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PETITION
Four Steps In

GshluXx* A t t

FOR PARADISE
Nat. Policy

NOW COMETH ECONOMIC APARTHEID—
BUT WHAT IS IT ?

IN  the debate on the Group Areas Bill in May last, Dr.
■ Donges, Minister of the Interior, referred to a petition 
which was signed by more than 230,000 people and presented 
to Parliament in 1939. He quoted this petition in support of 
his argument that the Nationalist Party was legislating in 
accordance with popular desires.

Economic ApartheidIt asked:
" . . .  that legislation shall be 

passed without delay
(1) To prohibit all mixed marriages 

between Europeans and non- 
Europeans;

(2) To make punishable as an
offence all miscegenation be
tween Europeans and non-
Europeans;

(3) To put a stop to European and 
non-European living together 
in the same residential areas;

(4) To carry out economic as well
as political segregation be
tween Europeans and non-
Europeans.”

Dr. Donges declared that his 
Government had met the first two 

, demands by the passing of the 
JVIixed Marriages Act and the 
Immorality (Amendment) Act. He) 
said that the Group Areas Act!
would give effect to the third de
mand; and he stated that the 
fourth demand (economic as well 
as political apartheid) “must still
be done.”

Political Apartheid
The Government has signified its 

determination to proceed with 
legislation to place Coloured voters 
on a separate roll. This will cer
tainly be done during the coming 
session of Parliament, and will 
satisfy the so-called desire for- 

/'political partheid.”
In  this regard, Dr. D onges! 

,j m ade a point o f  te lling  P arlia 
m ent that he had looked at the j 
P etition  at a page show ing the j 
nam es o f  signatories in the con - 
siituency o f  M a jor Van der Byl 
(Green P oin t), and, he said, “ I 
am  quite sure that there are 
m em bers sitting on the O pposi
tion  benches to-day w hose nam es 
appear in this petition.”
Perhaps it is his intention to seek 

such names for use when he intro
duces his Bill to remove the 
Coloureds from the Common Roll. 
It may be that many people sup
ported the Petition in 1939 without 
knowing or caring what its full 
implications might be.

To-day, with the threat to dim
inish the political rights of the 
Coloured people, the phrase 
“political segregation” conveys a 
meaning that none thought of in 
1939.

After dealing with the Coloured 
Vote, there will remain only one 
last demand of the Petition which 
remains to be fulfilled. That is 
economic apartheid.

There can  be no doubt w hat
soever that this P etition  referred 
to  by  Dr. D onges w as inspired 
by  the N ationalists as part o f  
their political schem ing.
One must look to their official 

policy in order to discover what the 
Nats, mean by economic apartheid. 
Does it mean that the different 
racial groups must not operate on 
the same labour market? Does it 
mean that certain industries must 
he reserved for one particular 
racial group? Does it mean that
European and non-European must
not work in the same factories or 
warehouses? Does it mean that
non-Europeans must be paid lower
rates than Europeans?

The official policy of the Nation- | 
alist Party reveals that it can mean 
one or all of these things. For 
exxample, they talk of 

“an equitable quota system and 
segregation policy in the pro
vision of employment for both 
Europeans and non-Europeans.”
On the other hand, in dealing | 

with the non-European “as an 
economic factor,” they declare:

“ . . .  in their (the Natives’) 
own interests, and with a view 
to promoting harmonious co
operation with the European 
section, their advancement 
must only take place after due 
consideration of the essential 
social divisions obtaining be
tween the races.”
In defining the role of the 

worker in the ultimate Nationalist 
State, the policy is based upon the 
following principles:

“ . . . account must be taken of 
the responsible and leading 
position of the European sec
tion, in addition to the differ
ence in standards of living 
between the respective groups 
of non-Europeans.
“In employment in industry the 
principle of separation between 
European and non-European 
must be taken into considera
tion where practicable . . .  if it 
should be considered possible 
and desirable, certain stated 
industries or fields of employ
ment may be reserved for 
certain stated groups.”

Productivity And

Apartheid
Anyone with the slightest prac- 1  

tical experience in industry knows 1
I that “apartheid” will be achieved 
only at grave cost. Even the 
architects of Nationalist policy 
realised that fact, judging from the 
phrasing of their policy, as out- j 
lined above. It will be noted that; 
they say “should it be considered 
possible to desirable,” and “where 
practicable.”

In effect, they know this is a lot 
of tommyrot, but they desire to 
have the power to interfere with 
those industries where they may 
impose certain quotas and regula
tions in order to further their own 
propaganda.

The test of sincerity lies in the 
fact that if apartheid is necessary 
and desirable in one industry it 
must be so in all industries. For 
example, if it is objectionable and i 
undesirable for Europeans in the 
engineering industry to work with 
non-Europeans, surely the same 
must apply in the printing 
industry, or any other industry for 
that matter.

In practice, South African work
shops are manned by Europeans 
and non-Europeans, each being 
complementary to the other, 
although the majority of the higher 
grades and skilled operations are 
performed by the Europeans. Very 
few workshops would be able to 
operate without the non-European, 
especially as the European worker 
in South Africa has grown to 
depend upon his Native assistant.

F.C.I. Rejoinder
When the Minister of Labour, 

Mr. Ben Sehoeman, told a Nation
alist Party gathering at Newlands 
in October, 1948, that priorities for 
building permits would be given to 

' industrialists who desired to make 
alterations in their factories to 
bring about apartheid, the Feder
ated Chamber of Industries pointed 
out that increased production de
manded priority and ' not apart
heid.

At the present time, the Minister 
of Labour is having talks with 
leading trades unionists on the 
important and vexed question of 
wage incentives. He is a firm be
liever in the incentive system as j 
the means to achieve increased pro- , 
duction and a higher national 
income.

T o be consistent, Mr. Sehoem an 
should also stop to consider the 
enorm ous cost o f  industrial 
apartheid and its possible e ffe ct  
upon the national incom e.
In the meantime', South Africa 

awaits further news about the
Government’s plan to apply 
“economic apartheid.” In the 
national interest, there should be 
an early elucidation of its meaning, 
as understood by the Government, 

i as well as some indication as to
their plans to apply it.
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XMAS IN THE TOILS 
OF LOUWCOL

W “ I ET S DANCE a n d  s i n g  a n d  m a k e  g o o d  c h e e k ,
■■ FOR CHRISTMAS COMES BUT ONCE A  Y E A R .”

A R E  
W  E

H A V I N G  
T H E  

T I M E  
O F  O U R  
L I V E S ? y

¥

There was a time in our lives when even the poor could 
enjoy Christmas. That was when the pound was worth 
about twenty shillings. Of course, wages were not as high 
then as they are to-day, but at least the worker was able to 
get some sort of value for his hard-earned money.

I remember some very happy Christmasses as a child, 
when my parents had little or nothing to spend on presents 
for their children. My father, like all other skilled artisans, 
earned £6 a week, and was laid off without pay over the 
Christmas holidays. Most workers dreaded the coming of 
Christmas, because it meant hard times, even though they 
had scraped and saved throughout the year to provide some

sort of a merry Christmas 
ter their families.

Tim es have changed. A fter  m any 
hard and bitter struggles our 
fathers succeeded in w inning m any 
benefits fo r  our generation  —  paid 
holidays, h igher w ages and greater 
security.

W e now  take these things fo r  
granted and are allow ing ourselves 
to be cheated out o f  them . B e
cause the pay envelope o f  today 
is fatter than that o f  our fathers, 
we don ’t stop to ask ourselves j 
whether it is w orth  as much.

The capitalist has given  with one 
hand and is grabb ing back  with 
the other. M oney and jobs are 
plentiful. But the m oney is a delu
sion. E very  day the pound becom es 
w orth less and less, w hile our 
M inister o f E con om ic A ffa irs  
m akes fine speeches and bragging 
excuses. He not only adm its that 
the Cost o f  L iv ing  has gone up; but 
says that it w ill go higher. M ean
while he and his colleagues have 
pegged the Cost o f  L iv ing  allow - ! 
ances o f  the civil servants.

In  practice  this m eans that the 
salaries o f  public servants have 
been reduced.

Wages and Profits
Our N ationalist G overnm ent, j 

“ neither capitalist nor com m unist,” j 
has m ade no m ove to lim it profits. | 
That w ould be an attack  on private 
initiative and the profit system , i 
w hich  they are determ ined to pro
tect at all costs. Despite im port 
control and other handicaps, it is 
surprising how  m any public com - ] 
panies have not on ly m aintained 
their profits, but have even m an
aged to m ake that little bit more. 
Private com panies have also had an 
excellent year.

It  is very  good  fo r  South A frica  
to see progress and rapid develop
m ent o f  our industries. W e w ould 
also like to  see progress fo r  those 
w ho toil in the factories and shops 
and w ho help their em ployers to 
success. It is a bad governm ent 
that allow s the rich  to grow  richer 
at the expense o f  the poor.

W hat Sort of Christmas 
Present?
In these d ifficu lt tim es o f  rising 

prices everyone is faced  w ith the 
problem  o f w hat to give fo r  Christ
mas. I f  one decides, as m any 
w orkers have done, to give “ sens
ible and practica l”  presents, the 
prospect is gloom y.

I T ake clothing, for  exam ple, 
j Flannel trousers cost £4 to  £5 a 

pair: sports coats £5 to  £ 8  each ; 
shirts 30s. to 50s.; ties (in  the 
usual horrible patterns) 4s. to 17s. 
6d.

G irls ’ and w om en ’s dresses cost 
m ore than ever before. I f  one 
looks to novelties, one discovers 
how  really high prices can  be. As 
far as toys are concerned, good 
quality articles are beyond the 
nurse o f  the average citizen ; m ost 
prices suggest dealings in gold.

The Christmas Dinner
There w ill be a little w hisky fo r  

the lu cky ones this year (at 26s. a 
bottle) and other liquors at the 
usual prices. Turkey costs 3s. 9d. 
a lb., ham 4s., and other adorn
m ents o f  the X m as table have also 
becom e luxuries. F ew  households 
can aspire to such extravagance 
this year. F or  the m ajority  it must 
be an austerity fare.

The Christmas Spirit
It goes w ithout saying that- 

everyone w ill m ake the best o f  it 
and take their pleasures w here they 
may. A  jaunt in the old car can 
can be pleasant, even by  using 
petrol at the special X m as rate o f  
3s. 2d. a gallon.

“ Christm as com es but once a 
year”  w ill be the m otto as usual and 
the hangovers w ill be left fo r  the



WHO GOT THE “FAIR 
j4*is° I N  1 9 5 0 ?  —----------

People Ts Benefits Were A 
Higher (Josl o f Living

IN liis broadcast New Year message at the beginning of 
1950 the Prime Minister, Dr. Malan, said: “ . . . greater 

prosperity is already coming into view —  a well-being in 
which all sections and interests will have a fair share . . .

The year has now ended and we can look back and see 
how all sections and interests have fared in the light of 
promise. For most businesses it has not been a bad year, 
despite import control. Big business made big profits, some 
of them even more than before. An expanding expoit tiade 
has helped to build South A frica’s sterling and dollar 
reserves. According to leading Nationalist authorities,
South Africa turned the corner in 1950, in so far  as her 
finances are concerned.

SHARES I f

W H A T  IS THE PROMISE 
OF 1951?

B\it what of the majority of the 
people, those who work for wages
and salaries and who do not share ■
ir the profits? Devaluation has It is customary to look on the 
brought with it soaring prices, to bright side of life when we say 
say nothing of the never-ending, bye to the old year. We all des- 
lcctures and speeches from Mr. Eric perately hope that next year will 
Louw, Minister ofrEccnomic Affairs, j be better—but it seldom is. e

accept all sorts of New le a r  reso
lutions seriously and condone theSOARING GOST OF 

LIVING
The cost of living has risen 

steadily throughout the year, the 
official Index climbing from 153.6 in 
November, 1949, to 162.5 in Novem
ber, 1950. .

While a small increase in the 
cost-of-living allowances of wor
kers was gazetted during the 
year, it bore no proportion to the 
steep rises in commodity prices. 
The Government excluded itself 
from granting relief to its own 
employees by pegging the cost-of- 
living allowances of civil servants 
until March 1951.
Tenants throughout the Union re

ceived as their “fair share” a change 
in the Rents Act which has landed 
many on the streets and cost thou
sands of others higher rents.

Mineworkers, despite the migh.v 
and unofficial leadership of Dr. 
Albert Hertzog and the frightening 
array of Nationalist M P.s as hon
orary members of their Union, fai.ed 
to get its second instalment of 11a 
per cent, increase in wages.

PROMISES LIRE  
PIECRUSTS

When Dr. Malan promised his 
“fair shares for all sections and in
terests,” did he have any practical 
scheme in mind that would guaran
tee the fulfillment of the festive 
season and, like most other people, 
quick to make New Year resolutions 
and promises?

An experienced politician like D r-  
s h o u ld  know that “ fair sharing” is 
impossible under our capitalist 
economic system. Capitalism, whie 
his party upholds as its main plank, 

lean only offer riches for the rich 
and poverty for the poor. In pre
sent-day society, where profit is the 
incentive, rugged individuals come 
out Cn top. The mass of the people 
are deluded with promises of better 
days. These promises are cheaper 
aiul easier to give than material 
benefits.

early breaking of them with all I 
good humour. Likewise, we accent | 
New Year messages and promises | 
of brighter times in the same spirit 

The Nationalist Party should 
fin(l no difficulty in promising 
South Africa great things for 1951 
Most people, however, would he 
satisfied with a simnle nWl«r‘ 
from the Government that drastic 
stepa will be taken to keep the 
cost of living down, or, alterna
tively, a pledge that th- r -  
wages of the p e o p l e  shall be 
raised to keep in line with higher 
living costs. —

B Y
ALEX HEPPLE, M . p .



' THE LABOUR VIEW

South African Labour
^And The Socialist 

f c j1 Objective
A LEX H EPPLE, M.P.

[T o  g iv e  th e  L a b ou r P a r ty  an  o p p o rtu n ity  o f  p u ttin g  its  v ie w s  b e fo r e  th e  pu blic  
«  T h e  H a tai M e r c u r y  ”  p la ces th is sp a ce at iis  d isposal o n c e  a  m on th . “  T h e N a ta l  
M e r c u r y  ”  d o e s  n o t n ecessa rily  a ssocia te  itse lf w ith  th e v ie w s  e x p r esse d . T h is  is th e  
ten th  a rticle .]
“  S O C IA L IS M  is not charity  n or loving 

^  kindness, nor sym pathy with the 
poor, nor popular ph ilanthropy with its 
som eth in g-for-n oth ing alm sgiving and 
m endicity, but the econ om ist’s hatred o f 
waste and disorder, the aesthete’s hatred 
o f ugliness and dirt, the law yer’s hatred 
o f  in justice, the d octor ’s hatred o f  disease, 
the saint’s hatred o f  the seven deadly sins.” 

— G eorge Bernard Shaw.
All those w ho becom e disgusted w ith 

the unending m iseries o f  capitalist society 
must eventually turn to  Socialism  as the 
only alternative. In all w alks o f  life we 
are con fronted w ith the evils o f  a social 
order w hich allows a Tew people to live in 
luxury while the m ajority  struggle for 
existence, constantly  haunted by the fear 
o f  unem ploym ent and poverty; a social 
order w hich allow s surpluses and wasteful 
com petition  or  shortages and prohibitive 
prices.

j U nplanned capitalist society  creates 
large arm ies o f  poor and endeavours to 

i salve its social conscience by  providing a 
few  charitable organisations to help the 
needy. N ot on ly are these charities 
unable to m eet the dem and fo r  charity, 
but they dem oralise the ppor in to crin g
ing and clam ouring beggars, w ho 
eventually lose all independence and 
freedom  o f thought. E ven  in the exercise 
o f the franch ise they fear to offend.

The Coming of Socialism

TH E R E  can be no doubt that capitalism  
has failed and m ore and m ore people 

throughout the w orld  are turning to  the 
planned society  o f  Socialism . It would 
be extraordinary If South A fr ica  escaped 

1 this trend. A lthough the developm ent o f 
| the A frican  continent has barely begun 

and n ine-tenths o f its people still live in 
I feudal conditions, great changes are > 

already taking place. Industrialisation  is 
proceeding rapidly, especially in the Union 
and the R hodesias. This brings in to ' 
being large num bers o f  industrial w orkers j 
o f all races. These industrial w orkers 
will have a m arked influence on political j 
trends in A frica .

In  the U nion industrial w orkers are 1 
becom ing a pow erfu l force  in politics. N ot 
only in their ow n interests but in the 
interests o f  orderly  developm ent is it 
essential that these w orkers should have 
a stake in the future o f  South A frica . 
H ow ever, on ly a sm all section  o f  these 
w orkers en joy  the franchise. M ost o f  
them , being non-E uropeans, have no vote. 

It is necessary, therefore, fo r  all E uro- 
s peans w ho ta lk  o f progress* increased 

production  and social justice, to  play som e 
practica l p a r t 1 in m oulding the future. 
On this point there is alw ays som e con 
fusion  as to the role o f  a Socialist P arty  
in South A frica .

Socialism For South Africa

IT  is o ften  said that there is no room  
in South A fr ica  fo r  a Labour Party. 

Som e say that the L abour P arty  speaks 
only fo r  the m inority  group o f  W hite 
w orkers w ho have the vote  and is there
fore not a  true Socialist P arty. Others 
com plain that the L abour P arty  too often  
cham pions the cause o f  the non-E uropean  
w orker and therefore  forfe its  the right to 
represent the E uropean  w orker. N either 
o f  these statem ents is true.

T he L abou r P a rty  fights in the interests 
o f  all those w h o suffer under our present 
system . I t  w ould be false to its prin 
ciples if  it supported exploitation  o f  any 
group o f  people. C lever propaganda 
against the L abour P a rty  by  its opponents 
puzzles w ould-be supporters; som etim es 
the P arty  is charged w ith being too 
“ C om m unistic” and som etim es w ith  being 
allied (and bound) to  a capitalist party.

I t  is surprising how  readily such con 
trad ictory  accusations are accepted in 
m any quarters. T h e basic princip le of 
the South A frican  L abou r P a rty  is 
Socialism . T h e  ob jective  is a society  in 
w hich  production  w ill be fo r  use and not 
fo r  profit and the im m ediate p o licy  o f  the 
L abour P arty  is based upon this o b je c 
tive.

Today’s Needs
T IK E  Socialists the w orld  over, the 
-*-1 South A frican  L abour P arty  is faced 
w ith the task o f  educating people in an 
understanding o f  Socialism . A  planned 
dem ocratic socialist society can abolish 
m isery and w ant and ensure that all will 
w ork  and give their best fo r  the com m on

good. But until L abour rules and is 
able to  set in m otion  the m achinery to  
attain these ends, it m ust play its part in 
the problem s o f  today. It has a  role 
to play in present-day society.

H ow ever benevolent capitalism  m ay 
becom e, it is incapable o f  ridd ing itself 
o f  its econ om ic ills and diseases. In 
security, poverty, unem ploym ent, fear, 
racialism  and dozens o f  other evils are 
chron ic to  a  system  w here private gain  
is the on ly  incentive.

The task o f  the L abour P arty  today is 
to force  the pace o f  re form  and to curb 
the greed and pow er o f  vested interests. 
It can restrain those w h o seek to  exploit 
the underprivileged. In  fu lfilling this role 
the L abour P arty  m ust speak fo r  all the 
people. It cannot dem and a better w orld 
fo r  the P oor  W hite  and deny it to  the 
P oor B lack.

Economic Justice

ALT H O U G H  the L abour P a rty  believes 
that it is in the interests o f racial 

peace that there should be socia l and 
residential separation, it dem ands 
econom ic ju stice  fo r  all sections. I t  
stands by  the princip le o f  equal pay fo r  
equal w ork  and will resist all attem pts 
to use the non-E uropean  as a source o f  
cheap labour. It  opposes those w ho 
would low er the standards o f  the E u ro
pean w orker on the pretext o f  creating  
opportunities fo r  the non-E uropean  
w orker. A t the same time, it insists 
that there should be fu ll opportunity fo r  
the non-E uropean  to  learn trades and 
acquire skills.

L abour is against all policies w hich  aim  
j at retarding the progress o f  the N ative. 

This is reflected in L abou r’s attitude to 
recent legislation. It  dem anded not only 
the continuation  o f  school feed ing fo r  
N ative as w ell as E uropean children, but 
also an extension o f  the schem e, because 
hungry children cannot learn.

