
Recent events point to subtle conscription changes

Hopes raised for 
new call-up system

I HE South African De- 
' fence Force carries 
into the new South

____Africa a stigma of
being a racist army which de
fends white minority rule 

| through the conscription of 
only white males over the age 
of 18 years. . , $

Defence Minister General 
Magnus Malan has repeatedly 

.said conscription would not be 
scrapped during this political dis
pensation. However, he has indi
cated the State’s harsh line 
against conscientious objectors 
might be softened.

”, The news that a rural relief 
worker has been exempted from 
national service has added impe
tus to growing speculation that 
conscription in its present form Is 
on its final legs. .

As the End Conscription Cam-* 
paign prepares for its annual con
gress next month, delegates are 
hoping it will be to put the contro
versial system to bed.

Since February 2 last year, 
President F.W. de Klerk has pro
mised that all racist legislation 
will go. One such law, often over
shadowed by the more prominent 
pillars of apartheid, is conscrip
tion.

Last month the Defence Force 
said 68 percent of its full-time 
component was white, 21 percent 
black, 10 percent coloured and 
one percent Indian.

Recent events indicate subtle 
changes have been introduced to 
the system.

The case of conscientious objec
tor Reverend Alan Storey (22) was 
postponed earlier this month until 
June 17 for a decision by the At
torney-General on whether to pro
ceed with the prosecution.

The move could indicate a new 
dispensation for conscientious ob-

THE lengthy postponement of 
the trial of conscientious ob
jector Reverend Alan Storey 
raised hopes that dram atic 
changes may be due in the fu
ture. PAULA FRAY reports.

jectors and the appeal against the 
sentence of priest Douglas Torr 
on May 20 is being eagerly await
ed.

In view of General Malan’e 
public statements on conscription 
it could be that conscription, in 
essence, could remain but the 
basis for deferment and exemp
tion be widened.

Basic national service was cut 
down to a year in 1989 as a result 

,of .the interim recommendation 
made by a Commission of Inquiry 
headed by Lieutenant-General 
Jan: van Loggerenberg, chief of 
the South African Air Force.

Many suspect the full report 
could bring even more good news 
for conscripts.

There is no doubt that military 
service, undertaken by thousands 
of young white male South Afri
cans, has been an albatross 
around the government’s neck.

While talks of reform and a 
new political dispensation abound 
it remains only whites who are 
conscripted to serve.

“Control of the military is the 
ace up the Government’s sleeve in 
the poker game of negotiations.

“Obtaining the bulk of its man
power from white conscripts 
helps ensure the military will be 
responsive to the state’s needs if 
there was a regression to a re
pressive situation,” ECC spokes
man Chris de Villiers said.

Speculation has been rife that 
compulsory military service 
might be scrapped for the form 
tion of a multi-racial, voluntary

special service battalions.
The Government may have 

only two alternatives — to scrap 
compulsory military service, or 
call up everyone in the form of a 
ballot system.

According to Mr de Villiers it 
would not be viable to call up ev
eryone as there would be about 10 
times more men available.

“The SADF is traditionally seen 
to protect the white minority. The 
state would be cautious not to 
train and arm people who don’t 
support their causes,” he said.

This would be contrary to past 
policies for a “reliable armed 
force” .

Mr de Villiers believes it is not 
impractical to change the system 
to a professional voluntary ser
vice: “The cost of implementing a 
voluntary non-racial army is not 
great. We already have a perma
nent force estimated at 60 000 
with another 60 000-odd conscripts 
at any given time.”

While maintaining its perma
nent members the Defence Force 
could have fewer short-term vol
unteers.

“One advantage is that you 
don’t have to train new conscripts 
every year. All the hidden costs 
associated with conscription, in
cluding administration, the brain 
drain and the loss in productivity 
are saved, he added.

Extra salary costs would be a 
small proportion of the total mili
tary budget.

