
W R I  O F F I C E  R E P O R T  F O R  T T O  1988 T R I E N N I A L

T h i s  r e p o r t  is d i v i d e d  into t h r e e  parts: l o o k i n g  f i r s t  a t  theme, 
s e c o n d  g e o g r a p h y  a n d  t h i r d  o r g a n i s a t i o n a l  m a t t e r s .  T h e  deteriorating 
f in a n c e s  of t h e  w r i  is th e  s u b j e c t  of t h e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  r e p o r t  - t h i s  
d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o r g a n i s e d  from t h e  office.

W h i l e  s o m e  o f  th e  m ass p e a c e  movements, a n d  s o m e  W R I  S e c t i o n s  too, 
a r e  faltering, th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ha s  s p r e a d  i t s e l f  m o r e  w i d e l y  s i n c e  
t h e  last T r i e n n i a l .  Perhaps it h a s  a l s o  s p r e a d  i t s e l f  t o o  t h i nly. 
N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e  g r e a t  v a r i e t y  of p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h i s  T r i e n n i a l  is 
a l s o  a r e f l e c t i o n  of the p r o g r e s s  WR I  h a s  m a d e  t o w a r d s  b e c o m i n g  a 
m o r e  g l o b a l  o r g a n i sation.

T h e  ra n g e  o f  W R I ^ s  w o r k  has b e e n  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y  W R I ' s  t a k i n g  o n  a 
t h i r d  f u l l - t i m e  w o r k e r  in London, a n d  b y  o u r  j o i n i n g  t h e  t w e n t i e t h  
c e n t u r y  r e v o l u t i o n  in o f f i c e  equipment.

T h i s  p e r i o d  ha s  a l s o  b e e n  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  l oss o f  M y r t l e  S o l o m o n  in 
A p r i l  1987. S h e  h a d  b e e n  at t h e  h e a r t  o f  t h e  W R I  fo r  12 years, 
r e s c u i n g  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  from n e a r - c o l l a p s e  in t h e  l a t e  1970s. W e  
m i s s  h e r  g reatly.

In M y r t l e ' s  memory, the ow n e r  of 55 D a w e s  S t r e e t  h a s  d o n a t e d  th e  
b u i l d i n g  t o  t h e  WRI.

I THEMES

1. C o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n
a) T h e  U N  vote: 1987 will a lso b e  r e m e m b e r e d  b y  C O s  a r o u n d  t h e  
w o r l d  a s  th e  y e a r  w h e n  the U N  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  H u m a n  R i g h t s  f i n a l l y  
v o t e d  to r e c o g n i s e  CO as a h u m a n  right. T h i s  m a r k e d  t h e  c u l m i n a t i o n  
o f  a p r o c e s s  w h i c h  b e g a n  w i t h  a p e t i t i o n  c a m p a i g n ,  l a u n c h e d  b y  W R I  
in 1968, w h i c h ' c o l l e c t e d  40,000 s i g n a t u r e s  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  U N  
C o m m i s s i o n  in 'Geneva.

S i n c e  t h e  U N  decision, W R I  h a s  c i r c u l a t e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  U N  
d e c i s i o n  t o  m a n y  g r o u p s  in count r i e s  w h e r e  C O  is n o t  r e c o g n i s e d .
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b) M i c h a l i s  Ma r a g a k i s ,  Gre e c e ' s  first p a c i f i s t  a n d  p o l i t i c a l l y -  
m o t i v a t e d  CO, h a s  f o cused a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  i s s u e  as n e v e r  b e fore, 
b o t h  w i t h i n  G r e e c e  an d  internationally. In A p r i l  1987 alone, t he 
m o n t h  a f t e r  h i s  arrest, h e  re c e i v e d  55, 0 0 0  l e t t e r s  o f  support.

M i c h a l i s  h as sh o w n  the p o w e r  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s t a n d  c a n  
have. S p i r o s  P s i c h a s  an d  o t h e r  COs ar e  n o w  p r e p a r e d  t o  f o l l o w  h i s  
example, as T h a n a s s i s  M a k r i s  h a s  r e c e n t l y  done.

M i c h a l i s  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  a s e r i e s  o f  t r i a l s  a n d  
i m p r i s o n m e n t s .  Hi s  4 - y e a r  s e n t e n c e  h a s  b e e n  r e d u c e d  o n  a p p e a l  t o  2 
y e a r s  a nd 2 months. T h a n a s s i s  w a s  i m p r i s o n e d  o n  12 A p r i l  a n d  ha s  
s i n c e  b e e n  s e n t e n c e d  t o  5 years. B o t h  w e n t  o n  h u n g e r  strike, 
M i c h a l i s  f o r  69 days, e n d a n g e r i n g  h i s  life. T h e y  s t o p p e d  w h e n  th e  
g o v e r n m e n t  p r o m i s e d  to intr o d u c e  a l a w  r e c o g n i s i n g  C O  i m m e d i a t e l y ,  
b u t  s t a r t e d  a g a i n  after Thanassis' sente n c e ,  o n  1 June. T h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  of t h e  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  are n o t  y e t  known.

WRI, w o r k i n g  c l o s e l y  w i t h  E B C O  a n d  A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  
h a s  p l a y e d  an e s s e n t i a l  role in m o b i l i s i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u pport. 
Da v i d  M c R e y n o l d s ,  Pie t r o  Pinna and V e r o n i c a  K e l l y  h a v e  al l  g i v e n  
e v i d e n c e  on Michalis' behalf. Than k s  ar e  e s p e c i a l l y  d u e  t o  S t e l i o s  
Psomas and S p i r o s  P s i c h a s  w h o  h ave k e p t  in r e g u l a r  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
WRI.
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c) P r i s o n e r s  f o r  P e a c e  Day: T h e  1986 c a m p a i g n  p a c k  i n c l u d e d  
a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  E m e r g e n c y  o n - E C C  
a c t i v i s t s ,  a s u r v e y  o f  C O  in t h e  c o u n t r i e s  o f  t h e  W a r s a w  P a c t ;  in 
1987 it f e a t u r e d  C O  in Poland, t h e  P l o w s h a r e s  m o v e m e n t ,  a n d  n e w s  
a b o u t  M i c h a l i s  M a r a g a k i s  a n d  t h e  U N  vote.

S o m e  S e c t i o n s  r e c e i v e d  c o m p u t e r  p r i n t - o u t s  o f  t h e  H o n o u r  
R o l l  t o  h e l p  t h e i r  p r e p a r a t i o n s  i n  a d v a n c e  o f  t h e  f i n a l  v e r s i o n .  
In 1987 e v e n  b y  m o d e m 1

E a c h  y e a r  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a c tions, on e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  
in 1 9 8 6  b e i n g  i n  Olso, w h e r e  F M K  h e l d  a n  a l l - n i g h t  v i g i l  w i t h  s e v e r a l  
o t h e r  g r o u p s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M e t h o d i s t  Church. I n  B ritain, t h e r e  h a s  
b e e n  g o o d  r e s p o n s e  t o  p r o m o t i o n  in p e a c e  m o v e m e n t  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

d) I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C O  D a y  -  15 M ay: W R I  d o e s  n o t  c o - o r d i n a t e  15 May, 
b u t  h a s  p r o v i d e d  b r i e f i n g s  o n  G r e e c e  (1986), Y u g o s l a v i a  (1987) a n d  
t h i s  y e a r  o n  Poland. T h i s  m a t e r i a l  h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  r e p r i n t e d  o r  
a d a p t e d  a n d  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a c t i o n s  i n  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s .

