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S E L E C T I V E  

C O N S C I E N T I O U S  

O B J E C T I O N  -

T H __N Q N  -  C Q iyr i=j a  rp _A
N C Y  O P T  I  o N

and

o t e : . o O o .

"We must obey God rather than men"

Peter, Apostle

be ;aadens ^ L ^ i e n t yto0o n l ^ nr e l i? io u r Untr^ should notuue s r e l i g i o u s  c o n v ic t io n s ' '

—-g- B othg.. M in is t e r  o f  D efence!

on?y 8L! thT°  m .  o v er  u s , but  s u b ie c t
l e t  us  n o t  pa y t he  l i a s t  M g ^ S T t o 3i | ? y t l l i n * • w W H t a

Joka_ C e lv in . Reformer  

"The c l e r i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  mu s t  obey t h e  s e c u l a r  a u t h o r i t y . .

L ou is  l e  > s n ? 0

ihe church honours tbe ^ta^p aim  
up to h e r  e x p e c t a t io n s -? f h f  t h a ^  a™ ?" P  does not c™ e  
the  s t a t e .  B y  r e n d e r in g  t.n the  • » « «  against

I  e i h g  more o b e d ie n t  to  him  than  H  b e l o n g s  to him  SH d by~ 

h er  i n t e r c e s s i o n ,  ooens the w av  ’ the e h u r c h , in

o f  r e s t o r i n g  the  ! s t a t e d £ ! * >  H ^ r o T ^ 8 1 ^ 1^

K a r l  B a r t h .  T h e o l o g ia n



In this paper I shall try to explain my reasons for being a / 
selective conscientious objector of the type who refuses to 
enter the military at all, i .e . who does not accept the position 
of a non-combatant but who goes the further step of refusing 
to obey his call-up.

I define selective conscientious objection as the refusal to 
participate in a particular war while making no assertion 
about war in general. I shall assume that the reader is 
familiar with the reasons for selective conscientious objection - 
that he has understood the arguments about the moral indefensi
bility of apartheid. He has satisfied himself, perhaps by 
using some variant of the ,?just war argument” , that participation 
in the present war would be unacceptable to him. perhaps he 
has formulated an argument along the lines of my previous work, 
Why I am a Selective Conscientious Objector (December 1978).

The question then faces him: Having decided to be a selective 
conscientious objector, does he obey his military call-up 
by joining the medical corps, or does he refuse outright to 
obey the call-up? In other words, does he become a non- 
combatant or a disobedient?

THE RATIONALE FOR THE NON-COMB.ATMCY OPTION

Pour reasons are usually given to justify the action of a 
non-combatant. In the first place, he recognizes that 
it i s illegal to disobey a military call-up. His friends 
and family may consider such disobedience vs  a type of treason; 
indeed, they may ^uote Romans 13:1-7 ("The powers that exist 
are ordained by G o d ..."  etc) end insist that disobedience to 
the authorities is disobedience to God. He notes furthermore 
that the authorities have made adequate provision for those 
who feel bound in conscience to be non-combatants. He can 
be a ’medic’ with the full support of the authorities, and, 
because such n task is just as dangerous as that of an infantry 
troop, he is spared the feeling of disloyalty - he is not ''lotting 
the side down". He is ploying his part.

Second, he notes that as a non-combatant ho will not bo making 
a direct contribution to the war effort. Ho is at one remove 
from the actual fighting. In fact he is helping people v/ho 
have been iniured in the fighting, and these people may be 
either members of the South African Defence Force, or guerillas, 
or innocent people caught in cross-fire. Further, he is not 
in a line position, he is not taking decisions *-bout how the 
fighting is to be conducted, and he is therefore not responsible 
for whrt happens.

Tiiird, he is aware of the enormous price of disobedience. The 
psychological strain of prison or detention barracks; the stigma 
--tt aching to being a criminal; the ostracism by friends, and 
perhaps even family; the lost time and money; the possible 
loss of job opportunities (e.?s. he could not'become a schoolteacher 
"fter a long prison sentence); all of these fcctors loom lsrge



in his mind and make him wonder whether he would hove the moral 
strength to be n civil disobedient.

Finally other_ »-reas of witness hove been brought to his attention

L.-Lmioe une military operation TTn-r* i n <-.+̂  ~ ^
take the recent (January 1979) nt h * ° Uld

i T h U lo S i 5nf ? >J#V t - , UrSe T *  itS
h i ,  £ CS 2  s5?e

His conclusion is that unless there is a convincing ease fnr* 

n on -com b atcn tf6 ’ *“  U  p r e P=rea  t0  “ t e r  th e  m i l i t a r y  - s  r

Assessment

Most im nQ?f!nf CPe WG t0 make of the non-combatant's stand?- 
i.xOst important, m  my opinion, is that we recognize M s  -in-

i T i s 7 £ j *  ^  r u M  bfc ° ° a ’£ for h l “
will be. given to us to dictate what God's calling

T̂ -.. R-ATION.ALS FOR THE DISOBEDIENCE OPTION

I now try to show that there is *lso - conviacine prtsr
for the objector who refuses to obev his call-up- and Ihv 'ft  i«

t h “ Sto r hc ° rd ^ o v ,Pfl? t0 ? t0  ? ooept ilM. s i n c e r r S ' o n a  r ! S ^ L c 1Sn-t uo be ■- disobedient could be God’s calling for him.

The, possibility of disobedience as c form of witnr,^

Truth and justice are amon.0- thr- ptv-*■+£•.«+• -̂p + h j. 
in the Bible. Sometimes the claims'
vrtth ttu, w i l l  o f  th e  group , rmi La t ’i°t  - t !  ,  ° ‘  c o n f l i c t

M ° t h e C? i ™  P “ R c s i s t M o c f
of the ChristiM?0 ° f t:ruth =na a ^ t io o , mr.y be the right end duty

o b e d i e n c e ' ? *  “ « r i t ^ e ^ p^ t e  w i t h  e s p i e s  o f  d i s -  
b ec~ u se  He w-e  - b e a u t i f u l  c h i l d  ?ad "they  were n o ? 1 " ^ ? !  S?“ t h *  
k U l e l  Sr " - wf l c b ,wr ?  t0 h ' Ye r11 Hebrew c h i l d r e n  o f t h V ? 4  
s t r u c t i o n  t o T o J s S p  S  ^  “ n g ' ,  i n

the w r t t r‘ ^ i5 § 4 0o b ^ V" J a * ^ ? tio?? t0 ^°P°F^er-ching^°withmast obe;v ^od r-tner than men". Mark records how



Jesus cisoDeys the lows resardini? t'-,r q̂ >,>,r4.L, v .

o f  w * o t .  J osu s  b reaks th e  o?  “ S g S f r l c w ?

lo n g ^ r o l l  o f ” ‘ r t m s  fr o E St h i " l D6? ? ' ^ l y hP': 0 l f i S t -  The1'0 l s  0 
Romm l e g i o n s „ T?e E m e r o r  rot\isz& t o  . jo in  t h e
s e r v i c e  o f  t h o s e  d ^ r  vjrc t h e  i ' f  L  v/r£ Pr r t  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y
b a t  i t  v,~s n o t  t h e  o n lv  one “ > L C° 7 £ V ? ? SOn f o r  t h e i r  r e f u s a l ,  
s im p ly  sh o u ld  n o t  k i l l .  oAe t „ w ? } R e l i e v e d  th r - t  t h e y
"I  Crnn0t be " SOldi- ’ I cannot do evil

