obviously I am not against them as prin
ciples or whatever we may call them, but the 
trouble is that they are not well understood. In 
the Congo, people were shouting the very same 
phrases and we all know well enough what they 
meant by them: rape, robbery, anarchy, away 
with the Church which is an opium for the people! 

Education and clear principles 
What I am driving at is that there is a great 

need of expounding clear principles to our fellow 
men. To pick the truth of confusion. Our 
African leaders then will perhaps welcome my 
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meagre words on racial discrimination and the 
Christian conscience, as set down below. 

Beware of a "tu quoque" finger-"and you too" 
Not long ago a friend of mine drove an old 

European lady to Krugersdorp station . Because 
of difficulties with the car, they arrived just as 
the train was about to pull out. Suitcases in 
band, they both dashed for it taking the short 
way through the subway reserved for the Africans. 
The latter shouted against the intrusion and were 
about to take what they called "effective steps" 
when a policeman appealed for their mercy. 
Again last year at Currie's Fountain in Durban 
when the Africans played against the Indians for 
the Rl ,000 Trophy, a fight started from nowhere 
and in no time two camps had formed, Africans 
fighting Indians. People in the pavilion and 
some near it had nothing to do with the fight. 
They were gentlemen and ladies enough not to 
look at the colour of their neighbour-they sat 
in peace. One of the Africans who was fighting 
ran near the pavilion and hit an innocent Indian 
man. He was stopped at once by his fellow Afri
cans who were indignant at his brute behaviour 
and said it clearly. I know of a Zulu man who 
on passing a group of Basutos was given the beat
ing of his life because he belonged to another 
race. 

The Group Areas Act has the effect of en
couraging this sort of discrimination. Fortu
nately, it is not very effective. But the danger 
remains and the fact often comes to the fore in 
sporadic clashes between members of different 
African tribes in South Africa. 

Nature and analysis 
When we speak about apartheid we are almost 

invariably one-sided-the White against the 
Black. But we should know that the truth also 
bolds the other way round, it even goes deeper 
than that, Blacks divided amongst themselves. 
In looking at Racism our minds must not be 
biassed . We must look the truth in the face, not 
just from our point of view but as it is. Racism 
is called apartheid in South Africa, Segregation in 
America and Racial Discrimination in general. 
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It is essentially at attitude of prejudice against 
others. In this discussion I include racism or 
rather I take racism as discrimination on grounds 
of colour, race or creed. Discrimination between 
nation and nation, tribe and tribe, clan and clan, 
neighbour and neighbour, is no less apartheid 
than racial discrimination on grounds of colour 
alone. What I mean is this , if a Zulu hates a 
Xhosa on grounds of tribe only, he is no less 
apartheid-minded than Oom Koos in the back 
yards of South Africa. In all these cases dis
crimination is a sin and therefore has much to 
do with the Christian conscience. Hence, para
doxically speaking, even if people belong to the 
same race they do practice discrimination if they 
object to their neighbour on grounds of tribe, 
creed or clan. I t is the terms that hide the truth, 
the problem is essentially the same. 

It arises from the false hypothesis that the differ
ences between the Whites and non-Whites will 
always be greater than the sum of their similari
ties . After all however plausible the suggestion 
may be, we should never forget the important 
qualification, namely, that separate development 
is subordinate to white supremacy, it is not bilate
ral but unilateral, on the terms of the white man. 
There is to be no separation of the human family, 
no matter how equal the terms may be. Christian 
life means a life of Christian love. And this life 
of Christian love makes the separate-but-equal 
doctrine of segregation an impossibility, because 
this love is based on the union of men with one 
another. Theoretically, such a thing as separate
but-equal justice may be possible, but there is 
absolutely no such thing as separate-but-equal 
love. 

The South African Hierarchy's Statement. Unity of all men 
Here then is what the South African Hierarchy, All human beings are one. It is the practice 

has to say on apartheid. In quick facts: "Discrimi- to speak of different races but there is truly only 
nation based exclusively on grounds of colour is one race, the human race. It is true that mei1 
an offence against the rights of non-Europeans; to gather together in groups with loyalties that 2ri,e 
their natural dignity as human persons. The from the bond of relationship or association, but 
basic principle of apartheid is the preservation of these too, must be subordinated to the greater 
white culture and civilization. This is identified overriding fact of the human person's dignity a:id 
with white supremacy, which means the enjoy- his unity with his fellow men. Inequalities 0£ 
ment by Whites only, of full political, social, eco- birth and origin cannot and do not deny the 
nomic and cultural rights. fundamental unity of the human race of all per-

Persons of other races must be satisfied with sc:r1s who belong to it. National, tribal, and 
other groups may well exist within a community, 

what the man judges can be conceded to them and they have their legitimate claims, but they 
without endangering his privileged position. must be subordinated to the good of the whol,e 
Whit~ supremacy overrides _justice, it _is -~n !'bso- .. communit . 
lute, 1t transcends the teaching of Chnst. · ( :,tate-,d:;, Y 
ment of 1957). The bishops sincerely ask every Papal teaching on Racism 
aparthei~-minde~ person 1? ,.examine -~is ,~in- A few months after Pope Pius XII ascended 
science m t~e light of Chnstian ~e~ch~ug.,, , .re the papal throne, in March of 1939, he issu,ed 
we n~t makmg. a _mockery of Chn~tI~mty, they his first encyclical addressed to the bishops and 
ask, by p_roclaimm~ ourselv~s Chnstians and at faithful in the world . This encyclical dealt with 
the same tim~ pursumg a policy contrary to these the Pope's observations on the basic troubles of 
words?. A different colour can be n_o reaso~ 1° r the contemporary world . These troubles, the 
separation when culture, custom social ~on~ition Pope said, derive their source from two basic 
and above all, a common love of Chn st impel errors. 
towards unity." Apartheid has an evil and an 
anti-Christian character. These then are the "The firSt of these pernicious errors is the for-
words of the bishops' statement issued in 1952 getfulness of the law of human solidarity and 
and 19 57. We Africans should not make a mis- charity which is dictated and imposed by our 
take; these words can be applied and indeed common origin and by the equality of rational 
must be applied to every form of unjust discrimi-
nation, i.e. they should equally and even more 
prick the conscience of a Xhosa who belittles a 
member of another tribe because he is not a 
Xhosa - 'et tu Brute!' 

Deceitful compromise 
Sometimes segregation goes by the name of 

separate development. This idea is a mental toy, 
no better than the man who plays about with it. 
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nature in all men." Summi Pontificatus, 1939. 
"Racism," says the Pope, "is a pernicious 

error." It is pernicious because it attacks the 
very foundations of Christianity. It denies the 
dogma of the unity of the human race; it denies 
the dogma of the universality of the Redemption; 
it denies the dogma of the Mystical Body of 
Christ; it denies the very essence of our religion 
-Christian love. 

(continued on page 22) • 
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LIFE 
ON THE 

MINES 

BY Tl-lANDI DAYEL 

THE Union of South Africa is one of the 
most important mining countries in the 
world. Its economic advance has been 
due mainly to the discovery of gold and 

to a lesser extent of diamonds and coal. 

The discovery of these minerals pioneered the 
economic development of the country, setting the 
pace and providing the stimulus for further 
growth of South Africa as a whole. This de
velopment had disadvantages as well as advant
ages. Great changes came with these discoveries. 
People flocked to the mine. The miners now 
play a very important role in the country's 
wealth. 

Africans who work on the mines are recruited 
by the Recruiting Companies. Sometimes they 
are recruited by storekeepers to whom they owe 
money. The "boys" are sent to different mines 
and sign a contract for 9 or 10 months in which 
they undertake to work 270 shifts. Their pay is 
about 3/ - per shift which amounts to £4.10.0. 
per month. The pay is deferred by the Mine so 
that the miner gets only 10/-. At the end of his 
contract he will then have about £36.0.0. (with
out interest) . Miners who have higher positions 
get from 4/6 to 4/8 per shift. Compensation is 
granted in case of injury or illness. 

