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CONGRESS PERSPECTIVE ON THE STRUGGLE.

1. INTRODUCTION

We b ri ng  Fraternal greet in gs  and a message of s o li da r it y and hop* 

fro* Natal at a tlae w h en  the gr owing and all e m b ra ci ng  force* 

. of resistant* face • crucial and aoaen t ou s p e r i o d  of decision, 

coaaitaent, correct a s se ss me n t and unite d  action. This is a tiae 

r equ i ri ng  courage, fervour and vi sion g u i de d by d i sc i pl in e and 

a clarity of thought and purpose. The ain is to h ar ness all the 

forces which can be corr e ct ly  regar de d  as the force* of positive 

change on the road to victory.. Out this vision, this c l a ri ty  of 

thought and purposeful action draus its d ir e ct io n and inspiration 

froa a clear and u n di s pu tt d beacon. We n e ed  c r i ti c al ly  to look 

at our oun atrength and weak n es se s on the ons hand as well as 

the strength and weakn es s es  and Methods of oppr es s or . It It only 

upon this basis of r e al it y  that a b ro ad  strat e gy  for c hang* can 

be w o rk ed  out, a strategy whose d e t er ai ne d  f r aaswock allow* for 

changes of detail when this it nece s sa ry  or de sirable. •

We wilt try to show that a correct as sessaent of r ea lity deaands 

not only a change which is to the benefit of the major i ty  of South 

Africans, but. also won. by all of us through struggle. The prograaae 

aust be designed to enco ur ag e aaxiaua p a r t ic ip at i on , to galvanise 

our strength and ainiaise our weakne ss es ar.d to take every advantage 

of chinks in th* araour of the other side. We wili in this paper 

cont en d  for th* rights of National Groups to th*lr cultur*. th* 

p ar ti ci pa t io n of all o pp r e s s e d  pe ople In the struggle for change, 

and for a path which' does not exclude the t ruly democ ra t ic  white* 

froa p ar t ic ipation in the aovea en t  for change. It is only through 

coaaltaent and struggle that we can do true J us tice to our history, 

to th* aeaory of those who died for change, to tho** who languish 

In priso n or who are banned, e xiled or house arr* 5 t«d and to those 

who continue to suffer under the yoke of this op pr ession.

I
2. THC SOUHI A f R 1 CAN n C A U T Y ;

i

2.1 What is the r e a l i t y  in S outh f.frica? j >

;•

Have we b ee n f or ce d Into thij f r a gm en ta t io n or is this a u n l i # |  

S outh Af r ica?

Are our True leaders, like N?LS0I« KANDELA l a n g ui sh in g  in p r U t n  

or d r iv en  o u ts id e our bord er s or are they, the H a t a n z U f e v  

Sebes, H en d r i c k s e s  and R aj b a ns i s?  [•'.

’ S •
Does our C o u n t r y  p e r p e t r a t e  .aass removals, use bulldoi**-* 

to de stroy our hoaes a n d peopl e  and cause the death of innoctrtt 

P eople for no reason, or do we live in a peaceful C o u n t y  

w her* there it freed om  of a ov e a e n t  and adequate housing, securit) 

and coaf or t for all?
Jt' ’

Ooes our C o u n t r y  show labour e xploitation, rank u n e m p l o y e d  

and ai grant l abourer* torn froa their families and puskei 

Into cold lonely h o st el s?  i.
• . W •

• I ' ■
2.2 What are the d e fi n in g features o f S ou th Africa today? , \ /

V  i'.\'

Are the so -c a l l e d  r ef oras a few open beaches, ooen dnCiMft 

p e r ai e re s and so - c a l l e d  I n t eg ra te d  sport or is there a dequ if* 

e xc ru c i a t i n g  reali t y uhich it is imperative for us to underst

if we are to c o n t r i b u t e  co r r e c t l y  to the struggle? 

2.3 South African Re a l i t y  

P o pu la ti o n
»

! . !
Qf tbe total S outh A f ri ca n p op u l a t i o n  of about ?<?,6 a i l l i i n  

72% or about 21,3 a ll l io n are Africans with the Indian, Colourti 

and the White p e ople r e pr es e n t i n g  a pp ro xieateiy 3.5*, a 

and I6X of the p op u l a t i o n  r e spectively. The African, Indjsn 

and C o l o u r e d  p o p u l a t i o n  together repr*ssnt of South Africiit 

people. These 8 4 X are today w i t ho ut  any vote or say in 

r un ning of the Country.



