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AFRICA
'HILDA WATTS FIGHTS 
SEGREGATION
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WTTT.n A WATTS, Communist member of the Johannesburg 
“  Citv Council spoke out stronalv on behall of the Non- 
European people at a special Council meeting on Novem
ber 10. Three Nationalists and three other reactionary coun- 
cillors presented a petition asking that all Non-Europeans 
be removed from Sophiatown, Martindale and Newclare.
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> Both the Ratepayer and the 
Labour members said they fully 
supported a policy o f segregation, 
but hoped to achieve it by means 
o f "‘ friendly agreement.” Hilda 
W atts 'a lone stood up for the right 
o f Non-Europeans to remain in 
the west and have new houses 
erected in place o f the present 
slum conditions.

One o f the reasons presented in 
favour of segregation was the re
cent rioting in Newlands and 
Westdene. Councillor W atts said, 
“ As a Communist 1 am opposed to 
all senseless violence. W e  con
demn rioting. But the real cause 
of the riots have nothing to do 
with Europeans and Non-Euro
peans living in the same area. The 
real causes are the poverty, mal
nutrition^ disease and lack o f edu
cation for Africans.”

She emphasised the fact that 
Non—Europeans had no vote, and 
therefore all members of the 
Council must be doubly careful 
when taking any steps that would 
effect a voiceless people.
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payers’ leader, said the majority 
o f Non-Europeans were in favour 
o f the segregation scheme. Miss 
W atts denied this, saying that re
sponsible leaders o f the Non-Eu
ropeans had declared they were 
defin itely not in agreement with 
the W estern Areas Scheme.

T h e  world today is watching 
South A frica ,” she said. “ Often 
they show signs o f uneasiness and 
even disgust when we perpetuate 
the very things our soldiers are 
fighting against. W e  must curb 
the activities o f the hate mer
chants.”

A ll councillors agreed it was 
mpossible to proceed with any 
rehousing schemes until the Gov
ernment allowed the Municipality 
to launch big building schemes. 
The Labour Party attacked the 
Minister, Mr. H. Lawrence, for 
failing to take steps in this direc
tion. The Government was accus
ed of putting the interests of pri
vate builders before the interests 
of the people who are in despe
rate need of accommodation.

As the debate extended to the 
time limit and no extension was 
applied for. no vote was taken on 
the motion.

SIXTH DIVISION 
CHARTER FOR 
AFRICANS

One o f the discussion groups in 
the Sixth S.A. Division has 
agreed upon the follow ing pro
gramme for South A frican  Native 
policy, as needing immediate im
plementation. The programme is 
intended to be a short-term policy 
o f immediate reforms, and is being 
circulated to all Union Defence 
Force Discussion Groups for their 
views, comment and amendment.

The programme is headad “ A  
Native Charter,” and reads: 

“ Believing that the principals o f 
the Atlantic Charter should be ap
plied to all the peoples o f South 
A frica , the follow ing programme
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BUT HOME BREWING MOTION 

DEFEATED
JOHANNESBURG. — A recommendation by the Non-European 
a Affairs Committee to permit home brewing: of kaffir-beer for 
a trial period of one year was defeated at the monthly meeting 
of the Johannesburg City Council on Tuesday, April 24, by twenty- 
one votes to nine.

or a Multi-

Talks

A lengthy debate on non-party 
lines was opened by Nationalist 
Dr. Ross who described the motion 
as “unchristian”, and wanted to 
know what would happen if every
one were allowed cocaine or dagga.

Communist Councillor Hilda 
Watts said it was absurd to suggest 
home brewing would lead to 
drunkenness and crime. Unfor
tunately these evils already existed. 
Vile concoctions were sold in back
yards throughout the city as sub
stitute for wholesome kaffir-beer 
which the people were not allowed 
to brew. £2,000 was collected every 
week in fines for illicit brewing.

“Drunkenness is a symptom of 
of a sick society,” she said. “Many 
women brew beer hi order to 
make enough money to make 
ends meet. They will continue 
with illicit trade as long as A fri
cans are not paid decent wages.” 
A motion like this could not be 

discussed without considerating the 
feelings of the people concerned. 
The Africans bitterly - resented 
police raids on their hom es at all 
hours of the day and night.