Already a large number of con
scripts avoid the call-up. Yet, not 
many are prosecuted. One source 
said only about 40 out of 600 men 
due for a camp at Sandton Com
mand recently turned up.

The fact that the number of 
prosecutions do not link up to the 
number of no-showers was inter
preted by the ECC as an acknowl
edgement of the “moral and polit
ical embarrassment” .

The Daily News
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ECC says 
whites could 
challenge 
Defence Act

Saturday News Correspondent

7

JOHANNESBURG: Once 
the Population Registra
tion Act is repealed the 
Defence Act as it stands 
now could be challenged 
by white conscripts on 
the basis that the South 
African Defence Force 
was e x e r c is in g  its 
powers in a discrimina
tory fashion, argued the 
End Conscription Cam
paign yesterday.

Reacting to the Depu
ty Minister of Defence’s 
Press briefing on “ the 
phasing out of whites 
only conscription” this 
week, Attorney and ECC 
chairirian, Mr Chris de 
Villiers yesterday said: 
“The ECC’s interpreta
tion of the Defence Act is 
that the scrapping of the 
Population . Registration 
Act would remove the 
legal basis for a racially 
discriminatory call up.” 

The Defence Act, No 
44 of 1957, specifically 
states in its application 
of the Act that: “this Act 
shall not apply — (b) ex
cept in so far as it re
lates to any auxiliary or 
nursing service estab
lished under this Act, to 
females or persons who 
are not white persons as 
defined in section one of 
the Population Registra
tion Act, 1950 (Act No.30 
of 1950).”

However, the Deputy 
Minister of Defence, Mr 
Wynand Breytenbach, 
said this week that “dur
ing South Africa’s transi
tional phase conscription 
would be retained in its 
present form” .

At the briefing the De
fence Minister did how
ever, concede that under 
a new constitution there 
could be a different way 
of manning the SADF. 
fie added that under a 

/n ew  constitution it would

be unfair to expect only 
one part of the popula 
tion to be subject to con 
scription.

However, according to 
lawyers, military con
scription is currently not 
directly defined by the 
constitution. This means 
it could become open to 
legal challenge in terms 
of the requirement in ad
ministrative law — that 
delegated powers are not 
exercised unreasonably.

Conscription- lawyer 
Mr Michael Evans sup
ported the ECC view of 

' the Defence Act and said: 
“ If the Government re 
peals the Population 
Registration Act and 
they don’t amend the De
fence Act, theoretically 
all South African males 
will be liable for mili 
tary service.

“ If the Government 
then continues to call up 
only whites, the white 
conscripts could chal
lenge the law by arguing 
that only whites are 
being discrim inated 
against.

“It seems the Govern 
ment is therefore faced 
with two choices in pro
viding manpower for its 
army: it can either call 
up all race groups or it 
can move away from 
conscription and recruit 
volunteer professionals," 
said Mr de Villiers.

He said the ECC be
lieved the former option 
was unworkable and 
would only serve to ex 
acerbate tensions in so
ciety. .....

“ Instead we believe 
that the recruiting of 
professionals into a 
scaled down defence 
force is the most politic
ally sensible and cost ef
fective approach,” Mr de 
Villiers added.
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Dem onstrators  
call on Magnus 
Malan to resign
RUSH-HOUR com m uters trave lling  down 
Berea Road, Durban, yesterday were greeted 
by End Conscription Campaign members 
holding placards calling for the resignation of 
th e  M inister of Defence, General Magnus 
Malan. About 30 people took part in the dem
onstra tion . They held placards containing 
statements such as “ Magnus Minister of Of
fence”  and "Stop Magnus Before He Stops 
Y ou” . Here Brendan Moran (left) and Carey
Wilson also wish commuters a happy day

Picture: John Woodroof



Pamphlet declares 
‘war’ on toys

Berea Mail Reporter

especially unable to dis
tinguish between fantasy 
and reality, and they par
ticularly need to be pro
tected.