Social Security
T AB O U R  opposed the exclusion  o f  
-L' N atives from  the U nem ploym ent In 
surance A ct because it firm ly believes 
that all w orkers are entitled to  this 
m eagre form  o f social s<?eurity. It  fought 
against certain  changes i  in the Rents 
Act, because it knew  that these changes 
would benefit rich  landlords at the ex
pense o f  poor tenants. y 

T he L abour P arty  constantly fights fo r  
: drastic steps to  reduce the cost o f  living, 

because every tim e com m odity prices rise 
the w ages and salaries o f all w orkers, 
W hite and B lack, are autom atically re
duced. It dem ands steeply graded 
taxation  in order that the rich  m ay 

| return a large slice o f  their profits to  
; the people w ho helped - to  m ake those 

profits.

Expediency or Courage ?

TH E  Labour P arty  know s that it m ust 
often  take a stand that is not im m e

diately popular, that it m ust lead public 
opinion rather than tim orously  fo llow  it. 
There are serious political risks in  this— 
risks w liich  perhaps other parties w ould 
not take. But the L abou r P a rty  m ust '* 
take such risks if  it is to  be true to 
its Socialist ob jective. It dare not 
depend upon adroit political m anoeuvring 
to w in  votes.

T he L abour P a rty  has had setbacks in  
the past and will have m ore in  the fu ture 
but there ca n  be no doubt that South 
A frica  needs a strong L abour P arty. T h e  
false prosperity o f  the w ar and post-w ar 
years has delayed the inevitable march, 
towards dem ocratic Socialism  in South 
A frica . Instead, w e have earned the 
v ictory  o f  the N ationalist P arty, w h ich  
hopes to  solve the econom ic ills o f  
capitalism  by  the m achinery o f  the fascist 
Corporate State, ruled b y  their Central 
E con om ic Council, con trolled  trades 
unions, and State, partnership w ith  
private enterprise.

This system  depends upon  com pulsion  
and n ot co-operation . It relies upon 
disrupted trades unions, dragooned 
w orkers and frightened people fo r  its re
tention o f  power.

O nly a  true Socialist P arty , pledged to  
change the econom ic system , can  offer 
any real hope to  all the people o f  South 
A frica . Those w ho ta lk  o f  a  better 
world, increased productivity, social ju s
tice, and a m ighty South A fr ica  cannot 
stand aside and criticise. T h ey  m ust 
play a  part in the fight fo r  these things.
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MR. HAVENGA'S NEW YEAR
MESSAGE

Admirable Sentiments; But Shall We 
Practice What We Preach

E D L
ALEX HEPPLE, M. P.

|U|R. N. C. H AVEN GA, Minister of Finance, who deputised for the Prime Minister in 
delivering the Government’s New Year message to the people of South Africa, voiced J 

some laudable sentiments.
Most outstanding of these was his plea: “ Let each one of us resolve that exploitation 

and incitement of racial feelings are a crime toward both our people and our country.”

That is something all right-thinking South Africans will 
support. Some of these right-thinking South Africans are 
Members of Parliament, who, at the present moment, are 
facing the prospect of a Bill to reduce the status of the 
Coloured people. Mr. Havenga and Dr. Malan have decided 
that the existing rights of the Coloured people must be taken 
away, and that legislation will be enacted in the coming 
session of Parliament to place Coloured voters on a separate 
foil.

Such legislation, in the 
opinion of these M.Ps., falls 
in the category of “exploita
tion and incitement of racial 
feelings,” and would be in

that industrialists are perturbed 
I by the N ative policy  o f  the 
[ Nationalists, insofar as it a ffect?  
the N ative in industry. Apartheid, 
labour quotas and other threatened 
restrictions are serious handicaps

conflict with Mr. Havenga’s 
New Year message.

There are m any South A fricans ‘ 
w ho agree w ith Mr. H avenga ’s 
N ew  Y ear sentim ents, but w onder 
w hat appeal they m ay have to m any 
m em bers o f  the G overnm ent party. 
F o r  instance, there is Mr. Van den 
H eever, N ationalist M.P. fo r  P re
toria  Centra!, w ho recently ob jected 
to  the cost-o f-liv in g  allow ances for 
the low est-paid w orkers, on the 
grounds that m ost o f  those w orkers 
w ere Natives. “This is not fa ir  to 
to E uropeans.” declared Mr. Van 
den H eever. W ill he now  retrt 't ; as 
a gesture to his Parliam entary 
leader, and as a gesture o f  good 
w il l?

Free Development
Mr. H avenga also said: “ Let U3 

accept as a cornerstone o f  our 
South A frican  nationhood the free 
developm ent o f  Europeans and non- 
Europeans in their ow n spheres.”

Naturally, one does not expect 
the D eputy P rim e M inister to  ex 
pand upon this subject in a good 
will m essage. H ow ever, it w ould be 
w ise if  he or the P rim e M inister 
would take an early opportunity to 
explain w hat is m eant by  “ free 
developm ent o f  E uropeans and 
non-E uropeans in their own 
spheres.”

As our M inister o f Finance, Mr. 
H avenga is constantly faced  w ith 
the problem s o f  the nation ’s 
econom ic health. H e is presum ably 
well in form ed on the m atters o f 
production  and production  costs. 
He h im self has repeatedly appealed 
to the people to produce m ore and 
to raise their e fficiency . H e knows

to m axim um  effic ien cy  and m axi
m um  production.

I f  the M inister o f  N ative A ffa irs  
has understood w hat he has seen 
on his travels through the N ative 
townships, and if  he has taken 
seriously w hat he has been told by 
N ative w orkers, he could im press 
upon Mr. H avenga that the 
m ajority  o f  urban N ative w orkers 
are living in conditions o f  hope
lessness.

The constant w hining o f  the 
N ationalists over criticism  o f  their 
policies has surely in fected our 
M inister o f  F inance. H e included 
in his N ew  Y ear m essage the 
appeal: “L et each one o f  us at all 
tim es be prepared to  defend and 
protect Soutn A fr ica ’s good  nam e 
and honour against attacks from  
within and w ithout.”

It is high tim e that Mr. H avenga 
and his colleagues realised that 
South A fr ica ’s good  nam e and 
honour are vastly d ifferent from
the nam e and honour o f  the 
N ationalist Party. W hen  South 
A frica  is attacked because o f  the 
policy  o f  the Nats., and the laws 
o f  a N ationalist governm ent, does 
the G overnm ent expect all South 
A fricans to throw  honour aside 
and to  ray that w ron g  is righ t?

South A frica ’s good  nam e is not 
som ething s e a te d  b y  the present 
G overnm ent' it has been m oulded 
by these wn ) w ont b e fore ; .it  has 
a lot for  w hich w e can  be proud 
and a lot fo r  w hich  we can be 
asham ed. But h istory w ill show 
that the record o f  the present G ov
ernm ent has added little to the 
prestige and cred it o f  the country.

If, however, the Governm ent 
lives up to the high sounding sen
tim ents o f  its own N ew  Y ear 
m essage, it can  change the present 
course o f  events and m ake South 
A frica  “ a nation w hich w ill not 
on ly w in and hold the love o f  its 
ow n children, but a lso the respect 
o f  the outside w orld .”
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LABOUR'S PLAN TO FIGHT 
COST OF LIVING

U.P. Elements that Snipe at Labour
THE Fortieth Annual Conference of the South African Labour Party, which was held 

last week-end in Johannesburg, concerned itself chiefly with the economic crisis of 
soaring living costs and the best way to defeat the reactionary policies of the Nationalist 
Party.

There w ere m any resolutions 
dealing w ith  the cost-o f-liv in g , 
cost-o f-liv in g  a llow ances and h igh  
prices. D elegates protested against 
the failure o f  the G overnm ent to 
halt the rise in liv in g  costs and to  
spread the burden over the w hole 
com m unity. I t  w as asserted that 
the w ork er was being m ade to 
shoulder the entire burden, w hile 
the rich  w ere not on ly escaping, 
but even m aking b igger profits  
than ever before.

The S even -P oin t P lan  to  solve 
the problem  o f liv ing  costs, w hich  
was unanim ously adopted at last 
year’s C on ference at D urban, was 
re-a ffirm ed. This plan provided 
fo r :—  •

1. T he consolidation  o f  cos t-o f-  
living allow ances and basic 
wages.

2. In creased  subsidies on  fo o d 
stuffs.

3. R evision  o f  the present system  
o f m arketing and distribution 
to elim inate the m any agencies
betw een producer and con 
sumer.

4. C ontrolled rents at rates that 
w ill reduce the present h igh- 
rent structure in South A frica .

5. A  C ost-of-L iving Index that 
w ill truly re flect living costs.

6 . An increase o f  10 per cent, in 
all w ages and salaries.

7. The fix in g  o f  profits  at pre
w ar levels.

The P a rty ’s public representa
tives w ere directed to figh t for the 
im plem entation o f  these dem ands 
at every opportunity.

Defence of Democracy
O nce again the rank and file o f  

the P arty  raised the question o f 
“ pacts and alliances” w ith  o t h e r 1 
political parties. There has alw ays 
been a. strong body o f  opin ion  
against any sort o f  entanglem ent 
w ith L abou r’s political opponents. 
Som e o f  the old stalw arts re 
m em ber the disastrous end to 
L abou r’s pact w ith the N ationalists 
a quarter o f  a century ago. Others 
saw in political arrangem ents the 
steady decline in enthusiasm  and 
a w eakening o f  party branches.

It w as saiad that L abour w as 
being destroyed b y  its ow n 
politicl allies, and delegates 
severely c r i t i c i s e d  certain  
elem ents in the U .P. w ho w ere | 
constantly  “ sniping”  at the 
L abour P a rty ; they also accused 
som e o f  their own m em bers o f  
being too  easily in fluenced by 
the U.P.

It w as quite clear that m ost o f  
the argum ents w ere based upon 
the w ron g idea that there w as a 
pact betw eeen the L abour P arty
and the U.P. Perhaps that is b e 
cause o f  c lever propaganda de
signed to d iscredit the Labour 
Party.

A fter it had been em phasised 
that there had been an “electoral 
agreem ent” between the two 
parties at the last general election, 
and not a pact, C on ference w as 

j able to agree to a resolution w hich  
said: “ W hile realising that the in
terests o f  the South A frican  people 
and their dem ocratic rights w ill 
be best served by building a p ow er
ful, independent South A frican  
L abour Party, C on ference calls 
upon the liberty-lov ing  people o f  
South A frica  o f  a ’ l political parties, 
and in the trade union m ovem ent, 
to  figh t fo r  a truly dem ocratic 
South A frica , and determ inedly to 
oppose all reactionary m easures o f  
the N ationalist G overnm ent.”

C onference unanim ously a c 
claim ed this resolution —  but it 
o ffered  no suggestions as to how  
it could be m ade e ffective . It now 
rests w ith the N ational E xecu tive 
Council to take the necessary 
steps to rally suppport and give 
practical m eaning to these senti
ments.

MR. ALEX. HEPPLE, M.P.

★

T o m ark  its F ortieth  Annual
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Sabra Looks at the 
Industrial Worker

a n d  a b a n d o n s  r e a l is m  f o r  t h e
DREAM OF APARTHEID

Native
BY

ALEX. HEPPLE, M

TH E second annual conference of the South African Bureau of Racial Affairs (SAB R A) 
was held in Pretoria last week. Its chief topic for discussion was “ The Native in 

South African Industry.” There were addresses by Professor J. L. Sadie, of Stellenbosch 
University; Mr. C. W . Prinsloo, of Pretoria non-European Affairs Department; Mr. R. 
Wronsky, Assistant Director of Native Labour; Dr. F. J. van Biljon, Under-Secretary
for Agriculture, and others.

Arising from these addresses and 
subsequent discussions, the Confer
ence adopted a number of interest
ing resolutions. Before dealing 
with these resolutions it is neces
sary to know something about 
SABRA.

New Approach to Race 
Relations

In August, 1947, two Stellenbosch 
professors, Dr. B. I. C. van Eeden 
and Mr. N. J. Olivier, decided that 
it was essential for South Africa to 
have a new kind of Institute of 
Race Relations — one that would 
serve to approach racial questions 
from a viewpoint directly opposed 
to the usual “liberalism.”

This new Institute would base its 
approach to the Native question on 
Apartheid. It was officially formed 
in September 1948 under the name 
of the South African Bureau of 
Racial Affairs (SABRA). Among 
its foundation members were Dr. 
T. E. Donges, Minister of the 
Interior, Mr. J. H. Viljoen, M.P. 
(now Minister of Mines, Education, 
Arts and Sciences), Dr. N. Dieder- 
ichs, M.P., Mr. W. de Wet Nel, 
M.P., of the Native Affairs Com
mission, Dr. William Nicol, Admin
istrator of the Transvaal, and Dr. 
W. W. M. Eiselen, now Secretary 
for Native Affairs.

The Bureau declared that it 
would be above party politics and 
aimed ‘at “the scientific study of 
racial matters and the promotion

of good relations between the 
various race groups in South 
Africa.” It also promised to explain 
to South Africa and the outside 
world the elementary facts in con
nection with race matters, as well 
as the implications and application 
of the policy of Apartheid.

At the first annual conference of 
SABRA, held in Cape Town in 
February, 1950, Dr. E. G. Jansen, 
who was then Minister of Native 
Affairs, declared: "SABRA is a new 
organisation consisting of seekers 
after a just solution of South 
Africa’s racial problems, who are 
not possessed with the liberalistic 
idea of equality.”
Decision First, Research 

Afterwards
Having decided upon the answer 

to South Africa’s racial problems, 
SABRA has now proceeded with its 
research and the formulating of its 
reports to prove its answer. It is 
finding the task a difficult one. 
There are signs that many obvious 
facts are being ignored or dis
carded, and that SABRA offers the 
same solution to problems as those 
who do no research and are guided 
by their instincts.

For example, SABRA says that 
Natives should be trained to 
build their own houses in their 
own areas. So does the Nationalist 
Party. During last Session of 
Parliament, the Minister of Labour, 
Mr. Ben Schoeman, introduced a

Bill along these lines and the 
measure may be proceeded with 
during the present Session. The 
question is whether this Bill is 
drawn to provide for the training 
of Native building artisans, or to 
prevent Natives from intruding 
upon the preserves of the white 
worker. Mr. Schoeman, and other 
Cabinet Ministers, have advanced 
both reasons to different audiences.

Why does SABRA advocate the 
training of Native artisans? Do 
they advocate civilised rates of pay 
for such Natives? Perhaps the 
answer can be found in another 
resolution taken at the Conference.
It declares that Native houses 
should be planned so as to conform 
as closely as possible to the tradi
tions and culture of the Natives.

This can mean only that SABRA 
believes there must be no progress 
for the Native, that he must 
exist in primitive conditions. 
Modern European civilisation has 

discovered the benefits of town 
planning and minimum standards 
for dwellings. To this end, South 
Africa has laws which prescribe 
lighting, sanitation, drainage, and 
ventilation of premises for human 
occupation. These laws were born 
of tragic experience in congested 
urban areas throughout the world. 
In the interests of public health and 
well-being they aristrictly applied.

Native Urban Housing
SABRA’s demand that Native 

urban housing should “conform to 
the traditions and culture of the 
Natives" is a demand for window
less huts and primitive kraals, with
out sanitation or modern conveni
ences. Such dwellings have served 
in rural areas, where the wide, 
open spaces have counteracted most 
of the bad effects of such places. 
It is hardly believable that 
SABRA’s research scientists can 
advocate that any urban com
munity, whatever their colour may 
be, should revert to conditions of 
semi-barbarism.

Does SABRA believe that the 
common pot is superior to separate 
eating utensils? Or that water
borne sewerage breaks down the 
“traditions and culture” of the 
Natives? It would be interesting 
to know the specific reasons for pre
ferring houses of a tribal pattern 
for Natives, while applying strict 
laws relating to the construction of 
houses for the Europeans.

(To be continued next week.)



SABRA AND THE NATIVE 
^IN D U STR IA L WORKER

[Continued From Last Week]

A T ITS RECENT CONFERENCE, THE SOUTH AFRICAN  
BUREAU OF R ACIAL AFFAIR S PASSED THE

FOLLOW ING RESOLUTION
“Recognising: that the estab

lishment of Native trade unions 
might be necessary in the Native 
Areas, the Bureau nevertheless is 
strongly opposed to the recog
nition of Native trade unions in 
European areas as a serious 
threat to sound relations between 
the Natives and Europeans in the 
Union and a possible cause for 
serious disturbances in the labour 
force of the countrv”
This is a remarkable decision for 

a responsible organisation to take, 
especially when that organisation 
professes to aim “at the scientific 
study of racial matters and the 
promotion of good relations be
tween the various race groups in 
South Africa.’’ It reads more like 
the official dogma of the Nation
alist Party than the findings of 
serious research workers. In the 
absence of evidence or reasoning to 
substantiate this dogma, SABRA 
condemns itself. Further declara- 

ons of this nature will earn for 
/B R A  the reputation of being just 

another "front” for prejudice and 
discrimination, operating under 
high-sounding aims and objects.

Why is Sabra Against 
Trade Unions?

It will be observed that the 
resolution says that “while Native 
trade unions might be necessary in 
Native areas, the Bureau is 
strongly opposed to the recognition 
of Native trade unions in European 
areas.”

An alarming feature of SABRA’s 
resolution Js its reference to 
-“serious threats” and “serious dis
turbances.” SABRA should explain 
what they have in mind. These 
vague and sinister phrases are 
suggestive of the rabble-rouser 
rather than of the scientist. As a 
responsible organisation, SABRA 
should say why the recognition of 
Native trade unions “would be a 
serious threat to sound relations 
between the Natives and the Euro
peans in the Union.”

It is obvious that legally recog
nised Native trade unions would be 
a threat to avaricious employers. It 
js obvious, too, that they would be 
a serious threat to the cheap-labour 
policy which has cost South Africa 
so dearly. On the other hand, they 
would not be a serious threat to 
gound and orderly industrial devel
opment; nor would they be a threat 
to the living standards of the 
European worker. On the con

trary, they would open the gate to 
better living for everyone.

SABRA revealed some of the 
background to its thinking in 
another resolution, which called for 
“the establishment of an inter-de
partmental committee of Native 
Affairs, Agriculture, Justice and 
Economic Affairs, to co-ordinate 
and serve Native Labour needs of 
different industries.” No mention 
is made of the Department of 
Labour, which should be the prin
cipal party to all matters affecting 
and relating to the employment of 
workers.

The pointed exclusion of the 
Department of Labour exposes an 
attitude towards the Native worker 
in conflict with economic conditions 
in South Africa today. This resolu
tion postulates the permanent serf
dom of the Native. It infers that 
Native workers are to be gathered 
and distributed, collected and 
shared like chattels, in order “to 
serve the needs of different indus
tries.” There is a complete absence 
of any reference to human needs.

Such an attitude is one of the 
causes of racial friction. If SABRA 
really means to make a serious con
tribution “for the promotion of 
good relations between the various | 
race groups in South Africa,” ii ! 
must get away from these typically ; 
political declarations.

SABRA was expected to pro-! 
vide South Africa with scientific | 
data and evidence supporting the 
policy of Apartheid. Instead, it 
appears to be busy dishing up 
prejudice under the guise of 
reason.

This follows the line of policy, 
advocated by the Nationalist Party 
and approved by SABRA, that 
there should be separate and 
different development and cultures 
for the races in South Africa. This 
resolution is an endeavour to apply 
that policy to industrial workers. 
But can it work? Only at the 
expense of the worker.

Obviously the scientists of 
SABRA have not found time to 
■tudy the history of trade 

unionism, nor to examine its 
strides in recent years. If they 
had done so, they would know 
that repression of workers always 
leads to social upheavals.
To deny workers, whatever their 

race or colour, the right of banding 
themselves together in trade 
unions, is the surest way of creat
ing a revolutionary spirit amongst 
them. Trade unioins are organisa
tions of workers, joined together to 
protect their interests, to bargain 
for higher wages and better condi
tions, for defence against exploita
tion, and to provide for certain 
benefits, and for a measure of social 
security.

If SABRA believes that such | 
organisations “might be necessary! 
in Native areas” but are a “serious 
threat” in European areas, they 
should give their reasons for that 
belief.

This is a simple matter of 
economics. In modern capitalist 
society the relationship between 
employer and employee is on a 
strictly business basis. The legal 
recognition of trade unions has 
become an accepted fact throughout 
the civilised world. Collective bar
gaining is preferred to class war. 
The tragic events of 1913, 1914 
and 1922, involving European 
workers, are still fresh in our 
memories. They brought the down
fall of the Smuts Government in 
1924; they also brought the Indus
trial Conciliation Act, securing 
important legal rights for workers.