Miss Watts was supported by Mrs. 
M. Kirby, who said oppressive 
measures were creating a criminal 
class, forced to live in constant fear 
of the police. Councillor L. Berman 
too, made an appeal to grant the 
righ ts^  their Primary human

Councillor H. H. Verity, in 'op
posing the motion, said he was

afraid the confidence of the Non- 
European Affairs Committee would 
be abused. Councillor G. B. Gordon 
: T c,h^  a tirade against the “so- 

j called Advisory Boards” and their 
activities, holding them responsible 

: for putting pressure on the Council 
to introduce the scheme.

■ Councillor J. Fotheringham said 
his experience as a member of the 
Elliott Crimes Commission had 

j shown him that something must be 
done to keep people out of goal. He 
would vote in favour of the recom
mendation. If there was increase 
in crime, he would see the privilege 
was immediately withdrawn.
™ P -  Legum commented
?? sinister implications” of
Mr. Fotheringham’s threat to stop 
home brewing if crime Increases. 
He is drawing a red herring across 

the trail” , said Mr. Legum. “As a 
member of a very distinguished 
Commission, he knows that crime 
cannot be stopped unless certain 
fundamental steps are taken.” He 
would rather have seen the Council 

i discuss health, education, orrecre- 
| ation, instead of home brewing, 
i which was not a function of the 
home The people should be per
mitted to buy at properly super
vised bars and bottle-stores. Mr 
Legum voted against the motion.

Other speakers in favour of the 
: recommendation were Messrs B 
| Weinbrenn and J. Gray, and 
j against the motion, Messrs. O’Con 
nor, Brill and Van der Hoven.

HILDA WATTS

INCREASES FOR 
STRIKERS

cv — Tl*irty-:five
African women employed at Messrs, 

i Coleen Products went on strike on 
| Tuesday of last week in support of 

ir Meeting at their demands for increased wages.
j The Local Committee of the Trades 
Council was approached to assist 

juapisa.1 settling the dispute and j^cured 
roximate increases 
all workers »
1 strikers
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oi«***ij every worker now understands 
that low wages, long hours and intense ex- 

1 ploitation in any country or of any workers 
are a menace tc his own conditions. rr,>“ 
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. level of production in the ba< 
tries, the more will thr 
ing in those cou 
train not, 
conditi 

A

ADMINISTRATOR ON 
SEGREGATION

W ? U R ® ANT ~ ? £ eak lng  at th ^ Nat£l1Women s Institutes Congress in 
Marltzburg the Administrator of 
Natal, Mr. D. E. Mitchell, declared* 
“The tale of municipal housing hi 
South Africa is a tale of woe, a 
record of mistakes and frustration 
of every conceivable kind. We have 
everything in Natal—plagues, pesti
lence—everything but houses.

Most people were anxious to o\| 
their own homes and this appli/ 
to Non-Europeans also. Hor 
ownership made for stability in 
country. " 1

Referring to the Prime Mini 
statement it was the pob>j 
Government to have a fe\W 
tial areas set aside for th$ 
people, the Administrator { 
would mean large-scale < 
tion, because it was not i% 
squeeze the Indian into s 
which had been founejj 
for European occupati<;

“We propose tc see i 
perly housed in theijj 
Indians are here an/ 
live with them in the 
but we are not prep^ 
them socially, notj 
intolerant of them4] 
must keep a line ( 
we are to keepJ 
civilisation in 
Africa.”
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MR. MADELEY'S FIRST 

PUBLIC SPEECH 

SINCE ELECTIONS » r

[picture shows Mr. W . B. Madeley, M.P., leader of the 
Labour opposition in Parliament, at last night s meeting 

f in the St M ark’s Hall, Johannesburg. This was Mr 
Madelev’s first public appearance since the general 
election On his right is Miss Hilda Watts, another

speaker.
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I m e
[week is election week on 
tid. In Johannesburg the 
,ie is whether Labour will 
^ity Council from the 

ie  bankrupt Ratepayers’ 
\y. Labour’s victory appears to 

ra foregone conclusion, al- 
JTough it is doubtful whether 
cabour will gain a clear majority.

