
SECOND A5IA-AFRICA CONFERENCE
OPENS IN CAIRO

LONDON.
^ G A IN ST  a background of 

stepped-up anti-colonialist 
struggle in different parts of 
the world, the second Afro- 
Asian conference opens in 
Cairo this week.

HUNDREDS OF DELEGATES 
HAVE POURED INTO CAIRO 
TO ATTEND THE CONFER
ENCE. THEY HAVE COME 
FROM ALL OVER THE 
WORLD—FROM NEIGHBOUR
ING SUDAN, FROM DISTANT 
JAPAN.

Altogether, more than forty 
countries are being represented in 
the biggest gathering ever of its 
kind.

Amongst the delegates are 40 
men and women from the various

Colonel Nasser; his government is 
host to the Africa-Asia Conference.

republics of the Soviet Union. 
(At the first Afro-Asian Confe- 
r^jice in Bandung the Soviet 
Union was invited to send only 
observers.)

Egypt, the host country, is 
being represented by a delegation 
of 82.

A number of delegates have 
also come from Indonesia, which 
is at the moment one of the key 
battlefields of the anti-Colonialist 
struggle.

There can be little doubt that 
the Conference will pledge full 
support to the people and Govern
ment of Indonesia in their struggle 
against the Dutch for the restora
tion of West Irian (Dutch New 
Guinea).
ALGERIANS WILL BE THERE

Also represented are the 
courageous people of Algeria, 
who are fighting for their inde
pendence from France. The Afro- 
Asian countries have consistently 
backed the Algerian people in 
their struggle, and the French 
colonialists will look on with dis
may as representatives of two 
thirds of humanity endorse the 
Algerians’ claim.

At the Bandung conference, 
Chinese Premier Chou En-Iai made 
a signal contribution to the deli
berations. China will be repre
sented at the present conference by 
24 delegates.
FOLLOW-UP ON BANDUNG
The present conference differs 

from the one held in Bandung in 
that there will be fewer heads of 
Government in Cairo than there 
were at Bandung.

Bandung signalled the official 
determination of the Afro-Asian 
people to make their collective 
voice heard in the determination 
of world affairs.

The present conference repre
sents a desire to consolidate the 
spirit of Bandung at a lower than 
Government level.

The delegates at Cairo come 
from all walks of life. They in
clude politicians, trade unionists, 
businessmen, artists, scientists, 
and students.

THE AGENDA
Amongst the items on the 

agenda are:
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Next week 

‘(Bantu! World’ 
Follows Strijdom’s 

Line —
By Tennyson Makiwane

Imperialism and national inde
pendence;

A review of the international 
situation and its bearing on the 
Afro-Asian countries;

The prevention of the testing 
and use of nuclear and other 
weapons of mass destruction;

Technical, economic and cul
tural co-operation between the 
Afro-Asian countries.

SOUTH AFRICA
Of particular interest to the 

people of South Africa will be 
the discussion on racial discrimi
nation .

At the Bandung conference, at 
which two observers from the 
Congress movement, Moses Ko- 
tane and Maulvi Cachalia, were 
present, a resolution was passed 
strongly condemning racial discri
mination in general, and apartheid 
in South Africa in particular.

EGYPTIAN COMMUNISTS JAILED
CAIRO.

interesting political development in Egyptian politics in recent months has been the for
mation of a new Egyptian United Communist Party.

Although several members of this new Party were recently jailed 
by a secret military tribunal in Cairo, the Party has stood by its 
attitude of supporting the Egyptian national front headed by Colonel 
Nasser.
The new party was formed a few 

months ago by the unification of 
two of the three Communist parties 
in existence in Egypt at the time. 
A manifesto issued by the new 
party declares that its aim is to 
achieve unity with the third group 
of Communists so that all Egyptian 
Communists may be organised in 
a single united party.

The manifesto opens with the 
words;

“Our country is passing through 
a glorious period and one of his
toric importance. Egypt has be
come an independent republic. 
For the first time in its contem
porary history it rejoices in a 
national Government. The latter, 
with our brave people and their 
army constitute a national front 
which defends and strengthens 
our independence.
“The Arab nation is growing and 

winning great victories,” the mani
festo continues.’

STRENGTHENED
DEMOCRACY

“Egypt stands on the threshold 
of a parliamentary life of a new 
^type; it is taking a new step in the 
strengthening of a democracy and 
political and trade union liberties. 
Our economic independence is 
being strengthened.