2.V ?®iili£*I_Status

Th« Gover iaent h»s e o aa en ce d  a de vastating design to hlva 

off tha majority of South Africa's p o pu l at io n Into the 

(o-ealled Independent States and Homelands. In addition 

It conteaplates offers of aock p a r ti c ip at io n  in G o vernaent 

structures to tha I n dian and C o lo u re d in tha shapa of the 

President's Council Pr oposals.

2.5 O p pression and E x pl oi ta t io n

All African, ■ Col o u r e d  and Indian peopl e in South A frica 

are o ppressed by a ba tter of unjust, discriminatory, and 

repressive laws. This highly repr es si ve  systea ensures 

the creation o f  c o nd it i on s for the super e x p lo i ta ti on  of 

Black labour; e x p lo i ta ti on  w hich Is del ib er a te ly  p er p e t r a t e d  

by South African big business aided, e n c ou ra g ed  and suppo rt e d 

by International Capital.

2• 6 Mo nopolisation of the E co noay

Ihe resources of this Coun tr y  and even of the whole of 

the Western W or ld  is in the process of p as sing rapidly 

Into fewer hands. The only logical cons e qu en ce  of this 

developaent is a drastic fall in the nuaber and viability 

of saall businesses, and industries.

2.7 Pr otection of Western I n v e s t m e n t s .

We witness, to day the shaaeless and unj us ti fi a bl e support 

of this re pressive regiae by Reagan, Thatcher and their 

cohorts. This repr es en t s an iaaoral and undis gu is e d effort 

to prot ec t their own business interest in this Country 

at the expense of the lives and freedoa of allllons of 

■South Africans.

2• 8 Falling s ta n d a r d s  of living

The living standards of ailllons of Black South Africans 

are under constant attack froa big business and uovernaent. 

rising food prices, raapant uneaployaent, static' wages, 

rising Inflation, Increasing general sale* tax, rising 

rents and transport costs, and hopelessly Inadequate health 

care . '.c. This gives rise to an unp re c ed en te d  ' scale of 

malnutrition, d l M * 4 «  snd d»ith«i

2.9 F o r ce d Reao va ls

At the time w he n  apart he i d ia said not to exist in South AUitt 

forced reaov al s ac co a p a n i e d  by br utality, v i o l e n c e  and 

becoaa in cr e a s i n g l y  p r oa l ne nt  features of the S ou th  Afri ca n S**.s 

fabric.

2.10 The B lack O pp r e s s o r  Breed

This vile systea has b r e d and c o n ti nu e s to n u r t u r e  a new degenarjfl 

b rand of Black O p pr e ss or  who unashafcedly c o a p e t e s  for infa» 

with his Wh ite cou nt er p ar t.  The Set>es and N a t a n t i a a s  have u n d o u U t  

ly J o i ne d these ranks with tfie a l ac ri t y w i th  c l ea r i nd i c a t e ,  

that the Rajba ns l*  and He nd r i c k s e s  will join thea thara 

if they accept the P re s i d e n t s  Council P r op os al s .

2.1! R e s is ta nc e  •<*

But the South A f rican op pr e s s e d  p eople are fi g h t i n g ' b a c k  v a l i a t ' v  

the daily strug gl e s of w o r k er s for d e a o c r a t i c  rights,, high 

and b e tt er  w or ki n g co nd itions, stude n ts  for a d e a oc ra ti c  V.J 

equal education, c o a au n it le s for housing, lower rents, che«*ei 

. transport a n d b etter rec r ea ti on a l fa cilities; and by all 

forcea.for full deao cr at ic  rights.