N i^?y- Fivr?hL1e r ? o ° L i Uc h S c r L io? o? * - £ h  L u t h e r  n ' i l e d  M s
which drew public and e cclesi^t  i 2?? wittenburg Castle,
Later on he is s a id to h ? v e  s j f J e d h  °t?bntl?n immediotely!
J^od, I cannot give it to Cees^r” wT conscience I have from 
the papal ruthorities rre enough *to ^ polemics against Eck end 
questioning submission to ? E 5 n• COOTincc rnyone that im

permanent ^ t r it u d fo r e U h e r 't S e  C h ? i ^ rS C°n nGVer be ^  
contrary may often be true as" in T n th ^?11 2^ th° Churci:i- The 
publishing the glaring 6rror< nf th I, S lne G3CCinPl6 of 
Who knows how lSng medire?a^on^r^ J • GUtil0rities of his time, 
he not acted so? acair-eval corruption would have persisted had

i  n . "fc f  i n e  C h r i s t  i n n  I ’^ r t  i n  t n +  H nr»  y  •
f r o n t  o f  t h e  c i v i l  r i - h t s  m o v r m - n ?  W Q S c l v / c 3 re  i n  t h e  f o r e -

known photo^reph has King and his friaJS? U£-J?d St"tes. A well- 
rnd praying on a tarred ro-d while ? }bles ln band, kneeling
their tracks before them * rmed policemen stoc dead in

t h e \ l « f r e g S t v , ? t f i “ 0\ 1^ / “ L ^ ? r l0 h  r e s i s t e d
h e lp e d  fo rm  t h e  " C o n f e s s i n g  Chlrth"' ot^thnl10^ 11^ ’ Tiloy even 
th «  s o - c » l l o d  “German C h r i s t i a n * " '  ° re - fused  t o  j o i n
N az i  J T u h re rp r in z ip  0r  l e - d e r ^ ? ;  — , ^ ' F ? hm a  who h o ld  t o  t h e  
was m ar t  3/ r e d . He once w r o te  t h r - t t o ^ ° t e r  Bonk o e f f e r  
s u p e r i o r s  t h e  supreme p r i n c i p l e *  in  t h »  * ° ? e S ,,dut y "  t o  o n e ’s
p o s i t i o n  where  you hove t o  f u l f i l  m 5! tn? pJr;C0£ one in t h e■no r u l f i l  your du ty  t o  th e  D e v i l  h im s e l f .

occurred w herein  1 9 5 7 ° th e i "-ov d iso b e c i ie n ce in  South  A fr ic a  
-Amendment B i l l ” under w hich  i t  ^ s n^ f r ° d2 C' d th e  “N a t iv e  Law 
th e  l u m s t e r  (o f  N a t iv e  Aft r i r .  ) "should h® ‘ p erm it from
m u l t i r a c ia l  s e r v i c e s ” . S ev era l ^ . r e q u i r e d  t o  hold
s ta te m e n ts  t o  the  Prime M in is te r  t o ^ h  f r ^ T f ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r d e d  
would c e r t a i n l y  be d iso b e y ed  i f  i t  v , ™  e f f e c t  t h c t  t h c t  law  
th e  B i l l  wcs soon withdraw n. Ac "in wp P'~s s J'd " . N e e d le s s  t o  sa y ,  
wrong? e r e s t s o f  t r u th ,  o f  a p u b f ic  d e S l ^ t J S S  o T t ° £ ^ e & d

oounLysiSe?trefusei'\oUobev the » * « > «

henry -  in  f - o t  he p , i a  f o r  h u i r i m o  » i? h  h” i f M nd hlE s e n t l i o e
vre r ’ 1 P r'v i n ^ 0 w i f e  <~nd c h i ld r e n .  Mth +hS k 6 £even  months 
we now know t h a t  h i s  e x - a c l e  w V «  w o r t h y  tnt b ° n G f i t  o f  h i n d s i g h t-  * wor^ny o n e ,  oven  th o u g h  h i s



own priest did not think so.

The stand of Archbishop Luwum, the Ugandan martyr, against 
President Amin's excesses, is highly respected in this country, 
end so is the perseverance of the persecuted Church of the USSR.

The above is just on impressionistic survey of the vast number 
of respected Christian leaders who have not been afraid to speak 
the truyh about governments that have been unnecessarily unjust or 
oppressive. Any cursory reading of church history is sufficient 
to show ttrt civil disobedience is in the finest church tradition. 
Iky point is not th^t the Christian should set about to be dis
obedientshould be permanently set in an attitude of resistance. 
My point is th^t there are particular times <--nd particular places 
when it is: the right ^nd duty of the Christian to SDerk ng*?inst 
evil, rnd, when he does this, it is his privilege to know'that he 
is by no means the first Christian to have done so. It m^y well 
be trie conscientious objector :s high calling to be such a witness 
in contemporary South /'fric^.

Disobedience ns witness: (a) The truth at stake

The selective conscientious objector is one who has become acutely 
cv;~re of the evil in the economic, political and social struc
tures of the country.  ̂ If^violence is the ''destructive imaosition 
01 power , then the situation may be described as one of structural 
violence, which Prof J j Degenaar defines as "*n metcforiese of 
figuurlike ooepassing van die woord ''geweld'' in sy letterlike 
betekenis van 'n ekstreme fisieke beV/eging v̂ at gerig word teen die 
liggoam van *n mons. Met fisieke geweld forseer ek jou lig^cam 
met my hande in h hoek. In die geval van strukturele geweld for- 
feer ek jou liggoam met my wette en reels en gebruike in h hoek" - 
i .e . "a metaphorical or figurative use of the word :sviolencei! 
which means literally, physical action dircted against a person's 
body. With physical violence I force your body into a corner 
with my hands. In the c^se of structural violence I force your 
bod\ into r- corner with my laws, rules nnd customs” (Die Burger 19/1/79)

He is -ware, too thrt the military is inseparable from the struc
tural violence of the country. The threat of military action 
h-s often been used to forestrll moves for change. Military

i;s se<fn niany^s '"the only w^y« to protect white privilege.
The aggressive marketing of Defence Bonds adds to the jrov;ins 
mood of militarism rnd brings the danger of civil war ever closer.
11 0 rnd television programmes nnd extensive newspaper coverage 
of ''our ooys on the border1'' encourage the sense of’ paranoia as 
do the frequent prayers for protection for our soldiers from 
"xhe enemy" often done, alas, with a concern more ideological 
than pastoral.

It is this glorification of war to which the objector says "No” , 
ne is convinced that the ultimate solution cannot be a military 
2ne» ; n d ^  must political, social and economic o n e /
m  the absence of any evident determination on the government's 
part to examine the problem as a political, social and economic 
one, he suspends_his military involvement until there is a sig
nificant alteration in official attitudes. This reasoning explains



fisht in the^eTOna0^ r i l n»’ir“ <!' ' • ®"®“  tilough he woula 
P 'rt of the military structures of l o u t b ^ f r i c ^ ^ ’ rofu* “ * t0 *  

S  f - t  w ^ i n s  o f  e n d le s s  te l le  
s e l v e s  from t h l i r  group I n J e M ^ s  J h f ?”  t0  ® « r i o s t .  them-
i s  seen  more c l e o r l y .  Bl^-ck0 V tp ? CC Eucil c w i t n e s s
* ^ e r t  d e r l  t o  so y  but who n i t  ? t i r ° d ° f  W hit"s v* °  
t o  b e t t e r  th e  b l o c k s 1 nos i t  ion  y i p r ?p-::r6d to  s a c r i f i c e
d e c la r ed  wor on them. * O therw ise  4  ^ w h it e s  hove
tr a in e d  p o l i c e  hod ?o s h o o £ S  l  h L  t 0  ° * P l* in  why
in  d e te n t io n ;  why th r e e  hundred 7 so mQny P eop le  d ie
crime p r e v e n t io n  e x c i s e "  ?? 2 ? n6eded f o r  0 R o u t in e

€t 2 e *Ia* ot C r o s s r o a d s  s q u a t t e r  comp.