“We can already see the perspec-* 
tives of a life of well-being open
ing up, in which we shall be able 
to begin to reap the harvest of our 
struggle and to construct a flourish
ing national economy based upon 
free trade, modern industry and 
advanced agriculture.”

The workers and their allies in

the Egyptian national front would 
welcome the unity of the over
whelming majority of Egyptian 
Communists in a new party, the 
manifesto claimed.

“NATIONAL BOURGEOISIE”
Among those who would welcome 

the new party with joy, it added, 
were the “national bourgeoisie, 
who have resolutely decided in 
favour of the road of national reso
lution.

“They consider the Egyptian 
Communists as the best defenders 
of our national Government led 
by the valiant President Gamal 
Nasser, and as the best fighters 
for the advancement of our 
national economy in which 
Egyptian capital will play a posi
tive role.”
The manifesto ends with an ap

peal for unity between all Commu
nists and between all Egyptian 
patriots.

The secretariat of the new party 
later amplified its attitude to the 
present Egyptian regime in a state
ment commenting on an interview 
given by President Nasser to the 
U.S. magazine “Look”.

DISAGREEMENT WITH 
NASSER

The secretariat’s declaration stated 
that the party supported the general 
tendency emerging from the replies 
given by Nasser, but that it differed 
from him on certain questions of 
internal policy.

“We support the general orien
tation of his policy because il 
emanates from a national govern
ment pursuing a policy of inde
pendence in the interests of our 
people and of the programme of

our Party,” the declaration con
tinued.
“We are not in agreement with 

him, however, on the question of 
his attitude towards political parties 
and of the existence of a legal Com
munist Party in this country—an 
attitude which weakens democracy 
and which puts a brake on the de
velopment of our national front.”

The declaration went on by quot
ing Nasser as saying that under the 
cloak of democracy and freedo-.m, 
political parties in Egypt had served 
the cause of the agents of foreign 
countries and not that of the 
people of Egypt.

Nasser is wrong when he puts all 
parties in the same category, the 
secretariat statement comments,

“The popular masses are aware 
of how we are working to consoli
date Egypt’s independence and 
world peace. They are awar^ :
our sacrifices and those of on 
rades who are undergoin ^r**^om- 
terror. prison and exile in ’ j j ^  police' 
tian deserts in ord " ‘ JhQ  ggyn- 
may remain inder >ier Hiat 
people be sure o^jH^ndopt

“We protesjf “ ^'''“'•e.
ing of against the hold*
prison.^^f'?’”. ‘'"'"'■ades in the 
can'

bar comrades 
and desert concentration

Hungary’s Runaways Fight Algerians
Forced into French Foreign Legion

NEW YORK.
JJUNGARIAN refugees 

have been forced to join 
the French Foreign Legion for 
war against the Algerian 
people, the Algerian Front of 
National Liberation has an
nounced.

The Front’s delegation to the 
United Nations made public a 700- 
word document based on the testi
mony of a 19-year-old Hungarian 
who eventually succeeded in flee
ing the Foreign Legion.

He is Sandor Szovinecz, who 
worked as a specialist in the coal 
mines of the Tatabanya region in 
Hungary. Aftar the Hungarian 
outbreak he fled to Austria and 
was placed in a U.S. refugee camp 
at Laudcck, Austria, on Nov, 21, 
1956.

“Then he and 160 of his fellow 
countrymen, having signed a con
tract to work in the French mines, 
were transported to a refugee 
camp in Colmar, France,” says the 
document.

FOREIGN LEGION 
PROPAGANDA

“There they were subjected to 
an intense propaganda campaign 
by recruiters for the Foreign 
Legion.

“Sandor and those of his com
panions who refused to enlist were 
sent away to various mining areas, 
Sandor being sent to Le Forret, 
near the Belgian border.

“Here, despite his condition as 
a refugee and a mining specialist, 
he testified that his living condi- 
tiofis were deplorable. The most 
difficult work was assigned to fo
reigners. No safety precautions 
were taken in the mine.

‘‘Profiting from the general

alarm after the first fatal accidents 
in the mine, the recruiters for the 
Foreign Legion once again ap
peared. But this time no mention 
was made of the Legion. Workers 
were asked to sign up for ‘service’ 
in the Overseas Territories with 
the promise that they could later 
possess their own plot of land and 
bring their families.

“ More than half the refugees, 
including Sandor, accepted. T^gse 
volunteers were then given a paper 
to sign—written in French, which 
they could not understand.