On leaving the miner is given a Bonus Card 
which reflects the rate he received per shift. On 
the cards of Africans from Portuguese East 
Africa crescents indicate the length of time they 
may stay at home. If his time is overdue he 
loses the benefits of the bonus card and his 
salary rate is lowered. 

The miners live in large buildings called Com
pounds. These buildings are sub-divided accord
ing to tribe. The miners sleep on cement bunks 
which are very cold in winter. These are used 
in order to prevent bedbugs. Tribal Indunas or 
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Police boys are employed as overseers. The 
tradition of the country is followed and these act 
as chiefs or headmen. They see to order and 
discipline in the dormitories, kitchen and around 
the Compound. 

Work is started at 5 a.m. The miners rise at 
4.30 a.m. and wash in bathrooms. They are given 
coffee and thin porridge with fortified or Bremer 
bread which contains all the vitamins. On Mon
days, Wednesdays and Fridays they are issued 
with rations of raw meat or frozen beef. Soup 
made of various vegetables chopped up is called 
Nyulu. Beer brewed is rationed at 2 pints per 
person. 

Due to the length of the contract the families 
of these men suffer. The children grow up with
out knowing their father. Immorality is almost 
inevitable. The man begins to forget his family 
and instead of sending his money home, he 
spends it on women. The wife begins to go about 
with other men and children are born outside of 
marriage. Thus migratory labour plays a major 
part in the break up of family life. 

In well organised compounds there are Wel
fare Workers who do organised field work and 
see that the leisure time of the miners is spent 
more constructively. Leaders see to it that the 
miners are equipped with drums, gumboots etc. 
for their tribal dancing. Competitions are ar
ranged between the various tribes and are held 
in a huge dancing arena. Visitors often come to 
sefi Africans displaying their art and skill in these 
dances. The music they produce often carries a 
message of their cries of complaint which usually 
remain unheard. Provision is also made for 
sports such as soccer and rugby and money 
prizes often awarded to the winners in athletic 
competitions. 

Actual work done in the Mines - continued 
next issue. 
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WHE we offer the Mass we stand on 
the pinnacle of history, on Calvary, 
and look back to the beginnings and 
forward to the final glory. We are 

plunged into the stream of God's merciful deal
isgs with man. We live the mystery of God's 
providential plan, the sacred history of Salvation. 
The Fall and Covenant 

We thank God for Creation and we mourn 
the Fall. We hear the promise of a Redeemer 
and we are made one with Abel in the first grop
ing efforts of reprieved humanity to pay homage 
to an offended Godhead. We are made one with 
Noah, too, offering his sacrifice of thanksgiving 
after his salvation from the Flood, presage of a 
far greater salvation to come. 

Abraham is called and makes a covenant with 
God, and we belong to th at covenant, for Abra
ham is our father. We think of his meeting with 
Melchisedech and the offering of bread and wine . 
We remember Mt. Moria and the near-sacrifice of 
Isaac, only-begotten son, who carried the wood 
of the sacrifice on his own shoulders. 
Bondage and Deliverance 

We sojourn with the Patriarchs, and the altars 
they build are our altars. We go down into 
Egypt and we are reduced to bondage and God 

18 

• 

DENIS E. HURLEY 
O.M.I., D.D. , 

Archbishop of Durban 

sends us a great deli verer, Moses. We live 
through nine plagues and we are still in bondage. 
Then comes the hammer blow from God, the 
death of the first-born. Our first-born are spared 
because of the paschal lamb and the blood on 
the doorposts. We eat the paschal supper in 
haste with unleavened bread and we are led away 
free by Mose on our journey to the Promised 
Land. 

At Sinai we stand in awe while thunder rolls 
and lightening flashes and the trumpet sounds 
and the Law is given to Moses. We promise to 
obey the Law, and Moses ratifies it in our sight 
by the offering of many sacrifices and the sprink
ling of blood over us as he says: " This is the 
blood of the Covenant which the Lord hath made 
with you concerning all these words." (Ex. 
24: 8). 

We reach the Promised Land and we see the 
Temple bui lt and the sacrifices offered . We are 
the people of God but only too often we forget 
Him . We worship idols and withdraw our trust 
from God to place it in the fickle friendsh ip of 
neighbouring peoples. The prophets rise up in 
the name of God and warn us, urging us to be 
fa ithful to our covenant with God for because of 
that covenant a child sha11 be born to us and a 
son shall be given to us and the government shall 
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be upon his shoulder "and his name shall be 
called Wonderful, Counsellor, God the Mighty, 
the Father of the world to come, the Prince of 
Peace". (Is. 9: 6). 
Broken and Restored 

We pay no heed and we are broken by the 
armies of Assyria and Babylon. Once again we 
languish in bondage and in our afflictions we re
turn to our God. In the midst of our sufferings 
we hear of suffering to come beyond all human 
reckoning: "There is no beauty in him nor com
liness; and we have seen him, and there was no 
sightliness, that we should be desirous of him. 
Despised and the most abject of men, a man of 
sorrows and acquainted with infirmity, and his 
look was as it were hidden and despised. Where
upon we esteemed him not. Surely he hath born 
our infirmities and carried out sorrows, and we 
have thought him as it were a leper, and as one 
struck by God and afflicted. But he was 
wounded for our iniquities, he was bruised for 
our sins. The chastisement of our peace was 
upon him, and by his bruises we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray, every one hath 
turned aside into his own way and the Lord hath 
laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was offered 
because it was his own will, and he opened not 
his mouth. He shall be led as a sheep to the 
slaughter and shall be dumb as a lamb before his 
shearer, and he shall not open his mouth". (Is. 
53: 2-7). 
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We return from exile and rebuild Jerusalem 
and its Temple and the sacrifices are offered 
once more. But men forget easily and soon we 
grow careless in the worship of God. The rebuke 
of God comes to us from the lips of Malachias, 
a rebuke and yet a promise. "I have no pleasure 
in you, saith the Lord of hosts , and I will not 
receive a gift of your hand. For from the rising 
of the sun even to the going down , my name is 
great among the Gentiles: and in every place 
there is sacrifice and there is offered to my name a 
clean oblation. For my name is great among the 
Gentiles, saith the Lord of hosts" . (Mal. 1: 
10-11). 
The Feast 

The very history of our people, the very life of 
our nation, is the revelation of God's Will for 
the world. We cannot always read His meaning 
but we suspect great mysteries of His wisdom 
and compassion behind the words of our pro
phets and the events in which we are involved 
and the rites with which we worship Him. This 
is never more true than when we gather for the 
paschal feast. Year after year we celebrate this 
reminder of our deliverance. We sacrifice and 
partake of the paschal lamb. We eat unleavened 
bread and drink the chalice of thanksgiving -
until it is all suddenly transformed by a new 
Moses Who takes the unleavened bread into His 
bands and after pronouncing the blessing we have 
heard from time immemorial, breaks the bread 
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and gives it to us saying: "This is my body which 
is given for you". (Lk 22: 19) ; and Who taking 
up the final cup and having pronounced the great 
Eucharist, the great thanksgiving for all God's 
gifts, says: "Drink ye all of this, for this is my 
blood of the new Testament, which shall be shed 
for many unto the remission of sins". (Mt. 26: 
27-28). "Do this for a commemoration of me". 
(Lk. 22: 19). 

Our minds leap back twelve hundred years to 
Mt. Sinai and the blood of the Old Testament 
and the giving of the Law. And now we hear a 
new law proclaimed: "A new commandment I 
give unto you: that you love one another, as I 
have loved you, that you also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that you are my dis
ciples, if you have love one for another". (Jn. 
13 : 34-35). 

At Mass we live through this again. Through 
this and the fulfilment of His prophetic words 
about His body that is given and His blood that 
is shed. We stand beside Him on the hill ol. 
Calvary. 

Death and Ressurection 
He dies, but He rises again and our holy Mass 

is a great triumphal acclamation, a cry of thanks
giving rising to the Father for the victory of the 
Son, for the splendour of the Resurrection and 
the glory of the Ascension. "Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God of hosts. The heavens and the earth 
are full of Thy glory, Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest" . 

