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> -  y  OOD, housing and edu- 
f  .  /  cation—provide these

' l l  and South A frica has
I  gone a long way to-

w ards solving her 
problems. I t  may 

well be argued th a t there is 
little th a t the ordinary man 
can do about food and housing, 
but, in South A frica a t  least, 
the ordinary man, you and I, 
can do something about educa
tion.

The present position can be 
pu t briefly! F or the W hite 
population of 2,372,690 educa
tional facilities are adequate, 
but for the 9,019,259 non-Euro
peans, of whom 7,805,515 are 
A fricans, these facilities are 
fa r  from  adequate. Although 
we all know the census figures, 
do we all realise th a t the A fri
cans represent 70 per cent, of 
the total population? How 
many of us are aw are th a t 70 
per cent, to 80 per cent, of 
these 7,805,515 are unable to 
read or w rite a t all? Do we 
know th a t only 50 per cent, of 
A frican children of school
going age ever receive any 
education a t all, and th a t only 
25 per cent, ever go beyond 
Sub-B standard?

We m ust pause to realise 
w hat th a t means, not only tc 
the A frican concerned, but to 
you and me and to South 
A frica as a whole. I f  we wish 
to improve the standard  of effi
ciency of our workers, the
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L t -Col. James Donaldson, founder of the Bantu Welfare Trust, photographed with the writer during a 
recent visit to the Donaldson Community Centre at Orlando Township, Johannesburg, where Native women 
are taught to read simple books and write letters in English unaided after only 16 hours tuition.— Bhoto:

“The Star."
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We Must Educate Our
m ajority  of whom are A fri
cans, we must, besides feeding 
them properly and housing 
them adequately, see th a t they 
are a t least literate . A 70 per 
cent, section of the population 
which is 80 per cent, illiterate 
is a constant drag  on the de
velopment, social and economic, 
of the country.

There are some of us who 
say, “provide prim ary  educa
tion fo r the children and in 
time all will be well.” T hat 
is one way of looking a t  it, but 
w ith the best will in the world, 
even if the Government made 
it financially possible, imme
diately, to provide education 
for every A frican child, it 
would take some years to find 
the teaching personnel and 
provide the necessary build
ings. To provide education for 
every A frican child, a t  best, 
wouid take five to ten years, 
and a t  w orst (on the present 
basis of present development) 
40 to 50 years. In the mean
time, m ust all these children 
from  six to 11 years, who can
not get schooling and the many 
illiterate paren ts be le ft a drag 
on the community?

Consider the ru ra l A frican. 
Is he not a more useful mem
ber of the community if he can 
read and w rite in his own 
tongue, a t  least? He will be 
able to read public notices, the 
“medicine bottle” and instruc
tions. He will be able to w rite 
to his relatives and especially 
to his children (thousands of 
A frican children go to board
ing schools). His parental 
authority  will not be weakened 
by reason of his illiteracy 
against the literacy of his 
children. And he can be easily 
instructed in a “better way of 
living.”

Consider the urban A frican 
or the one who has ju s t 
m igrated to town. He finds 

i th a t unless hp can read and
------  I —

M i l l i o n s .  ^  *of Illiterates
“We must pause to realise what that means, not only to the African 

concerned but to you and to me and to South Africa as a whole. If 
we wish to improve the standard of efficiency of our workers, the 
majority of whom are Africans, we must, besides feeding them 
properly and housing them adequately, see that they are at least

literate.”

—By Mrs. QUENTIN W HYTE-
least, he stands little chance of 
m aking a decent living. U rban 
life is bewildering enough for 
the educated A frican; fo r the 
illiterate i t  m ust be one long 
nightm are, especially when it 
comes to “holding down a job,” 
knowing the law, reading 
notices and m aking his sign to 
he knows not what. How can 
he aspire to a better way of 
living, how can he contribute 
his fqll economic quota without 
literacy? P u tting  all other 
considerations aside, econo
mically speaking the country 
cannot afford to carry  millions 
of illiterates and there is a 
strong stim ulus for every adult 
A frican to become literate.

True, there are n ight schools 
where adult A fricans m ay get 
education, but only those who 
have organised the n ight 
schools know how few are the 
schools, how difficult i t  is to 
find qualified teachers, how 
seldom it  is th a t any accom
modation a t all, suitable or un
suitable, can be obtained, how 
few books and courses suitable 
fo r adults are available, and 
how, until recently, when Gov
ernm ent subsidies were pro
vided, it was a constant finan- 

____  ~MV» if*** is

enough fo r the pioneers in 
adult education work. Not 
only have they provided actual 
classes, but many have found 
time to draw  up courses and 
w rite books, especially for 
adult A frican learners.

The writer, who is Adult Educa
tion Officer of the South African 

Insti  '  Race R -’-'ions.

There has not been, how
ever, until recently, any su it
able course to teach the 
mechanics of reading and w rit
ing. By suitable is m ean t:—

(a) T hat is especially for 
adults (adults do not like to 
learn  w hat children le a rn ) ;

(b) th a t is sw ift (adults 
cannot spend years in school 
doing very elem entary work) ; 
and

(c) th a t can be used by the 
laym an (it is seldom th a t 
qualified teachers can be found 
in sufficient num bers).

I t  seems th a t the gap may 
a t  la s t be filled by literacy 
courses, which are now being 
prepared and tried  out in 
Johannesburg, but the ta sk  is 
trem endous, fo r the South 
A frican situation is particu 
la rly  difficult. These illiterate 
masses of ours do not have a 
common language. In most 
other countries m ass cam
paigns have been relatively 
simple for usually only one 
language, th a t spoken by the 
people, has had to be con
sidered. In South A frica 
literacy is demanded in a 
variety  of languages and in 
two official languages.

Ideally a  s ta r t  should have



been made in the vernaculars. 
I t  was accident only tha t the 
course first tried out was th a t 
in English. Dr F rank  Laubach, 
the world-famous organiser of 
literacy campaigns, produced 
a streamlined course in Eng
lish, which has been adapted 
fo r use among A frican adults. 
This first adaptation has, on 
an experimental basis, proved 
useful. Originally, it was 
planned to be covered by the 
average learner, who could 
speak adequately but who could 
not read or write English in 
32 half-hour individual lessons. 
The course has been expanded 
to over 46 half-hour individual 
lessons. When learners have 
com pleted'the course, they are 
given a consolidation course 
based on the A.B. Adult 
Readers. (The A.B. Adult 
Readers have been specially 
made fo r adult A fricans and 
lead up to a whole series of 
books suitable fo r literacy.) 
A t this stage the learners 
would normally be literate, but, 
as has been pointed out by Dr 
Edw ard Roux, one of the 
au thors of the A.B. Adult 
Readers, and one of those few 
w ith years of experience 
am ongst adult A fricans, so few 
A fricans, who will take the 
course, can speak English 
adequately th a t not only have 
they to learn to read but they 
have also to learn to speak 
more and better.

Thus in the case of English 
or A frikaans literacy courses, 
except where beginners are un
usually proficient in the lan
guage, learners have to do two 
th ings: they have to learn 
more about the language and 
they have to learn to read and 
w rite it. I t  therefore seems 
th a t unless a learner is fully 
conversant with the language 
in speech, the standard  which 
should be required for full 
literacy will have to be th a t of 
A.B. Reader, Book IV. Once 
the learner is a t th a t stage, he 
can safely be left to himself, 
fo r  w ith the help of the 
dictionary, a p a rt from  very 
technical m atter, there is little 
w ith which he cannot cope. 
Normally, therefore, though 
the A frican should be literate 
a t  the Book II  stage in the 
course, it seems th a t full 
literacy will not be established 
until he has reached Book IV.

How long, then, will it take 
the average learner to reach 
the stage? If  the learner can 
speak enough English to under
stand clearly and make himself 
understood, he goes through 
the L iteracy Prim er Course 
(which is really more than a 
primer, covering, as it does, 
about 600 words) in 22 weeks 
doing two half-hour lessons a 
week. W ith the same number 
of lessons, he should cover A.B. 
Readers I and II. A second 
year of study a t the ra te  of 
two half-hour lessors per week 
should bring him up to A.B. 
Reader Book IV and should see 
him reading on his own such 
books as those in the Sixpenny 
Series, Nelson’s “Health and 
H arvest in A frica,” and per
haps a Michael West story or 
books in the Oxford Series.

Most people will say it is too 
fa s t to be true, but those who 
do not believe can come to the 
experimental class in Orlando 
and see w hat can be done.

(Continued on page 79)

The main features of the 
j scheme are these:—

1. A special technique of 
handling’ ^adults involving 
wherever possible, individual 
lessons.

2. A routine method of learn 
ing which involves no alphabet, 
no spelling, no rules, but pic
tu re  words and their component 
parts  of consonant and vowel 
combinations, new words, w rit
ing and reading are completed 
m each lesson.

3. F or the teacher, as long 
as the technique and routine 
are adhered to, a knowledge of 
teaching is not necessary, 
especially for the prim er stage.

I Most A fricans, for one reason 
or another, find it difficult to be 
punctual and they find it im
possible to attend regularly. 
I he individual method of teach
ing is the answer to the 
pioblem as well as being the 
best means to make it possible 
to stim ulate each learner to his 
maximum ra te  of progress. In 
a class, say of ten, it is all to 
the good if one of the learners 
arrives tw enty minutes late 
to r  m the meantime the others 
have been helped individually 
with the next step. If the 
learner misses a lesson, he ju s t 
carries on from  where he left 
off. If he is absent fo r four 
lessons, well, he is four lessons 
behind those with full attend- 
ance and the attainm ent of the 
regulars is a stim ulus to those

iicqueiiL aDsences. u  a 
learner is very slow, he may 
take an hour to complete each 
lesson, while a fa s t learner may 
only take tw enty minutes, but 
tne total number of lessons re- 
quired are the same. This is 
an im portant point, fo r slow 
learners can progress a t the 
same ra te  (of lesson) as quick 
ones without being aw are tha t 
they are slower.

The best way to give the in
dividual lessons is within given 
periods, say, one hour twice a
wi?k t0, a class of six to ten. When the teacher becomes ex- 
pert he can give individual 
tuition to ten within the hour 
In this way are obtained the 
benefits of individual tuition 
without losing the benefits of 
f,ro«P activity. It also means 
that two learners at the same 
stage on a given day, provided 
they learn at the same rate 
can be given tuition as a pair.

th e  prim er course is made 
up of trip le lessops consisting 
of charts involving pictures and 
words, the w riting  of each 
charted word five or six times 
m a very simple script, and 
reading. The first lesson takes 
an hour. T hereafter only very 
slow learners find it too much ! 
to do a lesson in half an hour 
B ut in no case is the teaching 
time fo r an individual ever 
more than half an hour. In 
actual practice, it is usually six 
to ten minutes per learner.

When each learner has com
pleted the prim er course, he 
should be handed on to the 
teacher in charge of the con
solidation course. Here lessons 
are conducted fo r small groups 
of those a t the same stage. 
There may be a class of ten, 
all a t A.B. Reader I stage, but 
th ree groups within the class, 
each group having graduated 
from  the prim er course a t a 
different time. The d ra ft

courses fo r the consolidated 
course are still being worked 
out on an actual class. The 
method a t  present suggesting 
itself is :—

(i) Ten minutes oral lesson, 
introducing new words.

(ii) Reading by each indivi
dual of whole lesson.

(iii) Oral questioning and 
answers.

(iv) W ritten  questions and 
answers.

I t  may be necessary to sup
plement the course based on the 
A.B. Readers by a . fu rth e r 
course such as D r R ichards’s 
Learning the English Lan
guage, or the Oxford Course.

Professor Jac. Rousseau, of 
F o rt Hare, is d rafting  an 
A frikaans course. His d raft 
promises several improvements 
on the English version, and it 
is hoped th a t the next version 
of the English course will be 
more valuable by v irtue of 
some of these improvements 
and others which suggest them 
selves to users of the course. 
As regards the vernaculars— 
a s ta r t  is being made on four, 
Zulu, Xhosa and N orthern 
Sesuto, Southern Sesuto. In 
each of these cases, one course 
corresponding to the English

prim er course will be sufficient 
to make the learners literate, 
fo r here learners will be con
versan t with the home lan
guage. I t  is estim ated th a t 30 
to 40 half-hour lessons will 
make a vernacular learner able 
to read and w rite his ver
nacular.

People who are interested in 
m aking the ir domestic servants 
literate  can with a little appli
cation and very little of their 
time (two periods per week) 
conduct private classes. Those 
who are more anxious can vnn

a small n ight school class. But 
a w arning is necessary: Do not 
handle more than  six to ten 
if you wish to achieve any
th ing ; do not begin teaching, 
w hether to an individual or a 
group or a class, unless you 
are sure th a t you yourself can 
attend regularly, and do make 
sure you adhere to the pre
scribed method. This scheme 
depends on the sustained en
thusiasm  of the teacher and . 
adherence to the technique. 
The teacher m ust remember he 
is teaching adults, who, al
though they are ignorant of 
how to read and w rite, are not 
ignorant of life and many 
other things. The teacher* is 
not giving anything, 'he is only 
showing the way to every next 
step. The adult never makes a 
m istake; if  he does the teacher 
m ust cover it up in such a 
way th a t the learner makes his 
own correction. Thus, suppos
ing Jim  w rites “chool” for 
“school,” you m ight say, “Yes, 
but you have rubbed out the ‘s’ 
p a rt.” The teacher fills in the 
“s,” and says, “Now w rite 
‘school’ three tim es.”
( Some readers may ask, 

“W hat is done about the A fri
can who wishes to learn E ng
lish and A frikaans, or who 
cannot speak any a t all” A 
d ra f t  course in English is being 
tried  out and it  is hoped th a t 
Professor Rousseau will find it 
possible to provide a suitable 
A frikaans course. The English 
vocabulary course, as it is 
planned, will teach roughly 400 
words by the Look and Say 
Method. The learner is sup-1 
plied with picture cards and 
the teacher with  fully-laid-out
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lessons. So far the method! 
works, but the actual course j 
requires much alteration before 
it can be worked to a finalised 
stage.

Whence the funds and the 
stimulus for the work provid
ing literacy material and work
ing out the techniques which 
can be applied by the ordinary 
person? Apart from the valu
able work which is being done 
in night schools by those long 
experienced in adult teaching, 
this experimental work is being 
done by the Adult Education 
Section of the South African 
Institute of Race Relations. 
The funds necessary are pro
vided by two grants—one from 
the Bantu Welfare Trust, and 
one, for the research side of 
the work, from the Tfnion 
Education Department. The 
help of interested persons is 
being enlisted and the Educa
tion Department hopes to b e ! 
able to give technical advice j 
and guidance in the work which j 
is being conducted at the ex
perimental unit, which consists j 
of an informal class of women 
at the Donaldson Orlando Com- \ 
munity Centre.

It is emphasised that at the 
moment, the work is experi
mental. So far encouraging 
results have been obtained and, 
judging by the requests which 
come in daily for material and 
information, once material is 
satisfactory and techniques are 
thoroughly established, there is 
no lack of persons interested 
enough to take up the new 
form of service, “Each one 
teach one.”

Those engaged upon the 
work feel that in English and 
Afrikaans every learner cannot 
easily teach another, but once 
the vernacular courses can be 
used the “snowball” “Each one 
teach one” principle can be 
applied with every learner.

TH E CA PE ARGUS, TUESDAY, DECEM BER 16, 1947.

'ADULT NATIVES LEARN TO 
READ AND WRITE

Good Results at Classes in 
Docks Compound

r I ’’W ICE a week in a big hall at the Native compound at the 
J- Docks, grown men come with their exercise-books and pencils 

to learn to read and write. " ■

They are taught by Mrs. Solo
mon, a teacher from the Eoan 
Group who employs what is 
known as the Daubach method 
which has been specially devised 
to get quick results with adults.

A representative of The Argus 
recently watched these pupils at 
work.

After only three lessons, 
Veletshona Tyatya was reading 
from his chart, “This is Jim's 
dish,” and similar sentences. 
Then, with careful strokes he 
began copying the sentences m 

- his book.
Nagnangquana Mahlangu, a 

' Xosa, who has been taking 
; lessons for a longer period, plied 
’ his pencil with great care, 

admiring his work like an artist.

HANDWRITING I
First, the printed writing Is 

copied and then the men are 
shown how to change the letters 
slightly to make ordinary 
handwriting.

“It is often better to take the 
beginners separately,” Mrs. Solo
mon said, “though the idea of the 
scheme is to give mass instruction. 
When the pupils have grasped, the 
first principles, then taking about 
half a dozen of them together is 
often a good thing, as it stimulates 
competition.

“We have had good results here, 
even though some of the men are 
nearing their forties. The system 
is specially designed for adults; 
it has proved too quick for 
children.”

I NEIGHBOURLY HELP
1 Painstakingly, a newcomer, 

Elijah Nfundetyale, another Xosa,
[ who can speak no English and- 
; understands only a few words of 
1 it, tried to read his chart. Everyf  
' now and then his neighbour 

helped him out by explaining to 
him in Xosa.

The chart shows pictures of > 
familiar objects like a dish, a boy- 

'sitting, a milk bottle, a man 
singing. All the words in the first > 
lesson are chosen with the 'Short ? 
vowel “i."

Mrs. Solomon pointed out dish, 
fish, and milk to Elijah on the 
chart, then got him to point out 
the picture. From the vowel 
sound of ink, the short words: 
"is,” “it,” “in,” “its” and “if” !; 

•I were introduced to the pupil. i

25 ATTENDING
About 25 men usually attend the 

classes in the compound, which is 
a small number out of the 700 who 
are housed there, but the super-: 
intendent said that the majority 1 
of them picked up their letters 
as they worked or were taught 
them by their employers.

“They pick up English very 
well,” he said, “but for some 
reason find Afrikaans much more 
difficult.”

This method of “look and learn” 
for illiterates was pioneered among 
the Natives in Johannesburg by 
Miss Maide Whytte, of the Insti
tute of Race Relations. Six months 
ago the Eoan Group took it up, 
and it was at their suggestion that 
the classes were started at the 
docks compound.

From this beginning, sentences 
are built up, such as, “This is 
Jim's dish with its lid.”

Mrs. Solomon is assisted by two 
men, one a university student and 
the other a man in business, who 
give their services voluntarily.

W m m R

Mrs. Solomon, a teacher jrom the Eoan Group, takes one of her 
bi-weekly classes at the Native compound at the Cape Town 
Docks. Instructed by a special method, these men, who Were 
illiterate, have, in a few lessons, learnt to write and read simple 

sentences. _______
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR J ^ A ' /

Cape Native Labour 
Shortage

From The Cape Town Office, 
S.A. Institute of Race Rela
tions:

In  your article  of May 17, on 
the N ative labour scarcity the 
following statem ents are made:

(a) T hat the re  is a shortage 
of labour in Cape Town which 
is a ttribu ted  to the W ar M easure 
proving “too effective” and,

(b) T hat employers have to 
find the re tu rn  fare to the Re
serves for “redundan t” em
ployees”.

These two statem ents would 
appear to contradict each other 
“R edundant A fricans”, in  term s 
of th e  U rban Areas Act, are 
defined as those in excess of the 
labour requirem ents of the area.

This office m aintains th a t the 
labour shortage cannot be a t tr i
buted  solely to the effect of the 
W ar M easure, in ternjs of which 
A fricans m ay only purchase 
tickets from  stations no rth  of De 
A ar or east of Mossel Bay to the 
Cape W estern area if they have 
proof th a t em ployment awaits 
them. Large num bers of A fri
cans, from  the Reserves and out
side urban  areas, have travelled 
to Cape Town in recent months 
w ithout having pre-arranged 
employment. In addition, large 
num bers of Africans, who were 
already in the Cape W estern 
area a t the tim e tha t the W ar 
M easure came into force, have 
since come to Cape Town in 
search of work.

The reason why these w ork
seekers have not found their 
way to the Cape Town labour 
m arket, is to be found in the 
local au thorities’ adm inistration 
of P roclam ation 105 of 1939. In 
term s of this P roclam ation 
Africans are prohibited from  
entering  the Cape Town area, 
unless perm itted to do so by 
the local authorities on the 
grounds th a t there is a shortage 
of labour in the area, or th a t 
they have come to the area in 
response to an em ployer’s re
quest. The local authorities have 
been refusing perm ission to the 
potential labour source referred 
to above to rem ain and take up 
em ployment w ithin the area, 
therefore, it m ust be assumed 
tha t the local authorities, in 
spite of the adm ission in your 
article, do not, in practice, 
recognise a labour shortage in 
Cape Town.

A second contributory factor 
to the shortage of labour arises 
out of the conditions of employ
ment referred to (as stated  in 
your article) by the Cape Cham 
ber of Industries. Africans who 
have come to Cape Town for the 
purpose of taking up employ

ment, fo r which they have been 
engaged whilst outside the area, 
are in fact, only perm itted  to 
rem ain  in the area and take up 
this employment, if the ir pros
pective employers sign under
takings in term s of Section 11 
(1) of the Act; th a t is to return  
them to the ir home, or last place 
of residence, at the term ination 
of the contract. Thus at the te r
m ination of such employment, 
these Africans, who would o ther
wise re-enter the labour m arket, 
are forced to leave the area.

W hilst fully in support of the 
abolition of the W ar Measure, 
such action in itself, would not 
resu lt -in an increase of the

USELESS EUSTACE

“ I’ll admit ‘ cleanliness is 
next to godliness ’ but 

don’t you think this is goin’ a 
bit too far?!! ”

labour supply. It is im perative 
that the local authorities am end 
their policy in connection with 
the issue of perm its and the. 
reg istration  of service contracts.

August 9, 1947.

Brains Trust Meeting
DRAINS TRUST1 m e e t i n g s  
IT  organised by the South African 
Institute of Race Relations have 
drawn crowded houses in Johan
nesburg and Durban. On Monday 
night (if you go to Electricity 
House at 8.15) you will hear their 
Cape Town team in action.

“South African Democracy and 
Race Problems” is the subject. Mr. 
Gordon Bagnall will be question- 
master. Mrs. W. F. Grant, the Rev. 
P. S. Latsky, Mr. D. E. McCaus- 
land, K.C., Mr. D. B. Molteno, M.P., 
and Dr. N. J. Simons form the 
team.

BRAINS TRUST
SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE 

OF RACE RELATIONS 
"South African Democracy and 

Race Problems.”
Question Master:

MR. GORDON BAGNALL
Team: Mrs. W. F. Grant, Rev. P. 
S. Latsky, Mr. D. B. Molteno, 
M.P., Dr. H. J. Simons, Mr. D. E. 

McCausland
Demonstration Theatre. Electricity 
House, Strand Street, Cape Town

Monday, 1 1 th August
at 8.15 p.m.

Entrance 2/6
(LP/24521)

*
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Rights
Brains Trust Debate j

CONTROVERSIAL questions received controversial f 
answers at the Brains Trust organised by the South 

African Institute of Race Relations in Cape Town last 
night.