2.12 Crisis

Not only the B ot h a regiae refuse to a e et  the g e nu in e  aspira\'<»«» 

of the people to eliai na t e ex p lo it a t i o n ,  and er a d i c a t e  oppress;** 

the s tructural c o ns t ra in ts  p l a c e d  u p on  this r e g i a e  by its o«« 

policy of apar th e id  aakes It iapos si b le  for hia to achie va  t^*** 

results. It is this refusal and in a b i l i t y  e x a c e r b a t e d  by ailiU«t 

resistance w hi ch  forces th* G o v e r n a e n t  Into a d e e p e n i n g  eri*>>»-

3. CHANGE

3.1 It follows froa the above that this Is an unjust and d l sc rl m ln a' »«  

society In which the e l na rl t y white op p r e s s o r  p o s s e s s e d  of 

greatest share of South A f r ic a' s w ea lt h seeks to p r e se r ve  Itself 

and Its posi ti on  by divi di n g afrjlcan, Indian and C ol o u r e d  • «* 

froa another, Afri ca n  • froa Afri ca n,  the student, the worlc^t 

and the b us in e s s m a n  each froa the other. F u r t h e r a o r e  the htrJ. 

r eality wh ich we are asked to forget Is that this aystea la m a i n 

tained by violence, and an u n a s h a a e d  use of newsp ap e rs , raJUa 

television, schools, to. In tha words of n u ae ro us  oppressor 

generals, "wlp the heart* and alnds of the peopl e ",



P tr tl c lp a n U  In c h ange

It 1* accepted b y all. that the o p pr es s or  In South Af rica it 

the white minority regime. There 1* howe ve r con s id er ab l e debate 

and confusion in the r anks of p a t ri ot s about who the oppr es se d  

are. ¥e believe that African, Indian and C o l ou r ed  So uth Africans, 

of whatever class are vi c tims of nati o na l oppression; that they 

are mainly oppressed on the b a si s of colour. Naked racial o p p r e s 

sion, ma nifested by d is c r i m i n a t o r y  le g islation (e.g. Group Areas 

Act. Rlack A d m i ni s tr at io n  Act, P o p u l a t i o n  R e g i s t r a t i o n  Act), 

separate and unequal aaenl ti es ,  inferior transport services, 

unequal education, i nadequate and insecure housing, the s ub jugation 

of Black Women are within, the lived ex perience of South Afrlca'a 

o ppressed aajorlty. It is th r ough this e xp erience that we perceive 

our oppression. It i« n e c e s s a r y  to' guard against approaches 

of a few i ntellectuals who seek to s ubstitute their own conce pt i on  

of oppression for the pe c p l e s  perce pt i on  through their lived 

experience.

It 1* p recisely b e ca us e  of the magni t ud e of racial o ppression 

that the Black worker, b u s in es s ma n,  student and p ro fe ssional 

is d i s c ri mi n at ed  against In relation to his Vhlte counterpart. 

At this point In time therefore the p os s i b i l i t y  of part ic i pa ti on  

. In any struggle by the worker, student, busi ne s sm an  or professional 

across the colour line is remote. The absolute ex clusion of 

whites is u njustifiable on the basis that the movement for d e mo 

cratic change has room for de m ocratic whites, h o we ve r  few they 

»ay be. There are 2 re asons for this:

a) the democratic movement cannot and does not reject tha c o n t r i 

b u t i o n  oF any in dividual or group of pers o ns  to the process 

of change.

li) our struggle Involves tha creat io n of a society In which 

liberated Blacks and w h i te s will live aide by side In shared 

harmony.

On the other hand, there is a shared and common e xperience of 

di s crimination bv ^ r l c a n ,  Coloured, and Indian, of all classes 

and it is this shared exper ie nc e  which makes It feasible for 

S M  to unite In a national struggle against national oppression. 

The participation In the struggle Is therefore not the InHlan, 

Coloured and African alone nor the worker, buslnessaah> student 

or professional alone but all these forces welded Into a popular

unity. W hile each of the forces r e f er re d  to cannot act on Its own, 

they cannot be effective as d is or d e r l y  aggregate either. The struqgle 

la not c o n d u c t e d  by these forces simply acting at the same time 

but as a result of a d yn am ic  Inte r ac ti on  b e t w e e n  all of them ( r e c o g 

n is in g  of course, that some are p r im ar y and other se c o n d a r y )  a ct in g  

together and In u n is on  and c re a t i n g  s o me th in g  new with Its own 

dynamic.