From now on our life must be lived with Him. 
It must be a dying with His Death and a rising 
with His Resurrection. "For we are buried 
together with him by baptism unto death, that, as 
Christ is risen from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, so we also may walk in newness of life'·' . 
(Rom. 6: 4). "We are dead and our life is hid 
with Christ in God". ( Col. 3: 3). This is never 
more true than in the holy Mass. 

The Spirit has been poured out upon us and 
the life of God pulsates through us. We are 
branches of the vine, we are the bride of Christ, 
we are stones in the holy temple. We are a 
chosen generation, a holy nation, a purchased 
people. (I Pet. 2: 9). We are a kingly priest
hood consecrated by God to offer with our eter
nal High Priest the sacrifice of His Body and 
Blood. We are the Body of Christ and as age 
follows age "we grow up in him who is the head, 
even Christ: from whom the whole body, being 
compacted and fitly joined together, by what 
every joint supplieth, according to the operatio:1 
in the measure of every part, maketh increase of 
the body, unto the edifying of itself in charity". 
(Eph. 4: 16) . We grow up in Him particularly 
through the Mass. For it is in the Mass that His 
sacrificed and resurrected Body comes into our 
midst, into our hearts, to absorb us into its glory, 
to saturate us with the divine power that made it 
so_ resplendent that first E aster morning. It is by 
this sacred process that His Body grows through 
the long history of mankind until that day when 
"we all meet into the unity of faith and the 
knowledge of the Son of God, in to a perfect man, 
unto the measure of the eye of the fullness of 
Christ" . (Eph . 4: 13). . 

When that fu llness comes and Christ appears, 
who is our life, we too (if we have been faith
ful) shall appear with him in glory. (Col. 3:4). 
He will come as King, Conqueror and Judge and 
all mankind will be assembled before Him. The 
dead will rise and f:entence will be pronounced 
and the everlasting Kingdom of God will be es
tablished in cill its splendour. And those who 
belong to Him will shine like stars for all eternity, 
one with Him in the vision of the Father and the 
love of the Spirit and the splendour and delight of 
the never-ending banquet-the banquet begun at 
the Eucharistic table here on earth. 

Our union with Christ around His altar is a 
promise, a pledge, a foretaste, a beginning of the 
glorious union with Him that will have no end. 
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• Africans 1n London 
Many thousand African students and 

others are overseas at the present 
moment. In the United S~ates, in 
France, in Germany, in the United King
dom and in Russia, the African face is 
no longer an unusual sight. Mary Brown 
writes here about her impressions con
cerning Africans in London. He:r re
marks will be of interest to all. 

A S a white South African I am not the 
person to be writing this article. I don't 
think I could ever imagine just what it 
would mean to a non-White South 

African to have the freedom of movement and 
opportunity that England gives to them. To 
Nigerians and Ghanaians it means opportunity, 
particularly the opportunity to study, to 
Jamaicans and West Indians the possibility of 
earning a reasonable living, but to the Black 
South Africans it means being able to go where 
they wish, do what they wish, and live where they 
wish added to all the rest. 

There are snags, but I imagine they would be 
small in comparison to this. There is some colour 
prejudice in England. It seems to be mainly 
among the lower classes. One of the reasons for 
this is probably that it is they whose jobs are 
threatened by immigrants. It is to be expected 
that any immigrants, whatever their colour or 
race, will have to start at the bottom and accept 
the less skilled and poorer paid jobs to begin 
with. The people doing these jobs are afraid that 
the coloured immigrants, especially where the 
standard of living in their own country bas of 
necessity been low, will be prepared to do them 
for lower wages and under less stringent con
ditions. 

Accommodation 
Then there is the problem of accommodation. 

Immigrants are usually forced to seek cheap ac
commodation until they have established them
selves. This is the reason why so many Africans 
and West Indians are found in places like Notting 
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Hill. Again_ because of the difficulty of finding 
accommodat10n they are prepared to live under 
less comfortable conditions than the English in 
the same area. They do not demand the same 
facilities as their right and are prepared to sleep 
three or four to a room that normally takes one. 
They are therefore much more profitable tenants 
to have and both Coloured and White landlords 
have cashed in on this. The white tenants in 
these areas felt they were being ousted by them 
and it is probably this which led to the Notting 
Hill riots. There has been an attempt to draw up 
petitions by tenants in these areas to present to 
the rent control board to stop this profiteering, 
but man~ of the ten~nts refuse to sign, as they 
fear repnsals by their landlords and are afraid 
they will not find alternative accommodation. 

There is a further undeniable difficulty in find
ing accommodation. Many of the notices adver
tising accommodation state: "No negroes or 
people with children need apply." No negroes or 
people with children need apply! I suppose it 
is consoling that people with children are equated 
with negroes. But the fact that this sort of dis
crimination has no legal backing makes it very 
difficult from a system of official discrimination. 

I remember hearing recordings made of the 
working classes in industrial centres after the 
Notting Hill riots. When asked whether they 
had any clear prejudice these people answered 
rather like this: " The negroes in our street don't 
have any lace curtains at their windows," or: 
"They don't cut their hedges," or: "There are 
too many living in one house," or: "They are too 
noisy. " They all seemed superficial things and 
presumably if one cut one's hedge one would be 
accepted. There was one man, though, who 
said he had a Coloured foreman over him at 
work, and that this man deserved the job because 
of his ability. 

Students 
Most of the Africans I knew in London were 

students and they, like all students, were in a 
privileged position. They were not competing 
with the next man for a living and so they were 
accepted by him. One of the students' big prob-
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lems, though, seemed to be loneliness. London 
like all big cities is heartless, and even more so 
because the English are so self-contained. It 
takes a terribly long time before an Englishman 
invites you home. Englishmen, because they live 
so closely together I suppose, are very unobtru
sive and seemingly unemotional. They resent the 
laughter and music and singing of the noisy non
White intruders who had quite a different dispo
sition as a result of having come from quite a 
different background. 

Women 
Then there is the unfortunate problem of non

White men and White women. Our society has 
been such that it has led to the conception that 
there is prestige in a non-White man having a 
White woman. The result is that non-Whites in 
England, especially students, have made it diffi
cult for White women to merely be helpful ai7.d 

friendly towards them. 
I remember going to a certain party one night 

at which every black man in the room urged me 
to go out with him. I felt quite desperate and 
had great difficulty in extricating myself. I bit
terly resolved not to go to such parties again. 
But this is the price which we have to pay for the 
sins of our society. 

It is on this delicate question of sex that the 
prejudice is most evident. It is a difficult thing 
to analyse, but it is in this field that intrusion is 
most feared. The men of any group feel inade-

• (Conti nued from page 16) 

Sons of One Father 

We were created to love and respect one 
another because all are sons of a common Father 
- GOD. Adam's sin introduced evil in the 
world, and the evil of racism is one of the worst 
of all. When an older brother lords it over a 
younger brother, his superior airs usually result 
in hatred between the two and a split in the 
family. R acism produces the same effects, but 
only on a larger scale; it is two races which come 
to hate each other, and it is the human family 
that is split. 

No other way 

"There remains no other way to salvation than 
that of repudiating definitely . . . the pride of race 
and blood ... and to turn resolutely toward that 
spirit of sincere fraternity which is founded on 
worship of the Divine Father of all." Pius Xll, 
March 18, 1945. 
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quate ; they feel slighted when a woman from 
their group chooses somebody outside it. A 
White woman in England, who is accompanied 
by a Coloured man, inevitably causes stares, but 
this is a very little thing to bear in comparison 
with the Immorality Act. 

Work 

A large number of Coloured people coming 
to London seem to find employment with the 
Lodnon County Council. This is probably be
cause it is labour controlled, and therefore 
socialist in policy and sympathetic towards non
White immigrants . T he unskilled seem to work 
mainly for London Transport as conductors, 
drivers etc. while those who are professionally 
trained often take jobs as teachers. In the 
schools the children seem to accept a non-White 
teacher as long as he is competent. If he is not, 
they become derisive and their prejudice makes 
its appearance. 