Three m en and two women 
w ith widely differing views on 
South A frican dem ocracy and 

■ race problem s com prised the 
team.

They were: Mrs. W. F. Grant, a 
member of the institute’s committee; 
Dr. Sheila van der Horst, lecturer in 
economics, U.C.T.; Mr. D. B. Molteno, 
M.P., Native Representative for Cape 
Western; the Rev. P. S. Latsky, 
pastor of St. Stephen's Dutch 
Reformed Church, and Mr. D. E. 
McCausland, K.C.

The question-master was Mr. 
GordoiyJBagnall.

The. .irst question—“ Is N ative 
representation  in  P arliam en t 
adequate?”—drew  a reply from  
Mr. Molteno.

“E ntirely  inadequate, as I 
should know,” he said. “Sec
tional represen tation  is bound to 
lead to sectional clash.

MADE MATTERS WORSE
“M any of us opposed the sys

tem  in the beginning. Its 
tendency has been to exacerbate 
race relations—not improve 
them .”

Mr. M cCausland, while adm it- 
1 ting th a t he would like to see 
[ Natives representing themselves 
’ in the House of Assembly, 

thought they w ere b e tte r rep re
sented to-day th an  under the 
old Cape franchise.

“The trouble is,” he added,
• “th a t if a N ative got up to speak 

in the House, m ost of the mem
bers would w alk out.”

Mrs. G ran t said she would 
like to see the old franchise 
restored.

“ Would i t  not be sound 
policy,” the question-m aster 
asked, “ to  adm it th a t Natives 
will never achieve fu ll citizen 
rights ? ”

“ HYPOCRISY ”
Mr. M cCausland thought they 

m ight as w ell acknowledge the 
fact. ‘‘ All our N ative policy is 
ta in ted  w ith  hypocrisy,” he said. 
“ W hite people have control of 

; the country, and it is quite 
: obvious th a t they don’t in tend to 

give it up.”
Mrs. G ran t regarded hypocrisy 

t as better th an  cynicism.
Mr. L atsky said  he believed 

f th a t eventually  N atives would 
I receive civic rights, 
f The prac tica l value of higher 
a education to the N atives was a 
. topic which evoked great 
f interest.
e A NATIVE DOCTOR

In defence of higher educa- 
e tion, Mr. Molteno cited a N ative 
s doctor a t M afeking, m ost of 

whose patien ts w ere white.
The educated N ative’s lack of 

opportunities w as causing great 
s b itterness, he added. 
a Opinions w ere again divided 
r  about the curfew  in  the N orthern 
t Suburbs.
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Shoes and Morals  *

A S the* cobbler in Chu Chin 
Chow discovered, shoes are 

a g reat give-away.
At the B rains T rust in Elec

tric ity  House the other night, 
the shoes of the quiz team  often 
indicated their w earer’s re
actions to some of the questions.

“Should p o l y g a m y  be 
abolished by law among the 
native peoples?” Gordon Bag- 
nail, the question-m aster, asked.

A p retty  p a ir  of silver shoes— 
very m odern and brigh t—
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fluttered for a moment, then 
came bravely together. “No ” 
the ir owner replied, “polygamy 
is already dying—I don’t see 
why we should -hasten its end."

Shiny black boots, tightlv- 
laced, p 1 h n t e d themselves 
righteously upon the p latform  

Where these custom s are un- 
e*th lSal , according to our 
standards, the ir w earer said 

we should abolish them  by 
law.

Prim ly, shoes of black suede 
tapped the ir approval, “When 
N atives accept W estern civili
sation they m ust abandon tribal 
custom s.”

The Evening Shoes
P O L IS H E D  evening shoes 
„t crossed them selves assuredly.

n the Cape,” the ir owner 
announced, “polygamy is al
ready dead, (the shoes seemed 
l ° £ uJ n  A w ards the shiny black 
ooots;. Economic circum-
kflled6 i t ”n0t C hristianity — has 

A nother evening shoe—sepa-| 
rated  from an elegant trouser leg 
by a few inches of red silk sock 

swung carelessly.
“Let the Natives have their 

its owner m urm ured- 
they deserve i t”.
The reflections in the polished 

leather seemed to wink a t the 
audience.

Equal Chance 
for All?

Varied Views of 
“ Brains Trust”

A CAPE TOWN industrialist.
Mr. G. E. Williamson, at a 

“brains tru s t’’ meeting organised 
I by the South African Institu te of 
Race Relations in Electricty 
House on W ednesday night, said 
that for South Africa to reach 
full industrial prosperity all 
sources of non-European ability 
would have to be used.

Political equality for non- 
Europeans should be deferred 
and attention directed to the 
realisation of equal economic 
opportunities for all.

The “brains tru s t” team  con
sisted of Dr. S. van der Horst, 
Dr. H. Simons, Professor W. H. 
Hutt, Mr. W illiamson and Mr. L. 
Phillips, w ith Mr. Gordon 
Bagnall as question master.

Mr. W illiamson replying to 
a question: Should South-Africa 
have a pohcy of equal oppor
tun ity  for all, regardless of 
race and colour, said education 
for the non-Europeans should 
be provided to the extent to 
which they were able to absorb 
it.
Dr. van der H orst said the 

creation of economic equality in 
the Union would no doubt in
volve heavy expenditure. That 
was probably the reason for the 
inertia to make a sta rt w ith it. 
That inertia should be overcome. 

PRODUCE REQUIREMENTS 
Professor H utt thought equal 

■ opportunity for all in South 
Africa could be realised by en
abling non-Europeans, particu
larly  Natives, to produce their 
own requirem ents a t prices they 
could afford. The crucial barrier 
to Native development was the 
idea of the solidarity of labour.

Inequality of opportunity was 
a world problem. A world w ith
out classes should ,be the aim 
of hum anity. In the Union the 
absence of a colour bar would 
mean a better standard  of living 

>!for the Natives.
J Mr. Phillips, a Native, blamed 

the colour bar for inequality of 
’ opportunity. The Natives de- 
' pended on the Europeans for 

their /■commodities and he 
thought th a t economic equality 
■ could not be realised as long as 
the colour bar existed. ^

Dr. Simons m aintained th a t ft 
it was futile to g ran t non- y 
Europeans equality  . in skilled $ 
trades unless they were also £ 
given full scope to en ter pro- |  
fessions.
Dr. Simons said once Euro- ft 

peans w ere convinced th a t the \  
franchise should be extended to v 
non-Europeans it m ight come fc 
about. >

Professor H utt though the pre- v 
judice would dissolve by the £ 
necessity of events in as well as ) 
outside South Africa.

On one question, w hether ( 
there was an official definition), 
of the term  “European”.m at j 
tru s t was unanim ous Ji race. ; 
there was none in term-
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UNION IN DANGER OF 
LOSING ESTEEM

Non-European 
Rights: Plea 
by Senator

Mr. Hofmeyr on Race 
Relations

WE must accept the position that the attitude of the 
average European South African does not measure 

up to the standards of value which are coming to be 
accepted internationally. South Africa is in danger of 
losing international esteem and goodwill,” said the 

• Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, when he 
opened the annual meeting of the South African Institute 
of Race Relations in the Cathedral Hall to-day.

He regarded the meeting as the 
| most important event in the insti

tute’s annual calendar. During the 
years the institute had grown in 
stature and authority, and it was 
to-day recognised as a body which 
approached difficult problems in a 
constructive and realistic spirit.

Investigation, not propaganda, 
1 was its aim, and it was known 

and appreciated that informa
tion supplied by the institute 

j  bore the hallmark of reliability.
; Public bodies in South Africa 
looked towards the institute for 
a. lead. It had always placed, and 

{ still placed, the search for truth 
first and foremost. Its approach 

j  was constructive, objective and dis- 
} passionate,

"I emphasise this point,”. Mr. 
Hofmeyr said, ' because I believe 
that in regard to race relations 
there is not an unnatural tendency 
to be influenced by prejudice 
which is based in inherited tradi- 
tions and sense of difference.

FIFTH FREEDOM
"We need here something more 

than President Roosevelt’s four 
freedoms. We need a fifth one— 
the freedom from prejudice. The 
best way of obtaining this is along 
the lines of the objective and dis
passionate approach to the facts— 
a characteristic of this institute.”

The meeting, he went on, was 
important because it took place 
at a time of tension. “That 
tension is not quite as acute as 
it was last year — but it is 
sufficiently acute to be a matter 
of grave concern.”
South Africa had been under 

the spotlight of world opinion at 
Uno. Things went better for us 
at the last assembly, and there 
was a greater readiness to see 
our problems against the full 
background.

But we must not blind ourselves 
to the fact that even at the last 
assembly there was a consider
able majority of nations repre
sented who were prepared to con
demn South Africa, and that the i 
support of many of our friends 
was a qualified support.

FINDING HARMONY
From the internal point of view 

the problem was one of find
ing some measure of harmony 
between the aspirations of the 
developing non-European and the 
settled attitude of the dominant 
European. It was therefore obvious 
that a body such as th e ! 
institute could make a very real' 
contribution.

Mr. Hofmeyr paid a tribute to j 
Mr. Rheinallt Jones, who 
resigned from the council la st! 
year, and to the institute’s acting 
director, Mr. Quintin Whyte. j

Brookes
A measure of social equality 

for non-Europeans of standing 
in South Africa was urged by 
Senator E. H. Brookes in his 
presidential address to the Insti
tute of Race Relations.

Referring to his attendance at. 
meetings of the United Nations 
Educational, Scientific and Cul
tural Organisation, S e n a t o r  
Brookes said it had come to him 
as a shock that ’’we simply dare 
not ask Unesco to meet in South

In order to hold a meeting in 
Cape Town successfully, it would 
be necessary to have a campaign 
of education of the public for at 
least 12 months to ensure that 
no one wearing a Unesco badge 
should be debarred from any 
place or facility because o, his 
colour.

“CANNOT CONTINUE”
“Even if this campaign were 

successful, it would only need 
the Minister of Education ot 
Mexico or the Director of Scien
tific Research of Brazil to leave 
his badge in his hotel for a first- 
rate international row to take 
place,” Senator Brookes said.

“The gentlemen who presided 
with ability and distinction over 
our meetings in Mexico would 
be refused a cup of tea in almost 
every cafe in Cape Town.

“I put it to you that this 
cannot continue; that if ,it does 
continue we shall find ourselves 
side by side with Franco Spain 
in the modern world;' and that 
if we are to give social privi- , 
leges to distinguished non- 
Europeans from other countries 
we cannot deny them to dis
tinguished non-Europeans in 
our own country.”

“UNWISE”
There could be nothing more 

’ unwise” than his suggestion, as 
president of the institute, that 
the necessity of giving some 
measure of social equality to non- 
Europeans of standing should be 
faced.

It would probably be fastened j 
on and criticised, but he made j 
it, deliberately, because he felt 

, that the time, had come when 
this issue had to be frankly 

I and fearlessly faced.
“In just the same way,” j 

Senator Brookes went on, “I 
am convinced that there is no 
solution to our franchise ques- 
tion more satisfactory than the ! 

* admission of non-Europeans of i 
high educational qualifications 
to the common voters’ roll.
“In other words, we made a 

3 Very big mistake in 1936 and we 
1 have to retrace our' steps. I quite 
" realise the fact that we cannot 
s expect this to happen by con- 
 ̂ stitutional methods at once.

5 COLOUR BAR
> “Perhaps the first step in this 

direction should be the removal 
; of the colour bar so far as mem

bership of Parliament is con
cerned. The main issue is the 
creation of full South African 
citizenship for those non-Euro
peans who qualify for it. In 
other words, that the colour bar 
should not be a perpetual bar 
to lull citizen rights.”



X hear tha t the Institute ot Race 
Relations has persuaded Dr. Prank 
Laubach, the American missionary 
and educationist, to visit the 
Union.

Dr. Laubach’s speciality is a 
swift method of teaching backward 
Native peoples to read and write. 
At present he is in West Africa, 
where illiteracy is high.

Using the Laubach method on 
the Rand Mrs. Maida Whyte, an 
institute official, claims to  h«.v»
taught a number of Native washer- j 
women to read and write simple
English in 16 hours.

TheWanderer
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Bush-Shirt Principal

AMONG the delegates a t the 
Institute of Race Relations in 

I Cape Town this week I  noticed a 
dress-reformer—a man in  white 
bush shirt, white shorts, white 
stockings and brown shoes.

He is Dr. Oscar Wollheim, of 
East London, a school principal. 
He has led the movement there 
during this summer, other teachers 
have followed his example, and j 

| the authorities have approved.
“The tyranny of the tight collar 

is on the wane,” declares Dr. 
Wollheim. ,

In 16 Hours

Mr. ]. H . Hojmeyr, Minister 
of Finance, addressing the 
annual meeting of the South 
African Institute of Race Rela
tions in Cape Town to-day. 
With him on the platform are 
(front row, left to right) Mr. 
D . Molteno, M .P ., Professor
D . D . T. fabavu, Senator
E. H . Brookes (chairman), 
Major Piet van der Byl ( Minis
ter of Native Affairs) and the 
Mayor of Cape Town (M r.

H . E . Gearing).
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(Al l ,  FOR “FIFTH 
FREEDOM” IN S.A.
HOFMEYR ON RACE 

PREJUDICE
A CALL for a “ fifth freedom ”—freedom from 

prejudice in South Africa—was mad§ by Mr. J. H. 
Hofmeyr, Minister of Finance, at the annual council 
meeting of the Institute of Race Relations in Cape Town 

I yesterday.
He said South Africa was in 

danger of losing esteem and 
goodwill in the eyes of the 
world, because the average 
European South African stan
dard of values did not m easure 
up to the international standard.

A lthough tension in South 
Africa was not at present as 
great as last year, there was 
enough to cause grave concern. 
While South Africa had re
ceived a greater m easure of 
understanding at the last U.N.O. 
Assembly, there had still been 
a ■ considerable num ber of 
nations which had been prepared 
to condemn the Union.

EUROPEANS’ INTEREST
<■ no *̂rne had the institu te 
round more in terest among the 
European population. Its study 
circles and its brains trusts had 
been given a support which was 
indicative of the interest 
aroused. The Prim e M inister 
had shown clearly tha t he him 
self realised the* urgency of the 
situation.

Senator Brookes said that so 
far as the A frican situation 
was concerned, while the door 
of conciliation was not very 
Wide open, it was not being 
shut.

“The support of m any of our 
friends was a qualified support”, 
he said.

Of the Institu te  of Race R ela
tions, Mr. Hofm eyr said tha t 

j public bodies in the Union were 
I looking to it for a lead because 
1 its sta tu re  had grown during 
the past year and its policy of 
approaching race problems in -a 
constructive and realistic way- 
had engendered universal re
spect and adm iration.

There was a tendency to the 
influence of prejudice in regard 
to race relations in South 
Africa, a prejudice based on in
herited traditions. The best way 
of obtaining freedom from 
prejudice was along the lines of, 
objective and dispassionate* 
approach to the facts—a charac
teristic of the Institute.

SOCIAL EQUALITY
Senator Edgar H. Brookes, 

president of the Institute, 
appealed, in his opening address, 
for a m easure of social equality 
for non-Europeans of standing.

He said that at the beginning 
of 1947 the racial sky was 
clouded and overcast.

The patriotic feelings of Euro
peans were roused by the discus
sion of South A frica’s Native 
policy at U.N.O. and there was ; 
a feeling of resentm ent kindled 
because Europeans went abroad 
and condemned the non-Euro
pean policy of the country.

! The spirit of negotiation was 
not dead and there were many 
encouraging tendencies to record

The Prim e M inister’s pro
posals would, a few years ago, 
have been considered almost 
revolutionary by the European 
public.

There was an increasing 
m teiest in the adult education I 
of non-Europeans and the police 
were m aking an effort to im- I 
prove the relationship between 
the force and the non-European 1 
population.

There was an increasing 
a ttitude among industrialists 
in favour of lifting the colour 
bar in certain spheres of 
industry.
in  me AiriKaans speakir 

universities there were' signs i 
seething in terest in the raci, 
problem and there had bee 
encouraging tokens of a moi 
liberal attitude on the part c 
younger A frikaans speakin 
intellectuals of g reat promise.
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UNESCO PROBLEM
Senator Brookes said it came ; 

as a shock to realise that they 
simply dare not ask Unesco to 
m eet in South Africa.

.“The gentlem an who presided , 
w ith ability  and distinction over 1 
our meetings in Mexico would
be refused a cup of tea in almost 
every cafe in Cape Town,” he 
said.

In the Cape the ranks of the 
Coloured people remained 
divided and there were ten
dencies among Europeans to 
increase the racial discrim ina
tion prevailing in what was 
once famous as a liberal area.
The non-Europeans had found 

a court of higher appeal than the 
South African Government; 
they had discovered tha t they 
were not completely powerless 
and w ithout friends: it gave 
them hope.

The Europeans, on the other 
hand, were summoned before 
the bar of the civilised world 
and there found wanting.

To the Government and to 
large sections of our people 
came the realisation that the 
Hertzog policy of 1936 was no 
longer relevant in a world which 
had changed so rapidly.

“I put it to you tha t this can
not continue; tha t if it does we 
shall find ourselves side by side 
with Franco Spain in the modern 
world, and tha t if we are to 
give social privileges to dis
tinguished non-Europeans from 
other countries, we cannot deny 
them to distinguished non-Euro
peans in our own country.

Mrs. A. W. Hoernle’s address 
on penal reform and race rela
tions. page 8.

I
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Helping Race ] 
Relations j

Minister’s Tribute 
to S.A. Institute •

1
A TRIBUTE to the work of the ;

South A frican Institu te  of ' 
Race Relations by the M inister 
of Justice, Mr. H. G. Lawrence, 
was read at the annual Hoernle 
Memorial Lecture, given by Mrs. 
A. W. Hoernle under the auspices 
of the institu te  in the Cathedral 
Hall, Queen V ictoria-street, Cape 
Town, last night.

Senator Edgar H. Brookes, who 
presided, said tha t Mr. Lawrence 
was unavoidably presen ted  from 
taking the chair at the lecture. , 

Mr. Lawrence had, however, 
sent a message saying that he 1 
had the greatest confidence in 
the work of the institu te  and 
highly appreciated the value of 
w hat it was doing.

He added that since he had 
experienced the difficulties that 
confronted the United Nations 
O rganisation he had more than 
ever realised the im portance of 
an institu te of tha t kind.

Senator Brookes said that the 
Hoernle M emorial Lecture was 
established to perpetuate the 
memory of the la te  Professor A. 
Hoernle in recognition of what 
he had accomplished in im prov
ing race relations.

Mrs. Hoernle, the lecturer, 
was the widow of Professor 
Hoernle, and as a m em ber of 
the Penal Reform Commission 
was well qualified to deal w ith 
the subject of her lecture, Penal 
Reform and Race Relations. ;

A t the beginning of her lec
tu re  Mrs. Hoernle expressed 
her gratitude to the M inister of 
Justice for consenting to her 
giving the first public statem ent , 
on the Penal Reform Commis- . 
sion’s Report, which had not yet ; 
been tabled in the House of 
Assembly.
Mrs. Hoernle’s address, page 8. 
“Call for Fifth Freedom in 

S.A.”, page 2.
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jy/£A N Y  im p o rtan t recom m endations by th e  P en a l R eform  C om m ission w ere  d isclosed by Mrs.
A. W . H oern le  in h er H oern le  M em orial L ec tu re  to  the  R ace R elations In stitu te  last n ight 

in the  City Hall. She w as a m em b er of the  C om m ission.
A m ong o th e r things, the  C om m ission reco m m en d ed  the  re ten tio n  of th e  d ea th  penalty , the 

abolition  of the  “ca t,” re ten tio n  of w hipping an d  lashes, b u t a red u ctio n  in the  n u m b er of strokes 
inflicted and  the  n u m b er of tim es the  p un ishm en t can  be aw arded , re fo rm  of prisons an d  prison 
garb , an d  various social im provem ents to  rem ove the env iro n m en t of crim e.

Reform of Union’s Penal
Methods

Commission Says there is no 
One Cause of Crime

R EFERRING to the large num ber of 
non-European, especially Native, 

convictions, Mrs. Hoernle said it was too 
frequently  forgotten th a t in the Union 
two systems of law  w ere operating— 
European law and varie ties ' of A frican 
tribal law. N ative courts presided over 
by chiefs or headmen, said the commis
sion, should be in tegrated  w ith the Euro
pean system, and become courts of 
record.

The commission pointed out th a t there 
was no one cause of crime. Social con
ditions w ere a predisposing factor. It 
had been calculated tha t it would take 
£100,000,000 in capital expenditure and 
over 300,000 houses to overtake the 
country’s requirem ents in sub-economic 
houses, 154,000 for N atives alone.

“M iserable streets, slum  areas and 
wretched homes are poor places for the 
developm ent of socially acceptable 
behaviour. On the contrary, they are 
favourable places for the breeding of 
crime,” stated  the com mission’s report. 
Although poverty, from  which a very 
large proportion of our population 
suffered; did not force a person to crime, 
poverty undoubtedly brought about con
ditions conducive to crime.

So, too, the absence, particu larly  in 
the non-European areas of the large 
cities, of means of wholesome recreation 
led to leisure being used in undesirable 
and often crim inal ways.

There was no general system of com
pulsory education for the non-European 
sections of the population, and the com
mission points out th a t “most non-Euro
peans found in penal institu tions are 
illitera te”. And for those non-Europeans 
who, w ith great struggle, had achieved 
a higher education, inadequate oppor
tunities for suitable em ploym ent were 
made available.

On the subject of deviate children, the 
commission recommends m ore varied 
types of institutions, especially a medical 
treatm ent centre and observation centres 
at the la rger detention homes where 
medical and m ental observation and care 
can be provided and where the best type 
of institu tion  . for each individual child 
can be selected.

It also suggests th a t com pulsory 
attendance centres should be s ta rted  at 
which petty  persistent offenders could be 
ordered to repo rt a t week-ends or on 
holidays to spend the ir leisure hours on 
vigorous, useful em ploym ent instead of 
their usual holiday exploits.

It is also the opinion of the commis
sion tha t in South Africa, as in England, 
probation officers of afl races should be 
directly attached to the courts and tha t 
they should be under the adm inistration 
of the D epartm ent of Justice.

The commission recommends the 
establishm ent of S tate labour bureaus 
for all races to find work for those who 
have none, and the use of S tate public 
works for those who cannot be absorbed 
by private firms.

Fines imposed on N atives for statu tory  
offences w ere frequently  out of all pro
portion to the ir earnings, and inflicted 
far severer penalties on them  than would 
norm ally be the case if the offenders 
were Europeans. The commission re
commended th a t in all cases of fines on 
Natives the courts should also consider 
the financial position, and in the m atter 
of im prisonm ent the victim  of povert\ 
should not be placed in a worse position 
than those in better financial standing.