“Once in Marseilles, finding 
themselves lodged in the barracks 
of the Foreign Legion, the refugees 
(about 30 in number) realised the 
ruse, and protested vehemently.

“The military police intervened, 
bayonets in hand, and threw the 
refugees into prison as ‘Commu
nists/

“In prison they were offered a 
choice—either to agree to leave 
for Oran, Algeria, where they 
would be ‘freed,’ or to remain in 
prison.

“Faced with this hopeless 
‘choice’ the 30 Hungarians agreed 
to leave for Oran.

“However, the efforts of the 
Hungarians to escape military ser
vice with the Legion did not cease. 
Many, Sandor among them, re
fused to serve and were placed in 
the disciplinary camp at Colomb- 
Bechar. Others attempted to be 
discharged by eating sardines they 
purposrely left to rot in the sun, or 
by smoking cigarettes made of 
quinine powder (in order to ap
pear tubercular).”

Sandor finally escaped and told 
his story to the Algerian Front of 
National Liberation.

t r ia l  i n  CAIRO
a secret trial in Cairo last

rn...* ^'Lu^‘iy.PJ'Niipnn!s^on
by the Government of Communists 
had not ceased.

The Court sentenced 13 Commu
nists to hard labour for from three 
to seven years.

Those sentenced included two 
girls, one a schoolmistress and one 
a student. Four of the accused were 
sentenced in their absence.

Despite these convictions, the 
Egyptian United Communist Party 
continues to call upon Egyptians to 
support the present Government.

The party stated that it regarded 
the trial as a blow against the 
national front in which Communists 
“were playing a distinguished part 
in support of their country and 
Government”.

Those responsible for the trial 
were a small group of Big Busi
nessmen behind the newspaper “ A1 
Ahram,” who lacked, faith in the 
people and were afraid of im
perialism.

“Their temporary and insigni
ficant success should not permit 
us to forget the successes achieved 
by the nation under the present 
patriotic Government led by Pre
sident Nasser,” the statement 
adds.

CONTINUE TO SUPPORT 
GOVERNMENT

Outstanding among these suc
cesses were the fight against the im
perialist pacts and plots, the de
velopment of economic, cultural 
and political ties with the Socialist. 
African and Asian countries, and 
the support to Arab nationalism.

“We should not lose confidence in 
the patriotism of the present 
Government or in President Nasser,” 
the statement concluded.

“We must continue to support 
this patriotic Government and re
inforce the National Front.”



AFRICANS REJECT NEW 
‘RANTU AUTHORITIES’ SCHEME

JOHANNESBURG.
'y'ERW O ERD ’S scheme to create “urban tribal authorities” is totally unacceptable to the 

Africans and is bound to end in failure say the leaders of the people here commenting on 
the latest NAD plan to create ‘consuls’ of the Bantu Authorities in the towns.

‘‘The bringing of the Bantu Authorities in the Urban Areas is 
unwanted and it cannot work” said Mr. P. Lengene, chairman of the 
Johannesburg joint Advisory Boards in an interview with New Age.
Mr. Lengene said that many 

Africans had been born in the 
cities and had never seen the rural 
areas at all, nor did they have any 
ties with the countryside. These 
people could not be expected to 
accept the tribal system or the 
authority of a chief.

Urban Africans could not be 
ruled by people who represented 
chiefs who were outside the cities 
and knew conditions quite diffe
rent from what was going on in 
the cities, he said.

FACTION RIOTS
Verwoerd’s scheme is an attempt 

t3 intensify “ethnic” grouping 
whose disastrous effects have been 
seen in the recent Johannesburg 
faction riots.

It appears that the N.A.D. wants 
to establish stooges who will be the 
instrument of the government in 
crushing popular peoples’ demands 
and actions. The ‘consuls’ will be 
expected to appeal to members of 
their particular ‘̂ethnic” groups 
and call upon them to desist from 
taking action against the govern
ment.

A mass deputation which pro-

A
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tests or makes objection to a gov- 
ernmnet scheme effecting a particu
lar area, could be told to go to 
their respective “tribal consuls” if 
the scheme goes through. In this 
manner the N.A.D. hopes to frus
trate united action amongst the 
African people,

ANC STATEMENT
In a press statement the African

tac
It cannot be regarded as a matter 

for trade union organisation only.
GET IT TALKED ABOUT

To get this conference talked 
about, watched and its decision 
waited upon by the whole country, 
will need the active work of the 
entire Congress Movement. For 
this reason, and because the mat
ters to be discussed at the Con
ference are of vital importance at 
the present time, all Congresses 
have appointed representatives to 
serve on the £1 a Day Committee.

