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AN  O P E N  A P P E A L

C o n c e r n i n g  the g r a n t i n g  of p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  and r e f u g e e  status 

to S o uth A f r i c a n  C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s

E v ery y e a r  a n u m b e r  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o n s c r i p t s  l eave the 

c o u n t r y  of their b i r t h  b e c a u s e  they are not p r e p a r e d  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e  in the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  F o r c e  (S A D F ) and its 

a p a r t h e i d  wars. O b v i o u s l y  we w o u l d  like these p e o p l e  to stay 

i nside S o uth A f r i c a  and c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  the s t r u g g l e  for a 

new s ociety. H o w e v e r  the r e a l i t y  of the s i t u a t i o n  is that for 

m a n y  - who are not u n i v e r s a l  r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s ,  and are not 

p r e p a r e d  to s e r v e  a te r m  in jail and who can no l o n g e r  c o n t i n u e  

a v o i d i n g  the SADF - the c h o i c e  is b e t w e e n  e x i l e  and s e r v i c e  in 

the SADF. This letter, b e i n g  an a t t e m p t  to a d d r e s s  the needs 

of t h o s e  i n d i v i d u a l s  o p t i n g  for exile, is an o p e n  a p p e a l  re the 

s t a t u s  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  w a r  r e s i s t o r s .

This ap p e a l  is a d d r e s s e d  to the g o v e r n m e n t  of the f o l l o w i n g  

c o u n t r i e s :

A u s t r a l i a  The N e t h e r l a n d s

A u s t r i a  New Z e a l a n d

B e l g i u m  N o r w a y

B o t s w a n a  P o r t u g a l

C a n a d a  Spain

D e n m a r k  S w a z i l a n d

F e d e r a l  R e p u b l i c  of G e r m a n y  Sw e d e n

F r a n c e  S w i t z e r l a n d

G r e e c e  The u n i t e d  K i n g d o m

Italy The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of A m e r i c a

L e s o t h o  Z i m b a b w e

a d d r e s s  this a p p e a l  to you in l i ght o f :

1.1 Yo u r  c o m m i t m e n t  to s u c h  f u n d a m e n t a l  r i g h t s  as f r e e d o m  of 

c o n s c i e n c e ,  s p e ech, a s s o c i a t i o n  of m o v e m e n t  and religion.

1.2 Y o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  to a p a r t h e i d  and r a c i s m  of a n y  kind.

1.3 Y o u r  e n d o r s e m e n t  of the G e n e v a  C o n v e n t i o n  and the D e c l a 

r a t i o n  of H u m a n  Rights.

1.4 The U.N. s e c u r i t y  c o u n c i l  r e s o l u t i o n  3 3 / 1 6 5 o f  1978 re the 

s t a t u s  of SA c o n c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  (see A p p e n d i x  2).



2 * We d r a w  yo u r  a t t e n t i o n  to the f o l l o w i n g  f a c t s ;

2.1 The S o u t h  A f r i c a n  D e f e n c e  F o r c e  (S A D F ) and those s e r v i n g  

in it are e n g a g e d  in r e g u l a r  c o n t r a v e n t i o n s  of i n t e r n a 

ti o n a l  law;

a) by i l l e g a l  o c c u p y i n g  N a m i b i a

b) by  r a ids into n e i g h b o u r i n g  c o u n t r i e s

2.2 The S A D F  is used as a p o l i t i c a l  w e a p o n  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i t y  

lea d e r s ,  and a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  by 

e n t e r i n g  and o c c u p y i n g  B l a c k  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s  w i t h i n  

S o uth A-firica and by a s s i s t i n g  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  P o l i c e  

in d e t a i n i n g  l arge n u m b e r s  of p e o p l e  as pa r t  of the S o u t h  

A f r i c a n  G o v e r n m e n t  s t r a t e g y  to m a i n t a i n  its d o m i n a t i o n  of 

the m a j o r i t y  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c i t i z e n s .

2.3 All m a l e  c i t i z e n s  c l a s s i f i e d  "white" by the S o uth A f r i c a n  

G o v e r n m e n t  are s u b j e c t  to c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  service. 