Punishment a Failure

Mrsp A. W. Hoernle, right, talking  
to Dr. Ellen H ellmann during the 
tea interval at the Institu te  of 
Race Relations m eeting at the 
Cathedral Hall, Cape Town, 

yesterday.
Fines on Natives

rjpHE revelation in connection with 
fines led directly  to a consideration 

of the whole problem  of punishm ent and 
the correct handling of those who broke 
the law. Up to the present they had no 
clear vision in th is m atter, and it seemed' 
to be a question of hit or miss.

They tried to some ex ten t to prevent 
contam ination of the less bad by the very 
bad; they taugh t trades to Europeans, 
they adm itted chaplains to m inister to : 
the imprisoned But they also sentenced 
prisoners to hard  labour w ith special 
em phasis on the “ hard ,” and they some
tim es added periods of spare diet and 
solitary confinement or order corporal 
punishm ent.

W hat was quite clear w as th a t our 
m ethods w ere not sufficiently successful. 
They were not deterring  enough crimi- 
nals! They w ere not protecting society.

. „ , „ tt__ x u -tln  1945 34.8 per cent, of the sentenced
regards fines, Mrs. Hoernle said t ^prisoners w ere persons who had been in 

it was a reasonable inference '-Im prison j-,efore for a term  of at least a 
where fines w ere paid they were ™ -month and probably m ore w ithin a 
posed on people able to pay them , a n d perjocj oj> jq years_ That was to say 
th a t w here they w ere not paid the con-that more than  a th ird  of sentenced 
verse was generally the case. Thus, in pr jsoners jn 1945 w ere recidivists, 
effect, poverty was being penalised, t e g^g  gyj^gngg from other countries was 
m an who could pay his fine w ent ^ ^ o v e rw h e lm in g  th a t crim inals responded 
on such paym ent while the man w hoto trea tm en t fa r m ore than  they did to 
was not in a position to find the rooneypuntshm ent, but they responded only to
went to gao l., _individual trea tm en t and. to the active

Surely it could be pointed out a t °nce.co_0pera^jon. those in charge of them, 
said Mrs. Hoernle, th a t there is nothing « There ;s onjv one way combinp 
com m ensurate between a fine and t ° t alp unjshm ent and the trea tm en t for 
loss of liberty. If the offence was suchreform an(j th a t is to regard  the loss 
th a t a fine would serve as an effic ien t^  ijbe rty as the punishm ent, while the 
deterrent, or adequate penalty f° r  ®ritreatment of the offender during the 
offence, then the alternative of imprison, pe ri0(j he js deprived of his liberty is 
m ent was not in any way equivalent. _

Im prisonm ent m ust be the ultim at

1

sanction for failure to nay w here pay 
m ent is feasible, of course, but a sentenc 
of im prisonm ent should only be given ii 
its own right, and afte r careful con 
sideration and never as an autom ati 
alternative for failure to pay a fine.

! The commission, she said, pointed on 
tha t in the case of these short terr 
prisoners it was im practicable, in th  

[time available, to apply to them  anythin 
in the w ay of corrective treatm ent. Oi 
the contrary , serious prejudice was in 
curred by the loss of liberty. Not onl; 
copld they not support the ir dependent 
but they them selves, under present con 
ditions. w ere subjected to the danger o, 
contact w ith hardened crim inals and 
might be led into the com m itting of more 
serious crime. -______ :____

aimed at his reform ation. As he s.. vs 
signs of reform  some liberty  will be 
granted  to him, un til w ith  readiness for 
citizenship comes com plete restoration  of 
liberty. This is the  recom m endation of 
the commission. I t has the necessary 
corollary th a t if an offender rem ains un
adjusted and shows no signs of changing 
his m ethods of life, there m ust be pro
vision for the prolongation of his s e n 
tence.”

Turning to the question of the n a tu re  
of the present penal institutions, Mrs. 
Hoernle said it was hard  to convey to 
one who had no experience of our prisons 
and gaols the im pression they m ade on 
one entering them  for the first time.



M any of the buildings w ere of the 
fortress type, designed prim arily  to pre
vent escape from  w ithin the walls. They 
w ere cold. grim, lonely and u tte rly  un- 
beautiful. If shutting  out all hum an 
w arm th  and grace could deter crim inals 
surely  our gaols should have done it.

Most of the gaols in the large towns 
w ere grossly overcrowded. The Johan- 
nf S™og kad  an authorised capacity  
0f o When she flrst visited it there 
w ere 2,525 persons locked up there. In 
the evening she was shocked to see 
prisoners lying packed head to foot in 
rows of three, 70 persons in a room de
signed to accommodate 33.

In  Cape Town there was an authorised 
capacity  a t R oeland-street gaol of 866. 
There w ere 1,124 persons there on the 
day it was visited. These conditions did 
no credit to them  as a nation.

The commission recommended th a t the
shmdd h f b be .<rhanged' and th a t there should be a visiting com m ittee for each 
prison in the country to keep the need 
for im provem ent in mind.

Death Penalty
THE Problem of corporal punishm ent 
i received very serious consideration 
by the commission, and every effort was 
made to get the best expert opinion avail- 
able in the country. The commission 
em phaticaffy recommended th a t the use 
ot the ca t”, which even to-day was 
applied only when specially ordered by 
a judge, should be discontinued.

On the o ther hand, afte r m uch 
deliberation, it was felt th a t the use of 
whipping for juveniles and lashes for 
adults should rem ain, but th a t the num 
ber of strokes be reduced to six and 

j  resPectively. Such punishm ent 
should not be ordered m ore than twice* 
for any onfe individual. Spare diet and 
solitary  confinement w ere also con
demned, and the ir abolition recom
mended. The death penalty, said the 
commission, m ust rem ain. Mrs. Hoernle 
disagreed w ith this.

As to the suggested penal institu tions 
of the future, the commission proposed 
a system  of allocation centres to which 
all convicted prisoners w ith sentences of 
a year or more would go for exam ina
tion and study. It was suggested th a t 
there should be four such centres in the 
Union—Cape Town. D urban, Johannes
burg and East London.

in e  cnoice of institu tions would be 
m uch g rea ter than  a t present if the 
recom m endations of the commission were 
accepted. There should be prim ary  
prisons of different types, secondary 
prisons, prison colonies and prison farm s, 
m ental trea tm en t prisons, prisons for 
sub-norm al persons, prisons for the 
chronic sick and release depots.

Criminals, in the view of the commis
sion. should not be com m itted to w ork 
colonies under the D epartm ent of Social 
Welfare. Persons who have defied the 
law  and who knowingly led anti-social 
lives w ere psychologically a different 
problem from  the socially inadequate 
persons who form ed the band of w on’t 
works, inebriates and loafers who were 
the proper subjects for trea tm en t in w ork 
colonies, under the D epartm ent of Social 
Welfare.

H igher rates of pay w ere recommended 
for w ork perform ed in prison. To-day 
it was 2d. or 3d. a day, w ith the result 
th a t the prisoner often leaves gaol so 
ill-provided w ith money th a t h e ' is 
im m ediately under th e  tem ptation to 
steal.

Mrs. Hoernle concluded w ith a brief 
1 discussion of the problem  of reinstating  
in useful w ork those who had been in 
prison or reform atory.

If they could develop a system for all 
our races, she said, in which there was 
the possibility of building up m al
nourished and stunted  bodies, of m aking 
good deficiencies in general and give 
vocational training, besides instilling 
into our anti-social persons a readiness 
to carry  p art of the load of general 

, social responsibility, they should have 
gone fa r in the ir protection of society 
and m m aking good use of the hum an 
m aterial which was available for our 
corporate life.
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'Abolition of “Cat*! 
Urged in Penal 
Reform Report
jy^ANY im portant recom m enda

tions were m ade by the 
Penal Reform Commission, a 
sum m ary of whose 900-page 
report was disclosed by Mrs. A. 
W. Hoernle last night in her 
Hoernle Memorial lecture to the 
Institu te of Race Relations.

Among the Commission’s re
commendations were th a t the 
death  penalty  should be retained 
but th a t the “ cat ” should be 
abolished The retention of 
whipping for juveniles and 
lashes for adults is recom
mended. but the num ber of 
strokes should be reduced, and 
no offender should receive this 
punishm ent more than  twice

Spare diet and solitary con
finement w ere also condemned 
and the ir abolition recom
mended. Prison garb  should 
also be altered and m ade less 
depressing. H igher rates of p- 
for work in prison w ere alsc. 
recommended.

A sum m ary of Mrs. H oernle’s 
address is on page 8.

d
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Penal Reform
9 T F  the rem arkable exposition given last 

"*■ night in the Hoernie M emorial Lecture 
at the In stitu te  of Race Relations by Mrs. 

5 A. W. Hoernie of the investigations of 
the Penal Rfeform Commission drives 
home any conviction a t all, it is th a t 
society itself is to an overwhelm ing 
ex ten t responsible for the  appallingly 
high incidence of crim e in  this country. 
Bad social conditions of all k inds which j 
Mrs. H oernie discussed are, as the Com
m ission points out, the predisposing 
factors of our high crim e statistics. There 
is no one single cause of crime, b u t many. 
Some of them  are complex. None is irre- 

_ mediable. W hat is essential, as Mrs. 
Hoernie rem arked, is a tra in ing  for social 
life, train ing  people to be useful pro
ductive citizens w ith  a sense of communal 
responsibility and w illing to conform to 
the ways of the com munity. To the ex
ten t th a t the com m unity does not provide 
the proper conditions for the realisation 
of the  fullest satisfactions in life of all 
its m em bers the com m unity is a failure.

The problem  therefore of preventing

VC
)
9
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crim e m ust obviously be approached 
largely along social lines. Along the lines 
of better housing, better education, im 
proved nutrition , the elim ination of slums, 

. and the defeat of w hat Beveridge called 
one of the four g reat giants, poverty 
itself. T hat does not necessarily force 
people into crim e, as the Commission 
rem arks. B ut poverty creates conditions 
conducive to crime. So does the absence 
of proper recreational facilities, especially 
for Natives. Sheer fru stra tion  of healthy 
physical and em otional pressure drives 
to crime. T hat is a fac t which observers 
have long stressed. The Commission 
supports that. This lays upon South 
A frica a heavy responsibility. It involves 
the acceptance by the S tate of costly social 
policies which will take years to elaborate 
in all the ram ifications discussed by the 
Commission. The foundations of some 
have already been begun. O thers are 
im plicit in policies already adopted or 
projected. The cure in other cases will 
not be simple. B ut the u ltim ate gain 
will m ore than  outweigh w hatever the 
cost m ay be.

T h e ' Commission em phasises the 
obvious: th a t the m ethods of our penal 
system are wrong, and it m akes m any 
constructive suggestions for the im prove
m ent of the system. B ut society’s con
ception of prison and punishm ent m ust 
also be altered. The purpose m ust be to 
reform  not to punish: to consider each 
case as one for expert treatm ent, to 
create useful citizens, not recidivists. 
The m ajo rity  of offenders are non- 
Europeans, and the Commission deals 
a t length  w ith  the trea tm en t of N ative 
offenders. I t draw s attention  to the gross 
inequality  of punishm ent aw arded to 
Natives, particu larly  in the infliction of 
fines beyond th e ir  financial capacity. This 
has created m any N ative crim inals. The 
rectification of th a t is a m a tte r for the 
courts; b u t it is typical of the broadly 
liberal and hum ane sp irit in which the 
Commission has approached its task tha t 
it condemns the discrim inating laws 
which m ake so m any N ative offenders. 
There is no sw ift cure for crime, 
nor can any sw ift results be expected 
from  the Commission’s recom m enda
tions. B u t it is clear from  th is report 
th a t our whole penal system  m ust be 
overhauled together w ith  a fundam ental 
reorientation  of society’s conception of 
the purposes of the system.

Against H im self
SENATO R  E D G A R  H. 
^  BROOKES does not mind 
telling stories against himself. In 
his P residential address to the 
annual Council of the Institu te 
of Race Relations in the 
C athedral Hall this week he 
talked about aspects of segre
gation, and recalled that last 
year he gave four separate 
addresses on this theme in Cape 
Town.

“ At each meeting,” he said, 
“ I noticed the same reporter 
present represented a particular 
paper. A fter the fourth meeting 
he came up to me, shook me by 
the hand and said: ‘ I w ant to say 
how much I’ve been enjoying 
your address.’ ”

Dr. Brookes linked this with 
his first session in the Senate 
and the pleasure he had felt 
when a H ansard reporter 
approached him towards the end 
and cpngratulated him on his 
contributions to the debates. 
“ You see, sir,” added the 
H ansard man, “ I ’m paid by 
piece-work.”

\  v  ---------- —-----------

^Radio Scheme for S 
Non-Europeans i

The range of the activities of I 
the S.A. Institu te  of Race Rela
tions is surveyed in the 18th 
annual report, ju s t published.

Among the suggestions made s 
to  the Commission on Broad- ' 
casting services was one for a i 
re-diffusion service for non- < 
Europeans in u rban  areas. This 
service would aim a t the  trans- • 
m ission of radio program m es by : 
w ire to loudspeakers in every . 
lis tener's house. T here would be i 
a  small weekly charge of 4d. to 
7d. a listener, and the service i 
would be suitably subsidised by t 
the Government. i

It was fu rthe r suggested tha t 
non-Europeans be trained  ip ' 
radio  w ork and employed by the 
S.A.B.C., and th a t full use be 
m ade of non-European ta len t for.- ' 
non-European program m es. \ 7

= -------  f / \
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n P O -M O R R O W  night's Brains 
s Trust in the Cathedral H all, 
organised by the Institute of Race 
Relations, will bring one or two 
new personalities before the Cape 
Town audience.

Dr. Ellen Heilman is one. She 
has achieved wide notice among 
educationists for her studies of the 
problems of urban Bantu youth. 
She is chairman of the Joint 
Council f o r  Europeans and 
Africans in Johannesburg, and is 
at present engaged on the task of 
editing a 400,000-word handbook on 
race relations on behalf of the 
institute.

This book will form the most 
complete survey of the Union’s 
multi-racial society yet carried out. 
and its list of 30 contributors in
cludes most of the leading names 
in South African university life.

Fate of the Bull
Two other members of the 

Brains Trust will be Professor 
D. D. T. Jabavu, from Fort Hare, 
a,nd Senator Edgar H. Brookes. 
Before entering public life, Senator 
Brookes was on the staff of Pre
toria University and was later J  
principal of Adams College, near 
Durban.

Senator Brookes recently re
turned from Mexico City, where he 
was one of the four South African 
delegates to Unesco. He says it 
took a bull-fight in Mexico City to 
make him realise what a strong 
cattle - complex South Africans 
possess.

“Most of the delegates watching 
the bull-fight were concerned about 
what would happen to the men,” 
he said. “Dr. Robbertze and Pro
fessor Duminy, who were sitting 
with me, shared my anxiety about 
the fate of the bull.” f



Crowded Prisons
AMONG the points quoted 

yesterday from ' the report 
of the Penal Reform Commission 
by Mrs. Hoernle, in her lecture 
to the Race Relations Institute, 
two are of special importance.
In 1946, of the 188,883 persons 
adm itted to gaols or prisons 
(which were grossly over
crowded), 117,746 r e c e i v e d  
sentences of one month or 
under. It follows th a t tire vast 
m ajority were imprisoned for 
petty or technical offences; in 
fact, 74.248 N a t i v e s  were 
adm itted to gaol for contraven
tions of the pass laws during 
the year. The second point is 
that, in a period of 18 months 
ended in June. 1946, in nine 
large gaols, 144,166 persons were 
adm itted to serve sentences 
because they were unable to pay 
fines. Of the to tal admissions 
of Natives during th a t period, 
83.2 per cent, were in default 
of paym ent of fines. Mrs. 
Hoernle points out th a t im
prisonm ent is not a satisfactory 
alternative, though it would be 
a reasonable punishm ent for 
failure to pay a fine where 
paym ent is feasible. To send an 
offender to prison because he 
has not enough money to pay a 
fine may easily develop into a 
system by which a m an is 
punished more severely for 
being poor than  for doing wrong. 
In particular, the fines imposed 
on Natives are often out of . all 
proportion to their earnings and 
constitute a m u c h  heavier 
penalty than  the same fine in 
the case of European offenders. 
The commission recommends 
th a t the courts should consider 
not only the natu re  of the 
offence and the degree of 
culpability but . a l s o  the 
offender's financial position. In 
all this there is nothing new. 
It has been pointed out for 
vears tha t the practice of 
flooding prisons w ith thousands 
of short-term  prisoners was 
tending to create crim inals and 
encourage crime. The Director 
of Prisons has frequently 
denounced the system. So have 
all experts in the m atter. So 
has the commission on penal 
reform. There is an impressive 
unanim ity on the subject, and it 
is now surely tim e th a t inquiry 
and discussion should give place 
to action.

Publication of 
Bills

TTHE plea of Mr. Quintin 
-*• Whyte, acting director of 

the Institute of Race Relations, 
for earlier publication of Bills 
deserves general support. Bills 
ought to be available for general 
inform ation and discussion, and 
particularly for comment by 
interested parties, some time 
before they come up for de
bate in Parliam ent. Most of 
them would be improved in 
the process. The Prim e Minis
ter, some tim e ago, gave 
instructions that, so far as 
possible, Bills should be pub
lished early. For technical and 
other reasons, however, this is 
not always done, and the griev
ance remains, although the 
advantages of early publication 
m ust be obvious. Mr. Whyte 
was right in saying tha t it 
would strengthen the idea of 
democracy and do away with 
som e. fears of bureaucracy if 
this practice were followed.

J
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( Mr. Quintin Whyte, acting 
director of the South African 
Institute of Race Relations, and 
his wife, Mrs. Maida Whyte, the 
adult-education officer, who have 
been attending the annual coun
cil meetings of the institute in 
Cape Town, will return to 
Johannesburg on January 20. Mr. 
J. D. Rheinallt-Jones, a former 
director of the institute, who has 
been attending the meetings, will 
remain at the Cape for several 
™<*eks with Mrs. Rheinallt-Jones.

yi-.yvso-
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RACE PROBLEMS IN 
?fs INDUSTRY

Trade Unions and tlie 
Colour-Bar

PROBLEMS confronting South African industry 
were discussed to-day by Mi. G. E. Williamson, 

past president of the South African Federated Chamber 
of Industries, when he addressed the South African 
Institute of Race Relations in the Cathedral Hall.

Until the large towns showed 
that they could properly provide . 
tor their populations, further , 
developments in these areas should 
be discouraged, he said. He felt ; 
that a policy of decentralisation 
of manufacturing industries should s 
be actively embarked on. Factories ; 
or groups of factories should be 
encouraged to develop in suitable . 
areas by the provision on a ■ 
national basis of the necessary 
facilities.

If the groups were not too large, 
it would be practicable to group 
townships for each racial group 
round them in which each could 
live its own communal life.

In these the non-European 
groups should be responsible for 
providing their own magistrates 
and professional classes, police 
traders and the undertaking of 
their own technical services.

NOT REALISED
Mr. Williamson felt the diffi- | 

culties under which South African 
employers laboured were insuffi- ; 
ciently realised.

However, he was convinced the j 
difficulties were a test of ability 
and determination. In spite of all 
handicaps industry was progress
ing, and work in factories was 
bringing together peoples of 

,,different races. It seemed inevi
table that very gradually the past 
racial barriers would become less 
rigid.

The fundamental problem was 
that of welding 'the apparently ill- 
assorted variety of people into a 
nation. To anyone who studied it, 
the problem must seem appalling. 
In the solution he believed that 
the development of the manufac
turing industry was destined to 
exercise an invaluable integrating 
influence. f

“Many South Africans.” Mr. 
Williamson said, “now realise not 
only , the desirability but the 
necessity of making South Africa 
completely independent of over
seas supplies for its basic needs 
if any degree of economical and 
social security is to be attained.

“This objective would become 
easier of attainment if contigu
ous countries, such as Southern 
Rhodesia, were to be included 
in one South African economic 
sphere.”

“ECONOMIC VASSAL”
The inter-relationship of races 

in the trade union movement was 
dealt with by Dr. M. I. Benischo- 
witz in his address.

Dr. Benischowitz said the Euro
pean wished to exclude the non- 
European, except to make him an 
economic vassal for th« develop
ment and evolution of ho- wealth 
and prosperity.

Unless the trade unions could 
do away with racial and colour 
discrimination they would betray 
the principles for which they' 
stood.

When the Government’ en
couraged the establishment of 
separate facilities for Europeans 
and non-Europeans in factories, 
the unions acquiesced because they 
feared to alienate their Afrikaans
speaking members.

SEPARATE UNIONS 
Where attempts at segregation 

failed, a drive was made to 
organise the European workers 
into separate trade unions which 
received the benediction of the 
Industrial Registrar, who regis
tered unions for Europeans only.

Non-Europeans were compelled 
to organise their own unions, and 
there was still no co-ordinating 
unity between the two bodies.

The European would strengthen 
his position in industry and com
merce by giving others what he 
exnected himself.

COLOURED AS 
CRAFTSMEN

Important Labour
Force

I Mr. E. A. Dean, nominee of 
the Trades and Labour Council, 
said South Africa could not 
afford to neglect the inherent 
craftsmanship of the Coloured 
man or disregard the importance 
of her Coloured labour force.

In view of the approximate 
parity in population figures it 
would be reasonable to expect 
that the number of Europeans 
and Coloured people engaged 
in skilled industry would be 
more or less equal. However, 
it had been ascertained that 
about 15 Europeans were in
dentured every year as against 
one Coloured apprentice.
The ownership of industry was 

largely in the hands of Euro
peans, and because the proposal 
to nominate apprentices must 
come from the employers, it was 
not surprising that the majority 
of employers nominated Euro- 

i  pean boys, 
e Also, employers preferred to 

employ boys who had some trade- 
school experience, and this point 
touched on the general problem 
of vocational t r a i n i n g  for

Defects in a 
Bill

iALISED AND 
IOWDED

Rights of African 
W orkers

Defects in the Industrial Con
ciliation (Natives) Bill were dealt 
with by Mr. D. B. Molteno, M.P., 
when he addressed the South 
African Institute of Race Rela
tions in the Cathedral Hall this 
afternoon.

“The whole of the Bill, apart 
from its other defects which are 
numerous, appears to rest on the 
assumption that Africans are 
engaged on fundamentally dif
ferent work from workers of other 
races," Mr. Molteno said. “This 
is a ’ false assumption in ever
growing classes of occupation.

Already Africans were doing the 
same type of industrial wor 
as Europeans. Moreover, m
the Western Province, African 
workers in vast numbers were
engaged-in the same occupations 
as Coloured workers and m 
Durban in the same jobs as
Indians.

OVERLAPPING
“It is difficult to conceive,” Mr. 

Molteno said, “how the over
lapping between the fields covered 
bv the Bill and those covered by 
Act 36 of 1937 can be dealt with 
in practice—at all events without 
the constant infliction of in
justice and consequent growth of 
bitterness and industrial unrest.

“Provided the Government were 
to concede to African workers the 
same collective bargaining rights 
as to other workers, there is no 
reason whatever why African 
workers could not be fitted into 
the existing machinery established 
by Act 3(fcof 1937.