Big interest centres on the two 
rCommunist candidates, Hilda 
Watts and Rona O’Meara—first 
Communists to stand for Johan
nesburg’s City Council. It is un
fortunate that both are being 
opposed by Labour Party candi
dates, for it’s high time the Left- 
wing parties agreed to differ on 
certain issues and to unite on 
those they have in common. It 
is not for want of trying on the 
part of the Communist Party. In 
the Labour Party, too, are indi
viduals who are awake to the 
vital need for unity.

But, make no mistake, in these 
elections it is not the Communist 
Party which is responsible for 
splitting the progressive vote.

About Hilda
Hilda Watts is not only South 

Africa’s outstanding woman 
speaker, bar none—she is also a 
woman whose husband is in the 
Army, with the Sixth Div.; who 
has a young baby to care for. 
She does a competent job of 
work, is one of Johannesburg’s 
big army df flat-hunters, and 
feels strongly about Johannes
burg’s lack of civic amenities, not 
only on principle, but also be
cause they affect her and her 
baby daughter.

Eve; since I ’ve known Hilda, 
and that’s some years now, she 
has Men a member of the 
C o m^Mi n i s t Party — honest, 
courj^As. energetic. And those 
are ^^■uaiit ies  you need in a 
c*ity^ H^lor, although they are 

7 lacking.
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OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE SOUTH AFRICAN
FORCES SERVING ABROAD

NDED SORTIES WON 
U.D.F.’s SECOND VC.
IE King has conferred the Victoria Cross on T/Lt. 

lerard Ross Norton M.M., a member of the Union 
}ce Force seconded to the British forces in Italy. The 

3 says that he «displayed matchless courage, outstand- 
|iative and inspiring leadership. By his supreme gal- 

Jearless example and determined aggression, he 
}e successful breach of the Gothic Line in the sector 
jie was fighting.»
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A R M Y  H O W L E R S

We salute the 
rookie who

thought

H A N O V E R
w a s  t h e  
« morning after» 
a dust-up ' the 
night b e f o r e

L A C E R

News of the award of the V.C. 
to Lieut. Norton was brought to 
General Theron's headquarters 
in Rome by Major-General Haw- 
kesworth personally. He is 
General Officer Commanding 

j the Division in which Norton is 
serving, and in passing on the 
information of the award he 
states, «The full story of how 
Lieut. Norton won the award is 
epical. This is the f i r s t  
Victoria Cross to be awarded in 
my Division in this war.»

! General Hawkesworth added 
! that South African seconded 
officers in his Division had been 
splendid» and that he would 

like more of them.
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V .C .’s Sister 

Nursed Him
T'HE happiest South African 
**■ girl in Italy is Sister Olga 
Norton, the attractive twin of 
Lieut. Gerard Ross Norton. It 
was only 10 days before that 
Lieut. Norton had been dis
charged from No. 102 South 
African Combined General Hos
pital, where his twin had been 
able to attend him. Lieut. 
Norton had been wounded in 
the Gothic Line fighting.

Before being transferred to 
No. 102, Sister Norton had nurs
ed at No. 105 South African 
Combined General Hospital in 
Cairo. She played at full back 

| for the hospital team which for 
two years won the champion- 

Lieut. G.R. NORTON, V.C., M.M. ship of Egypt.

BIG LABOUR SUCCESS
JOHANNESBURG. —  Labour emerges from the 

Municipal Elections as the strongest single group in the 
City Council, for the first time in 23 years. The party now 
has 16 representatives, compared with 15 in the old Council.

Miss Hilda Watts secured the Berea seat (W ard Ten), 
as the first Communist to enter the Council. Only two Rate
payer or Independent Ratepayer candidates were returned, 
the Ratepayers’ representation thus being reduced from 17 
to 14.

Two new Nationalists were elected, bringing their offi
cial representation to four. In the new Council there will 
also be nine Independents, two leaning toward the 
Nationalists.

Although Labour is the big
gest group in the new Council, 
it needs six supporters from 
other groups to secure a ma
jority vote. If the Communist 
vote goes with them, five other 
votes will have to come from 
the Independents.

Labour has stated it will not 
co-operate with the National
ists. The Independents thus pre
serve the precarious balance of 
power in the new Council.