Disobedience os witness :_.(b) Truth dreads v i s l h n i t .  

i he re fore the time has comp for +■ v , u ,
of "portheid. It is the task of ?h~ £ J° drQ^ rtise its rejection 
"gainst injustice ot oil levels in continually to witness
oblection is r highly effective iftn * J V* d con&cientious 
understood, it ie n + • e+i witness because it c~n ersilv bo

will not P 'r t i c i p ^ L \ n " c i v i r ^ r  ?ntn1\ COn£? iGntious E jector  
brother. it is on e™ ? * H  V;rp of Mother -gcinst

is - defensive wrr, th 't  we -re protect in ^rh ^?  T *  r̂e f i Shti^S 
-re guarding this our bastion of S ChriEti°nity , thot v;e
fighting to ret" in our inter -t- w^en in foct v/e -re
control. Ur lnter=£ts, to dictote our terms, end to keep

11 t h i s  hos n o t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  wc,. , u -  , . 
m o tiv e .  The p o in t  i s  t h e t  V n y o n e c S  aP?S > t r " f 0 r  ^  s 6 l f i e h  
in  some way should  seek  t o  moke t h - t »  1  0 '"“ n e ss  t o  the  t r u th  
I t  i s  f o r  l o v e  o f  t h e  t r u t h  t h - +  h f  J ^ Gess a s  e f f e c t i v e  os p o s s i b l e  
c o n v i c t i o n  t o  nS w ide  o ^roun nc ™ Ŵ XLt t o  co™ iu n ic c te  h i s  
°nd c l c r i f i c.s t h e  r e o l i t i e *  a I  111 Q Woy w h ic h  h i g h l i g h t s  
co n ce rn e d  f o r  h i s  own p e i s o n -1 m n l i ?  ® + ° *  t r u t h  i s  n o t  o n l y  
c h a l l e n g e  o t h e r s  i n  ? h e  way o f  t r ^ h  • he Wil1 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  making  a s t ^ S  v i s S S l y ^  e 8 r i t y * H*nce  t h e  

D isobedi&nce  r S w i t n * . ^ .  fn) i n - d e . u - r v  ->f
---------- -----J— L ^U;cy o f  0 non-combo t e n t  -r-oir.

The ormjr, l i k e  most nrm ic f  i «? nm'ho'KiT-
i t s  r o l e  would tend t o  wocken i t  " ; L  ? J e t  i a o s t i o n s  ebout 
c o s t s  be s i l e n c e d .  T h is  “  done h /  ? 6t  E 5 ia e “ t£  a u «  "t -11 
a c t i o n ,  v.'hieh ren d ers  t S e i i  v o fc e  i n e f f ° ^ - nS t h e “  t o  = ‘ P e o i c l  
l a b e l l e d  - non-com brtrnt -nd i s  D l-ced  fn e a i “ £ id 6 n t i s

thb °blector mrv feel th-t if i f strength.

l t e  t r u e  v-'o r t l 1 ' i t  *  ™

“ * » 1  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w itn e s s e d  -nd r-cted ~t t  “  °-R SCV th e y  h -ve  ,-t r  
c l . - r l y  d e g r e e s  o f  suSh m ^ 2 » u } S ' ?L  N e v e r t h e le s s  th e r e  r r e °  
th e r e  X. n c l e - r  -nd d e f i n i t e  ^



military machine ancj the refusal to do so.

it is import ant to point out that the role of the non-combatant mem
ber is integral to the role of the army as a whole. An army cannot 
function without its non-combatant personnel (e.g. medical, en
gineering , coiiiiiiunicat ions ). And yet the army is r war machine 
primarily engaged in the aggressive defence of the apartheid system.

Thus for a^selective conscientious objector the non—combatant role 
is profoundly unacceptable, since, as pointed out, the tasks of 
n°n-®omtnt&n‘t military personnel aro also crucial to the effectiveness 
of the army ^s a v/hole. i?if a member of a bend of bank-robbers 
were assigned the job of carrying the first-aid kit, while others 
did the shooting and lifting, the first-aid man v;ould be considered 
guiluy before^the l nw with the entire b^nd. It is membership of 
the organization that counts, not so much the particul-rr t^sk to 
which one is assigned . . .  The higher officers in the army 're 

If?. no-n-comb.r'tant ’ in the sense thrt they seldom do riny personal 
killing, yet one would not excuse them of the resoonsibilitv 
fo r_the killing under their command" (Puoted from"Herschberger, in
jj-lit^ry o^rvice_^nd the Christian, R .E . l l l  thesis, by Cherry
S-_urar , 1978). J

,P6r£0nnul cannot therefore disclaim responsibility 
for contributing directly to the goals and functions of the SADF.
tnnc the army to do its work. This is why many selective

railit-rv t°??qO-nrtC-??SflC0n?Ot in . c11 conscit;ncc accept non-combatant 
?T Z\ ' ? . deeply serious about their reouest for

alternatives to m ilit'ry service.

°5 ey " call-up is contrary to the law. This theological 
p o lem has been aealt with at great length in my previous paper,
+ +f;° . sumniarize: the Christian's intention is to render obedience 
oO the government, because there is no authority except from God 
Decause magistrates are not dread to the person who does right but 
to the wrongdoer, and because the government is God•s agency for 
our welfare, as we read in Romans 13. But what happens when 
the government perpetrates such injustice as to relinquish its 
claim to divine authority? Wh-t happens when magistrates are dread

oLpi1? s r i§ht? happens when the government
Co '^es to be ^od s agency for our welfare? Then, by Paul's own 
implication, obediencc cannot -lv^ys be required of the Christirn 
The obiector would also liko to cite the crso of tho Romrn S0ldiers 

o v e r e  in s t r u c t e d  to  k i l l  C h r is t .  S u r e ly  »;o would n o t  de_°“ d 
unquestioning submission to authority in this case?

Assessment

- S a t  Wo t ? r to  o f  ° f  t h e  d i s o b e d ie n t ?
f important, m  my opinion, is that w«= recognize his sinceritv 

cccept that that is God's calling for him. It is,
;,11» not Siven to us to dictate wh-t God’s calling will be.

Peter Moll 
February 1979

(■':Lynden", Avenue Rd, Mowbr ay 7 700)
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(Weekly M a i l ,  March 7, 1986)

ifie butcher who’d rathei 
go to jail than the army
R n trh o r  D kilim  ___ »_ ■ SfButcher Phillip Wilkinson’s life 
changed the day he entered a 

black township for the first 
time and discovered what lay 

behind the concrete walls. 
Today he's a conscientious 
objector, willing to go to jail 

rather than fight. JO -AN N  
BEKKER reports

LIK E many of society’s underdogs, 
Phillip W ilkinson has perfected an 
im penetrable blank stare.

He used it to neutralise the taunts o f 
his Port E lizabeth schoolm ates w ho 
cam e from  better-off, m ore secu re  
homes; the boorishness and racism  o f 
his colleagues in the D efence Force, 
and the exasperation o f his em ployers 
when he refused to lord it over his 
fellow  black workers who w ere older 
and more experienced than he.

But there is another face to this 22- 
year-old butcher who w as last week 
refused religious objector status by 
the Board for Religious Objection and 
w ho is now  p re p a r in g  fo r  th e  
possibility o f going to ja il for m ore 
than two years ra th e r than  attend 
compulsory army camps.

A nd this second face is an open, 
friendly and confident one.

W ilkinson, w hose father deserted 
the family when he was a  child, knew 
a life o f poverty and hardship.

Among the first people he related to 
w ere the black w orkers at a  ho tel 
w here he was em ployed as a  trainee 
ch e f earning R 150 a m onth  a fter 
completing Standard Eight.

“For the first time I found m yself
being able to express m yself and relate 
my thoughts outside o f my hom e,” he 
recalled, explaining that he had spent 
m ost o f  his sen io r schoo l years 
absorbed in collecting  stam ps and  
reading about the persecution o f  Jews 
in German concentration camps.

H e began spending m ealtim es with 
the workers and a few  years later, 
w hile  w orking as a storem an, he 
developed a deep friendship with one 
o f them, Xolisi.

W ith  X o lis i, he en te red  P o rt 
E lizabeth s black tow nships fo r the 
first time, an event which he recalls as 
a turning point in his life.