“To the extent that Africans 
are in fact engaged in different 
occupations from workers of 
other races, the Act authorises the 
establishment of occupational 
industrial councils or conciliation
boards. , .

“To the extent that Africans are 
engaged in the same occupations 
as other workers the same con
ditions should apply to the former 
as to the latter, and they are in 
equity and justice entitled to an 
equal voice in the establishment 

' of such conditions.”

eforms Urged 
mission
arts in the Union should be 
; payment of all fines imposed 
mmission. T he commission has 
an of convicted persons should 
fines are imposed, stating that 
feet is that poverty is being

1;

was no provision for this.

There was nothing commen- 
urate between a fine and the 
atal loss of liberty, and a sen- 
snee of imprisonment should 
nly be given “in its own right” 
nd after careful consideration — 
ever as an automatic alternative 
ir failure to pay a fine.

DISCRIMINATORY LAWS 
Fines imposed on Natives for 
atutory offences were frequently 
it of all proportion to their 
irnings, and inflicted far more 
ivere penalties on them than 
ould normally be the case if the 
lenders were Europeans.
It was hoped that as a result 

the recommendations the 
agan Commission had made 
lere would be a diminution of 
iscriminatory laws, and conse- 
lently a considerable reduction 
i the number of Natives con- 
cted of statutory offences under 
lem.
In the meantime the Penal 
eform Commission considered it 
;sential that something should 
3 done to keep out of gaol 
ie large number of minor 
lenders of all races who, 
irough their inability to pay 

fine, were being deprived of 
leir liberty.

ENGLISH METHODS 
Two very valuable methods 

.ad befcn applied in England of 
ecent years, with the gratifying 
esult that the number of per- 
ons needing to be imprisoned 
iad dropped so considerably that 
t had been possible to close 30 
;aols.

The commission urged that 
these methods should be 
given a thorough trial here, 
and that, as in England, legal 
provision should be made to 
require courts imposing fines 
to allow time for payment.
The only exceptions would be 

in cases in which the court was 
satisfied that the accused person 
had the means to pay immedi
ately; where he did not express 
any desire to be given time, on 
being asked; and where he failed 
to satisfy the court that he nad 
a fixed abode or regular employ
ment, or where the court, for 
any special reason, directed that, 
no time should be given. If no 
time was allowed, the reasons 
would have to be stated on the 
record and warrant of committal.

PRISON DRESS
People given time to pay fines 

should be placed under the super- 
/ision and guidance of probation 
Dfficers, as in England.

Among many recommendations 
outlined by Mrs. Hoernle were 
she improvement of prison dress 
—which “seems to date from the 
18th century”; that the maxi
mum number of strokes should 
oe six for juveniles and eight 
for adults; and £!l°t no whipping 

1 should take pla1-3\i>\'1‘>5S a psy
chiatrist or • .aait'N ’ ~ 1,0 ̂
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Aspirations of 
Africans

Legitimate Outlet  ̂
Essential

Unless a policy Is inaugurated 
which meets the rightful demands 
of Africans and so gives them a 
legitimate outlet for their re
pressed aspirations, it can be 
expected that tension and aggres
sion will increase on both sides 
of the colour line and give rise 
with increasing frequency to 
racial incidents, said Dr.- Ellen 
Heilman when she spoke on prac
tical problems in terms of culture 
contacts in an address to the 
Institute of Race Relations in 
Cape Town to-day.

“Dominative behaviour,” she 
pointed out, "evokes either a sub
missive or counter - dominative 
response. It would appear to me 
that what we are now witnessing 
in South Africa is a sharp shift 
from submission to counter
domination on the part of the 
African.”

WESTERN CULTURE
She submitted that “the essen

tial features of the South African 
situation are that there is a domi- i 
nant white group ruling a subject > 
group of primitive culture, of dif
ferent skin colour, whose avidity 
to acquire Western culture is 
restrained by the bounds set by 

, the ruling group itself.” ]
The European minority in South , 

Africa was conditioned to believe 
that it could safeguard its cul- 

> tural heritage and defend itself 
: against a rising tide of barbarism 
; by ensuring rigid racial and cul- 
- tural exclusiveness.
1 The conflict between the two
* racial groups constituting the 
' population of South Africa was

not submerged or camouflaged, 
but had become one of the major 
features conditioning the country’s 
political development.

* “Par from attempting to mini- 
i mise the existence of racial con

flict, a heightened consciousness
' of its allegedly dangerous reality 
I is being introduced by one of the 

minor political parties.”

S.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE 
RELATIONS

BRAIN S T R U S T
on

RACE RELATIONS PROBLEMS 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

Speakers include Senator E 
Brookes, Mr. Paul Mosaka, Dr. E 
Hellmann, Adv. D. B. Molteno 
M.P., Major A. Gordon-Taylor 

and others 
Question Master:

Mr. A. Gordon Bagnall 
Admission: 2/6 

CATHEDRAL HALL 
Queen Victoria St., Cape Town 

at 8.15 p.m. on 
JANUARY 16th, 1948

(LP/37602)
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“Colour Should not 
Bar Citizenship”

Senator Brookes Calls for  
Clear Issue

SENATOR EDGAR BROOKES, at a meeting of the 
Joint Council of Europeans and Africans in Cape 

Town last night, said that colour should no longer be a 
bar to full citizenship. There should be some way by 
which the civilised non-European should be able to attain 
full citizenship.

On this issue he called the 
liberal and progressive forces in 
South A frica to take a clear line. 
T ' e tim e w as ripe  and the issue 
. uld not be evaded.

There should be clear and 
courageous education of public 
opinion, w ith a sense of 
political reality .
The issue was one of practical 

politics and it was im portant 
tha t unnecessary tim e be saved 
from quarrelling.

The standpoint of the institu te 
was neither . neu tra lity  nor 
academic exclusiveness.

If it  remained sterile and

neu tra l it would have no sub
stan tia l non-European support. 
If it moved at the pace of the 
most advanced radicals it would 
have no substantial European 
support. The institu te would lose 
its usefulness if it did not have 
support from  both groups.

In answ er to questions Senator 
Brookes said th a t the income of 
the institu te  w as about £13,000 
a year, derived from members, 
affiliated societies, interest, and 
donations.

The institu te could do a great 
deal more in propaganda.

S.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE 
RELATIONS

Hoernle Memorial 
Lecture

MRS. A. W. HOERNLE
w ill sp ea k  on

PENAL REFORM 
AND RACE 
RELATIONS

8.15 p.m., on
14th JANUARY, 1948 in

CATHEDRAL HALL
Queen Victoria S tre e t Cape Tow n

* )p —7223

*lp—7220
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By The Man 
on the Spot Cape Times, Thursday, MarcK 4, 1948

Alan Paton, South African  
author of a novel which is a 
b estse ller now in the United  
States. See com m ent below.

77, Burg-street.
[A LAN PATON tells in the 

preface to his American 
best-seller, “ Cry, the Be
loved Country,” how it 
came to be written. It was 
begun in Trondheim and 
finished in San Francisco.

It was written in Norway, 
Sweden, England and the 
United States, mostly in 
hotel rooms, during a tour 
Mr. Paton did studying 
penal and correctional in
stitutions.

He is principal of the 
Diepkloof Reformatory, near 
Johannesburg.

In Fairfax, California, he 
met a Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey 
Burns, who read the book, 
were so enthusiastic they 
had a typescript done, and 
got it to Scribner’s just 
before Mr. Paton was due to 
return to South Africa.

The first edition was sold 
out the day it appeared.

Zulu Hero

THE chief character in the 
book is an old Zulu from 

jthe hills above Ixopo who sets 
out for Johannesburg in search 
of his son who has got into bad 
company.

Mr. P aton’s reform atory 
experience comes into this. His 
book is an indictm ent of our 
social system.

The nam es of well-known 
South Africans appear in it— 
people like Professor Hoernle 
and Sir E rnest Oppenheim er, “ a 
m an able to do as m uch as any 
one m an to a rrest the process 
of deterioration described in this 
book,” says the author.

The Penal Reform  League of 
South Africa has ju s t issued a 
pam phlet by Mr. Paton on 
“ Freedom as a Reform atory 
Instrum ent.”

Got Their Gold
tTVHE D eputy P rim e Minister, 

Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, lived 
up to his reputation  as an after- 
dinner speaker at the Cambrian 
banquet the other night.

Unlike Senator Brookes, he 
said, he could not claim to be 
one-fourth Welsh. Neither—like 
some South Africans—could he 
claim to be Scotch by absorp
tion; but, when he looked round 
the room and saw so many 
prosperous Welsh businessmen 
and rem em bered his own 
activities as M inister of Finance, 
he felt tha t he could, in all 
honesty, claim to be Welsh by 
extraction.

Mr. Hofm eyr’s mother, his 
constant companion, was with 
him  at the banquet.

“ So m any people,” the presi
dent, Mr. G. Cleaton-Jones, said, 
“ have congratulated Mrs. Hof
m eyr on having such a wonder
ful son. To-night, we must 
congratulate Mr. Hofmeyr on 
having such a wonderful 
m other . . . ”
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Coloured and
European
Council
GEGREGATION, not m  the
10 N ationalists’ sense bu t in a 
way advantageous to the Cape 
Coloured people, was suggested 
by a European, Mr. R. U. 
Kenney, at the inaugural m eet
ing of a Coloured-European 
Council held in Cape Town last 
night.

The council was launched by 
the South A frican Institu te  of 
Race Relations (Cape Regional 
Com m ittee), although the chair
man, the Right Rev. Bishop S. 
W. Lavis, pointed out tha t it 
would be independent of the 
institute.

As a m eans of combating 
racial d iscrim ination—one of 
the aims of the council—Mr. 
K enney suggested th a t the 
Cape Coloured people, boycott 
European institu tions and set 
up the ir own shops, banks, 
cinemas and insurance com
panies.
Sir H erbert Stanley, proposing 

the form ation of the new 
council, said tha t he felt tha t 
there should be such a body 
where people of both races could 
meet and discuss m atters on 
equal term s and in full friend
ship.
INDIVIDUALS AS MEMBERS

Mr. Douglas Buchanan, M.P., 
said the council would be com
posed of individuals, not neces
sarily of representatives of 
organisations.

“ When sending our in v ita 
tions, how ever,” he said, “ we did 
not leave anyone out because 
they belonged to a party, 
neither did we put anyone in on 
tha t account.”

The Rev. E. H. Roseveare said 
that, had the council been spon
sored by either the United P arty  
or the Cape Advisory Council, 
he would not have attended the 
meeting.

About 20 people attended the 
m eeting out of the 40 or so to 
whom invitations were sent.

RACE RELATIONS
Johannesburg, Thursday. 

Mr. Quintin Whyte has been 
appointed Director of the Institute 
of Race Relations in succession to 
Mr. ,J. D. Rheinallt Jones.—Sapa.
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The Acting Director of the Institute deals 
with the work, scope, objectives and needs 
of:—

The Institute o f R ace  Relations
W hat I t Is and  W hat It Does 

By  QUINTIN WHYTE

THE PRESENT RACIAL SITUATION

IT IS CLEAR THAT THE RACIAL 
SITUATION has deteriorated. This is 
due to a number of causes. First, the 
failure to carry out the promises made to 
non-Europeans during the war: Africans 
were encouraged to look to a swift im
provement of their lot which did not 
materialise. Secondly, the non-European 
population has grown more politically 
self-conscious and more aware of the 
strength of its position in the economy of 
the country. This is reflected in the 
organisation of well-conducted strikes and 
boycotts; in the adjournment of the 
Natives’ Representative Council; in the 
Indian Passive Resistance Movement; in 
the Squatters’ Movements which have 
developed as a result of the housing 
shortage in Johannesburg areas. Thirdly, 
the increasing fear of the white population 
that it will he dominated by the black: 
this has led in some directions to an in
creased demand for segregation, for re
taliatory measures against the Indian 
Resistance Movement and the action of 
the Indian Government. It has increased 
racial friction and lessened willingness to 
co-operate on both sides of the colour line. 
Fourthly, the rise in the cost of living, 
the deterioration of the reserves and the 
influx of Africans to the towns, the hous
ing shortage and the lack of other ameni
ties, have been contributory causes to the 
increase in crime which has had the effect 
of aggravating racial antagonisms still 
more.

As against these factors must he set 
a greater willingness on the part of the

European population to accord relief to 
the non-European population in the form 
of social welfare benefits, although at 
much lower rates than European rates. 
This more tolerant attitude underlies the 
approach of the National War Memorial 
Health Foundation which is pledged to 
make people’s centres available where the 
need is greatest. The discussions of the 
Union’s non-European policy at U.N.O., 
although they have aroused a considerable 
degree of resentment, have also caused 
much heart searching amongst the Euro
pean population. Over against this, how
ever, must he placed a much more in
transigent attitude on the part of the 
non-European population which feels that 
it can now look to an international power 
for the enforcement of its rights.

THE FUTURE

THE FUTURE WILL, THEREFORE, be 
compounded of contradictory and some
times conflicting forces. It will be 
moulded, too, by the process of indus
trialisation which the Union is under
going, by political developments in other 
parts of Africa, by the party-political 
situation within the Union, and by deci
sions taken at U.N.O. Unless there is 
a general softening of attitudes on the 
part of the European population and a 
greater willingness on the side of the 
non-European to co-operate, the likelihood 
of racial harmony in the next few years 
is remote. Three sets of factors in this 
situation will predominate:—

la) Industrial relations, which in South 
Africa are race relations. The questions 
of migratory labour, urbanisation of the
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African, his place and opportunities for 
skilled work in industry, his wages, and 
his inclusion in all industrial legislation 
on the same basis as Europeans are likely 
to be of crucial importance. Attention 
will, therefore, have to be concentrated on 
race relations in urban areas as the key- 
positions.

(b) The political and civic status of 
non-Europeans. The emergence of non- 
European peoples as independent, self- 
governing entities in other parts of the 
world, the greater share which dark- 
skinned people are taking in the govern
ment of their own countries, e.g., in 
Jamaica, Nigeria, Kenya, and elsewhere, 
have made our own non-European popu
lation more militant in their demands for 
political representation and a higher civic 
status. The Indian community has, on 
the whole, refused to accept the commu
nal franchise offered in 1946; the African 
people are asking for improved forms of 
representation in central and local gov
ernment; and the Coloured population 
have demanded the extension of the Cape 
Coloured franchise to the Northern Pro
vinces. It will, therefore, he necessary 
over the next few years to find some 
means by which the legitimate desires of 
the non-Europeans can be met without, at 
the same time, driving the European popu
lation to repressive measures. Inextric
ably connected with these questions are 
those of the pass laws and freedom of 
movement, health, and education— 
primary, secondary, vocational and tech
nical, academic, and adult.

(c) The rehabilitation and stabilisation 
of the rural areas, European and non- 
European. The European farmer is in
creasingly concerned at the shortage of 
labour. The farming section—the more 
conservative section of the community and 
the more rigid in its racial attitudes—will 
undoubtedly raise racial difficulties unless 
some way is found to increase its produc
tivity and meet its demands for labour. 
The Reserves, on the other hand, urgently 
need to be rehabilitated on a sound basis

which will involve stabilising that popu
lation, reducing the numbers on the land, 
bringing about the acceptance ot sound 
agricultural methods, and creating rural 
industries.

In this situation, with its urgent pre
sent difficulties and grave implications 
for the future, there is an imperative need 
foij some agency which can assist in 
bringing together Government bodies, both 
local and central, and the non-European 
peoples in an attempt to narrow the ever- 
widening gap between them which is 
appearing. Further, there is need to give 
direction to public opinion, both European 
and non-European, on a basis of ascer
tained fact and objective analysis.

THE SOUTH AFRICAN INSTITUTE 
OF RACE RELATIONS

THE ONE NATIONAL, independent, 
non-party-political organisation, of recog
nised authority and competence already 
active in these fields, is the South African 
Institute of Race Relations. It was 
founded in 1929 with the help of funds 
generously put at its disposal by the 
Carnegie Corporation of New York and 
the Phelps-Stokes Fund. With this help 
and additional financial assistance from 
within the country, Mr. J. D. Rheinallt 
Jones, Director of the Institute until April, 
1947, was able to build up the Institute 
which has now achieved a reputation and 
standing not only within this country but 
also in the rest of Africa and overseas. 
If it is to maintain its existence and ex
pand its activities to measure up to the 
challenge of the immediate future it must 
receive additional financial support.

ACTIVITIES

The main activities of the Institute 
can be summarised as follows:—

(1) Fact-finding and research. On 
these foundations all the other work of 
the Institute is built. The Institute has 
conducted numerous ad hoc investigations 
over a number of years, such as studies
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(9) In addition, the Institute and its 
regional offices at Cape Town, Durban and 
East London give advice to individuals 
and organisations. It acts as secretariat 
for several charitable trusts. It initiated 
the Legal Aid Bureaux which after several 
years developed sufficiently to become 
independent.

much valuable material unknown to the 
general public: it should be made avail
able to European and non-European alike 
in readable form. An organisation such 
as the Institute, whose bona fides are not 
questioned, should be in a position to 
publish such digests made palatable hut 
still retaining their accuracy.

r e s e a r c h

n a situation in which the differer 
racial sections of the community are drifi 
mg apart and where there is much mutua 
ignorance and distrust, the need for 
body with no political axe to grind, m 
vested interest to safeguard, is of para 
mount importance. The Institute is sucl 
3 ,b°^y: 11 embraces within its Counci 
and Executive every opinion from ex 
treme Left to moderate Right; African. 
Coloured, European, and Indian sit to- 
gether on its committees; and it has at 
ns command the services of authorities 
in every field upon which race relations 
impinge. If such an organisation is to 
be enabled to carry out its function ade
quately and to be the touchstone by which 
different interests can gauge their own 
Po lcies, it must be in a position to ascer- 
tain the facts of any particular situation, 
and to conduct research and to come to 
ns conclusions without fear or favour

But ad hoc research is in itself not 
enough. There are fields of long-term 
research untouched by academic bodies, 
and the Institute should be financially 
able to command expert services for such 
essential research, which may not be dealt 
with by any other body. The future in
dustrial development of the country will 
bring many such problems to lig h t-  
many exist at the moment and the de
velopment of the rural economy of the 
country presents many and will, in the 
future, present more.

And the result of such research must 
be made known to the public-in  popular 
form, well illustrated. In the Blue Books 
of the Government there already exists

An educational process, however, will 
not be sufficient in itself. Peoples of 
different races and with differing back
grounds cannot reach mutual understand
ing unless they meet and together tackle 
the problems confronting them. There 
must be co-operation on a new level. Any 
successful pattern for the future demands 
not work for as much as with the non- 
European people. The Institute has an 
enviable record in this respect. It has for 
eighteen years mothered the Joint Council 
Movement and has provided a joint plat
form in its own Council and Executive, 
at its conferences, and in other ways. 
Such efforts must be further stimulated 
lest the country fall apart into different 
racial camps mutually hostile and mutually 
ignorant.

SCIENTIFIC BASIS

There are many other suggestions that 
could be made to reduce racial friction 
and to preserve the ideal of justice to all 
men of whatever colour or creed; but de
spite South Africa’s boast that its racial 
problems are unique in this world now, 
how little is being done to solve them! 
Surely there are men in the Union suffi
ciently big to see the magnitude of the 
problem, to be unafraid of the truth, and 
to endow the Institute as they would 
endow a University. Must we always 
wait until the last moment before dealing 
with our difficulties and then be forced 
into hasty and ill-considered measures? 
Surely there must be one body in the 
country, independent of party and favour, 
which can deal with our racial problems 
on a scientific and objective basis.
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RACE RELATIONS 

LECTURES
CAPE TOWN—Mr. D. B. Mol- 

teno, M.P., will deliver a lecture 
on the Fagan Commission Report 
at Electricity House, Strand Street, 
on Monday, May 3, at 8.15 p.m.

This will be the first of two 
lectures arranged by the local 
branch of the Institute of Race 
Relations. The second will be a 
week later, on Monday, May 10, on 
the Penal Reform Commission 
Report, delivered by Mr. P. J. 
Wessels.

Tickets, at 4s. for both lectures, 
will be sold at the door on May 3, 
or may be obtained from the 
Institute at 90, St. John’s Street, 
Cape Town. Single tickets are 
2s. 6d. 5 t u v —

LECTURE ON PENAL 
REFORM

Mr P. J. Wessels, a prominent 
member of the Penal Reform 
League, will give a critical 
analysis of the Penal Reform 
Commission’s report at a meet
ing of the South Arfican 
Institute of Race Relations at 
Electricity House, Cape Town on 
Monday at 8 p.m.

Mr Wessels’ lecture will be 
part of the Institute’s campaign 
for public enlightenment on 
vital issues affecting race rela-u.„, o—

.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE 
RELATIONS

TO-NIGHT
Mr. D. B

MOLTENO, M.P.
w ill lec tu re  on the

FAGAN REPORT 
COMMISSION „

in  th e

ELECTRICITY HOUSE
STRAND STREET

at 8.15
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MR. MOLTENO 
DENOUNCES

Molteno Denounces 
Apartheid

How Native People are 
Distributed

A PARTHEID was denounaed on the authority of the 
v conclusions of the Native Laws Commission last 

night by Mr. Donald Molteno, who recently announced 
that he would not seek re-election to the seat he has 
held in the House of Assembly as a Native Representative 
since 1937. Mr. Molteno was speaking to the South 
African Institute of Race Relations in Cape Town.

Mr, Molteno said th a t the 
commission’s report, recently 
published, showed th a t the 
claims m ade at the tim e fo r the 
1936-1937 N ative legislation th a t 
it had solved the N ative problem 
were unfounded. I t was then 
planned to relegate the A frican 
people of the Union, who out
num bered the Europeans by five 
to one, to 18 per cent, of the 
country’s surface.

The report showed th a t 60 per 
cent, of the N atives w ere not 
living in  the N ative reserves.

In  the T ransvaal 20 per 
cent, of the A fricans w ere in 
reserves, and in the Free 
S tate, the other stronghold of 
the apartheid  policy, only four 
per' cent, w ere in  reserves.
In N atal 55 per cent, of the 

Native population was in 
reserves. In the Cape, the 
stronghold of liberty  for the 
N ative people, 62 per cent, of 
the N atives lived in the reserves 

the biggest percentage of all.
PRAISE FOR P.E.

The towns which most 
efficiently carried  out the Urban 
Areas Act, stopping Natives 
from, coming to w ork in them, 
w ere those which had the 
biggest shanty  towns. Absolute 
carrying out of the law  would 
m ean such a repressive force 
tha t it would topple by over
weight.

In P o rt Elizabeth, w here the 
city held fast to the ideas of 
liberty  and allowed no restric
tion against its Native popula
tion, the local au thority  was 
having the least difficulty in 
dealing w ith it.
W here Natives were allowed 

to buy property and own the 
sites of the ir homes they 
made responsible, solid mem
bers of the com munity. W here 
they w ere harried  difficulties of 
crim e and slum's always arose 

It was impossible perm anently 
to separate a m an from his 
family. Somehow or other the 
family would follow the man, 
w hatever the law.