3.5 In short wa stru gg le  toge th er  for the l i b er a ti on  of o ur  n at io n 

not only from w hite s up re ma c y but also from the bo n d a g e  of 

star va t io n.  Inadequate housing, high rentals, low wa ges, r a ci s t 

ed u cation, and o p pr es s io n of women.

THE PEOPLE

%•
4.1 The F r e e d o m  C h ar te r V '

..... w  ’

Tha only docu me n t w hich e n c a ps ul a te s t h i s , v i s i o n  and this t heory 

of our struggle is the f R EE OO H  C H A R TE R a d o p t e d  by the C on g r e s s  

of the Pe ople on 26 June 1955, The C h ar te r  re pr e s e n t s  the c u l m i n 

a tion of a significant part of the h i s t o r y  of the s tr ug gl e s 

of our pe ople w hi c h include the Pa s s i v e  R es i s t a n c e  Camp ai gn ,  

Defiance. C a m pa i gn  etc. and of a d e m oc r at ic  process in w hich 

m ore than a 1/4 milli o n peopl e  p ar ti c i p a t e d .  It also re p re s e n t s  

the b e gi nn in g  of a new era of c la rity and p er sp e c t i v e ,  oF c o m m i t 

ment and vision, desi gn ed  to unite and galva ni se  the najor lt y 

of S outh Africans Into an u n b r e a k a b l e  d y na m ic  whole. In Its 

re f l e c t i o n  jt a peop le ' s c o mm i t m e n t  to a stru g gl e for equal 

d i s t ri bu ti o n of resources, tha C h a r t e r  es ta b ) i s h e t  • the national 

demo cr a ti c nature of our move me nt ,  for It la I mp ossible to achieve 

these laudable goals without d i s m a n t l i n g  the econ o mi c and social 

o rder of this unjust society.

4.2 Many Ill -I n fo rm ed  Individuals and gr oups have H a re d  to c riticise 

this living Instrument of c hange b ec au se  It r ec o g n i s e s  the e x i s t 

ence of national groups. The criticism, to the e*t* nt  that it 

la intelligible, la that the mere r e c o g n i t i o n  of this fact r e i n 

forces division and separatism, and so plays into the hands 

of the ppppressor.

i

That there are Indians, Colou re d s and Africans ar.j W hites (national 

groups) In our C o un tr y  Is a e l f- e vl de nt  and unde ni ab l e reality. 

It Is a reality prec is el y b e ca js e  each of these natlenal groups 

has its own heritage, culture language, c us t om s and traditions.



Our task 1* to h e ig h te n the posit i ve  features of each national 

group and to w e l d  these so that there arises out of t h U  

" . p r o c e s s  of or ga ni s a t i o n  a single national co nsciousness. 

This national c o n s c i o u s n e s s  enables each national group to 

Identify with the South Afric an  State and to be an Integral 

p art of the new South A fr ic an  Nation. It follows that a national 

c on sc i ousness Is not In co nsistent with e xistence of national 

groups. The atate, r e ly i ng  upon the negat iv e  features, uses 

• culture to rein fo rc e  sepa r at io n and division. In so doing, 

It de li berately b lu nt s the p o s it iv e  features or elements 

w hich have a p ote n ti al  for ch ange and d e ve lopaent and for 

l nter-actlon b e t w e e n  national groups, r e su lt in g  In the de v e l o p 

aent of • sing le  national c o ns ci o u s n e s s !  a c onsciousness 

w hich Tar fro* d e s t r o y i n g  national groups and cult ur ea  allows 

these to exist and develop w ithin itself. The Charter recognises 

this reality. The failure to recognise the e xistence of national 

groups Is a grave political error and smscks of the most 

r et ro gressive b r a n d  of I n t e l l e c t u a l ^ * .  The oppressor far 

froa r ec ognising po s i t i v e  cultural features eaphaslses ethnicity 

rein fo r ci ng  division through It.

4.3 Testlaony to the f r e ed oa  Char t er  as a living document Is to be 

found in the u n d l s p u t a b l e  fact that Its programme has not 

only survived a lm os t  30 years but has during this period 

formed a conti nu i ng  b asis for the dete r mi na ti o n of strategy 

and tactics for o r g a n i s i n g  people, for welding unity and 

for raising snd s t r e n g t h e n i n g  c on sciousness.