This legal machinery for dealing 
with industrial disputes is con
sidered to be of great value in 
preserving peace and good relations 
between employers and European 
employees. Why does SABRA 
think that this machinery wojuld be 
a serious threat if applied to the j 
Natives? In what way does the 
employment of Native workers defy : 
the normal economic forces affect-

Industrial Development
This question of Native trade 

unions has an important bearing 
upon industrial development in 
South Africa. It is useless to talk 
of incentive schemes, production 
drives and efficiency campaigns, 
and, at the same time, close the 
door of progress to 60 per cent, 
of the country’s labour force, be
cause they are Natives. The 
exclusion of the Native from the 
benefits of our Industrial Concilia
tion machinery must inevitably bar 
the way to co-operation and under
standing. The refusal legally to 
recognise Native trade unions 
makes this exclusion absolute. More 
than that, it establishes a barrier 
1 between employers and their Native 

employees.
There are [some short-sighted 

employers who hope to maintain 
control of their Native employees 
on a personal basis, in the confines 
of their own workshops. Such 
relationship may have been possible 
when South African industrial units 
were small; but with the coming of 

! larger factories and greater num
bers of Native workers in each 
workshop, this arrangement be
comes unworkable. .Progressive 
employers have learned to prefer 
dealing with labour problems 
through their Industrial Councils. 
They also know that collective bar
gaining ensures collective responsi
bility not only as between employer 
and employee, but also as between 
employer andd employer.

Sound industrial development 
relies upon such labour relations. 
Collective bargaining has operated 
to the advantage of employers and 
the European worker. Why should 
it not be extended to the Native 
worker?

Sooner or later the Native 
worker will stake his claim for a 
bigger share in our wealth. That 
is inevitable. Now is the time to 
establish the legal means for 
employers and their Native 
employees to negotiate between 
themselves.
If this is not done, South Africa 

will see a repetition of the strikes, 
riots and upheavals that marked 
the European workers’ struggles 
for a better life.-

1
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COST OF LIVING: 
FLEES FROM THE

FACTS

LOUW

THE rules of Parliament 
provide that “ no member 

shall speak twice to the same 
question.” There are occa
sions, however, when a mem
ber may speak on a motion, 
and again on an amendment 
to that motion. This is what 
Mr. Eric Louw, Minister of 
Economic Affairs, was able 
to do on the occasion of the

United Party motion of cen
sure on the Government.

He made the first rep ly  for the 
G overnm ent, im m ediately Mr. 
Strauss had stated the case for the 
Opposition. He spoke again as 
Seconder to the Prim e M inister’s 
amendm ent. Both his speeches re 
m ained unfinished after taking the 
fu ll tim e o f forty  m inutes each.

A fter Mr. L ou w ’s first forty - 
m inute oration, the m em bers re 
fused to agree to an extension of 
time because Mr. L ouw  appeared to 
be concentrating upon attacking the 
Leader of the Opposition, rather 
than dealing w ith the affairs of 
State.

W hen he spoke the second time, 
again for forty  minutes, he still 
failed to get to grips w ith  econom ic 
affairs. In the hopes that Mr. L ou w  
w ould  eventually get round to 
dealing realistically w ith  the p ro 
blem  o f liv ing  costs, the House 
offered him  m ore time. But even 
Mr. L ouw  thought that eighty 
minutes was enough and he re 
sum ed his seat.

As he sat down, Mr. Alex. 
Hepple, the member for 
Roscttenville, rose from the 
Labour benches, and said:

“ This afternoon this H ouse w it
nessed the spectacle o f the M inister 
of E conom ic A ffairs m aking a 
second attempt to deal w ith  the 
affairs of his Departm ent and fa il
ing just as m iserably as on the first 
occasion. He prom ised to m ake a 
statement on Im port Control, but it 
was le ft unsaid.

“ This House w orks against m any 
limitations, and often m em bers on 
all sides are shut out of debates. 
Later on, the G overnm ent w ill im 
pose the guillotine. Y et the M inister 
o f E conom ic A ffairs m akes tw o 
forty-m inute speeches in this one 
debate.. He is m aking a m ockery 
o f this House. W e have becom e 
used to the w ay in w hich  he tries 
to defend his lack  of action and his

failure as a M inister. He is pre
pared to w rite off the w hole of the 
com m unity in a few  words. He 
com es to this House and m akes one 
of his clever speeches, in w hich  he 
twists and turns around the subject. 
He apparently is quite unaw are of 
the existence o f the ordinary man; 
he is unaw are o f  the existence of 
those w ho are endeavouring to m ake 
ends meet, w ho struggle to m ake 
their shrinking wages and salaries 
m eet the rising cost o f com m odities.

“ The Prim e M inister’s am end
ment to the m otion talks o f ‘ the 
gratitude and appreciation- o f  this 
House for  the fact that the G overn 
ment has restored the financial and 
econom ic position of the Union, and 
for the courageous and, in the c ir 
cumstances, successful efforts to 
counter the rising production  and 
living costs.’

This statement is an absolute 
contradiction  o f  the facts. The 
plain fact, i f  w e are guided by  the 
Retail Index, is that prices have 
advanced eleven  points in the last 
tw elve months.

“ A t the beginning o f 1950, the 
Prim e M inister declared in his 
New Year message: . . the tide
has turned in our favour and further 
ahead a return to norm al conditions 
and greater prosperity is already 
com ing into view , a w ell-being  in 
w hich all sections and interests w ill 
share.’

“  That was shortly after devalua
tion. W hen the Prim e M inister 
spoke, the official C ost-of-L iv ing  
Index figure stood at 154.2. A t the 
end of 1950, the year in which, 
accord ing to the Prim e Minister, w e 
w ould all get a bigger share of 
prosperity, this In d ex  figure had 
risen to 165.2, w hich  is eleven 
points higher. Surely the G overn 
m ent realises that a rise of eleven  
points in com m odity prices means 
an equal reduction  in  the real 
wages and salaries o f  the people ? 
Surely they realise that the people 
of South A frica  w ere w orse off at 
the end o f  1950 than at the 
beginning ? ”
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Snags In Native Building Workers’ Bill

WILL NATIVE PTISANS SOLVE NATIVE 
HOUSING SHORTAGE?

ijy tiki ** ^ w X
Native housing problem. Now, alter six Parl'»m< "*Is debating the Native Building Workers’ Bill which pro
vides for the training and registration of I a ire ui in„ 
workers and the regulation of their employment.

With a few ehanges, this is the same Bill which the 
M in iste r of Babour introduced in P a rlia m e n t on February 
22, 1950, but which was not proceeded with. On that occa- 
sion the Minister said:—

ALEX. HEPPLE, M.P.

“ This Bill has a dual purpose. 
In the first place it aims at the 
protection of European artisans in 
the European areas against the 
undermining of their standards of 
living by cheap Native labour. In 
the second place it provides that 
Natives shall be entitled to build 
their own houses on an economic 
basis in their own areas."

Cheap Native Labour
According to the Government 

(and the previous United Party 
Government), as well as the host of 
other so-called experts, it is ridicu
lous to try to build houses for 
Natives earning a few shillings a 
week by using skilled European 
labour costing a few shillings an 
hour. It is therefore expected that
if cheaper Native labour can be 
used, the cost of Native housing will 
be substantially reduced.

This argument presumes that 
the Native artisan will produce as 
much as the European, but will 
work for lower wages. Otherwise, j 
there could be no lowering of 
costs.
It is at this point that there is 

much disagreement and confusion. 
On the grounds that the require
ments of Native housing do not 
demand the same degree of skill as 
that for other projects, the Bill pro
vides for a maximum period of 
training of four years. At the dis
cretion of the Minister it may be 
considerably less.

In practice, this means that not 
only will the Native building worker 
earn less, but his skill will be less. 
If his skill is to be less, surely his 
lower output will offset his lower 
wages, and so defeat the avowed 
object of reducing costs ? If, with 
a shorter training period, a poorly- 
educated Native can match the out
put of the fully trained European, 
there must be something radically 
wrong with the European appren- 

I tice or the methods of training him.

Two Classes of Artisan
The Bill aims at creating two 

classes of building artisan. In 
addition to the existing class, there 
will come into being a cheaper 
class. Is it possible, even in South 
Africa, to have two classes of skilled 
labour, one to provide the needs of 
the Natives, and another to provide 
the needs of the rest of the com
munity, the former earning a third 
of the wages earned by the latter ?

The existence of the cheaper 
Native labour force must be a con
stant temptation to employers 
Despite the legal  ̂ prohibitions 
against their employment in Euro
pean areas, a reason is sure to be 
found in the years to come to per
mit their use elsewhere. By con
stant agitation, they may be used 
to bring down the standards of the 
European artisan.

The question is not one entirely 
of colour. Fundamentally, it is a 
question of wage standards. The 
first point of infiltration is provided 
in the Bill itself, which will not 
apply to the platteland. Immedi
ately upon the passing of the Act 
all Native building workers and 
handymen working in European 
areas in the towns will be excluded 
from such places. There is no pro
vision for alternative employment, 
but there will be nothing to prevent 
them from taking up employment 
on farms or in the rural areas.

Nor will there be anything to 
prevent Native building workers 
who may be trained under this 
Bill, from eventually drifting to 
rural employment, rather than 
working in their own areas.

How Many Artisans?
There are at present something 

: like 25 000 European building arti
sans and apprentices in the Union 
The Minister of Labour has not yet 
stated how many Native building 
workers he proposes to train. What 
will be the basis of his computation? 
Will it be calculated upon a ratio 
of European to Native ? Or will the 
number of Native trainees be re
lated to the number of dwellings 
needed to house the Native com
munity ? The Bill leaves this im
portant matter in the air. As this 
question is tied, up with the Native 
housing problem, let us have a 
look at that aspect.

Native Housing Need
The Government declares that the 

Native Building Workers’ Bill is in 
accord with its policy of apartheid 
and will equip the Native to develop 
in his own areas. If the Bill is not 
to remain purely an apartheid 
measure, the Government must 
declare its Native Housing policy. 
It must state quite clearly , its im
mediate programme, as-well as . its 
long-term plan to house .the urban 
and rural Native communities.

Some idea of the acute shortage 
of Native houses in the urban areas 
is given by the official estimates. 
These show that Johannesburg 
needs a minimum number of 57.000 
houses immediately; Pretoria. 11,500; 
Brakpan, 1,100. In other towns the 
need is as great.

These figures make no provision 
for population increases and slum 
clearance; nor do they provide for 
the re-housing of Native communi
ties which will be moved under the 
Group Areas Act.

In 1946, Major P. van der Bijl, 
who was then Minister of Native 
Affairs, put the total number of 
Native houses required in the urban 
areas at 300,000. The Johannesburg 
City Council has been able to erect 
only 5,802 Native houses in five 
years. At this rate it would take 
the Union over 200 years to clear 
the present backlog.

This, briefly, is the background 
against which the training of Native 
building workers must be examined. 
It is essential that the Government 
should declare its Native Housing 
policy simultaneously with the pre
sentation of the Native Building 
Workers’ Bill.

(To be continued next week)
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Snag In Native Building Workers’ Bill

WILL NATIVE ARTISANS SOLVE NATIVE 
HOUSING SHORTAGE?

TH E Native Building Workers’ Bill has received a mixed reception in Parliament. The 
Native Representatives rejected it peremptorily. They said that it aimed at nothing 

more than the further application of the Nationalist policy of Apartheid, and a means . , p
exclude all Native building artisans and handymen from spheres where they had be  ̂ inis er s ow ers 
earning a living for many years. . .. . - , tllo”  ”  *’ , . In persisting in exposing the

They denounced the Bill as just one more restriction upon Native building workers to t
the Native people. They doubted whether many Natives thctffGqqverlen t6 dispiasystem, 

its lack of understanding

As with so much other legisla
tion these days, the Bill gives the 
Minister unlimited powers. He will 
decide how many Natives will be 
trained, and for how long, and with 
whom; he will decide upon their

economic problems. Does the Go wfif «-ork^anTm1'0118’ where they 
ernment believe that Natl! “ d “ a,X  ° thCT thin*..

would be trained once the Bill became law, and argued that 
existing legislation was quite sufficient to permit the train
ing and utilisation of Native building workers.

and delaying line. They said:— I Even (he United Party came to this or any other Government mf mfkmg recommendations to the 
“We as a Party approve of the\; that conclusion when they were devise, workers will continue Minister, who can ignore its views

principle of training, and the ™  power. Speaking in the Senate struggle for higher wages at. c°^P let̂ Tly;. for an offlf ^
regulation of the employment of on May 3, 1946, Dr. H. Gluckman, better conditions. Sooner or lat ® ® . a ' ' e. .. airs ^pai IT 1 n ’
Native building workers to build then Minister of Health said-— they note the fact that their erj the Native builoing workers them-

ernm eni oeneve u ia i rphf> ...ii,  ̂ A~, . ” —»"•
workers will be any different fre - t DOVV an Adv,sory Board, 
other w ork ers?  D espite all the la. ° Ut lts pow ers are restricted to

Minister of Health, said:
-----^  ^  ... - b-economic housing is a R
We also stand for the principle of housing that must be divorced °f their labour, and begin to a . * - e—   ̂ — j- - j - ̂  n-*—  1 r̂ Kr f ---- i i mand a fairer share. So it will sistea ail ap

with the Native building worke themselves should have some say 
If he works for the private co in their affairs. Ditfing the debate, 
tractor, he will soon compare Y the Minister vof labour expressed 
wages and conditions with that bis amazement at a Labour Party 
the European as well as with t proposal .that if the Natives could 
profits of his employer. not be represented directly on the

. Advisory Board, they should be
where Natives are to ‘be housed.

houses for Natives in Native areas. “Sub-economic housing is a form Payees are making a profit o selves are not represented on this
housing that must be divorced of their labour, and begin to d Board. The Government has re

maintaining the standard of ‘living entirely from normal methods and mand a fairer share. So it will sisted all appeals that the workers
and employment of the European normal policy. Means must be 
worker and our policy is that fQUght to produce dwellings where 
neither his standard of living nor the subsidy to bridge the gap be- 
his employment s houl d  be tween sub-economic and economic 
jeopardised.” j will be reduced to the utmost. A

They then asked for the Bill to State Building Organisation would
tend in this direction, particularlygo to a Select Committee “to care- 

fuHy consider certain provisions in j Natives*̂ ’c^n loeTrainecTto '"build 
ne | houses for themselves . . . materials

Labour Party Amendment can ,be, produced by Natives orI n i- ____  A. i.1_| acquired at their source at the 
minimum cost so as to ensure 
dwellings being produced at the 
minimum cost with a consequent 
reduction in subsidy. Private en
terprise can never produce these 

making ~out* o*f this ^ a p  houses for the lower income groups 
Native labour by private em- and ds activities need not there

fore be curtailed by a State Build
ing Organisation . . . Such a build
ing and training organisation is 
being contemplated . . .”

The Labour Party ̂ expressed its 
attitude in an amendment, which 
called for certain safeguards to 
protect both the European and the 
Native worker. It asked for:— 

The prohibition of profit

ployers.
2. The inclusion of Native build

ing workers under existing in
dustrial labour laws, par
ticularly the Industrial Con
ciliation Act.

3. Guaranteed alternative em
ployment for all those dis
placed as a result of the 
application ,of this Act.

As a means of placing these 
Native building workers beyond the 
grasp of the private employers, the 
Labour Party suggested that only 
the State, the Provincial and 
Divisional Councils, the local 
authorities and the National 
Housing and Planning Commission 
should be permitted to employ 
them.

In practice, it will be the local 
authorities who will carry the main 
burden of Native Housing and they 
should have no difficulty, there
fore, in assuming the responsibility 
of employing the Native building 
workers. All arguments favouring 
the private employment of these 
specially trained Natives on a 
profit basis must be resisted.

Struggle Will Continue
Thepe is no apparent reason why 

the National Housing and Plan
ning Commission should not estab
lish the machinery to train Native 
building workers, and then under
take the building of houses for 
Natives, in collaboration with the 
Provinces and municipalities or 
other public authorities. At no 
time during the debate on the 
Native Building Workers’ Bill did 
the Government make a statement 
on its plans to house the Native 
community. The Minister of Labour 
insisted that it was impossible for 
him to say how many trainees 
would be enrolled, until he was able 
to discover how many Native 
building workers were needed. The 
latter could be assessed only after 
the Bill had become law, when it 
would be possible to register all 
Natives who are at present engaged 
as painters, bricklayers, handymen, 
carpenters, etc., by householders, 
property owners and estate agents 
in the towns throughout the Union. 
These would be trade-tested and 
removed from all these areas where 
they might come into competition 
with the European artisan.

W a g e  Fixation allow ed to  nom inate a Europ< n
This draws attention to t trade unionist to represent them, 

peculiar provisions in the Bill 1 On the grounds that w hite South 
the fixation  o f  wages, hours A frica  cannot countenance m ixed 
work, and conditions for  Nati Boards, the M inister has excluded 
building w orkers. Instead the very people w ho should have 
fo llow ing the custom ary methc the m ost say.
as applied to the E uropean buil It has not even been thought 
ing artisan, it is provided that “t wise to create a separate B oard 
M inister, may, a fter consultati o f  N atives only. This action  o f  
w ith the M inister o f  N ative A ffa i com pletely isolating the N ative 
the W age B oard, and the Nat: building w orkers w ill have serious 
B uilding W ork ers ’ A dvisory Boa repercussions, 
fix  the rates o f  pay, w ork in g  hoi
and conditions o f  em ploym ent.” What Will Come Of It?

T he M inister o f  L abour has s ,
that, in the case o f disputes, 1S c as &ot to a bad
M easure No. 142 will apply, as f ^ r t  E veryth ing now  rem ains in
does to all other N ative industi be  £ a" d s t ° -  the M l? iater- W hen  
w orkers; he has a’ so said t tba Cudgel* “  prf S? n t e d w e  sha11 
should the Industrial Legislati se* , J am ount has been pro- 
Com m ission m ake special recc j;1 ai e  ra ’ n iajj. the first 
m endations regarding N ative w a c. °  a 1V°  add ing w orkers. 
l#>s and N ative trade unions, j Tr0atI!|ee® ‘̂  Zw ebtsha cost approxi- 
w ill in corporate such changes I each to  train. Perhaps
an am ending Bill at som e futj ® overnm ent will now  m ake an 
date. European trade unioni c c l ?a c survey o f  N ative housing 
should take note o f  the spec acquirem ents throughout the Union 
m achinery created in this law, n . m ake Jiat the basis o f  its 
it is an im portant departure fr  xT31111̂ ’ , f c bejne. Let us hope that 
norm al practices. In place o f  , e - ative Representatives are 
tried and tested Industrial C w ™ n£  and that the Governm ent 
ciliation Act, these skilled build y this A ct in the spirit o f  !
w orkers (on the grounds that tl a v’ancin& the opportunities o f  the | 
are not w hite) w ill be autocra1 . atlves and ° f  getting N ative
ally controlled by one man, 
Minister of Labour. He alone 
decide what are fair wages 
conditions, and, should the work 
disagree, they have no char 
through which to put forward tl 
point of view.

It is advantageous to employ 
to have a large army of dc 
workers; it is even better to ij 
them firmly and legally discipli 
chained to the autocracy of buri 
crats. Such a state of affairs, h 
ever, holds no advantages for 
white worker. On the contrary 
constitutes a grave threat to 
own position. The existence of

houses built. If that is done, the 
European artisan need have no 
fears about competition from 
Native building workers; his only 
danger lies in the fact that such 
workers are placed beyond the 
protection of existing industrial 
legislation.

Let us hope, too, that the Native 
Representatives are wrong in 
believing that this Act merely aims 
at taking the bread out of the 
mouth of the thousands of Natives 
who at the present time are earn
ing a living by doing jobbing work, 
such as repairing and renovating 

standards of legal rights, one I buildings in the towns. Finally, let 
the white worker and another us hope that this labour will not be 
the black worker, must lead used to make bigger profits for 
many abuses. If the Europ the building contractors.
artisan places any value on co'------------- i______________ ___________
tive bargaining, it is dangerous for 
him to agree to the exclusion of 
the Native from its benefits. There 
can be only one rule for all workers 
— equal rights before the law.
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12th March, 1951.

SWC/ADB*
Mr. Alex Hepple, M.P.,
Rouse of Assembly,
CAPS TOWN.

Dear Pir,
Reading through your letter of the 5th instant in 

conjunction with our leading article of February 23, I am at 
a loss to understand why you have written to me, as our 
article merely brings the arguments of the S.A.A.U. against 
a Food Ministry up-to-date. In so far as the Labour Party 
advocates measures for the reduction of the margin between 
what the producer receives and what the consumer pays, it is 
only doing what the S.A.A.U. has done for the past twenty years. 
The opinion ofi the organised farmers of this country has been 
and still is, that a Food Ministry is superfluous without 
rationing and rationing is impossible in a country such as ours.

It would seem that the two last sentences of our 
article may have caused you to write to us. We are sorry v/e 
had no space in which to elaborate them. If, however, you will 
refer to the R.A.A.U. evidence before the Industrial Legislation 
Commission you will see what we mean. In that evidence, the 
need for a general recognition of the importance of giving a 
days’ work for a days’ pay was stressed. It was pointed out that more pay for less work plus all sorts of privileges obtained 
through wage determinations only raised the costs of farmers and 
consequently the cost of foodstuffs. Whereas workers have gone 
on strike and have succeeded in getting higher wages9 they have 
usually done so at the expense of others since all wage increases 
go into costs - unless they are accompanied by an increase in 
output per working hour. While the P.A.A.U. has consistently 
urged farmers to increase output even when discouraged by prices, 
I have yet to learn that any trade union or the Trades and Labour 
Council has urged workers to produce more per hour in return for 
increased wages.