As for the flooding of the 
towns w ith Natives tha t P arlia 
m entary backbenchers used as a 
perpetual cry, the town Native 
and European populations were 
about equal. But the ru ra l 
Native population, on European 
farms, was nine Natives for 
every European—and tl^at figure 
disregarded the Coloured popu
lation. Yet the cry of shortage 
of labour always arose from the 
rural areas.

[News by T. E. C larkson , 77,
B u rg -stree t, C ape Tow n.]

N a f i v o  ^  f f a i r c

H j G f V #
PORT ELIZABETH S 

LEAD TO UNION
CAPE TOWN, Tuesday.—Apart

heid was denounced on the autho
rity of the conclusions of the 
Native Laws Commission last 
night by Mr. Donald Molteno, who 
recently announced that he would 
not seek re-election to the seat 
he has held in the House of 
Assembly as a Native Representa
tive, since 1937. Mr. Molteno was 
speaking to the South African 
Institute of Race Relations.

The commission’s report, he 
said, showed that the claims made 
at the time for the 1936-1937 
Native legislation, that it had 
solved the Native problem, were 
unfounded. It was planned then 
to relegate the Natives, who out
numbered the Europeans by five 
to one, to 18 per cent, of the coun
try’s surface. Now the report 
showed that 60 per cent, of the 
Natives were not living in the 
reserves.

In the Transvaal 20 per cent, 
of the Natives were in reserves 
and in the Free State, the other 
stronghold of the apartheid policy, 
only four per cent, were in 
reserves.

CAPE’S LIBERALISM
In Natal 55 per cent, of the 

Native population was in reserves, 
and in the Cape, the stronghold 
of liberty for the Native people, 
62 per cent, lived in the reserves.

The towns which most efficiently 
carried out the Urban Areas Act. 
stopping Natives from coming to 
work in them, where those which 
had the biggest shanty towns. 
Absolute enforcement of the law 
would entail a vast repressive 
forpe.

In Port Elizabeth, which held 
fast to the ideas of liberty and 
allowed no restriction on its 
Native population, the local autho
rity was having the least diffi
culty in' dealing with it. Where 
Natives were allowed to buy their 
homes, they became responsible, 
solid members of the community; 
where they were harried, crime 
always increased.

It was impossible permanently 
to separate a man from his family. 
Somehow the famillv would follow 
the man whatever the law.—Sapa.

(News by T. E. C larkson, 77 Burg 
S treet, Cape Town.)



ColiaX M M J U O " h ! v S r

u THE LAW IS BEING 
TREATED TOO 

LIGHTLY ”
'T 'HE wave of moral laxity 
JL which started at the 
end of World War I and 
reached its peak during the 
ast war, as a cause of 

crime, was referred to last 
night by a Cape Town 
advocate, Mr. P. J. Wessels, 
when he spoke on prison 
and penal reform at a 
meeting of the South African 
I nstitute of Race Relations 
in Electricity House.

Mr. Wessels, local secretary  
of the Penal Reform League, said 
in all sections of the community 
people were to-day taking 
chances as fa r  as the law  was 
concerned,

Housewives sifted meal 
illegally, fines for parking 
offences were regarded m erely 
as a tax  and so much inform a
tion was required to be given 
in the form of sworn s ta te 
m ents tha t the sanctity  of the

oath, which was “at the very 
root of our adm inistration” 
was threatened.
To a certain  extent the S tate 

was responsible, for it should 
never enact laws or fram e regu
lations, the im plem entation of 
which it knew was not p rac ti
cable.

Mr. Wessels analysed the 
report of the recent Government 
commission, known as the 
Lansdown Commission, on penal 
and prison reform.

He said th a t the position in 
regard to liquor licences in South 
A frica was deplorable. The 
present system  encouraged 
monopolies in the liquor trade 
and im m ediate action for reform  
was called for.

Mr. Wessels favoured punish
ment. not to fit the crime, but 
the crim inal, and said th a t steps 
should prom ptly be taken in 
regard to those m entally- 
d i s  o r d e r e d  people who 
com mitted crimes and who 
derived no benefit from 
im prisonm ent.

Alr-l̂VCO ftj b J */$'
LAWS LIGHTLY 

BROKEN

State Held Partly 
to Blame

All sorts of people are taking 
^ nce® and breaking the law, 
said Mr. p. j . Wessels, joint 
honorary secretary of the Cape 
Town branch of the Penal Reform 
League, at a meeting of the South
t1on£a£  *nstitut,e of ^ c e  Relations in Cape Town last night.

Women were sifting flour. Pines
Is  “ n6DWer,e merely w a rd e d  

t  Pe°ple nowadays were 
inclined to rationalise their breach 
of laws and regulations.

He thought the State was re- 
sponsibie to a certain extent, it 
should never enact laws or frame 
J'f.^ations the implementation of 
which it knew was impracticable.

So much information was re- 
^ i red to be given in the form of

fKappraisements nowadays that the sanctity of the oath, 
■which was “at the very root of 
our administration of justice “ was threatened. Justice,
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INFORMATION BUREAU 
FOR NATIVES

Grateful Callers Offer Gifts 
of Cattle

GIFTS of cattle have been offered to the Institute of Race 
Relations bureau in Cape Town by Natives who are 

grateful for the advice and assistance officials of the bureau have
given them. Hundreds of Natives 
every month.

In thanking the officials one 
Native said: “Madam, it has 
troubled me and kept me awake 
at night to think there are such 
kind people in your office with 
such understanding hearts. Do you 
think, madam, I am right when 
I say you are all from the same 
father?”

Natives eager to continue their 
studies are told by the bureau 
where they can attend night 
schools and free classes. Often 
they come back to report their 
progress.

Many of the older men who 
have never been to school are 
keen to learn to read and write.

“They generally say ‘Oh, no,’ 
when you ask them if they 
would like to go to school,” an 
official of the institute explained 
to a representative of The Argus,

• “for they are afraid they will 
have to sit at desks with young 
boys and that they will be 
laughed at because of their 
ignorance.
“Once they realise that there are 

special classes for adults they are 
only too keen to go.”

MIGRANT WORKERS
The Natives seeking advice are 

generally migrant workers.
“The work that the institute can 

do for these migrant people Is 
much like that of a glorified in
formation bureau,” the official 
explained.

When the institute cannot help 
they are sent to municipal or 
Government departments. They 
are told what assistance to expect 
and they are usually given a 
letter explaining their cases.

The usual problems the 1 
Natives have are administrative 
—how to qualify as voters and 
how to obtain exemption from 
the pass laws. Many seek infor
mation about social legislation , 
embracing such subjects as ] 
unemployment insurance and , 
workmen’s compensation.

seek advice from the institute

STUDY FOR DEGREE
• One young Native who matricu
lated with physics and chemistry 
as subjects was keen to do the 
B.Sc. degree but could not afford 
the study fees. He came to Cape 
Town and worked as a waiter, but 
found that he had too little free 
time for study.

Next he found work with a 
cigarette manufacturing firm, but 
the wages were too low to allow 
him to pay his correspondence 
course fees.

The institute found him a 
position with a firm of manu
facturing chemists, put him in 
touch with other students and 
told him that he could borrow 
text-books from the public 
library.

FROM ALL PARTS
"Although this last instruction 

seems obvious to us,” the official 
said, “to them, unless they happen 
to be well informed or have’ 
educated friends, the library just 
seems something closed.”

Natives from all parts of the 
Union and from Rhodesia, Nyasa- 
land, South-West Africa and 
Portuguese East Africa seek 
solutions of their problems at the 
institute.
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G ive Your S u pport

THIS MONTH THE S.A. INSTI
TUTE OF RACE RELATIONS is 
organising a Fund Drive Appeal 
which deserves the support of every 
right-thinking South African. In its 
19 years the Istitute has built up a 
unique name for unbiassed, docu
mented  ̂ research into the social, 
economic and political conditions of 
non-Europeans. It is attached to no 
party, and its strict impartiality of 
approach has drawn into its circle, 
leading and progressive personalities 
fi om every section of the community.

The significance of its published 
investigations has been applauded by 
newspapers both here and overseas. 
Its membership includes all the big 
municipalities and over 3,000 ordin
ary subscribers scattered throughout 
southern Africa.

No more apt comment could be 
appended than that made by “The 
Cape Times” at the time of the Insti
tute’s annual Council meeting in 
Cape Town this year. “A great fund 
of knowledge,” said the leader, “is 
constantly presented to the public 
both through the quarterly journal, 
Race Relations, and the monthly 
‘News’, and also through specific 
booklets on specific matters . . . 
Grave problems require much wise 
thought, a sincere desire to discover 
fair solutions, accurate information, 
and continuous constructive action.
In all these directions the Institute 
offers and contributes a lead which 
the country would do well to recog
nise and follow.”
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TALKS ON 
RACE MATTERS

The Study Circle Conference 
of the South African Institute of 
Race Relations which will take 
place every night during next 
week, will be addressed by 
several authorities on matters 
ranging from town planning to 
the Pass Laws. In the case of 
three of the five subjects native 
speakers will address the con
ference as well.

Special arrangements have 
been made to have an “All Afri
can Brains Trust” on Saturday 
night, the closing night, com
posed of six third-year Native 
students from all over Africa. 
This discussion will take place 
at the Jan Hofmeyr School for 
Social W ork, whilst the ordinary 
meetings of the conference will 
be held in room 38, Main Block 
of the University of the Wit- 
watersrand.

On Monday night Mrs. H. 
Suzman and P. R. Mosaka will 
address the conference on 
“Native policy for urban areas” 
with special reference to the 
Fagan Commission’s Report; 
Tuesday night: Col. p. j . 
Bowling, town planning consul
tant on “Town-planning”; Wed
nesday night; Mr. L. I. Venables 
Manager of the Johannesburg 
Non-European Affairs Depart
ment and W. S. Pela on 
Local Government”; Thursday 

night: Mr. V. T. Shearer, Assis
tant Director, National Housing 
and Planning Commission on 

Housing” and Friday night Dr. 
Ellen Hellmann and W B 
Ngakane on "Pass Laws.”
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Study Circles May be 
Started in City

W i f t? d y / » cIeS„U? de.r the ausPices o f the South A frican  
in stitu te  of Race R elations m ay be started in B loem fontein . 
Sjuch circles are w ell established  in Johannesburg, and  
through them  people of various political v iew s w ho are 
anxious to ascertain the facts about racial questions are
acquiring u sefu l know ledge. >r
. Mrs J. D. Rheinallt Jones, who1! 
is organiser of study circles, anda 
whose husband is the founder, 
and former director of the In-!' 
stitute, has been in Bloemfontein1® 
for the past two days on her way)s 
back from Cape Town to Johan-n 
nesburg. She has had discussions1! 
with several people in the city e 
who are interested in the In -n  
stitute’s work. i-

In an interview  with The i- 
Fnend, Mrs Rheinallt Jones ex- :- 
plained the purpose of the In- g 
stitute of Race Relations and how 
study circles could help it to 
achieve its objects.

“The Institute was founded 18 
years ago, when representatives 
of the Carnegie Corporation came 
to this country,” she said. “They 
found that there were no records 
or statistics on Native questions

Mrs J. D, Rheinallt Jones

m  South Africa. They asked my 
husband, who was then Registrar 
of the University of the Wit- 
watersrand, if he would start an 
institute which would obtain 
facts and statistics about race 
relations.

PAID EXPENSES
“My husband agreed and the 

Carnegie Trust paid all the ex
penses of the Institute of Race 
Relations for the first five years. 
Since then it has been completely 
dependent on membership sub
scriptions and donations. Being 
anxious to remain an impartial 
fact-finding body, it has received 
no grant from the Government.

“As the result of the Carnegie 
Trust’s assistance and the facts 
which the Institute’s work 
brought to light, it started the 
work for the non-European blind 
in this country, as well as non- 
European crippled care, the legal 
aid bureaux for all races, and re
cently the Penal Reform League. 
Joint Councils of Europeans and 
Natives and of Europeans and 
Coloured are also run under the 
ausnices rff the Institute

" fh e  Institute’s vast library at 
the University of the Witwaters- 
rand has m aterial on race rela
tions which can be found no
where else, and is used by stu
dents from all over the world.

“We think it would be a good 
thing if that knowledge which 
is obtainable from  the library 
could be passed on to members 
of the public in different parts 
of the Union. We have therefore 
started in Johannesburg study,

' circles for the general public. 
Groups of about 10 people meet 
fortnightly in one another’s 
homes, and together they study 
m aterial from the Institute.

“Having no political bias, the 
Institute is only anxious to en
able the general public to have 
the real facts of the case, so that, 
whatever opinions people form 
on South Africa’s serious pro
blems, they will at least be form 
ing them on the true facts.

“During my short stay in 
Bloemfontein I have been asked 
by a number of people if study 
circles in similar lines to those 
in Johannesburg could not be 
organised here- I think they 
could easily be organised, and I 
should be very pleased if they 
were.

“Those who have spoken to me 
on the subject are all very busy 
as well as keen. Although study 
circles do not require much 
work, I should like to appeal to 
anybody who is willing — either 
a man or a woman — to come 
forward and organise them  or to 
help w ith a small amount of 
secretarial work. Dean C. C. Tug- 
man will be pleased to hear from 
anybody who is willing to help 
in  this way.”

BIG CONFERENCE
Mrs Rheinallt Jones pointed 

out tha t a big conference of 
study circles was to be held in 
Johannesburg at the end of June, 
and if circles were started in 
Bloemfontein before then their 
members would be welcome at 
the conference.

Different study circles could 
be organised to cater for in ter
ests in the different aspects of 
race relations.

Anybody who wanted fu r
ther information should write 
to her at Box 97, Johannesburg, 
Mrs Rheinallt Jones added.

The foundations of study cir
cles had already been laid in 
Durban and Cape Town, and 
Kimberley was also starting a 
circle, she explained. She would 
now visit Pretoria in connection 
w ith this work.

There were many possibilities 
for practical work which could 
arise from the study circles, and 
in time it might be possible to 
reform the Joint Council of 
Europeans and Natives in Bloem
fontein if rriembers of the cir
cles wished to do so.

Mrs Rheinallt Jones stressed 
the fact that it was not necessary 
to be a member of the Institute 
of Race Relations to join a study 
circle, although she hoped that 
those interested would become 
members. Membership would 
not bind them to any specific 
view.

All members received a small 
monthly pamphlet about current 
racial questions, and a large 
quarterly pamphlet. Many other 
pamphlets of the Institute could 
be bought for Is. or 2s. 6d., and 
a study circle could borrow 
books from the library  so that a 
member could make a precis 
for the circle’s use. Some of 
these books were rare and valu
able.

Mrs Rheinallt Jones stressed 
the institute’s need for funds in 
the shape of donations or mem
bership subscriptions of £1 a 
year.
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Rosebank, early this morning. ‘ a.
--------------------------------------------------- S u w  n l b v f

STUDY CIRCLES BRING LIFE 
AND PROBLEMS OF NATIVES 

INTO EUROPEAN HOMES
With a tawny Alsatian and a glossy-black cat dozing 

peacefully at their feet, 12 women and one m an sat in 
the lounge of a house in  Lower Houghton on Monday and 
pooled their knowledge of Native life and customs. They were 
members of a race relations study circle who were holding  
their first m eeting, and they w ill continue to m eet once a 
fortnight to learn and discuss all they can of the life of 
the Bantu races and the part they play in the econom y of
South Africa.

The topic this week was Native 
life in the reserves. One member 
of the circle had prepared notes 
which formed a basis for discus
sion, and as she read aloud other 
members interjected questions or 
supplementary remarks. Books on 
Native life and reports of commis
sions were quoted and newspaper 
cuttings produced. Two members 
of the circle are studying Native 
administration and anthropology 
at the University of the Witwaters- 
rand, and they were able to give 
the circle a good deal of informa
tion and to find useful references 
in textbooks and lecture notes. 
Even so, some questions were asked 
which no one present could answer 
on the spur of the moment, and 
a careful list of these was kept 
by the group secretary. The 
answers will be looked up or, on 
the suggestion of one member of 
the group, a speaker will be asked 
along to some future meeting to

answer as many of these questions 
as possible.

The general economic condi
tions in the reserves, Native 
methods of agriculture, their 
customs and habits were some 
of the subjects discussed.

The meeting was entirely 
informal and the discussion, 
always animated, continued 
while tea was handed round. 
Towards the end it became clear 
that one meeting was not long 
enough to exhaust the circle’s 
Interest in life in the Reserves, 
and some aspects of the subject 
were held over for the next 
meeting, the main topic of 
which will be farm labour. The 
meeting after that, it was 
decided, will be devoted to the 
subject of Natives in the mines, 
and a speaker with expert 
knowledge of this subject is to 
be invited to address the circle.
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Growing Interest in N/tiVe Conditions
Poverty the Overwhelming Factor
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 ̂|  ORE and more people In the 
small European section of 

the South African community 
are devoting much of their lives 
to the study of race in this coun
try. Among these is Dr. Ellen 
Heilman, the first woman to 
have gained her doctorate of 
philosophy at the University of 
the Witwatersrand.

Her opinion given in an Inter
view that this growing aware
ness among Europeans of Native 
conditions is one of the most 
significant movements of the 
time.

Dr. Heilman’s preoccupation 
with Native conditions has lasted 
a long time. She began it as a 
university student, studying 
anthropology under Mrs. A. W. 
Hoernle. and was inspired by the 
warm human sympathy of her 
lecturer in a subject which holds 
a wealth of interest and appeal.

For her M.A. thesis Dr. Heilman 
made a practical survey of urban 
Native conditions. Initially, she 
began her studies in an orthodox 
anthropological manner, with the 
purpose of gauging, academically, 
to what extent Native culture was 
being influenced through contact 
with European culture.

As her work developed, it be
came clear that the main problem, 
or problems, of the Natives were 
developing not through race diffi
culties but through their all- 
pervasive poverty, a characteristic 
that manifests itself regardless of 
race.

She came up against it all the 
time—poverty—not peculiar to the 
Native, but having its parallel 
problems in any poor community.

“ In times of pressure it is 
difficult to remain secure in the 
academic world,” said Dr. Hell- 
man. “ I felt impelled to take part 
in these problems—not to remain 
aloof in my academic detach
ment, but to try to remedy the 
situation.”

Her association with the South 
African Institute of Race Rela
tions, of which she is a member, 
and the Johannesburg Joint 
Council of Europeans and Afri
cans, of which she is now chair
man, dates from then.

The next research job she 
undertook was in the years Just 
before the war, and it was con
cerned with an investigation into 
early schooling conditions 
amongst Bantu children, and the 
occupational opportunities open 
to Native juveniles.

Her findings were depressing. 
Schools were inadequate to the 
number of children requiring 
education. But what was an even

greater deterrent to proper train
ing was the fact that there was 
little inducement among Native 
children to remain at school.

The schools had poor equip
ment, or practically no equipment. 
There was hopeless overcrowding, 
an inadequate proportion of 
teachers and—one of the most 
important factors—the children 
did not begin their schooling 
sufficiently young.

By the time they went to school 
they were already grounded in the

Dr. Ellen Heilman
lawlessness and undisciplined 
ways of children under no 
authority, whose main playground 
is the street.

“ When one combines these fac
tors with the great lack of occu
pational openings, and the fact 
that there is practically no ad
vancement possible for the Native 
in the work he undertakes, one is 
overcome with a sense of deep 
dismay regarding the future,” she 
said. “ The Native has no incen
tive to become a decent citizen.

No rewards are offered. Whether 
a man is aged 16 or 26. he can 
work only in an unskilled job.”

In the last 10 years, stimulated 
no doubt by the war, more and 
more people are becoming aware 
of these conditions.

“ The most marked thing that 
has happened in South Africa is 
that a large section of Europeans 
have become aware of the exis
tence of non-Europeans and are 
questioning traditional policies 
and attitudes. We are at the be
ginning of this change of attitude. 
Sharpened conflicts are to be seen, 
everywhere.

“ In one section of the European 
community is fear and antagon
ism. In the other, good will, and 
a realisation that white and black 
are so interdependent that the 
welfare of both must be fostered 
in the National interest.”

Her findings in connection with 
education and occupational open
ings formed the subject for her 
thesis for her doctorate of phil
osophy, which she gained in 1940.

For the last year, Dr. Heilman’s 
major interest has been editing a 
handbook of race relations in 
South Africa for the South Afri
can Institute of Race Relations. 
More than 30 authors have con
tributed and the book will make 
available a mass of factual 
material on the racial situation.

It is being published by the 
Oxford University Press and may 
be out by the end of the year.

During the war Dr. Heilman 
was in charge of the non- 
European section of the Governor- 
General’s National War Fund in 
Johannesburg. Since the war she 
has been to the United States, 
mainly to attend the emergency 
conference of the World Jewish 
Congress in Atlantic City. She is 
an executive member of the South 
African Jewish Board of Deputies, 
and numerous other Jewish 
organisations in Johannesburg.
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LITERARY CLASSES 
INCREASED

The Union Education Depart
ment, which last year gave a sub
sidy of £1.000 towards the experi
mental literacy classes organised 

adult Natives by Mrs. Maida 
Whyte, education, officer with the 
Institute of Race Relations, has 
inci eased its subsidy this year to. 
£1.500.

Mrs. Whyte’s “ stream-lined ” 
methods of teaching adult Natives 
to read and write English began 
originally with one class of 
washerwomen at the Orlando 
S mmun*^ Centre in September, 
1946. Since then several other 
classes have started in Johannes
burg and achieved results. Literacy 
classes using Mrs. Whyte’s graded 
lessons have also been going for 
some time in Cape Town. Durban 
Port Elizabeth and elsewhere, and 
inquiries from interested organi- 
sat’ons have come in from places 
as far anart as Basutoland and 
the Sudan.

Mrs. Whyte has just completed 
a new programme of lessons in 
the chief vernaculars in the 
Union—Zulu, Xhosa and Northern 
Cotho.
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LITERACY EXPERT 
TO VISIT UNION

Dr. Frank Laubach, one of the 
world's foremost literacy experts, 
who has been touring Africa since 
November last, is due to arrive by 
air in Johannesburg on June 9 
for a lightning tour of the Union 
under the auspices of the Insti 
tute of Race Relations.

*n the company of Mrs. Maida 
Whyte, education officer with the 
institute., who has successfully 
adapted Dr. Laubach’s techniques 
to the needs of illiterate urban 
Natives, and Mr. Basil Holt, field 
officer of the institute, Dr. 
Laubach will visit senior Native 
schools in the Ciskei.

From the Ciskei Dr. Laubach 
wil travel to Bloemfontein, where 
he will be met by educational

Mass Literacy for 
Natives

DURBAN.—The M inister of 
Education, Dr. A. J. Stals, had 
m ade available several thousand 
pounds for the first stages of a 
mass literacy campaign amongl? 
the Natives, said Senator E. H .1 
Brookes, president of the Insti- ru‘ 
tu te  of Race Relations, a t a con
ference of A frican teachers here 
yesterday.

