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ST. JAMES-S CHURCH
197 PICCADILLY
LONDON WIV 9LF

01 734 451 1
personal :01 -439 8498

Mrs.Hilda Bernstein,

Old House Farm,

Dorstone,

Herefordshire HR3 6BL. October 27, 1992

My dear Hilda,

Many thanks for the change of address and the excellent pen
portrait of you and Rusty. I enclose one of myself in revenge!

I am so glad you will be nearer London and particularly Oxford.
I am going there to-day to give a talk at one of the colleges

and this seems to happen at least once or twice a year, so |
shall make sure | come to see you both when the winter is over

Love,

Jvoocr 07—
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November 19 1992 57 Lock Crescent

Kidlington
Oxon 0X5 1HF
UK

Dear Radi and JN

(Rhadi? Rady? Rhadie? or Radhi?) You may think hard thoughts about us for not
having communicated with you once we returned to Britain. Then usual excuses -
how one gets caught up in routines and pressures. But actually 1 had not made
a note of your address, and living far away from London, 1 kept asking people
but no one seemed to know*. It was only when I wrote to Rica recently and
asked her to send it, that I knew I could write to you.

First, ve have moved. Just two weeks ago. We had been wanting for a long time

to raove from our place in the country, where it was very beautiful and very
isolated from everything, but it was almost impossible to Beil houses in our
period of slump. And we did not have enough money to move back to London.
However, we were fortunate, we managed to sell our house, and we have bought a
house in Oxford, which is only an hour 3 journey from London, and being a
University city it has all the things which we have missed for so long -
lectures, music, HxtottfHx exhibitions - culture! The house we have moved into

is not very atrractive, a tupical British semi-detached, v/ith small rooms, a
minute kitchen. But we bought it because at the back the garden opens out into

a pleasant area with trees, ana there is a canal at the bottom of our garden.
Coming from the country we would have found it very difficult to live in the
usual crowded streets. And Rusty has plans to knock down a few wails and build
on a conservattory so that we will have more 3pace and light. 1 don"t know what
your plans are regarding travel (hey - how about India next year? Are you going?
Can we come too?) But if you are planning to visit Britain, then you must surely
come to us, for we have arranged space for visitors.

When we returned from SA | found 1 had more work to do on my book. The publishers
decided it was too long, and this involved cutting out majiy interviews, and

that in turn meant re-arranging the sections. So instead of publication in
January 93, it will not be out until about May. At last, however, 1 am completely
free of it, and hope soon to return to drawing and painting.

Although many ANC people urged us to return, Rusty is not prepared to go back
unless he has something definite to work on, and despite many promises of letting
him know, etc, all we had was a letter just last month saying Walter wanted R to
return to work on ftopusing, but at present, they are short of funds. So fl

just puts it out of his mind, feels he is getting too old to mess about.

0f course we still are obsessed with SA and the news from there, read every bit,
talk about it, and it will always be so, however many years we spend away.

We were both happy to see you well and at least living decently even though in
a middle-class Indian ghetto. You were so hospitable to us, the flavour of our
visit to Durban remains with me to this day. There 1is something wonderful to me
about a friendship that has spanned so many years, so much separation, such
divergence of lives, but remains strong. | hope it will not be too long before
we have the chance to meet again.

I am posting you a copy of my book The World That Was Ours because | could not
remember if you had read it or not. Our daughter Toni has been in Mozambique

for the past two months making a film there, but her reports are rather depressing.
We followed the American elections with great interest and delight in Bush3
defeat. 1 really believe that Clinton can change the whole atmosphere - has done
so already, even if he gets caught up in power structures and doesn"t carry out
all he hoped. The situation here is dire, this government is consistently

corrupt, dishonest, sleazy, disgraceful, and everyone knows it, and it doesnt

make the slightest bit of difference - they just carry on. Economically things

are a great mess - aren"t they everywhere? Sometimes the world gets too terrible



Mrs and Mr Singh

23 Elwack Road
Reservoir Hills
4091 Durban

South Africa

H. Eernstein
57 Lock Crescent
Kidlington

Oxon 0X5 1HF

to bear looking at, and one wants to turn away. The only thing to do is to
work at cultivating one"s own particular patch, whatever it happens to
be.