I think the question resolves itself down to 
the fact that there is some Colour prejudice in 
Britain, but it can be dispelled by the merit of 
the Coloured person. The prejudice often seems 
to be the result of ignorance, and disappears on 
better acquaintance. Just how great this ignor
ance is, is shown by a question I was asked by a 
class of children. They wanted to know if I 
had simply faded by being out of the sun too 
long, and whether I would turn black again when 
I went back to South Africa. 

Racism is a sin, a grievous sin , anyone who 
delibera tely practices or advocates it, fully aware 
of its implications, cannot merit salvation. The 
only way to salvation is to return to the teachings 
of the Gospel that the human race is a brother
hood, a true brotherhood under our Father, GOD. 
The only way to salvation is to act as brothers
to love one another . 

Personal change of mind 
It is necessary that changes must come about 

in our communal life, but they begin above all 
in the individual. There must be a change of 
mentality so that we see our fellow men as human 
persons , not thinking of the colour of their skins, 
nor tribe nor clan, nor where they come from. 
There must be a change of heart which will bring 
about readiness to go out and meet our fellow 
men as a hum an person. A refusal is the denial 
of man's dignity and man's essential unity. It is 
a contradiction of Christian principles. 
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• 
By 

MARY JOYCE MABUZA 

J UST glancing at the daily papers, merely 
reading the headlines, one is constantly chal
lenged by one thought-the thought of a 
world charged with urgencies and emergen

cies. This world is ours. What had, for a long 
time, ~xisted unnoticed, though unmistakenly 
present, that undercurrent of deep tension and 
uneasiness in human relations is now surging 
inevitably to the surface. 

We have the disputes and unsatisfactory con
sultations at the United Nations, South Africa 
"falling" out of the Commonwealth , the English
speaking South Africans trying to fathom 
the "whither" of their going, the Zulu migrant 
labourer plotting how he could successfully make 
this year's "Impi Yama Bomvu nama Chunu" 
an even more bloody, more brutal "indaba" than 
ever in the history of this annual massacre. This 
world is real. It is poignant in its suggestion of 
the nothingness of life. The same thread that 
knits us together simultaneously shatters us apart 
-frustration. The African swims or sinks at 
different levels of achievement or failure, of 
depth or superficiality of this one world. 

We meet him by the wayside on his mother's 
lap, his chunky legs paddling the a.ir rhythmically 
to the action of his sucking mouth and pressing 
hand. It is a dance movement-the birth of a 
new kwela-kwela perhaps. We turn to the 
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mother colourfully and modestly clothed. We 
wonder what she knows. Perhaps not the Congo 
situation . She has most likely never heard of 
Laos but for her each breath she takes is religion. 
She knows her world, understands and loves it; 
the animals , the trees and the people. Her ig
norance of the universe and the government is 
made up for by the practical wisdom and little 
acts of human kindness that proceed from the 
heart. This is her religion. Cars speed by and 
there is anxiety in her eyes as one finally stops. 
A man picks up a small necklace and looks at 
her inquiringly. 

"Five shillings," she stammers hesitantly. 

A frown , the widening of the already big and 
fixed eyes accompanied by a decided: "No, too 
much," are enough to make the woman drop her 
eyes. 

"Three and six," he bids her down. 

Ashamed of herself she extends her band and 
accepts his offer. He drives off leaving her to 
wonderment and disappointment. 

In the same world, placed at the busiest corner, 
blending with the surroundings of a cold, grey 
building is the almost lifeless image-a beggar. 
Some have been generous, some stooping, some 
bending to give their alms but they have all 
passed and he is left ALONE. 
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As one passes another face draws the attention. 
It is the face of a young and ardent politician . 
It reads want and determination to "get" . We 
appreciate his bitterness. For him, to live is 
politics-the stepping stone to everything. For 
him Sharpeville is the African echo of the words 
"Greater love than this hath no man than to lay 
down his life for his friends." But Christ came 
for it, prepared for it, wanted it. Sharpeville? 
The tragic brutality was too sudden, too surpris
ing, uncalled for. Prayer and hopeful waiting 
can only give a temporary answer to the question . 

Another African passes. He lives in Dube, he 
represents the epitome of material advancement 
for the African. His house is smartly and ex
pensively furnished. He has nothing against the 
less privileged but his life is amongst the edu
cated and the socially accomplished. The ordi
nary man will regard him with reverential grati
tude for the favour done, the life offered. He is 
politically aware but is not involved in political 
gatherings or discussions. Everyone knows that 
his wife is never without the best liquor over the 
week-end. Life for him is an odd 
combination of sophistication, sanctimonious be
haviour and the odd burst of impulse fervour. 

We see them as isolated individuals. But 
again we see them as belonging together. We 
follow them with our eyes, Africans, Coloured, 
Whites and Asians, to· the altar. Each step 
towards the crucifix is a step over the barriers of 
separation. It means the discarding of snobbery 
and complacency for the rich. Like our friend 
the politician, we are all singleminded-Christ 
and nothing else. The beggar, crippled and help
less feels inner strength and tranquility. It is the 
beggar's turn to kiss the crucifix, the priest ?ends 
to him and he moves on, but the beggar 1s not 
alone this time. The beggar dare not close his 
eyes lest he should lose sight of the world to be 
commended to Christ, the material world, the 
struggling world, the thinking world. 

Whether in a well-furnished home in Dube or 
in a dingy old hut there is "one sky to share." 
We all feel hurt, appreciate a good turn done to 
us and wish the good of everyone. Yet everyday 
we pass faces and never meet them. 

• 
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C.A.T.U. · 

PRETORIA 
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Conference 

Since its revival, the Union has met with very 
little success over the past two years. Quite re
cently, however, things have become quite pro
mising. The "winds" are definitely blowing into 
Pretoria with a mighty roar and instead of des
troying they are getting things into proper shape. 
A spirit of co-operation prevailed on Easter 
Monday, the 3rd of April, when a get-together of 
all C.A.T.U. members was organised at Magalies
burg Boys' Town. 

A successful General Meeting was held at which 
there was a good attendance. Teachers from as 
far afield as De Wildt and Brits were there. Mr. 
Mac.'s quotation is really wielding its forces to 
the remotest corners of our districts. 

Discussions, however lengthy, were lively, en
couraging and informative. Two prominent men 
at this Conference were Fr. Samyn O.M.I. the 
Spiritual Adviser to the C.A.T.U. and a guest 
priest Fr. Brunner from Brits. The success of 
the meeting was due partly to them and we wish 
to express our gratitude to them. May they 
always back us up in our struggles. 

After great mental strain in discussion, resolu
tions were adopted and a general election was 
conducted. The results of the election are as 
follows: 

Mr. M. Sono (Lady Selborne) Chairman. 
Mr. B. C. Maugaba (Vlakfontein) Vice

Chairman. 
Mr. A. Matjila (Lady Selborne) Secretary. 
Mr. S. Motaung (Lady Selborne) Ass. Sec

retary. 
Mr. P. Diale (Atteridgeville) Treasurer. 

Mr. L. Nkosi and Mr. S. Komote were elected 
as Committee Members. 

We are pleased that we have strong men to 
"man the ropes." 

The meeting closed at 1 p.m. and a picnic was 
held. 
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BY ROSE RAPPAPORT 

In a short poem by W. B. Yeats, he asks 

How can l , that girl standing there 
My attention fix 
On Roman or on R ussian 
Or on Spanish politics. 

This is one of the things which shows what a 
great poet Yeats is, because most of us feel the 
very opposite. How can I with the needs of an 
emergent Africa shouting for attention in my ea:s, 
my attention fix on anything but politics. When 
I say most of us I don't mean those whites in 
South Africa who find politics such a distressing 
and confusing subject that they will think and 
talk about almost anything else rather than face 
something so frightening as the picture of a map 
of Africa swiftly being coloured black, as one 
country after another gains independence. Politic3 
are so frightening that they cram their lives with 
sport, cinemas, the theatre and music to keep 
politics at bay, but I suspect that they always 
hear the flood waters rushing nearer, the banks 
on which their security and way of life is sup
ported, crumbling and that they are more like 
those characters in Bocaccio's Decameron who 
decided to have a fling, and live while they could 
because the plague was raging outside the con
vent walls, than like people who are really free to 
fix their attention on politics but decide not to. 