The Institu te, he said, was 
nearly  ready to launch the cam
paign, and it would probably be 
started  in N atal by the end of 
the year.

M embers of the institute, 
experim enting w ith w asher
women, m inew orkers and other 
Africans on the Reef, had found 
it possible to teach them  to read - 
a!?cL wlate ' n th ree weeks. Most 1 
of the chart m aterial necessary 
for the work was ready.

Asked by a delegate w hether 
mass education might npt mean 
that the Natives would ask for 
more rights, and w hether this 
might cause trouble with the 
Europeans, Senator Brookes said 
said it was inevitable they would 
ask for more.

The question was w hether they 
would ask for those rights in telli
gently, or under the leadership 
of demagogues who would lead 
innocent people to bloodshed.— 
(Sapa.)

it

officials from Basutoland, and pay 
a short visit to the Protectorate. 
He will return for conference with 
Union Education Department 
heads in Pretoria, and, while on 
the Rand, will visit institute 
literacy classes at Orlando, the 
Jan ^ofmeyr School of Social 
Work, assist in the drafting of a 
literacy course in Tswana, and 
address at least one public meet
ing.

Dr. Laubach will spend a few 
days examining the educational 
field in Natal before flying back 
to America on July 1. Best known 
for his pioneer literacy work in 
the Philippines, Dr. Laubach has 
aided in the preparation of literacy 
charts in more than 90 languages.
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Menace Of 
Ignorance
Campaign For 

Literacy
F OR only the second time 

in the 19 years of its 
establishment the South African 
Institute of Race Relations is 
holding a street collection. It 
will take place on May 27.

The current campaign to 
lighten the menace of illiteracy 
facing the Native population has 
given more prominence to the 
institute than any of its other 
activities have, though many of 
these are of comparable impor
tance.

The fight against illiteracy is 
being made with a weapon 
forged especially for the occa
sion. That weapon is a simpli
fied method of instruction based 
on Dr. P. taubach’s methods but 
adapted to the special needs of 
the South African Native.

Of our non-European population 
of 9,000,000, more than 
7,000,000 cannot read or write. 
Among the breaks on progress 
that this ignorance brings are 
inefficiency and labour wastage 
and low productivity; misunder
standing and suspicion in re
lationships between European and 
Native; retarded economic deve
lopment and lowered physical 
and moral standards; lack of 
hygiene and consequent high mor
tality rates; anti-social behaviour 
which develops into juvenile de
linquency and crime. These things 
mount up to a frightening total 
of race antagonisms.

URGE FOR KNOWLEDGE
The institute’s methods of com

bating illiteracy have been seized 
upon ardently by the Natives. 
In garages, compounds and coal
yards Native labourers and 
washerwomen and housegirls— 
their faces furrowed with the 
efforts of the new learning—are 
crowding into the classes when 
their day’s work is over. Large 
funds are needed to carry on this 
work, which is of paramount im
portance to South Africa.

The institute has many other 
activities. Its social welfare pro
gramme has embraced investiga
tions into the social and econ
omic conditions of life among the 
non-European communities and 
into their social welfare needs; 
the presentation of those needs 
to Government and other author
ities; and the encouragement and 
assistance to social agencies to 
extend their activities to cover 
non-Europeans.

The institute has also pioneered 
research into conditions and has 
accumulated an important volume 
of factual material.

The collection on May 27, will 
be for general institute funds. 
Collectors are urgently needed 
and anybody who will help should 
make contact with the financial 
organiser, Miss Ruth M. Neale, 
telephone 44-4368.
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Bridging Gap Between 
White and Black in 

South Africa
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O liv e r  W a lk e r

Editor of Publication's, S.A. 
Institute of Race Relations
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Aims of the Institute of 
Race Relations

THE NEAR FUTURE one of the largest,, and certainly 
one of the most significant books to be written about 

South Africa will make its appearance. It is called 
“ Handbook on Race Relations ” and it is a 400,000-word 
volume which has taken 30 and more experts, prompted by 
the Institute of Race R ela
tions, many m onths of re
search and inquiry to produce.

The “ Handbook” will, both by* 
its size and its authoritativeness, 
represent a real landmark in the 
history of the growth of the 
institute. .

In America, where the Negro is |°u" 
only a minority problem, there are me 
half-a-dozen big, well-financed ô 
organisations, not to mention great . . 
trusts like the Carnegie, as well as f16 
universities, and municipal race he 
relations’ committees and the like, all 
all pressing home by pamphlet, <.0 
preaching and precept the need for 
more democratic treatment of non- ls 
white American citizens. :ch

Here in South Africa where the lre 
ratio of non - white to white is i 
more than four to one and the i 1 
hour-by-hour questions of race re- pe 
lations correspondingly mere com- us 
plicated there is only one body — 
the Institute of Race Relations.
—which is wholly concentrated on 
examining all the social, economic 
and political implications of our 
being a multi-racial society.

Continuous Battle
TF race and reason only went 

together there would be sma l 
need for such a body as the insti
tute. Unfortunately all the evi
dence goes to show that they rarely 
combine spontaneously, and it has 
been a continuous battle during 
the institute’s 19 years of life 
to make essential bridges, or in
spire other organisations to make 
such bridges, across the gap divid
ing white from black.

In these years the institute has 
made friends in unexpected places 
by its impartiality of approach, 
and its steady rise in membership 
to beyond the 3,000 mark shows 
that the circle of ?outh Africans 
not blinded by traditional colour- 
prejudices is constantly spreading.

It is fitting to take stock of the 
institute's work and see what has 
been accomplished since 1929.

Recently the institute has been 
much in the news for its ''stream
lined” literacy classes for adult 
Natives. Here the institute is 
putting its finger on the alarming 
fact that more than 70 per cent, 
or 7,000,000 and more of our total 
population of 11,250,000 cannot 
read or write. In a country 
harnessed to progress this is a 
very heavy brake on industry and 
commerce as well as to ordinary 
social relations.

Human Assets
X T  OC ATIONAL and technical 
’ training opportunities for 

non-Europeans have been conti
nuously pressed-for by the insti
tute. Every thinking South African 
realises that you cannot indefi
nitely reserve the skills to one 
small section of the • community. 
The sum of the nation’s output 
is the sum of its individual 
workers' output. In a competitive 
world we cannot go on producing 
on the old basis of low wages, 
transient labour, neglected home 
markets and subsidised exports.

Every economist who visits 
South Africa tells us that our 
greatest asset is the Native. We 
have squandered this human 
asset for too long. The Insti
tute has, in its investigations 
ranging from farm labour to 
non-European broadcasting ser
vices, put forward many work
able proposals whereby the 
Inestimable asset of our work
ing population can be lifted 
economically, culturally and 
spiritually.

Such proposals as have been 
acted on—like the extension of 
medical training to non-Euro
peans at the Witwatersrand 
University—have won almost 
unanimous approval. Such 
training seems logical enough. 
But then so do many other 
ideas for the training and up
lift of non-Europeans, but they 
are never carried through 
because there are no bodies, 
other than the institute, to 
hammer home their need con
tinually and with every kind of 
persuasion and proof in the 
right quarters.

Seldom Spontaneous
PREFORMS to promote better

1 race relations seldom come 
rpontaneouslv. The motives which 
prompt authorities, whether State, 
provincial or municipal, to expend 
money in this direction are usually 
those of self-interest or self-pre
servation. The institute has bu'lt 
up its name on a verv pm-'l 
budget, and now* its main source 
of strength are the ordinary mem
bers. of whom there are about 
3.000 between the Cape and the 
Congo. Its objective is 10000 
members. But when that has 
1 een achieved there remains ahead 
a long vista of milestones to be 
passed before there can be any 
se^se of real fulfillment.

The institute is pioneering in 
the fie’d of human relations as 
surelv as the Voortrekkers and the 
old explorers pioneered geographi
cally in Africa. The social pat
terns which have to be charted 
are much more tendentious than 
anything that ever troubled those 
old-timers bre^ in the master- 
servant code. But no one who is 
living in the 20th century can 
doubt the need for creating these 
new patterns if we are ever to 
achieve any harmony of national 
outlook.

In its small way the institute 
executive committee is a good 
model of how South Africa’s mixed 
society could be made to work 
amicably for the common weal. 
It has a predikant as its chair
man, but it is not identified with 
the Dutch Reformed Church; it 
has a Native member of the Repre
sentative Council on it; but its 
policy is in no sense a carbon-copy 
of the Council. Around its confer
ence tables and in its study circles 
business men, economists, lec
turers. sociologists and citizens 
from the ordinary walks of life 
meet and find common levels of 
agreement.

The institute is living proof 
that men of different colours can 
work together for the greater 
general good. When that example 
is carried through into every 
sphere of national activity, then, 
surely, we shall be living up to 
our motto and be a united nation 
proceeding in strength because of 
our unity of purpose and interests.

> T T i _____ __
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Sir Herbert Stanley, Ex-Governor 
of Southern Rhodesia.

SIR ERNEST  
OPPENHEIMER

writes:

Chairm an, Anglo-American Corporation 
of South Africa, Ltd.

“ Industria l relations — difficult 
enough in all countries — are 
complicated in  South Africa 
by race relations, and  by the  
social and o ther effects upon 
Natives of th e ir  en try  in in
creasing num bers in to  industry. 
The In s titu te  of Race Rela 1 
tions is therefore rendering a 
public service when i t  con
cerns itse lf w ith the  racia l 
aspects of industria l relations, 
and industria lis ts  should help 
the  In s titu te  to extend its 
studies in these d irections.”

For Racial Harmony give Generously to the

INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS
Please send Donations to:

The Regional Hon. Treasurer, P.O. Box 1998, Cape Town
_ _  (This space has been kindly donated by
SAM NEWMAN LTD., 30 BURG STREET, CAPE TOWN)

TW O LEADING CITIZEN S TELL W H Y THEY  
SUPPORT THE INSTITUTE OF RACE RELATIONS 

FUND DRIVE

SIR HERBERT  
STA N LEY

w rites:
“The relations between Euro
pean and non-European are ol 
v ital significance for the  peace 
and  prosperity of th e  whole 
of Southern Africa. T h a t peace 
and prosperity  c a n n o t  be 
ensured unless the  relations 
between th e  several races are 
adjusted  by a policy of fa ir  
play, founded upon understand
ing and sym pathy, and  consis
ten t with m utual self-respect 
We Europeans in the Union, as 
th e  oldest and  largest white 
settlem ent in  Southern Africa, 
are faced w ith  the  duty, and 
afforded th e  opportunity, of 
tak ing  a lead in the  fram ing 
and pursuance of such a  policy, 
and for th a t  purpose we sha'll 
need to apply to our ta sk  the 
sp irit and practice of unbiased 
inquiry, which are th e  object 
and justification of th e  work of 
the  In s titu te  of Race Relations."
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A Leader of Women’s Organisations tells 

‘W HY I SUPPORT THE INSTITUTE OF RACE 

RELATIONS FUND DRIVE”

President, National Council of Women 
of S.A. (1944-48).

MRS. N. B. SPILHAUS writes: 
“ Women, because of their 
children and grandchildren, 
have a deep-seated desire for 

i good racial relations and peace 
in South Africa. They realise 
that, to ensure these, they must 
learn the truth about the 
different peoples of the Union 
and make this widely known 
among the members of the 
various racial groups. The 
Institute of Race Relations 
is always at work carefully 
accumulating and publishing 
facts, the knowledge of which 
will do much to remove 
prejudice and misunderstand
ing on the part of Europeans, 
and will arrest the growth'of 
discontent and dissatisfaction 
among the non-Europeans.”

GIVE GENEROUSLY TO THE S.A. INSTITUTE OF 

RACE RELATIONS AND THEREBY MAKE YOUR 

CONTRIBUTION TO RACIAL HARMONY

Send your donation to:

The S.A. Institute of Race Relations,
P.0. Box 1998, Cape Town

Th.s space has been kindly donated by Ackermans Ltd., Corner House, 
rlein Street, Cape Town.
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BUREAU ASSURES LEGAL 
AID FOR ALL

“Poor Man’s Lawyer” Helped 
2,000 Last Year

TH E  Legal A id  Bureau, the “ poor man’s lawyer”  of Cape 
Town, dealt with 1,352 civil matters in 1947 and 677  

criminal defences were provided. The bureau's grant from the 
Department of Social W elfare this year is £ 1 ,5 5 0 .

The work of the bureau was 
described by the Legal Aid Officer,
Miss B. Starke, to a representative 
of The Argus.

The bureau was formed in 1941 
by the Institute of Race R ela ting .
At first it confined its activities 
to criminal cases, but it was soon 
found tha t there was an even 
greater need for its services in 
civil matters.

Wherever possible the bureau 
tries to prevent litigation and 
aims at an amicable settlement 
of any dispute.

SUPREME COURT CASES
Where the case is one for the 

Supreme Court the bureau sends 
the litigant to the registrar, where 
the pauper provisions are brought 
into operation. These provide that 
the case is sent to a barrister, who 
is asked to certify whether the 
intending litigant has a case. If 
he has he then petitions to sue in 
forma pauperis, and an attorney 
and counsel are appointed by the 
couA to act for him.

In  the Magistrate’s Court the 
pro deo provisions, similar to 
those of the Supreme Court, are 
invoked, t

Criminal defences are on a 
different basis. At Caledon- 
square and the Wynberg Magis
trate's Court there are criminal 
investigators who make a  daily 
tour of the cells to  find out who 
needs legal aid and cannot 
afford it.
If the investigator can advise 

the accused person he will do so, 
but where he feels tha t he cannot 
assist - him, such as in cross- 
examination and the development 
of the defence, an attorney is then 
asked to act.

INJUSTICE AVERTED
“The attorneys are always ex

tremely co-operative,” said Miss 
Starke, “and in many cases their 
help has enabled justice to be 
furthered and in some cases in
justice to be avoided.

“Many aacused persons, par
ticularly Natives and Coloureds, 
are overawed by the proceedings 
in court and give replies to the 
prosecutors’ questions which lead 
to their being found guilty even 
though they are innocent. Some
times innocent men have been 
known to plead guilty, simply 
through not understanding what 
was meant.”
MiSs Starke explained that the 

Legal Aid Bureau, like all welfare 
bodies, had to register last year 
under the Welfare Organisations 
Act. But its control of the bureau 
still remained in the hands of the 
Law Society and was guided by 
a committee comprising the chair
man of the Social Services organi
sation, members of the Side-Bar, 
the Native Commissioner, the 
Chief Magistrate and the public 
prosecutor.

Miss Starke, a qualified attorney, 
has an assistant and the two in
vestigators, a t Cape Town and 
Wynberg.



“ I want to 
show my ap-
pr e c i a t i o n
for the good 
w o r k ,  for 
t h e  f i n e  
work which is being done 
by the S. A. Institute of 
Race Relations . . . • it is 
work which is of the high
est value for the country 
Field-Marshal J. C. Smuts

“ The Institue has through 
the years built up for 
itself a position in which it 
fulfils an indispensable 

function in 
our national 
life” ............

Jan  H- 
Hofmeyr
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ILLITER AC Y’ S C HALL E N G E
TO SOUTH AFRICA
O f South A fr ica ’s 9 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  Non*
E uropean  population , m ore than  
7 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  cannot read or w rite

Ignorance m eans:

i . Inefficiency, labour wastage, low 
productivity, high maintenance costs, 
poor quality of production

2. Suspicion, misunderstanding, 
a brake on progress

3. Poverty, retarded economic 
development, lowered physical and 
moral standards

4. Disease, lack of hygiene, ill-feeding, 
risk of spreading infection, high 
mortality rates

5. Crime, juvenile delinquency, 
anti-social behaviour

6. Race antagonisms, susceptibility to 
anti-white propaganda, non-co-opera
tion, sense of frustration and grievance



THE S.A. INSTITUTE OF RACE 
RELATIONS is helping to fight the

menace of illiteracy

African washerwomen who regularly attend a Literacy class run by the Institute in Orlando 
township. In garages, compounds and coalyards, Africans are eagerly in search of the 
knowledge which will make them better, more contented citizens.

ILLITERACY is only one of the many problems of South 
Africa’s mixed society which the Institute is helping to solve.

Labour wastage, crime, disease, poverty, race antagonisms, 
education and social welfare have each been investigated 
and made the subject of pamphlets and memoranda to 
Government commissions.

But to carry out this work requires large funds. The Institute 
depends on public support. You can help to make South 
Africa a happier country with a settled, harmonious future 
by supporting the Institute.

The need to build up goodwill and mutual understanding is 
imperative - the time is N O W.
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EFFECT ON RACE HARMONY  
OF ABOLITION OF PLAN  

TO TRAIN NATIVES

i

i
t
t

t

?
t
a

y
0

e
a
n

It
11
il

e
f
i
l.
l

3

t
l

I
f
)

1
I

?
i
s

0

INSTITUTE DIRECTOR FEARS 
INCREASED FEELING OF 

FRUSTRATION
Di s a p p o i n t m e n t  a t  t h e  d e c i s i o n  of the M inister of 

Labour to abolish the schem e for training Native building 
artisans, for em ployment in Native areas, was expressed to
day by Mr. Quentin Whyte, Director of the South African In 
stitute of Race -Relations, in an interview  with a representa
tive of The Star.

Mr. W hyte said that the effect of the announcem ent 
would be harm ful to race relations and would create in  the  
Natives a feeling of even greater frustration and resentm ent.

“ It was with a feeling of con
sternation and considerable aston
ishment,” he said, “ that I read 
that the Minister of Labour had 
decided to stop the training of 
Natives as artisans.

“ This is a great blow, not only 
to the Native people but also to 
the welfare of the country and to 
the future of race relations. So 
far the training given to Natives 
has been on a very small scale and 
has been restricted to Native 
areas. The Institute of Race Rela
tions has looked forward to a time 
when more and more Native arti
sans and semi-skilled workers 
would be trained, particularly for 
Native housing.

"The institute had envisaged 
the possibility of a large-scale 
scheme whereby Natives would be 
trained for many types of skilled 
and semi-skilled work and be em
ployed in the Native territories 
in connection with rehabilitative 
work there, as well as in the urban 
areas for housing and the pro
vision of other amenities so badly 
needed.

ASSET NEGLECTED
“The Van Eck report said that 

the Union was doomed to a losing 
competitive struggle, not only with 
highly developed European coun
tries, but also with eastern coun
tries, if it did not train its present 
unskilled labour force.

“ The Social and Economic 
Planning Council in Report No. 
9, advocated the creation of a 
Native Civilian Conservation 
Corps, on the lines of the Ameri
can Civilian Conservation Corps.

“ The effect of the announce
ment cannot but be harmful to 
race relations, and it must create 
in the Native a feeling of even 

(Continued on Page Three.I

TRADE UNION 
O F F I C I A L S ’ 

REACTION
POLICY ON NATIVES 

AND COMMUNISM 
WELCOMED

From Our Correspondent
DURBAN, Monday.—Mr. Schoe- 

man’s declaration of the Nation
alist Government’s labour policy is 
viewed with mixed feelings by 
Durban’s leading trade unionists. 
On the one hand, they are united 
that any attempt to interfere with 
the democratic rights of the trade 
union movement, as provided in 
existing industrial legislation, will 
be "most bitterly opposed.” On 
the other, they welcome Mr. Schoe- 
man's decision to close down the 
scheme for training Native build
ing artisans, and they approve 
strongly of his opposition to Com
munism in the trade union move
ment.

Mr. J. Bolton, chairman, South 
African Trades and Labour Coun
cil, said: “What does the Minister 
mean when he says ‘There must 
be no race intermingling in trade 
unions’? Most trade unions to-day 
have non-Esuropeans in their 
ranks. There is, however, no race 
intermingling of Natives and Euro
peans. Some of the extreme Left 
and Communist-controlled unions 
have tried to embrace Natives in 
their membership, but the majo
rity of trade unions will not coun
tenance this.

“ ISM S” NOT WANTED
“ Another point which worrlei

tn th l Thre pro,posed amendmen 
a J  f  Unemployment Insurant 
Act to ensure that ‘ the riahi 
benefits go to the right workers 

i.e., not to Indians and Natives 
It may be all very well 7r 
exclude Natives, but I do not
rnrmm°W be extehded to
are anSin°t-r0 Co oured People, who
trill Ufe o frfmPart ° f the indus- crial life of this country. These
people can be assured of the
“ *est protection of the trade-

!m  at?rVe? ent should there be 
f S  ®ttemPt to Interfere with 
their democratic rights. n

“ The Government’s decision 
not to recognise Native trade 
unions 1S unlikely to cause much 
excitement, as they have never
Dina" r| Cf0g?uiSed- Nor is drop. p n  S of the proposed Native 
Industrial Conciliation Bill likely 
to disappoint many people as
u!ionthe Natives and the tr’ade- unlon movement opposed it.
m en^thnw h01?6 -the ann°unce- ment that the training of Native
C o S  ls t° be suspended. The 
c .u .i .r .  scheme for Natives 
was doomed to failure. They only
and fhP t h6.Se Native workers and the trainees were not
as^auahfipdth® bdildin£  artisans as qualified workers. What it
amounted to was that they were
f pe”dln» the country’s money on
not exfstP”° Ple f° r J°bs which did
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GREAT SHOCK, SAYS 
SEN. BROOKES

From Our Correspondent
MARITZBURG. Monday. — “ A 

great shock ” is how Senator Edgar 
H. Brookes, Native Representa
tive, described the statement 
by Mr. Ben Schoeman, Minister of 
Labour, on the suspension of 
training Natives as artisans.

In any case, he said, any repre
sentative' of the Natives must 
oppose their exclusion from 
artisan training, but the situation 
became acutely unjust if it were 
proposed to exclude them from 
special artisan training to work 
among their own people. “ This is 
surely the antithesis of the prin
ciples of apartheid which the 
Government states to be the foun
dation of its policy."

“ General Hertzog repeatedly 
stated that his policy was designed 
to enable the Natives to do all 
kinds of work in their own areas.
I can only hope that the Ministers 
statement does not mean that the 
training scheme at King Williain s 
Town is to be interfered with. If 
it does mean that, it is one of 
the most flagrantly unjust de
cisions that could have been 
taken, as well as most inexpedient. 
We rely on the scheme to train 
Native builders to help us with 
our urgently needed Native hous
ing schemes, including schemes 
for villages in the reserves, about 
which all sections of opinion ought 
to be in agreement ”
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“TRAGIC WASTEFULNESS 
OF NATIVE LABOUR  

SYSTEM

PROF. RICHARDS ON EFFECTS 
OF HIGH TURNOVER AND 

LOW EFFICIENCY
HOW THE CEASELESS m ulti-directional flow of Native 

labour has resulted in the present complex structure of 
the urban Native population and the “tragic w astefulness” of 
Native labour is discussed in a report on the investigation  
into Native urban em ploym ent carried out by the industrial 
research section of the Departm ent of Commerce, W itwaters- 
rand University.