THE PRACTICE OF CHuMGf

5.1 But theories are not enough! How can we use these theoretical 

considerations In the p r o ce s s of achie v in g that change which 

we consider n ecessary. Ve already said that:

■5.1.1. The oppre s so r Is the current w hite regime bols te re d  

by Western Imperialism.

5.1.2. The o pp r e s s e d  are all the people of South Africa, 

Indians, C o lo ur ed s  and Africans; workers, students, 

p ro fe ss io n al s and b us i nessmen.

ijjxu._J"-'.1

5 .'.3 T here are 4 nati on a l groups In South A fr ica, e ac h  tilth Its 

own culture, traditions, customs etc*

2. U n l es s we can t ranslate thess theories Into m e an in gf u l actio# 

co n t r i b u t e  to the a c h i e v e m e n t  of our o b j e c t i v e s  we will b e  

r time. O ur  pract ic al  task is to find a link be t w e e n



5.1.3 Thert are 4 national groups In S outh Africa, each with 

Its own culture, tradition*, customs etc..

5.1.4 Our task Is to w e ld  all feature* and to mobili s e all 

forces Including tha d e ao cr a tl c w h ite* to work together 

towards th* creat io n  of a ntlonal con s ci ou sn e ss  and

5.1.5 Our goal 1« the c r ea ti o n of that j o c t c t y  a nvlaaged 

by  tha vole* of the f r ee d oa  Charter. .

Unless we can translate these theories lnt6 meaningful action 

w hich contribute to the achi e ve ae nt  of our ob jective* we 

will be watting our tlae. Our pract ic al  task 1* to find a 

link between th* objec t iv e reali ty  and th* achi ev e ae nt  of 

our objectlvea; a creati ve  link w hi c h b r id ge * the gap between 

theory and practice and which e na ble * the op p re * *e d  people 

to act jointly In the p ro ces * of change. W i t h ou t thla, befi/ddled 

p ol iticians *r* r e du c ed  to facile rhetor ic  and *loganl*lng. 

If th* txlttenc* of national groups Is a r e al i ty  and If tach 

national groups has Its own cultures, t radition* and problem*, 

th* aoveaent for change Is best f e d l l t a t e d  by enabling organ-. 

Isatlon around issues wh ic h con cern p ecpl* in their daily 

lives; issues such as low wages, high transport costs and 

poor housing.

The ne«t challenge is to discover that proc es s  through which 

the coaaon day to day p r o bl em s ef p e op le  and the root cause 

of these probleas inter co nn e ct  and a rt i culate. This Is * 

process of struggle Involving (he p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of both the 

leadership and the aas*** throug h vict or i es  and defeata. 

Participation In this pr oc ess  enhance* con* cl ou s ne ss  which 

In turn encourages aore ef fective p ar ti ci p a t i o n .  This develop- 

aent of consciousness and Increased p a r t i c i p a t i o n  enables 

both the people, ar.d the leadership ro r e l e nt le ss l y cllab 

up the foraidahle mou nt a i n of hi st ory  towards a national 

consciousness and ultiaate liheratiar.

5.4 P a r t i c i p a t i o n  by the p e op l e and the leadership in the s t r ug gl * 

1* • n e c e ss ar y p r e r e q u i s i t e  to the d e v el op me n t of u n it y and f un d a-  

■ental to it but Is c l ea rl y not s u fficient in itself. It w o u l d  

b* therefore impo s si bl e to de v elop a national c o n s c i o u s n e s s  and 

a -national u ni t y If the s t r ug g le  falls to t ra n s c e n d  day to d a y 

Issues. Bu t e very step In this p r o c es s can be t aken only at the 

a ppr o pr ia te  tlae in r e la ti o n to the re ality b o th  natio na l  a n d 

I nt er national and In rela ti on  to the c o n s c i o u s n e s s  of the p e op le . 