The successful candidates, in

an election which brought many 
surprises, were: LABOUR — Mr. 
C. Legum, Mr. A.R. Bloch, Mr. 
E. Boylan, Mr. W. Riley, (all 
unopposed), Mr. D.H. Epstein 
(leader of the group) and Mr. B. 
Bennet. COMMUNIST — Miss 
Hilda Watts. RATEPAYERS or 
INDEPENDENTS ... Mr. J.F.D. 
Louw (Braamfontein, Hospital), 
Mr. J. Mincer (Von Brandis) Mr. 
JJ. O'Connor (Malvern). NA
TIONALISTS —- Dr. G.E.N. Ross 
and Mr. P. Kock.



Hilda Watts 
Reports

NEW CANDIDATES 
ANNOUNCED

JOHANNESBURG.—Describing it as a unique historical event 
in Municipal politics Mr. Michael Harmel opened the first 

report-back meeting of the Communist Councillor for Hillbrow- 
Berea, Miss Hilda Watts. “ She promised you at election time 
she would report back, and she has kept her promise/’ he said. 
“She will now tell you what she has done with your mandate, 
and will ask you to tell her what you would like to be done 
in the Council/’

Hilda Watts gave an account of 
the activities of the City Council 
and the part she had played in it. 
She spoke at length on social wel
fare and the other work done by 
the Council, and discussed the 
City’s finances.

“The re-election of the Commit
tees at the beginning of the session 
was my first insight into the ac
tivities of the Councillors. The 
Communist Party, however, keeps 
above these petty intrigues.”
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PROPOSED
COMMUNIST
CANDIDATES

JOHANNESBURG.—The Jo
hannesburg District of the 
Communist Party have an
nounced their decision to 
contest the following wards 
in the October Municipal 
Elections: Ward 3, Hospital 
Hill, Braamfontejn; Ward 6, 
Von Brandis; Ward 4, Orange 
Grove; W a r d  7, Yeoville; 
Ward 12, Booysens.

The Communist P a r t y  
adopted the following pros
pective candidates: Mrs. Molly 
Fischer, Mr. Michael Harmel, 
Mr. Issy Wolfson, Advocate 
Franz Bosh oft and Mr. Danie 
du Plessis.

A vote of enngjonce in Hilda 
Watts for what she had done for 
the voters in Ward lb was moved 
from the floor. Then, as a sur
prise, Advocate Frans Boshoff 
was announced as the prospec
tive Communist candidate for 
that ward in th > next election 
in October.
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Frans Boshoff was received with 
tremendous applause. He said 
people had been accusing the Com
munist Party in South Africa of 
cashing in on the successes of the 
Red Army. In reply to that he 
said the Communist Party is 
founded on the same principles as 
the Party in Russia, and they are 
guided by the same principles. The 
Party would never end its fight for 
the oppressed and the workers. I f 
more Communist councillors were 
returned to the Council, it would 
have a tremendous effect on the 
rest of South Africa.

Soviet
Celebration
Red Army's Birthday

CAPE TOWN.—The Red Army 
will celebrate its 27th anniversary 
on February 23, and various events 
have been arranged to take place 
in various centres of the Union be
fore that date. The local branch of 
the Friends of the Soviet Union 
has arranged two mass rallies—at 
the City Hall on Wednesday, Feb
ruary 21, at 8 p.m. and the Muizen- 
berg Pavilion on Wednesday, Feb
ruary 26, at 8 p.m.

Mr. I. Glyn Thomas, who is fly
ing here from Johannesburg, will 
address both meetings and the first 
will also be addressed by M. A, 
Brenac, French Consul, M. A. Bla- 
hovsky, Czech Consul-General, and 
Mr. I. Ziabkin, U.S.S.R. Consul- 
General.

At Germiston on Sunday, Febru
ary 18, a grand concert will be held 
in the Roxy Theatre, featuring the 
Russian Balalaika Orchestra. The 
Consul-General for the U.S.S.R. 
will also be present here. The 
Benoni branch of the F.S.U. is co
operating with the local branch of 
the Medical Aid for Russia Fund to 
show the Soviet film, “The Russian 
People,” at the Town Hall on Wed
nesday, February 21.

At Springs, arrangements have 
been made for a similar celebration.

The Friends of the Soviet Union 
are giving an all-Russian concert 
at the City Hail. Johannesburg, on 
February 17 at 8 p.m., to celebrate 
Red Army Week.