Our love to you both, and we hope you are well
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15 February 1994

Dear Sarah

I am really sick of having my own pictures hanging all over
the house (but what do you do with stuff that"s been framed but
you haven"t sold?).

I can only afford to buy one of your prints because you under-
value your work. But perhaps when you are better established,

I will refuse to part with it to some eager collector for ten

times what | paid.

Rusty left for South Africa last night to work with the ANC in

the run-up to the elections. 1 am staying on for a month, as my book,
The Rift (Jonathan Cape) has just come out, and I'm doing some
interviews and such like. 1 will go next month. 1 hope you and
Sylvester will buy and read - it"s my baby, and it was the longest
labour I ever endured.

Good wishes
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Friday 6 January 1995

O T 7# \P/™ 1%
Dear Shawn, Gillian and Robyn

So in the end "they" did not get him as we had all feared for so many
years. And | suppose many of those who would have planned his assassination
will now be paying tribute to him.

For myself, the grief | feel is in two parts that are inextricably

woven together. The first was the personal friendship that goes back

so far, from the time before Ruth and Joe were married. That arose from
the second part, our shared beliefs, and together they formed our shared
lives. We were a limited circle of radical whites who were constantly
together; but within that circle, while all were our associates, only
some were our friends. | always warmed to Joe, who never allowed the
conformities of the Communist Party to narrow his enjoyment of living, of
material pleasures. It took me longer to become close to Ruth, but in
her 1 eventually found a deeper and stronger bond, both personally and
politically.

This did not, does not, shadow my immense admiration and respect for

what Joe has achieved in the three extraordinary phases of the "struggle.l
He became central to the most militant thrust against apartheid during

all those endless years of exile and isolation from Sopth Africa, his
practical role always bouyed by an optimistic conviction of the certainty
of ultimate success. | have a sharp memory of 1968 when the invasion of
Czechoslovakia was, for me, the last straw and 1 resigned from the Party.
Joe took me to lunch to persuade me why I could not resign: “You are
opting out of Qur struggle.” That to him was the essential point.

Others will now pay lavish tribute to his role during the second phase,
the period of negotiations. 1 have already heard on the radio the usual
back-handed compliment of how this hard-line communist became such a
flexible negotiator. Well, it could not surprise anyone who knew him; he
was only hard-line in his belief of the ultimate need to change the
structure of society; he was always an idealist who never lost his sense
of realism. To his belief in the necessity and possibility of bringing
about that change he brought a very deep intelligence asnd flexible mind,
sharpened by his legal training and by so many years of planning - all
those meetings! - and then of putting into practice; knowing success and
failure. How could he not be flexible?

And finally the third phase, when he was racing against time, determined
to lay the basis for a housing programme (houses, jobs and education beigg
the ultimate test of failure or success) on which others could build. We
were not the only ones to watch from afar this incredible effort to lay

a foundation for the peopl”of the new South Africa.

It was all at great cost, as you yourselves know. Today I cannot dwell on
all my own personal disagreements and criticisms. | see him, with people
like Mac and Oliver, a select few, one of the kingpins in an epic story.
And 1 am happy that at least he survived to see the ebeginnings take shape
of that for which he worked so aduously.

With my love



The Garden Flat
65 Church Road
Richmond, Surrey
TW10 6LX

8 December 1995

Dearest Hilda,

Thank you for the affidavit and your letter. 1 am only now getting all the documents together for
my substitute birth certificate. | very much hope that I'll succeed. Otherwise | might really ask
myself: how do | know that I am who I am.

| do not have much to tell you at the moment. Just a remark about writing methods: 1 feel that
your way ofgoing about it is closer to me. | fear that if I tried to work things out beforehand |
would never get started. Also, | do not know which are the important things and what is the
"dross". Seemingly random events can lead to essential results like when picking mushrooms you
might by mistake include the poisonous one that looks so much like the real thing Or if I had
stepped on to the road just one second earlier when that enormous lorry came crashing by. But
this leads us into the realm of philosophy...