Perhaps we /
O F F IC IA L  O R G A N  O F  T H E  S .A . A G R IC U L T U R A L  U N IO N  A N D  T H E  C O -O P E R A T IV E  M O V E M E N T



Perhaps we can meet and discuss the matter further, 
.hough I am no socialist, my father was a Labour member of 
> House of Commons until last year and I am still on the 
le of the farmer and worker.

Yours sincerely,

A FOOD MINISTRY
AGAIN

T|THE last tim e a Food M inistry was advocated, 
U nion was suffering from  m ore or less 

severe food  shortages due to factors beyond the 
control o f  the G overnm ent or the producers. 
D uring the war there was a shortage o f  labour 
and a shortage o f nearly all the m eans 
o f production . Now a F ood  M inistry has 
again been advocated and, peculiarly enough, 
at a tim e when the U nion is better o ff fo r  food  
supplies than fo r  m any a year. But for  beef and 
m utton, there is a goodly supply o f all the essen
tial foodstu ffs a t prices w hich com pare favour
ably w ith lands m uch better equipped fo r  food  
production  than is South A frica. During the past 
war, the cry was for  rationing, and a F ood  M inis
try was proposed because it was thought that an 
independent State departm ent was necessary for 
securing equitable distribution o f  available sup
plies. In  spite o f  the report o f  Sir Henry French, 
the G overnm ent o f the day realised that ration
ing in a country such as South A frica  was im prac
ticable ow ing to the im m ense diversity o f  races, 
standards o f  living and food  habits. R ationing 
would have created one enorm ous black m arket 
in foodstuffs. To-day there is no question of 
ra ing except in the case o f  meat, and even 
hei^ the shortage is m ore due to the reluctance 
o f  the public to eat pig meats, w hich are in 
abundant supply. Thus if a Food M inistry is 
advocated to-day, it can not be for  rationing pur
poses, and it certainly is n ot needed for the hand
ling o f  surpluses, a number o f w hich are already 
beginning to appear.

There is a fear that there m ight not be enough 
foodstuffs available in tim e o f  war, but surely this 
is a production  problem  and as such one fo r  the 
D epartm ent o f Agriculture. O f course, it is quite 
possible that war m ight bring with it an acute 
shortage o f the m eans o f  production, but here 
again it is not a m atter for  a M inistry o f  Food 
but one fo r  the M inister o f  E conom ic Affairs, who 
has already stated that the m atter has his atten
tion. T he S.A.A.U. is also very perturbed over this 
question o f a probable shortage o f  farm  require
ments. Far from  acting as a pressure group, as 
the Labour mem bers o f Parliam ent would have 
us believe, it has already expressed its concern  to 
the State departm ents dealing w ith this problem , 
and this in spite o f  existing surpluses. W hile 
our Labour friends have been spending their ener
gies talking about a Food M inistry, the so-called 
pressure group, the S.A. Agricultural Union, has 
been busy obtaining assurances that the food  sup
plies o f the country will be safeguarded* against 
a possible war. It  has gone even further than is 
generally know n: it is taking steps to bring up 
the question o f  supplies o f farm  requirem ents at 
the international level if this should prove neces
sary. W e can  assure Mr. Christie and his friends 
that the organised farm ers o f South A frica  are 
no pressure group. I f  they are, then the trades 
unions and the Trades and Labour Council are 
som ething very m uch worse; fo r  whereas the S.A. 
Agricultural U nion  has learned to place the 
national interest first, the trades unions have yet 
to  show  th at they have done so.



5th. March 1951.

The Editor,
The Primary Producer, 
P. 0. Box 647,GAPE T97-M.

Dear Sir,
Your Editorial in the current issue of "The Primary 

Producer" strikes a strange note. Having wrongly assumed that the Labour Party’s demand in Parliament for a Ministry of Pood 
was an attack upon the s.  A.  .Agricultural Union, you proceeded to abuse the Labour Party, the trades unions and the Trades & Labour Council.

. If yau consult 4k pamphlet which you should have on your iiles (it is entitled A A Land and Agriculture Policy for South
Africa" and was issued a few years back) you will see that the 
Labour Party advocates a policy very similar to that approved by 
the S. A. A. U. at its various conferences. Furthermore, ifyou will read the Hansard speeches of Mr. J. Christie, M. P. and 
myself on ifc&t the debate you will see that we pleaded the cause 
of the farmer no less than that of the consumer. In talking of "pressure groups", this is what Mr. Christie said:-

" know that farmers throughout the world are an active pressure group. That can be understood 
because they have many difficulties, but there 
is another side to it, and that is the consumers’ side. e require a Ministry of Pood... to hold 
the balance between the two; not to supersede or become superior to the Ministry of Agriculture. • • 
but to co-operate with the Minister of Agriculture"

Under a capitalist economy, where the rule of the 
survival of the fittest is paramount, all organised groups are pressure groups. In the nature of things even the trade unions
must be pressure groups* no less than monopolists, manufacturers’ associations, and other groups who are joined together to further their own interests. In this sense, Mr. Christie was right when he said that farmers were a pressure group.

You conclude your Editorial by saying
".... the organised farmers of South Africa are no pressure group. If they are, then the trades 
unions and the Trades and Labour Council are something much worse; for whereas the S. A.
Agricultural Union has learned to place the national interest first, the trades unions have yet to 
show that they have done so."
This is a serious accusation to make against organised labour. Perhaps you had a particular reason f o r making it.

In fairness to those whom you have accused you should 3tate that 
reason. As far as the Labour Party is concerned, weastand by 
the policy of "maximum prices for the producers with minimum prices to the consumers", and believe that this can be achieved 
only when steps have been taken to implement the recommendations of the Reconstruction Committee of the Department of Agriculture.

I trust that you will give this reply the publicity which was given to your Editorial.
Sincerely Yours,

ALEX. HEPPLE. M„ P.
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HARRASSED TENANTS

Labour’s Fight Brings Strong Government 
Warning To Racketeering Landlords

[E statement bv tin* Minister nf Snruol _____  *_■ X IT l l l i  statement b> the Minister of Social Welfare, Dr Karl Bremer, last Friday, when 
replying to the Labour Party motion in Parliament, is a rav of hope for harassed 

tenants throughout the Union. His declaration:—
" . . .  the question of amending the Rents Act will b e I The W arning a First 

seriously considered and there will be no long delay. . . . Step Only
Every property owner who from to-day makes one more Tenants w ill be grateful to the 
attempt to put up the rent of his property is putting a nail Labour Party for w inning this 
into his own coffin—or rather he is making a hole in the 
bottom of his moneybag”—

wiil be comforting to all those presently engaged in resisting 
unfair demands from their landlords.

Tenants everywhere should be W
T enants’ Plight

The serious plight of tenants 
to-day is further proof of the 
soundness of Labour Party argu
ments of a year ago. The facts 
are partly revealed by Dr.
Bremer's statement. They are 
partly revealed, too. in the reply 
I received last week to a Ques
tion I asked in Parliament at the 
beginning of the Session. It 
shows that since the Rents Act 
came into force on July 17. 1950. 
until December 31. 1950, no fewer
than 12.500 tenants of dwellings A in tr T p c r is la tio n
were given notice to quit. Dur- 
mg the same period 1,672 tenants ]\ r „„ J „ ,l  
of business premises were given J-^UW
notice.
I say that the facts are “ partly 

revealed ” because these figures do 
not disclose the_thousands o f  cases

grateful to the Labour Party for 
its unremitting efforts to save 
them from the disasters of the 
1950 Rents Act. This timely 
warning by the Government did 
not come of its own. Not only 
did the Labour Party maintain 
a campaign against the several 
weaknesses in the Rents Act, but 
it has also insisted upon early 
action to remedy those weak
nesses.

Labour Was Right
W hen the Rents A ct was before 

Parliam ent ^in 1949 and 1950 the 
Labour Party took  a firm  stand 
against m any o f  its provisions. 
Throughout m any tiring hours of. 
debate the Labour m em bers urged 
and pleaded for amendm ents to 
protect the interests of the tenants.

They w arned the G overnm ent 
that once the BUI becam e law, un
scrupulous landlords w ould take 
fu ll advantage o f its generous and 
w ide latitude o f interpretation in 
order to further their ow n ends. 
The statement by  Dr. B rem er shows 
that the Labour Party was right. 
He open ly states:

“ Increases in rents by  threats 
from  landlords have becom e an 
extrem ely serious matter . . .  It 
is now  com ing to light . . . that 
m any property ow ners are using 
various and som etim es devious 
devices to raise rents . . .”
He also referred to the advan

tage being taken to evict tenants 
and threatened action in that 
regard, too.

winning
prom ise o f action from  the G overn 
ment. The M inister o f Social W el
fare must be congratulated upon 
his quick  realisation o f the serious
ness o f  the situation. It now  re 
mains to be seen if his w arning 
w ill have a salutary effect upon 
ra ck e teerin g  landlords.' W e hope 
so. But in this harsh and m on ey
grabbing w orld, w ho can blam e us 
if  w e are sceptical ? A ll the same, 
any re lie f for tenants is w elcom e.

For those suffering under the 
constant threat of losing their 
homes or being driven out of 
their small shops, the Minister's 
warning gives new hope. But 
only an amendment to the Act 
during the present session of 
Parliament will stop the abuses 
which are now taking place, 
greedy landlords will not be 
thwarted by mere threats.

T o deal w ith this matter effec
tively. an am ending B ill should be 
brought before Parliam ent w ithout 
delay. Such am ending legislation----------------- HIV. luuupdiao Ui uasus ULTd V. O LlL.il cllUCi lUlliS

w here tenants have decided to “ pay should not on ly protect those w ho 
up and look  pleasant ”  rather than m ight suffer in the future, but 
let their landlord give them  notice, should also give relie f to those w ho 

In thousands o f cases tenants have already suffered under the 
have taken the hint from  their land- 1S50 Rents A ct. T h e  m any thou- 
lords and refrained from  ob jecting  sands w ho have received a raw  
to higher rents, or have agreed to deal at the hands o f their land- 
new  arrangements, and so saved lords should also receive considera- 
them selves from  receiv ing  notice to tion.
. acate on the grounds o f  “  recon 
struction or rebu ild ing." or “ o ccu 
pation' required by lessor, or his 
parents or his ch ildren .”

I have suggested on m any occa 
sions that legislation am ending the 
1950 A ct should be retrospective to 
July 17, 1950. the date on w hich  it 
cam e into force.

Those landlords who were quick 
to take advantage of the Act 
should not be allowed to get 
away with the swag, and their 
victims should be provided with 
legal means of recompense.
Dr. B rem er’s w arning to land

lords must be accepted as a first 
step. The Labour Party w ill con 
tinue to fight in the cause o f  the 
tenant and w ill not be satisfied 
until the law  is such that tenants 
get a square deal.

B Y

ALEX. HEPPLE. M.P.
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ANOTHER "RICH  M A N ’S BUDGET. ”
Wherever rich men gather, this Budget has been \ve.- 

comed with open arms. In 1948 the Labour Part> described 
the first Budget of the Nationalist Government as a ‘ rich 
man’s budget.” This year’s budget has even more title to 
that name. The 1948 Budget at least threw a few crumbs 
to the poor. This year even the crumbs have been severely

ra tio n e d . s t e p s  t o  c o m b a t  i n f l a t i o nThe Budget must be viewed in the 
light of the difference between the 
value of the f in 1948 and the value 
of the f today. When we do that we 
see that virtually nothing has been 
given to the people, whose pound 
now buys 3s. 6d. less than it did 
in 1948. While their earnings be
come worth less by the day, the 
Government does nothing to assist 
them to meet the ever-increasing 
cost of living.

RISING PRICES
*The Minister of Finance has 

referred to the steadily rising Retail 
Price Index, the Government dis
missing the matter by saying that 
we are suffering from imported 
inflation. I want to say that our 
inflation is not wholly imported. 
Much of it is of our own internal 
creation, and the Government is 
guilty of being party to these infla
tionary processses.

I have said that this is a rich 
man’s budget. This is borne out 
by another fact. There has been 
little change in taxation since 1948, 
which is all very nice for the rich. 
On the other hand the Price Index 
has risen from 141.8 in January, 
1948, to 166.4 in February, 1951, 
which is a matter of 24.6 points, 
and very depressing for the poor. 
But even this stony-hearted 
Government could not bring itself 
to turn completely away from the 
poor, and so we have a slight 
increase in the amount for food sub
sidies, a bonus for pensioners, and 
overdue increases in cost-of-living 
allowances to civil servants. The 
only thing that is saving the

W hat steps has the Governm ent 
taken, or will take to curb the in fla
tionary conditions which exist 
today?

While the Government itself re
duces expenditure, it takes no prac
tical steps to ensure that private 
enterprise does not dissipate what 
the Government may save. While 
the Government cuts its spending 
,and suspends many essential pro
tects. it allows private enterprise to 
use labour and essential materials 
for whatever purpose. The position 
today is that materials in short 
supply and valuable labour are 
being diverted into the building not 
of homes for the people, but luxury 
flats, private swimming baths, 
country clubs and mansions. Every
where we see essential materials 
being used in non-essential and 
luxury projects.

The Minister — perhaps because 
he speaks for a rich man’s party — 
does not want to do anything which 
might avert the disaster facing the

TAX CAPITAL PROFITS
The Minister of Finance did not 

seize his opportunity this year to 
take more from the rich. I am sure 
the praise this Budget has evoked in 
rich circles cannot alone attract the 
Minister. There is also the praise 
of the mass of the people — the 
85% of our population who are 
getting further and further in the 
mire as a result of present-day 
economic conditions.

As an orthodox financier, our 
Minister shies at any suggestion 
that he should tax capital profits, 
or that he should peg land prices. 
But would he consider compulsory 
borrowing from the rich on a short
term basis?

Unless profits are to be used 
for capital to extend or promote 
essential undertakings, the Gov
ernment should take such money 
off the market, and so prevent 
the rich from aggravating the 
inflationary conditions which 
already exist.
To prevent such money pushing

waeeearner and the salaried man up land prices and making farming 
today. He merely asks the well- uneconomic, there should be a 
to-do not to abuse their possessions. I pegging of land prices, and a tax 
Dops he really believe these people on unimproved land, and land held 
will take notice of such a request? out of use.
Will the rich follow his advice and 
use their profits for capital forma
tion? Of course not! Surplus money 
will fro where it can make most 
nrofit. Tt will go to capital forma
tion onlv when there is no other 
outlet which is more profitable.

We live in a capitalist society, 
under a orofit-making system, and 
pleas and gentlemanly gestures are

Government is the high level of) not going to thwart these gentlemen 
employment. Because of that high) or deter them from the normal 
level of employment the Nationall course of profit-making.
Income is rising and families have 
more breadwinners to help pay for 
the necessities of life.

This Budget of £182,000,000 is a 
record Budget for South Africa.
To anyone outside it gives the 
impression of prosperity, wealth 
and buoyant revenue. We know, 
however, that the majority of 
South Africans are hard put to 
it to make ends meet. Consider
able numbers are shifting into a 
state of genteel poverty. Today 
it is so easy to be poverty-stricken 
on £50 a month, with the: £ be
coming worth less and less each 
day.

FOOD SUBSIDIES
If South Africa’s £ had remained 

at the same value as it was in 1948 
there might be some virtue in the 
small increases in food subsidies, 
this year. While these subsidies, 
however small, are gratefully 
accepted, I would like to point out 
that there are two angles to sub
sidies on domestically produced 
food.

In times of shortages, like the 
present, the subsidies operate in 
the interests of the consumer. In 
times of plenty, or over-production, 
they operate in the interests of the 
farmer.

When the time of plenty comes 
again, the Government cannot 
abolish or reduce these subsidies; 
they will be necessary to maintain 
farm prices and to guarantee the 
farmer a fair return for his 
produce.
In such circumstances these 

subsidies will be entirely in the 
interests of the farmer.

This is a matter which must be 
appreciated from the long-term 
view, remembering that these sub
sidies concern ou general economy.
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Industrial Colour Bar 
In South Africa And 
Economic Apartheid

To give the Labour Party an opportunity of putting its views before the 
public The Natal Mercury places this space at its disposal once a month “  The 
Natal Mercury ” does not necessarily associate itself with the views expressed. 
This is the llfth article.

BY ALEX. HEPPLE, M.P.

PROMINENT in recent Nationalist Party 
propaganda has been the question of the 
so-called “ Industrial Colour Bar.” The 

Nationalists have attacked the United Party 
and, to a lesser extent, the Labour Party, 
accusing them of trying to break down that 
bar.

The signs are that the Nationalists intend 
to play this up as one of their vote-catching 
devices at the next election. They will say, 
as they have been saying in Parliament, that 
but for the Nationalist Party White workers 
would lose their jobs to Natives, Coloureds 
and Indians. Perhaps now, before the 
political emotions of election time confuse 
the facts, is the best time to examine the 
“ Colour bar ” in industry and see how it 
affects European and non-European workers, 
their employers and South African economy , 
generally.

What Is Colour Bar?

BROADLY speaking, the industrial Colour 
bar refers to the exclusion of the non- 
European (especially Native) worker 

from the fields of skilled work, normally the 
preserve of the European worker. This bar 
found its origin in the early days of indus
trial development in South Africa, when the 
European artisan came into conflict with ' 
employers who were anxious to make use of 
the large resources of Native labour. Not J 
only were the Natives docile and willing to 
learn, but no doubt would have been quick 
to accept much lower wages than those paid 
to the European.

This conflict became a major political issue | 
and the defeat of the Smuts Government in 
1922 was followed by the Mines and Works 
Act in 1926, which specifically excluded 
Natives from certain trades in the mining 
industry.

Non-European In Industry

T HE composition of South Africa’s indus
trial labour force is roughly 52 per cent. 
Native, 31 per cent. European, 13 per 

cent. Coloured and 4 per cent. Asiatic. It is 
significant that the rate of non-European 
influx into industry is more than double ihat 
ot the European. In the 10 years between 
1937/8 and 1947/8, European employment in 
industry rose from 143,760 to 210,438, while 
non-European employment rose from 204 760 
to 401,678.

No statistics are available to show how 
many of these workers are skilled, semi
skilled or unskilled, but it is well known that 
large numbers of non-Europeans are skilled 
and semi-skilled operatives in many in
dustries. Some large industries provide 
specialised training for their Native workers, 
who have acquired a high degree of pro
ficiency. A considerable number of factories 
are manned almost entirely by Natives. With 
the breaking down of crafts into several 
operations and the coming of mass pro
duction methods, non-Europeans have found 
many new opportunities and their exclusion 
from the skilled crafts has not prevented 
them from becoming our largest labour force 
in industry.

Labour Party Attitude

A Sentinel

W 7H IL E  this type of legal Colour bar has 
VV not been extended to other trades, the Act j 

o f  1926 has stood for over a quarter of a 
century as a sentinel for “ Europeans only ’’ 
in craft industries. This is reflected in the 
fact that while the Apprenticeship Act makes 
no mention of race or colour, the signing of 
contracts of apprenticeship by Natives is 
virtually unknown. In the first place the 
educational standards are beyond the reach 
of the average Native, and secondly, no 
employer would dare engage a Native appren- j 
tice for fear of arousing the hostility of his 
European employees.

Ye: during that same period many new 
kinds of secondary industry have been 
established in South Africa and hundreds of 
new factories have sprung up in the main 
centres. From their very beginning most 
ol these factories used non-European labour. 
In consequence the European preserves com
prise a lesser percentage of all industry than 
they did 25 years ago.

A S the Labour Party and the trades unions 
i l  see the problem, the Colour bar is in fact 

a “ cheap labour bar.” The Labour Party 
is opposed to the introduction of cheap labour 
into industry. It is in favour of increasing 
the productivity and skill of all workers, 
with higher wages in accordance with this 
increased efficiency.

The gap between skilled, semi-skilled and 
unskilled workers must be narrowed down, 
even under Capitalism, but at the expense of 
the profit-makers apd not of the workers. 
The Labour Party believes that the non- 
European worker is essential to our industry 
but, like every other worker, must be pro
tected against exploitation. It therefore 

demands that there shall be “ equal pay for 
equal work ” ln other words, the rate must 
be paid for the job and not according to the 
colour of the workman’s skin.