<3> -------------------------

Food Meetings
An open air meeting on the food 

question was held last week by the 
Woodstock-Castle Group of the 
Communist Party in Woodstock at 
the corner of Victoria and Moun
tain Roads. The speakers were Sam 
Goldberg, David Dryburgh (Coun
cillor for the Ward) and Sheila 
Horvitch. Meetings will be held 
regularly at the same time and 
place every Wednesday evening in 
future.

Everyone will be there—meet them 
at the PEOPLES FAIR
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At a six-hour session of the Johannesburg City Council on 
Tuesday, July 24, the vigilance of Labour and Communist 
councillors succeeded in combating two reactionary proposals 
for the restriction of a free press and free speech.

The General Purposes Committee 
put forward a recommendation that 
editorial space be purchased in the 
“Bantu World” to publicise the 
work being done by the Council for 
non-Europeans.

Communist Hilda Watts attacked 
the resolution, stating, “No person 
with any respect for the freedom of 
the press could possibly support 
such a proposal The purchase of 
editorial space is a bad and un

recommended that the Council 
seek powers “to prevent persons 
from holding public meetings and 
congregating for such purposes 
with others in any garden, park, or 
open or enclosed space under the 
control of the Council without the 
consent ol the Council.”

Councillor Bennie Weinbrenn 
said these areas were the property 
of the people who had the right to 
assemble where they pleased.

anddemocratic principle. There are Councillors Berman, Legum 
many other ways to keep the people . Waring added their protests, and 
informed of what the Council is . Councillor Watts said: “This is a 
doing. She alleged the African I 
people already regard the “Bantu 
World” as a kept paper of the 
Chamber of Mines: particularly
since the one-sided report of the 
Mine Wages Commission. *

question of the greatest import
ance. Free speech is a fundamental 
right of the people, and open-air
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TO COMBAT COMMUNISM”

“The best advertisement we 
could give,” she said, “would be 
to provide amenities for the 
people, such as sewerage and 
electric light.”

Ratepayer James Grey said all the 
amenities would be provided “ in 
good time.” It was necessary for 
the Native Attairs Department to

notypes doubly valuable: 
as successful manipula- 
t difficult technique, and 
as counterparts in colour 
Lipschitz’s approach to 
to his woods and stones.

L.N.D.

Councillor Watts was supported 
by Mrs. J. Waring, Mr. B. Wein
brenn, and Mrs. Jessie MacPher- 
son. It was left to Councillor J. 
Fotheringham to blow the gaff. 
“This is being done,” he annaunced, 
“ to combat the Communism being 
put across the natives to-day!” 
Having accused half the Labour 
members of being Communists in 
disguise, our local prophet of doom 
said either we fight this propa
ganda or we are in for a lot of 
trouble in South Africa!

Councillor Colin Legum was 
called to order by the Mayor for en
quiring whether the motion was de-

) CAPE TOWN 
{FORMANCES
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:ul theatre, all but ready

performances deserved the crowds

rashington Slept Here," by George 
id Moss Hart, produced by Mary 
true farce. One expected nothing 

laugh and that one got. The 
a good pace throughout, and 
in unison. Cynthia Klette and 
ert are fine comedy actresses and 
lay was inclined to drag in the 

they got jt well in hand and 
the honours. I must mention 
as Miss Wilcox, “ who never 
Jlen^j^ce of work. I liked 

although he 
the accent, 

decor

munist propaganda to be put out 
by the Chairman of the Native 
Affairs Committee. The motion was 
referred back by 16 votes to 13.

FOR FREE SPEECH

In another resolution of the 
1 General Purposes Committee it was

HILDA WATTS

meetings are the forum of the 
working man It cannot be argued 
that this is a way to preserve the 
peace.” This resolution, too, was 
defeated . and referred back to 
the Committee. •

WANDERERS v. RAILWAYS
The Council debated the question 

of the Wanderers versus the South 
African Railways for two and a 
half hours without any new pro
posals being made, or any con
structive information b e i n g  
brought to light.

Communist Councillor Sam Kahn 
of Cape Town was a guest of the 
Johannesburg City Council at this 
meeting.

Children ! For lots of fun and friendship, 
write now to “ Old Snoczer, Johannesburg,” 
and join the famous Old Snoozer Club.
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