For most of the rest of us, politics is a can
nibalistic demon. It eats up everything else in 
our lives. Almost everything we do, we do either 
to gain independence or to work towards a 
society in South Africa in which all members of 
the community will have political rights. This 
feeling that political problems are so pressing that 
they cannot be shelved is seen throughout Africa 
and finds what may be its clearest expression in 
the inscription under Dr. Nkrumah's statue in 
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Accra-"Seek ye firs t the kingdom of politics". 
But it is also seen in the urgency with which poli
tical independence is demanded and brushes 
aside economic arguments and arguments for 
prudence from the colonial powers . Uhuru is 
what we want, we want it now. We will give all 
our time to an abstract ideal, Uburu, and forget 
why we want Uhuru. 

We are like Mrs. Jelleby, who was so interested 
in saving the heathen in Borrioboola Gha that 
she did not have time to look after her own chil
dren. 

And most of us who are tempted to be like 
Mrs. Jelleby do not realise how abstract our 
ideals are. We think that we are working for 
something practical and immediate. Politicians 
are usually deluded into imagining that they are 
practical men who run our industries, mines and 
businesses and they are not found only in Africa. 
Both kinds of practical men are trying to make 
us give all our time to politics or money and since 
their ideal is practical they often achieve out
standing practical results raising the standard of 
living in China and Russia until they will rival 
America, sending a man into space. The last 
example shows that political and practical ideals 
are brood brothers, since there doesn't seem to be 
much practical use for the moon, but there is a 
great deal of political use in being the first to 
land on it. 

Worried by the advances of the Communist 
countries many Western practical men are trying 
to gear education in their countries to produce 
more scientists and more practical men, to teach 
children in the schools what they will need for 
leading practical lives; domestic science, book
keeping, social studies, mechanics, rather than 
the old fashioned subjects like history and 
literature. 
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The attempt to make the schools teach what 
the men in power think immediately useful 
rather than to teach them those subjects which 
will give them an insight into human nature by 
which they can judge other activities, or to teach 
them how to think and to delight in thinking for 
its_ own sake, to explore the nature of living 
thmgs or the laws of physics because they are 
interesting in themselves rather than because they 
are useful, is something we have seen before. We 
have seen it in the determination of all modern 
dictators to take schooling into their own hands 
so that the children will learn what the dictator 
thinks it useful for them to know, and nothing 
else. 

This is an example on a large scale of the swal
lowing up of other activities in a materialistic 
ideal which I seem to see all around me in 
Africa, in the newly independent states as well as 
in the Nationalist attempt to make the schools 
and the universities, the hw and the press serve 
its ideals. -

In myself, I find the same thing. Even when 
I attend Mass, after a busy day of being practical, 
I cannot set myself free. Introibo ad altare Dei. 
I will go up to the altar of the Lord, which re
minds me that I must go to Jane to remind her 
to come to the meeting tomorrow night. Even 
the Consecration and Communion are tangled up 
with Dr. Verwoerd and political bloodshed-not 
that these are irrelevant to the Mass, but the 
Mass is bigger than they are, and should not be 
squashed down into another kind of political ac
tivity, in which I try to use God's energy and 
power for politics. 

The Mass is one of the things we must recog
nize as set above and beyond as well as within 
the bustle of our daily living. And in this way 
it seems to me like the Sabbath, which has been 
so degraded in our society that we usually regard 
it either as the one day in which we can sleep 
late and laze around or as the one day in which 
we can cope with all the little jobs that have ac
cumulated during the week. Of the two I think 
it better to laze around, but this is only the 
choice of a lesser evil. The Sabbath was made 
for man and we are told to "Remember the Sab
bath Day, to keep it holy" as if it is as important 
that we should do this, as that we should not 
steal, murder or commit adultery. Why is the 
Sabbath so important? Surely it is that time in 
which we are lifted out of the rush of practical 
necessities like earning a living or working for 
politics. It is an astonishing waste of time and 
impractical like Mary's wasting of the perfume in 
the alabaster jar which so shocked the apostles 
and especially Judas, who said, "Why was this 
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ointment not sold for three hundred silver pieces 
and the money given to the poor?" Judas was 
a practical man. 

It is essential for us to see what is greater than 
the practical, because if our whole life is directed 
to the kingdom of politics or the kingdom of 
money or any other kingdom which is not the 
kingdom of God we will either behave without 
any thought for morality or we will despair. When 
bloody revolution cannot be avoided, when Uhuru 
has a bad taste in the mouth because it does not 
in itself feed the hungry or give education to the 
ignorant, or give us decent homes or decent jobs, 
or when we sit in a desert of material wealth and 
leisure and wonder what to do with our boredom 
because neither sex nor adventure s~m enough 
to fill it, or even when we lose the money or job 
which_ seemed like the only road to happiness, we 
despau. When all our activities and even our 
prayer seems to do no good at all, where we have 
evidence to hand that faith does not seem to 
move mountains, we despair. But when we are 
able to set the Sabbath free, we find that other 
things can also be set free. The higher protect~ 
the lower. We are not obsessed by the need 
to use everything, to see results from everything 
we do, we can afford the audacious waste which 
allows the freedom of the press and of the univer
sities, of the law and of each person within the 
state. 

• (Continued from page 28) 

How can this be achieved? Last year we 
started a catechetical course for parents whose 
children we prepared for first confession and 
communion. The attendance was remarkable 
and the in terest and co-operation very good .. 
Parents are more wil ling and eager than we often 
think. 

It will , however, not always be possible to 
reach all parents by special courses . The printed 
word can be brought into the home where the 
spoken word cannot reach. Pamphlets, parents'· 
letters, parish letters, suitable books for parents 
and children should be made available in the 
family apostolate for the catechetical training of 
parents. 

Parents' most effective teaching, however, wilt 
not be in what they say, but in what they DO. 
Their own doing at Holy Mass, at family prayer, 
in dealing with others, will achieve more in the 
minds and hearts of their children than anything 
they say. 
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A Better Catechetical T rai11,i11,g 
of Pare11,ts 

by Sr. M. THEODULA, C.P.S. 

W
E looked at the actual state of 
religious education in the Christian 
families (November issue of LUMEN) 
and saw that there were great deficieP-

cies. In the February issue we stated what 
Christian family education ought to be. We now 
ask how the family can be helped. 

It is obvious from the answers to the ques
tionai res ( of which over three hundred were 
Gent to parishes and schools all over the Union) 
that help is needed. Alone the family cannot 
succeed. Parents must be enlightened, supported, 
helped and encouraged in their task. How ought 
we to set about this? What is possible and useful 
to most of our parishes. 

Commonsense says "Begin at the beginning", 
which means in our case, begin with the training 
of children in school. Begin with the training of 
the future parents as early as possible . I wish to 
say, however, begin with the parents too, for 
without their help, without their example and en
couragement, all we could do would be little 
more than patchwork. 

A. The Remote Training of the Future Parents 

1. The Child in Primary School 

Training the future parents begins in fact with 
the education of children in school. The way in 
which they are taught religion is important for 
their future tasks as fathers and mothers. Bad 
teaching methods are not likely to help children 
develop as adults leading vital Christian lives. 
The timeworn, dry analysis of lengthy, difficult 
catechisms certainly will have little effect. On 
the other hand, we could hope that parents to 
whom the truths of religion were heralded as 
God's good news during their early years at 
school would gladly and eagerly convey this 
treasure to their children in a vital and inspiring 
way. 
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The personal example of the teacher durino 
this time is of the utmost importance. It is not 
enough to tell children what thev should believe 
and what they should do. They" should be given 
proof of the teacher 's own faith and desire to do 
good. Children, especially the younger ones, see 
God through the eyes of those who train them. 
Their conception of religion and its values is very 
much influenced by the way in which their 
teachers apply these values to everyday life. 