There cannot be two rates of pay for the 
same job of work—a cheap rate for the non- 
European and a bigger rate for the Euro
pean. Such an arrangement would always 
operate against the European because under 
private enterprise it is bad business to pay 
one man £2 a day to do a job that another 
will do for £2 a week. Our vast industrial 
development offers opportunities for all 
workers, irrespective of race, but care must 

e aken that they are not based upon a 
cheap Black labour ” policy. The only 

ettecuve way to ensure the economic progress 
of the Native is to pay him decent wages.

United Party View

P ROVOKED by the recent accusations of 
the Nationalists, the leader of the 
United Party. Mr. J. G. N. Strauss. M.P.. 

has said, The United Party is in favour of 
raising the productive capacity of the non- 
European in industry, with the co-operation 
of European employees and employers, but 
is not in favour of the abolition of the 
industrial Colour bar.

Nationalists And The Bar

THE Nationalist Party believes that there 
should be two rate* of pay for the same 
job—the non-European to receive less 

than the European. They argue that the non- 
European does not possess the same civilised 
standard as the European and therefore can 
exist on a much smaller income than the 
European. This may not be good economics 
but it is powerful propaganda. It helps to 
whip up antagonisms and prejudices and 
abandons logic. On the one hand the 
Nationalists demand that the non-European 
shall be cheaply paid, and on the other they 
complain that because he is cheaply paid he 
is a threat to the European.

In The Dark

F ACED with the serious problems of 
industrial efficiency and the need for 
greater production. South Africa remains 

in the dark as to the future pattern of 
development under Nationalist policy They 
have officially declared: “ The State will 
exercise control over the development of our 
industries in general by means of a Central 
Licensing Board. In issuing licences the 
Board will keep in view the principle of 
separation between European and non-Euro
pean . .. .  if it should be considered possible 
and desirable certain stated industries or 
fields of employment may be reserved for 
certain stated groups.”

It is interesting to conjecture the many 
situations which would arise in the applica
tion of such a policy.

Implications

ON the basis of Nationalist policy of “ un
equal pay for equal work.” some in
dustries would be operated by “ cheap 

Black labour ” and others by so-called expen
sive “ White labour.” There would be a rush by 
manufacturers to have their factories de
clared “ Black preserves.” From an economic 
standpoint the implications of a quota 
system are enormous, for it must be 
remembered that it is not only a question of 
colour, it is also a question of wage rates. 
It is a policy which strikes at the entire cost 
sti ucture. In addition, it will weigh heavily 
against the European workers that they are 
organised in strong, legally protected trades 
unions, while the Native trades unions have 
no legal recognition or protection.

Political Trap

THE people of South Africa must not fall 
into a political trap. The full implica
tions of the industrial Colour bar must 

be fully understood. Dr. Malan recently 
boasted that, with the exception of “ political 
and economic apartheid,” all the demands of 
his 1939 Petition to Parliament had been 
fulfilled by this Government. He said that 
the removal of the Coloured voters from the 
common roll was the implementation of 

political apartheid.” There remains only 
“ economic apartheid.” Its meaning has never 
been explained.

Scientific planning and orderly development 
of industry demand a clear understanding of 
Government policy. When the Nationalists 
shout about the industrial Colour bar, they 
must be asked to explain themselves. Do 
they intend to apply the Colour bar to all 
industries? If not, to which specific in
dustries? Will Europeans who replace 
Natives under their quota system receive 
higher rates of pay? Will Natives who 
replace Europeans receive lower rates of pay? 
These are but a few of the many questions 
that the Nationalists must answer before 
notice can be taken of their propaganda 
about the Colour bar.



t h e  l a b o u r  v i e w MM r/lercuvy J&!$f
Drift From Democracy: 

1951 Session And 
r Its Background

Bv ALEX. H EPPLE. M.P.
[To give the Labour Party an opportunity of putting its views before the public 
“ The Natal Mercury” places this space at its disposal once a month. “ The Natal 
Mercury” does not necessarily associate itself with the views expressed. This is

the 16th article.]
\  RECORD number of laws were enacted i 

during the 1951 Parliamentary session, i 
Most of them were routine measures that 
could have been piloted by any Government.

Some of them were designed to implement 
Nationalist policy. Outstanding in this 
respect were the Separate Representation of 
Voters Act and the Suppression of Com
munism Amendment Act, while such Bills 
as the Bantu Authorities Bill and the Native 
Building Workers’ Bill aimed at furthering 
certain aspects of their Native policy.

The Nationalists describe this as a “ most 
historic session ” and everyone will agree, 
although with sadness in their hearts.

Cost of Living

T should be recorded that when Parliament 
assembled in January the Retail Price 

Index stood at 165.6 and when Parliament 
rose in June the figure had climbed to 170.4.

Apart from some vague boastings of sub
sidies on foodstuffs, the Government man
aged to steer its way through its heavy 
legislative programme without entangling 
itself in serious discussion on ways and 
means to ease the burden of rising prices, 
which presses so heavily upon the people.

Ideological legislation, with its crushing 
cost upon the public purse, takes precedence 
over bread-and-butter law-making. While the 
£ buys less every day, our Minister of 
Finance threatens new taxes upon the poorer 
section of the community. He says that “ the : 
time is past when it was possible to find 
the revenue required for meeting expenditure 
only from the well-to-do-classes.”

Not only are the struggling wage and 
salary earners of South Africa to be hin
dered and harassed by unnecessary laws 
but they are to be made to pay the heavy 
cost of administering these laws.

Positive Signs

Mandate From People

FROM the Nationalist viewpoint, they are 
implementing the mandate which they 

received from the electorate in 1948. Speak
ing in the Senate on June 19, shortly before 
the end of the session, Dr. Malan said:—

“ We went to the people and the result was 
that there was a change in Government in 
1948, and we could carry out, as far as we 
have carried it out—and we are not far from 
the end, the greatest part is already on the 
Statute Book—the policy for which the people 
returned us to power.”

This policy is summarised in the Petition of 
1939, to which Dr. Malan and his colleagues 
often refer. It asks for (i) the prohibition of 
mi x e d  marriages, (ii) punishment for 
miscegenation, (iii) residential apartheid, and 
(iv) economic and political segregation of 
Europeans and non-Europeans. It is signifi
cant that, apart from the vague reference to 
“ economic apartheid,” the Petition makes no 
demand for better living standards.

Real Handicaps
HPHERE can be no doubt that the Nationa- 

lists inspired and organised this petition. 
Obviously those responsible for its drafting 
were completely indifferent to the real 
handicaps and sufferings of the mass 
of people, otherwise they could not have 
forgotten to ask for some of the material 
necessities of life, such as decent housing, 
decent wages and social security.

However, for the reckless Nationalist 
politicians the petition provided a good basis 
for propaganda. They could tell the poor and 
wretched that their ills were due to other 
racial groups; the hungry could be told to look 
atr the well-fed “ Coolies,” the ragged and 
lowly paid could be told to look at the well- 
dressed “ Kaffirs,” and the slum dwellers could

AT this time last year I wrote that the 
1950 Parliamentary session “ revealed 

positive signs of a movement away from 
traditional democratic practice towards auto
cracy and authoritarianism.”

The session which has just concluded 
shows a continuation of this drift from 
democracy. Some of the laws passed could 
not be held up as examples of the workings 
of democratic government; they are more 
typical of the intolerance of despotism. 
Seen as a whole, the laws of recent years 
disclose an unhealthy resemblance to the 
social regimentation of the Corporate State.

Nationalists become angry and indignant 
when one suggests that they are treading 
the path of Fascism. Perhaps some of them 
do not realise where their legislative policy 
is leading; others may deceive themselves 
that they are acting in the best interests of 
South Africa; too many of them have too 
little faith in democracy.

It was Dr. Malan himself who asked in 
1941, “ Is the time not ripe that we should 
mould our national life on a different basis 
and break away from democracy?”

He has never assured the nation that this 
doubt has been removed from his mind.

be show n the m ansions o f  the “  uitlanders ” 
and “  un-national elem ents.”

T he policy  “ fo r  w hich  the people returned 
the N ationalists to pow er ”  contained all the 
essentials fo r  vote-catch ing  and political 
m isrepresentation. It is the background to 
the ideological legislation  w hich  has received 
the m ajor attention o f  the G overnm ent. There 
is the w ider background, too, w hich  m ust 
not be forgotten . It is the econ om ic policy  
o f  the N ationalist Party.

Capitalism, Socialism or Fascism?

It/TAN Y years ago the N ationalists were 
faced  w ith the ch oice  o f  turning to the 

R ight or the Left. T hey sought the tributes 
and favours o f the rich  farm ers and land- 
ow ners and they needed the votes o f  the by- 
w oner and the P oor W h ite ; they feared 
Socialism  and hated the liberalism  and -free
dom  o f capitalist dem ocracy. So they evolved 
a policy  w hich  they describe as “  neither 
capitalist nor Com m unist.”

‘ ‘U nder the Capitalist system  profit is the 
dom inant m otivating force, leading to the 
exploitation  o f  the econom ica lly  w eaker 
groups and entities— especially  the w orkers . . .  
The N ationalist P arty  recogn ises the right o f  
private property and the claim  o f  private 
initiative. In  addition, however, it protects 
any one section  against exploitation  by 
another by a system  o f  effective central 
supervision.”

\

Rule Of The Elite

T N  sim ple language this m eans the rule o f  
the “ elite.” It differs on ly in degree from  

N ational-Socialism . T he “  effective  central 
su p erv is ion ” (described elsew here in their 
policy  as the Central E con om ic C ouncil) w ill 
be the real rulers o f  the cou ntry ; such super
vision was exercised by H itler ’s “ N ational 
E con om ic Cham ber ”  and M ussolin i’s “  Central 
C orporative C om m ittee.”

In  re jectin g  Capitalism  and Socialism  the 
N ationalists have chosen  “ controlled  cap ita 
lism  ” w hich  is a polite term  fo r  Fascism . 
H ow ever indignant they m ay becom e w hen 
this is pointed out to  them , events are proving 
this to be a correct evaluation. This is the 
policy  w hich com pels the G overnm ent to 
dem and w ide and despotic powers. W ithout 
such pow ers they could not satisfy the de
m ands o f prejud ice and d iscrim ination ; w ith 
out such pow ers they would be unable to  
fulfil their ob jectives.

Suppression Of Communism

TV7ITH the Western world ranged against
”  Communism and with the threat of war 

with the Communist countries, laws to ensure 
the safety and security of the State find wide 
support. For the Nationalists, however, the 
so-called Suppression of Communism Act pro
vides a means of assuming dictatorial powers 
over the lives of the people of South Africa.

The social and economic background to 
their legislation demands far-reaching powers 
which will enable them to translate their 
ideological attitudes into action. Incapable 
of writing all their prejudices into intelligent 
legislation they wish to reserve to themselves 
the right to apply laws as they think fit.

The amendments made this year to the 
Suppression of Communism Act of 1950 confer 
upon the Government sufficient power to 
enable them to destroy all those who cross 
their path. By means of this law they can 
emasculate the trades unions and workers’ 
organisations; they can brand and remove 
militant workers from the leadership of their 
fellows: they can remove democratically 
elected members of Parliament. There is 
security only for those who bow and cringe 
to the dictates of the Nationalists. There is 
sanctity and prestige for those who defame 
and slander their fellow men.

The Constitution

T H E  Separate Representation of Voters Bill 
was introduced as a measure of “ political 

apartheid.” In the course of debate it was 
discovered that it went deeper than that. The 
Minister of the Interior and some of his 
colleagues asserted that the South Africa Act 
was not the work of South Africans. They 
have thrown a new light upon its interpreta
tion and its value.

The introduction of four members to 
represent Coloured people will make Parlia
ment a strange gathering of special interests.

The Nationalists are trying to turn back 
the clock. In their refusal to accept the 
facts of modern society they are involving 
themselves in a mass of contradictions. Their 
confusion is carrying South Africa into 
dangerous situations. The only way to pre
vent a tragic end to their policies is for the 
people firmly to oppose them at every turn, 
without compromise or appeasement.

It is folly to fear for the future. The 
present is dangerous enough to demand the 
strongest and most corageous resistance for 
all those who love South Africa.
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SOUTH AFRICAN POLITICS IN 5711-(3)
Drifting From Democratic Practice To Despotic State

rJ ',HE political issues of this year differ 
only from issues of previous years in 

that they are starker, more acute and 
more frightening than ever before. With 
the change of Government in 1948, there 
began a programme of legislation de
signed to achieve political objectives 
which will change the whole pattern of 
society in South Africa. For this reason 
political issues of the current year can
not be isolated from those of the pre
vious couple of years. They form part 
of one legislative programme. Looking 
back over the past three years, one sees 
the desperate haste of the Government 
to give effect to its policy of “ political 
and economic Apartheid” and to lay 
the foundations for a long period of 
political power. The more important 
issue of the economic well-being of the 
mass of the people has been relegated 
to give priority to measures of a pro
vocative and ideological nature.

Living Standards
Political issues are fundamentally 

economic issues. The raising of living 
standards of the poor, the elimination of 
poverty amongst Europeans and non- 
Europeans, the provision of decent 
homes, the creation of opportunities for 
all, are minimum requirements of any 
government. To make a better life for 
all the people in the land is the professed 
aim of all political parties. Indeed, a 
great deal of lip-service is paid to this 
ideal. Yet years go by, generations pass, 
and the lot of the people remains a 
constant and wearying struggle for mere 
existence.

At the present time most homes are 
beset with the problem of making ends 
meet. The unceasing rise in prices is 
making a new army of poor in South 
Africa. Incomes have failed to keep pace 
w'ith living costs. Industry and Com
merce talk of “ increasing buyer re
sistance” —  a sweet way of saying that 
the people can no longer afford to buy. 
Drastic action is needed if South Africa 
is to be saved from economic disaster. 
Is this Government able and willing to 
take such action?

Unnecessary Legislation
The Nationalist Party, like any other 

political party, is determined to translate 
its policies into the laws of the land. 
Whether such policies are in the best 
interest of the country depends upon, 
one’s political outlook, or perhaps upon 
the economic benefits one gains from

By
A LEX H EPPLE, M.P.

M R . A L E X  H E P P L E ,  
w ho is one of the La bo ur  Party 's  

ch ie f  P a r l ia m e n ta ry  spokesmen.

such policies.
The Labour Party believes that much 

of the legislation enacted during the past 
three years is vindictive, unnecessary 
and of such a nature as to engender 
racial ill-feeling. Its effects will infiltrate 
into every sphere of human activity, re
ducing efficiency, raising production 
costs and eventually lowering living 
standards. The hostility of the non- 
Europeans is becoming more evident 
and it is distressing to see the revival and 
aggravation of old antagonisms within 
the European group.

An examination of recent laws reveals 
that South Africa is quickly -drifting 
away from traditional democratic practice 
and following the path that leads to the 
despotic state. Many of our laws bear 
an unhealthy resemblance to the social 
regimentation of fascism. Other laws 
could scarcely be held up as models of 
democratic lawmaking. Powers aFe being 
vested in officials, Ministers and the 
Cabinet to such an extent that these 
people are virtual dictators. Parliament 
is steadily losing its sovereign power. All 
this is done on the excuse of “ emergen
cies” and “ special circumstances.”  It is 
a device that Napoleon found extremely 
useful and one that has been used by 
many mediocre politicians to curb in
telligent critics.

South Africa and UNO

South Africa is a member of the United 
Nations, often finding herself in conflict 
with other members. She made reserva
tions in her acceptance of the Covenant 
of Human Rights on the grounds of “ the 
heterogeneous nature of the communities, 
traditions, customs and circumstances”  
existing in South Africa. During the last 
session of Parliament, the Union went 
beyond that reservation. In the Sup
pression of Communism Amendment 
Act the Union violated sections of the 
Covenant of Human Rights that had 
nothing to do with racial matters. The 
original Act was made retrospective, 
thereby violating Article II (2 )  of the 
Covenant, which lays down that “ No 
one shall be held guilty of any penal 
offence . . . which did not constitute a 
penal offence . . .  at the time when it was 
committed.”

By excluding the rule of law and by 
granting immunity to defamers and 
slanderers, we further dishonoured our 
signature to the Covenant of Human. 
Rights. It is this flagrant contempt for 
our responsibilities as members of the 
United Nations that creates much of the 
suspicion against South Africa. It is 
causing us to lose the leadership on the 
African Continent.

Too many politicians refuse to recog
nise that there are others beside the 
white man inhabiting Africa. In mid- 
1949, according to the United Nations 
Demographic Yearbook, the total popula
tion of Africa was 198,0000. Of this 
total, the Union had a population o f 
12,320,000, made up of 2,620,000 
whites, 8,347,000 Natives, 1,030,000 
Coloureds and 323,000 Asiatics. This 
means that the people of the Union con
stitute but 6%  of the population o f 
Africa, while the whites alone constitute 
a mere 14% . It is necessary to quote 
these figures as a reminder that we should 
see our social and economic problems in 
a clearer perspective. The rapid advance 
of the non-European peoples in other 
parts of the world has confounded the 
politicians of other countries. Let South 
Africa learn before it is too late. If we 
do not want to array against us the 98%  
non-whites of Africa we must exercise 
the highest degree of wise statesmanship. 
New attitudes are demanded to old prob
lems, while new problems are shattering 
old attitudes.
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THE, LABOUR VIEW

Rising Prices Stealing 
Wages And Salaries 

Of The Workers
By ALEX. H EPPLE, M.P.

[To give the Labour Party an opportunity of putting its views before the public 
“ The Natal Mercury” places this space at its disposal once a month. uThe Natal 
Mercury” does not necessarily associate itself with the views expressed. This is

the 17th article.]
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WAGE and salary earners, pensioners and 

all those with fixed incomes are slowly 
but surely being robbed by the continued 
rise in commodity prices. Hardest hit are 
the poor. Every week new price increases 
are announced.

Much is said and written about the cost- 
of-living and many suggestions are offered 
as to how prices can be reduced. But 
nowhere is there any sign of firm steps by 
the Government to deal realistically with 
this most serious problem. Mr. Eric Louw, 
the Minister of Economic Affairs, has been 
pleased to make statements from time to 
time, reporting on Government action against 
rising prices. Shortly after taking office 
(8/7/48) he said:—

“ The only alternative (to Redcol) is to 
reduce profit margins and to tighten up 
price control.”

R id icu lous Reductions

IN reply to a question I put to him on 
January 30, 1951, the Minister gave a 

list of commodities on which profit margins 
had been reduced. The list comprised 14 
items, such as agricultural implements, motor 
vehicles, bicycles, coffee, tea, soft goods, piece 
goods, electrical appliances, etc. In most 
cases the reductions were ridiculous in rela
tion to the profits allowed.

Other statements have been made by the 
Minister of Economic Affairs, such as:—

“ My plan (to reduce the cost-of-living) 
is working at this very moment . . .  It 
is being run with success.” (27/8/48— 
Hansard Col. 1082).

“ I say we have succeeded in arresting 
the rise in the cost-of-living and we have 
done that in spite of the increase in the 
price of overseas goods and in spite of 
the effects of devaluation.” (24/3/50— 
Hansard Col. 3634).

“ Most price increases in the Union are 
the direct effect of rising prices overseas 
. . . The Union’s price index is among the 
lowest in the world.” (Speech at Muizen- 
berg 16/10/50).

D esperate P lig h t

TN spite of these and other statements, the 
J situation has got completely out of hand 
and the plight of the people is becoming 
desperate. They have to live with the facts, 
and facts are harsh and relentless. Money 
melts into nothing. Housewives are becom
ing irritable, on edge and wrinkled in their 
ceaseless struggle to stretch the family 
income.

In 1938 a family could be passing rich on 
£40 per month. Such an income today places 
a family dangerously near the poverty line. 
Large numbers of Europeans earn less than 
that; few non-Europeans earn anything near 
it.
W o rk  H ard e r

living allowances. Apart from the general 
list of commodities which have increased in 
price, there are several concealed factors 
which add to the burden of living costs. 
Where goods are in short supply, housewives 
have to face the “take it or leave it” atti
tude.

The constant scarcity of meat, for example, 
causes housewives to accept lower grades 
at higher prices, or to take expensive cuts 
where cheaper would be preferred, rather 
than have no meat on the table. Young 
couples embarking upon matrimony today 
cannot hope to get one of the cheaper houses 
or flats under Rent Control; they are forced 
to take the newer and expensive flats at 
rentals quite out of proportion to their 
incomes.

C ost-O f-Living  A llow ances

i d .  B u t  

t o  d e a l  

>uw* t h e

c e m e n t s  ± t h v  

' i c e s .

COST-OF-LIVING allowances are designed 
to offset rising prices. These allowances 

are determined in various ways, generally 
being related to the Retail Price Index. In 
some industries the allowance is fixed in 
Industrial Council Agreements, being cal
culated upon a stated Index figure (e.g. 160.0) 
with a proviso that variations of each 5.0 
points shall be compensated by a five per
cent. adjustment in the allowance.