F r o m  Y u g o s l a v i a ,  M a r k o  H r e n  -  w h o  , h a s  b e e n  i n  f r e q u e n t  
p h o n e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  office, a n d  h a s  s p e n t  t h r e e  w e e k s  i n  L o n d o n -  
an d  G v i d o  Z l a t k e s  f r o m  P o l a n d  h a v e  b e e n  e s p e c i a l l y  h e l p f u l .

e) D e c l a r a t i o n  a g a i n s t  C o n s c r i p t i o n : D r a f t e d  a t  t h e  R e n k u m  C o u n c i l  
m e e t i n g ,  t h i s  w a s  c i r c u l a t e d  b y  W o l f r a m  B e y e r  a n d  h a s  n o w  b e e n  
s i g n e d  b y  25 W R I  affi l i a t e s .

f) N e t w o r k i n g :
W R I  h a s  l i a i s e d  w i t h  o t h e r  g r o u p s  a t  even t s  s u c h  as t h e  E u r o p e a n  
P a r l i a m e n t  ( Partito Radic a l e )  S y m p o s i u m  o n  "C O  a n d  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  
A f f i r m a t i o n "  a n d  t h e  a n n u a l  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  C O  n e t w o r k  m e e t i n g s ,  
w h i c h  w e  h a v e  a l s o  p u b l i c i s e d  a m o n g  al l  C O  g r o u p s  o n  o u r  d a t a b a s e .  
In c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a n d  t h e  I m m i g r a t i o n  
A d v i s o r y  S e r v i c e  in B r itain, t h e  o f f i c e  h o p e s  t o  b e g i n  a n  a t t e m p t  
to e s t a b l i s h  w a r  r e s i s t a n c e  a s  a b a s i s  f or asylum: t h i s  is 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  u r g e n t  f o r  r e s i s t e r s  t o  t h e  G u l f  War.

g) E B C O  is n o w  in s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  d i f f i c u l t y  a n d  e m p l o y s  n o  staff. 
M a u r i c e  M o n t e t  r e p r e s e n t s  W R I  o n  t h e  board, a n d  t h e  W R I  o f f i c e  
c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  f r i e n d l y  l i a i s o n  w i t h  t h i s  a n d  w i t h  E B C O ' s  
f o r m e r  staff.

h) Q u a k e r  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  O f f i c e :  W e  h a v e  h a d  g o o d  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
M a r t i n  M a c P h e r s o n ,  t h e  n e w  p e r s o n  w o r k i n g  o n  CO, a n d  w h o  d i d  a lot 
of b a c k g r o u n d  w o r k  i n  G e n e v a  f or t h e  h u m a n  r i g h t s  c o m m i s s i o n  vote, 
a nd w h o  h a s  v i s i t e d  t h e  office.

2. W o m e n
a-) T h e  W o m e n ' s  G a t h e r i n g  o n  t h e  t h e m e  " F e m i n i s m  a n d  N o n v i o l e n c e " ,  
o r i g i n a l l y  p r o p o s e d  f o r  Spain, t o o k  p l a c e  in I r eland. M o s t  o f  t h e  
c o - o r d i n a t i o n  w a s  d o n e  f r o m  t h e  W R I  office.

A  w o r k s h o p - b a s e d  event, t h e  g a t h e r i n g  a c h i e v e d  m u c h  w i d e r  
o u t r e a c h  t h a n  t h e  1 9 7 6  o r  1 9 8 0  w o m e n ' s  c o n f e r e n c e s ,  w i t h  a b o u t  50 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  f r o m  21 c o u n t r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  H o n g  Kong, T h a i l a n d ,  Poland, 
Y u g o s l a v i a  a n d  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  S p e c i a l  t h a n k s  a r e  d u e  t o  G a i l  Chester, 
M a r g a r e t  Clark, E l l e n  Elster, U l l a  E berhard, O r l a  N i  h E i l i  a n d  T r u i  
M a s s c h e l e i n .  R e p o r t s  f r o m  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  ar e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  th e  
l a t e s t  i s s u e  of W R I  Women.

b) T h e  f i r s t  is s u e  o f  W R I  W o m e n  w a s  e d i t e d  b y  L i n d a  P e i r s o n  a n d  
i n s e r t e d  in th e  W R I  N e w s l e t t e r ;  t h e  second, a s e p a r a t e  p u b l i c a t i o n ,  
w a s  e d i t e d  b y  E l l e n  E l s t e r  a n d  p r o d u c e d  in th e  W R I  o f f i c e  in t i m e  
for t he w o m e n ' s  g a t h e r i n g .  T h e  third, f e a t u r i n g  r e p o r t s  o f  th e  
w o m e n ' s  ga t h e r i n g ,  w a s  m a i n l y  e d i t e d  an d  p r o d u c e d  b y  F r a n c o i s e  
P o t t i e r  a n d  S h e l l e y  A nderson, w i t h  th e  WRI o f f i c e  h a n d l i n g  m u c h  of
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3. W i d e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  C O
a) W a r  T a x  R e s i s t a n c e :  T h e  W R I  N e w s l e t t e r  h a s  f e a t u r e d  w t r  an d  
peace t a x  c a m p a i g n i n g  r e g u l a r l y  s i n c e  1985, a n d  h a s  s o  f a r  c o v e r e d  
17 c a m p a i g n s  in 14 c o u n tries. T h e  o f f i c e  h a s  h a d  r e q u e s t s  for 
info r m a t i o n  f rom as fa r  a w a y  as t h e  I n i c i a t i v a  N o - V i o l e n c i a  in 
Colombia.

T h e  first i n t e r n a t i o n a l  w a r  t a x  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s  o r g a n i s e d  
by o h n e  R u s t u n g  L e b e n  in T u b i n g e n  i n  S e p t e m b e r  1986, V e r o n i c a  from 
the o f f i c e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  WRI. T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a g r e e d  t o  u s e  t h e  W R I  
N e w s l e t t e r  as th e  m a i n  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  p o i n t  f o r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  ta x  
resist a n c e  network. T h e  s e c o n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  m e e t i n g  w i l l  b e  t his 
O c t o b e r  in th e  N e t h e r l a n d s .

b) R e f u s i n g  W a r  S e m i n a r  -  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  a n d  N o n - c o -  
operation: a n  i n t e n s e  a n d  s t i m u l a t i n g  s e m i n a r  i n  B r u s s e l s  in February
1987 w a s  o r g a n i s e d  in c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G r e e n  A l t e r n a t i v e  
E uropean L i n k  ( G R A E L ) . S p e a k e r s  i n c l u d e d  I n g v a r  Bratt, t h e  S w e d i s h  
e ng i n e e r  wh o  qui.t Bofors, a n d  a B r i t i s h  s c i e n t i s t  i n v o l v e d  in the 
Star W a r s  R e s e a r c h  Boycott. T h e  B e l g i a n  m i l i t a r y  w e r e  l a t e r  
reprimanded in th e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t  for e l e c t r o n i c  s u r v e i l l a n c e

t his i n t e r n a t i o n a l  event. A  s e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p a p e r s  f r o m  t h e  
se m inar is a v a i l a b l e  i n  E nglish, F r e n c h  a n d  G e r m a n .  T h a n k s  a r e  d u e  
to C h r i s t i n e  M e r k e l  o f  G R A E L  a n d  n u m e r o u s  f r i e n d s  a t  t h e  M a i s o n  de 
La P a i x  for t h e i r  w o r k  o n  this, t o  B u r k h a r d  D o e m p k e  fo r  a r r a n g i n g  
the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  fo r  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  d a y s  o f  t h e  se m i n a r ,  a n d  a l s o  
~ -o  G R A E L  and t he I t a l i a n  T a x  R e s i s t a n c e  F u n d  f o r  f i n a n c i n g  th e  
jvent.

4. S o c i a l  d e f e n c e  f

VRI's n e x t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  g a t h e r i n g  w i l l  b e  a s e m i n a r  o n  n o n v i o l e n t  
social d e f e n c e  i n  B e lgium. V i n c e n t  D e c r o l y  is a b o u t  t o  p r o d u c e  
;ome w o r k i n g  p a p e r s  f o r  this.