From the earliest years the children should be 
shown that they are part of a community of a 
body whose members are dependant upon' each 
other. They should be shown that we ensure our 
own salvation by sharing with our neighbours the 
grace God gives us. 

2.-The Adolescent Boy or Girl 
This wonderful transition stage is of great im

portance. It is at once a time of stress, of ques
ti~ning and of ideal making. Boys and girls at 
this stage should be helped in the transformation 
of their faith from the childish forms in which it 
has been assimilated into adult ideas and to find 
answers to their questions. They should be 
helped too, to adjust to the rapid changes they 
are experiencing i11 body, mind, emotions and get 
ready for their new position as they draw away 
from childhood and move towards adulthood. 

Many of our parents are good but unprepared 
to help their adolescent sons and daughters . 
Many of our teachers are good but unprepared to 
give the youth the guidance they need when so 
much is at stake. 

3. The Advent of Maturity 
It is difficult to reach young people at this 

stage. "Yet to dispense with this third stage of 
training" says Fr. J ungmann, "would be tanta
mount to building a house without a roof." We 
should discuss with the young men and women 
the problems that confront them in the world in 
which they live. We should talk to them about 
their work and profession, help them in their 
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problems connected with sex and family and show 
them that faith and science do not contradict each 
other. They should become fully aware of their 
duties as confirmed Christians and shoulder their 
responsibility in God's Kingdom . 

We turn aside now from the chronological ap
proach and consider the question of 

B. Tbe Immediate Preparation for Marriage 

COURTSHIP 
Courtship is all important. There is a great 

need for giving the young men and women the 
guidance so much needed to make a wise choice 
of the marriage partner and to achieve lasting 
happiness in the home. 

The young people should be helped to under
stand the supreme importance of choosing the 
right partner because it will be decisive for their 
earthly and even the eternal happiness of them
selves and of their children. They must see that 
the choice should be made with the greatest care, 
prudence and wisdom. They should be en
couraged to have extensive friendships and use 
the oppor tunities which Church and society pro
vide. They should know that the purpose of 
steady company is to know each other, i.e. , to 
discover each other's qualities of mind, heart and 
character, the congeniality of taste, culture and 
disposition. Above all they should be encouraged 
to keep courtship on a high plane and to receive 
the sacraments of penance and the Eucharist fre
quently. 

CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
COURSES should not be overlooked either. In 
the Ranchi Mission of India, all Catholics have to 
undergo a "catechumenate" before receiving the 
sacrament of matrimony. Can we do something 
similar for our people who live in towns and in 
the reserves? There are unlimited prospects for 
the Catholic Apostolate. We must save the 
family which is in danger. Many African families 
are disrupted by the system of migratory labour 
which is frequently the cause of adultery, juvenile 
delinquency and crime. There is great ignorance 
of the nature, dignity, rights and duties of mar
riage. Many young people · enter marriage with
out adequate moral and mental preparation which 
are so necessary to fit them for the heavy respon
sbilities of this sacrament. 

A number of parishes have made the Sodality 
of Our Lady an apostol ic agency for the prepara
tion of young women for adult life, particularly 
the married state. More could be done. The 
methods of the Y.C.W., if given fuller considera
tion, will prove most helpful. We should have 
a Christian elite, teachers, nurses , social assis
tants, catechists, nuns, and priests who, with a 
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knowledge of the sphere of life and social struc
ture and a thorough grounding in the methods of 
modern catechesis, can work among the people 
and can prepare the future parents . Marriage 
courses given regularly in all parishes would do 
an immense amount of good. They would coun
sel for a happier and more stable Christian mar
riage and family. 

The marriage preparation courses, however, do 
not do away with the 

CATECHETICAL TRAINING OF MARRIED 
COUPLES 

Three years ago, after a catechetical week-end 
refresher course at one of the mission stations of 
the Mariannhill diocese, a Catholic man ap
proached me with the following request-"Could 
you not show your method of teaching to all the 
mothers in the country? It would certainly make 
a difference." As every course was attended by 
married women who in most cases were also the 
office bearers of the Catholic African Women 
Association, I asked these to carry the new ap
proach into their monthly meetings where most 
of the Catholic mothers could be reached. Our 
African Sisters will be most important agents of 
the family apostolate in the near future. To them 
the African milieu is more familiar, they speak 
the language, they are acquainted with the cus
toms, they are one of them. They can easily 
make contacts with the people especially the 
mothers and thereby help and advise them. 

WHAT SHOULD PARENTS KNOW AND DO? 
A follow-up of the marriage preparation course 

is necessary and should be given soon. It is too 
late to awaken fathers and mothers to the prob
lems of religious education and formation of their 
children when the children are six or ten years of 
age. The catechetical training of parents should 
be offered as soon as the children are born. 
Parents should be shown how: 
a) to train their children in prayer, 
b) to tell a story, 
c) to form the conscience, i.e. making God's 

law the law in the life of the child, 
d) to initiate their child into the mystery of the 

Holy Eucharist, preparing him for first con
fession and communion, 

e) to show h im the greatness of being Christ's 
witness through confirmation, 

f) to train him in chastity by giving him an alI 
round, sane education and teach him respect 
for his own body, 

g) to tell him about the facts of life, 
h) to guide and help their adolescent sons and 

daughters, 
i) to be the friend of their adult children. 
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Vt EV'IS 

ON LOBOLA O CE MORE 

Since the article on Lobola received 
from Mr. Kgomo (Wak) some time ago, 
there have been many letters to Lumen 
on the subject. We quote two of them 
- one for and one against. What do 
you think? 

G'/ 1~1THOUT going into the history of Lobo!a, 
l U I wish to point out to those who may wish 

to retain Lobola on the grounds that it is 
one custom which they would like to build their 
future with , that Lobola is not a custom which 
dates as far back as the Africans themselves. 
Lobola tarted far later. It was started by one 
person, by giving a gift to his in-laws not as pay
ment for their daughter, but just a gift. This, shall 
I say, got into fashion and spread li ke the ~ost 
contagious diseases, affecting the whole African 
community. Mind, it was merely gifts. The in
laws did not demand payment or the giving of 
gifts. 

Then it became customary to give Lobola. To
day it is no more customary, but it is a Must, 
regardless of the unfavourable consequence~ 
which follow when the young man has exhausted 
his savings in paying Lo bola, ?r, altern~tively, 
failing to pay the exorbitant pn~e at which his 
in-laws to be have marked their daughter, he 
simply cannot ma~ry her. . In many cases you 
find as a result, children bemg born out of w~d
lock. Instead of abolishing Lobola, the practice 
of pay as you wear is encouraged i_n som; 
quarters. When are we going to top this trade. 

What do we say, when we kneel before the 
altar in front of a priest admi~i~tering the s~cra; 
ment of matrimony and solem01smg our marnage. 
I need not quote, we have heard it often. But 
what strikes me is that we say: "I take . . . as 
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my partner ... " That is, if you will allow me, 
as my equal; which is true and logical. - And 
Adam said: "This now is bone of my bones, and 
flesh of my flesh: ... wherefore a man shall leave 
father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; 
and they shall be two in one flesh. " (Gen. ii 
21-24). From the above quotation , one can re
ali se that, if they be two in one flesh , they must 
be so united th at one can hardly claim that the 
one is the servant of the other. They are one, 
mutual in every respect. 

Where then is the justification of purchasing 
the other partner? Logically, if a person buys 
something, then that person by right of purchase 
and thus of ownership has a right to di pose or 
decide its d ti ny in as far as he does not violate 
the law in so doing. Will you agree therefore that 
if a young man has satisfied the demands of his 
in-laws he has automatically the right to deal with 
their daughter in any way he chooses as long 
as he remains within the bounds of law. Or will , 
you, young ladies, submit without a murmur to 
be dominated by your husbands in whatever 
manner they fi nd suitable? I am sure no reason
able person will agree to that. But he may argue 
that he has bought you. 