"That’s not to say we 
should make war toys so 
forbidden that they be
come attractive - that 
would be counter-prod
uctive," she explained.

Instead the intent be
hind the campaing is to 
encourage parents to 
make an informed deci
sion.

"The main thing is for 
parents to be aware of 
the alternatives to war 
toys and the repercus
sions that can come from 
them," Noreen said.

In Germany restric
tions have been placed 
on the advertising and 
packaging of toys.

Ilia Thompson, co
convener of the anti-war 
toy cam paign , said 
similar advertising in 
South Africa would be 
bcneficial. •

"Having such sophisti- 
cated toys available 
makes them more excit
ing, glamorous and ac
ceptable," Ilia said.

Berea Mail February 15,1991 5

BUY toys for peace not 
for war.

This was the message 
on about 3 000 pamph
lets distributed by the 
End Conscription Cam
paign at Christmas.

"War toys help to 
legitimise and make nat
ural a most unatural ac
tivity,” the pamphlets 
said. •

The pamphlets en
couraged parents not to 
buy toy guns, grenades, 
casspirs, bom bers or 
combat outfits.

Noreen Ramsden, co
convener of the Christ
mas anti-war toy cam-, 
paign said war toys per
sonified agression.

"Such toys encourage 
children to develop nega
tive traits and can instil 
dangerous instincts,” 
Noreen said.

But by ignoring such 
toys isn’ t one hiding 
reality from children?

"Children see things 
in black and white," 
Noreen responded.

"We need to protect 
our children. By encour
aging agression, or even 
allowing them to watch 
films which exploit sex, 
we are giving them a very 
disturbed view of reality.

"Young children are

"We are not going to 
stop the ‘goody-baddy’ 
story, but we can in
fluence parents and shop 
owners not to emphasise 
it more than necessary.

Furthermore the in
tention is not to un
dermine toy stores.

Ilia said a national t 
chain of toy ’«tores had -t 
been sympathetic and al- j 
lowed campaigners to | 
distribute pamphlets out- j 
side their stores.

"Naturally there is a \ 
commefcial interest be
cause those war toys sell, 
but we believe just by 
being there we influenc
ed people to buy some
thing other than a war 
toy," Ilia said.

The campaign was 
held in conjunction with 
tHte Durban Children’s 
Right Committee.

' Mr Cecil Sher, direc
tor of a national chain of 
toy stores, said war toys 
for ‘goodies and baddies’ 
had been going since 
Adam and Eve.

He said there was no 
recent escalation in the 
sale of war toys and in 
general soft toys were 
more popular.

James Butterworth, 
owner o f a loca l toy 
store, said playing with

toy guns was no different 
to the traditional cow
boys and Indians games.

"The change needs to 
come from adults. They 
are the ones who are 
playing with guns to 
detrimental effects,” Mr 
Butterworth said.

NOREEN Ramsden (left) and Ilia Thompson with posters depicting the 
anti-war toy campaign.
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Encouraging sign by magistrate in Alan Storev case
vlfopm \ L V r U™g. S . . df :  * °P  charges of refusine to in ...
SIR It is an encouraging de
velopment that the magistrate 
presiding when Rev Alan Storev 
fPPe^[ed in court on April 16 
told the accused that he was 
postponing the case until June 
17 while the decision was made 
as to whether to pursue the 
prosecution.

The magistrate was respond
ing to a request for a postpone
ment made by the prosecutor, 
n ? on the instructions 
of the Attorney-General of the 
rransvaal.

We call on the Attorney-Gen- 
eral to let reason prevail and to

drop the charges of refusing to 
serve in the South African De
fence Force (SADF), which have 
been raised against Mr Storey 

We support Mr Storey's stand 
as a Christian pacifist, opting 
for non-violence as the only 
true way to bring peace to our 
strife-torn country. We hope 
that others will be heartened 
and follow  his exam ple in 
choosing to address the prob
lems of our country through 
non-violent means.