3. G E O G R A P H I C A L  A R E A S  

l. S o u t h  A f r i c a

Respite th e  E m e r g e n c y  - w h i c h  w a s  d e c l a r e d  i n  J u n e  1 986 a n d  f o r c e d  
is to d r o p  p l a n s  for a d e l e g a t i o n  t o  S o u t h  A f r i c a  - t h e  o f f i c e  has 
e m ained in c l o s e  t o u c h  w i t h  t h e  E n d  C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  s i n c e  
he last T r i e n n i a l . T h i s  h a s  b e e n  h e l p e d  b y  v i s i t s  t o  L o n d o n  from 
i total of 11 a o r e  E C C  a c t i vists, a n d  b y  A d e l e  K e r s t i n  a n d  A n i t a  
;romberg a t t e n d i n g  th e  W o m e n ' s  G a t h e r i n g .

I n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  C a t h o l i c  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  
n t e m a t i o n a l  R e l a t i o n s  in L o n d o n  a n d  M a t t  M e y e r  o f  U S  WRL, th e  
>ffice w a s  e s p e c i a l l y  a c t i v e  m o n i t o r i n g  E C C  d e t e n t i o n s  a n d  a l e r t i n g  
he WR I  network. We h a v e  a l s o  k e p t  in t o u c h  w i t h  I F O R  a n d  h a v e  c o 
operated w i t h  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  W a r  R e s i s t a n c e  (COSAWR).

S e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  k e e n  t o  w o r k  o n  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  S i n c e  
he l ast T r i e nnial, E C C  p e o p l e  h a v e  t o u r e d  t h e  US, S w e d e n  an d  
inland, C O S A W R  m e m b e r s  t h e  FRG, I t a l y  a n d  N o r w a y ,  a n d  m a n y  g r o u p s  
ave s h o w n  the v i d e o  " M a r c h i n g ' O r d e r s " . T h e  m o s t  a m b i t i o u s  p r o j e c t -  
a E u r o p e a n  s p e a k i n g  t o u r  fo r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  " C a p e  T o w n  23" 
fell through, d e s p i t e  Sections' e n t h u s i a s m ,  b e c a u s e  o f  i n t e r n a l  

r o b l e m s .

. S o u t h  a n d  C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a

) s e r p a j  (S e r v i c o  Pa z  y  J u s t i c i a )  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  o u r  m a i n  l i n k  in 
he area. B j £ r n  L i n d g r e n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  m e e t i n g  in Peru

? P D f T ri?ar y  b f h a l f  of r a l - H e  is W R l ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to
- R P A J - E u r o p a , a n d  R e i n o u d  D o e s c h o t  a n d  V e r o n i c a  K e l l y  h a v e  a c t e d  
s his a l t e r n a t e s  at meeti n g s .

\

b) V i s i t s :  T h e  o f f i c e  h a s  a r r a n g e d  L o n d o n  m e e t i n g s  fo r  v i s i t o r s  
i n c l u d i n g  M e r c e d e s  B u t r o n  f r o m  S E R P A J - B o l i v i a ,  I s o l i n a  R o m e r o  a n d  
G e o r g e  P o r t e r  f r o m  S E R P A J - N i c a r a g u a ,  A d o l f o  P e r e z  E s q u i v e l  (who

i c a n c e l l e d  h i s  t r i p  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i nute) a n d  P a t r i c i o  P i e t r o p a o l o  o f  
| S E R P A J - C h i l e .  T h i s  h a s  i n v o l v e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  L o n d o n - b a s e d  
' o r g a n i s a t i o n s  - s u c h  a s  Q u a k e r  P e a c e  a n d  S e rvice, t h e  C a t h o l i c  F u n d  

fo r  O v e r s e a s  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e  C a t h o l i c  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
R e l a t i o n s  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  Aid. A  n e w  B r i t i s h  s u p p o r t  g r o u p  s h o u l d  

j p r o v i d e  a d d e d  b a c k - u p  t o  t h e  o f f i c e  a r o u n d  visits, u r g e n t  actions,
| etc.
I

c) O t h e r :  S o m e  S E R P A J  g r o u p s  a r e  n o w  t a k i n g  u p  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of CO, 
a n d  n a t u r a l l y  t u r n i n g  t o  W R I  f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  this. In addit i o n ,

j F O S M O  in A r g e n t i n e  is c a m p a i g n i n g  a g a i n s t  c o n s c r i p t i o n  a n d  fo r  CO.

S e v e r a l  p e o p l e  w i t h  s t r o n g  W R I  t i e s  h a v e  j o i n e d  t h e  PB I  
e s c o r t  t e a m  in G u a t e m a l a .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  J e a n  De W a n d e l a e r ,  w h o  
s p e n t  e i g h t  m o n t h s  t h e r e  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o  El S a l v a d o r  a n d  n o w  C o s t a  
Rica, h a s  s e n t  r e g u l a r  r e ports.
d) W o r k i n g  Gro u p :  a S t o c k h o l m - b a s e d  S P A S  w o r k i n g  g r o u p  a c t s  locally.

3. A s i a

Th e  V e d c h h i  T r i e n n i a l  s p a r k e d  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n e w  S e c t i o n  in 
India, b u t  in v i e w  o f  t h e  l a r g e  A s i a n  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a t  t h e  Triennial, 
f o l l o w - u p  e l s e w h e r e  h a s  b e e n  l a r g e l y  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  s i n c e  then.

T h e r e  w e r e  t w o  A s i a n  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  W R I  w o m e n ' s  
g a t h e r i n g  (a S r i  L a n k a n  f a i l e d  t o  g e t  a v i s a ) . T h e  o f f i c e  - w i t h  
t h e  h e l p  o f  t h e  m o d e m  - p u b l i c i s e d  t h e  d e t e n t i o n s  in M a l a y s i a .

a) India: W i t h  a n e w  S e c t i o n  (WRI I n d i a ) , a n d  o u r  n e w  C h a i r  b a s e d  
in Ved c h h i ,  w e  e x p e c t  t o  i n t e n s i f y  o u r  links. T w o  c o p i e s  o f  th e
1986 T r i e n n i a l  R e p o r t  f i n a l l y  r e a c h e d  L o n d o n  a few w e e k s  ago, b u t  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  b u l k  w o n ' t  a r r i v e  fo r  a n o t h e r  c o u p l e  o f  m o n ths. 
M a n y  I n d i a n s  w a n t e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h i s  T r i e n n i a l ,  b u t  WR I  w a s  u n a b l e  to 
p r o v i d e  funds.

b) Sr i  Lanka: T h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  d e t e r i o r a t e d  so r a p i d l y  t h a t  w e  
ne e d  t o  r e t h i n k  o u r  r e s p o n s e .  S u l a k  Si v a r a k s a ,  a c t i n g  o n  b e h a l f  of 
PBI, I F o R  a n d  WRI, o r g a n i s e d  a m e e t i n g  in T h a i l a n d  b e t w e e n  S i n h a l e s e  
and T h a i  B u d d h i s t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p e a c e  m i s s i o n  e n v i s a g e d  b y  D evi 
P r a s a d  a n d  c o l l e a g u e s  a t  t h e  G a n d h i  P e a c e  F o u n d a t i o n ,  an d  th e

I t r a i n i n g  in V e d c h h i  for S r i  L a n k a n s  p l a n n e d  b y  N a r a y a n  D e s a i  o n  
[ b e h a l f  o f  PBI, h a v e  n o t  t a k e n  pla c e .  J e e v a g a t h a s  s u p p l i e s  r e g u l a r  

n e w s  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  o f  t h e  N o n v i o l e n t  D i r e c t  A c t i o n  G r o u p ' s  
ow n  p r o g r a m m e ,  a n d  g e t s  s u p p o r t  f r o m  s o m e  Sections, b u t  c e n t r a l l y  
W R I ' s  r e s p o n s e  h a s  b e e n  weak.

