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^ Q C b O 'O '  101* Censorship.—(1) The State President may during operations in defence of the 
Republic or for the prevention or suppression of terrorism or for the prevention or sup
pression of internal disorder in the Republic by proclamation in the Gazette, or in such 
other manner as he deems expedient in the circumstances, establish and provide for the 
doing of all things necessary to enforce a censorship over all or any description of postal, 
telegraphic, telephonic or radio matter or communications passing within, into or from the 
Republic, and over all or any description of letters, written or printed matter, parcels, 
pictures, drawings, sketches, photographs or gramophone records (including any article, 
apparatus or device upon which or by means of which intelligence or sounds of any kind 
have been recorded and can be reproduced) addressed or intended to be delivered or con
veyed to any person, and prescribe the conditions under which the postal, telegraph, 
telephone or radio services may be used.

[Sub-i. (1) substituted by s. 7 o f  Act N o. 35 o f  1977.]

(2) The conditions so prescribed, and any regulations, orders or instructions relating 
to the establishment or enforcement of a censorship in terms of this section, shall override 
any provisions of any law or regulation relating to the management of the postal, telegraph, 
telephone or radio services of the Republic.

(3) Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with any regulation, order or 
instruction issued in terms of this section shall be guilty of an offence.

(4) In addition to the powers vested in him under any law, the Postmaster-General 
may delay the transmission of any telegraphic or radio communication which in his opinion 
improperly discloses or deals with information relating to defence, the publication of which 
is prohibited under section one hundred and eighteen, and may with the sanction of the 
Minister or a person acting under his authority refuse to transmit any such communication 
in whole or in part.

(5) No person shall be entitled to the refund of any charges paid in respect of any 
postal article, telegram, radio-telegram or telephone call which is detained, delayed, diverted 
or interrupted in pursuance of this section.

103. Emergency regulations.—(1) In time of war the State Fresiuent may, suoject to 
the provisions of sub-sections (3), (4) and (6), by proclamation in the Gazette make such 
regulations as appear to him to be necessary or expedient for providing for the defence of 
the Republic, the safety of the public, the maintenance of public order and the effective 
prosecution of such war, and for making adequate provision for dealing with circumstances 
which in his opinion have arisen or might arise as a result of such war.

[Sub-s. (1) amended by s. 21 ( a )  o f  Act N o. 77 o f 1963.]

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the powers conferred by this section—
(a) such regulations may provide for—
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118. Improper disclosure of information.—(1) No person shall publish in any news
paper. magazine, book or pamphlet or by radio or any other means—

(a) any information relating to the composition, movements or dispositions of—
(i) the South African Defence Force or any auxiliary or voluntary nursing 

service established under this Act. or any force of a country which is 
allied to the Republic: or

(ii) any South African or allied ships or aircraft used for navai or military 
purposes; or

(iii) any engines, rolling stock, vehicles, vessels or aircraft of any railway, 
road, inland water or sea transport system or air service over which an 
officer of the South African Defence Force has assumed control in terms 
of section 102 (1), or anything which has been supplied on requisition

—_____ _____  bv the Minister in terms of section 102 (2),_______________________



Ccov^V) or statement, comment or rumour falculated directly or indirectly to
convey such information, except where the information has been furnished 
or the publication thereof has been authorized by the Minister or under his

________ authority, or _____
(b) any statement comment or rumour relating to any member of the South 

African Defence Force or any activity of the South African Defence Force or 
any force of a foreign country, calculated to prejudice or embarrass the Gov
ernment in its foreign relations or to alarm or depress members of the public, 
except where publication thereof has been authorized by the Minister or under 
his authority.

[Sub-s. (1) substituted by s. 57 ( a )  o f  Act No. S5 of. 1967.]
(1A) No prosecution in respect of an offence under subsection (1) shall be instituted 

except on the written authority of the attorney-general having jurisdiction in the area con
cerned or of a member of his staff designated by him in writing.

[Sub-s. (1A) inserted by s. 57 (b ) o f  Act No. 85 o f 1967.]

(2) No person shall publish in any manner whatsoever any secret or confidential 
information relating to the defence of the Republic, or any information relating to any 
works proposed, undertaken or completed for or connected with the fortification or defence 
of the Republic except where the information has been furnished or the publication thereof 
has been authorized by the Minister or under his authority.

[Sub-s. (2) substituted by s. 57 (c) o f Act No. 85 ot 1967.]

(3) Any proprietor, printer, publisher or editor of any newspaper, magazine, book 
or pamphlet in which any such information as aforesaid is published, and any person 
responsible for the publication of such information by such or any other means, shall be 
guilty of an offence, and proceedings in respect thereof may be taken against all or any of 
such persons.

