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tEK OT TH8 TOADS ’ -

On« of the Min tasks of leadership both in political and economic
sphere* it to five vigorous edneatlonto the oppressed and exelted
masset of our people about the Inextricable Interdepedence of the
political and the economic struggles. This fcmdansctal truth eaergei
nor* sharply In all Colonial and seml-ocnonlal countrlesf wherein
people suffer duel forws of oppression and exploitation, as workers

as well as national groups,

Hy in~odiate task, however, Is to deal with the
national Ilberetory movement arid trade unionism In Afrlea, A
task, which cannot be dealt with exhostlvely In these articles,
nor aa | the oerson for*suchI an Important subject, but as can
end avour to deal w th the general situation, from tire to time,
m

In this article | shall start general broad outlines on the subject,

and latfcr d-al with x=t* At on regional basis,

Africa has a population of over a little more than
two hundred million, and it is the only continent which is still
entirely dominated b imperialist rowers, Fveji our South Africa
with its so-called independent status has within itself Imperialist
features, and Indeed does practise Imperialism. The South African
Government is a partner to the exploitation of minorel resources
of Africa and Its indigenous people, Bith other i—-perialist cour trie,
such as U.S.A., Great Britien, Frencr, Soain, T7?algiun and Portugal.
The non-Curopear workers are no* on'ly exploited as workers, but
suffer national oopression ns ?jell, -rhilst l.uropean workers enjoy ce
tain nr'viled ges wv4ch are to other sections. The effect
of this has br«n to crfcate a serious “roblpm of dividing the working
class on the colotit basis. So as t« Is the whit rorkers for the

defence of capitalist interest on the pretext of defend np, their

own standards of living. That is hoi the workers In the imperialist
N Is
count ies are bluffed too. “his/one of the reasons why the employer

of labour deceitfully Ifported the slogan of*no politics in trad#
unionsl. The Africa—- workers are used as a cheap labour force in
South Africa as In all coloni—-1 countries. The political and

esonom* ¢ poser in South Africa Is concentrated In the hands of

Europ* ns. Thld evil of 1 perlall/ « 'n a t "opartr 1is *vc th**



2 »
shown by the T/n<on Govam’wsnts plan *®© extend its policy of white
domination beyond the borAsrw of the Uhlon of South Africa ).{-

the plan to Incorporate the protectorates and South Iftrti West Afrlo

What then Is the correct policy which we must folio*
In order to defeat our enemies? As already stated aboret we hare
only one answer, and no oth—"T* The victory can only be won and
irrperlalism uprooted by forging stronge ties of alliance between
the llberatory novenent an# the trade union movements, further b"
correcting any misconception that the trade unions have nothing
to do with politics, slnwlarly* the political leaders must know that
thw struggle of the people deoends od the workers, and therefore”

It fust be their dtity to—organise worV*»rs Into trade union novencnts.

It would appear, however, that sine' the ror-d ‘ar
I, efforts along these lines In nany parts of Africa ha”e nt to
a limited extend towards build?ng this alliance, especially in some

of the France colonies a d in rone British colonies,

w.outh Africa, although it is th nort advanced *nd\’Str?
country." in Africa h«s nat yet built a tru«— ira<2e union novenent
based on the real principles of trade unionism”) capable of advancing
the Interest of all vvorkors and raisin thr.lr rtandards of living
irresoectivo of race or colour, “he absence of a stronre trade
union "tovMnenthas affected t*"e dovM.©t".ent of th*' Ilberatory novemenl
All this Is du to the superficial division of the South African
society, on racial basis deliberately created to serve the interests

of the ruling class, and weahn S the noverents of thp oppressed

neonle.

The coning into being recently of c real ind true
trade union novenent in Sooth Africa the South African Congress of
Trade Unions rhic>— :ias peonle of all racos in 'ts governing bodies
and which is itself led by people who are themselves in the forefronl
struggle in the Illberatory noverent, such fs Leslie Hasslna and
Peter Beyleveld, will no doubt be a desire' alliance thus facilitate

the downfall of the ruling class. On the other hand the African

National Congress als— 1In recen* years added to its pro, T« me the



economic Rewinds of on? pound a 4ay for all workers. This
munfortunately has not been followed up b both the African
Hational Congress and the trade unJon rrorewenta. The President—
General of the African National Congress, Chief Luthuli, has tutor
instructed Congress organa not only to go our and organise trada
unions as part of their duties but also to give what assistance

they can to those trade unions which are weak financially.
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THg AUilIAWC”A OF TVS LIBSRATORY AND TRADE UNIOS tfOVgySNTS.

