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We. the Durban ECC Churches Sub-committee, propose Rob Goldman as 
a candidate for the ECC Tour to West Germany in October 1988.
Our motivation for this proposal follows below.

1_- Experience in war resis t a n c e.w ork
Rob has a broad range as well as a long history of eXDerience in 
war resistance work:

1. 1 As a conscript
He served in the SADF from 1980-1931. He engaged in resistance 
from within by becoming a non-combatant. This entailed active 
refusal to do a range of combat-related tasks, and the carrying 
of a rnetal pipe instead of a rifle.

He lias had personal exper ience with the Board for Religious 
Objection, is currently doing his alternative service and is due 
to complete it in August 1983.

1.2 Tn the COSG network
Ho Mas part of the formation of the initial C.Q. Support Group in 
support of Peter Moll in Cape Town in 1979. He was also involved 
in the War and Peace Issues Forum (WAPIF!) on UCT campus which 
looked at war-related issues. He has continued to be involved in 
COSG and is active in the organisation in Durban.

1 . 3  I n . E C C
He was part of the planning group for the 1983 COSG National 
Conference in Durban which resulted in the formation of MAC 
(Movement Against Conscription) in Durban, which launched as ECC 
in 19E-.4. Since his return from overseas in July 1986 (more about
L h.v I 1 t:?' ) he has been active in ECC in Durban. lie has been 
involved :a the planning «nd execution of various campaigns over 
the last two years, initiated the re-formation of the Churches 
Sub-committee in February 1987 and co-ordinated it until April 
1983. He has been on the co-ordinating committee (Exec) since 
m i d - 1987 and has been Chair of Durban ECC since April 1988.

■, 4 In the N a t i o n al Community S e r ve, rs.’ Croup 
He was oatt of the small g roup  of community s e r v e r s  at the 
She.’timber 1986 COSG National Conference that decided to initiate 
a comriiu n i t y s e r v e r s ’ group.' on a national s*..c.ie. Its goneral 
objectives are to provide mutual suppor t for community servers, 
to lobbv for improvement of conditions of service, the broadening 
of placement opportunities, and the broadening of the basis of 
qualification for community service. He was the Durban Regional 
Co-ordinator until M**rch 1^37 arid was tno national Co-ordinator 
from April 1937 to April 1938.

i . 5_ 1 11 the C o n s c r iption.Advice S ervice
H e h a s  d o n e  conscription counselling since his army days in 1980 
when his O.C. told him to be a good boy and stop doing it (which
he d i d n ’t) and continues to be involved in the C h S in Durban.



1 ,_6_In the .D u rban "OSG"
This is not an organisation like Cape T o w n ’s, but has been called 
this for the want of a name. He is part of a group of conscripts 
who will be making a public declaration at the up-coming August 
c a l 1 - u p .

We Peel that this breadth and deoth of experience in the war 
resistance movement, as well as his primary commitment to E C C , 
will enable him to speak with knowledge and authenticity to 
overseas audiences.

2 The b read er p o l i t i c a l s e e ns
Rob is personally aligned to the bro3d democratic movement and is 
committed to working for a free, non-racial, democratic, and 
unitary South Africa, and has a nasty letter from former Law arid 
Order Minister le Grange to prove it! He has papticipated in 
scrne UDF campaigns such as the Million Signature Campaign and the 
Christmas Against the Emergency campaign. He has an 
understanding of the tri-cameral system, the extra-parliamentary 
movement and groupings such as Sash, NIC, D urban Democratic 
Association a n d  H U S A 3 , as well as the trade union movement, and 
some exposure to exile politics.

We feel that while his exposure to broader politics is not as 
in-depth as issues in the White community, his understanding of 
and commitment to the broader political scene ecu ip him well
enough l:o discuss the broad political situation in South Afric-?. 
as well as the trickier questi-is such as disinvestment and the 
rule of Inkatha.

Comfi, l.1 men t to n o n - v iolence
understands and even s'-.nir.:--' : ■ i-es with those who have turne;
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i;-: Lu ;iuitv iolcnce as a way of - r e , as well as a political tofcl . 
or, the b h s is of both principle and a belief that it is the mnsi 
strategic way forward in cur ccntexL. Ho has been involved in 
both non-violence training and practical actions for many years. 
We feel that his experience and commitment to this method of 
stiuuole within the country is important for G erman peace groups 
to hear.

