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‘ sloqans Mange was sentenced to death for High Treasog. and to IE. 

months imprisonment for contempt of court. In September‘ f9dC , h e '

' won his appealj and his sentence was conrnuted to'20,.years imprison
ment. * . */ V f

-----V  v--
"’’Another significant Treason Jrial:-was +hat held in*ietermaritzberg

3 in 1277. Harry GwaTa.TChanyile/JCaba^ene, 'Haoubane, Heyiwa, -Ndeb->

cle , Mdalose, Nduli, _«a.nd Mdhlovu vere^tried-under the Terrorism and

V -  <*■

A'S

Wobben Island-for-recruiting people to'undergo nilitary'training 

abroad. At the’̂ Maritzberg trial./.along with the other _2, he ple?d- *  

ed not guilty. Mr Justice Howard said that the accused were 'dedi- ■'.T 
cated revolutionaries.. .moved by a strong sense of grievance end 

frustration.' They were found guilty of 'terrorist’ activities 

which were 1 committed with intent to endanger the maintenance of 

law and order in ’South Africa. ’ Five .of-the accused (including Gwale-y','

e imprisoned for l i f e . ’. '. . . .—55 years old at the time) were

ing .on>ofr information to groups considered dangerous by the- 

has also .resulted ..in several convictions. One.of these,.

-JRenfrew Xhristie, was a student at Wits, and became president of 

-^jfcUSAS in 1272*, before studying at Oxford. -At the time of his 

detention he-was working as research fellow at SALDRU ( South Af- 

; rican Labour and Development Research Unit )  at UCT. J n  October 

1979 Christie was charged under the TerroriSir-sAct, -Internal Secur

ity Act, and the Atomic-Energy Act.

h U e  at Oxford, Xhristie was .contacted by the ANC and asked, to 

llect/information on energydn South Africa. He was given-a 

,rant to-do so?hy the- JUEFr{-International University Education,”

:undji, iwhere Xraio.Williamson, ex-Wits!SRC member and police -spy »V.‘ ’ V 

v:as well entrenched. During the trial-, .the defence stressed that',"- ; 

yVthe information -which Christie <wa s' -said to have given to  the ANC 

i j a s  freely available to-the public.-‘.V •* ■-. - J  .. .  j*

-j i i "  ' -r  ■'»"1r** ■ • :  . '= «. -v. t •

. -\Ju2ge El off recognised thatXhristie was a brilliant academic with . * "  

social conscience,’ yet Christie was sentenced to an effective 

■v'-'dO-̂ years -imprisonment. ■*' •* —

xrt •■.‘is ;jiot only people invc(ved.:in the anl wno get convicted 

-̂-on political charges.'Students challenging racist ani -Inferior -edu 

. -education .are -also considered dangerou* to the state , because-educoYibn' 

^education is such an important weapon of control Members of tre 

'•Soweto Students Representative Council, ( SSRC), formed during

• '"1976, were put in this position despite tr.eir police to av o id *______

-formal links with the ANC. Sechabe Montsitsiv +hf jfrd SSRC presi-' 

dent,*is still serving a sentence. He call*, a fc.r a boycott cf oaur 

in February 1977. kfoPe there wa> large d i^u io n  about strategy arc* 

principle amongst students in reiotiun to this issue, the si^rc tcker 

in April 1977 against rent increases, anc the demands for the resie- ‘ 

nation o f  the Urban Bantu Council for having passively accepted these 

increases, was united and unequivocal. Jn June j 977, while prepareticis 

. were being made for a June 16 Memorial -Service, police swoopec on a 

. house on Diepkloof, and Montsitsi and'21 -ethers were detained. They 

- 'remained in detention for over j i year before Montsitsi and 10 others 

were brought to trial on charges of sedition, and alternatively 
the Terrorism Act.
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