The North African region consists of Egypt, 1>bl«, Tunlsia#Algeria
and Vorrocco, Yhs ancient history of this part of Africa Is of
special interest to us,, hut that can hast be left to historians.
It Is significant that the most Interesting and well read biblical
story Is that of the oppreslon of the Israelites by Mng Pharao of
Bgypt and dose's leadership Id tUe *t»wggle tn ~gypt. "'Ven today I
often here people liking *al%fi to Pharao and a>osas to buthuli, that
la how ~—gypt Is known to many fcf our people«®ut few know that Is In
Africa, .—any in fact do not think =.gypt Is in this planet. .*hether
the story be true or not, la of no importance. -—-hat Is Important is
the hatred of oppression aroused In the people by this story.

Although the struggle against Imperialism In Sgypt has In
recent years been sharpened, and to—eor** extent achieved some
measure o'* success in driving the British 1"eperisi \sts out, the
lack of soli i alliance between the workers, pens™n*-— ar.5 the national
irm»ee<nent has been set buck in the achievement or Tull democratic
rgvte. Vhe leadership was and Is in the *-ar.ds of feudal lords or
thalr agents, who are responsible for the banning or *orkera'
movement and other democratic organisations. )ieace the bitter
internal struggle.

i—ybia ir.spite of its apparent independence status is In frct
n colonial country with no strong libeYatory movement.

IThen you speak of »*orth >frif£» we generally r<$cer to French
colonies or tunisia , nlgeria anl l'orrocco. it is this region which
has advanced leadership and la sn engaged in advance 1 forms of
struggle.

The people or *orfh Africa have decide! to bal”nge with
determination the authority or Frcnce to rul” ther in their =ar.l
as 1T they their sla/e? ani wero no— conscious of their rights. In
this region of over twenty million inligenous people an 1 abo\it
two million ..uropep.ns 112e in Soutn Africa, there is at present
a bitter and Vloody struggle rLainst French imperi till.im by *he
exploiter 1i/iiliions of *orth Africans. All attempts to Vrihe and bluf**
the middle class hnd intulllgentla <'uking ‘hem believe ihat tngy
were Preach ren have be n axposed and have finally collapse 1. The
moderates, corrprimlsers and imperialists apen”s have been swept aside
The people have direct ‘heir leaders and frve iecided to take the
destiny of their country unto the-selves. This has veco-e po«—Ible
because of fhe broad alliance which exists between the workers,

peas—nts, Intell igenti ? a?d rid lie clns.i.

If you were a :>ou*h Afr* can »ra vere listening to *r faakhdar
Aal di address!.n the &0th wongres; of French eneral Confere iat lon
o'* labour (C."!1.?2.) i' M j* words: " Since Kovomber ?—1 highly

important event? have taken place in our country, t ey are *>e oat-
come of the intense disatisrecti on o' the people *ho see thejrr
demands systematically re.lectei and their lor'edng for °re dor spurned
Vvey are the outcoTe of the growlr* an”er o* the Algerian oeople,
oppressed, exploited and buiriliate—-i by te treic col*nists.” If
you *ere to listen to him SescriMng the living cond”~'ons or his
people, the exo lus of peasants from country si ie to cities In

search oC work., the explanation y at ninety percent or tha people

were illiterate and bhat out of a population of nine million eniy
two Million two hundred thousand* of children of school going age
do not attend school., h.'sn des”~riMng tho condiMond of mlna
workers and farm labourers, you would be sure that you were listening
to J.B. jarks describing ‘he conditions in the ana )gl4 mines or
that you were listening to Sitanie describing the conditions of

Bethal farm labourers, you would remember our brothers who lost
their dives by the action of the police in the 10™C die strike
and many who have died in the ‘m'ethal farms »nl other places.

But when ~r *vai 11 describes not only the intolerable racial

discriminatior, banning of people’s liberatory movements or *heir
trade unions, banned, deposed or exiled leaders, W en he describes



ti e execution ci p«*EFITKt*?.{kh*throwing ofl people into consentat.on
ca»ps, the military rule, t*e suwery shooting of people, only then
do you reeliae that you were in other lanin - perhaps in “eenya

Such %< the situation In florth Afrldaf e***Twrrfin many respects
to the South 'African scene. There are of courf* differences,one of*<
1# the fact that the struggle In this region has reached a higher
phase than our”and that the standard of organisation in the trade
unions and in the llberatory e¢oeer.ents has created strong an* solid
opposition that ha* forced the rulers to negotiate.

Any body *ho maintain* that the* trade unlow, must only be
concerned with economic demands or that the political demands h*ve
nothing in common with the worJcerS8demands is either misled and
therefore deserves special attention or is an agent of tne ra.ers
who must he treated with utter srapfcx contempt.
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