“I used to wonder as I travelled past 
by train or bus ju s t w hat w as the 
purpose of the fences and concrete 
w a lls  w high s u r ro u n d e d  th e  
townships. I  was stunned when I found 
out. It was just what I  had read; about embarrassidSm1’'"  th6 friend,iness surprised and even

________________  Picture: D A V E  H A R TM AN , Afrapix



in all those books about the N azis 
suppressing the Jews. Those townships 
looked like  a m assive  cam p o r 
compound.”

The year was 1983, the tim e of the 
form ation o f the U D F, and  soon 
W ilkinson's thin, bearded, face was 

'  often seen amidst the sea o f black faces 
at public rallies.

“The overw helm ing friendliness I 
experienced  in  th e  t o w n s h i p s  
surprised and even em barrassed m e,” 
he recalls. “From  w hat you hear and 
read in the papers you im agine them  
to be places o f crim e where you can 
expect a knife in the back. I  found just 
the opposite.”

O ne o f  h is m o s t m e m o ra b le  
experiences was when he attended the 
mass funeral for 20 people shot dead 
by police at Langa last year.

“I was on crutches, recovering from  
a foot operation . W hen  th e  sm all 
group o f w hite friends I w as w ith 
began moving towards the graveyard, 
there was no way I could go with them 
and suddenly I was hem m ed in by 
thousands of people.

“I was a bit scared. Som e o f their 
community had been gunned down by 
police and I w ouldn 't have blam ed 
them  for turning on a w hite person, 
but all I got was friendliness.”

Phillip paid for his unusual beliefs 
in the m arket place. O nce he was 
forced to resign and another tim e he 
was fired after repeated warnings to 
d istance h im se lf from  his b lack  
colleagues.

“O ne boss, a re -b o m  C h ris tian , 
asked me to stop spending my tea-time

with the workers. The reasons he gave 
were very prejudiced and riddled with 
superiority.

“A nother time he said he expected 
me to be m ore individualistic in my 
ambitions, when I told him  I felt I had 
no right to speak down to or be bossy 
to workers who were much older and 
had m ore know ledge and experience 
than m e.”

A nother em ployer asked him  to 
w atch the workers and report to him  
anything “irregular”.

From  the age o f 16, when Wilkinson 
had to  reg ister as a conscrip t, his 
relationship w ith his m other becam e 
strained.

“I was not at all keen to register, in 
fact I  was anti,” he said. “I  had many 
argum ents w ith m y m other in which 
she always ended up telling roe how I 
w ould go to  ja il if  I  did not do army 
training.”

H is in s tin c tiv e  res is tan ce  as a 
teenager deepened through his contact 
w ith black w orkers, but after he 'd  
been sacked, his m other threatened to 
disown him if  he did not complete his 
national service: So, at the age o f 20, 
he reported for arm y training,

In the army he turned his blank stare 
to  the discrim ination against English- 
speakers by A frikaans-speakers, and 
the racist attitude of both groups to 
blacks.

H is problem s did no t end after his 
co m p u lso ry  tw o years w ere up. 
W ithin a short time, he was called up 
fo r a cam p. T h is tim e he felt the 
experience even more, being by this 
time “a staunch supporter o f the UDF,

know ing rightly or w rongly that the 
majority o f people in the tow nships 
believed and indentified the security 
forces as a  th rea t, fu rthering  and 
m ain ta in ing  th e  in te re s t o f  th e  
apartheid  system . A nd as a  non
violent person I felt I could not go into 
an  institution w hich w as based on 
violence.”

But by this tim e P h illip  and his 
mother had reached a compromise. He 
would obey her wishes until he was 
21, then he would be free to do as he 
pleased. He com pleted his last camp 
three days before his 21st birthday.

W hen he was called up last June, he 
appealed for exemption.

“By now I knew exactly w hat these 
camps were. They m eant I was being 
called upon by the SA D F to fight in 
the tow nships against people w ho I
had grown to know and trust.” ___  -t

Last week the board accepted that he 
was a universal pacifist, but rejected 
that this was on religious grounds.

“They cross-exam ined m e on the 
B ible,” he explained. “T he C atholic 
Church, unlike som e others, does not 
require  you to  have an  in - d e p th  
knowledge of the Bible.”

A fter the intervention o f a law yer, 
W ilkinson was exem pted from  the 
camp he was called up for last week. 
But next time, if he is not so lucky, he 
faces a jail sentence of up to two years, 
nine months 

Asked if  he feels he is prepared to 
serve a ja il  sentence, h e .r e p l ie s ,  
laughing:

“M y m other's been preparing  m e 
for jail since I was 16.”
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. D ETA INEE R ichard S teele  h as 
?  pledged to fast as pan  of the ’’Troops
* out of the tow nships c a m p a ig n " , 
despite being held by the Security

..♦Police. ■ - -
He will be one of three people 

'  afound the country who are holding a .
■ three-week "fast for peace". O thers__
including Bishop Desmond T utu, D r'

; Beyers Naude and Shecna Duncan —
; will be fasting for 24 hours at a time 
;.in solidarity. ».. «*„• ;•_ .-.

And the o rgan isers , the E n d  
-Conscription Campaign, have called 
on the public to join them in the fast 

.- for stretchcs of 24 hours or more.
The campaign, which includes a full 

.' programme of meetings and events, 
was centred on the three-week fastens.’

, However, one of them, Steele, was 
among the ECC leadership detained 
last week in terms of Section 29 of the 
Internal Security A c t

• Friends and family say that when he 
was held he pledged to continue with 
the fast in prison.

In Johannesburg , 2 1 -y e a r -o ld  
student H arald W inkler has based 
himself in the chapel at the SA Council 
of Churches headquarters and w ill 
drink only w ater and herbal tea for 
three weeks. • r

j‘ Vrinkier is facing a January call-up 
. for his military service and he has 
^applied  to be reg is te red  as a 

conscientious objector on theological 
i grounds.

He said this week that his fast was in 
support o r the ECC call for troops to 
be removed from the townships and, 
in the in te r im , fo r  n a tio n a l’ 

By CLAR E WARPER the 5$ADF, but the offer was rejected, servicemen to be given the right to 
S U niversity  s tu d en t H ara ld  Board chairman M r Justice W illem  refuse to serve in the townships.
Je r, who fasted for three weeks Ederling said W inkler d id  not create - The ECC said in a statem ent this 
er this y ea r to  p ro tes t th e  the im pression o f opposition  to  all week that it believed the use o f the 
nee o f SA D F troops in  th e  forms o f violence. anny would not break the cycle o f
ships, w as yesterday  re fu sed  "E ven if  it is so , the q u estio n  violence in South Africa and was 
as a religious objector. rem ains w hether his religious beliefs, c rea tin g  an "acu te  c r is is  o f
a hearing  in  P re to ria , th e  including his socio-political beliefs, conscience" among many conscripts, 

ious O bjections B oard offered force him to object to all wars and all Also >n Johannesburg, members o f 
:ler, 21, the chance to  apply m ilitary service." Jj16 Antony's United Church in
id for non-com batant status with Ederling said it appeared W inkler's , Fageview are fasting in solidarity with

religion allowed him to participate in  - Steele in shifts of 24 hours each, 
a just w ar, but this d id  no t com ply *n soldarity with a member of
with all the elements o f the A c t ^ e ir  congregation, Anita Kromberg,

T he B oard, set up, in 1983, only w^° *s a ' so detained, they will be 
grants re lig ious ob jec to r sta tus t o : Î *ca? 'n6 a balloon every midday in 
un iversa l p ac if is ts  o b jec tin g  o n -* ““ c ' t)' centre, 
religious grounds. ~ Spearheading the Cape Town "fast

In a statem ent before the hearing, .'*or peace is Crossroads squatter 
W ink ler said  partic ip a tio n  in t h e 'cam P, doc to r, Ivan T o m s, a 
SA D F w as in co n s is ten t w ith  h is - con?c l' ntious ob jec te r w ho has 
religious and political beliefs, and that reSe,ved non-combatant status, 
he could not separate the two. ~r  oms, 1̂ 1S ,wtjclc installed in St

He faces a January 14 call-up  but ’ orPc,s Cathedral, where he w ill 
says he is  no t p repared  to  r i g h t ^ f " 11*  durat‘on ° f  ‘he fast. He 
because of the presence o f the army in < • . .  Z. °!J ,0  ■'0I” m ' n
the townships and its role in upholding ® or our strctches, "in 
apartheid. If he does not report in

^inkier appeal reiected
’ CLAR E HARPER the SADF,

Harald Winkler

so lid a rity  w ith  those  w ho an  
suffering at the hands of the SADF ii 
the townships".