4. The hi iatlan b a s i s of hi- 1 1 fe ...and ac .t iy i 'jm
R u b ’s life reflects a blend cf spirituality and activism. He is
deep] / involved in the Church and is in touch with tie issues ..n 
the different churches that are relevant to ECC, such as the
Catholic B i s h o p s ’ Conference-ir.i tiated Alterative Service
Programme, the Anglican church's response to the Lusaka
S t a t e m e n t , the Methodist Church s discus s i o n s  on being a peace
church snd the discussions around Walter Wink s book on active
non-violence . Jesus ’.T h i rd Way.



We believe that these points will enable him to speak with 
integrity and in an informed way to church- related people in 
W*=-t Germany. This is important in respect of the educational 
input the ECC "tour-ist" will need to give as there seems to be 
quite a strong conservative church movement there, from which 
Inkatha gels a lot of support.

5 . W ritten a nd public speak i ng.,-tkl.ULs
Rob has written articles for Objector., At__Ease. and student 
newspapers, and helped to write a number of ECC-pamphlets and has 
had public speaking experience in campus, church and general 
public contexts.

He has had good public speaking experience overseas when he and 
his wife Sal went on an independent, s e l f - initiated speaking and 
learning tour through the USA and Canada in 1936. He spoke on 
the S.A. political scene, his personal involvement, and ,_CC (from 
a personal perspective only), to groups ranging from 10 to 500 
oeople. The groups he addressed were wide-ranging, including 
r-o.it' 2 •••ctivist. cs roups. 1 abciT o r r , i c u t i o n s , Amnesty 
Int-criuiticnal, high school clas^e.v, student, youth and churcn 
groups. He also had press interviews tsee attached eg s - take 
account cf A m e r i c a ’s love fot melodrama!), live and prepared 
television interviews and radio interviews and phone in s.

We b p U e v a  that his extensive experience in the USA and Canada 
(61 encounters in all) of public speaking and answering questions 
from the floor and participating in group discussions, equips Rob 
verv suitably to carry E C C ’s message with clarity and confidence 
to small and big groups alike.

In conclusion , , , .. . __. _
Durban has never had an ECC tour-person. Although it is not a 
trainina event we n e v e r - the-less believe that the Durban ECC 
branch would benefit with such an experience being plowed bac,< 
into the organisation.

We therefore motivate s t r o n g l y ‘that a Durban person be selected 
and we believe that Rob has the skills, depth and range or 
experience and necessary perspective to do the job.
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travel abr« 
for civil rig

| Rob and Sally Goldman didn’t need to 
travel 11,000 miles to denounce apart
heid.

_ They didn’t need to save every penny 
for the past three years, give up their 
careers and beg hospitality from strang
ers.

But they figured that Americans and 
Europeans should hear about South Afri
can injustice from their privileged white 
Ups. TTiey needed to talk more t-han they 
needed a new house, gpod jobs or private 
indignation. *

They joined a small but growing num
ber of white South Africans committed to 
ending- the system that has matte their 
lives so comfortable. It gave them good 
educations, fine neighborhoods, economic 
security and the cleanest public toilets.

It has also denied 25 million blacks 
voting rights, decent jobs, freedom of 
movement, equality.

Motivated by fear
The Goldmans looked at their own 

white community, the most heavily armed 
in the world, and wondered how they 
could call themselves free. Fear was 
warping people’s behavior, turning Satur
day afternoon shopping trips into desper
ate forays.

“The oppression of blacks is by far the 
greatest,” said Sally, a 2 6-year-old teach
er. "But apartheid oppresses everyone.” 

For all their saving and planning, the 
Goldmans couldn’t have afforded a year’s 
trip in the U.S. and Europe without help. 
So they sought American hosts through an 
ad in Sojourners magaane and received 
nearly 50 invitations, including one from 
Cincinnati attorneys Mike and Jo Eixer.

They arrived here without, a'formal 
agenda, the same way they hare already 
visited half a doren dties. Unplanned 
fencountera interest them far more than 
scheduled addresses. But they’ve learned 
to expect suspicion.

’“Americans tend to see the issue a bit 
snnplistically. .They think it’s all a 
black/white confrontation,” said Goldman, 
23, who used to work in-the personnel 
department of a large corporation. "We 
feel it's important to explain that the 
major anti-apartheid organizations are ac
tually muhi-radaL”

■  m j l .
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^  The Goldmans are convinced the future
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in U.S. 
to urge change at home
t
1 DAVID JARRARD

ifi' Staff Writer
Americans often seem  surprised 

when they learn South Africans Rob 
■' and Sally Goldman are white, the 

If; couple says.
: ( They are even more surprised 
; when they learn the young couple is 

against apartheid and actively cam- 
, palgning for a peaceful change for 
their homeland.