Let us now return to the idea of a partner as 
mentioned above. In partnership, usually if not 
always, there is a managing partner. This does 
not mean that by virtue of his managership over 
the business, he is superior to or above the other 
partners when they have all invested an equal 
sum in the enterprise. They allow him a certain 
percentage of the profit, for his service as a 
manager. Otherwise they are equal - they are 
partners. 

Why don't you allow this sort of partnership 
to prevail in marriage. That is instead of the 
young man paying Lobola to his in-laws, let the 
in-laws give their daughter a dowry. Then the 
couple will combine the dowry with what other
wise wou ld have been paid in Lobola, and have 
something to start building upon. They will be 
partners with the husband as the managing 
partner. In this way, the shocking incidents 
which are so frequent may be avoided. Sometimes 
it so happens that newly-weds do not even have 
a primus stove, cooking utensils, crockery, 
cutlery or grocery to keep soul and flesh together 
for some time at least. So they cannot budge. 
What then? Live they must. To preserve them
selves, they depend either on the husband's 
parents, some rel atives or the in-law of the man; 
till they have scrapped something. Do not forget 
that this practice is good at breeding squabbles 
between the daughter-in-law and the mother-in
law. 
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Would you say Lobola has not crippled the 
couple for a considerable time? Moreover under 
this system, the young man must support, not 
only his family, but also whosoever they might 
be staying with; out of his meagre earnings. This 
does not imply that the couple should not help 
their parents wherever possible; it only seeks to 
eliminate the erroneous belief of the parents that 
it is their right to demand this support. They 
often say: "mokgonyana ga a fetse gonyala," so 
that the son-in-law should keep on paying his 
in-laws, who logically should not be expecting 
anything from their son-in-law, whom they have 
made pay so heavily for their daughter. 

What appreciable money can the poor man 
save, for the healthy upbringing and education 
of his children under such conditions? That he 
does not earn much we all know. Has Lobola 
then to be blamed for all these? For we assume 
that the man would have started on what have 
been paid as Lobola. 

Poverty is always around among Africans. The 
African has to battle his way through many ob
stacles: some of which we could do away with, if 
only we are prepared to. As you have observed, 
one of the obstacles is Lobola and its conse
quences. Do not bring excuses as: the parents 
of the girl sustains a loss, in that they will miss 
their daughter. This can be applied to the boy's 
parents if that is a loss at all. As for the school 
fees and all that goes with it, the boy's parents 
have suffered the same. 

So let us be serious. There is no necessity 
to invent unnecessary excuses: Face the matter 
squarely and do something about it. 

ABOLISH IT! 

C. N. M. MALATSI, 
Manotshe Moduane Secondary School, 

P.O. Hebron, District Pretoria. 

• 
It is one's greatest surprise and astonishment! 

But also a great pleasure to be invited to parti
cipate in Lumen's Readers' Views in this great 
matter at large, and most particularly, in 
Bantudom, namely Lobola,, and we Christians at 
Large - one means here: Christians, both 
Catholic and Non-Catholic alike. 

Dear good Mr. Kgomo of Pietersburg presents 
us through Lumen, definitely good sentiments ! 
But! In our February Issue of 'Lumen', Mr. 
Kgomo commits a great error, if one may so 
state it . . . This Stating that :Lobola is no part 
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of the Christian marriage and that "its abolition 
would be a Blessing to us . all ! Whereas ! Its 
abolition, would certainly be a curse to us all l 
As it is - Lobola is "part and parcel" of both 
the Christian and the Civil Marriage. What Priest 
or Minister, or Civil Marriage Officer would dare 
undertake to join a couple where Lobola pre
cepts are being violated? Neither the Church 
nor the State, and definitely not the mobs, would 
dare harbour such gross insolence ! 

Briefly, "No cattle - no children ! Vide, 
Sepedi Laws and Customs by a deceased Veteran 
Native Co:nmissioner of the Great North, Mr. 
Harris R.I.P. 

Further - We are Catholics and even non
Catholics - Sons and Daughters of Abram ! 
Almighty God, Our Heavenly Father, gave to 
Abram, the name of Abraham. In token that, 
because of the Faith in Him, He would not only 
be the father or ancestor of all the multitudes 
upon multitudinous multitudes, who will like 
Him, have Faith, Hope and Charity in God ! 
Would play the game. Abraham played to God 
Almighty ! And that as sincerely like Abraham 

We are called upon as Christians to act this 
role. Read in Genesis Chapters 18 to 32 - Be 
convinced. 

Our Blessed Lord Jesus Christ, through the 
agency of our Sweet and Good missionaries from 
Europe and from even "The New World" - ad
mitted us into this Glorious Abraham Family. 
The most learned and wise Missionaries in this 
Sunny Southern Africa, have absolutely never 
dared to condemn or exterminate Lobola. The 
Christian Marriage heretofore, sort of an agitated 
blunder on this very great subject - vide Mr. 
Kgomos very short letter in our February issue, 
has set me to the imperative writing of a small 
pamphlet for the Editor of Lumen. The Editor 
will excuse this rather long article for our limited 
Lumen space. 

I am writing a pamphlet on this great subject, 
and it may, perhaps, be completed before the 
forthcoming Whitsuntide. Let us hope and trust 
that Mr. and Mrs. Kgomo of Pietersburg, will 
finance the Editor with assistance for producing 
my "eye and sense opening pamphlet" on this. 
very great subject. I am depicting the excellency, 
good sentiments, and most proper demeanour de
rived from Lo bola, just as it has, and is, tolerated 
by both Christianity and the State. I am ab
solutely sorry one is as Poor as a Church Mouse. 
To finance the Pamphlet's printing and publica
tion by the editor. 

BROTHER DANIEL, 
23 79 Kagiso Extension, 

P.O. Luipaardsvlei, Transvaal. 
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MEN, TAKE 

W E often favour one side in our natural 
equality. One finds a young man saying 
it is natural to have numerous lives. A 

man is said to be in a better state of manhood 
should he have more than one love. These young 
men have a strong belief that, as a man, it is 
foolish to have only one girl friend related to 
him in love. Of course, it is on the contrary un
wise for a girl to have many boy-lovers. 

In this case, who is to be blamed? Who is 
guilty? A young man can even hang himself 
should he hear that his girl friend has been taken 
out by another man. But he forgets that just 
before receiving the tragic news, he himself had 
just been sharing his kisses with a certain girl 
whom he called his love, too. But then, - what 
is wrong with the girl? 

Suppose his other girl friend hears of this -
which, of course, occurs day in and day out. 
How will she feel? She loves him truly. But 
now she begins to doubt him no matter how much 
he expresses his love for her, because even to that 
other one the same words were said to express 
his love. Then bow can he love both of us in 
exactly the same way? Our Lord Jesus Christ 
said: "You cannot serve two masters. It is either 
that you love the one or hate the other." It is 
impossible to have the same love for both. All 
that he is sure of is that he will marry only one 
of them, whom he pleases, but is not sure who 
it is. Therefore, the girl should not be blamed 
if she is related to another man who might be 
pleasing to her and will probably marry her. She 
is counter-balancing. 

It is very unfair for a young man to have more 
than one girl fr iend. He should be faithful to 
'one alone so that she may be sure of him. This 
would avoid worries and t roubles which lead to 
impurity of the soul. 

That is why most marriages are unsuccessful 
and unhappy throughout the world, because these 
two lovers did not have a chance of studying each 
other well ; of reading each other's nature and 
pleasures. Mostly you find that a couple marry 
just because they are in love. Yes, of course, you 
cannot marry without love. But that is not 
enough. Some men marry because the girl hap
pened to be the most beautiful among the friends 
be bas - but that should be the least reason 
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NOTE! 

....... ·······-·················· 
A READER'S VIEW. As the follow

ing letter refers to the above series of 
articles, it is relevant to quote it here. 
This letter is worded in somewhat s!rong 
language, but our reader has perhaps said 
some things that need to be said. He 
may exaggerate in what he says, but 
there is still much truth in some of his 
asset1ions. 