A f t e r  an init i a l  p e r i o d  of 2 y e ars e a c h  c o n s c r i p t  is 

r e q u i r e d  to s erve two y e ars d i v i d e d  o v e r  a 12 ye a r  period. 

A l t h o u g h  the total p e r i o d  of c o n s c r i p t i o n  is thus 4 years, 

m i l i t a r y  d e m a n d s  e x t e n d  o v e r  a 14 year p e r i o d  at least, 

a f t e r  w h i c h  the c o n s c r i p t  is still l i a b l e  for s e r v i c e  

u ntil he is 55 y e a r s  old.

2.4 D u r i n g  this p e r i o d  of c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  w h ite

m a les w i t h i n  the a g e s  of 18 and 55 can be c a l l e d  upon to 

i nvade n e i g h b o u r i n g  s o v e r e i g n  s t a tes, to s u p p r e s s  the 

f u n d a m e n t a l  h u m a n  f r e e d o m s  of t heir b l a c k  f e l l o w  c i t i z e n s  

and in m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  to kill them.

2.5 A d i s t u r b i n g  n u m b e r  of men c o m m i t  s u i c i d e  each year w h i l e  

in the SADF. In 1986 the M i n i s t e r  of D e f e n c e  r e p o r t e d  

the f i g u r e  of 429 a t t e m p t e d  suicides wi t h  24 r e s u l t i n g  in 

d e a ths. S u i c i d e  mu s t  be r e c o g n i s e d  as a p o s s i b l e  d e s p a r a t e  

m e t h o d  of r e f u s i n g  to fu l f i l  the d u t i e s  i m p o s e d  on 

c o n s c r i p t s .

3. W i t h i n  this s i t u a t i o n  we have to r e p o r t  the e x i s t e n c e  of 

e x t e n s i v e  o p p o s i t i o n  to c o n s c r i p t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  by most of



the m a j o r  C h u r c h e s  a n d  the p r o g r e s s i v e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  in 

So uth A f r i c a  and p r o m o t e d  by the End C o n s c r i p t i o n  C a m p a i g n  

and the C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t o r s  S u p p o r t  G r o u p  who b r a v e l y  

s u s t a i n  t heir e f f o r t  d e s p i t e  the fact that their l e a d e r s  and 

m e m b e r s  are o f t e n  a m o n g  t h ose m o s t  f r e q u e n t l y  and s e r i o u s l y  

h a r r a s s e d  by s e c u r i t y  forces.

4. We h i g h l i g h t  the c h o i c e s  fa c i n g  o b j e c t o r s

4.1 U n i v e r s a l  r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t s  can a p p l y  for a l t e r n a t i v e  

se r v i c e .  T h i s  c a t e g o r y  a p p l i e s  to o n l y  a small g r o u p  of 

i n d i v i d u a l s .

4.2 Six y e a r s  in jail.

4.3 L e a v e  S o u t h  A f r i c a  and i l l e g a l l y  e v a d e  the c all-up.

4.4 L e a v e  S o u t h  A f r i c a  and go into exile.

All the a l t e r n a t i v e s  are d i f f i c u l t  o n e s  i n v o l v i n g  e x t r e m e  

s a c r i f i c e  on the part of the o b j e c t o r .  F u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  

c o n c e r n i n g  t hese o p t i o n s  are g i v e n  in a p p e n d i x  1. In 

the f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n  we deal p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  the option 

of exile. Our call in S o u t h  A f r i c a  is for p e o p l e  to st a y  

and c o n t r i b u t e  to the s t r u g g l e  for a new soc i e t y .  D e s p i t e  

this call the r e a l i t y  of the s i t u a t i o n  is that ve r y  often 

an o b j e c t o r ,  for one r e a s o n  or a n o t h e r /  is u l t i m a t e l y  

faced w i t h  a c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  e x i l e  and s e r v i c e  in the SADF. 

When this s i t u a t i o n  d o e s  a r i s e  the p a r t i c u l a r  o b j e c t o r  

s h o u l d  r e c e i v e  e v e r y  a s s i s t e n c e  to f o l l o w  their c o n s c i e n c e .