Other agreements and wage awards, how
ever, merely provide for the payment of 
allowances at the rates specified in pro
clamations under War Measure 43 of 1942. 
These rates apply to most employees in the 
Union.

An examination of these rates discloses 
that they fall far short of what they should 
be, in order to restore the purchasing power 
of the £ to 1938 levels.

The D evalued  £

TF a worker earned 100s. in 1938, when the 
-* Retail Price Index stood at 100, he was 
able to buy 100 units for his money. With 
the June Index standing at 171.6 he requires 
171.6s. to buy the same volume of goods. His 
cost-of-living allowances, therefore, should 
be 71.6s. on a wage of 100s. in order to place 
him in the same financial position as he en
joyed in 1938. But in fact he is getting very 
much less than that.

The cost-of-living allowances were last 
revised in April, 1951, being related to the 
February Index of 166.4. Basing our calcu
lations on this Index of 166.4, we are able

t a r y  1951,  

‘g i n s  h a d

j
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see the extent to which a worker lo se s
these allowances.
W e e k ly Gazetted Allow ance

W a g e Allow ance should be
30/-60/-
80/-

11/621/629/-
21/643/-57/3

120/- 38/- 86/-
1 %130/- 40/- 93/-

VV/HEN introducing his Budget this year,
Mr. H avenga, the M inister o f Finance, 

m ade a popular appeal. H e said:
“Perhaps the most important contribu

tion that any citizen of this country can 
make in order to check inflation is by 
expecting as little charity as possible from 
the State and by throwing in his full 
weight in order to increase the productivity 
of our country. That applies to every one 
of us, rich or poor, wage earner or entre
preneur.”

The reduction of production costs would be 
a contribution to cheaper prices. But it is 
only a fraction of what is needed. In any 
case, how would this proposal work out in 
practice? After the w age  earner has agreed 
to w ork harder, refrain  from  a sk in g  for  
higher wages or cost-of-living allow an ces  
and take n° charity from the State, what 
ot the employer and the financier? Will 
they also work harder, increase efficiency, 
accept lower profits and cheaper interest 
rates? If they did, they would be contra
dicting the principles of “free enterprise” 
and the profit system.

Sen tim ent

l l Y  its very nature, capitalism has no room 
17 for sentiment. A board of Directors 
vvhich informed its shareholders that divi
dends had been sacrificed in the national 
interest would be most unpopular; the share
holders would demand some return on their 
investment and if it were not soon forth
coming, they would get rid of their shares 
and seek more profitable investments.

For this reason high moral appeals by the 
Government are useless. Only Government 
action can fairly apply the principle advanced 
by Mr. Havenga, so that there can be an 
honest contribution from big business, small 
business, organised labour and unorganised 
labour, as well as professional workers and 
the Government itself.
Com m odity P rice s

SINCE prices began to advance in 1939, 
there has not been a fair sharing of the 

burden of inflation. Price increases have 
always been several jumps ahead of cost-of-

$  R. & C O .8 /3 1 /2 4 1 I

Ind ex  Fo rced  U p
t o i j .

SINCE these allowances were gazetted, 
prices have forced the Index up to 171.6, 

so that the employee is still worse off. The 
question of basic wages is not affected, be
cause cost-of-living allowances are designed 
to make the basic wages of the same value 
as they would have been in 1938.

The trade unions have written to the 
Minister of Labour asking that allowances 
gazetted under War Measure 43 of 1942 
should be in line with the Retail Price Index.

Pegged A llow ances
'C’MPLOYEES who operate under special 
^  arrangements with their employers for 
the p ay m en t o f  c o s t-o f-liv in g  allow an ces are 
figh tin g  a losing battle. Hardly have allow
ances been adjusted than the Index takes 
another upward leap. Civil servants, whose 
allowances were pegged to the February 
Index of 166.4 have already lost ground be
cause the Index had risen to 171.6 by June. 
What will it be when allowances are next 
revised?

W h y  D oesn’t G overnm ent A c t ?

BN its three years o f  power, the N ationalist 
G overnm ent has tackled this serious pro

blem  in a half-hearted way. D espite repeated 
dem ands from  the w age and salary earners, 
the G overnm ent has allowed inflation to get 
out o f  hand.

The M inister o f F inance has dism issed 
the m atter by saying that political Parties 
w hich talk o f reducing the cost-o f-liv in g  are 
try ing  a political stunt. I f  that is true o f 
other Parties, it is not true o f  the Labour 
Party.

D rastic m easures are needed and the Labour 
P arty  would not hesitate to  take such 
m easures. B y m eans o f  steeply graded taxa
tion, strict price control, com plete rent con 
trol, lim itation o f  profits, ceilings on incom es 
and extensive subsidisation, m uch o f  the 
burden could be  m ore fa irly  shared.

A t the present tim e m ost o f  the burden 
is being carried by those w ho are paid 
inadequate cost-o f-liv in g  allowances.

In  B h itp  —
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STEALING WORKERS' WAGES.
AaOUI THE COST-OF-LIVING.

By AIpx. Hepple, M. P.

age and salary earners, pensioners and all those with
fixed incomes are slowly but surely being robbed by the continued
rise in commodity prices. Hardest hit ere the poor. Every week
new price increases ere announced .

Much is said end written about the Coet-of-Livlng and
many suggestions are offered as to how prices can be reduced. But

stepsnowhere is there any sign of firm icxtisn by the Government to deal
realistically with this most serious problem. Mr. Eric Louw, the
Minister of Economic Affairs, has been pleased to make statements flaw

/dfrom timeA reporting on Government action against rising prices. 
Shortly after taking office (3/7/4-g) he saids-

H The only alternatlve(to Redcol) is to reduce 
profit margins and to tighten up price control11 

In reply to a question I put to him on the 30th. January 1951, 
the Minister gave a list of commodities on which profit margins had 
been reduced. The list comprised fourteen items, such as 
Agricultural Implements, motor vehicles, bicycles, coffee, tea, 
soft goods, piece goods, electrical appliances, etc. In most cases 
the reductions were ridiculous in relation to the profits allowed.

tOther statements have been made by Khe Minister of Economic 
affairs, such as :-

rtMy plan (to reduce the cost-of-living) is working
at this very moment....  It is being run with
success” (27/SAS - Hansard Col. 10S2)

"I say we have succeeded in arresting the rise 
in the Cost—of—living and we have done that in 
spite of the increase in the price of overseas 
goods and in spite of the effects of devaluation” 

(24/3/50 - Hansard Col. 3634)

—

rtMoet price increases in the Union are the direct 
effect of rising prices overseas.... The Union*e 
price index is amongst the lowest in the world.M 

(Speech at Muizenberg 16/10/50) p n i t e  —
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RISING PRICES ARE STEALING WORKERS' WAGES*(continued)

I n  s p i t e  o f  t h e s e  a n d  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  g o t

c o m p l e t e l y  c u t  o f  h a n d  a n d  t h e  p l i g h t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i s  b e c o m i n g

d e s p e r a t e .  They  h a v e  t o  l i v e  w i t h  t h e  f a c t s ,  a n d  f a c t s  a r e  h a r s h

a n d  r e l e n t l e s s .  Money m e l t s  i n t o  n o t h i n g .  H o u s e w i v e s  a r e  b e c o m i n g  
on e d g e

i r r i t a b l e ,  x x x x y  a n d  w r i n k l e d  i n  t h e i r  c e a s e l e s s  s t r u g g l e  t o  s t r e t c h  

t h e  f a m i l y  i n c o m e .

In 193& a family could be passing rich on £40 per month.
S u c h  a n  in c o m e  t o - d a y  p l a c e s  a  f a m i l y  d a n g e r o u s l y  n e a r  t h e  p o v e r t y  

l i n e .  L a r g e  n u m b e r s  o f  E u r o p e a n s  e a r n  l e s s  t h a n  t h a t ;  f e w  Non- 

E u r o p e a n s  e a r n  xji a n y t h i n g  n e a r  i t .

WORK HARDER. When i n t r o d u c i n g  h i e  B u d g e t  t h i s  y e a r ,  M r .  

H a v e n g a ,  t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  F i n a n c e ,  made a  p o p u l a r  a p p e a l .  He s a i d ,  

MP e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t h a t  a n y  

c i t i z e n  o f  t h i s  c o u n t r y  c a n  m ake  i n  o r d e r  t o  c h e c k  

I n f l a t i o n  i s  b y  e x p e c t i n g  a s  l i t t l e  c h a r i t y  a s  

p o s s i b l e  f r ’om t h e  S t a t e  a n d  b y  t h r o w i n g  i n  h i s  f u l l  

w e i g h t  i n  o r d e r  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  o f  o u r  

c o u n t r y .  T h a t  a p p l i e s  t o  e v e r y  on e  o f  u s ,  r i c h  o r  

p o o r ,  w a g e  e a r n e r  o r  e n t r e p r e n e u r .  rt 

The r e d u c t i o n  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  c o s t s  w wold be a  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  

c h e a p e r  p r i c e s .  B u t  i t  i s  o n l y  e f r a c t i o n  o f  x k k . w h a t  i s  n e e d e d .

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  how w o u l d  t h i s  p r o p o s a l  w o r k  o u t  i n  p r a c t i c e ?  A f t e r  t h e  

w a g e  e a r n e r  h a s  a g r e e d  t o  w o r k  h a r d e r ,  r e f r a i n  f ro m  a s k i n g  f o r  h i g h e r  

w a g e s  o r  c o s t - o f - l i v i n g  a l l o w a n c e s  a n d  Hake  no  c h a r i t y  f ro m  t h e  S t a t e ,  

w h a t  o f  t h e  e m p l o y e r  a n d  t h e  f i n a n c i e r ?  W i l l  t h e y  a l s o  w o r k  h a r d e r ,  

i n c r e a s e  e f f i c i e n c y ,  a c e e p t  l o w e r  p r o f i t s  a n d  c h e e p e r  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s ?  

j c x x a  I f  t h e y  d i d ,  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  c o n t r a d l e t i n g  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  o f  “ f r e e  

e n t e r p r i s e •• a n d  t h e  p r o f i t  s y s t e m .  B y  i t s  v e r y  n a t u r e ,  c a p i t a l i s m  

h a e  no room f o r  s e n t i m e n t . < A b o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  w h i c h  i n f o r m e d  i t s  

s h a r e h o l d e r s  t h a t  d i v i d e n d s  h a d  b e e n  s a c r i f i c e d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  

i n t e r e s t  w o u ld  b e  m o s t  u n p o p u l a r  ; t h e  s h a r e h o l d e r s  w o u l d  dem and  some 

r e t u r n  on t h e i r  i n v e s t m e n t  a n d  i f  i t  w e r e  n o t  s o o n  f o r t h c o m i n g ,  t h e y  

w o u l d  g ^ t  r i d  o f  t h e i r  s h r - r e e  an d  s e e k  m ore  p r o f i t a b l e  i n v e s t m e n t s .

For t h i s  reason —
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RISING PRICES ARE STEALING- WORKERS1 WAGES, (continued)

For this reaeon high moral appeals by the Government are 
useless. Only Government action can fairly apply the principle af 
advanced by Mr. Havenga, so that there can be an honest contribution 

' from big business, small business, organised labour and unorganised
• T 1 r labour, as well as professional workers end the Government itself.

COMMODITY PRICES. Since prices began to advance in 1939* 

there has not been a fair sharing of the burden of Inflation. Price 
* : u ‘ increases have always been several Jumps ahead of cost-of-living
* allowances. Apart from the general list of commodities which have 

increased in price, there are several concealed factors which add to 
the burden of living costs. Where goods are in short supply,

" housewives have to face the “take it or leave itHattitude. ihe
constant scarcity of meat, for example, causes housewives to accept 
lower grades at higher prices, or to take expensive cuts where cheaper 
would be preferred, rather than have no neat on the table. loung 
couples embarking upon matrimony to-day cannot hope to get one of 
the cheaper houses or flats under Rent Control; they are forced to 
take the newer and expensive'flats at rentals quite out of proportion 
to their Incomes.

COST-of^LIVING ALLOWANCES. Cost-of-living allowances are 
designed to offset rising prices* These allowances are determined 
In various ways, generally being related to the Retail Price Index.
In some industries the allowance is fixed in Industrial Council 
Agreements, being calculated upon a stated Index figure (e.g. 160.0) 
with a proviso that variations of each 5-0 points shall be compensated 
by a five percent adjustment in the allowance. Other agreements 
and wage awards, however, merely provide for the payment of 
allowances at the rates specified srotfai! in proclinations under war

c;" Measure U3 of 19*1-2. These rates apply to most employees in the
Union. An examination of these rates discloses that they fall far
short of what they should be$ in order to restore the purchasing 

ri power of the £ to 1938 levels.
THE DEVALUED £. If a worker earned 100/- in 193^> when 

the Retail Price Index stood at 100, he was sole to buy 100 units
for his -
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PI SING PRICES ARE STEALING V/ORKERS1 WAGES, (continued.)

for hie money. With the June Index standing at 171*6 he requires 
171.6/- to buy the same volume of goods. Hie cost-of-living 
allowance, therefore, should be 7 1 *6/- on & wage of 100/- in order 
to place him in the same financial position as he enjoyed in 1 9 3 *̂ 
But in fact he is getting very much less than that. The cost-of- 
living allowances were last revised in April 1951» being related to 
the February Index of 166.4. Basing our calculations on this 
Index of 166.4, we are able to see the extent to which a worker 
Ewlfars loses on these allowances.

Weekly
Wage.

Gazetted
Allowance#

Allowance 
should be

30/- 1 1 / 6 2 1 / 6

60/- ■ 2 1 / 6 4 3/-

s o / - 29/- 57/3
120/- 38/- 36/-

130/- 4o/~ 9 3/-
Since these allowances were gazetted, prices have 

forced the Index up to 171*6, so that the employee is still worse 
off. The question of basic wages is not affected, because cost- 
of-living allowances are designed to make the basic wages of the 
same value as they would have been in 193^• The tra^e unions
have written to the Minister of Labour asking that allowances 
gazetted under War Measure 43 of 1942 should be in line with the 
Retail Price Index.

PEGGED ALLOWANCES, Employees who operate under 
special arrangements with their employers for the payment of cost- 
of-living allowances are fighting a losing battle. Hardly have 
allowances been adjusted than the Index takes another upward leap. 
Civil servants, whose allowances were pegged to the February Index 
of 166.4 have already lost ground because the Index had risen to 
171*6 June. What will it be when allowances are next revised?

WHY DOESN *T THE GOVERNMENT ACT? In its three years 
of power, the Nationalist Government has tackled this serious problem 
is a half-hearted way. Despite repeated demands from the wage and

- salary *
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RISING PRICES ARK STEALING WORKERS1 ft'AGEB. (continued)

=»ln T* salary earners, the Government hes allowed fch* Inflation to get out 
, of hand* 7he Minister of Finance has dismissed the matter "by saying 
o - that political parties which talk of reducing the cost-of-living are 

trying a political stunt. If that is tru^ of thx other parties, it 
- is not true of the Labour Party* Drastic measures are needed and the 

:iTj v: Labour Party would not hesitate to take such measures* By means of 
steeply graded taxation, strict price control, complete rent control, 
limitation of profits, ceilings on incomes and extensive subsidisation 
much of the burden could be more fairly shared* At the present time 
most Ox the burden is being carried by those who are paid cost-of- 
living allowances.

•
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6/8/51.
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WHOSE VICTORY IS LABOUR'S 
: DEFEAT? ASKS ALEX HEPPLE
U.P. Can Play Into Nats. Hands

EV LRt one of Labour’s 17 candidates in the Johannes
burg Municipal elections was defeated. In some 

quarters this has caused jubilation. Considering the fright
ful trend in political affairs in South Africa, this is 
astounding.

U nderstandably, the Nationalists 
are delighted. Dr. Ross, speaking 
fo r  the Nationalist Party, acclaim s 
L abour’s defeat as p roo f that South 
A frica  has room  fo r  tw o  parties 
on ly. He says that there is no p lace 
fo r  any group w ith  L eftist leanings. 
In this he is at one w ith  Senator 
T u cker o f  the U nited Party, w h o  
declares: “ the results show  that S.A. 
is opposed to extrem ism  . . . the 
fact that several L abour candidates 
w ho are regarded as being  extrem e 
L eft W ing w ere defeated b y  large 
m ajorities, show s the v iew  o f  the 
peop le.”  A part from  the fact that 
it w as L abour’s “ m oderates”  w ho 
suffered the w orst defeats, Senator 
T u ck er ’s allegations about extrem - 

j ism w ou ld  be m ore in  keeping if  
they  w ere  directed at the N ation
alists.

Two-Party System
This is not the first tim e that the 

claim  has been  m ade fo r  “ tw o p ar
ties on ly ”  in South A frica . O f 
course, both  the U.P. and the Nats, 
w ou ld  lik e  that. It w ou ld  
strengthen their ow n positions; it 
w ou ld  leave the pu b lic  no alterna
tive, com pelling them  to b e  “ fo r ”  
or  “ against”  on every  issue, irres
pective  o f  the m erits o f  the case. 
But both  m a jor parties are indu lg
ing in  w ishful thinking if  th ey  b e 
liev e  that L abour can be e lim in 
ated from  the politica l scene in  
South A frica . L abour has a fo llo w 
in g  w hich  cannot be w rested aWay, 
either b y  the Nats, o r  the U.P.

Labour’s Following
A n  exam ination o f  the po lling  

figures show s that in the seventeen 
w ards w here L abour fought, they 
secured alm ost 30 per cent, o f  the 
votes cast. U nder P roportional 
Representation, L abour w ou ld  have 
w on  not less than five o f  these 17 
seats. T h is  is in spite o f  the fact 
that in fou r w ards the L abour can 
didates did little or n o  w ork  and 
operated w ith practica lly  no organ
isation.

H ad these four w ards been  p ro 
per ly  canvassed and norm ally  cam 
paigned, the Labour vote  w ou ld  
have been  considerably higher. The 
significance o f  the voting  figures 
cannot be overlooked .

Why Labour Lost
A  dozen and one m inor reasons 

are advanced fo r  L abou r’ failure 
at the polls. The custom ary post
m ortem s help to assess the strength 
and weakness o f  our organisation 
and provide valuable know ledge 
fo r  the future. But it is obvious 
that there w as a general apathy 

, and nervousness am ongst those w ho 
w ould  norm ally  have supported the 
L abour candidates. G enerally, the 
cam paign w as based upon  the 
record  o f  the U.P. in  m unicipal 
governm ent, although in som e 
w ards purely  loca l issues predom 
inated.

The m iserable record  o f  the U.P.

in the Johannesburg C ity Council, 
w ith  their dictatorial m ajority , in 
ternal dissension and riva l factions, 
w as not considered b y  the 
electorate. T heir proposals to 
red uce the w ages o f  the transport 
w orkers, their banning o f  the 
T orch  C om m ando float procession , 
their restrictions upon  free  speech 
in the City, their raising bus and 
tram  fares tw ice  in  the past fou r 
years, and their failure to  deal w ith 
the housing question, w ere also not 
taken into account. E ven the 
dubbing o f  L abour candidates as 
“ com m unist”  and “Nationalist”  had 
less effect than usual.

It w as obvious that the unceasing 
propaganda fo r  the defeat o f  the 
Nats, at the n ext general election  
(conducted by  the L abour Party as 
w e ll as the U.P.) had created in  the 
p u b lic m ind  the idea that the on ly 
w a y  to beat the Nats, w as to  vote  
U.P.

S k ilfu lly  using the cry  that “ the 
U.P. is the on ly  party fighting the 
Nats,”  the U.P. w as able to confuse 
the issues b e fore  the m unicipal 
electorate. L o c a l governm ent 
affairs, and the record  o f  the U.P. 
in  that sphere, w ere  subm erged by  
a desire to show  the Nats, the 
strength o f  the opposition.

In face  o f  this, the L abour vote 
o f  30 per cent, in  the seventeen 
w ards is additionally  significant. 
Despite the diversion  o f  the pu b lic ’s 
attention from  loca l to  national 
issues, this large bod y  o f voters 
supported the L abour Party 
against the U nited Party.

A Nationalist Victory
In co ld  fact, these elections w ere  

a v ictory  fo r  the Nats. W hile the 
three L abou r councillors w ere 
elim inated, three m ore Nat. coun 
cillors w ere  elected. N ationalist 
representation in the Johannesburg 
C ity C ouncil has been  alm ost 
doubled.

The first signs o f  this v ictory  
w ere seen w hen the U nited Party 
allow ed the leader o f  the N ation
alists, Dr. Ross, and tw o  o f  his 
colleagues unopposed returns. P re 
viously  the U.P. had declared that 
every  Nat. “ m ust and w ill be 
fought.”  The L abour Party be lieved  
this prom ise and carefu lly  
abstained from  putting up candi
dates w here th ree-corn ered  con 
tests m ight result.