4. E a s t e r n  E u r o p e
T h e  1 9 8 5 - 8 8  p e r i o d  h a s  s e e n  a b l o s s o m i n g  o f  i n d e p e n d e n t  a u t h e n t i c  
p e a c e  g r o u p s  in E a s t e r n  E u r o p e ,  a n d  W R I  h a s  p l a y e d  a full p a r t  in 
t h e  n e t w o r k  o f  W e s t e r n  m o v e m e n t s  p u r s u i n g  d e t e n t e  f r o m  below.

a) CO: I n  t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  y e a r s ,  C O  h a s  e m e r g e d  as a m a j o r  is s u e  for 
e a c h  o f  t h e  i n d e p e n d e n t  p e a c e  m o v e m e n t s  in E a s t e r n  E u r ope, a n d  a CO 
n e t w o r k  is n o w  g r o w i n g  w i t h i n  E a s t e r n  Europe. T h i s  s p r ing, a j o i n t  
E a s t  E u r o p e a n  C O  D e c l a r a t i o n  w a s  l a u n c h e d  b y  o v e r  400 m e m b e r s  of 
i n d e p e n d e n t  g r o ups. A s  n u c l e a r  d i s a r m a m e n t  m o v e m e n t s  i n c r e a s i n g l y  
f ind t h a t  t h e y  n e e d  a " d e m i l i t a r i s a t i o n "  p e r s p e c t i v e  o n  E a s t - W e s t  
qu e s t i o n s ,  W R I  h a s  c o m e  t o  b e  s e e n  as a v i t a l  resource.



b) P o l a n d :  A  p r i o r i t y  h a s  b e e n  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  W o l n o s c  i P o k o j  ( W i P  
- F r e e d o m  a n d  P e a c e )  m o v e m e n t ,  a l e r t i n g  W R I  a f f i l i a t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s ,  t o  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  a n d  t h e n  r e p r e s s i o n  o f  W i P .

H o w a r d  C l a r k  w e n t  t o  P o l a n d  t w i c e  i n  1987: f i r s t  t o  a t t e n d  
t h e  W i P  s e m i n a r  i n  M a y  a n d  t h e n  i n  N o v e m b e r  f o r  t h e  W R I  p e r s o n a l  
p e a c e  t r e a t y  d e l e g a t i o n  t o  W r o c l a w .  F i v e  o f  t h e  8 - p e r s o n  g r o u p  
w e r e  a r r e s t e d  a n d  e x p e l l e d ,  b u t  t r e a t i e s  w e r e  d r a w n  u p  a n d  w i l l  b e  
p u b l i s h e d .

A t  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l e v e l ,  H o w a r d  h a s  h a d  f o u r  m e e t i n g s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  o n e  i n  W a r s a w ,  w i t h  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  
P o l i s h  P e a c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  M i c h a e l  R a n d l e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  P o l i s h  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  A f f a i r s  s e m i n a r  i n  N o v e m b e r  198 7 .

O n e  P o l i s h  w o m a n  m a n a g e d  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  W o m e n ' s  G a t h e r i n g .

A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  s o m e  W i P  m e m b e r s ,  W R I  a n d  I F O R  h a v e  b e e n  
d i s c u s s i n g  o r g a n i s i n g  i n t r o d u c t o r y  w o r k s h o p s  o n  n o n v i o l e n c e  training. 
T h e  W i P  p e o p l e  a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  W e s t e r n  p r a c t i c e s  
a r e  u s e f u l .  T h e  f i r s t  w o r k s h o p  w i l l  h a p p e n  j u s t  a f t e r  t h e  T r i e n n i a l .

c) o t h e r :  D a v i d  M c R e y n o l d s  h a s  v i s i t e d  o f f i c i a l  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  
g r o u p s  i n  t h e  G D R ,  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a n d  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a ,  M i c h a e l  R a n d l e  
w a s  t o  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  W R I  a t  t h e  J u n e  1 9 8 8  C h a r t e r  77 s e m i n a r .

A n d  m a n y  o t h e r  W R I  m e m b e r s  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  d e t e n t e  
f r o m  b e l o w .  M a n y  a c c o u n t s  h a v e  b e e n  p u b l i s h e d  i n  S e c t i o n s '  o r  
A s s o c i a t e s '  p a p e r s ,  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  o n  m a n y  t i m e s  t o  
s u p p l y  a d d r e s s e s .

B u t  v e r y  f e w  p e o p l e  r e p o r t  b a c k !

5. T h e  M i d d l e  E a s t

W o r k i n g  G r o u p :  T h e r e  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  t h r e e  m a i l i n g s  f r o m  t h e  M i d d l e  
E a s t  W o r k i n g  G r o u p .  T h e  f i r s t  w a s  c i r c u l a t e d  i n  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 7  
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  N a r a y a n  D e s a i  a n d  c o n v e n o r  A n d r e w  R i g b y  a t t e n d e d  a 
c o n f e r e n c e  o n  n o n v i o l e n c e  i n  A m m a n ,  J o r d a n .  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  
s u p p o r t i n g  I s r a e l i  d r a f t  r e s i s t e r s  a n d  COs, T h e  W R I  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  
B r o k e n  R i f l e  h a v e  p u b l i c i s e d  t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  n e w  I F o R  S e c t i o n  
( P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  I s r a e l i s  f o r  N o n v i o l e n c e ) , t h e  a n t i - P e a c e  L a w  
c a m p a i g n e r s  a n d  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  C e n t r e  f o r  t h e  S t u d y  o f  N o n v i o l e n c e  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  a t t e m p t s  t o  e x p e l  t h e  C e n t r e ' s  c o - o r d i n a t o r ,  M u b a r a k  
A w a d .  W R I  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  o n  t h e  B o a t  o f  R e t u r n  b y  A n d r e w  R i q b y  
a n d  D a v i d  M c R e y n o l d s .  T h r e e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  f r o m  A s s o c i a t e  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  w e r e  a l s o  o n  b o a r d .

B u t  W R I  a n d  i t s  S e c t i o n s  c a n  b e  c r i t i c i s e d  f o r  n o t  
r e s p o n d i n g  m o r e  a c t i v e l y  t o  t h e  i n t e n s e  g r o w t h  i n  d r a f t  r e s i s t a n c e  
a n d  t o  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n s '  c a l l  f o r  a b o y c o t t  o f  I s r a e l i  p r o d u c e .

6. T h e  P a c i f i c :  W R l ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c  h a s  l a r g e l y  b e e n

a r t l ^ l e s m  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r  a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e t w o r k i n g  
. ^ V l t l e s  v i c e - c h a i r  P e t e r  J o n e s ,  C h a r l i e  S c h e i n e r  a n d  J o h n

. 1 i  *?a v e  ,b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  s u p p l y i n g  t h e  o f f i c e  w i t h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  m i l i t a r i s a t i o n  h e r e .

C. O R G A N I S A T I O N

T h e  T r e a s u r e r ' s  R e p o r t  d i s c u s s e s  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  i n  W R I ' s  f i n a n c e s  
as c o r e  e x p e n d i t u r e  h a s  g r o w n  a n d  c o r e  i n c o m e  s t a g n a t e d .