Larina's memoirs will be the next book on my reading list, if | can get it from our library. 1do
have a whole collection of Russian books on the Stalin era. My own experience in the Soviet
Union and the GDR and all the books | have read and the latest developments in the world have
led me to understand that the experiment that started with the October putsch of 1917 (the
Russian revolution took place in February 1917) hade brought about the opposite of the ideals
that originally inspired the Communist movement. This is one of the paradoxes of history. It is
tragic for those people who were caught up in i?(in a small way my parents belong to that 'lost
generation’). And the experience of "socialism" did paralyse me, stop me from getting involved
in "good causes". A lot of people here in the West were not ready for the truth about "real
existing socialism". 1remember the impatience of my Dad when I tried to talk things over with
him, or the condescension ofJoe S. The selfrightiousness of the comrades, who thought they
were the guardians of the 'Truth' and who viewed everyone who questioned their beliefs as an
enemy made it impossible for me to belong to them But 1also could not find a home with other
people. The influence of my parents on me, the love they gave me together with their illfated
ideals, made it impossible for me to turn to other sets of ideas and values. So | closed up and shut
up and my life was frittered away.

Sorry, Hilda, to be boring you with my sad tales. | feel in a mood for confessions.

So long, hope to see you soon.



The Garden Flat
65 Church Road
Richmond, Surrey
TW10 6LX

Tel: 081 -948 0871

1 December 1995

Dear Hilda,

It was nice talking to you on the phone. | am sorry that | have not been in touch earlier, but |
hope that you did receive the postcard | sent you after I visited you way back in March. In the
meantime | went to Germany twice. In May | visited Wuppertal where my mother was born.
Strangely my mother never spoke of that place to me, nor of her father and brothers. | got to
know of their existence only after my mother's death when Gotti gave me her personal papers.

Wuppertal was heavily bombed during World War I1, but some lovely houses, whole streets,
remain. The place where llse was born does not exist anymore, but the house of her last address
in her native city still stands. Wuppertal was one of the first German towns to experience the
Industrial Revolution in the late 19th century. There were lots of textile mills and the living
conditions of the working population were horrendous. The family of Friedrich Engels owned
factories there, the house were Engels was bom still stands and now houses a very good
exhibition about the beginnings of the working class movement there. All of this made it easier
for me to understand my mother's obsession with the "working class" and their struggle for
justice. She herselfcame from a poor working class background. Her father and older brothers
were active in the trade union movement and belonged to the Social Democrats. But my mother
joined the Young Communist League. That was in 1930 when she was 18. It must have led to
estrangement from her family, for the harmful split between social democrats and communists,
(fuelled by Moscow"s policies) led to enmity within families and within the working class
movement... | found no traces of Use's family. | went to the big old city cemeteries, looked
through the old registers, but to no avail. Did they all get killed in the war? My mother's mother
had left the family when my mother was still a little girl. Most likely she ran off with another man.
But what happened to llse's father and her brothers? 1 do not think I shall ever know.

In November, as | mentioned to you on the phone, | went back to Berlin to see old friends, to go
to the places where I lived as a child. Can you believe that we moved house 5 times in Berlin
during the twenty two years my mother lived in East Germany ! She was unhappy and restless.
When | was fourteen | went to boarding school in the mountains of Thuringia. | had lost touch
with all my schoolmates, but I managed to find a couple of them and 1 visited them now. They
are all happy about the changes that have taken place although they complain about the way in
which the West incorporated them. But they have got work, they can express their views openly,
they can read what they want, they can travel.



But Hilda, I am chatting too much. Let me give you the details you need to know to fill in the
form for the Affidavit.

Relationship: close friend of the applicant's deceased mother

Applicant: born on 25 January 1944 in Johannesburg (I do not know where there)
Father: Dr. YussufMohammed Dadoo (born 5.9.1909 in Krugersdorp)

Mother: Use Ida Clara Dadoo (born 25.1.1912 in Wuppertal, Germany)

You might invent a convincing reason why you remember the event well. (What did you do on
the 25th of January 1944? Now that would be interesting to know!)

