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POLITICAL RIGHTS A8 D_.Tiw POLITICAL PARTISjk /

lhe system of rtoi dltcfiniOHtion practised in South Africa
operates act against a minority, but a&ainst the treat majority

of the people i the Non-Whites (Africans, Indians and Coloureds)
who number over 10 million of the country’s total popul tion

of 12i million. 1
The Non—Whites are denied any voice in the government, pnd
are excluded from participation in the administration of the

country*

The Union’s Constitution — the South Africa Act, pc bed in
1710, enshrines the principle of race discrimination. Successive
governments have held power umier thin constitution, cal ing
the system of race discrimination variously "segreg-tion" (the
United Party under Smuts) or "apartheid" (tre ‘iationalist
Government), but under the Nationalists political rights
iii*ve been still further restricted nd whittled away.

The basis for the rise to po*er of the fascist Nationalist
Government lies in the baBic structure of South Africa’s political
economic and social system. The structure is character!—ed by:

1. Tae predominance of financial md gold-oinin*, groups in
alii nee with the big farming interests and closei.y linked
wltn british and American imperialism.

2. The amassing by these interests of supcr—-profits derived
from the exploitation af the Non-White manses, wno .jre reS; raed
(Jurely as sources of cheap 1-bour. Tney “re deprived of 1 nd
iilid democratic rights, hela in a stite of colonifal subjection
an* terror, and deliberately ienieu accest to education nd
tne benefits of civilisation*

J. The granting of numerous concessions .nd aonopol.es
( efc, of political rapresenttion, commercial opj'ortuni*lee, sklll-
ed trades and professions) to, the European middle cla— + —nd
working classes with a view to uuying tneir su ort and
maintaining some stability for this top—heavy structure.

South Africa’s undemocratic constitution has p-rmltted the
Nationalist rart.v to become the gove n.ent of th* co int y, 1though
it represents a minority in the country.

TKb COMSi ITUXiQH«

All members of Parliament must be Afriflanepaaa ae*cafiiOwed*i<>h/u**.
minor exoeptions( detailed elow)



30 the tndlgonoua Inhabitants, the aajorlty of the people, «r« birred from
exeroLslng the firs* rljrht of a oltlzen, the right to chocae hla goverraaent
by popular vote.

Taking the two Houses of Perl latent (the Senate and the Houm of Assembly)
together, out of « total of 197 aeabers, 190 members represent 22 per cent

of tha popul tlon #nd 7 marabers represent 68 par cent. The regaining 10

par oant ara tot Ily unrepresented. Tha antlra African population (8fallllon)
La represented by 7 aaabara In tha two Houses, and of these 7* 4 ara Indirectly
alaotad. The four Senators ara eleoted by tha Afrloans of thre-'. of tha Union's
four provinces and undar this system of Indirect election, the oonstltu—moy

of the Tranert—al-Pree State aust be the’largest In tha world represented by
only on* aan. The reaalnlng thaee representatives are elected by the Afrleans
of tha Cape ‘ rovlnce, who are registered on a eeparste voters' roll, nd have
to satisfy educational and property quel 1floetlona.

The only IndLana In thl oountry who aay vote are indued In tlie
1500 Aslans ( Indians and ~laysj who, In the Oape, are registered as voters.

Only tha Coloured people of the Capa Province nay vilte, and In this
province there are 2',000 Coloured voters oor.,nre—-I to 590,0'X'. "hlte voters.

As e oontrast to tha dlsfranchlneaent of the grant trajorlty of the
Non—*hltes,ev«ry tfhlte aan or woaan over the age of 21 yeara has the vote.

Only In the Caoa era Non-Whites represented on provincial councils, snd only
on Cape aunlclpal councils aay Non-rfhlte Council lor-i sit.

Evory”iere else City and Town Councils ere exclusively rtilta.

Not satisfied with the gross dlsfalty In voting rights, tha Hatloiallat
Oovsrnment has set out to destroy the let vestlgea of democratic rights enjoyed
by aoae Coloureds and Africans. Ilhey have repeatedly threaterv>d to abolish
the 5 Afrloan representatives In the Houae of Asaembly who are elected bv tha
frloaas in the Ua e, wad In faot, have excelled three jifrloan representatives
eleoted to Parliament ( Kahn, Bunting and Alexander), using the teras of the
Suppression of Cossamlsm Aot* The Nationalists have al*o threat—imsd to reaovv all
Coloured voters Ip the Cepe from th% ocamryjn roll. Tb this end, they passed the
Separate aepresentctlon of Voters* Aot, removLng the Coloureds from the voting
roll, and flouting the entrenohed clause in the Constitution which safaguarda
the on-Vhlte franohl”e of the Cap*. This aot provoked a major const*.tutlo”al
stora In South Afrlaa. A Court sppllaatlonupset tha v*lIlUty of the governaent's
action, and a oountrywlde oaaslgn agslnat tha Governoent’s action on this Isaua
oaused the goverra»nt temporarily to abandon its ol”ns. However, the National late
will undoubtedly sake new attempts to raaove Coloured Veters fro* the rolls.