1. S e c t i o n  v i s i t s /  f i e l d w o r k

cVeroi?ic a  s P e n t  t w o  w e e k s  ^  S p a i n  v i s i t i n g  s i x  g r o u p s .  
D a v i d  M c R e y n o l d s  a n d  H o w a r d  m e t  w i t h  U P F  a n d  M O C  i n  P a r i s .  D a v i d

V l s ft e d  D F G - I d K  i n  H a m b u r g ,  D F G - V K  i n  B o n n ,  a n d  I d K - B e r l i n
F°GA_ a n n u a !  m e e t i n g .  M y r t l e  h a d  a g r e e d



In 1 9 8 7  a n d  1988, D a v i d  v i s i t e d  m a n y  g r o u p s  in t h e  FRG.
In O c t o b e r  1987, the e x e c u t i v e  m e t  in B o n n  to d i a l o g u e  w i t h  D F G - V K ,  
in p a r t i c u l a r  a b o u t  r e s e r v a t i o n s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  h a d  h a d  a b o u t  t h e  
O l o f  P a l m e  P e a c e  M a r c h  a n d  W R l ' s  d e l i g h t  a t  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  o u t c o m e  
of t h i s  c o m m o n  a c t i o n .  A f t e r w a r d s ,  D a v i d  a n d  V e r o n i c a  e a c h  t o u r e d  
D F G - V K  g r o u p s ,  D a v i d  g o i n g  s o u t h  a n d  V e r o n  n o r t h .  H o w a r d  a t t e n d e d  
m e e t i n g s  of I O T  in B r u s s e l s  a n d  S P A S  in S t o c k h o l m .  T h e r e  a r e  p l a n s  
for f i e l d  t r i p s  to S w i t z e r l a n d  a n d  P o r t u g a l .

In a d d i t i o n ,  p e o p l e  f r o m  m e m b e r  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  f r e q u e n t l y  
d r o p  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e .  ( T h i s  c a n  be v e r y  u s e f u l ,  b u t  w e ' d  l i k e  it 
if m o r e  p e o p l e  p h o n e d  f i r s t . )

2. L i a i s o n

a) I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F e l l o w s h i p  of R e c o n c i l i a t i o n  ( I F o R ) :  T h e  I F o R  a n d  
WRJ o f f i c e s  a r e  in f r e q u e n t  c o n t a c t .  H o w a r d  v i s i t e d  J i m  F o r r e s t  
a f t e r  t h e  R e n k u m  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g .  F r a n  o i s e  P o t t i e r ,  s e c r e t a r y  of 
I F oR, a n d  A n i t a  K r o m b e r g  a t t e n d e d  t h e  w o m e n ' s  g a t h e r i n g ,  a n d  
F r a n c o i s e  (who c e l e b r a t e d  h e r  b i r t h d a y  in t h e  WRI o f f i c e )  c o - p r o d u c e d  
t h e  l a t e s t  W R I  W o m e n .  W e  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c u s s i n g  c o - o p e r a t i o n  
s p e c i f i c a l l y  on P o l a n d  a n d  S r i  L a n k a .

b) I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P e a c e  B u r e a u  ( I P B ) :  D a v i d  M c R e y n o l d s  is a V i c e -  
P r e s i d e n t  of IPB. J o h n  M i l l e r  r e p r e s e n t e d  W R I  in C r e t e  a t  t h e  1 9 8 6  
I P B  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  a n d  s e m i n a r  o n  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s ,  V e r o n i c a  K e l l y  a t  
t h e  I P B / P e a c e  U n i o n  of F i n l a n d  s e m i n a r  on w o m e n  a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  
s y s t e m .  O i l i - A l m  r e p r e s e n t e d  W R I  a t  I P B ' s  1 9 8 7  s e m i n a r ,  a n d  B j o r n  
L i n d g r e n  a t  its a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g .  T h e  P r e s i d e n t  of IPB,
B r u c e  K e n t ,  is b a s e d  in L o n d o n  a n d  h a s  l i a i s e d  c l o s e l y  o v e r  s u p p o r t  
for M i c h a l i s  M a r a g a k i s  a n d  h i s  " O n e  W o r l d "  w a l k  f r o m  W a r s a w  to 
B r u s s e l s .

c) P e a c e  B r i g a d e s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  ( P B I ) :  N e a l  B o w e n  a t t e n d e d  t h e  P B I  
E u r o p e a n  a n n u a l  m e e t i n g  in I t a l y  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  WR I ,  a n d  K r i s t i n a  
F a x e n  t h e  o n e  in L i n d k o p i n g .  P i e t  D i j k s t r a  (PBI E u r o p e )  is in 
r e g u l a r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o f f i c e  a b o u t  Sri L a n k a ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a  
a n d  n o w  P a l e s t i n e .  B o t h  he a n d  A l a i n e  H a w k i n s  (PBI C e n t r a l  A m e r i c a  
P r o j e c t )  h a v e  v i s i t e d  D a w e s  S t r e e t .  J e a n  De W a n d e l a e r ,  w h o  h a s  
w o r k e d  w i t h  PBI in G u a t e m a l a  a n d  El S a l v a d o r ,  h a s  b e e n  a v a l u a b l e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n t .

d) E u r o p e a n  N u c l e a r  D i s a r m a m e n t :  D a v i d  a n d  H o w a r d  h a v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  
WRI a t  t h e  1 9 8 6 - 8 7  C o n v e n t i o n s ,  a n d  H o w a r d  r e p r e s e n t s  W R I  on t h e  
l i a i s o n  c o m m i t t e e .  T h e  I.e. is a u s e f u l  n e t w o r k i n g  b o d y  b u t  is 
p o o r  a t  o r g a n i s i n g .  W R I  h a s  a r r a n g e d  s p e a k e r s  a t  t h e  1 9 8 7  a n d  1 9 8 8  
C o n v e n t i o n s ,  a n d  c o n v e n e d  w o r k s h o p s  o n  C O  a n d  w a r  t a x  r e s i s t a n c e .

e) U n i t e d  N a t i o n s :  L e e  W e i n g a r t e n ,  W R I ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  to t h e  U N
in G e n e v a ,  a n d  M a u r i c e  M o n t e t  of U P F  s h o u l d  be t h a n k e d  for a t t e n d i n g  
‘the  h u m a n  r i g h t s  s e s s i o n  o n  b e h a l f  of t h e  WRI. L e e  h a s  n o w  p a s s e d  
on w i t h  r e l i e f  t h e  t a s k s  of W R I ' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in G e n e v a  to M i c h e l  
M o n o d ,  b u t  c o n t i n u e s  h e r  i n v o l v e m e n t  u n o f f i c i a l l y .  We t h a n k  L e e  for 
h e r  w o r k  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .
D a v i d  M c R e y n o l d s  is W R I ' s  U N  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  in N e w  Y o rk.

f) E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t :  T h a n k s  l a r g e l y  to C h r i s t i n e  M e r k e l  a n d  B r a m  
v a n  d e r  L e k ,  WRI e n j o y s  v e r y  g o o d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the R a i n b o w  
F r a c t i o n  in t h e  E u r o p e a n  P a r l i a m e n t .  P a r t i t o  R a d i c a l e  t e n d s  to 
m a k e  e x t r e m e l y  u r g e n t  r e q u e s t s  a t  t h e  a b s o l u t e  l a s t  m i n u t e .  T h e y  
c o - o r d i n a t e  the i n t e r p a r l i a m e n t a r y  g r o u p  on CO; H o w a r d  r e p r e s e n t e d  
WRI at t h e i r  C O  c o l l o q u i u m  in S t r a s b o u r g .  O n  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  
q u e s t i o n s ,  we h a v e  c o - o p e r a t e d  w i t h  t h e  s o c i a l i s t  g r o u p  as w e l l ,  
w h e r e  D u t c h  L a b o u r  M P  A l m a n  M e t t e n  is p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e ,  a n d  E B C O  
has s u c c e s s f u l l y  m o b i l i s e d  s o m e  s o c i a l i s t s  o n  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of C O  in 
G r e e c e .
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g) W o r l d  P e a c e  C o u n c i l :  t h e  n e w  G e n e r a l  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  WPC, 
J o h a n n e s  P a k a s l a h t i ,  h a s  v i s i t e d  D a v i d  i n  N e w  Y o r k  a n d  H o w a r d  in 
L o n d o n .  T h i s  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  a c h a n g e  i n  o u t l o o k  i n  t h e  W P C ,  in 
r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  c h a n g i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  B l o c .  I t ' w a s  
t h e r e f o r e  a g r e e d  t h a t  C h r i s t i a n  S c h m i d t  s h o u l d  a t t e n d  t h e  r e c e n t  
W P C  a s s e m b l y  i n  C z e c h o s l o v a k i a  a s  a n  o b s e r v e r  r e p r e s e n t i n g  W R I .