A fter serving his two years' initia 
training in the SADF, Tom s decidec 
he was "unab le  to reco n c ile  the 
Christian injunction to love my enemj 
and the demand o f the SADF to shooi 
him".

As a doc to r at the Em pilisw eni 
SACLA clinic —  a Christian primary 
health care clinic for about 100 000 
squatters —  Toms said, ”1 have learnt 
first hand o f  the v iciousness o f  
apartheid and the extreme oppression 
o f the blacks". <

In Port Elizabeth, 16 white activists, 
based in the St Augustine's Cathedral, 
«*re to refuse to cat for up to 48 hours 
at a time.

A t a press conference to launch the 
cam paign, ECC local leader Janet 
C herry said all 16 w ere-w hite  and 
privileged, but had become critical o f 
c o n sc r ip tio n  to  p ro te c t w h i t e  
advantage.

"M any of us do not want privileges 
based on the colour o f our skin. We 
want an equal and non-racial society 
... W e are not willing to defend and 
kill for this system o f apartheid we 
abhor."

During the build-up to the campaign 
over the last week, Cherry has been 
the v ictim  o f  a dangerous act of 
vandalism, while police searched two 
houses and ECC media and minutes 
were confiscated.

W hile  in G raham stow n, C herry 
m ade a routine check at a filling 
station to discover that one tyre o f her 
car had been overinflated to almost 
five tim es the no rm al p re s su re : 
Another had been deflated by nearly a 
third.

"The attendant came over to  me 
w ith an incredulous look on his face 
and asked me, W ho pumped up your
tyre?'. .

"W e have been confronted w ith  
h e ig h te n e d  S e c u r i ty  P o l i c e  
surveillance, but this has not held us 
back," she said. -



The EGC’s only aim is 
to end conscription
T hree w eeks ago  four leade rs  of the 
E nd C onscription C am paign w ere  de
tained in ra id s  acro ss the country  — 
s h o r t ly  b e fo re  th e  la u n c h  of th e  
ECC ’s “troops ou t of th e  tow nsh ip” 
cam paign.

R ich a rd  S tee le , M ichael E v an s , 
A n ita  K ro m b e rg  a n d  Sue B r it io n  
w e re  a ll held incom m nicado  under 
section  29 of th e  In te rn a l S ecu rity  
A ct. T hey  w e re  re le a s e d  a f t e r  15 
days w ithout being  charged .

As s u p p o r te r s  an d  m e m b e rs  o f  
g roups a c tiv e  in th e  E E C  w e co n 
d em n  these  de ten tions. We believe  
they  a re  p a r t  o f an  a tte m p t to  crush  
a  cam paign w hose ca ll is for a  ju s t 
peace  in our land.

The ECC is a  lega l o rg an isa tio n  
w orking for a  change in the law  re 
la ting  to conscrip tion  in South A frica. 
I t  is p rem ised  on the belief th a t indi
v iduals should have th e  freedom  to 
choose w hether to  p a rtic ip a te  in the 
SADF.

T he “tro o p s  o u t” c a m p a ig n  w ill 
focus on the dem and for individual 
so ld iers to  have  the rig h t to refuse to  
s e r v e  in  th e  to w n sh ip s  u n t i l  th e  
t r o o p s  a r e  w i th d r a w n .  R ic h a r d  
Steele, a fo rm er conscientious objec
to r, and M ichael E vans, of the ECC 
W estern  C ape cha ir , re c e n tly  g ave  
ev idence to  th e  SA D F’s G eldenhuys 
C om m ission to  th is  effect.

C ontrary to  governm ent p ropagan
da  the ECC is no t a rad ica l grouping 
try ing  to d estroy  o rder in South A fri
ca.

Increasingly  young w hite m en a re  
facing a  crisis  of conscience through 
being forced to  p a rtic ip a te  in the oc
cupation  of th e  tow nships and of N a
m ibia.

The detention of ECC leaders will 
no t stop the grow ing opposition to  the

ro le  th e  SADF is p lay ing  in the con
fl ic t in our country.

We b e liev e  th a t  d e te n tio n s , th e  
b a n n in g  o f o rg a n is a tio n s  a n d  th e  
s t a te  of em ergency w ill only serve  to  
h a rm  th e  prospects of ending the vio
le n c e  th a t  is  te a r in g  o u r c o u n try  
a p a r t

On O ctober 7 hundreds of peace- 
lo v in g  South A fricans w ill jo in  to 
g e th e r  in fasting  fo r 24 hours to  show 
concern  about the continuing im ple
m en ta tio n  of the s ta te  of em ergency  
a n d  th e  p re sen ce  o f tro o p s  in th e  

. tow nships.
B ishop Sim eon Nko&ne 

A nglican su ffragan  bishop of Jo h an 
nesburg

Sheeaa D uncan 
N atio n a l P res id en t o f th e  B lack Sash 

Bishop D esm ond T utu 
A nglican bishop of Johannesburg

P ro fesso r John  D ugard 
Tom  W aspe

J o h a n n e s b u rg  D e m o c ra t ic  A ctio n  
C om m ittee  C hair

D r D avid W ebster, D eta inees’ P a r 
e n ts  Support C om m ittee.

C lair W right, W its SRC P residen t.
D an Vaughan, South A frican Coun

c il of Churches D irec to r of A dm inis
tra tio n .

D r B eyers N aude, SACC G eneral 
S ecre ta ry .

Shawn Kopel, P ro g ressiv e  F edera l 
P a r ty  T ransvaa l Y outh Chair. 
Johannesburg



Student probes 
the psychology 
of militarism
O P P O S IT IO N  to  m i l i t a r y  
conscription is motivated by an "inner 
directedness" and a deep sense o f  
moral outrage. It is conditioned  by 
strong opposition to the presence o f 
troops in  the tow nships and a b e lie f 
that the SA D F is waging an "un just 
war".

In sharp contrast, those in favour o f 
military conscription display typically 
au tho rita rian  p e rso n a litie s . T h ey  
believe  m ilita ry  se rv ice  " in s ti ls  
discipline" and "makes a man" out o f  a 
youth.

These are som e o f the chief findings 
o f a U niversity o f Cape Tow n study 
into student attitudes towards m ilitary 
conscription.

P sy c h o lo g y  h o n o u rs  s tu d e n t  
A ndrew  F e in s te in  found  in  h is 
research that a ll those in favour o f  
military service identified their father 
as the single m ost im portant influence 
on their positive attitude.

Not one o f  those favouring m ilitary 
conscription saw  the church as having 
any influence on their lives.

But alm ost a ll o f them  iden tified  
schools —  in p a rticu la r the cade t 
system —  and the media, inc lu d in g  
radio, television and new spapers, as 
influencing their attitudes.

N ot one m em ber o f  this g ro u p  
exp ressed  any  o b jec tio n  to  th e  
presence o f troops in the tow nsh ips, 
and the majority believed the SA D F 
should be used to quell the p resen t 
township unrest.

"This illustrates the extent to w hich 
they accept the governm ent view  of 
the situation, ie the necessity to restore 
law  and order' to the townships.

"It is also felt that not only are the 
group's attitudes towards conscription 
no t founded on a moral or sp iritual 
base, but they are also characterised  
by support for the present status quo 
in  South A frica, support for change 
only if  it does not endanger the w hite 
m inority, and a  conviction that the 
racial, cultural and class differences in 
S ou th  A frica  a re  n a tu ra l a n d  
acceptable.