In  a foreward to the report, covering a four-year study 
of Johannesburg em ploym ent records for the period 1936 to 
1944, Professor C. S. Richards, Dean -of the Faculty of Com
m erce and director of the Industrial Research Section, com 
m ents on the enormous am ount of effort dissipated in the 
m ovem ent of N atives from one form  of em ploym ent to 
another.

INCENTIVE LACKING
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“The comings and goings of 
Native workers affect almost every 
part of the Union," writes Pro
fessor Richards, “and within the 
town there is a constant job-to-job 
flux. Tasks are learned, forgotten, 
changed or re-learned in an un
ending sequence. Employes derive 
little satisfaction from their low- 
paid work, and employers alter
nately congratulate themselves on 
the ease with which one Native 
can be-substituted for another and 
lament the unreliability and low 
productivity of Native labour.”

The report points out that be
tween 1936 and 1944 the entile 
Native labour force in registered 
employment in Johannesburg re
placed itself numerically in an 
average period of 20 months. Be
tween 1938 and 1943, the mean 
rate of turnover among the regis
tered employes of 251 large 
Johannesburg firms was 117 per 
cent, a year, which is equivalent 
to a complete numerical replace
ment of Native workers every ten
months. , , . „

“What appears to be lacking, 
says the report, “is an incentive 
strong enough to induce greater 
stability or permanence, first of 
all in the town and then in one 
particular form of employment, 
and finally in one particular job.

In 1940. it was computed that 
the poverty datum line for a 
Native family of five, living in the 
Orlando, western or eastern town
ships of Johannesburg, was 39s. 7d. 
a week, yet between 1941 and

1944. when living costs were rising 
rapidly, only 2.4 per cent, of regis
tered Native employes received a 
gross cash-equivalent wage of more 
than 39s. a week.

The inevitable conclusion 
reached was that the overwhelm
ing majority of Natives in regis
tered employment in Johannes
burg during the survey period 
(1936-1944) were earning wages in
sufficient to sustain urban family 
life, even on the very low scale j 
at which the poverty datum line 
was calculated.

The report goes on to say that 
if higher wages are to be paid 
as an incentive to greater stabi
lity and continuity of service, a 
higher productivity will be de
manded. “ Continuity of service, 
however, can result in higher 
productivity only if it is accom
panied by increase in skill and 
efficiency. This can never be, 
so long as Native workers are 
confined to unskilled labour.”



VICIOUS CIRCLE
Many forces operate against the 

emergence of the majority of 
Native workers from the ranks of 
manual labourers. Unfamiliarity 
with the technology of Western 
economy, inadequate education, 
rigidity of wages and the legal and 
customary colour bar in industry 
are among the most important. 
The r e p o r t  s u g g e s t s  that 
familiarity with Western tech
niques and standards of education 
are rising rapidly, whereas wage 
rigidity and the colour bar are 
likely to remain obstacles to 
Native economic advance. “ This 
will continue,” says the report, 
‘‘until the European, as a worker, 
begins to deem it wiser to devote 
his energies to improving his own 
efficiency rather than continue to 
restrict the field in which Native 
workers can compete.”

A vicious circle has developed 
in the Native labour situation. 
Poverty in the reserves and the 
need for money are the principal 
townward pressures. Urban wages 
are not high enough, however, 
and more important, urban em
ployment opportunities are not 
'bright enough to encourage per
manent urban settlement for more 
than a very small minority of 
Native workers.

The result is that four-fifths of 
the Natives in Johannesburg em
ployment at any one time are 
casual labourers likely to leave 
their jobs and the area at short 
notice. In consequence, the 
Native’s high rate of movement, 
and his resultant instability as a 
worker is both a cause and an 
effect of the restriction on his 
employment.

MIGRANT LABOUR WASTEFUL
There can be little doubt, says 

the report, that a labour turn
over of the order of magnitude 
which characterises most Johan
nesburg firms imposes a large, if 
unseen, financial burden on pro
duction. It is probable, indeed, 
that the employment of Natives 
on jobs requiring higher skill and 
longer periods of training and at 
higher wages would not be gener
ally profitable with the levels of 
labour stability recorded during 
the period 1936 to 1944.

By being conducive to the em
ployment of Natives chiefly in the 
lowest skill categories, the migrant 
system of labour is wasteful and 
in addition prevents the Native 
from playing his proper role as 
an agriculturist in his rural home. 
This system is not likely to be 
displaced merely by an attempt 
to stem the urban influx.

The townward movement is 
symptomatic of the economic dif
ferences between the urban and 
rural. These differences could be 
tackled by investing large sums of 
money in the reserves to diversify 
employment and reduce the need 
for continuous export of labour. 
At the same time wider employ
ment opportunities should be 
opened up in the towns to make 
possible the growth of a more 
stable and larger permanent urban 
Native population not dependent 
upon an extensive system of sub- 
economic services.

Professor Richards stresses in 
the foreword that the conclusions 
arrived at in the report are not 
opinions expressed by those re
sponsible for compiling the re
port, but are obvious deductions 

j based on the facts revealed by 
the study.

The 1,000-page report is 
generously supplemented with 
charts and diagrams and will 
shortly be on sale for between 
£2 2s. and £2 10s. It is princi
pally the work of Mr. R. H. 
Smith, who was appointed first 
reader in 1943.
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PROVOCATIVE VIEW  
OF TH E N A TIV E  

PROBLEM  _

OL IV E R  W A L K E R , author of “ Kaffirs are L ively,”  has 
already been denounced for his extreme views on the 

Native problem. ( “ Poisonous attack on South A frica,” the 
“ Burger”  called it.) And, indeed, the book contains propaganda 
which goes far beyond the gentle persuasion put out by the 
Institute of Race Relations —  which employs Mr. Walker as 
publications editor.

“Kaffirs are Lively” will 
probably offend most white 
South Africans who read it.
They will resent the "utterly 
unsympathetic summing-up of 
General Smuts’s record in Native 
administration. Officials and 
others who have spent lifetimes 
of honest effort on behalf of the 
Natives will find their work 
derided.

The /real interest in the book 
is to be found in Mr. Walker’s 
vigorous writing and in some of 
his characters and anecdotes.
Such passages come as a relief 
after pages of savage criticism.

He gathered his material in 
1944-45 on a tour of Native areas 
which he undertook while serving 
in the Bureau of Information. The 
tour covered 25,000 miles and 
lasted 21 months. Mr. Walker 
handed in a long report at the 
end of it, but the Department of 
Native Affairs did not publish it.

“ New Blood”

Oliver Walker

THE reader who skips the 
historical prologue and the 

“Crucified on a Cross of Gold” 
chapter will discover some vivid 
writing on Zululand. Mr. Walker 
tells the story of an agricultural 
official who lectured the Zulus or 
cattle-breeding.
• “ ‘Use an Afrikander bull, 
advised the official. ‘That’s the 
best new blood you can introduce.’

“ ‘Yes,’ remarked the Zulu I 
spokesman. ‘In the old days the ; 
Zulus used to get new blood from j. 
other parts quite often.’

“ ‘i  know,’ said the official, ‘that 
was through "eating up” other 
tribes and taking their cattle.’ 

‘“ This was only done,’ replied 
the Zulu solemnly, ‘in order to 
obtain new blood.’ ”

Zululand reminded the author 
of “an ant’s nest that had been 
overturned and in which the ants 
still swarmed aimlessly, knowing 
that their world was broken, but 
not knowing what they could do, 
or where else they could turn, in 
order to capture a real meaning 

| to life again.”

Ndtive Doctor

IN the Ciskei the author met Dr.
Bokwe, son Of an educated 

Native missionary, who by years 
of stinting and concentration was 
able to travel to Edinburgh and 
take his medical degree. ,

“He is one o f . a dozen Natives 
who have managed to do -this out 
of South Africa’s 7,750,000,” writes 
Mr. Walker. “But, unlike most of 
the others, Bokwe did not seek a 
practice in the cities. He returned 
to the location he had known as 
a child. Now he runs a maternity 
hospital there, and a clinic. And 
after years of unhonoured work 
he was at last made an additional 
district surgeon. He is the only 

! African with such a title. It 
'brings him in another £150 to 
i £200 a year. This small, dark- 
eyed man with the patient smile 
and the soft, modest voice is one 
of the men I always think of 
when people (South Africans, 
that is) tell me that ‘Jim Pish’ 
does not require education 
because, anyway, he cannot 
absorb it. Very few white South 
Africans would have overcome 
the hundred and one obstacles 
which lay between this child and 
his ambition. We ourselves insist 
on being judged by the best 
among us. Let the Bantu be 
judged by such men as Bokwe, 
and others before and after him, 
and they will not be found want
ing in any of those virtues of 
courage, tenacity, intelligence and 
humanity, by which we set so 
much stole.”

Sister Dora

ANOTHER character Mr. Walker 
met was Sister Dora, 'of Port 

Elizabeth—“A fine, plain, homely 
lump of Africa, all bustle and 
starched bosom.” Sister Dora was 
among the first Native women to 
train as professional nurses. “To 
break away from the tribal pat
tern is a rare and terrifying step 
for a kraal-born girl,” he writes. 
“I can well believe Sister Dora 
when she told .me that the super
stition-ridden country Natives 
started to have curiosity and faith 
in white medicine only when they 
f o u n d  their own womenfolk 
attending to them in the clinics 
and hospital wards.”

An official told Mr. Walker a 
story about a Free State farmer 
who dreamt that he had gone to 
heaven. At breakfast-time he 
entertained his family with his 
memory of the beautiful heavenly 
mansions.

During a lull a Native servant 
broke in hopefully, saying: “Please,

B R A I N - T E A S E R S
Answers to  City Populations (given to 

the neares t th ousand ): Johannesburg 
(592.000), W ashington 1663.OOOi. Copen
hagen (843.0001. Nanking 1 1.000.000). 
Sydney (1,251.0001. Buenos .Aires 
(2 364,000),' M O SCO W  (4,137,000), New 
York (7,454,000).



A  Native School

>aas, did you see me up in heaven 
n that lovely house?”

“Nee, jou skepsel!” roared Oupa. 
‘Do you think I went into the
citchen?” . , ..

Mr. W a l k e r  enjoyed the 
Dushveld scenery, the thorn- 
bush’ and "lion-tawny, veld”; and 
he visited the primitive kraals oi 
Vendaland, a land of secrets with 
its sacred lake of crocodiles.

“The Bavenda w o m e n  are 
reckoned by commissioners to be 
the hardest-worked of all the hard
working tribal Bantu women,” he 
writes. “I never saw such subser
vience among any other tribes as 
that shown hy the wives of their 
chiefs Old Mpaphuri, a bloated 
old man with blood-shot, uneasy 
eyes, posed for a picture with a 
dozen of his wives—all young 
women—who in his presence 
moved on their hands and knees 
and kept their faces averted. The 
biggest chief of the district was 
reputed to have 365 wives. Him 
we did not visit, because he was 
not expected to be sober after 10 
in the morning, and he had a 
reputation for insulting officials 
and guests when in his cups.”

VENDALAND has ben mainly 
pioneered by the Berlin Mis

sion Society with the Swiss 
Mission close behind. A missionary 
told Mr. Walker that about 600 
families were settled in complete 
security on the mission reserve.

Lemana, the largest Native 
school in the Transvaal, impressed 
Mr. Walker more favourably than 
LoVedale. The students appeared 
more cheerful, and the literature 
in the library included Socialist 
magazines and “rabid Nationalist 
papers printed in Afrikaans.” Mr. 
Walker sums up: “Lemana must 
be a mentally-stimulating experi
ence for its students who carry 
through with the courses. Prom 
its gay infants’ classrooms and 
their desks and chairs in bright 
primary colours to the fine 
museum of Native handicrafts, I 
felt that education here was some
thing more than the conning of 
books and writing of examina
tions.”

Heat and Loneliness

THE long trek at Government 
expense took Mr. Walker to 

the edge of the Kalahari. “Near
desert type of country has a 
curious fascination,” he says. “It 
is a combination of heat and lone
liness and the “does-it-matter?” 
outlook which living so far from 
town society breeds. . . . The Kala
hari recurs as a name often in 
local dialogue. Undoubtedly it 
symbolises something for folk in 
the Kuruman region. They seemed 
to regard it as sailors look upon 
the sea—as a vast wasteland where 
a man can turn his back com
pletely on the things of civilisa
tion.”

Mr. Walker listened to the 
Bunga debates in Umtata and was 
impressed by the tone and con
duct of the meeting. “We are like 
men talking down a toy tele
phone,” was how one councillor 
described the position. “Like 
children, we have taken pleasure 
in the echo of our own voices.”

Crime Among Natives

PROBABLY the most valuable 
chapter in the book discusses ' 

crime among Natives and convic
tions under the Pass Laws. The 
author quotes a Zulu song heard 
in many locations:

There comes the big van,
All over the country,
All over the country.
They call it the pick-up van. 
There is the pick-up,
There is the big van. * 
Where’s your pass?
Where’s your tax?

“Much baton - charging, skull
cracking, lashes, mob-violence and 
race-rioting, and many a hang
man’s rope, lie between South 
Africa and the day when an 
African will dare approach a 
policeman to ask him the way to 
a strange street, or if he has the 
right time.” concludes Mr. Walker.

“Kaffirs Are Lively,” by Oliver 
W alker iG ollancz).
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Ten-Year 
Native Plan 
Suggested

Remedy to Urban 
Problem

JOHANNESBURG.—Points for 
a national 10-year S tate  plan in 
close collaboration w ith  local 
and other interested authorities 
to rem edy the u rban  Native 
problem w ere suggested by Mr. 
L. I. Venables, m anager of the 
Johannesburg M unicipal Non- 
European Affairs D epartm ent, in 
an address to the w inter school 
of the South A frican In stitu te  of 
Race Relations on Saturday.

His suggested 10 points w ere:
(1) The S tate  should establish 

and adm inister labour farms, 
organised to produce sufficient 
food to provide an  adequate 
minimum diet for all sections.

(2) The S ta te  should appoint 
committee to survey the

supplies of skilled labour and 
building m aterials actually  and 
potentially  available w ith a 
definition of the quota to be 
supplied to all categories such 
as reservoirs, railw ays, dwell
ings, factories, public buildings 
and so forth.

WAGE RATES
(3) O pportunities should be 

created for em ployment in indus
try  in both ru ra l and urban 
areas. F or ru ra l Natives, the 
Government had already made 
a sta rt a t Zwelitsha, nea r King 
William’s Town. A fter a full 
inquiry, m inim um  wage rates 
for unskilled, semi-skilled and 
possibly skilled labour should 
be defined. Such a wage deter
m ination should be based on a 
system of task  work, where 
wages would be related  on a 
graduated scale to -output of 
work w ith a prescribed ratio  
between Europeans and Natives 
to be employed in  specified 
categories.

(4) There should be estab 
lished im m ediately in  both rural 
and u rban  areas a chain of 
labour and inform ation offices 
equipped to undertake aptitude 
tests and classification of labour 
and to guide labour to centres 
where em ployment was avail
able.

(5) The reg istration  for 
employment should be applied 
im m ediately to all racial groups, 
including Natives.

(6) A labour and dispersal 
depot should be established in 
the vicinity of the Reef.

(7) Local authorities, w ith the 
assistance and collaboration of 
the Governm ent, should assume 
control of labour exchanges 
w ithin the ir areas, as well as the 
registration  of contracts of 
service.
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“ SELF-GOVERNMENT ”
(8) Local authorities in large 

industria l centres, in collabora
tion w ith the Cham ber of 
Industries and under subsidy 
from  the State, should establish 
a branch of the local labour 
exchanges designed to recru it 
and train  approved urban 
Natives for various form s of 
unskilled, semi*- skilled and 
skilled employment.

(9) Means should be defined 
whereby Natives ■ m ight be 
en trusted  w ith specified responsi
bilities on a progressive scale in 
relation to self-government in 
areas exclusively occupied by 
Natives.

(10) -The ten-year-plan should 
be drafted  in order of p riority  
of objectives to be aimed at each 
y e a r— (Sapa.)

w;
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Native Reserves in 
Need of Staff

Work o f Reclamation is 
Handicapped

proper S m o f? ,'f T h J 'N a t iv e 'r S i,” s^wisf 'he

, „Th? Present agricultural 
staff _ is not able to arrest 
deterioration in the Native
reserves, let alone cope satis
factorily with the new land that 
is being purchased,” said Mr 
Mears.

Before an intensified policy of 
development in the reserves was 
undertaken, the m alpractices 
causing soil and pasture 
deterioration would have to be 
arrested.

At the same time, the estab
lishm ent of N ative towns and 
villages by the Government, as 
recommended by the Fagan 
Commission, would need to be 
considered.

The people of the reserves 
must be classified into those who 
were able to w ork their arable 
allotments and those who had 
shown themselves finable to do

Those who could not work 
their allotm ents should forfeit 
the ir lands, which should be 
given to those who had proved 
themselves efficient. They should, 
however, retain  gardens, and 
ru ra l industries should be 
developed for them.

Instead of perpetuating  i 
system of anim al husbandry 
which brought very poor 
economic returns, afforestation 
m ust be adopted, and fewer 
and better cattle m ust be kept 
to ensure a constant milk 
supply.
Natives m ust be placed on 

suitable land where irrigation 
facilities w ere available, and the 
South African Native T rust must 
in terest itself in g rea ter crop 
production and the use of 
mechanical tractors.— (Sapa.)

! All-Native Courts 
in Locations 
Urged

JOHANNESBURG. — A pro- 
' posal tha t Natives in urban loca

tions should be empowered to 
m anage their own affairs, and 
that crimes by Natives against 
Natives in locations should be 
tried by all-Native courts, was 
m ade by Mr. Selope Thema. 
editor of the Bantu World, in a 
lecture at .yesterday’s session of 
the w inter school on race rela
tions organised by the South 
African Institu te  of Race Rela
tions.

Mr. Them a said Natives them 
selves should take a leading part 
in an extensive camDaien against 
illiteracy and w itchcraft, and for 
C hristianity  and progress.— 
(Sapa.)
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New Race
Relations
bureau

University Plan at 
Stellenbosch

PAARL.—A development tak 
ing place at Stellenbosch Univer
sity was the establishm ent of a 
bureau to assist the public in 
racial m atters where Europeans 
and Natives were concerned, 
said Mr. M. J. Olivier, of the 
D epartm ent of Bantu Studies at 
Stellenbosch University, in an 
address at P aarl yesterday.

Mr. O livier said the intention 
was to establish branches every
w here to supply the public with 
inform ation and provide a ser
vice which would benefit both 
the European and N ative sec
tions of the country.

He said tha t a survey of the 
N ative population of P aarl and! 
d istrict was being undertaken 
at present by the D epartm ent 
of B antu  Studies of Stellen
bosch University.
A feature of the last 10 years 

had been the great influx of 
Natives into the W estern P ro 
vince and several towns had fe l t1 
its impact. In certain areas the 
N ative population had quad- (  
rupled itself and this was an 
unbalanced increase which had 
given rise to an acute housing 
problem in respect of Natives.— j 
(Sapa.) I

:  C a p .  l i n e s ;  M f j  *

I <

Groups to Study ! 
Colour Problem J
The South A frican Institu te  of ] 

Race Relations is planning to J 
organise study circles on the 
Colour problem in South Africa.

The study circles will, it is 
hoped, be accommodated in 
private houses in Cape Town c 
suburbs, and will m eet about 8 
once a fortnight. The discus- i 
sions will be led by m em bers of 1 
the circles, who will p repare 
short papers, and from  tim e to s 
tim e leading experts on race f 
relations will address the groups, i 

I t  is hoped to call a prelim i
nary  m eeting soon, and m em bers c 
of the public who are interested c 
in the plan should inform  the ' 
regional secretary of the Insti- ' 
tu te  a t P.O. Box 1998 Cape Town, 
or telephone 3-2318.
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Defending Rights 
of Non-Europeans
The Civil Rights Action Com

mittee is to hold a rally in the 
City Hall on Tuesday evening, 
September 14, at 8.15 to discuss 
non-European parliamentary repre
sentation and the “grave disquiet” 
caused by recent pronouncements 
in the Assembly.

Speakers are expected to include 
Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, M.P., Mrs. 
V. M. Ballinger, M.P., Mr. Leo 
Marquard, Mr. G. E. Williamson 
and Professor W. H. Hutt.

Nuin-EUKOPEANS' 
VOTING RIGHTS

[CITIZENS'’ RALLY TO 
BE HELD

A S S 'K ' ra lc: UndCr ^  auspices of the Civili it ii K.ignts Aetion Committee is to be held in the riK,
' no > n aPC T°Wn’ f  8’15 p m- on September i f t o  discuss ion European parliamentary representation.
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The purpose of the rally, 
states the Committee, is to 
dem onstrate to the Government 
tha t a large and inform ed section 
ol public opinion is determ ined 
to resist any attacks on the 
rights of the non-European 
citizens of South Africa 
Speakers at the rally  will include
v  rWJ 'T Hii hofm eyr, M.P., Mrs. 
V. M. L. Ballinger, M.P., Mr. Leo 
M arquard. Mr. G. E. Williamson 
and Professor W. H. Hutt.

In a statem ent issued yester
day, the Action Committee 
says:

Gri*v<V disquiet has been 
icaused by recent pronounce
ments m  the House of Assembly. 
/ ,hese Pronouncements show that 
the G overnm ent intends to sub- 
vert. the principles of the South 
A frican Constitution and in par
ticular, to deprive the non-Euro- 
peans of the few franchise rights 
which they a t present enjoy.

“On the one hand, we 
respect the long trad ition  of 
harm onious co-operation be
tween Europeans and non- 
Europeans in the Cape P ro
vince. We consider th a t the 
serious tensions which at 
present exist in relations 
between Europeans and non- 
Europeans have not been 
created by this tradition.
“ On the contrary, they have 

been created in  p a rt by 
economic pressures sim ilar to 
those prevalent throughout the 
m odern world, and in p art by 
fears on the p art of non- 
Europeans th a t the tradition  is 
being abandoned. In the future, 
as in  the past, Europeans should 
continue to enlist the co-opera
tion of the various groups in 
our m ulti-racial society. This is 
the only policy which is just. It 
is also the only policy which is 
wise and can reasonably be 
expected to bear fru it in racial 
peace and prosperity.

“ IRREPARABLE HARM ”
, “ ° n . th e  o ther hand, we 
believe th a t if the plans recently 
enunciated in the House of 
Assembly are put into practice 
irreparab le harm  will be caused 
to all South Africans. We are 
inform ed th a t the objects of the 
plans are to p reserve ‘ W hite 
c iv iliza tion ’ and to ensure the 
m astery  of Europeans over non' 
Europeans.

“ But no civilization can 
flourish on the foundations of 
increasing oppression, friction, 
and unrest which will inevitably 
resu lt from  the w ithdraw al and 
w hittling down of the rights of 
citizenship of non-Europeans. If 
this course is followed existing 
fears will have been justified 
and existing tensions exacer
bated.