T h e  W P C  o f f i c e  i n  H e l s i n k i  h a s  i n v i t e d  t h e  W R I  e x e c u t i v e  
t o  s e n d  a d e l e g a t i o n  t h e r e .  T h i s  h a s  p r o v e d  i m p o s s i b l e  b e f o r e  t h e  
T r i e n n i a l .

h) O t h e r :  W R I  h a s  b e e n  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  e v e n t s  o r g a n i s e d  b y  t h e  I P C C  
a n d  t h e  E u r o p e a n  N e t w o r k  f o r  E a s t - W e s t  D i a l o g u e ,  a n d  h a s  g o o d  
i n f o r m a l  c o - o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e m .  W e  t e n d  t o  h a v e  m o r e  c o n t a c t  w i t h  
P a x  C h r i s t i  s e c t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s ,  t h a n  w i t h  PXI.

3. P u b l i c a t i o n s

a) P e r i o d i c a l s :  T h e  W R I  N e w s l e t t e r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  o u r  g r e a t e s t  
n e t w o r k i n g  t o o l ,  p r o v i d i n g  v a l u a b l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y  
r e p o r t i n g  o n  e . g .  i m p r i s o n e d  w a r  r e s i s t e r s  a n d  w a r  t a x  c a m p a i g n i n g .  
W e  h a v e  a l s o  i m p r o v e d  i t s  a p p e a r a n c e ,  a n d  n o w  t h a t  w e  h a v e  b e e n  
g i v e n  a d e s k —t o p  p u b l i s h i n g  p r o g r a m m e ,  w e  h o p e  t o  i m p r o v e  i t s  
c i r c u l a t i o n .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  N e w s l e t t e r ,  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  T r i e n n i a l  w e  
h a v e  l a u n c h e d  t h e  b i m o n t h l y  n e w s - s h e e t  T h e  B r o k e n  R i f l e  (Le F u s i l  
B r i s e ,  D a s  Z e r b r o c h e n e  G e w e h r )  a n d  t h e  t w i c e - y e a r l y  W R I  W o m e n .  W e  
h a v e  y e t  t o  f i n d  a S p a n i s h  t r a n s l a t o r  w h o  c a n  c o p e  w i t h  p r o d u c i n g  E l  
F u s i l  Q u e b r a d o .  S o m e  17 p u b l i c a t i o n s  r e s p o n d e d  t o  t h e  p i l o t  e d i t i o n  
o f  t h e  W R I  F e a t u r e s  S e r v i c e ;  p r e s s u r e  o f  w o r k  h a s  p r e v e n t e d  a n y  
f o l l o w - u p ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  n o w  i t  m i g h t  b e  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t o  w o r k  
t h r o u g h  I F O R ' s  P e a c e  M e d i a  P r o j e c t .

b) P a m p h l e t s :  R e f u s i n g  W a r  P r e p a r a t i o n s  - t h i s  s e l e c t i o n  o f  s e m i n a r  
p a p e r s  i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E n g l i s h ,  F r e n c h  a n d  G e r m a n ,  t h a n k s  t o  
t h e  t e a m  a t  t h e  B r u s s e l s  M a i s o n  d e  l a  P a i x .  P r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  
V e d c h h i  T r i e n n i a l  R e p o r t  b y  t h e  S u r u c h i  A s h r a m  h a s  j u s t  b e e n  
c o m p l e t e d :  u n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  w e  h a v e  o n l y  r e c e i v e d  t w o  c o p i e s  s o  far. 
P e t e r  J o n e s '  p a m p h l e t ,  T h e  M i l i t a r i s a t i o n  o f  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  h a s  j u s t  
b e e n  p r o d u c e d  b y  C h r i s  B o o t h .

c) T r a n s l a t o r s :  W R I ' s  v o l u n t a r y  t r a n s l a t o r s  g i v e  u s  a m a z i n g  s e r v i c e :  
H i l d a  M o r r i s ,  P e t e r  G e i g e r ,  m i c h a e l  l a n g ,  D i c k  M o o r e ,  M a r i e  C a r a j  
D a v i d  S t e p h e n s ,  M a r c e l l e  L u k e s ,  B e r n a d e t t e  R i d a r d  a n d  D i a n a  S p e a i g h t  
a n d  M a r g a r e t  a n d  A n t h o n y  L o d g e ,  a n d  a b o v e  a l l  M a r g a r e t  C u r r a n .

4. S a l e s :  B a d g e  s a l e s  b e g a n  r i s i n g  a g a i n  l a s t  y e a r .  A  f i r s t  s u p p l y  
o f  s h i r t s  f r o m  S p a n i s h  M O C  p r o v e d  p o p u l a r  a n d  w e ' v e  n o w  p r o d u c e d  a 
f r e s h  r a n g e .  W e  a l s o  p l a n  t o  i n t r o d u c e  W R I  s t i c k e r s  f o r  r e c y c l i n g  
e n v e l o p e s .  T h e  U n i o n  o f  C O s  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a  T r i e n n i a l  p o s t e r ,  a n d  
w e  h a v e  a s t o c k  o f  n e w  T r i e n n i a l  b i r o s .

5. E q u i p m e n t

C h a n g e s  i n  e q u i p m e n t  h a v e  r e v o l u t i o n i s e d  D a w e s  S t r e e t .  T h e  2 0 -  
y e a r - o l d  d u p l i c a t o r  c o n t i n u e s  t o  d o  s e r v i c e  b u t  i t  h a s  b e e n  a u g m e n t e d  
b y  a  p h o t o c o p y i n g  m a c h i n e  w h i c h  c a n  r e d u c e  a n d  e n l a r g e .  W e  a l s o  
h a v e  t w o  I B M - c o m p a t i b l e  c o m p u t e r s  n o w ,  a n d  a w i d e  r a n g e  o f  s o f t w a r e .  
T h i s  h a s  m a d e  m a n y  t a s k s  m u c h  e a s i e r ,  b u t  t h e  s t a f f  h a s  h a d  t o  
s p e n d  t i m e  l e a r n i n g  n e w  s y s t e m s .  A n d  w i t h  o u r  m o d e m ,  w e  h a v e  e n t e r e d  
t h e  w o r l d  o f  e l e c t r o n i c  m a i l  a n d  b u l l e t i n  b o a r d s  a n d  h a v e  i n s t a n t  
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a r o u n d  t h e  g l o b e !

p r o p o s e d  a t  t h e  1 9 8 6  C o u n c i l  m e e t i n g ,  w e  i n s t a l l e d  a 
N e w s l i n e "  a n s w e r p h o n e  t o  g i v e  u r g e n t  m e s s a g e s  ( t h e s e  i n c l u d e d  

m a t e r i a l  a b o u t  M i c h a l i s  M a r a g a k i s ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  G u a t e m a l a ,  n u c l e a r



6. W o r k i n g  G r o u p s
B e f o r e  V e d c h h i ,  t h e  i d e a  of w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  w a s  p r o p o s e d  a s  a w a y  of 
d e v o l v i n g  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  for- WRI a c t i v i t i e s  f r o m  t h e  o f f i c e ,  a n d  
i n c r e a s i n g  c o - o p e r a t i o n  o n  i s s u e s  b e t w e e n  A f f i l i a t e s .  S o m e  g r o u p s  
h a v e  o n l y  a n o m i n a l  e x i s t e n c e ,  e.g. n o n v i o l e n c e  t r a i n i n g .  S o m e  
d o n ' t  s e e m  t o  p r o d u c e  v e r y  m u c h  or i n v o l v e  m a n y  p e o p l e ,  o t h e r s  p u t  

w o r k  o n  t h e  o f f i c e .