5. W i t h  r e g a r d  to e x i l e

5.1 A l i m i t e d  n u m b e r  of S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o n s c r i p t s  ho l d  dual 

n a t i o n a l i t y  b e i n g  a l s o  c i t i z e n s  of a n o t h e r  cou n t r y .  This 

e n a b l e s  t h e m  to l e a v e  S o u t h  A f r i c a  and take up r e s i d e n c e  

and e m p l o y m e n t  e l s e w h e r e .

5.2 The l a r g e  m a j o r i t y  ha v e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c i t i z e n s h i p  on l y  

and face the p r o s p e c t  of liv i n g  as a l i e n s  in a fore i g n  

c o u n t r y  w i t h  all the h a r d s h i p s  and i n c o n v e n i e n c e s  that 

i m p l i e s .



5.3 Even for t h ose w i t h  c i t i z e n s h i p  of a n o t h e r  c o u n t r y  e x i l e  

m e a n s  f o r s a k i n g  the land of their birth, family, f r i e n d s  

and u p b r i n g i n g ,  i n d e e d  a l m o s t  the e n t i r e  r a n g e  of p s y c h o l o 

gical, e m o t i o n a l ,  so c i a l  and e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  built 

up in the c o u r s e  of their lives. E x i l e  is c e r t a i n l y  not 

the e a s i e s t  a l t e r n a t i v e  to c o m p u l s o r y  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  in 

the SADF. Yet, t h e r e  is l i t t l e  d o u b t  that for m a n y  exile 

is p r e f e r a b l e  to a c c e p t i n g  the c o n s e q u e n c e s  of remaining in 

S o u t h  A f r i c a  to face p r o s e c u t i o n .

6. We t h e r e f o r e  p l a c e  b e f o r e  you our r e q u e s t  that S o u t h  A f r i c a n  

c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  be g r a n t e d  p o l i t i c a l  a s y l u m  and 

r e f u g e e  s t a t u s  and be p r o v i d e d  wi t h  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n i t y  to 

live a c c o r d i n g  to the d i c t a t e s  of t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e .

7. It m u s t  be s t r e s s e d  that the e f f o r t s  of c e r t a i n  c o u n t r i e s  

a d d r e s s e d  a b o v e  t o w a r d s  the ends o u t l i n e d  here have not in 

any w a y  be e n  o v e r l o o k e d .  It may be that t heir p r e p a r e d n e s s  

to a s s i s t  t h e s e  r e f u g e e s  f r o m  the S o u t h  A f r i c a n  war will 

s e r v e  as an example t o o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s  to a s s i s t  in the same 

m a n n e r .

SIGNATURE. N A M E P O S I T I O N



A P P E N D I X  1

The a l t e r n a t i v e s  to m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  are:

1 • C o n s c i e n t i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  on R e l i g i o u s  gro u n d s .

An a p p l i c a n t  for this a l t e r n a t i v e  must s a t i s f y  the a u t h o 
ri t i e s  that he is an u n i v e r s a l  p a c i f i s t  for r e l i g i o u s  
reasons. No o t h e r  r e a s o n  be it moral, p o l i t i c a l ,  p h i l o 
s o p h i c a l  or h u m a n i t a r i a n ,  coun t s .  A p p l i c a t i o n s  for this 
a l t e r n a t i v e  are m a d e  to the B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n .

The s u c c e s f u l  a p p l i c a n t  is o b l i g e d  to p e r f o r m  a l t e r n a t i v e  
s e r v i c e  for one and a half t imes the l e n g t h  of any 
o u t s t a n d i n g  m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  W h e r e  no m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  
has b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  this m e a n s  6 y e a r s  of a l t e r n a t i v e  
s e rvice. The M i n i s t e r  of M a n p o w e r  e m p l o y s  the r e l i g i o u s  
o b j e c t o r  a c c o r d i n g  to the n e e d s  for the s t a t e s  b u r e a u c r a c y .  
The o b j e c t o r  thus ve r y  o f t e n  finds h i m s e l f  s t ill s e r v i n g  
the a p a r t h e i d  g o v e r n m e n t  th o u g h  not d i r e c t l y  in the 
m i l i t a r y  arm.

Be t w e e n  1983, w h e n  the B o a r d  for R e l i g i o u s  O b j e c t i o n  
was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  and J u n e  1987 1248 p e o p l e  a p p l i e d  
to the B o a r d  for O b j e c t o r  s t a tus. 1228 w e r e  a c c e p t e d  
and 20 tu r n e d  down.