TR> POLITICAL PARTIf-S

All the political parties In South Afrloa ar* based on a policy of restricting
polltloal rights to the Non—-Europeans, and exploiting tho oheac labour of the
Afris*ns*

Since Union in 1910, there have b'en various alignments betwe>—?n the parties, but
basically there has bean little difference between the Government party and tho
offlalal
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T>=* Uni tad Party doeo .till pay llp—a«r?ioe to deaooratlo principle*.

It la a la.e hottg.nou. oerty than the Natlon”lUt. and th*re ara *«<3jlona
and »e.bera of It that fro. U«e to tltt do atte.pt to whip up oppoaltlon to
the Ootarnn.mfa program* and acUfltlea. But on oountleia *lt«l 1i*auea
tha a rarent oonfllot b4*een tha National lata an* the United Party haa *ro»n
mora and aora auperflcWl a» th* Oppoaltlon oo.prc.oaed -1th the Qoiariment,
rather than <olLn Ln united oppoaltlon to the N*tlorull«ta -Ith the Non-

*hlte people “no or“nnLeaUona.
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The Public Safety Act, end Criminal Law Anendaant Aot, pa.iaed In order to crush
the De'lano# Ca»p*Ipi of 1952 five tha Oovemmant power to suapand «lsting

lavs and hcliUU by unreatrloted deereej to punlah without recourae to

tha oourta of law; tc LnflUt laahea and teraa of Uprleoiwatn f r ooamlttin* any
offaneo by way of protentlng agalnat any 1&».

Tha Criminal Procedure anr! E» Ildan«e Mt ( b-—fore PerlLaTBent during tha 1955 eeemlon)
givea tha polloe -van grauter po*«»r, and p* nnlts aeaohee without warrant* r.s woll
aaxatkai adillkt»«»ikxp«K«iiiKl«xtk*)gicitm«KX ®*

Al»o befbre tho 19?!> aeaalen of Far5 L”nont la ’-ha '.—oparturo fr*« tha Union
Regultlon Bill which a&kaa It a crlms punishable by Imprlaon—neAl

without the option of e flna for siyboiy ovur 1* to 1*J?a tho ~ion Itheut -
pas <port laBuxd by the Govamzaent.

Ant*—Trada Jnlon l-ggl iU Uc_a«
Seaaao tlon on the Trade 'Jnl« e«
Rigid Control of Labour. il

Several lawa oarry farther tha rigid control of African libour by tightening

up tha p aa l«wa, preventing vorkero from moving fra«ly rSout »hn country frd
oompatlng for U easloyaent |In tha bast aarketa. for example tha tlw*

Labour I*egul>llon Act u-leva It morUlnnl o'"f-nc* far an un—-my-loy d Afrloan to
h« In a town longer than 72 hour* without aperalt. This BUIl nak”s It

a orlalnal offance for «n r.frlc™n w<r\/r to r*fu * tc ahgc obe” —ny aw*ul
oownd or uae Inrultlnjr language tc hla e*loyer. **» Native Lawa Amendment
Act upplloa tha ptisalHva to Afrlo*n *nt\ Juvenllea. It g tha
Government po*er to banl**h trlbaa or Individual# from tha area* In *>*oh that
wara bcrn or grew up. Cthar lk«* empower »ha authorities tc rfeocrt African

man or woman from *h* to*n*. The effect of thaaa lawa and tha r —eration

of tha liiilxu p*aalana generally la to oontrO) all wv*rlo**n labour, —hat It
ro«*Ins cheap and docile. Africans who f’ll ~oul of tha pass lawa ar* brought to
oourt ( thara ara ov *r ona million convictions «ach y*>ar’, v those found

gullt.v fra ll«»M* to ba aant out to work on *he mines an.l
ara worat and »*»goa lowest.

farma, where conditions

Enforced nr>*r
Th* Orouo mm» Act aim* at th—- aaUbllahmant of raoa g'r»ttoaf for ~aoh of th«
various Son—~hlta groupa. It «apo»»rs tha Oovorns»nt to axproprl~ta ooauiunltlaa
fron tnalr lana «td propartlaa without oo«pana*tlon. ffhar>«4dk«ii*ttat*,<k*JUi
m kaaxacaaaixtnu Thl« yaar tha Tovarn—wint atartad Its flrat anforoad popul
ra«3v»l schema (undar th« Watl»e JUaattlaaont ‘Otj whan It —aonad Afrloan
fanlllaa fro« m fraahold »r«a of Johanneaburp to a controlled, MItHHW fnx
townahlp In the area aet aalde for African*. A I>w b ro*" Pnrl If»en*> In to
mpo ar the Qovomaent to remove all Afrloana (xmuit do«aotlc *nrVera) who live
In European apartaint—bull 'Inga.