Individuals have to take a 
stand against the ongoing cycle 
of violence, which is wreaking

havoc in our land. We commend 
Mr Storey for his display of 
courage and his commitment to 
building a new South Africa on
unity * ° l peace’ love and 

We call on President F.W. de 
Klerk, firstly, to ensure that the 
State will no longer prosecute 
those who refuse as a matter of 
S ? ^ ^ ’ ence to serve in the 
SADF We call on the President 
secondly, to abolish the system 
of conscription once and for all 

The facts that the courts are 
displaying what we interpret as 
a reluctance to prosecute Mr

Storey highlights the dilemma 
the courts face when conscrip
tion is still in force, yet the 
President is advocating nego
tiated peaceful channels to re-

Tho pUth ,^frica s problems.
President should demon

strate the seriousness of his 
commitment to non-violence by 
relegating the system of con
scription to the dustbin of prac
tices which are no longer ac
ceptable in the building of the 
new South Africa.

REVEREND FRANK 
CHIKANE 

General Secretary. SACC

d ) a d j j \ M x Jc &  

W \o v 'v c la j j  vA o j l | b



of compulsory military service
Albania
Austria
Belgium
Bulgaria v  
Czechoslovakia
Denmark 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Hungary 
Ireland 
Italy

2 years 
1 year

9 months
7 months 
i 1 year

1 year 
21 months

8 months
None 

1 yea

Poland % 
Portugal > y 
Romania 
Soviet Union 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Turkey 
UK

None 
1 year 

14 months 
18 months 

1 year 
16 months 

2 years 
1 year 

7.5 months 
4 months 

18 months 
K  ' None 

1 year

Why European governments are reassessing the worth of keeping millions of young conscripts in uniform

C
OMPULSORY military ser
vice, for many generations a 
fam iliar fact o f  life  for 
young European men, could 
be one o f the main casual
ties o f  the G ulf war. Several 
European countries are already 

considering shortening the period of 
conscription on the basis o f prelimi
nary assessments of the war’s impli
cations for the so-called New World 
Order. This may indeed, in some 
countries, lead to outright abolition.

The military committee o f Nato, 
the highest military body o f  the 
alliance, last week began preparing 
recommendations for a new strategy 
to be presented to a leadership 
summit later in the year.

Before them was an official study 
which concluded' that small, fast- 
moving units equipped with high- 
tech w eapons were the types o f 
forces needed to respond to crises 
expected in the post Cold War era.

The Gulf war was precisely such a 
crisis. It is exactly the type of Third 
World conflict that is likely to be 
repeated. In such cases there is little 
use for the vast armies of conscripts 
that have been recruited to match 
the numerical strength o f  the now- 
defunct Warsaw Pact. Significantly, 
all the European forces which took 
part in the v ictory  in the Gulf 
consisted entirely o f professionals. 

y,.t I 'v rrv  E u r o p e a n  m e m b e r  o f

back on defence budgets, in order to 
be able to present their electorates 
with a “peace dividend”.

France and Germany, the military 
heavyweights of continental Europe, 
have both begun m oves to boost 
their professional forces and reduce 
the role o f conscripts. During the 
Gulf conflict, the French fielded an 
all-professional force -  as did the 
British and the Americans -  and left 
their conscripts at home to guard 
the nation.

Though the French government is 
proud of France’s role -  the French 
travelling faster and further into 
Iraq than any o f  the other allied 
forces -  the French military effort 
came desperately close to collapse. 
France did not have a single spare 
reservist for the Gulf and its troops 
could not have continued fighting 
much longer. The lesson is not likely 
to be lost in a fundamental review of 
French defence strategy that is due 
to be completed this autumn.

President Mitterrand has already 
announced a two-month reduction 
in F ran ce ’ s 12-m onth national 
service from 1992 because o f the 
impending withdrawal o f French 
troops from Germany.-He has'also, j 
said conscription could eventually 
be phased out.