S ens i ti ve  a s se ss m en t and r ea ss e s s m e n t  w o ul d  dicta t e the n a t u r e  

of each step to be taken howev er  small. It is In this s e ns e  that 

th* d e t a i l e d  tactic* r e ma i n flexible, but only w i t h i n  the fr a m e w o r k  

of the o b j e c t i v e *  of the f r e e d o m  C h a r t e r  and of th* m e t h o d  of 

o r g a ni sa ti o n.  Ri g i d i t y  of tactic spells, doom be c a u s e  of the f ai lu r e 

to r ec o g n i s e  ever c h an g in g r e a l i t y  and c on sc io u s n e s s .  The w h o l e  

process 1* ther ef or e d y na a l V ' a n d  not static.
•« ̂  * *

5.5 But p a r t i c i p a t i o n  by a s»a!l group of class of perso n s in i s ol at i on  

1* alto not enoug h In the long tern. There must be p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

by th* m aj o r i t y  of South Afri c an s.  However, becau s e p e o p l d  a r e ( 

o rga n is ed  a r ou nd  day to day issues which c o nc er n diff er en t  groups,v 

the nature and level of activi ty  aid the level of co n s c i o u s n e s s

’would di ffer from area to area, from group to group. This is a n o t h e r  

expr es s io n of the n e e d  for f le xi b i l i t y  wh ich is ap p l i c a b l e  not 

only to di f f e r e n t  levels of activity, but to the form and s t ru c tu re  

of or g an i s a t i o n s  as well. It is obvious that the form and s t r uc tu re  

depends on the nature and level cf activity, the n u m be r of p eo pl e  

involved in 'his acti vi t y and the level of c o n s c i o u s n e s s .  The 

•tru ct ur e  of o r g a n i s a t i o n  mint of n e c e ss it y be flexible and r e s p o n s 

ive to changi ng  condi ti o ns .

However, the w hole process Is held together by the c om m on  pr o g r a m m e  

cont ai n ed  in the C h a r t e r  and by a c o i s l s t c n c y  of m e th od  and ap proach. 

Moreover,' this n et h od  U p o s r s  the duty to searc h c r e a t i v e l y  for 

common issues so that org_nisAtic.l ar ound these will o pe rate at 

a bind in g force to t’jpplexent the unl*.y en g e n d e r e d  by the Charter.

6. Political O r g a n i s a t i o n

6.1 Altho ug h the proce ss  of I tbeiatlon M s  I** roott In th* p a r t i c i p a t i o n  

of groupt or coc au ni ti e s,  a> oi'nd issues of their immediate concern, 

their ultia at e  free d om  can only be s p e ar he a de d by their p o li ti c al



#

6.2. fht building of a political o r ga ni sa t io n which It lead by  an 

*xp*rl*nc*d and tested l ea dership with an u ne quivocal a ll egiance 

to the o ppressed aasses reaains our hi s torical task.

8.3. Such a political o r ga ni s at io n can be b uilt only through tha 

p a r t ic ip a ti on  of p e o pl e  in struggle, and in turn leads cohesion, 

thrust and direction, and c haracter to th* struggles of the 

■ass»s«

U lt imately it is the ea bodlment of the momentx>us unity of the 

o ppressed mass es  and it carries w i t hi n it the seeds of a Just, 

equal, anti-racist and liberated South Afriea.

P BO B I E H S CPWf ROM TI NG  OUR STRUGGLE

Every struggle has its problems, setbacks, w e a kn es se s  and enemies. 

These arl»e often froa an aggressive s t a t e ,  m i sg ui de d  syapathlsers, 

sometimes is a r e u l t  of our oun we aknesses. O u r  r es po ns ib i li ty  

Is to clearly u nderstand these probleas and setbacks and devise 

appropriate responses. "Tell no lies, clala no easy v ic tories" 

said Cabral. Slai ia rl y we aust confront our probleas honestly 

and co ur a geous!y and not shy away froa sel f- c ri ti ci s m.  At the 

saae tiae we *ust not u n de re stlaate the strength, cunn in g  and 

s op hi st ic a ti on  of eur eneaies - both w it hi n and outside the 

Country.

7.1. The G a n g e r of re g l o n a l i sa

The political reality in South Africa laposes innumerable 

constraints on organisational work: state r e pression h andicaps 

any effort at co-or d in at io n  of activity and laposes an uneven 

and fragmented development of our work. The debi li ta t in g re pression 

of the 19008 d lseabered the de ve lopaent of our deaocratlc aoveaent 

and resulted in one or 2 generations of a llitanta growing in 

5 »ofjraphlcal historical and political Isolation and over wh e lm ed  

by local conditions.