tlon



lha Jtetlv* Building <oric#rs' Aot prohibits African* froa building in «p ir««

proolalswd by th« Minister*
Tho MIxad IUrj]l>g«i Aot w kn Illtgal all
of any othar Noa—-Btlta groups.
Tha NAtlva L*B<J and Trust Aot

Th« Bantu Authorities Apt aatsup dunmy tribal
aakas this pra*enoa of oonsultlng than Instaad of giving thaw tha fill

anrrlagas b«tM«n VhlUi arid M*b«ri

Is to used to uproot Afrloana on tha land*
councils for tha Africans and
franohlaa.



The LABOUR PAPTT.

This Party .m originally fo”ed by th« akllled
~“Inda/da! a* , Jjor PolLt!o*l P*rtyth. Labour Warty declined yeara ago
u til today 1? ta a SD-mt ‘oroa, wltr. aone United oaiineotlons with
ROM Europe* « trade unions rird «lth Its repreeentitlon in Hirllsoent

*hlU workers to oroUot thalr

tha”kss of tho people. In !>arlta*mt thla party'*
reoent v*ars taken m oou tpoui «t»nd

of the »«opl«. Hut the ?«rty still
aotlvity ~

mi« nbUUi*aha*.In
In dafonoi of the des»or*tlc right
concentrates on purely nJrinc ~ “2 1lu
as a a r*sult tends to dlsco-mt the strugg.ea 0Ol the Non rfhite
poO'l<m movonentB, roused to aotlon outside PerlUrsent.

tHI1 LIBM t\?TI,

TMn **rtv with s refomUt progr »»3 f—r~d it * tlrae, wring the

Deface G*ap me!<*. «hen the Hon-3uroreano wer* conducting a ® 13~ n* c'm? lai

for th repeal rf er.U-ce.otretlo uni unjust la*.*. T-la a'td ho”.f,

uni,.. *>». oonjo.ilon. .r— « to th. “or.—R.rop.~." d«n4d4 «#» pollUMI
rlrvt3 thore will bo trouble. Accorc’'ln.~l> U rofou-t.j . It«— .r r* 1
Jliht. ' other aoderutn dosende. party has no mace b”sls or —waWsht
er.fh.. . 1-H-r.hlp t.Vnlv of A £ *e

colour h-r, tn. v tur. of th. llb-r.I P.rtj'. projr.m. .tid ».rk ( —-UIU1
to perlUsaulrj etlvity) »*»r« that NOr— hltso c« r— - *

participates In It eff*otlt*ly.
ttixpikUti

The OOMMUNI3T PA~Ef was suppressed by tho XrtImVtitwrtttittti a Ln<
tn 19~ of t*—e wUppras'tlor. cf Coo”™n'pt 'ct.



THS RECORD OF THE NATIONALIST OOYSRN'rNT*

Sine* May 1948 when the Satlonallit Ooverrwmt oarse to power, there
have been continuous and aountlng attacks on the fro~dcta* of <*s—ocLatlon
*nd soeech, »0¥e«ent and aaaeobly# Th* trad* union* and national
1lbaratory *ov»n*nt8 h*?e bam under fire, or hB»e all il*r®ocratlc bodies “~
all this ai**d at ttlfllInf criticism fro* thoe* outwoW-nly op”~o”~d tc th#
N«tluMIlitic

B*low are sotjo of th*) neaaur«s ?a-Md In t h y«ars by th* National la*
Oevarmwnti

Th* Suppression of Conaunlii* Aot g**e the XInlnterof JuWlco diet torlol powers,
end thaso ha has used to ban nev»*cap*»rs ( Tie Ouardlm, and »d?*rca/; to
proscribe and ban Individual* (up to no* 571 people Vst* beon "neraed"; 179
prohibited froa attandLnf all fathe Ings; *ui 3* forced to r*ef£n froa trade
unions and other bodies.)

RsLds <m homes and of~loes hate becooe coirtonpl *ce, telephones ere tapped,
ths ailLl scrutinised, books and Journal* banned, “eilnps surroudded by ajred
araed polloe and the na*ee of all these attending recorded by the Political
Poll** .. all this ostensibly to flfht 'Co*»unl?m’, but tlaed at crushing
the da«5orstlo *ovrtraent snd Intlaldatinr South Africans.
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