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/~\N E  ot the f attaches ahat dies hard in South Africa today 
is that whicti thinks ot •apartheid’ as an abstract and 

airy theory which cannot possibly w o rk . It is easv enough 
for the European to believe this tor, except indirect!}, he 
is not immediately affected. He can still, though with 
more difficulty, obtain labour in his home and in his factory, 
in his shop and in his*garage. And it he is a tanner 
he can probably think with satisfaction o f a policy »vhich 
aims at driving labour at^av from  the urban areas.

To tl)e non-European, however', and particularly to 
the African, 1 apartheid’ ll)as liegun to work with immense 
power thnmgh the various legislative enactments o f flu: 
past tew years. It is altering the whole pa'tern o f his life 
bv creating a sense of paralysing insecurity and tension ; 
it is based, amongst othe^principles. on that o f  the absolute 
impermanence ot his tt&an life . In the words of the 
Minister ot Native Affairs : “ There is no place for him 
in the European commSnity above the level o f certain 
l"prms of labour." \

Noyv, clearly, il ‘ \tpartfu id " is to be made permanent; if 
• white supremacy" is t r^ n d u re  in South Africa forever; 
if the Alrican is to remain always yvithin his ow n cultural 
and social >ui'//ru, it is A sential that he should not share 
In the traditions o f w e s tm  culture. 1 hat would “ create a 
class (a*».tin in the wordsjpt Dr. Verwoerd) of educated and 
scmi-edui ated persons vtfAhout the corresponding socio- 
eronom k development h should accom pany it. This 
is the class which has^learnt to believe that it is above 
its 'own people and tr-efs that its spiritual, economic and 
political home is amojag'S))^' civilised community o f South 
Africa, ie. thef-iy-<>g*.ai& ”  1 he Bantu Education Act. 
is an atum p£Mp fn*seeuft ikiu the African people shall never 
make its hom'*%:'amon*j •jfjW civilised community ol South
A frica .”  ft i» do g .g m | to  perpetuate ‘ apartheid’ and
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^ O n ^ > f  th<- chief objvets <-t ;he Education Act is
to secure uniformity oi control, over schools presently 
existing in the Union. As the vast m ajority-o f schools 
have in fact been built and superintended, by the missionary 
sinrieties this involves taking control o f all mission schools. 
Circular No 242/30 1 of.August 2nd «9 f4  states bow this is 
to be done. In effect it mysenw.the missions with a simple 
choice, and gives them m e months (unyl December 3 1s t . 
1954) in which to make up their minds, f They can either 
accept complete government- control nria  tu t o f 
their existing subsidies. If they a c c e p t ^ e  latter “ th^y 
will be informed that this can only i c  a provisional 
arrangem ent which may be terminated when the Depart
ment is convinced that the, transfer o f  control to the 
Bantu community is desirable or should be begun.”  
Teacher-training colleges have no choi<£ at all. They 
must cither submit to complete Government control, or go 
out ol existence as teacher-trair,iug colleges*

N ow  it is < ertain that mn>t missionary bodies will be 
unable to face the vast reduction in su^idy Involved in
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habited hv the m asttr-race. It is becauv' wo cannotaccept 
•such principles that w c are closing St. Peter's School, 
Uosettenville.

It has been a decision made in anguish and onl\ after the 
most careful thought and prayer. For it means the* end o f 
forty years o f labour and demotion, and it means the 
break-up ol a tradition o f  which we are unashamedlv 
proud. Yet we believe that it is not unlv the tight 
decision but the nv>st convincing prool we ran give ol our 
opposition to Government |K>lic\. We have made it 
because we are enttrelv convinced that this p o l io ,  en
shrined in the Bantu [duration A it , is contrary tn all 
C hristian principles in that ii desires to pre\ent the lull and 
Iree development ol human personality. Am educational 
plan based on the conception that one race i> and must 
always remain inferior to another is abhorrent to us. We 
would sooner die with honour than exist through the Nears 
with so heavy a burden on our const ionce.

What then ol the future ? Is there a future ;
“ I tell you nought lo r vour com fort.
Yea. nought for vour desire,C* f
Save that the skv grows darker vet
And the sea rises higher.t'

This is not pessimism. It I* realism. the day will ol 
course come when, once more, the spirit and ideals ol 
St. Peter’s can come into their ow n. Bui the time is not 
vet. We can o i i I n hope and pray that lor t h e  s a k e  ot 
South Africa and ol the generati-m* ot A liii an,* set unborn, 
it mav not lw too Ion" ctelaved.
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