A fter  the hysterical re jo ic in g  at 
L abour’s defeat dies dow n  in  
certain  quarters, the realisation 
w ill com e that the U .P.’s “ smashing 
v ictory ”  is noth ing less than a 
N ationalist v ictory , w ith  the dis
appearance o f  three L abour coun 
cillors and their rep lacem ent b y  
three Nats. This event w ill have 
serious repercussions in  the 
national politica l field. N o w ond er 
the Nats, are happy w ith  the result 
o f  the elections, and w elcom e the 
defeat o f  L abour at the hands o f 
the U.P.

Those w h o pretend that there is 
no room  in South A frica  fo r  a 
Labour P arty kn ow  that they are 
talking rubbish. N either o f  the 
m ajor parties has sufficient appeal 
to the w orkers. C ontrolled  and 
financed as they  are b y  land- 
owners, financiers, industrialists 
and other w ealthy interests, they 
are unable and generally  unw illing  
to understand and advance the 
cause o f  that m ajority  w h ich  com 
prises the w age —  and salary —  
earning classes.

W hile racia l issues predom inate, 
the politica l w eather favours one or 
other o f  the m a jor parties. Yet. 
even  now , L abour has show n that 
there is a significant group strong 
enough to upset either o f  them . The 
L abour vote  in the m unicipal e le c 
tions can be taken as a fair re flec
tion o f  its support in  all the indus
trial areas o f  the Union. W hile in 
itself not enough to w in  seats fo r  
Labour, this vote is significant and 
grow ing.

E conom ic considerations must 
inevitably becom e o f  m ajor im port
ance to  the electorate. W hen that 
tim e com es —  and it is n ot fa r  off 
—  the true strength o f  L abour 
appeal w ill be  revealed.

Sham Workers’ Party
The Nationalists, w h o boast 

that “ the w orkers and m iddle  
classes look  to the Nationalists to  
serve their interests” are already 
feeling  the rum blings o f  d iscon 
tent am ong the w orkers. They 
know  that even  the cra fty  m an
oeuvring o f  their politica l organ
isers is failing to strengthen their 
fo llow in g  am ong the w orkers. F or 
this reason they are still toy ing  
w ith  their old idea o f  starting a 
new  kind o f  “ L abour”  or  “ W orkers’ 
Party.”  B efore  such a party has 
any hope o f  success, the Labour 
Party m ust be  elim inated. The Nat. 
“ W orkers’ P arty” cou ld  v ery  easily 
fo llow  the path o f  the N ational 
Socialist Germ an W orkers’ Party, 
better kn ow n  as the Nazi Party.

The L abour p o licy  o f  the Nats, 
show s a strong desire fo r  con 
trolled  w ork ers ’7 organisations.

On the other hand, the U nited 
Party w e ll know  that it can n ever 
gain the support o f  a w id e  section 
o f  the w orkers. The constant sneers 
and criticism s levelled  at w orkers 
b y  the U.P. press and U.P. spokes
m en keep w ork ers suspicious o f  
U.P. intentions. Such things as the 
recent proposal o f  the U.P. C ity 
C ouncil to  red uce  w ages and 
w orsen  conditions o f  som e o f  their 
w orkers, are carefu lly  noted  and 
rem em bered.

Labour Will Triumph
It is to  be  regretted that the 

anti-N ationalist forces  are w eak 
ened b y  division. Y et it seem s that 
once again the lesson has to  be 
learned that L abour has a part to 
p lay  in this country.

Individuals m ay be defeated, but 
the Party rem ains. Its fo llow in g  
dem ands that the L abour Party 
should continue to fight. The vo ice  
o f  L abour cannot be  stilled, either 
b y  p o lit ica l enem ies or  politica l 
opportunists. C om e w hat m ay, 
Labour supporters w ill not be 
denied the opportunity to vote fo r  
Labour men.
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By A LEX H EPPLE, M.P.
A T  this tim e o f  the year it is usual to  be 

■t*- o f  good cheer and to  look  hopefully 
forw ard to the future. It is the occasion  
for national leaders to  issue their N ew  Y ear 
messages, ringing out the “ o ld” and rin g
ing in the "n ew ,” thanking the nation for 
tolerating past stupidities and begging them 
to take further doses.

W ith  surprising regularity the people take 
their m edicine. H ow ever fa r  back  w e delve 
into history, w e find kings, statesm en and 
political leaders prom ising their people that 
the future w ill be better than the past.

Real prosperity has been “ just around 
the corn er” fo r  so long that civilisation  
must have got in to the lane w ithout a 
turning.

Rising Cost of Nat. Rule

Scarcity Economics
T  IV IN G  generations kn ow  on ly o f  crises 
^  upon crises, uncertainty, con fusion  and 
fear. W hen  there are plenty o f  goods 
available, the people have no m on ey; and 
when they have the m oney there is a  short
age o f goods. P eop le have got past w on 
dering when they w ill en joy  the tim e and 
the place and the loved one together.

In the exhausting struggle for  existence 
the average citizen leaves the solution of 
the nation ’s econom ic problem s to  the poli
ticians, or at best to  the econom ists. As 
far as he is concerned, the average citizen 
concentrates upon earning a liv ing and 
w orrying if the £ w ill ever buy as m uch 
as it used to. H is incom e is h igher than 
it was in 1939, yet he is w orse off. N ever
theless, he stubbornly clings to  the evils 
o f  scarcity  econom ics and fears to  seek 
salvation a long new  paths. And so, in a 
spirit o f  false and desperate optim ism , he 
laps up the prom ises o f  better tim es ahead, 
m erely to  m eet d isappointm ent tim e after 
time.

T H E  N ationalists have created >an atm os- 
A phere o f  fear, suspicion  and doubt.

They have frigh tened desirable im m i
grants aw ay and discouraged thousands of 
good  people from  settling in the Union. 
T hey have caused an exodus o f  large num 
bers o f  good  South A fricans to the R h o- 
desias.

W ith  their G rievances C om m ission they 
have disrupted discipline and efficiency in 
the R ailw ay service.

M uch o f  their social legislation has 
brought unhappiness in to untold thousands 
o f  hom es.

Their education  policy  has snatched 
aw ay the parents ’ right to choose the 
m edium  o f  their ch ildren ’s instruction.

T hey have assailed the constitution  and 
taken aw ay the voting  rights o f  the C ol
oured people.

They have abrogated the rule o f  law  in 
the pretence o f  ou tlaw ing Com m unism .

The full fo rce  and effect o f  these and 
other acts have not yet been felt. Their 
cost in m oney will be in calculable; their 
cost in hum an su ffering infinite.

T he current black  m arket in steel illus- 
! trates this. It has becom e so  w idespread 
! that the M inister o f  E con om ic A ffa irs  has 
taken the extrem e and extraord inary step  
o f  inviting individuals to  w rite hinj 
secretly  to  in form  against b lack  m arketeers* 
It w ould seem  that n orm ally  honest busi
nessm en are guilty o f  participating  in these 
anti-social activities. T heir argum ent is 
that “ E verybod y ’s doing it and if  I don ’t* 
I ’ll soon be out o f  business. M y custom ers 
aren ’t interested in m y m orals; they want 
me to  deliver the goods.”

This is one o f  the grow in g  evils o f  thq 
profit system  fo r  w hich  no pro-cap ita lisf 
G overnm ent has a cure.

On the other hand, they have a  quiclq 
cure fo r  the current econ om ic problem  o f 
inflation. A t a recen t forum  o f  econom ists 
in L ondon  it was stated that “ a certain  
am ount o f  unem ploym ent is necessary as n 
first step to  low erin g w ages and restricting 
the flpw o f  m oney.” H um an factors  are 
treated as o f  no im portan ce; m an is thd 
slave o f the m ach ine; profits count before 
people. Such an attitude suggests thaf 
there is no hope fo r  the com m on man.

The W ay Out

Elusive Prosperity
rp O D A Y  there are virtually  no unem ployed ;

w ages are h igher than ever be fore ; in 
dustry and com m erce are m aking big 
profits; agricu ltural production  and profits 
are up; there is large-sca le  industrial de
velopm ent. Yet, in spite o f  these outw ard 
appearances o f  prosperity, South A fricans 
are an unhappy and w orried  people. They 
are unhappy because they are losing the 
battle against rising liv ing costs; they are 
w orried because th ey  see no hope fo r  the 
future.

In his N ew  Y ea r ’s m essage fo r  1950, Dr. 
M alan said: “T he tide has turned in our 
favour, and farther ahead, the return o f 
norm al conditions and greater prosperity 
is a lready com ing  in to view'—a w ell-being 
in w hich  all sections and interests w ill have 
their fa ir share.”

That greater prosperity  has failed to 
m aterialise. T he N ationalists w ill tell you 
it is because o f  devaluation, the w ar in 
K orea  and the m ounting expenditure on 
rearm am ent overseas. T hey carefu lly  
avoid exam ining the effect o f  their own 
actions upon the lives o f  the people. 
D om estic events have played an im portant 
part in depressing the people o f  South 
A frica .

Runaway Inflation
TW the econ om ic field a dangerous situa- 

tion is developing. The G overnm ent 
have surrendered to runaw ay inflation. 
W age and salary earners are fac in g  a bitter 
future. D espite assurances that profit m ar
gins are being w atched and that consum ers 
w ill be protected, the G overnm ent have 
failed utterly to  com e to  grips w ith the 
situation. Incom es arc falling  rapidly in 
arrear o f  prices.

The M inister o f  E con om ic A ffairs appears 
to concentrate his energies upon boasts o f 
past achievem ents and vague prom ises fo r  
the future. G overnm ent spokesm en join  in 
the cry  fo r  increased production , greater 
saving and few er dem ands fo r  social ser
vices from  the w orkers. N ow here, except 

, from  the L abour Party, is heard the cry  
1 for  a pruning o f  profits, and drastic m eas- 
■ ures to curb the m ad scram ble fo r  m oney
m aking.

Government’s Dilemma
T H E  G overnm ent face  the sam e dilem /na 

as other pro-C apitalist governm ents.

BU T there is hope. There is another way* 
It  is through  planned dem ocratic! 

Socialist society. Sooner or later the peop le  
have to  ch oose betw een the insecurity  ancf 
unhappiness o f  capitalism  on the one hand 
and the security  and happiness o f  Socialism ! 
on the other. Socialism  is the on ly form  o f  
society that can m easure up to  m odern con
ditions. Planned society w ill ensure a fail? 
deal for a ll; that production  w ill be fo r  use 
and not fo r  profit; that scarce  com m odities 
w ill be fa irly  shared; that surpluses w ill 
not bankrupt the farm er and the p rodu cer; 
that there w ill be equality o f  opportunity  
for all.

Contained in the program m e o f  thd 
Labour P arty  are plans fo r  the orderly  de
velopm ent o f  South A frican  society. Due) 
regard is taken o f  the interests and aspira
tions o f all sections o f  our com m unity* 
Agriculture, industry, housing, education* 
N ative affairs and other aspects o f  society  
are all dealt w ith in a sincere and pro
gressive way.

T he Labour P a rty  does not offer quicK 
cures fo r  all the evils w hich  have grow n  
out o f  decades o f  capitalist exploitation. 
It does not o ffer g low in g N ew  Y ear m es
sages that w ill fade like will o ’ the w isps. 
The Labour P arty  says that the future lies 
in the hands o f  the people. T hey can em 
bark upon the ' road to  security  and happi
ness if  they choose to  follow ’ the P a r ty  
o f  the people.

The L abour Party, established in Soutl£ 
A frica  tw o years before  Union, is the o n ly  
political P arty  that has retained its iden
tity throughout the years. T oday, it is th e  
“ Third P arty.” B ecause o f  its character, it  
is the on ly P arty  w hich  can  o ffer th e  
people o f  South A fr ica  a real alternative* 
Despite its ups and dow ns, its disappoint
m ents and defeats, the L abour P arty  is th e  
only P arty  w hich  can  face  the fu ture wittt 
confidence. T he w orld  is m oving tow ard s 
Socialism .

Fake Labour Parties

W hile they are anxious to  solve the econ
om ic problem  o f the nation, they fear to  
take the necessary steps, because in so 
doing they w ould be m ov ing  tow ards 
Socialism .

They cou ld  m ove tow ards N ationals 
Socialism  (the C orporate State) w hich  i^ 
m ore likely  in the case o f  our N ationalise 
G overnm ent. The latter step w ould preserv^ 
capitalism  and dragoon  the w orkers. In  

; the m eantim e the N ationalists contend 
them selves w ith im posing controls and regu^ 
lations and hoping fo r  the best. T h ey scorn  
the honest co -opera tion  o f  the public ancf 
prefer rigid, i f  unintelligent regulation* 
w hich disturbs and annoys industry ana 
com m erce and o ften  fails to  ach ieve thd 
true benefits o f  control.

This raises the question o f  com m ercia l 
m orality. T hose w ho shout loudest fo r  4  
“ free  m ark et” are the qu ickest to  stifle 
free  com petition . T h ey  aim  at establish ing 
m onopolies, the elim ination  o f  their com 
petitors and the setting up o f  pr ice  rings. 
T hey cast aside m orality  as casually  as th ey  
would a cigarette end.

r p H E R E  are people w ho are anxious t<3) 
see the end o f  the L abour Party. I t  

would suit the tw o  m a jor Parties if  th ey  
could rem ove the L abour alternative fro m  
the political scene. That would com pel th e  15 * 
electorate to  be either “ N ationalist”  op 
"U nited P a rty ” w ithout thought or con 
sideration  fo r  policies. E m otional and 
irrelevant issues cou ld  stam pede the voters 
to the polls.

But the L abour P a rty  cannot be elim in
ated. E ven  the N ationalists realise that.
As discontent grow s am ong urban w orkers 
w ho placed their faith  in a N ationalist 
G overnm ent, preparations are being m ade 
fo r  a N ationalist “ L abour P arty ,”  w ith all 
the pow er and finance o f  the N ationalists 
behind it. The success o f  such  a P arty  
depends upon the sm ashing o f  the L abou r 
P arty  and the div iding o f  the trade unions.

B efore  us are years o f  crisis. T hey are  
years w l^ch  can decide the fate  o f  dem o
cra cy  in A frica . O pportunist politics can  
lead us into disaster. In  the L abou r pro
gram m e is w ritten  a faith  fo r  the future, 
hope fo r  all sections o f  the people and a  
better life  fo r  everyone. W hat better pro
m ise fo r  the N ew  Y ear could there be than 
th a t?
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POLITICAL
FOR 1952

By ALEX HEPPLE, M.P

PROSPECTS

g  O U T H

MR. H E P P L E

A F R IC A  is 
entering upon 
a n even tfu l 
year. N orm al
ly , the p ros
pect w ou ld  be 
a happy one, 
fo r  this year 
w e celebrate 
t h e  tercen 
tenary o f  the 
landing o f  Jan 
van R iebeeck  
at Cape Tow n. 
T h e  com ing 

m onths w ill be occu pied  w ith 
these celebrations and should be 
a happy diversion  from  the fear
fu l realities o f existence in  this 
in flationary year o f  1952.

T H E  T H R E A T  OF W A R . The 
threat o f  W orld  W ar Three con 
tinues to exist. The w orld  press 
b low s h ot and co ld  w ith  alter
nating headlines such as “ w ar 
danger recedes”  and “ tension in 
creasing” ; bu t om inously, stock 
p iling continues and re-arm a- 
m ent program m es are stepped 
up b y  all countries.

T H E  T H R E A T  OF PEACE. R e
cently  a U nited N ations E co 
nom ic Com m ittee w arned its 
m em bers against the increasing 
danger o f a w orld -w id e  depres
sion “ w hen W estern re-arm a
m ent com es to an end o r  begins 
to leve l o ff.”  There n ow  seems 
to be  a fear that peace m ay 
break  out in  K orea  and cause a 
slackening in the spending on 
armaments, precipitating an in 
dustrial crisis throughout the 
w orld .

T H E  S T E R L IN G  CRISIS. The
recurring crisis in the Sterling 
B loc is upon us once again. 
South A frica , lik e  other C om 
m onw ealth countries w ill have 
to take strong m easures to save 
sterling from  disaster. This m ay 
m ean further im port restrictions 
and other con tro l m easures for 
South A frica .

RACE R E L A T IO N S . In addi
tion to the serious econom ic 
problem s and international d if
ficu lties w hich  beset the Union, 
there is the prob lem  o f race re 
lations. H overing  over the com 
ing Tercentenary C elebrations is 
the cloud  o f non-European hos
tility, ev idenced  b y  the threat 
o f counter-dem onstrations and 
defiance o f  certain law s con 
tained in a note sent b y  the 
A frican  N ational Congress to the 
P rim e M inister.

T H E  COST OF L IV IN G .  D e
spite fu ll em ploym ent, poverty  
is stalking the w orkers o f  South 
A frica . W ith grim  and ruthless 

' regularity, liv in g  costs m ove u p 
wards, ever upwards. The D e
cem ber R etail P rice  Index soared 
to 179.5. On the other hand, 
w orkers have rece iv ed  n o  co r 
responding increase in w ages or 
cost-o f-liv in g  allow ances.

It seem s a far cry  to those 
days w hen it w as fashionable to 
talk o f  the “ century o f  the com 
m on m an.” N ow adays the com 
m on m an is berated because he 
doesn ’t produce enough. The 
w ork er is fighting a losing 
battle and he senses it even  if  
he doesn ’t  understand w hy.

T H E  G E N E R A L  EL E C T IO N .  
In the face o f  these im portant 
factors, South A frica  m oves to
w ards the G eneral E lection o f  
1953. This e lection  is im portant 
because it w ill g ive  the country 's 
answ er to fiv e  years o f  N ational
ist rule. The fu ll fo rce  and e ffect 
o f  N ationalist legislation has still 
n ot been fe lt  b y  the people, b e 
cause fe w  o f  these law s are as 
yet fu lly  operative. Their im pact 
upon the individual has yet to 
be experienced . Such law s as 
the Population  Registration A ct, 
the G roup A reas A ct, the Separ
ate Representation o f  V oters 
A ct, the N ative B u ild ing W ork 
ers A ct, the Suppression o f  C om 
m unism  A ct, are still in their 
initial stages o f  operation.

U ncertainty, racial tensions, 
the threat o f  w ar and the ever 
rising cost o f liv in g  are dem oral
ising everyone. The stepping 
stones through the com ing year 
are slippery and dangerous, yet 
the fierce  and reckless political 
propaganda necessary to con d i
tion and m islead the electorate 
is sw inging into m otion.

In the insanity o f  e lectioneer
ing, the m ajor problem s facing  
South A frica  and the w orld  m ay 
be forgotten  for  a w hile. But 
w hen the shouting dies dow n, 
these problem s w ill still be 
there, probab ly  m ore stark and 
frightening than ever before.



BACK TO THE DAYS OF 
THE MINING CAMP

A Comment On The Native Laws Amendment Bill
BY A L E X  H E P P L E ,  M . P .

rp  H E Native 
Law s A m end

m ent Bill, w hich 
has been debated 
at great length in 
Parliam ent, deals 
with m any rnat- 
ters of a d iverg

e n t  nature. It 
contains som e far- 

p r e a c h i n g  pro
visions fo r  the 
control and direc
tion o f  Native 
labour. The Bill 

Mr. A. Hepple has m any clauses, 
am ending four 

Acts, the principal one being the 
N ative Labour Regulation A ct o fTen.

The 1911 A ct was applicable to 
N ative labourers em ployed in the 
Mines. It contained m any penal 
offences, devised to rigidly control 
and discipline young tribal Natives 
under con tract to w ork  in the 
m ines, and established a severe 
code em pow ering Inspectors of 
N ative Labour, to im pose sum m ary 
judgm ent upon offenders.

Spreading The Code
Tow ards the end o f  the 1949 

Session o f Parliam ent, an apparent
ly  innocuous am ending A ct was 
passed (A ct No. 56 of 1949). Stripped 
o f its legal phraseology and ob 
scurity. this A ct extended the de
finition  o f “Native L abourer”  to 
include all Native w orkers. As a 
result, not on ly Native m ine- 
w orkers. but all Natives em ployed 
in industry w ere brought under 
the special penal provisions of the 
old Native Labour Regulation A ct 
o f 1911.

The B ill now  before  Parliam ent 
is the n ext step to place Native 
w orkers in com m erce and industry 
outside the scope o f norm al labour 
law s and em ployer-em ployee re
lations.

Putting The Clock Back
The passing of this B ill w ill cre 

ate hosts of new problem s in the 
industrial field. The Nationalist 
G overnm ent has adopted the out
worn and discredited legislation of 
1911 as the ideal method of making 
the best use of South A frica 's 
labour resources in 1952. In 1911 
m ining was the only industry of 
nificant. To-ay, secondary industry 
em ploys more than 400,000 Native 
w orkers, w hile m ining em ploys less 
than 300.000.