B y  M O IR A  LEVY, 
C ap e  Tow n

"In analysing the attitudes o f  th is 
group, it is in teresting  to no te  that 
they seem very sim ilar to  the p icture 
o f the military that the SADF attempts 
to  paint," Feinstein writes.

All members o f the group described 
their politics as "m oderate", and said  
the rest o f the world should e ither be 
"m ore positive" towards South A frica 
or should "leave us alone".

In c o n tra s t,  th o s e  a d a m a n tly  
opposed  to  c o n s c r ip tio n  c a l le d  
them selves "non-racial dem o cra ts"  
and most aligned them selves w ith the 
U nited D em ocratic Front.

A ll m em bers o f  th is  g r o u p  
d e sc r ib ed  S ou th  A fric a  a s  a n  
"im m oral" society  th a t is d iv ided  
unnaturally  along racial, class and 
cultural lines and characterised  by 
p o li tic a l, ra c ia l  and e c o n o m ic  
discrim ination.

"T h ey  fee l th a t th e  c au se  o f  
discrim ination is w hite se lfish n ess , 
and claim  that the longer whites are in 
pow er, the m ore harm ful the situation 
will become.

"Prom inent am ong their hopes fo r 
the future are a system  o f one person, 
one vote, redistribution of wealth, and 
the rem oval o f all discrim ination and 
injustices.

"It can be concluded that those w ho 
hold attitudes strongly  opposed  to 
m ilitary conscription in South A frica 
are  socio -po litica lly  libera l, h a v e  
favourable attitudes towards Africans, 
and are not ethnocentric."

A th ird  g ro u p  id e n tif ie d  b y  
F einste in , all o f  w hom  d esc rib ed  
them selves as "liberal” and aligned 
them selves w ith  the P ro g r e s s iv e  
Federal Party , had no strong v iew s 
either for o r against conscription.

"All mem bers o f this group," writes 
Feinstein, "admit to  having doubts and 
uncertainties as regard their attitude; 
tow ards m ilitary service."

This group called fo r th e  gradu; 
introduction o f one m an-one vote.
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R e m e m b e r :  R e s p e c t  Hum an dignity .

( ’ Vi,M Ro.n-,;,, v,\n .......
,, • >■' • s p o n s i b l e

°> «!■ r n r H l a  r n q „ i n ' w .

B °  r " " r l f ( ," s a t  ='IJ times. . _ . . ______

R e s p c r : t  p r o n c r !  v ,
■ <T‘KJ o w n e r s h i p .

^ Olli* ... ,
, n *n ^ f p a r t  Oi t J)C ° ] h-i ,Ui :>!>. 

!.
J . A v o id  ro n f lic i .

^ >;1 I ! O l  r , . ; ,
•'<'•1 ••>K«r»'ssivi-lv 

P l'ovor.U i'o .,,
in llu ’ (r\, c

'r : i v . . . . .
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dtriL'tê L̂T’ "Weet niks ba“’u>et nikB bia8"- ̂  ■»«««- * - vr  r  ,c siap —■s ig n  a g a in  i n  a  h u r r y „ .  An(J £ =» v0" • <*°v a s l a c k  pover

-  * » a l l  b la o k  boy * t h  ^  f r ig h t e n e d  e y e V ^ ^  T  T  ^

» l f ,  and t h e  sudden s t r e a m  o f  b r i g h t ,  b r i g h t  b lood a p p e a l !  * 7 ^  ^
ana d r o p p in g  from b i s  ob in  „» th e  0 a r p 9 t . d n o o r  £ ‘™
d n p  . Slap, slap, 8i ap . casyEr. Drip, d n p ,

A *ev clocks later  we pause and he is dumped For +K <*■

™vr,:7.zr::rr‘b°'‘ - —  - - t  
r r  “  :r::r:r:“t  r;is
and t h r o v  t h e  s t on8s» .  He went t o  tb e  p o U c e  i n s t e a d  o t b  ^  ! '

1« . a n t e  t o  s t u d y  t o  be an a r c h i t e c t .  r - t s  i u s t  as  v e i l  t  ■ * * "
conception at this sta~n ir n  1(1 th a mis“

tniB stage. Well meaning people ( T recall ,
Parish magazine ) ’navo recall an article m  a 

gc*zine ; nave imagined the youn* noli™

t h e i r  v e h i c l e s  a s  f e a r f u l >  c on fus9d !  soMho> ^  “ »>•» * « i » *  in

s t a n d i n g  a s  t h e  angy mobs a u t s i d e .  Th is  i s  no* ! T  ^  ^  U'’d ' r ' '
a f r a i d ,  s i t t i n g  i n  t h i s  b u g , ,  p o . e ^ u i  . e b i o T e  T  beSn~

Tbe m a jo r i ty  o f  my p e e r s  a re  not a f r a i d  or  o o n fu sed .  T b e y U  i T t ^  ^  ~
and excited,  they want a c M . n  + v, D°red

j action ,  they are call mm +v„
j hey are enormously arrogant.

So we trundle on. The cops are talking about white politi • 

on behalf of blacks anrf Voi e iticians  interfering
DiacKs and Helen Suzman, Molly Blackburn are m«n+i - 

constable says "Fir ffientionea. One
says Bk sou graag „  rubber ( from th* ^7™  +

d° ° 8 ° P BlCiet*" The-  -  ^ u d  dong as a large  ston e V t ^  ^  ^
bounced in through the - n f  • Xne arrEour andZrcOl OPe*ilnr ___
a 37, . ,  gas cannieter in tbs d L c "  ■ ” T

u u c  °  JJ.7T.C . i c r  ~ + i ov.,3£oup© 2-nd the r e s ’’ npwto r,n, . * **v*-̂  r*-
res^er .ts  puur out coughing, their eves 

watch brie^lv +v,a _ , “ reading, >fe tv i-.pj
- . , - cops laughing loudly, pointedly. A neighbour »

- n ,  wags his  f inger  at us and the cops bawl at h i ,  - ^ i  ^
move or. —  e^eningl;.-  before ve

The funeral i s  over. We head towards the returin.- ’
s t a r t i n g  t o  b r e a k  u d  Vr ,  * c r o w  w j ; h  s e e m s  t o  b e

s b o u M n m  f  -  P 9 0 P l e  f 0 r “  S t r ” ‘  — r s  s i n r i " g  a - d

to  d “ l a n ° ' -  ?h<> ::' r e e a n t  » « «  W .  comiriarde- a s k -  I  to  d i s p e r s e  a smal l  crowd i -  ‘ ---- : “ - “ i s s i c r

bang gat" resp on d s  a ooo. ' - L i  Z u T *  ^
un " e bliksems, kommaan, rooi’ " * b„ j j  
bail of stones is nUs+ what a sudae-0ust  ^nat they've  been wait inp for
we launch into a hurtling,  l urcbing  circuit ,  Past ^



ru„ning people,  pUBpi„ e  ^  ^

minutes: the cope have reached for  t h e ir  h 6‘ 1 t s  0Ver m  a couple of  
‘ he crowd has d ispersed .  • ahot €“ ne for  the second rcun4 but

beat ing  and hurmng/ h°1S *ta "‘  -  « »  atmosphere o f  sport,  ^

eventua l ly  r e t n ^  + ^

ta0U*h* ln a "8n VS V 2 lte i  the Pc l io
ing and h i ,  with t h e ir  I  a"d - O h  spcrt from

« » « * *  «  front „f  the s t a t i o „ ^  J  ‘ ok* truncheons, both on th .

he vas re leased .  ' a°k 0jf a After h a l f  an hcur

The sjambok: i 8 perhans +h» +

k6rdine hUmans’ S i t i n g  and p u n i ' L ^ h  ^  ^  P°liC6 ^  1 for
shepherd. Br i ght orange ^ e r n . e n t  s t o c ^ a  " ^ 0l ^  ‘  ^  *“* 
technolog is ts  n o . )  -  j  ia v e  se ’ 88 ( the boere are great