....................•............. , 

of all. One secret in this, you know, is that: 
"Marry Nature and not Beauty." Nature should 
be your best bride, boy. Nature never changes, 
but beauty coarsens. 

It is wrong to have more than one love. Jesus 
condemned more than one marriage in the New 
Testament. So the Church condemns many loves. 
She says: "Be sure of one to whom you will be 
fair and true;" this is the motto of the Church to 
the young man who wishes to lead a holy life in 
marriage. 

Suppose the married girl has many loves. Then 
it will spring up and be shouted at from the 
house tops that the bride is bad. They call _her 
'Ingwadla' in Zulu. They forget about the bnde
groom. He, too, deserves the same title because 
they are naturally the same, that is, they have the 
same feelings. It is therefore unfair to blame the 
one alone. 

Divorces spring up from this. The man will 
say: "I caught her with a man," and his relations 
favour him. They forget that he himself has been 
caught with a wife of another man, who~ the 
next day will report the same. So the cham of 
divorce goes on. 

In order to balance both sides it is necessary 
that we pay serious attention to this. More es
pecially as Catholics, we must not forget that the 
Church condemns divorce. Jesus Himself con
demns it. Catholic marriage should be happy 
throughout. 

ELLIOTT MASEKO, 
P.O. Glen Cowie, 

via Middelburg. 
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You get better rates on 

'CAPITAL' 
INVESTMENTS ! 

Permanent Shares 

Fixed Deposits 
(18 to 60 months) 

Fixed Deposits 
(12 to 17 months) 

Savings Accounts 
(Daily Balance) 

Savings Certificates 
Rising to 5 % according to period 
remaining unredeemed. Issued 
only in units of £25 and with
drawals on same conditions as 
Savings Accounts. 

Subscription Shares 
Payable at £1 per month per 
share and becoming fully paid 
up in three a nd three-quarter 
years and yielding £50 plus ac
crued dividends. 

6 % 

510/ 2 / 0 

4 % 

6 % 

CAPITAL 
BUILDING SOCIETY 
(Registered as a Penna
nent Society under the 
Building Society Act, 1934, 

as amended) 
Head Office: Suit 415, 

Fanorcr House, Rissik St., 
JOHANNESBURG. 

Directors: R. L C. Scott-Hayward, J.P., F.LVu (S.A.), 
F.VJ. (Enq.), (Chairman): F. Adrian Berrllh A. J. 
Connolly: O. Mitchley; B. J. Muldoon: L. K. Pu rti II; 

M. Scott-Haywan:L I.Sc.. M.C.Q.S" A.R.LC.S. 

Secretary: A. Hatchett. C.A. (S.AJ, A.C.C.S. 

AGENTS WANTED • WRITE, PHONE OR 
• CALL FOR BROCHURE 

Pretoria Representatives: 

KENT. CAMPBELL & MELTZ 
Permanent Buildings, Paul Xruger & Pretoria Sta. 

P.O. Box 1985 Phones: 2-2696 & 2-8371 

''THE SCHOOL and HOSPITAL 

SPECIALISTS" 

DAWSON & FRASER 
(PTY.). LTD. 

(Established 1912) 

Sanitary, Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers. 

• 
P.O. Box 906, 

PRETORIA. 

VAN SCHAIK'S 
supply 

* Schools 
* School Libraries 
* Teachers 
* Scholars 

Visit our Store in Church Street, Pretoria, 
for a full range of all the titles on the book 
lists and those prescribed for the University 

of South Africa. 

VAN SCHAIK'S 
BOOK STORE 

P.O. Box 724 PRETORIA 
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What about becoming an OBLATE? 

You could do much 

to save the Souls 

of your people. 

For particulars write to: 

Very Rev. Fr. Superior, 

O.M.I. Juniorate, 

Catholic Mission, 

INCHANGA, Natal. 

Silverton Pharmacy 
77(a) Pretoria Road. 

SILVERTON. 

* FOR ALL YOUR REXALL 
MEDICIN[S. 

Phone 6-4215. 

~.,...,.,..., , ...,n11,,...,,...,.,..., , ...,,...,,....,,~, 

' ' ' ' ' ONE UP ON DA VINCI -
' ' 

' ' , Leonardo da Vinci would have ' 
! loved CNA shops. They carry a range ! 
, of books on the arts and sciences -
' ' , varied enough to have satisfied even , 
' ' , this versatile creative giant. Th~y -
, place at your disposal fascinating in- , 
, formation about the world's art , 
! treasures and great artists of all ! 
, periods. And that's something da ' 
' ' - Vinci didn't have. , 
' ' 
' ' ' ' ! CENTRAL NEWS ! 
' ' ' AGE CY LIMITED ' ' ~ 
- ' .,...,.,...,,....,.,...,.,...,,...,,...,,...,.,...,,,.Jar,~.,~ 

ALEX'S STUDIO 
"THE PHOTOGRAPHER" 

52 PRINSLOO STREET. 

PRETORIA. 

Phone 2-4749. 

WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHS A 
SPECIALITY 

Open all days on Saturdays. 

School Groups, Clubs, Choirs, etc., 
Special prices on request. 

Passports, drivers' lincences. exemption 
pass an:l reference book photos given 

priority. 

Framing .Jf Certificates, Photos, etc., 
undertaken at short notice. 
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' ' ' COMMERCIAL & GENERAL PRINTERS -
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• ' ' ' ' ' 
• ASSOCIATE COMP ANY ' 
• ' ' PERMANENT STATIONERS ' ' (PTY.) LTD. ' 
-' ' STEEL OFFICE FURNITURE. ' ' ' RIBBONS AND CARBONS. ' ' 

ALL TYPES OF SCHOLASTIC GOODS. ' ' ' ' 
218, PRETORIUS STREET. 

PRETORIA. 
' ' ' ' 

Phone 3-1135. ' ' ' ' ' 
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Printed by Capital Printers (Pty.) Ltd., Pretoria. 



MISSION TO TH 
799 UNITED NA IONS PLAZA 

NEW YORK, N1 Y, 10017 

OFFfCIAL BUSINESS 

mv. 


	A3.3.2.1
	A3.3.2.2
	A3.3.2.3
	A3.3.2.4
	A3.3.2.5
	A3.3.2.6
	A3.3.2.7
	A3.3.2.8
	A3.3.2.9
	A3.3.2.10
	A3.3.2.11
	A3.3.2.12
	A3.3.2.13
	A3.3.2.14
	A3.3.2.15
	A3.3.2.16
	A3.3.2.17
	A3.3.2.18
	A3.3.2.19
	A3.3.2.20
	A3.3.2.21
	A3.3.2.22
	A3.3.2.23
	A3.3.2.24
	A3.3.2.25
	A3.3.2.26
	A3.3.2.27
	A3.3.2.28
	A3.3.2.29
	A3.3.2.30
	A3.3.2.31
	A3.3.2.33
	A3.3.2.34
	A3.3.2.35
	A3.3.2.36
	A3.3.2.37
	A3.3.2.38
	A3.3.2.39
	A3.3.2.40
	A3.3.2.41
	A3.3.2.42
	A3.3.2.43
	A3.3.2.44
	A3.3.2.45
	A3.3.2.46
	A3.3.2.47
	A3.3.2.48
	A3.3.2.49
	A3.3.2.50
	A3.3.2.51
	A3.3.2.52
	A3.3.2.53
	A3.3.2.54
	A3.3.2.55
	A3.3.2.56
	A3.3.2.57
	A3.3.2.58
	A3.3.2.59
	A3.3.2.60
	A3.3.2.61
	A3.3.2.62
	A3.3.2.63
	A3.3.2.64
	A3.3.2.65
	A3.3.2.66
	A3.3.2.67
	A3.3.2.68
	A3.3.2.69
	A3.3.2.70
	A3.3.2.71
	A3.3.2.72
	A3.3.2.73
	A3.3.2.74