Thes- facturs contribute to the po ss i b i l i t y  of the emergence 

of fores of regionalism and parochialls. We must guard against 

I these dangers, for there is only one struggle. Our obvious task

It to » W u y g l e  against these dangers and strive for an effective 

I * unity in action. t

O thar poli ti ca l  tendencies

E ve r y p o l it ic a l altu a ti on  g e n e r a t e s  dive r se  p o l it ic al  t e nd e nc ie s 

w ith t h e i r . o w n  c on c e p t i o n s  of the stru g gl e and their own a p proach. 

But the domin an t  p ol it ic a l ao v e a e n t  is e s t a b l i s h e d  over de c ade* 

of strug g le  by tha un f o l d i n g  of histo ry . Even though these t e n 

dencies are p e r ip he r al  they r e q u i r e  a b r i e f  s c ie n ti fi c respo ns e.

The c r i t e r i a  by which ue d ev el op  our r es p on se  are:

7.2.1. ho w is the p o l it ic a l r e a l i t y  an a l y s e d  and u n d er s to od .

7.2.2. what are ident if i ed  as the prin ci pa l  forces in the struggle.

7.2.3. w hich of these forces in their a s se s s a e n t  b el on g  to th* 

p eo p le 's  caap and w hi ch  to the e neay caap.

7.2.4. tha p ol i ti ca l p r og r am  by which each a o v es  towards its 

deals. • .

7.2.5. the aethods, s trategies and tactics they use.
#

7.2.6. the r e l at io na h lp  to other p olitical forces.

There are those who beli e ve  that w o rk er s have a special role in the 

process of change outside of any aeanl ng f ul  alliance with o t U r  

social groups. To the extent that t heir appro a ch  gene r at es  a n t a g o n 

isms with other political groups, we b el ie ve  that whilst polea ic s 

are laportant. such anta go ni s as  are not in the interest of either 

the worke rs  .t other social g roups s t r u g g l i n g  for national liber

ation and serves a er el y  to fraga e nt  the unity of patr io ti c forces. 

In all h u m i l i t y  we suggest that our prog ra m me , the fr eedom Charter, 

which has stood the test of tlae and struggle, reaains th* most 

viab le  basis for our advance to li be ration. Me are r e al nd e d that 

nowh er e  In the w o rl d has nati on al  liber at i on  been attai ne d by 

work er s  alone.

Third f o rce

The oppressors, both national and i nternational, have so ph is ticated 

a m ethod by which they subvert, co-opt and create individuals, 

grouping and even ao veaent*. Thiir tola func ti on  is to deflect, 

disrupt and misdi r ec t effort* of a d e ao cr a tl c movement by lt>«»r- 

v e n l n g  at aoaent a pp ropriate to th* o p p r ** so rs  upon their I n s t r u c t 

ions. They will p e r s u a s l v * l y  d l l *  to be genuine participant*



fn the democratic s truggle. M i sd i r e c t e d  political Forces can 

esslly fall vict i m of these m a n o u e u v r e s . C o n t l n o u s  and vigorous 

vigilance Is the only safeguard.

Bantustans

The creation of B an t u s t a n s  and tha e s t ab l is hm en t  of tyrants 

like Sebe and H a ta nt im e  gives rise to c h al l e n g i n g  strategic 

p robleas to our struggle, firstly, each of their corrupt b u r e a u 

cracies harbours an ad ministrative elite uhlcH' rapidly develops 

a state In the system, owe their a ll egiance to Pretoria, becoaa 

defenders of the syst e a and carry out its iniquitous policies. 

Secondly, » ley repl ac e the P r e t or ia  G o v er nm e nt  as. the o ppressor 

and coaalt tha aost h ei n ou s r epressive acts in the Interests 

of the apartheid system.

Deaocrats need to c o n f r o n t  this reality, and evolve creative 

strategies to advene* the s truggle.

laperiallsm

Western Imperialist c o u nt ri es  have vast suas of aoney amounting 

to billions of rand Inve s te d In South Africa. Their only interest 

In South AFriea is tc safe gu a rd  their in ve s t m e n t s  and maximise 

profits. They will do anyt hi ng  to achieve this and will not 

h esitate to subvert our struggle. Their * leaders, Reag a n and 

Thatcher, brazt nl y support the Botha plans and give active a s s i s t 

ance to the aoartheld regime.