•>.* “I feel more convinced than ever 
that (lie only way I can justify my 

i existence In South Africa is to be in- 
•, (volved In changing the system, be- 
s- cause as white people we benefit 

from apartheid in almost every 
way,” said Rob Goldman, 28. 

i | “We want a peaceful change,”
. i) said Sally Goldman, 26. “But peace- 

ful or not, a change is coming.”
The Goldmans left their home in 

;>: (Durban, South Africa, several 
V j; months ago and began meeting with 
,'h .groups in the United States in Janu- 
‘;ji ary.

p  They say they have found support 
(for their views in America, but also 

V; .a tendency for people to simplify the 
>■: problems in their country to an issue 

>of black vs. white, 
if: p The Goldmans will speak at 7:30 
’ p.m. tonight at Edgehill United Meth- 

‘ odist Church, and tomorrow at 10 
•;> j a.m. to Church Women United at the 
V ' ‘ home of Dorothy Copple, 202 Craig- 
; j 1 head Ave. and at 7 p.m. at SI An- 
■' se lm  s Episcopal Church.

I* They don't have a prepared 
j speech. The Goldmans find their

Taking a stand against apartheid, South Africans Rob and Sally 
Goldman visit Nashville during a tour of the United States to discuss 
peaceful change they feel must be made in their homeland, and how 
America can help.

speaking time is usually spent simply said. “It’s retarding the process of 1
change rather than helping us.

“Your administration must take a  
far more critical attitude towards ' 
South Africa. We are struck by how 
inconsistent it is to take a hard line 
against Nicaragua and Libya, and 
then to do the opposite against South 
Africa.

“I’m prepared to lay a bet our 
government has killed more people 
than any of those governments.’’

t  Turn to PAGE 4B, Column 5

answering questions.
, “The most common question is: 
Were we bom in South Africa?” said 
Sally Goldman, laughing. "And we 
say, ‘Yes, we really were.’”

The second most frequently asked 
question concerns America's role in 
the transition of that country from a 
system of apartheid to freedom.

“We are very unhappy with the 
policy of your administration to
wards South Africa,” Rob Goldman

South Africans 
fight apartheid 
with U.S. visit
IS From Page IB H 9

But suggesting just what policy 
America should adopt towards South 
Africa is difficult for the Goldmans.

It's difficult not because they don't 
have any opinions —  they do. But by 
expressing their thoughts, by advocat
ing them, the Goldmans said they 
could be put in jail for up to 20 years 
by their government when they go 
home.

As to the suggestion that the U.S. 
government and American compa
nies should boycott South Africa, Rob 
Goldman said:

"It’s logical to assume It would have 
a definite effect. To think that one can 
be prosecuted for even discussing it, I 
think shows how effective a measure 
itwould be. You can't even debate it.”
i But even though they tiptoed 
found that issue during their visit to 
lie United States, the couple said 
here's still a chance they could be ar

rested when they return home in July.
“It’s a possibility we can’t rule out," 

he said. “It’s  impossible to know. 
There’s not always logic in wliat they 
tfo.” •

, The Goldmans said they support 
the peace movements in their country 
on the basis of their Christian faith as 
members of the Anglican Church.

"We believe God is working to 
bring about change in South Africa,” 
he said. “He is a god of liberation. We 
want to be part of that. The change 
will com e through people being obed
ient to him.”

f  Being away from hom e has'given’ 
he Goldmans a period o f liberation, 
hey said. And the news here offers a' 
Iramatically different picture of what 
,s happening in their country than 
what they saw when they w ere living  
there. *
[ “We were seeing things on the news 
that we would never see at home,” Sal
ly Goldman said. "Particularly on 
television w e would see  the riots al
most every night. I was writing people 
and saying ‘Do you know what hap
pened in your neighborhood last 
night?” ’

But in July the Goldmans will finish 
their tour and return home to Durban. 
They say they will have to search for 
jobs and new places in the peaceful, 

i anti-apartheid movement. 1 r
“It was good to get out of South Afri

ca for a while,” he said. “It was good 
to take a break and get out of that en- 

' vironment.” B
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