You might be interested to know what happened to my idea about writing a book Well, it is not
easy. 1realised that | would have to write in German. | can not express thoughts and feelings
adequately in English. My subconscious functions in the language of my childhood. | have not
started in any serious way because | am not clear yet about the structure. Some of my friends
say | should start anywhere and let the flow of (sub)consciousness take me where ever it goes.
Others maintain that one needs a general outline, even provisional chapter headings, to discipline
the mind One needs to be clear about the main ideas one wants to put across. What do you
think?

So long Hilda, keep well! Many thanks for your help with the affidavit.



IFibruary 1999

Dear Lesley

When your letter arrived for Rusty 1 felt a pang of guilt, because 1
too did promise to write to you about Ivan. It was not that | had
forgotten, but rather that 1 could not really think of anything other
than generalisations of his character; so kept putting it off.

One problem is that | have - have always had - a non-functioning memory.

I hasten to say this is not a product of old age; yes, the short-term
memory gets rather bad. But my long-termmmemory has always been non-
existent. | can remember incidents that resonate because of some special
emotional reason; and things that have been repeated in conversation, so
that | am remembering what has been remembered. But the continuity of my
life has never existed in my mind. For this reason, when we came to England,
I began keeping a diary, simply as a record of what I did; because 1

sat back and thought - we were so busy all those years, but what were

we doing? Lots of meetings, yes, but what about? Now 1 have several boxes
of a dairy that records visits, holidays, friends, weather ( never stop
moaning or alternatively delighting in the weather, and every Spring my
diary has the same eulogies to English Springtime.) But useless now, for
I never intend to use them to write anything at all.

So what can 1 find in these disappearing neurons in my head about my
relationship with Ivan? In <The World That Was Oursl I do record the
conversation with him when | said "You are going to be arrested” and he
insisted that he could not leave - and then 1 felt our relationship had
changed, as we were thinking of going and he must have realised thatXflje
DXVHK3pcazxaka=xKtHgHyxRVHEyXhtEXKgxKtBBA=txHj ix"ax==xi And in my book about
exiles "The Rift", there is an interview with Joyce Moodley - “little
Joyce™, where she says the happiest time of her life was when she worked
with lvan, who called her "Cocky." She really loved him.

I suppose we all did, for he wasasomeone who genuinely, withoiut
sentimentality (but with sentiment) cared about people. We were an
incestuous lot, us “Party” people, constantly meeting together, dining
together and going on holiday together. But among out limited crowd

there were people one tolerated, because you had to work with them (Harmel);
and people for whom you developed a true friendship. And in the last
year, lIvan and 1 worked so closely, deluding ourselves into thinking that
we could put together something from thesscattered remants of our
organisation, knowing it was impossible for us to do nothing, even if we
were not really doing something. I trusted him so implicityly because

he had unsullied integrity (Rusty has too - much more than I). And
because there was nothing pious about him; he did not conceal his anger
or control his langgage. Yvonne Lewitton once told me that lvan would
never harm anyone because he could express, not bottle up, his rage
against the world. It"s always the quiet ones who never hurt a fly who
stab their neighbour to death.

I suppose for generalisations about his goodness, his care and understanding
for others, you have had reports from his jail comrades, who all said that
Ivan was the outstanding one among them. He was not a political theorist
like Harmel. He was like me in his poltiical theory - he saw gross injustice
and he wanted to change the world, find in his own unique way, he at least
made a positive contribution to that change.
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ShuterXrShooter

&%MBkIEMAEE !RTY) LTD

Our Ref./Ons verw.
Your RefAlJ verw.

4 October 2004

Mrs. Hilda Bernstein
Apartment 503, Horizons
Three Anchor Bay Road
THREE ANCHOR BAY
8005

Cape Town

Dear Mrs. Bernstein

21C Cascades Crescent. Cascades 3202
P O BOX 13016 CASCADES 3202
SOUTH AFRICA

TELEPHONE (033) 347 6100

FAX (033) 347 6120/30

WEBSITE: http://www.shuter.co.za

Tnank you for your recent telephone call and for your letter thanking me for sending
you a copy of our Yellow Reader: "Women in South African History'.

