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SOMAFCO
About 27th Oct 89

Dear A & B,

It was good to hear from you; people seemed to have vanibhed out
of our lives. 1 know, | know, It"s us that has va nlshed, but

it feels the other way around. We wondered what on earth had
happened to you, expecting you to be on your way here, but

you did the right thing not landing in Dar.

Your description of Kitwe - dirt, poverty, crime, violencve- goes
for a large number of African countries. Tanzania, for example.
The depressing thing is that it is a deteriorating situation,

you can see it sliding into worse and worse mess and corrpution.

I was in Lusaka for a week, but that was the week your letter
arrived here. | wanted to tie up things, but didn"t. Lusaka is
awful . Everyone scattered, no communication, no transport,

nothing but grey cement walls with razor wire and broken glass

and gates like iron prison gates locked nd barred at every
building and house. I need to spend some time there as there

are a lot of people | want to Interview, but how to get hold

of them in a reasonable succession remains tyhe problem. 1

was hoping to get a researcher/organiser to zrrange a programme
for Zimbabwe, Zambia, Botswana, but can"t really see it happening.

We are wondering what you are planning to do over Christmas,

and if there 1is any possibility of our joining up for some

kind of jaunt. Our problem is no transport. We might be rash
and take a plane to Luskka to try to meet up with you, but would
want something more for our money - say a visit to a game

area, or Vic Falls, or something like that. Any suggestions?
Any informsation about tours?

So far our stay here has been mor>e fruitful for me than for
Rusty, who is reaching the stage where he 1is just hanging on
without anything really productive to do and being miserably
bored most of ihe time. |1 have done many interviews, it starts
rolling after several slow weeks as 1 get information about
different people.

Don"t want to write about events back home. People becoming
euphoric. Toni sent cuttings from the British press. Well, yes,
it is exciting and marvellous and something is happening. It
can"t come soon enough as far as this place is concerned.

Much Tlove
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