2. R e f u s a l  t-g-.serve in the SADF.

R e f usal to s e r v e  in the S A D F  for r e a s o n s  o t h e r  than 
be ing a u n i v e r s a l  r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t  e n t a i l s  i m p r i s o n m e n t  
for up to one and a half t i mes the le n g t h  of any o u t s t a n 
ding m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e .  R e f u s a l  by a n e w  c o n s c r i p t  
may e n t a i l  6 y e a r s  i m p r i s o n m e n t .

It is w i d e l y  r e c o g n i s e d  that the a c c o m o d a t i o n  of o b j e c t i o n  
on r e l i g i o u s  p a c i f i s t  g r o u n d s  in not to f a c i l i t a t e  
c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t i o n  but in fact to d e t e r  c o n s c r i p t s  
from a p p l y i n g  and to l i m i t  the e x t e n t  of o b j e c t i o n  
on these g r o u n d s .  T h e r e  is no a c c o m o d a t i o n  of c o n s c i e n 
tious o b j e c t o r s  in a b r o a d  sense, in a n y  form of a l t e r n a 
tive c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e ,  d e s p i t e  r e p e a t e d  r e q u e s t s  and 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .

It is c l e a r  that the p e r i o d  for w h i c h  an o b j e c t o r  is 
c o m m i t t e d  to b u r e a u c r a t i c  " c o m m u n i t y  s e r v i c e "  (in the 
case of a r e l i g i o u s  o b j e c t o r )  or to p r i s o n  (in the 
case of o t h e r  o b j e c t o r s )  is an i n d i c a t i o n  that such 
p e r s o n s  are b e i n g  p u n i s h e d  for a p p e a l i n g  to a c o n s c i e n c e  
d i f f e r e n t  from that of the g o v e r n m e n t  and the SADF.
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RESOLUTION 33/165
%

Status of persons refusing service in military 

or police forces used to enforce apartheid

*• i

The General A s s e m b l y ,

Mindful that the Char'ter of the U n i t e d  Rations sets forth, as one of the 

purposes of the Organization, the achievement of international co-operation in j

promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms

for all without distinction as to race, sex, language or.religion, :

[
Recalling article 18 o f  the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1/ which [

states that everyone has the right to freedom of thought,- conscience and religion, j!

i
• Conscious that the Proclamation of Teheran, 2/ the Lagos Declaration for Action 

against Apartheid 3/ and other United Nations declarations, conventions and .

resolutions have condemned apartheid as a crime against the conscience and dignity
• '  r  *

of mankind, •’

Having regard to section II, paragraph 11, of the Lagos Declaration, which 
proclaims that the United Nations and the international community have a special 

responsibility towards those imprisoned, restricted o r  exiled for their struggle 

against apartheid,

Taking note of the report o f  the Special Committee against A p a r t h e i d , h/

1. Recognizes the right of all persons to refuse service in military or 

police-forces which are u s e d  to enforce a p a r t h e i d ;

' 2. Calls upon M ember States to grant asylum or safe transit to another 

Ste.te, in the spirit of the Declaration on Territorial Asylum, 5/ to persons 
coDipelled to leave their country o f  nationality solely because of a conscientious 

objection to assisting in the enforcement of apartheid through service in military 

or police forces;

3. Urges Member States to consider favourably the granting to such persons 

of all the rights and benefits accorded to refugees tinder existing legal 

instruments;

U. Calls upon appropriate U nited Nations bodies, including the United 

Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, the specialized agencies and 

non-governmental organizations, to provide all necessery assistance to such 

p e r s o n s .

1/ General Assembly resolution 217 A  (III).

2/ Final Act of the International Conference on Human Rights. (United Nations 

pub lie a t i o n , Sales N o . E / 68 .XIV .2.) , p~i 3~t
3/ A/CONF.91/9 (United Nations publication, Sales No. E.77.XIV.2 and 

corrigendum), sect. X.

1)/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirty-third S e s sion,

Supplement No. 22 (A/33/22 and C o r r .1). "

5/ General Assembly resolution 2312 (XXIl), annex..
I11
I

( P a s s e d  u n a n i m o u s l y  by a c c l a i m )  j
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