7. P e r s o n n e l
a) S t a f f :  T h e  y e a r s  s i n c e  t h e  V e d c h h i  T r i e n n i a l  h a v e  s e e n  c h a n g e s  

a t  t h e  WRI o f f i c e .  T h e  d e p a r t u r e  of W i l l  T o d d ,  a p a r t - t i m e  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  w o r k e r ,  f o l l o w e d  b y  M y r t l e ' s  w o r s e n i n g  h e a l t h ,  p r o v e d  
v e r y  d i s r u p t i v e  for t h e  s m o o t h  r u n n i n g  of t h e  o f f i c e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
b e c a u s e  m o s t  of M y r t l e ' s  w o r k  w a s  a l s o  o n  the f i n a n c i a l  a n d  
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  s i d e .  P a j o  M a p l e  w o r k e d  p a r t - t i m e  for n e a r l y  a 
y e a r ,  b u t  for a t o t a l  of a b o u t  s i x  m o n t h s  s i n c e  t h e  l a s t  T r i e n n i a l ,  

t h e  o f f i c e  h a s  f u n c t i o n e d  w i t h  o n l y  t w o  s t a f f .  M a t t e r s  h a v e  n o t  
b e e n  h e l p e d  b y  B r i t i s h  i m m i g r a t i o n  r e s t r i c t i o n s .  H a v i n g  r a t h e r  t o o  
a m b i t i o u s  a p r o g r a m m e  for s u c h  a s m a l l  s t a f f ,  a n d  h a v i n g  a b a c k l o g  
of M y r t l e ' s  w o r k  to c l e a r  up, m e a n s  t h a t  s o m e  m a t t e r s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  
be r o u t i n e  a n d  r e g u l a r  h a v e  h a p p e n e d  l a t e  or n o t  a t  a l l .  N o w  t h e  
o f f i c e  t e a m  h a s  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  b y  a t h i r d  f u l l - t i m e r ,  O i l i  A i m ,  a n d  

is b e g i n n i n g  t o  g e t  i n t o  its s t r i d e .

b) V o l u n t e e r s :  T h e  s t a f f  h a s  b e e n  a u g m e n t e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r s ,  in 
p a r t i c u l a r  K i e  S e b a s t i a n  ( u n t i l  h e r  r e t u r n  to t h e  U S ) ,  M i c h a e l  
L a n g ,  M a r t y n  L o w e ,  M a r t i n  O d d s o c k s ,  a n d  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  P i p p a  M a r r i o t t ,  
L i s a  O t t e r - B a r r y  a n d  J i m  H u g g o n .  We a r e  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e m  a l l  for 

t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n .

c) F i n a n c i a l  h e l p :  We a l s o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  w o r k  of o u r  F i n a n c i a l  
A g e n t s  - C o l i n  C u r t i s ,  P h i l i p p e  D u p o n t ,  J o h n  F a l d i n g ,  R a l p h  Di Gia, 
S t e p h a n  K n a u e r ,  P i e t r o  P i n n a  a n d  G r e  W i j n o b b e l  - a n d  R o n  C a r l e y  a n d  
D a v i d  E v a n s ,  w h o  h a s  t a k e n  o v e r  f r o m  R o n  a s  W R I ' s  a c c o u n t a n t  a n d  

w o r k s  in t h e  o f f i c e  o n e  d a y  a m o n t h .

C O N C L U S I O N S
W R I  c a m e  o u t  of t h e  l a s t  T r i e n n i a l  w i t h  a g r e a t  m a n y  i d e a s  b u t  no 
c l e a r  s e t  of p r i o r i t i e s .  S u b s e q u e n t  C o u n c i l  a n d  E x e c u t i v e  m e e t i n g s  
h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  e s t a b l i s h  w h e r e  t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  s h o u l d  c o n c e n t r a t e  
its e n e r g i e s .  W R I  s h o u l d  p a r t l y  be s e e n  a s  a n e t w o r k  w h i c h  w i l l  
h e l p  m e m b e r s  p u r s u e  g o o d  p r o j e c t s  - s t r e n g t h e n i n g  t h e  w o r k i n g  g r o u p s  
is e s s e n t i a l  for t h i s .  H e r e  the o f f i c e  m u s t  be s e e n  a s  a r e s o u r c e  - 
w i t h  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o m i n g  in t h a n  we c a n  m o n i t o r  a n d  m o r e  c a l l s  

o n  us for s o l i d a r i t y ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a c t i o n  t h a n  a n y o n e  c a n  c o p e  
w i t h .  A c q u i s i t i o n  of i m p r o v e d  t e c h n o l o g y  w i l l  h e l p  us p l a y  a f u l l e r  
r o l e  h e r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  n e w  E x e c u t i v e  a n d  C o u n c i l  w i l l  n e e d  to 
a d d r e s s  s o m e  s e r i o u s  s t r u c t u r a l  p r o b l e m s  - a b o u t  p o l i t i c a l  
p r i o r i t i e s ,  a b o u t  o u r  b u d g e t  a n d  a b o u t  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  b e t w e e n  
m e e t i n g s  of t h e  e x e c u t i v e  c o m m i t t e e .
B u t  M y r t l e  S o l o m o n  d i e d  a t  p e a c e ,  c o n f i d e n t  in t h e  m o v e m e n t  

s h e  d i d  s o  m u c h  to s h a p e .
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The labor of the MOC,that is,its level of activity and Impact on public 
opinion,can only be evaluated taking into consideration the evolution of 
sensibility of society regarding our struggle for Peace, 
with the integration of Spain into the NATO the sensibility for pacifist
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(Coordinadora Estatal de Organizaclones Pacifistas). Their main ooal la to 

- campaign for the "NO" in the freferendum. 0

The MOC participates in the CEOP representing the most visible a n d

rCPI n v Gn h 6 sector of organizations Independent from political p a r t i e s  
- many member groups were controlled by the Communist Party (PC) the 

movement ( M O .  or the Trotzklsts - and trying [o u n U y ' t h e  
political opposition against the NATO with the more global fight for

■ S K M  i-Va" U55
ri Eta," rr.is ;r
m n March 12 t h , 1986. the day of the referendum, the Spanish Peace
hPiTSvII biggest defeat in its short history. However, we
believe that the sensation of failure is only real if we start f r o m

Narnr«?^ 3 c reat®d by the polls which had predicted a victory of "NO" 
Naturally we also feel very disappointed about the fact that Spain is oolna 
to stay in the NATO, but we still think that the campaign was wor?hwhi?e

aim w e  * ad ^ t  only to win the referendum but to Jnc^ease 
the consciousness of society against war, and . in this we succeeded

w  *• °ne J-hing is to mobilize progressive people of very dif f e r 
ent backgrounds (political, religious, lntelectual. and professional)trvlno 
to make them Join a campaign, but to pretend with this campaign that the 
" po l ^°  the population votes against the recommendation o f  a government 
which had gained the absolute majority in the last elections I n

nn°:r; y,Ut tak?,lnt° acc°unt that a big.percentage of the population has
no other information access than the one offered by television and that 
during the campaign all the News broadcasting was completely contrlled by 
the government, it is fairly easy to understand that especially the social 
sectors with a low cultural level (still a majority in Spanish society)

o f P the -No-eSth VOted ”Y E S“- Besides, when the polls predicted a victory 
of the NO . the government turnt the referendum into a p i e b i s c l t e •the

inCot'hIr worSs:nNATOhor C h a o s ^  reS,Bn *f reSU,t W M  °°,nfl t0 be "N0” =

s: n ^ / s s a  “ la
(Catalurta and El Pais Vasco)with a major cultural level and with a minority 
position of the government party PSOE regarding nationalistic parties