In Germany, where Chancellor 
Kohl has also announced a cut in the 
per iod  o f  c o n s r r i m  ion. his miim?

The need for conscripts is b^ing 
lessened daily by the cuts now tak
ing p lace in the strength of'th e  
German army. As part o f the agree
ment between Kohl and President 
Gorbachev to assuage Soviet fears 
o f re-unification, Germany will limit 
its army to 370,000 compared With 
the combined total o f 565,000 of 
the former East and West German 
armies.

Italy, too, is moving fast to apply 
the lessons o f the Gulf. A parlia
mentary commission reporting! last 
month recommended the abolition 
of conscription and the setting up of 
a Forza di Intervento Rapido, 
consisting o f amphibious and air 
mobile units that would be ready to 
fly to trouble-spots at short notice.

Italian law will need to be altered 
since Italy’s forces are constitution
ally limited to a defence role and a 
rapid deploym ent force  is ca te
gorised as offensive.

The moves are controversial both 
politically and militarily since the 
left-wing parties view with grave 
suspicion the prospect of a profes
sional army replacing a “people’s” 
army. Army chiefs are also opposed 
to Such change, fearing that the 
expensive new weaptmry that Would 

“ Tiave to be bought would go mostly- 
to the air force and the marines.

There is strong political pressure
fn 'V 'dnri '  i >»• >vnn ’-in-

The
call

MAGNUM

is based on cuts in both defence 
spending and in armed forces man
power, with projected im prove
ments in mobility and flexibility.

Although conscription  is to be 
reduced from  14 months to one 
year, defence minister Relus ter 
Beek said that future Dutch armed 
forces could not make do without a 
contingent o f draftees.

Scandinavian countries are 
moving in the same direction as the 
rest o f  Europe, but remain co n 
cerned about a continuing Soviet 
build-up in the Kola Peninsula close 
to their borders.

There can be little doubt that, in 
the short-term , the G ulf war 
experience will lead to reductions in 
conscription, accompanied by the 
emergence of rapid reaction forces, 
equipped with sophisticated equip
ment. In the longer term, as Nato 
and the EC contem plate a wider 
defence philosophy for the security 
o f  both  Europe and the outside 
world, the notion o f the “call-up” 
seems almost inevitably doomed.

last
up?

It was professional and 
highly-trained soldiers who 
fought and won the Gulf war. 
Their success has cast doubt 
on the need for compulsory 
national military service.
IAN MATHER reports

main right-wing opposition Partido 
Popular is trying to capitalise on the 
Socialists’ discomfort. In a rival doc
ument, the party ca lls fo r  “the 
gradual professionalisation o f the 
armed forces”, implying an eventual 
abolition o f conscription . In the 
short term, the PP will support cuts 
in military service to no shorter 
than eight months.

Aware that this could lose votes 
because of the unpopularity of mili
tary-service, the party is calling for 
“an urgent improvement in the men
tal and psychological conditions of 
conscription”. .

Other countries are less certain of

a future without military service. 
Greece and Turkey, for instartce, 
have no intention  o f  cutting 
conscription since each considers 
the other to be a threat.

Portugal has been forced  to go 
back on a decision announced last 
year to cut military service from a 
year to four months after discover
ing that the army would have to 
hire extra workers at a cost of $1.4 
million a year to cover work done 
by conscripts.

The Dutch last month unveiled a 
ten-year plan to bring about the 
biggest reorganisation o f their mili
tary since the Second World War. It

a * m m

Reluctant 
recruits: 
a band 
of fresh 
Swiss 
conscripts 
eye their 
future 
under arms



and till' EC contem plate a wider 
defence philosophy for the security 
o f both Europe and the outside 
world, the notion of the “call-up 
seems almost inevitably doomed.

