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A b o u t  27th Oct 89
S OM A FC O

D e a r  A & B,

It was g o o d  to hear f rom you; p eople s e e m e d  to have v a n i b h e d  out 
of our lives. I know, I know, It's us that has va nlshed, but 
it feels the o t h e r  w a y  around. We w o n d e r e d  w h a t  on e a r t h  had 
h a p p e n e d  to you, e x p e c t i n g  you to be on y our w a y  here, but 
you did the right t hing not l a n d i n g  in Dar.

Y o u r  d e s c r i p t i o n  of K itwe - dirt, poverty, crime, v i o l e n c v e -  goes 
for a l arge n u m b e r  of A f r i c a n  c o untries. Tanzania, for example.
T he d e p r e s s i n g  thing is that it is a d e t e r i o r a t i n g  situation, 
y o u  can see it s l i d i n g  into w o r s e  and w o r s e  m e s s  and corrpution.

I was in L u s a k a  for a week, but that was the w e e k  your l etter 
ar r i v e d  here. I w a n t e d  to tie up things, but didn't. L u saka is 
awful. E v e r y o n e  sc at t e r e d ,  no c o m m u n i c a t i o n , no transport, 
n o t h i n g  but g rey c e m e n t  w a l l s  w i t h  r azor w ire and b r o k e n  glass 
and g a t e s  like iron p r i s o n  g a t e s  l o c k e d  nd b a r r e d  at e very 
b u i l d i n g  and house. I need to s p e n d  some time there as there 
are a lot of p e o p l e  I w a n t  to Inter v i e w ,  b ut how to get hold 
o f them in a r e a s o n a b l e  s u c c e s s i o n  re m a i n s  tyhe problem. I 
was h o p i n g  to get a r e s e a r c h e r / o r g a n i s e r  to zr r a n g e  a p r ogramme 
for Zimbabwe, Zambia, B o tswana, but c a n ' t  r eally see it happening.

We are w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  you are p l a n n i n g  to do o ver Christmas, 
and if there is any p o s s i b i l i t y  of our j o i n i n g  up for some 
kind of jaunt. Our p r o b l e m  is no transport. We m i g h t  be rash 
and take a plane to L u s k k a  to try to m e e t  up w i t h  you, but w o u l d  
w a n t  s o m e t h i n g  m o r e  f or o ur m o n e y  - say a v i s i t  to a game 
area, or Vic Falls, or s o m e t h i n g  like that. A ny s u g g e s t i o n s ?
Any i n f o r m s a t i o n  a b o u t  tours?

So far our s tay here has b een mor>e f r u i t f u l  for me than for 
Rusty, w ho is r e a c h i n g  the stage w h e r e  he is j ust h a n g i n g  on 
w i t h o u t  a n y t h i n g  r e a l l y  p r o d u c t i v e  to do and b e i n g  m i s e r a b l y  
b ored m o s t  of ihe time. I have d one m a n y  i n terviews, it starts 
r o l l i n g  a fter s everal s l o w  w e e k s  as I get i n f o r m a t i o n  about 
d i f f e r e n t  people.

D o n ' t  w a n t  to w r i t e  a bout e v e n t s  back home. People b e c o m i n g  
e uphoric. T oni s ent c u t t i n g s  f r o m  the B r i t i s h  press. Well, yes, 
it is e x c i t i n g  and m a r v e l l o u s  and s o m e t h i n g  is h a ppening. It 
c a n ' t  c ome s oon e n o u g h  as far as this place is concerned.

M u c h  love
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