(4) Any person who discloses to any other person any secret or confidential infor
mation relating to the defence of the Republic which came to his knowledge by reason of 
his membership of the South African Defence Force or by reason of his employment in 
the public service of the Republic or in any other office, post, appomtment or capacity
under the Government or by reason o f  any contract relating to the defence of the Republic 
or any employment by a contractor under such a contract, or which was given to him in 
confidence by any person who was authorized or whose duty it was to give him such infor
mation, shall be guilty of an offence, unless such disclosure was authorized by the Minister 
or under his authority or by order of a competent court or it was the duty of such person 
in the interests of the State to disclose such information to such other person.

(5) In any proceedings in respect of a  contravention of sub-section (2) or (4), it 
shall be presumed, until the contrary is proved—

(a) that any information relating to the defence of the Republic is secret or confi
dential; and

(b) where the accused is proved to be or to have been a member of the South 
African Defence Force or to be or to have been employed in the public 
service of the Republic or in any other office, post, appointment or capacity 
under the Government, or to hold or to have held any contract relating to 
the defence of the Republic or to be or to have been employed by a contractor 
under such c* ccntrnct tiint tiie secret or confidential information cume to 
his knowledge by reason of such membership, employment or contract.

(6) For the purposes of this section any information relating to military equipment 
shall be deemed to be secret or confidential unless publication of such information has 
been authorized by the Minister or under his authority.

(7) Nothing in this section contained shall be construed as preventing any person 
from being prosecuted and punished under any other law relating to the unlawful disclosure 
of information.
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119. Prohibition on taking of photographs or making of sketches, etc., of military 
premises or installations.—(1) No person shall unless authorized thereto by the Minister 
or on his authority—

(а) take any photograph or make any sketch, plan, model or note of any military 
camp, barracks, dockyard, installation or other premises or any land or area 
of water used for military or defence purposes or which is under military 
control, or of any part thereof or any object therein; or

(б) have in his possession in or on such camp, barracks, dockyard, installation, 
premises, land or area any camera or other apparatus which may be used for 
the taking of photographs.

(2) Any photograph taken or sketch, pian. model or note made in contravention of 
subsection (1) (a), any camera or other apparatus in the, possession of any person in 
contravention of subsection 1 (b), and any film or negative used or prepared in connection 
with a photograph taken in contravention of subsection 1 (a), may be seized by any member 
of the South African Defence Force and may after investigation by and on the authority 
of the Chief of the South African Defence Force be declared by him to be confiscated to 
the State.

[S. 119 amended by s. 58 o f Act N o. 85 o f 1967 and substituted by s. 12 o f Act N o. 35
o f  1977.]

120. Obstructing South African Defence Force.—Any person who wilfully obstructs 
or interferes with any portion of the South African Defence Force or of any auxiliary ser
vice or voluntary nursing service established under this Act, or any member of any such 
Force or service, in the performance of any service or duty shall be guilty of an offence.

[S. 120 amended by s. 20 (6) o f  Act N o . 39 o f  1966.]

121. Prohibition of certain acts in connection with liability to render service.—Any
person who—

(a) agrees with or induces, or attempts to induce, any member of the South 
African Defence Force or any auxiliary service or voluntary nursing service 
established under this Act, to neglect or to act in conflict with his duty in 
that Force or service; or

(b) is a party to or aids or abets or incites to the commission of any act whereby 
any lawful order given to any member of that Force or service or any law 
or regulation with which it is the duty of any member of that Force or service 
to comply, may be evaded or infringed; or

(c)- uses any language or does any act or thing with intent to recommend to, 
encourage, aid, incite, instigate, suggest to or otherwise cause any other person 
or any category of persons or persons ia general to refuse or fail to render 
any service to which such other person ora person of such category or persons 
in general is or are liable or may become liable in terms of this Act,

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five thousand 
rand or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding six years or to both such fine and such 
imprisonment.

[S. i2 i  amended by s. 23 o f  Act N o. 77 o f  1963 and by s. 20 (c) o f  Act N o. 39 o f  1966 
and substituted by s. 10 o f  A ct N o. 83 o f  1974.]
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'SfeC'Tl'oN 27A. Prohibition of making of sketches or taking of photographs of certain persons 
and of publication thereof.—(1) Any person who, without the- written authority of the 
Commissioner—

(a) makes a sketch or takes a photograph of any person who is, with a view to 
criminal proceedings, detained in lawful custody or who is a fugitive after 
he has escaped from such custody; or

(b) in any manner publishes or causes to be published any sketch or photograph 
of any person referred to in paragraph (a),

before—
(i) the trial of the last-mentioned person, if he is the accused, or, if he is a witness, 

the trial of the accused concerned, in respect of the offence to which such 
person’s detention relates, has been commenced with; or

(ii) such person has been released from such custody in the case where he is 
neither the accused nor a witness,

shail, notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in any law, be guilty of an 
offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding five hundred rand or to imprisonment 
for a period not exceeding twelve months or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

(2) For the purposes of this section “photograph” includes any cinematograph 
film, any picture intended for exhibition through the medium of a mechanical device, and 
any film cassette, magnetic tape or video-plate.