Forced march to manhood
WHEN THE first sloppy  
conscript soldiers -  clad in 
khaki denim battledress and 
forage caps -  appeared in 
British garrison towns in 1939, 
compulsory military service 
was a novelty in the United 
Kingdom. Yet in other parts of 
Europe, generation after gener
ation o f young Frenchmen, 
Germans and Italians -  not to 
mention Russians, Poles and 
Hungarians -  had been marched 
off every autumn for a forced 
spell with the colours.

On the Continent, society  
was used to the idea that 
everyone went into the army 
after leaving school. The 
recruits knew from their  
fathers and relations what to 
expect and little fuss was made 
of it. But in the UK, the con
scripts were in total ignorance 
of the soldier’s life and made 
heavy weather of it.

Not surprisingly, conscription 
brought social change. 
Bewildered young men found 
themselves bundled together 
w ith contem poraries from  
other regions and different 
backgrounds. Barracks and 
camps became a social mixing 
bow l. Slow ly a new society

•  Ronald Payne
emerged as accents modified. 
Manners and use of language 
changed.

Amateur soldiers also became 
the subject of comic strips, 
radio and eventually TV pro
grammes. Non-commissioned  
officers replaced mothers-in- 
law as the butt of innumerable 
skits and raw recruits replaced 
battered husbands as national 
jokes.

In continental Europe the 
archetypal awkward squaddie 
o f literatu re w as ironically  
known as The Good Soldier  
Schweyk, the hero created by 
the Czech author Jaroslav  
Hasek. Through the cunningly 
innocent eyes of Schweyk, he 
launched into bawdy and irrev
erent comment on military and 
civil bureaucracy.

W ithout formal instruction 
conscripts acquired the rudi
ments of how to get drunk, how 
to fornicate and to learn the 
arts of brawling, lying, stealing 
and cheating. Yet in time of 
peace, involuntary military ser
vice can also prove boring and 
repetitive. Hours were spent

getting rid of bits of kit consid
ered undesirable by working on 
them with a razor blade until ; 
they were declared unservice- | 
able and replaced by the quar
termaster. More usefully, | 
recruits were forced to learn j 
how to clean things and sew on | 
buttons, skills until then prac- t 
tised only by their mothers.

Service in the call-up ranks j 
was equally unpopular in both 
Nato and Warsaw Pact forces as j 
the conscripts aim lessly  
soldiered on. During the Cold 
War, the only Europeans called 
upon to fight in earnest were 
the French and the British  
engaged in K orea and late- 
colonial wars.

Although most of the 500,000- 
strong French army in Algeria 
w ere con scripts, few  saw  
action. But their presence did 
have one im portant conse
quence. W hen G eneral de 
Gaulle’s regime was threatened 
by plotting professional French 
soldiers, the President ordered 
the young conscripts to disobey 
rebel officers. They listened on 
their transistors and displayed 
both dislike for militarism and 
loyalty to the republic by 
crushing the putsch.

SADDAM
HUSSEIN:
A Political 
Biography
E fra im  Karsh: The Centre fo r Defence
S tud iesK ings College London
In a ri Rautsi: The University o f Helsinki

Brassey's, the leading publisher of 
books on defence and international 
affairs announce the forthcoming 
publication of this compelling and 
uncompromising biography of one of 
the century's most infamous dictators.
It provides an impressive and vivid 
insight into his personality and 
motivation for taking the course that 
he did. A full account is given of his 
rise to power/his never - ending quest 
for survival and the ruthless strategies 
that he has employed both within and 
outside Iraq.

This important and definitive book 
offers the only comprehensive, 
objective and balanced account of 
Hussein's career, and is written by two 
foremost specialists in Middle Eastern 
affairs.

Available: April 29th Price £17.95
ISBN 0 08 041 326 9 hardback

O rder from  yo u r loca l bookshop, o r in  case o f 
d ifficu lty  con tac t Brassey's 5 0  Fetter Lane 
London EC4A 1AA U n ited  K ingdom  
Te|; + 4 4  71 3 77 4890 Fax: +44 71 377 4888
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tech weapons were ihe types of 
forces needed to respond to crises 
expected in the post Cold War era.