This startling change conveys 
nothing to the Nationalists. The 
effect o f the 1949 A ct and the pre
sent B ill is to apply the rigorous 
law s of our m ining cam p days 
and its com pounds to a highly 
developed industrial society. The 
G overnm ent apparently believes 
that the labour code that was used 
in the mine com pounds for migrant, 
tribal Natives is em inently suit
able for the detribalised urbanised 
Native factory w orker. This con 
flicts with the facts produced by 
our experience. .

What Facts Show
The Social and E conom ic Plan

ning Council condem ned the sys
tem of m igratory labour in 1946 
as “ m orally, socia lly  and econom ic
ally w rong.” The Fagan Com m is
sion in 1948 declared:—

“ A policy  based upon the pro
position that the Natives in the 
towns are all Native migrants or 
can be kept in the stage of tem 
porary migrants . . . w ould  be a 
false policy, if for no other 
reason than because the proposi
tion itself in the course of time 
has been proved to be false.”  
Last year, the Industrial Legis

lation Com m ission com m ented:
“ It w ould appear extrem ely 

d ifficu lt to the Com m ission to 
justify an extension o f the dis
advantages and evils attendant 
upon the em ploym ent of migrant 
labour to all trades and indus
tries. M oreover, there w ould be

no guarantee that the w orkers 
w ould return to the same indus
tries. and their previous training 
w ould, therefore, be lost. The 
com plaint has already been made 
that the em ploym ent of Native 
labour is uneconom ical, because 
the e ffic iency  o f these w orkers 
is low ; this com plaipt w ould be 
aggravated if all N ative labour 
w ere m igratory."

Promoting Inefficiency
Under this Bill, no distinction is 

made between skilled and semi
skilled w orkers on the one hand 
and raw, untrained labourers on 
the other. A ll N ative w orkers are 
lum ped together and classified as 
“ workseekeKS.” w hether they have 
received any training or not.

In consequence, a Native en
gaged in repetitive w ork  on a 
m achine in a factory, m ight find 
that because of a surplus o f labour 
in the area w here he has w orked 
and lived for m any years, he must 
accept em ploym ent as a street- 
cleaner in an area far away, m erely 
because such a vacancy exists. He 
must leave his hom e and his 
fam ily, in addition to forfeiting  his 
valuable experience.

Or a Native w ho has acquired 
a degree o f skill as a m echanic’s 
assistant in a garage m ight find, 
on leaving his em ploym ent, that 
he m ust accept w ork  as a farm  
labourer in another district.

Slave Labour Law
A G overnm ent w hich  puts the 

clock  back by adopting the out
m oded legislation o f  forty  years 
ago and applying it to two-thirds 
o f its industrial force, cannot be 
taken seriously when it talks about 
the need for increased production 
and greater effic iency  in industry.

This truly can be described as a 
slave labour law. It is in con flict 
with the norm al accepted standards 
for the relationship betw een em 
ployer and em ployee. It w ill re
tard progress, mar e ffic iency  and 
cause unnecessary friction.
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ALEX. HOPPLE, M. P.

L  A p r i l  l p 5 2 .

r. ee Lon, 
o/o lu» Lay Express* '■•ain Street,

Pear Mr. ,e*ton.
Herewith statement o n the Constitutional crisis

ae protil^ed.
I have not seen anywhere a report on she prospects 

of a full- o le debate on this Issue h fliaaent r e - s  a ambles*
-“lthough many people are aching me about It. Perhaps you would 
like t) include a refrrence on this aspect in your *tory?

et debate is resumed on the 16 th#
| ril (the *ay after tha resumption of Parliament) Mr# Strauss 
will continue hl§ argument on them&tter and a general debits is 
expected to follow. v r, 9$ only four r̂ fire ve
bsen * Hotted to the whole of the debate on Mr# HsTtUfi’* Motion 
*• Thet the- house go into Committee of Supply", it i? oubtful if 

r ••n tr-'O 11 yfl rill bi v ft) 9 to t ;; •• iiSuti )n ~ r •• - »
bec*u?e a reasonable amount of time ’.suit be left for criticism 
of the Budget itself. In addition* there? will be the dewand 
fir tliae froa asny members who look forward to the Hud&et debate 
as th*ir one opportunity to raise all kinds of matters#

I t  w o u ld  s e e & , therefore, that argument under
the Budget will be only a preliminary s irmiah to the full-seals 
debate which must take p lace* when the Government Introduces it# 
Bill r-ralnft the Courts.

S in e  rcly Your?,

*



STATEMENT BY Mr* ALEX* HEPPLE, M. P, (Senior Vice-Chairman 
of the S* Ao Labour Party)*

When tke Appellate Court*• declilon on tke Separate 
Representation of Voter* case was announced, the Labour Party 
welcomed it as an affirmation of tke principle tkat tke rights 
of the citizen depend upon tke Courts upholding the rfcle of 
law against all who seek to breach it, however powerful they be.

Tke Labour Party warned tke Government tkat any attempt 
to attack or sidetrack tke decision of the Appellate Court 
would be bitterly resented and strenuously resisted by all 
liberty-loving South Africans.

Since then tke Government has announced its intention 
to introduce legislation, retrospective to December 19^1> 
establishing tkat the Courts will not have the testing rights 
of Acts of Parliament* In other words, tke Government seeks 
to evade tke Court*s decision and persists in its attempts to 
violate the entrenched clauses of our Constitution.

In a Joint statement, the four Provincial leaders of tke 
Nationalist Party have declared tkat "the fight will be fought 
to tke end; no compromise is possible“• It must be obvious 
to everyone tkat this statement, while making generous use of 
high-sounding phrases, suck as “the struggle for freedom*1 and 
“the voice of tke people1*, obscures the real issue* That issue 
is a simple one* It is tke obligation upon all South African 
Governments to obtain a two-third* majority of both Houses 
sitting together if they want to change tke entrenched clauses 
of tke South Africa Act, upon which tke Union was founded*

Tke Nationalist statement declare* that “It is tke
viewpoint of tke Nationalist Party — and it is tke only fullysovereign
democratic viewpoint - tkat tke will of tke people i* mmxaxifcjh 
and must fully express itself in Parliament which represent* lt“* 
They fail to explain kow tke Constitutional demand for a two-thirds 
majority makes the will of the people less sovereign* There

- were many “



STATEMENT BY Mr* A* HEPPLEf M. P. (continued)

were many «ound and proper reason* which prompted the insertion 
of this safeguard into the South Africa Act# and ever since 
Union prominent Nationalist* have been amongst the stoutest 
defenders of the entrenched clauses. Leading members of the 
present Government, before the passing of the Status Act of 
193 #̂ pledged their good faith not to alter the entrenched 
clauses of the g x x x t i t x t t x x  South Africa Act without a 
two—thirds majority. Has this pledge no place in their
so-called"struggle for freedom"?

The Nationalist Party could have followed the obvious 
democratic course of going to the electorate and asking for 
that two-third* majority. Instead, they have chosen the 
undemocratic and less honourable path of seeking to legislate 
against the Court*. Their reference to the Bench as " a few 
Judges appointed and paid by the State" has a sinister ring. 
The Nationalists intend to obtain permanent political power by
passing another law by a simple majority.

The determination of the Nationalists to override the 
Constitution and the rule of law must be resisted with equal 
determination. Otherwise democratic government in South 
Africa will be a step nearer extinction.

Johannesburg
2/V52.



Alex Ileppleys Column

SPOTLIGHT ON THE WEEK
f a #

y
EVENTS IN 

PARLIAMENT
IIS  TALLY the week in Parliament facies dis

consolately to a close late* on Friday after
noon in some desultory debate over a branch 
railway line or an irrigation scheme in a remote 
corner of the country. A handful of members 
occupy the benches, most of them nervously 
hoping to catch the Speaker’s eye.

Mr. Alex Hepple, M.P., will  
be writing this Cape Town com
mentary for “Forward” each 
week. Whenever opinions are 
expressed they are those of a 
writer and are not to be read 
as opinions of this Journal.

This m ay be one o f  their rare 
opportunities to take part in a d e
bate and plead a case that w ill be 
an aid to popularity in their con 
stituencies. If they are G overnm ent 
mem bers, it is an occasion when 
they escape being shut out by their 
garrulous, over-dom inating M inis
ters and front benchers. Other 
m em bers drift in and out o f  the 
Cham ber as if to see w hat the 
chances are o f an early end to the 
debate, so that they can turn their 
backs upon a w eek that has been 
anxious and tiring.

NO BREAD A N D  B U T TE R
In its m ore fortunate and respon

sible mom ents the House on a Fri
day afternoon m ight have before  
it a Labour Party m otion on the 
cost-o f-liv in g  or som e other serious 
econom ic problem . But even the 
Labour Party m otion failed to at
tract the usual attention this year. 
At one stage the Labour Party 
had to m ove an adjournm ent of 
the debate because not a single 
Cabinet M inister was in his place. 
L ot even the G overnm ent appeared 
to believe or care that the rising 
cost o f  living was causing increas
ing poverty throughout the cou n 
t y  Against such apathy the Lab
our Party was beating the air. *

B U D G E T  A N D  T H E  
C O N S T IT U T IO N

N ow  private m em bers days are 
gone for the rest o f  the session. 
Since the Easter recess, G overn 
ment business claim s all the time 
o f  the House. On the first Friday 
after the resum ption the House 
sat into the night to finish the B u d
get debate. M ost o f  the speeches 
w ere devoted to the Constitutional 
ci isis. Four Opposition speakers, 
Mushet, M oore, O ppenheim er and 
H epple dealt w ith  the Budget it
self. N ot a single m em ber o f the 
G overnm ent had a w ord to say

about it. W hile they used m any 
hours o f the rationed time in m ak 
ing propaganda speeches, not a 
m inute could be found by  any 
Nationalist m em ber to com m ent 
upon the taxes upon the few  
pleasuies of the poor— cold  di'inks, 
sweets, beer and cigarettes. Nor 
did one o f  them think it necessary 
to say anything about the red u c
tion in the Prim ary Incom e Tax re 
bate, w hich makes thousands o f  the 
n ear-poor liable to Incom e Tax.

H A V E N G A ’S D IL E M M A
This w eek began w ith the M inis

ter o f Finance, Mr. Havenga, re
plying to the Budget Debate. He 
spoke on tw o things— the criticism  
o f his Budget and his attitude on 
the Constitutional issue. In neither 
was he convincing. Despite his 
vehem ence and gesticulations he 
was obviously  ill at ease.

For the third year in succession, 
Mr. Havenga com pletely  ignored 
the Labour Party. Perhaps their ac
curate analysis o f  his budgeting, 
especially in so far as it affects the 
man in the street, embarrasses him; 
perhaps if  he cam e to answer 
Labour s arguments he w ould  find 
him self entangled in the contra
dictions o f the Nationalist po licy  of 

vve stand for the rich and poor 
alike." He seems to prefer to d e 
vote most o f  his time to carefu lly 
answering Mr. Harry Oppenheim er, 
M.P., fo r  w hom  he shows obvious 
respect.

m o r e  l a w s
A fter the M inister’s rep ly  to the 

Budget debate, Parliam ent qu ick ly  
put seven new  laws through their 
concluding stages.

One o f  these was the Crim inal 
Sentences Bill, under w hich the 
Courts w ill be com pelled  to im pose 
floggings for certain crim es. The 
Opposition voted against the third 
reading, but the B ill was passed.

Henceforth, tens of thousands of 
floggings w ill be in flicted upon 
w rongdoers in South A frican 
prisons.

Will  this allow potential victims 
to sleep any more soundly in 
their beds at night? Will it make 
prospective criminals hesitate be 
fore committing crimes?
The Labour Party asked the 

Minister, Mr. C. R. Swart, i f  he 
w ould repeal this savage law  if 
he found, after reasonable time, 
that it failed to reduce crimes. 
"B lack ie" sat sternly silent and re 
fused to answer.

H IG H  C O U R T  OF P A R L IA M E N T
The big m om ent of the week was 

the m otion for “ leave to introduce 
a Bill to provide for the establish
ment o f a High Court o f Parlia
ment and matters incidental there
to." Dr. Donges, the M inister o f  the 
Interior, w ho was caught off-side 
on the last occasion, carried the 
ball for the G overnm ent. He took 
the unusual course o f  telling the 
House quite a lot about the Bill. 
The m ore he talked, thd m ore the 
Opposition was amazed.

It soon became obvious that 
there will  be many long and bit
ter days of debate before this 
High Court of Parliament Bill 
passes through its Third Reading. 
For tw o days the House argued [ 

the motion fo r  leave to introduce : 
the Bill and the date for the Second 
Reading Debate, w hich m ay be at 
its height by the time this appears 
in print.

TO R C H  C O M M A N D O  A N D
E X -IN T E R N E E S

The House then returned to the 
Com m ittee o f Supply. B efore long 
it found itself involved in a heated 
argum ent about the Torch C om 
mando. Charges and challenges 
w ere hurled across the floor  and 
tem pers rose to a dangerous pitch. 
Even in the lobbies there were 
angry exchanges. Elsewhere in 
Cape Tow n the Torch  Com m ando 
was holding a con ference— quietly 
unaware that in the Assem bly they 
w ere causing the fur to fly.

While the Blikfakkels were 
under f ire in the Assembly, Dr. 
Donges was telling a startled 
Senate in his most dulcet and 
wooing manner his Government’s 
plans to compensate civil serv
ants who had been interned dur
ing the war.
This creation o f a new  army of 

“ war veterans” was a further in 
stalment in the “step by  step” 
policy  of the Nationalist G overn 
ment.

And so Friday, instead of being 
a time o f peaceful ending to a busy 
week, was now  a House o f  sound 
and fury. The desultory air o f  the 
normal Friday afternoon had been 
replaced by bitter and noisy con- 
troversy. On this note mem bers 
parted for the w eek-end.
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Alex Hepple’s Column:

TENSION IN THE HOUSE FOCUSSED 
ON EVENTS UPSETTING ■ ■  
. THE COUNTRY

By ALEX HEPPLE, M.P.

1II1TH the going of April and the coming of 
May, Cape Town has been a city of fore

boding this week. A cold north-west wind has 
brought the first drenching rains of the winter, I 
lashing and driving into the deepest corners of j 
the city.

H urrying M em bers have dashed, 
dripping wet, into the cosy  warmth 
o f  Parliam ent. Despite this cosy 
warm th. Parliam ent was about the 
most, unpleasant place in Cape 
Tow n. Om inous clouds were 
gathering here, too. The tension 
o f  the developing struggle over the 
Constitution was beginning to show 
a m arked effect upon M em bers. 
The G overnm ent’s grow ing anger 
and im patience w ere engendering 
a deep hostility and stubbornness | 
in  the Opposition.

A t every opportunity, debates in 
the House turned to the disturbing 
events that w ere taking place in 
the country and in Parliam ent as 
a result o f the G overnm ent's pro
posal to set up its ow n  High Court 
o f  Parliam ent.
0  Mysterious Silence of 

Dr. Malan
The w eek  began w ith  a continua

tion  of the debate on the Prim e 
M inister’s V ote in the Estimates. 
F or tw o days the O pposition fired 
criticism s and questions at Dr. 
M alan. They asked w hy special 
forces  of police w ere being drafted 
into Cape Tow n; they asked w hy 
the galleries and the lobbie s of 
Parliam ent w ere crow d ed  with 
plain-clothes detectives; they asked 
if the G overnm ent was planning tc 
ban the Torch  Com m ando; they 
asked what the Prim e M inistei 
meant when he said. “N ow  I have 
got you  w here I want you !” They 
asked m any other questions.

Som e o f them asked fo r  explana
tion of the Prim e M inister's p ro
paganda speeches outside, such as 
that asked by  Mr. John Christie, 
leader o f the Labour Party.

He asked what Dr. Malan 
meant when he told a meeting 
at Klaver that “All six members 
of the Labour Party in the House 
of Assembly are liberalistic — 
some of them came very close to 
Communism.” This was as 
libellous as calling a man a 
near-criminal, as the law stands 
to-day.
To these and other questions the 

Prim e M inister rem ained silent 
and unm oved.

•  Sphinx or Schemer?
Was the Prim e M inister testing 

him self in the role of a Sphinx. 
Was he sulking? Was he schem ing 
the best w ay to thwart the O pposi
tion? Or, m ore hĴ e ly - had. he 
decided to treat the Opposition 
with contem pt? Having m aintained

this silence to the bitter end, Dr. 
Malan shuffled out o f the House, 
content in the thought that his ow n 
Vote was now  approved, even 
though he had not said a w ord  in 
defence or explanation o f his 
stewardship.

This attitude was a w arning to 
all w ho opposed his w ill in his 
“ step by step” program m e for a 
Christian-Nationalist State. He was 
in no m ood to reason. The 
entrenched clauses w ere the dead 
hand o f the past.

9  Cloak and Dagger
A fter the Prim e M inister’s Vote, 

the M inister o f  Justice, Mr. C. R. 
Swart, took his place. H aving 
failed w ith the P.M. the Opposition 
tried their luck w ith  the Minister 
of Justice. A fter m uch questioning, 
he told the House that he had very 
secret inform ation  w hich  he could 
not be expected to reveal. He. 
assured a surprised House that he 
had acted in the interests of public 
safety and good  order.

Pressed further, he held up some 
newspaper cuttings and read o u t ; 
som e of the “ threats” that h a d , 
been made, and he hinted m ysteri
ously that he knew  m ore than he 
cared to tell. The “ threats” he 
quoted included speeches by 
m em bers o f the Torch  Com m ando j 
and leaders o f the A frican  National 
Congress.

No one seemed to believe that 
these “threats” were being trans
lated into “immediate plans.” The 
Torch Commando promptly de
nied that they were plotting 
violence and described the charge 
as utter nonsense; the African. 
National Congress was busy in 
Bloemfontein, trying to get 
money and volunteers and decid- 
ing when to start its campaign 1 
"for the defiance of unjust laws.” | 
As the w eek  passed w ithout in 

cident anyw here in the Union, the 
m ystery of the sudden m ovem ent 
o f  police deepened.

•  Big Brother is Watching 
You

The serious-looking m en sitting
about the lobb ies last w eek , in 
tently reading newspapers, could 
not be m istaken fo r  M em bers of 
Parliam ent. T hey sat still for  too 
long. These w ere the detectives. 
They dutifu lly  rem ained at their 
posts throughout the long w earying 
hours o f each sitting, pretending to 
be ob livious o f everyone, yet fu r
tively  w atching— what? W ere som e 
m em bers p lotting to em ulate Guy 
Fawkes? W ere there assassins in 
our midst.

A lthough M em bers jok ed  about 
the presence o f detectives, they 
w ondered what had happened to 
South A frican  dem ocracy that was 
now  to operate under the protec
tion o f the police. If the com ing 
debate on the High Court o f 
Parliam ent B ill was to be con 
ducted under police surveillance. 
M em bers cou ld  justly com plain 
that there was intim idation and a 
state o f fear. W hile norm al pre
cautions against the occasional 
fanatic must be expected, the 
special drafting o f police  and C.T.D. 
men to Parliam ent is creating a 
state o f em ergency —  hardly the 
atm osphere fo r  the calm  considera
tion and analysis o f a B ill to make 
M.P.s Judges o f a Superior Court, j

#  Die Volk Daar Buite
O f course, one can im agine the 

enthusiasm in a platteland dorp as 
residents w ave g ood -bye  to the 
local constable as he leaves for 
Cape T ow n  to guard the local 
M.P.

This is good  propaganda to build 
up em otion  and feverish  N ationa
lism, am ong “ Die V olk  daar buite. 
Such politica l antics are probably 
designed to build up m orale for 
the next e lection . As far as dem o
cratic governm ent is concerned they 
add nothing to our credit.
•  War Measures

The w ar ended seven years ago, 
yet South A frica  still operates 
under certain W ar Measures. This 
year again the G overnm ent has 
com e to extend some o f  them  for  
a further one or tw o years. 
Throughout this w eek the G overn 
ment has sandwiched the W ar 
M easures Continuation B ili in be
tw een the Com m ittee o f Supply. 
Each tim e the Labour Party 
opposed the Bill.

A m ong other things it deals w ith 
the settlem ent o f disputes betw een 
Native em ployees and their em 
ployers, fo r  w hich  a B ill was 
recently drafted and circulated 
am ongst em ployers and European 
trade unions. The B ill also extends 
for a further tw o years the proh i
bition o f gatherings o f m ore than 
twenty persons on m ining ground. 
The purpose is to prevent Native 
m inew orkers from  free ly  m eeting 
and organising to bargain for better 
wages and conditions.

In the midst o f  the fight to defend 
the Constitution the Labour Party 
rem inded Parliam ent Uhat there 
w ere other rights and freedom s 
that needed to be defended.

Nevertheless, the B ill was passed, 
and so another unnecessary W ai 
M easure was retained, to aggra
vate w orsening race relations.
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