— l i . .  offenders  with a„  t h e i r  ^ 5 ^  ”
Produce a vein nf  ̂ • while a vrrifet f l i c k  -> « *> ,

Of pain f r o ie any one o f  my fell o w ^ o ld ie r s  *  *°

This 18 a f a l r l y  d o ta i l e d  ac

throughout these  four „,o n th s , the ^  — hed out. ^

oouple o. policemen in  each Buffel  a»d u s u a l l y ^ T  ^  the p o U ° 8 ’ « t h
P°l lCe T* W e l « .  Sc, f o r  the b laok popul„  f .  e” m° re SkIIT  "«■*«>. in  

opportunity to d i f f e r e n t i a t e  between the t ! o T  ’ *“  > " »  «
immediately in h er i ted  the lack 0f  o r e d i b i l i t  ^  ^

. *here i s  " " ‘y  that much to chocs , 7 w  ^  rePUtat l° n ° f  th« P°Uoe.
-  t h in g s  l i k e  com m unication c o n t r o l  a T  «  , 0 r ° M *
« »  Separ>icn of t rooPs in to  small au ocat f  « »  Army, but
members to get i „ t c  the s p i r i t  o f  be ^  ““  0 f t “  " • « «  ^
behaviour of the p o l i c e ,  net .. * * "  “ ” t0 l v « ,  t t d  mirror t , .behaviour of the p o l ic e ,  net mere!, the 'r  I * '  - r r o r  t,
■«  acts of v io lence  that are shocking as “  nCt «  ~ e b  that
-aciem that a l l„ vs t i e I , to nour  eXpos“«  c f  a general leve l of
and reasonable but -'ho ' i ' S °  n,an7 pe0ple who are rorma’’ i v '  •c out ^no simt'l y ' ha + c ‘orna- i y  f a i r3 . - J *13.1/6 k&ifi pel TT*
description but 'white t r a s f ,  thev *• nc other
contempt for blacks and a c o ^ u i ^ T -  « d
« . . .  H ack, ( .K a f f ir s . )  ar.  a ia6e “ 4 “ » « « «  toward.
Pain i ,  Berel? spo_t> tad asm, a parocy c f  man, vhei,

^  thS P—  1 evel of violence “ h T  ^  -  - f a n t r ,
“ t r °*d “ »• o f  ' h i t e e  seem to have «  J  *“ * ^  “ S e l f  “  « * »  indied'
t W r  main concerns sex ,  or -atb * tankreote-  -

— -  o f  u ) ’ ^  ■ — -
a n d  a n  i r o n i c a l l y  . k a - i r  l i l r  , ^  "  t w i 8 t e d  s e l f - B e r v i „ g* " xKc‘ r e s p o - ^ -  _ . ° —-ar. -̂.-



" W v « .  always called them Kaffirs  th *,  

l « "  or thore , s s i u  ^  * ■ » « r  name - vhy 8tould cha^

0“ t l # " 3 *° th '  » « ■ «  -  A  so t h e v ' l l  i f t h  ^  ^  ( ° f  « “
guilty ones they'll all get I t . "  ‘ id.ntify tie

Action, e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  the young

18 a * » - » * » .  - n e e  o f  power ^  & ’ *" ^  t r i ? ‘
* o s tp u t -u p o n ,  dumb s o „ -cf _ a_ t i t  ' S Up eo"” « -  i f  y»c . «  the
“ » teat h i .  up t0 proTe u . In 7 ** U15 * • * „  than a Kaffir  and

foys in  b r o m  „ M i  ° S" a EaBtera t e n s  involved,

st one-thro vers. th<ir ^  for catching

S™ n d  fo r  a ser ious  game o f  oops and rob b8Cam* * * • " *  * * > -

7 “ "* int0 a barb^  - 1»  fence)  onlv  a42 " ^ ^ - OCOMlo“ 1 ‘ » * » 7  (someone 
tM  oapt ives  » r e  hadded over the t ~ e i 0 l t ' ”e n t - To s tar t

‘ >»» go. So even tu a l ly  the c . p .  vers t u t  o' ^  “p 81,4

fcidS Wre tak”  home to t h e i r  parents 7 ^  ° q U i t i ° n ' t h ° * &  »°»e-  
kind. r Parents for punishment of

- much the same

naving  giveyn you some idea  o f  +h

*“ - 7  r e a c t i o T t o  T̂ Tj ^  **** “  **
• - a c e  o f  t h lB b r u t a l i t y ,  a s  v e i l  a s  th >  ™ S“ l1  ‘ a t  "’-v i n a c t i o n  i n

an enormous  t e n s i o n  and  c o n f l i c t  o f  b e h a v i o u r ^  ^  i “ JPact o f  i t ,  c r e a t e d

-  l a b e l l e d  a  •k a f f i r - b o e t i e ■ and a . kom r e S P ° ' ,S'  ' n ° Uf*  *« **t

o f  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  n i n e  months  o f  i n f a n t r y T r l L ’/ T  h “  “ ” i i d

:::; „r ::rr  Mrt *•a -*— “ f
’ ^ t t o u t  a mind or dirar+i^ *> • U n c t io n ,  a

*•  i  s o l  a t e  y o u r s e l f  c o m p l e t e l y . ”  ̂  ™ “  *1 ~ *  —

Peopls  f o r  n in e  months ( t h e y  have h u m a n i t - ” ^  ^  ^

*  « * « " > ■ •  *0 l i v e  * th  tB e ; . ’ ' * * *  * * * "  «  *  o t h e r s  )
y o u . s a l . ,  and , treacherously ,  Y0U lo  ° y°U are fcroed oeapprsise
next time. “ “ hat E«nse of o u t r a ^ .  *v 

I n  thf t o v n s h i p s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  h „ ha .
s p j e c t a t o r ,  i a  e 0 B e t h i n g  » o r m a l l y  o n l y  a

P r o v i d e s  t h e  c o r d o n )  I  v a s  a t  a l o s s  V o p e r a t i o n  ( v h e r e  the  S ipv

«  - d  o f  c o u r s e  t h e y  come ^  ̂  *

— « .  i have?:r;::::y 7  -  - — <.
• t r e n e t l ?  At t h e  same t i m e  I  - 0u„d , • ” ’ VM° h i 5  t h e i r

* ound at impossible to act out a - ............



one w B zrs  doe.  not ,
^ t i c u l an y la ti# a M n  tJ ma d r ^ t * « * * .  -societion f„  W a  ,

d a r i ty  , »I t  iuM m *  v t a u  P«opl.  were t „ .  t v ° “ '

j , - * 7 die  ouens wat die  t a m  t h e ir  s o l i -
doctor) ,  , 0ns i s  k a f f l "  80 l e t t e r  »0„ , „  , .. ,
lu s  cm i „  th .  , , h l e r i i e  leak: vat ^  ' ' the loca l

the gryp» ( , he Balenoa maak. Me maMe

- -  -»ot th9» (pr;;;;at p;r r  — =»»«
■ ~

s o m e  on and »on, t l a t  • they . . . .  net to „a„t to know vha4

by radio that +k* ano^ f l r  s eo u r i tv

« *  t h e  F ,  ‘  ° OPB w e r e  b e “ i n s u >  *  ^T Z  ° n o e  "  r 8 p ° ^

’ • radl0' d * « * • *  amounted t o ^ m u T  "  ^
_ s v® do about i t?*

-ave made a great number

« P e r i e n c e ,  but they are based o l T n o Z T ’ ^ " ^  ^  fro"  » «  d a y .

in c id en ts  mieht become m ea n in g ! . . .  b t  t ” "  ‘  ^  ° ' ° r' t h s - 4

c°nvincing and vet r e t a i ,  ’ *111 t ry  and Provid- -“ reaam some impact.  ̂ lde enough to

• E. n ig h ts ,  to>mship-ctylei  t i  ~ 
b*ck of  an SAp landrove J "  0̂ 6 a.m. shlf t>  h

* ,C“ °1 -  ‘ he n r e ^ r : - / " 01"  « “  * « «  / -

and ,moke but m  —  b ? and us- report the f i r e  v, been told  to s ta v  -• • Je » or have t h e i r  nm, v  ̂ l n s id e ,  and
~ £ , never a l eep6. a  ~  * » * * .  Th. tcvn .h ip  ’
cars nosing about n i e t t ’ ^ e r e  are l - ^  + • ’u u l ) sca t tered  f i  e 1-L£ht8 h»r* x,
warmth and "Mpht " S^res, shbbeens shoving- « • kaere.