IS* Whatev?r other reason there w e r e - the context for campaigning for 
Peace changed radically after the referendum, on one hand many of the
campaigning groups disappeared because of frustration. The CEOP tried to 
survlve focusing its activities on the American bases on Spanish territory 
and the military training areas. Since the referendum it has lost a lot 

Power. On the other hand, however, the work of shaping 

quTte siccessfu? USnSSS am°n° Pe°P ‘e effected during the campaign was

Since the Anti-NATO campaign it hes been much easier for us to promote 
our campaigns and whenever we have talked with associtions of citizens 
teacher unions, s c hool-boards.politica1 and religious groups about subjects 
like tax objection, peace education, or C.O. we have found that people 
now are more sensitive to all these subjects and there is generally more 
readiness to get Involved.
Lately, the subject about which public opinon has been highly sensibilized 
is military service. The latest polls showed that most young people but 
as well as some of the military people themselves were against it.

B) The MOC convention of Mav 1986

The first MOC convention took place in 1979,two years after its foundation. 
Since then many things had changed: C.O. was no longer persecuted, a law 
j-egulating C.O. had finally appeared in Dec . 1984, the number of groups 
had multiplied all over the country, antimilitaristic consciousness In 
society had increased due to the referendum campaign, and above all the 
MOC did not work any longer only on C.O. but as an antlmi11taistlc movement 
the MOC was working in several fields concerning Nonviolence: tax objection 
women and militarism, antimilitaristic campaigns (NATO, bases, militari
sation of society....), and Peace education.
So the convention was necessary to discuss all the above mentioned subj< ts 
The convention was celebrated in May 1986 in Madrid

C) The C.O. Law (LOC)

The Spanish C.O. law was approved In Dec. 1984. it is more or less a copy 
of other C.O. laws that exist in other European countries: it states a 
recognition board, a substitutay service up to twice the time of military 

am<?nQ °ther slml larities. The first part, the recognition board 
OC (Consejo Nacional de ObJeci6n de Conclencia) was put into effect in 

June 1985.

Several associations and political organizatios appealed the Law for not 
being c o nstltuional. M O C’s response to the Law was a collective declaration 
which we directed to the recognition board. The main goal of this declar- 
tlon was to defy the government by massive civil desobedience. The reaction 
of the CNOC however was the acceptance of the c o llective-declaration in 
which we announced our civil dlsobedlence(not to do the civil service)
This way they avoided the confrontation with the rapidly growing number of 
colletlve objectors. .
The first repression took place in 1986/87 when two people objected d u n  g 
military service. As a consequence they were declared "prisoners of 
conscience" by Amnesty International, the first ones after the Franco 
Regime.

1988 was chosen by the government to put into effect the second p a r t  of 
the Law: the substitutory service PSS (Prestaci6n Social Sustitutorla 
The Law had been declared constitutional by Spanish Constitutional Court 

in Oct.87). Thus the CNOC started to reject the collective declaration from 
February 1988 on.This change of attitude concerns above all young objectors 
However the goverment faces the problem of almost 10.000 collective 
objectors already recognized. To get rid of the problem,they are thinking 
about an amnesty for all c.o.s who had been recognized before J a n . 1988 
This way they want to demobilize the strong total resisters1 movement 
dividing it into "old" and "new" c.o.s(from F e b . 1988 on), in order to avoid 
such an amnesty the MOC has decided that all "old" c.o.s should renouce 
to their c.o. status.On March 5th several hundred c.o.s renounced to their 
status initiating a campaign for what the MOC calls "reobjection" If this 
reobjection was accepted by the CNOC all these people would be subject to 
conscription again. T hus they would recuperate their individual political 
power to be able to disobey a law and they would be In the same situation



as the "new" c.o.s. who keep on sending the collective declaration which is 
no longer accepted. However, there are many doubts that the CNOC will 
accept reobjectlon and therefore it will be very important that many "new- 
total resisters Join our movement otherwise it will be very hard to face 
government repression.
By focusing on the "new" collective objectors we want to take back the 
confrontation point back to the very first moment when the c.o. refuses 
his conscience to be Judged by the CNOC.

(Today's c.o. figures: about 30 000 c.o.s. around 60% are Jehova Witnesses 
35% are organized by the MOC. and about 5% have objected legal according to 
the Law)

D) women and m i l itarisation 
•v

Although this topic had been neglected for quite some time - most of our 
efforts we had to dedic&te to other campaigns - It has always been one 
of the subjects we consider most important. Now that the Spanish government 
approved a law which allows the voluntary incorporation of women into the 
army, we do have a very concrete subject on the basis of which we will trv tc 
make people aware of this Important step of ml 11tarlstion 

( he law which was approved recently < 88) under the cov^r of "equal

/iSSh! ^ a V° !:«q U !!:e SOme p u b llclty- The MOC responded with a campaign of 
(preventive) objection to the army, denouncing the real motives for this 
law, and the role of the arm y  as fundamental pillar of patriarchal society 
in order to keep most women from Joining the army we are trying 
to work together with feminist organizations as well as other groups and 
organisations. One of the positive effects our campaign has had is that 
in some places more women Join the MOC groups or form their own anti- 
militaist groups.

E) Peace education

Peace education is a topic which is becoming more and more important in 
pub lc opinion. Thi s  is due to the activities of many groups and organi
sations. The MOC has tried to contribute to this positive development by 
participating actively in the Permanent Seminar for Peace education by 
elaborating material for teacher unions and by organizing seminars on 
Nonviolence training and education.

K) Tax ob lection

The first Tax Objection campaign w a s  started in 1982. Since then the MOC 
has organized such a campaign every year, it basically consists In not 
paying the percentage of budget assigned to Defense and dedicating this 
money to an alternative project. We are aware-that the percentage of money 
we refuse to pay Is only part of the real Defense budget, but the money 
part is only one aim of our campaign. The other main goal we try to achieve 
w ith tax objection is to spread the idea of civil disobedience. We want to 
make people think about the of Defense: whose defense?,what is defended? 
from who m  we have do defend ourselves,...; we want people to take up their 
own responsabi1ity again for what they are ready to defend 
During the last couple fo years the number of tax objectors has been 
Increasing and this year we expect another record. We have been trying to 
work together with trade unions, political parties, religious groups and 
independent groups. It seems that especially the religious communities 
are very interested in this field and they have made quite an effort to 
promote tax objection.

r, >!’ oa£§. B r i g a d e s  I n t e rna) I tinaj

For the last two years members of* MOC groups have tleen participating in 
project and activities of Peace Brigades international <PB1). in the
1987 tax objection campaign one of the alternative projects the money 
could be sent to was the PBI project in El Salvador. Thus we could combine 
financial support with spreading information about PBI activities, 
especially in Central America.

H)0ther Activities

For the last three years we have lanced or participated in several other 
campaigns: Army Day (Dia de las Fuerzas Armadas), Military Training Area 
Badenas (Poligono de Bardenas), Free Objectors (campafta libertad sobre- 
venidos), (American) Bases OUT (Bases Fuera), Objection of Reservists 
(Devolucidn de Cartillas), etc.
toe have also participated in several international meetings of objectors 
(Icom 87, G e r m a n y :Kriegsdienste Verweigern 88, among others) and we 
have supported the international solidarity campaigns with Greek and 
Yugoslavian and Polish objectors (1986,87,and 88 respectivly).
Last not least there is to mention that three members of the MOC are 
waiting for their trial after admitting that they are theiauthors of a 
book about military Service which is considered to be an insult to the / 
Spanish Army. '
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