[S. 27A inserted by s. 8 o f  Act No. 90 of 1977.]

27B. Prohibition of publication of certain untrue statements.—(1) Any person who 
publishes any untrue matter in relation to any action by the Force or any part of the Force, 
or any member of the Force in relation to the performance of his functions as such a 
member, without having reasonable grounds (the onus of proof of which shall rest on such 
person) for believing that that statement is true, shall be guilty of an offence and on con
viction liable to a fine not exceeding RIO 000 or to imprisonment for a period not exceeding 
five years or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

(2) No prosecution shall be instituted in respect of an offence referred to in sub
section (1) except upon the written authority of the attorney-general concerned.

[S. 27B inserted by s. 9 o f  Act No. 64 o f  1979.1

27C...............
[S. 27C inserted by s. 1 o f  Act No. 82 o f 1980 and repealed by s. 15 o f  Act No. 84 of

1982.]

44. Penalty for loitering in vicinity of prison, etc.—(1) Any person who—
W without the permission of the Commissioner enters upon or enters, or

* is upon or in. any land, building, premises or that portion of the sea or
the seashore forming part of a prison;

(ii) is found loitering within one hundred metres of any prison on or any 
other place where prisoners may be for the purpose of imprisonment or 
labour or within one hundred metres of any burial referred to in section 
35 (4) (b) and who fails to depart therefrom upon being ordered so to 
do by any member of the Prisons Service or of the South African Police 
Force;

[Para, ( a )  substituted by s. 10 o f  Act No. 104 o f 1983.]

(b) without lawful authority holds or attempts to hold any communication with 
any prisoner;

....  (c) wilfully rides, drives or leads any animal or vehicle through any group of
prisoners outside a prison; 

r „... (d), in any manner wilfully interferes with any prisoner or group of prisoners;
(e) without the authority in writing of the Commissioner—

(i) makes a sketch or takes a photograph of any prison, portion of a prison 
or any burial referred to in section 35 (4) (b);

. ... ... (ii), publishes or causes to be published in any manner whatsoever any sketch 
‘ or. photograph of any prison, portion of a prison or any burial referred 

to in section 35 (4) (6);
........  (iii) makes a sketch or takes a photograph of any prisoner or group of

prisoners unless it was made or taken—
at any court, or on any premises adjacent thereto and used in 

’ 1.. .  connection therewith, in which such prisoner or group of prisoners 
appeared as accused; and 

_____  (bb) at the time of such appearance;______________  _
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(iv) publishes or causes to be published iu any manner whatsoever any 
sketch or photograph of any prisoner or group of prisoners unless it is 
a sketch or photograph—
(aa) permitted to be made or taken in accordance with subparagraph 

. (iii); or
(bb) made or taken before the arrest of such prisoner or group of 

prisoners,
and published or caused to be published within 30 days after the date 
on which such prisoner or group of prisoners in respect of any offence 
were convicted or acquitted by any court;

(/), publishes or causes to be published in any manner whatsoever any false 
information concerning the behaviour or experience in prison of any prisoner 
or ex-prisoner or concerning the administration of any prison, knowing the 
same to be false, or without taking reasonable steps to verify such information 
(the onus of proving that reasonable steps were taken to verify such informa
tion being upon the accused');

(g) without the authority in writing of the Commissioner—
(i) publishes or causes to be published in any manner whatsoever any writing, 

statement, life story or biographical sketch, or any portion thereof, of a 
prisoner concerning the offence as a result of which he became a prisoner, 
unless the writing,.statement, life story or biographical sketch in question 
or the relevant portion thereof, as the case may be, was admitted in 
evidence at the trial of that prisoner;

(ii) at any time received or gave any remuneration or benefit whatsoever in 
respect of the disclosure or publication of any writing, statement, life 
story or biographical sketch, or any portion thereof, referred to in 
subparagraph (i),

shall be guilty of an offence and liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding 
two thousand rand or, in default of payment, to imprisonment for a period 
not exceeding two years or to such imprisonment without the option of a 
fine or to both such fine and such imprisonment.

. (2) The court convicting any person of an offence under—
(a) subsection (1) (e) (i) or (iii) may, if it thinks fit, declare the sketches or photo

graphs in question and the negatives from which such photographs were 
taken to be forfeited to the State;
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