We 'rej ec t their notion of °constructlve e ng ag ement". They will 

be regarded as en*a5es unless they support the demands of the 

Freedom Charter.

Ti l t  ROAD  A H E A D

The quest for fr»«.rf0 -« ten never be quelled. We have wa lked this 

long and ardous road for 3 /4 s of the 20th Century. D u ri n g this 

p eriod our struggle has rjrown and our [ eople have become resilient 

and determined. Iheir tarcli to freedom will conti n ue  r el en tlessly 

despite the state r e pr es s io n and re gardless of the price paid 

in lives. This struggle which r ea ched new heights at the Congress 

of the People In the adoption of the Charter r e p re s en te d a greater 

maturity te thi liberation alliance. A matu r it y which sustained

the movement, despi te  its f r a g m e n t a t i o n  through the harsh and 

60s. Tha grow i ng  m i l i t a n c y  of the m a s se s d u ri n g the last decade^**** 

t estimony to tha re si l i e n c e  of tha d em o c r a t i c  m o v e m e n t  and U  1W« 

Free do m  C h ar te r as a living d ocument.

Today we are p o i s e d  on the t h r e s h o l d  of a stage o F  o u r  struggle •* 

w hich wa will w it ne s s the ce m e n t i n g  of our unity, the consolldi«tie 

and d e ep en in g  of our o rg an is a t i o n s  and the i n c r e a s e d  mili ta nt )  ot 

our people. This stage presents us with c r it ic a l c h a l l e n g e s :

1. to intensify our efforts to organ is e  the o p p r e s s e d ;

2. to gener at e  an e f fe c ti ve  and r e s p o n s i b l e  l e ad er s hi p ' 

will always be fully c on s c i o u s  of the n e e d s  and aspir«t>>»

of our people; j
• «

3. to develop a p ro fo u nd .- Un d er st an d in g of our s t r u g g l e  and pr»\pt 

gate this amongst our rtnlc and file.

The road to freedom will te 'lard and p r o t r a c t e d  r e q u i r i n g  diligence 

commitment, s acrifice and ah<f>e all c o ur a ge . To meet the challenge' 

p os ed  by a s op h is t i c a t e d  «nemy we will n e ed  c r e a t i v i t y  and an adhevtnt' 

to p r i n ci pl e combi ne d  with tactical f l e xi bi l it y.  ■

This is the content in which the eratlc F ro nt  has the potential 

forge our unity across ill b i *r l «r s t hr ou gh  a p ro ce s s of organls%t«»ti 

and struggle. D emocratic f o r c n  today hsve a h i st or i ca l resp on s ilmlit) 

to coll ec t iv el y vt. iqtheu the U n i t e d  D e m o c r a t i c  F r on t at e very U v t l s 

across regional and provincial barriers, across racial and qlass barji«»m 

across w orker and c ommunity b arriers, and across rural and urban bafyitrt. 

T oday we call upon leaders and leading mili ta nt s , t hr o u g h o u t  our 

and In every sector of o r g a n i s a t i o n  to sink their differences 

active ly  reach oi>( to ertch other to forge lasting b onds wb!chj'»«ll 

Inspire united a'tlon a w n g ^ t  ,the ma sses in the u n e qu i vo ca l r e j et t’1*" 

of Ootha's ; ’an. fh«'e is a place In the demo cr at i c m o ve me nt  fortsll- 

All have a sign! f ! ;.ent < o n tr i bu ti on  to the s truggle. We c om m e n J t V t  

initiative to r t- e s l a h ' i s h  th< Transvaal Indian C o n g r e s s  today. ih;v 

is yet another histo r ic  step forwa rd  in the b u i l d i n g  of a people* 

democracy. We join xitl d e mo cr a ts  all over the C o u n t r y  and 

all over the W orld and salute the revival of yet a no ther cqmponen1 

of the de mocratic novtment. It Is i ap ossible to liberate any one nati»"s* 

group without freedom for all. II It for this r* a*nn that we 

comm it t ed  to fight side hy side to crea t e the s o ci e ty  e o n t e m p U * « ^  

by the F n r O O N  CHARIfd.
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