The Gulf war was precisely such a 
crisis. It is exactly the type of Third 
World conflict that is likely to be 
repeated. In such cases there is little 
use for the vast armies of conscripts 
that have been recruited to match 
the numerical strength o f the now- 
defunct Warsaw' Pact. Significantly, 
all the European'forces'which took 
part in the v ictory  in the Gulf 
consisted entirely of professionals.

Yet every European member of

The young find few 
attractions in spending 
months undergoing 
pointless military training

Nato except Britain has conscription 
-  for most it was a consequence 
inevitable after the Second World 
War. It has also been a longstanding 
tradition in virtually all non-Nato 
European countries.

The young themselves, of course, 
find few attractions in the thought of 
spending m onths in close  
confinement undergoing what many 
consider to be a pointless military 
training. And now that the threat to 
Europe has apparently disappeared, 
many governments are finding the 
concept harder to justify. Officials 
are also looking for ways to cut

m u ch  longer .  I lie lesson  is not likelj 
to be lost in a fundamental review of 
French defence strategy that is due 
to be completed this autumn.

President Mitterrand has already 
announced a two-month reduction 
in F ran ce ’ s 12-m onth national 
service from 1992 because of the 
impending withdrawal o f French 
troops from Germany.- He; has‘also 
said conscription could eventually 
be phased out. i ' /-A •;<!*•••■'I * •

In Germany, where Chancellor 
Kohl has also announced a cut in the 
period o f conscription, his ruling 
Christian Democratic Union, and its 
coalition  partner, Hans-Dietrich 
G enscher’s Free Dem ocrats, are 
pushing for a bigger role for the 
professional army. Their plan is that 
the professionals would be deployed 
outside the Nato area while the 
conscripts would serve only inside 
it.

Such a scheme requires a change 
in the German constitution. A ban 
which has been in force since the 
end o f  the S econd  W orld  W ar 
prevents any German troops from 
fighting outside the con fines o f 
Nato. A constitutional amendment of 
this nature would require a two- 
thirds parliamentary majority.

Kohl, h ighly em barrassed by 
taunts of Germany’s minimalist role 
in the Gulf war, is lobbying hard for 
the change. But the Chancellor has, 
until now, been hampered by the 
distinctly unenthusiastic opposition 
Social Democrats. They may or may 
not change their minds in an 
expected autumn vote on the issue.

all,\ l im i te d  Kt a  U e i e i u v  ro le  a n u  a  
rapid deploym ent force  is cate
gorised as offensive.

The moves are controversial both 
politically and militarily since the 
left-wing parties view with grave 
suspicion the prospect of a profes
sional army replacing a “people’s’ 
army. Army chiefs are also opposed 
to such change, fearing that the 
expensive new weaponry tliat would 

‘Tiave5 to be bought-would go 
to the air force and the marines.

There is strong political pressure 
to reduce or even abolish conscrip-

Greece and Turkey have 
no intention of cutting%  
conscription as each sees 
the other as a threat

tion  outright in Spain, where 
opin ion  polls  show  support for 
conscription among the young to be 
as low as 14 per cent.

The ruling Socialist government is 
embarrassed by the issue and is 
trying to keep it out o f next month’s 
local and regional elections. This 
w eek Madrid announced  it was 
delaying the publication of a posi
tion paper believed to include a pro
posal to cut m ilitary service to 
below the present nine months until 
after the election. The government 
claims that it is still awaiting the 
results of a sociological survey. The

by conscripts.
The Dutch last month unveiled a 

ten-year plan to bring about the 
biggest reorganisation of their mili
tary since the Second World War. It

J h e « . » u . . ' C  i n  l i l t  H . l | » i | U . i i a # )  " •  . . . . . .

jtary service, the party is calling tor 
an urgent improvement in the men

tal and psychological conditions of 
conscription".

Other countries are less certain of
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