Ail regions arc asked to give 
their fullest support to this commit-

. . .  . . . .  I I tee so as to facilitate and make theirand thus increase their exploitation” | easier.
concludes the’ ANC statement. It is appreciated that there are

National Congress calls upon the 
people in the towns to stand firm 
alongside the courageous chiefs 
who reject the Bantu Authorities 
Act in all its forms.

“We appeal to the people to be 
vigilant and be on the guard for 
this scheme which attempts to im
pose further restrictions on them

CONGRESSES PLAN 
HUGE CONFERENCE

(Continued from page 1) I great difficulties in the way of send- 
, r individual factory or shop dele-

mines, flats, office workers, farms, j gates from other provinces to
Johannesburg for the Conference. 
For this reason, organisations have 
been asked to worlc for the holding 
of local or regional Conferences in 
all areas on the 15th and 16th Feb
ruary which individual shop or fac
tory delegates can attend.

JOHN MDLALO-STORY OF A 
WORKERS’ LEADER
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To All Subscribers
If you are having any diflB- 
culty in receiving your New 
Age regularly, please commu
nicate with our Cape Town 

ofiBcc immediately.

THE GREAT 
CRISIS AHEAD

By Moses Kotane
PRICE 6d. (Postage penny extra)

and

THE LAW 
A N D  Y O U
explaining your rights under 

the Law.
PRICE 1/-

N .B .: Stamps in lieu of money 
should be sent to our Johannes

burg office.
Obtainable at all New Age offices: 
Cape Town; P.O. Box 436. 
Johannesburg: P.O. Box 491. 
Durban: P.O. Box 700.
Port Elizabeth: 9 Court Chambers. 

129 Adderley Street.

“]VDIGX0THIWE n a m h - 
LANJE” “1 have been 

sacked today” were the words 
with which John Mdlalo, 
veteran trade imiion leader 
and staunch A.N.C. supporter, 
greeted me when he walked 
into the S.A.C.T.U. office re
cently. Mr. Mdlalo’s trade 
union experience goes back to 
1950, when he was employed 
as a labourer at Huletts Sugar 
Refinery, Durban.

There he led a demonstration 
in protest against the poor food 
given to the contract workers em
ployed in the refinery. Because 
of his militant leadership, not 
only the food, but the general 
conditions prevailing in the com
pounds, were improved. How
ever, Mdlalo was dismissed, and

pipyment in Durban, returned to 
his home in the Cape.

ORGANISED PRISONERS
From the beginning of 1951 to 

1952, he worked at Good Hope 
Textiles and threw himself heart 
and soul into organising the 
African textile workers. After 
working there for three months,

TREASON TRIAL 
SOUTH AFRICA’S

24 Page Picture 
Booklet on—

•  the background to the trial

•  the arrest of Congress 
leaders

•  Congress campaigns and 
policy

•  the 156 on trial

PRICE 2/6 EACH
Obtainable from any office of New 
Age (for addresses see foot of page)

Bulk orders (over one dozen)
21- per copy.

Published by Real Printing & Publishing Co. (PtyJ Ltd., 6 Barrack Street, Cape Town, 
and printed by Pioneer Press (PtyJ Ltd., Porgate Street, Woodstock, fills 
a member of the Audit Bureau of Circulation. New Age offloes:
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Cape Town: Room 20, 0 Barrack Street, Phone 2-8787.
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Melville Fletcher
he was elected onto the com
mittee of the African Textile 
Workers’ Industrial Union.

Towards the end of 1952, the 
African workers went on strike 
for higher wages, and it was 
Md'.'alo again who led them. For 
this, he was imprisoned along 
with 256 of his fellow workers.

But even in jail, he organised 
the prisoners, with the result that 
when they returned to work, they 
were more militant than before. 
The employers, seeing that jail 
had not “tamed” the workers, 
were eventually forced to grant 
them an increase of 5/- per week.

In January 1953, Mdlalo came 
to Port Elizabeth and worked, 
till today, at Langeberg Ko- 
Operasiet, where he successfully 
organised the workers, and be
came a committee member of the 
African Food & Canning Workers’ 
Union.

It was not long before he was 
again dismissed, but the workers 
protested, and he was re-instated. 
But this time his employers were 
rr^ore subtle. He was given a 
charge-hand’s job, a considerable 
increase in salary, and told to be 
a “good boy”

In spite of his “promotion” 
Mdlalo continued to organise and 
take up the complaints of the 
workers.