It is my pleasure to send you a further six complimentary copies for distribution to

your family and friends.
Wishing you peace and good health in the years ahead.

Yours sincerely

DAVE RYDER
PUBLISHING DIRECTOR

Directors: D F Ryder (Managing). J S Craib. Prof. P R S Maphike, Bishop N F Mbhele
Mrs. L G Ndaba. Prof. D B Z Ntuli. T R Wela. Mrs. P B Chetty


http://www.shuter.co.za

Shuter*rShooter

21C Cascades Crescent. Cascades 3202
P O BOX 13016 CASCADES 3202

Pg% IEHT&R F'TV) LTD SOUTH AFRICA
®,R8N VAT Nj,lﬂfillﬂilé TELEPHONE (033) 347 6100

FAX (033) 347 6120/30

WEBSITE: http:///www.shuter.co.za

Our Ref./Ons verw.
Your RefAl venv.

10 September 2004

Mrs. Hilda Bernstein
Apartment 503, Horizons
Three Anchor Bay Road
THREE ANCHOR BAY
8005

Cape Town

Dear Mrs. Bernstein

Thank you for permitting us to use material about yourself in one of our Yellow
Readers which forms part of our Jumbo Reader Series.

We have prepared these Readers for use by learners in our schools who speak and
read English as a second language. We feel sure that our young students will have
greater understanding about and empathy for the endurance and strength of our
women once they have read "Women In South African History"; and that their
respect for all women will grow in the years ahead.

A copy of our Reader is sent to you together with our best wishes.

Yours sincerely

DAVE RYDEI¥
PUBLISHING DIRECTOR

Directors: D F Ryder (Managing), J S Craib, Prof. P R S Maphike, Bishop N F Mbhele
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12 Greenholme Farm, Leather Bank, Burley in Wharfedale, West Yorkshire
LS29 7HP, UK. Tel/Fax: 01943 865 675. e-mail: agshaper@wentworth.u~net.com
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How does one write one’s first circular letter and avoid all the terrible pitfalls that are so easily
parodied in the pre-Xmas columns ofthe newspapers? lam not sure, butthe justification for this one is
that after 32 years in Mill Hill, we moved to a small village in West Yorkshire. Our son Nick has been
based in the Bradford Royal Infirmary since 2000 and his wife Sarah isa GP in a nearby rural village.
Their enthusiastic encouragement and the presence ofthe three grandchildren (8,2 *and 6 months) did
the trick, and as a clincher, they promised that when we could no longer remember our names, they
would tell us! The house is partofan old farm complex, a remodelled bam, with stone walls and a
modern interior with less overall space than in Mill Hill, but surrounded by grazing fields (cattle and
sheep) and with the River W harfe, a weir and stepping stones about 100 yards away. lkley is 3 miles
away, Harrogate and Leeds about 20-30 minutes on the local train and York and Kendal about 1 hour.
There are about a dozen families in this part of Burley near the river which is separated from the ‘real’
village (it still has a Co-op) by the A65/A660 road and the 'natives’ are very friendly. Yorkshire is a
huge county with more places to visitthan we shall ever get around to, more walks than we will ever
attempt, myriads of pubs and restaurants, a very good library in Ilkley , excellent theatre in Leeds and

Bradford and all the other facilities that one needs and wants as one grows a shade older.

Do we miss London? We miss the easy access to friends of long-standing, butthe hassle of getting
into London for exhibitions and theatre was beginning to pall and 4-hour longjourneys to Yorkshire
were becoming tiring. We had to getrid of 2-3000 books as we could not house them and we deeply
miss the home-library that gave us immediate access to anything and everything, ifonly one
remembered where to look! We are still sorting out pictures and carpets buta double garage does
wonders for giving a false sense oforder.

We would love to hear from you and for those with the ability and enthusiasm for travel, we hope to
see you in this partofthe world.

W ith seasonal greetings,
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