‘ l g h t  f « 5 « n  f r o m  a  n a  S £ ° ^ n ?  a  q U i c k  b l

d00P- A S t o i -  v e h ic l e  i s  s . o n e d
• »  already there th .  t  ° , r *er throu*  the a ^ . v s  -  ‘  “*
leave , 1 . . .  a .  ’ ^  ^  ^  out and ‘ “»> other.

'  -6 M* head in to  M ,  s to , = - •  A. „JUli s to len  car.
Another ns f.v.+nifcht, another f i re ...

I t s  vork when in d iv id u . l  stc’n .s  s t a r t ' ^  does

Suddenly cne .ma.hes t i .  ‘  Sb°Ut ^  ^

shotguns bound 0**f m  , o f  .an SAP baklcie a-d ++ • -Uke do£T6 l « t  n -rr -li. tw° codr
taro we r and corner him- + lea sh .  Thev s ta lk  *h i
d«ad. He i s  * continues h is  desperate b " ° Be St° ne~

18 ab° Ut He i s  a k i l l . " barr&^ *  They shoot him



complainj "?he p o l i c e  ar
us?» 9 ^  suPPoeed to help Ue .

As ve arr ive  to talc* n

1 9  V h l M * » S  -  b l a c k  , a n e v i t h r ° h i 8a n 0 t h e r  ^  * *  ° D e  S “ a l 1  * < > » » ,  a
army s ,]ambok. He i c P°liceman8p* c ta >'Ors. The officor , , 18 G r o u n d e d  by a s a n i  u

t i e  —  • .  groans w r .  l ” 0h^ '  — t w f ^  *  Saci l  «
*°°k to re*ov i„s  the ' . y aUdibl«- In another to™ a c , ^  ° " ’ a '

—  to ^ z / t  fro" t h , i r  ar"y— -  ̂ : : i r io* -1— -*■:In the m c r n i n g  b raa i .  an * £ n g  on duty and «  °P hot
s  Draaie on the l 0pa+; 6 l n nocuouslv o , ,

from  a i ao}c Q f  d i  . Catlon o u t s k i r t s .  Ma * ’ 2 ° c l °
o-r r i ^ + . 8c i P l in e ,  ± in  one 7 these ^ c i d e n t s  ste*

- v in e  p o l i t i c s ,  was vh + Wn. 0up_.«o« » n d i n g  o f f i c e r  f h  ,
'by the book* W '  • V V® term "parait" ( a ’ Lhou ĥ a “*n

l i b  i “ade him  a b e t te r  s t i c k l e r  f or going
iberal would have been. I t  u  i r o  . f ° r ths i°b  than -any a o „

would be fa r  b e t t e r  i f  t i  ‘hSt’ « r i n g . n t  as our l a  ' '
enforce the l a v  h " 6r6 S t r io t ^  adhered to T ' ° ° ”diti<
4° not grasp th • “ “ tompt f o r  U  as an ‘ ^ t i s e ,  those who

- e i .  a tool r  importan°* ° f  “ * • » « » .  * »  i a »  r : ?  °"m y  ■ t i e ?tool ( one Of a number's f  Process rath-r  t h ,

(  « « *  . .  1 public  o rd er . )  I t  l i n i n g  a certa in  se t  of "
)• I t  i s  a „  s t t i t . de  W  °f  c l r o u a s ta n c e e

there are great E” OT* ^ P * « l " i s t i c  p ic ture .  After  a l l
® i« e d  marriages art  , 0Ur 8° c i e t y  , ±he> . ,

-  » * t e s   ̂ITnl T  1 -  e t c  a r e  ‘ ‘I U , i ° "  ° ?  ^
touched the real i t  f  ^  C° nCe8Slon8* This i s  true eno> ' * ° r3dlCal SteP8 a l l t y  of  township n * .  „ enough, but i t  has ^  ^
the large** blaok ^  fo r  „„et A fr ic iM  » «  h « d l y

hoards e t c .  The da<l P° i n ‘ ' ‘ hs a-d t h .  ° t® aa- l y  a s sa u l t  on h  j - ' tQe admini s+
“an goes on d l ffnity and eel"' «

’ ‘ "3̂ u n e  »ade worse by the eco ■ eeP' = t of the black

X ^  the : « ; \ L 7 < : t T " T  ' " • *  ^  — - n -0 ,
Personal a l t e r n a t iv e s  fo  tvo * h° nS,i41y at »•» i n s t r u c t i v e  -  .
' l i g h t  overseas would have be" r'a ' 1™, l sem-ice would be. v0-  ' ''°U‘ 

f * » *  CORoerning t h .  a ’  a “  ^  »otivate^ »SI  ’

a B 4  that « «  cauldron^that M o t i o n s . ^  ° 7

leaves  a vacuu.  that  i s  bard to ^  ‘ ° l e “Ve’

° V* r W ' ‘ - ^ i ° n a l  Sen-ice can v ^  - t e n s i t y  j ,  ,out ; f  ’

—  -  —  *  — * - '
° ^ • n c  v ' j g c -5 j. ,



such ab strac t ion s .  Do bo from the s ta r t  though.

For me the armjr and my involvement in  the unrest  has been an education ( i f
a traumatic one) that has s i t u a t e d  me more co n crete ly  , I can nov try  to think
and act on the b a s i s  o f  experience ( rather than i n t e l l e c t u a l  posture) .
However, others have lon g  ago had that education. History moves both fa s te r
and slower than we imagine. Perhaps i f  H9 do not take s id es  nov, the decis ion  
w ill  be made for  us.



TOWARDS A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND

A D e c lat~&Wo)r\ Vo H»ic/ C o n sc r~ ip W <• o n

We li/e in an u n ju st  society 'w n e re  b a s ic  hum ^n  r i g h t s  are denied 
to the  m a jo r ity  o f I he people.

lA/e live in an unequal s o c ie t y  w h e re  th e  land and ivealth are 
ow ned by the m in o r ity .

iVe live in a s o c i e t y  in a s t a le  o f  civil w ar , u /h er e  b r o th e r  is  
called on to f igh t ' bro th er .

lA/e call for an end  to c o n sc r ip t io n .

Young m en a rc  c o n sc r ip te d  fo m a in ta in  the illega l occupation of 
Nam ib ia , and to w age un just tvar against* fo re ign  countries.

Voung m en  are  conscrip ted  fo a s s is t  in the im p le m e n t a t io n  a n d  
defence of a p a r th e id  po lic ie s.

Young men ioho re fu se  to s e r v e  a re  faced with -the c h o ic e  o f  a 
life  o f exile o r  a possib le  sue y e a rs  in p r ison .

lA/e call -Por an end to c o n s c r i p t i o n . •

We believe -fhaf ihe  financial cost o f the w a r increases fhe poverty o f 
ou r country, and that money should rather be. used in the interests of peace.

We believe that the extension of conscription to coloured and Ind ian  
citizens will increase conflict and f u r t h e r  divide o u r  country.

^ D? f f i E ™AT IT IS THE MORAL RIGlHT OF SOUTH
EXERCISE FREEDOM OF CONSCIENCE 

AND TO CHOOSE NOT TO SERVE IN THE SADF.

WE CALL FOR. AN END TO CONSCRIPTION 

WE CALL FOR A JUST PEACE IN OUR LAND
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