He was demoted to labourer.

NO PASSES
In February this year, the 

bosses, at the instigation of the 
Native Affairs Department, tried 
to force the African women em
ployees to take out passes. Mdla
lo again led them, and African as 
well as Coloured workers went on 
strike as a protest. The strike was 
a huge success and no more 
passes were issued to the African 
women.

Two weeks ago the manager 
fired Mdlalo for what he said 
was “inciting the workers and 
causing trouble.” The local com
mittee of the Food and Canning 
Workers’ Union is taking up the 
matter.

Roodepoort Idea Of 
Christmas Cheer

Teitsion is mounting in Roode
poort Location where the rents 
have shot-up overnight, as a sort 
of inverted Christmas gesture from 
the municipality.

The residents have been caught 
unawares by the Council’s decision. 

•Some of the people still do not 
know about the new drain on their 
pockets.

Although forewarned, even mem
bers of the local advisory board 
have been caught napping. They 
had expected an official announce
ment first.

According to a public notice at 
the entrance the Location Super- 
intendant’s office, standholders will 
pay 2/6d. extra plus a shilling for 
each lodger. The original rent is 
11/6d.

Introduction to the 20th Century 
Jazz  Wagon

Bloemfontein Ja zz  Parade presents to you a variety

DAY DREAR
CONCERT and JIVE

on the

4th January , 1958
at the

C O M M U N I T Y  H A L L
B L O E M F O N T E I N

this show will be the only one staged in the history of Bloemfontein
in aid of

TREASON TRIALS DEFENCE FUND (W.O.2092) 
the following troups will be cracking on the stage for old and young 
SHANTY TOW N CROONERS, SERENADES, B/BROTHER and SISTER, 

C O O L CO SICA N , AFRICAN PIPE PIPERS, MODERNAIRES

also De-Gny Sisters
Admission 4 /-

Doors open 7.30 p.m. Commence 8.0 p.m. -  Pay at Door

GREAT DIFFICULTIES
From these conferences, delegates 

to represent the whole region must 
be elected to go to Johannesburg 
on March 15 and 16.

Since the decision of the Johan
nesburg Conference will, it is ex
pected, be vitally important, it is of 
no less importance that arrange
ments be made to allow the dele
gates to Johannesburg to report 
back to those who sent them, and 
carry the message of the Conference 
to the people as a whole.

NOT FACTORIES ONLY
Congress organisations which are 

not organised in shop and factory 
units but in residential areas, have 
a vital part to play in this cam
paign. They should hold regular 
meetings in their areas to tell 
people about the Conference and to 
see that their factories send dele
gates to the Conference. (If meet
ings are not possible, a door to 
door canvass should be under- 
takwi). Congress branches must 
make plans.
9  to see that every member orga

nises a delegate from his place 
of work;

#  to see that those with contacts 
in the countryside gef in touch 
or visit rural areas and faims 
and urge them to attend the 
Conference;

#  to encourage other organisations 
—local organisations, trade 
union branches, etc., to take a 
hand in organising delegations 
from their places of work.

NO DELAY, RED TAPE
For purposes of this campaign, 

there are very few weeks left to go. 
The work must be done imme
diately—without delay! In order to 
cut down red tape and formality, 
organisations are asked to treat re
commendations from the £I-a-Day 
Committee as matters requiring im
mediate attention and action. Re
ports of progress and requests for 
material, explanations, etc., should 
be sent direct to the £l-a-Day Com
mittee so as to avoid delays.

Let us make the National 
Workers’ Conference greater than 
the C.O.P.!
Let us start off the New Year 

with a really tremendous Confer
ence, launched by a nation-wide 
campaign! Let us prepare immedi
ately for mass action by the people 
to back up Chief Lutnli’s election 
call!

Forward for a £l-a-Day!
Forward to Freedom!
Away with Apartheid!
THE NATS MUST GO!

OPTICIANS
Wolfson & De Wet, F.N.A.O. 
(Eng.), Qualified Sight-testing and 
Dispensing Opticians, 4 King 
George Street (between Bree and 
Plein Streets). Johannesburg. Please 

note Change of Address
Phone 22-3834 

20% Reduction to Africans

ARNOLD’S XMAS HAMPERS
If you have no use for the box 

in which your hamper was packed 
we will buy it from you for a 
sixpence.

When in town bring your box to 
the Office and collect a sixpence.
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