“ South A frica will then 
be led inexorably to ever- 
increasing in tolerance and 
oppression until, sooner or 
later, W estern civilization will 
collapse here under unbear
able strains.”
The statem ent is signed by the 

Rt. Rev. S. W. Lavis (C oadjutor 
Bishop of Cape Town), Mrs.
W. F. G rant, Dr. Sheila van der 
Horst, Mr. G. E. W illiamson,
Mr. L. M arquard, the Rev H G 
Leverton and Mr. A. Jenner. 

Meanwhile, the non-EuroDeans

of the Cape are already divided 
among them selves as to the best 
way of com bating apartheid  on 
suburban trains.

The T rains A partheid Resis
t s 0? Committee, supported by 
officials of the A frican Peoples’ 
Organization, of the Com munist 
P arty  of South Africa and of the 
non-Europeans’ Unity Committee.
D n T v ” t0  t h e  “  E u r o p e a n sInly coaches w ith non-Euro
pean volunteers who are willing 
to risk the consequences.

The Coloured Advisory 
Council, however, through its 
chairm an, Mr. G. J. Golding.
rfi'T  f ur 3 Week of Prayer and rigid observance of the regula
tions as they now stand.
The latest copy of The Sun  

the new spaper of the Coloured 
P l ° Pi.e ^  National Union—of 
which Mr. Golding is president— 
devotes most of its front page <o 
w hat it calls “A Timely W arn
ing , and recalls the riots of 1938 

, when police clashed with dem on
strators against the Govern- 
ruent s segregation plans.
n J  £ Pre?enJ  curisis’ il says- willnot be solved by organized dis
obedience of the laws.

m a s s  m e e t in g
The article, which was w ritten 

before the mass meeting took 
place last Sunday, m akes the 
following reference to it:

Speeches will be made, reso 
iutions passed and collections 
taken All respect for the 
sacredness of the Sabbath will 
be forgotten and the m inds of 
the people will be inflamed and 
they will be m ade to feel fru s
tra ted  and more b itter tow ards 
the ir fellow men. The result 
will be a setback for the 
Coloured people and no gain at 
all.”

Nearly £200 was collected at 
the meeting, and a resolution 
was passed expressing the m eet
ing’s determ ination to m ake the 
apartheid  regulations unw ork
able by means of organized 
resistance.

No incidents w ere reported 
on the suburban trains yester
day, although it is understood 
tha t members of the railway 
staff have been w arned to 
expect trouble la te r in the 
week.

^  'H'L ®en Kies, a m em ber of 
the T rains A partheid Resistance 
Committee, has denied the report 
m  the Cape Tim es yesterday tha t 
he pleaded with the non-Euro
peans on the station on Sunday 
afternoon to go home quietly  in 
the ir own coaches. It was a case 
of m istaken identity.

Mr. P. O. Sauer (M inister of 
Transport) conferred yesterday 
with departm ental heads of the 
S.A.R., but declined to m ake a 
statem ent on the act'on he would 
take against organized resisters 
of apartheid.

If parliam entary  business 
allows, he will fly to East 
London to-day for the opening 
of the A frikaanse Taal en Kul- 
tuurverem ging conference, and 
it is expected tha t he will discuss 
tra in  apartheid  and m easures to 
be taken in the enforcem ent of 
it in his opening speech.
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 9, 1948

CIVIL RIGHTS ACTION COMMITTEE
P.O. Box 1998, Cape Town. Phone 3-2318

A PUBLIC MEETING
will be held in the

C IT Y  HALL

TO-NIGHT at 8.T5
to protest against the proposed violation of

NON-EUROPEAN PARLIAMENTARY RIGHTS
SPEAKERS:

RT. HON. j. H. HOFMEYR, M.P., MRS. V. M. 

BALLINGER, M.P., MR. LEO MARQUARD, MR. G. E. 

W ILLIAM SON, MRS. N. B. SPILHAUS, PROF. W. H. 

HUTT, and other PROMINENT SOUTH AFRICANS.

Patrons of the Committee include among many others the follow
ing: Senator Dr The Hon. E. H, Brookes, Rev. H. Agnew, The 
Rt. Rev. F. Hennemann, Rev. C. H. S. Runge, Rev. W . T . Whalley, 
Mr. C. W . A. Coulter, The Dowager Lady de Villiers, The Very 
Rev. Dean Michael Gibbs, Chief Rabbi I. Abrahams, Mr. D. E. 
McCausland, K C., Sir Herbert Stanley, G.C.M.G., Professor E. 
Batson, Mr W. Duncan Baxter, Misses E. B. Hawkins, Mr. Frank 
Reid, K.C., Mr. R. U. Kenney, Rev. W. N. H. Tarrant, Dr. A. 
Simpson Wells, Professor W F. Grant, Mr. D. B. Molteno, M.P., 
Mr. W. G. A. Mears, Professor H. ). Mandelbrote, Rev. E. H. 
Roseveare, Mrs. E. Machanick, Mr. D. M. Buchanan, K.C ., M.P., 
Mr. G. Cleaton Jones, Mrs. S. R. Sloman, Mrs. W . F. Grant, 
Mrs. W . G. A. Mears, Dr. Sheila van der Horst, Rev. H. G. 
Leverton, Professor W. Rollo, Councillor A. Miller, Mr G. Muller, 
Rev. W . Samuel, Dr. Louis Mirvish, Mrs. Betty Sacks, Sir Fraser 
Russell, Rt. Rev. S. W . Lavis, Coadjutor Bishop of Cape Town, 

Rev. Stanley B Sudbury, Mr. L. M. Thompson.

DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION  

DEFEND THE RIGHTS OF A LL RACES

V

The Coloured Vote
tJdHE G overnm ent’s th re a t to the 

Coloured people’s franchise affects the 
Cape Peninsula most d irectly  and 
most keenly; and it is up to the Cape 
P eninsula to dem onstrate th a t its 
respect fo r political honour is still 
a v ita l thing. This is not a m atte r 
for agitation and wild ta lk—although
doubtless the N ationalists will contrive to 
describe any pro test as “ agitation ”. A 
m eeting arranged by an action committee 
which is not d irectly  connected w ith any 
political party  will take place in the City 
H all on Tuesday next, Septem ber 14, and 
will be addressed by Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, 
Mrs. V. M. L. Ballinger, Mr. Leo M arquard, 
Mr. G. E. W illiamson and others. We 
hope th a t it w ill be well attended by 
Europeans who feel that, although legally 
(as Dr. M alan argued the o ther day) one 
generation cannot bind another, yet it is 
m eet and righ t th a t one generation shall 
honour solemn pledges given by a previous 
generation. The Coloured franchise can 
by no stretch  of th e  im agination or 
m anipulation of statistics be represented 
as a th rea t to W hite South Africa. 
Repeated pledges have been given to the 
Coloured people th a t the ir rights would
be m aintained, and th a t the ir fu tu re  was 
w ith th a t of tpe European. The proposal 
to replace the ir franchise w ith com munal 
represen tation  is constitutionally re tro 
grade; since it comes w ithout any precise 
program m e of com pensating economic 
benefit, it is oppressive, however bland or 
benevolent th e  N ationalists m ay be in 
the ir suggestions of galactic pie in fa r and 
fu tu re  skies— m elk tert in the Milky Way.
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Apartheid
Resistance
Decisions

S.A. Police to Act 
Against Inciters

TN spite of statem ents by Mr.
P. O. Sauer, M inister of 

Transport, and Mr. C. R. Swart, 
M inister of Justice, tha t action 
would be taken  against resisters 
to tra in  apartheid  and against 
those who incited resisters, the 
Trains A partheid Resistance 
Com mittee — which represents 
m ore than 40 non-European 
organizations in the Peninsula—• 
late last night unanim ously 
resolved to continue “ organized 
and mass breaking of the 
regulations

This decision followed a sta te 
m ent made yesterday by Mr. 
Swart, th a t he had instructed 
the police to take action against 
persons who incited others to 
violate the suburban tra in  
apartheid  regulations.

Dissension in the T.A.R. about 
the structure of the organization 
delayed discussion on Mr. 
S w art’s statem ent.

I t is believed that two Com- 
' m unist P arty  representatives 
; who were elected to the com

m ittee’s executive asked th a t 
two more Communist P arty  
members take their places on the 
general body. O ther delegates 
strongly opposed this request.

MR. SWART’S DIRECTIVE
Mr. S w art’s directive to the 

D epartm ent of Justice and the 
South A frican Police is a resu lt 
of speeches m ade at the mass 
m eeting on the G rand P arade on 
Sunday, when non-Europeans 
were urged to m ake the  apart
heid regulations unworkable, and 
a decision was taken to form  a 
volunteer arm y of 2,000 non- 
European resisters.

A fter conferring w ith the 
Secretary for Justice, the Com
m issioner of Police and the 

■ A ttorney-G eneral for the Cape, 
, Mr. Sw art decided th a t action 
; against inciters was necessary to 

supplem ent any action taken by 
, the Railway Police against non- 
' Europeans who deliberately flout 

the regulations by travelling in 
coaches reserved for Europeans.

PROVISIONS OF ACTS
Provision for racial segrega

tion on trains is m ade in a Gov
ernm ent notice gazetted on 
November 8, 1946, under the 
authority  of a section in the Rail
ways Act of 1916. Persons who 
infringe the tra in  apartheid
Continued on page 3, column 3.

City Meeting, 
to Discuss i 
Civil Rights I

Continued from  page 1.
regulations are liable to a fine 

, not exceeding £10, or one month, 
i or to both fine and im prisonm ent.

Provisions of the Riotous 
i Assemblies Act, No. 27 of 1914,
( can be invoked to deal w ith any 

orators who incite the ir audience 
to a contravention of any law. ° 
Inciters a re  liable to the same " 
penalty as the  persons who act, t 
or m ight act, on the ir advice.

Mr. O. Caldecott, convener of 
the Civil Rights Action Commit- j 
tee m eeting to be held in Cape - 
Town on Tuesday to discuss par- s 

1 liam entary  rights of non- £ 
Europeans, said yesterday th a t , 
the com mittee was representa- j 
tive of all sections and was not 
sectional or party-political.

The following people will be 
patrons of the meeting:

Senator E. H. Brookes, the 
Rev. H. Agnew, the Rt. Rev. F. 
H ennem ann. the Rev. C. H. S. .  
Runge, the Rev. W. T.

; Whalley, Mr. F rank  Reid, K.C., 
Mr. D. E. McCausland, K.C., t 

1 Professor E. Batson, Mr. D. B. , 
Molteno, M.P., Sir H erbert 

J S tanley and Mrs. S. R. Sloman. 0 
The action committee is . 

appealing for assistance in the 
organization of its campaign. [ 
Those in terested  should k 
approach the convener, P.O. Box ( 
1998, Cape Town, o r phone • 
3-2318. ■

WEEK OF PRAYER \
Mr. I. J. Stober, secretary of j 

; the Coloured People's National <
1 Union, told the Cape Times last 
! night th a t the week of p rayer 
1 had been conceived by tha t 
1 organization and not, as at first !
' stated, by the Coloured A dvisory ; 

Council. 1
1 Mr. S tober said th a t a t first it 1 
' had been the intention of the ’ 

C.P.N.U. to organize the week ' 
of p rayer on its own, bu t the 
idea had been taken up w ith • 
such enthusiasm  by the Coloured i 
com m unity th a t its organization < 

| becam e too m uch for them ( 
and the In terdenom inational ’ 
Churches Association had taken ] 

■ over.

Civil Rights
A  MEETING is to be held in j 

the City Hall to -m orrow 1 
evening to discuss the proposals 
of the present Government for 
taking away the rights of non- 
Europeans. The character of the 
meeting is sufficiently shown by 
the fact th a t the chief speakers 
will be Mr. J . H. Hofmeyr, 
M.P., Mrs. V. M. L. Ballinger, 
M.P., Mr. Leo M arquard and 
Professor Hutt. These people 
will hardly be described as 
Communists, agitators or fellow- 
travellers. On the contrary, they 
are representatives of th a t great 
section of the people whose 
members are deeply concerned 
over proposals to take away the 
civil rights of any group of the 
South African population and 
particularly over the attack 
which it is suggested should be 
made against .the entrenched 
clauses of the Union’s constitu
tion. The m atter is one which 
ought to transcend any question 
of party  politics and even of 
race, since it is concerned with 
the fundam ental question of 

, constitutional rights and guar
antees. For this reason it ought 
to be canvassed under the 
leadership of responsible 

1 citizens, and to-morrow’s m eet
ing m ay well be the opening 
move in a campaign of the most 
solid and responsible elements 
of the nation for the defence of 
established constitutional rights. 
Much depends on the am ount of 
public support it receives, and 
we hope accordingly th a t the 
meeting will be attended by 
many who have this cause at 
heart.

CAPE ARGUS 
13/9/1948

--■‘V  > .
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The Cape Way
m O -N IG H T ’S m eeting in the City Hal!

which we hope will be well attendee 
is designed to be a constitutions 
protest against a threatened  constitutions 
outrage. The full degree to which South 
A frica’s honour is com m itted to the 
provision th a t the franchise of the 
Coloured people and N atives be not 
am ended except on a tw o-thirds m ajority  
in  a jo in t session of Parliam ent is 
well shown in an article by Mr. 
Donald Molteno, M.P., on this page 
to-day. It is idle for the Prim e M inister 
to argue th a t one generation cannot bind 
another. For it is tm tru e  th a t P arliam ent 
is bound by the generation which devised 
our Constitution. Parliam ent is supreme. 
That is the basic principle of our 
Constitution. The entrenched clauses are 
to protect, not to bind. They were twofold 
in aim: F irs tly  to draw  attention, by their 
very existence, to the fact th a t there was 
a special significance, a special obligation 
of honour, attached to the provisions 
which they w ere designed to safeguard. 
Secondly, they w ere intended to protect 
both P arliam ent and people from  
fortuitous fluctuations of parliam entary  
and popular opinion.

A public opinion poll in the Union would 
not give the same results afte r an incident 
like the Moroka rio ts and afte r reports 
had been appearing in  the P ress of, say, 
the heroism  of a Native boss boy in  a 
mining accident. Popular and even 
parliam entary opinion is subject to short
term  fluctuation. If these fluctuations 
were to be expressed in constitutional 
changes, the country would be heading for 
chaos such as th a t which besets France, 
now under its tw elfth  Cabinet since 
liberation. S tability  is essential for a 
well-ordered country, and stability 
dem ands well-considered policies. The 
entrenchm ent of non-European parliam en
ta ry  representation  ensures th a t am end- ■ 
m ents are not lightly to be made; and i t ! 
is neither obstruction nor obstinacy, but ' 
regard for national honour and for the 
highest traditions of Parliam ent, th a t 
prom pts insistence on observing the spirit 
and le tte r of the Constitution. To-night’s 
meeting is in  the best Cape trad ition  of 
dignified protest, infinitely preferable to 
methods im ported from  the East.

Speakers for 
To-night

A public m eeting w ill be 
held in the Cape Town  
City Hall to-night at 8.15 
to protest against the 
proposed violation of non- 
European parliamentary 
rights. (Further details 
on this page.) Below  
four o f the

speakers :

Mrs. V. M. L. Mr. D. Molteno 
Ballinger, M.P, M.P.

Battle of Entrenched 
Clauses

To-night’s Meeting in the 
City Hall

A PUBLIC demonstration intended to show the 
Government that many of the citizens of Cape 

Town will resist attacks on the rights of non-Europeans 
will be held to-night in the City Hall at 8.15 under the 
auspices of the Civil Rights Action Committee.

A motion outlining the Com
m ittee’s attitude has been pre
pared, and several prom inent 
people will speak in support 
of it.

Speakers include Mr. J. H. 
Hofm eyr, M.P., Mrs. V. M. L. 
Ballinger, M.P., Mr. Leo Mar- 
quard , Mr. G. E. W illiamson and 
Professor W. H. Hutt.

The motion urges th e  Gov
ernm ent not to im plem ent pro
posals to curtail the rights of 
Coloured people, Indians and 
Natives, to respect the 
entrenched clauses of the 
South Africa Act, and to abide 
by the m oral obligations 
implicit in the Act of Union. 
O thers who have associated 

themselves with the motion 
include the Rt. Rev. S. W. 
Lavis, Coadjutor Bishop of Cape 
Town; Mrs. W. F. G rant, Dr. 
Sheila van der Horst, the Rev. 
H. G. Leverton, and Mr. A. 
Jenner.

Although several of its 
speakers have been issued with' 
summonses for “ incitem ent tL 
public violence ” the TraiL 
A partheid Resistance Committee 
will hold a public meeting ! 
Woodstock Town HalL to-nigl. 
and will continue ns poli< 
of “ disciplined disobedience 
against the apartheid  reguL 
tions.

Mr. A. E. Abdurahman 
general secretary of the Afrl 
can People’s O rganization an 
secretary of the T.A.R.C., saii 
last night th a t the m eeting a 
Woodstock had been fixei 
before it was known tha t i 
citizens’ rally  was to be helc
Meanwhile, the railw ay polif/ 

report th a t no attem pt was ma 
yesterday  to  break the a pa 
heid regulations. ./ i
Sea leading columns, page 8, / 1 

leader page article, page U f
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COLOURED VOTE 
— 1 DEFENDED

CITY MASS MEETING 
RESOLUTION

CAPE’S LIBERAL 
HERITAGE

7V/TORE than 2,000 people in the Cape Town City Hall 
-L’-*- last night unanimously adopted a motion urging 
the Government to refrain from implementing proposals 
to curtail the political rights of Coloured people, Indians 
and Natives.

T h e m eeting—called by the  Civil R ights A ction 
C om m ittee—w as presided over by the  C oadjutor 
B ishop of C ape T ow n, the R t. Rev. S. W . Lavis. Ten 
speakers, headed  by Mr. J. H. H ofm eyr, M.P., 
expressed th e ir p ro tests against the proposed violation 
of non-E uropean  franchise rights. T he m eeting  w as 
o rderly  th roughou t. T here  w ere  frequent ou tbursts 
of applause.
Forty-five minutes before the meeting began there 

was a queue stretching almost round the whole City Hall 
block. When the doors were closed about 13 minutes 
before the advertised starting time of 8.13 scores were 
still standing in a queue in the rain. Every seat in every 
part of the hall was occupied and hundreds found 
standing room only. Europeans made up about half of 
the audience.

“A KIND OF MURDER”
i The text of the motion, which 
vas carried amid enthusiasm , 
Vas:
J “ This m eeting of citizens of 
ta p e  Town, believing tha t the 
fause of racial harm ony and 
goodwill can only be advanced 
Dy tolerance and due regard  to 
lemocratic rights and pro
cedures,
j‘ 1.—Urges on the G overnm ent 
I to refrain from  im plem enting 
f the proposals to curta il the 

political rights of Coloured 
people, Indians and Natives; 

‘ 2.—Calls on the G overnm ent 
to respect the entrenched 
clauses of. the South Africa 
Act and to abide by the m oral 
obligations implicit in the Act 
of Union;

;l 3.—Calls on all to resist any 
attack on the dem ocratic heri
tage of South Africa, and to 
strive for a w ider acceptance 
of the values of racial 
co-operation and dem ocratic 
tolerance.”
Bishop Lavis, who presided, 

said: “ To-night we voice an 
appeal which m ust ring out 
throughout the length and 
' readth of this land.

i f

This m eeting is sometmng m 
the natu re  of a p ro test and a 
denunciation of w hat we believe 
to be u tte rly  w rong thinking, i t  
is also an appeal for clear 
thinking and for, th a t clear 
thinking which will^ reject as 
ignorant and unchristian  any 
reference to tlie sovereign rights 
of the people when 8,000,000 of 
the people are le ft outside.

People had grown accus
tomed in th is country to the 
“parcelling out of hum an 
rights on a graduated  basis 
—so much for the W hite skin, 
and so much less for the 
Coloured and Black skins.
“T hat kind of follv must 
stop.”
This was not a m atte r of 

party  politics. It was a conflict 
between repression and freedom.

The challenge was a protest 
against action which would 
hum iliate millions m  this 
country. ty

“ And when you hum iliate a jr 
people, it is a kind of m u rd er.jr 
you kill self-respect, ambition 
and personality. And it is.against 
m easures w ith these dreadfulj-c 
evils in view th a t we m ake our - 
protest.”

Voting Right Is 
Basic Issue

Mr. Hofm eyr said the meeting 
had arisen in respect of a s itu a
tion where Cape Town was 
called on to give a lead to South 
Africa. .(Cheers.)

South Africa, where Provi
dence had decreed that men of 
different creeds should live 
together, was faced with one 
abiding problem —how these 
different races should live in 
peace. To solve it there m ust be 
love for South Africa in its unity 
and diversity.

South Africa should deal with 
that problem in a way which 
would enable it to hold its head 
high among the nations of the 
world. „

FUNDAMENTAL ISSUE
The fundam ental issue was 

that all those different races in 
the Union should have some 
form of political representation.

If apartheid  was realizable 
it would, be defensible, but the 
country knew now that it was 
not realizable.
The non-Europeans were still 

advancing by their contact with 
the Europeans and they could 
only be stopped by a policy of 
repression.

No political party  in South 
Africa was prepared to adopt 
such a policy of repression 

If th a t was so, it was incon
gruous to w ant to take away 
their rights while they were still 
advancing.

“ It is like expecting a growing
L child to w ear a smaller set of

clothes—it makes f° r  friction 
and ultim ately for eruption.’ 

South A frica’s honour as a 
nation was touched.

The Europeans did not attem pt 
to exercise their privileges by 
force but by trusteeship.

The present M inister of Native 
Affairs, Dr. E. G. Jansen, had 
himself said it was the duty of 
the guardian to see th a t the 
w ard could eventually take care 
of himself.

There m ust, therefore, be pro-, 
gress. To take aw ay the rights 
of the non-Europeans, would 
indicate th a t th a t trusteeship 
was hollow and only intended 
to protect the privileges of the 
Europeans.

South Africa had a flexible 
constitution which was easy to 
a lte r  except for certain  
entrenched clauses. W here a 
nation had  such a constitution 
it m ust approach w ith great 
discretion any proposal to 
change the constitution, particu 
larly  if th a t was to be done by 
a fortuitous small m ajority. ___
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The issue involved in thit 
G overnm ent’s intention to mak»f 
radical changes in the constitun 
tion was not merely one of stricd 
legality but a m oral issue.

The Act of Union was d 
m orally binding contract. Thh 
entrenched clauses were inserted  
in it partly  to safeguard in som 
m easure the franchise rights iP 
the Cape. B ut for those safee 
guards the Cape Colony woul^ 
not have gone into Union.

OTHER THINGS GIVEN
Changes were made in th l 

franchise in 1936 in such a w af 
as to imply a contract between 
the European trustee and his 
N ative ward. Rights were taken 
away but other things were 
given in the ir place.

If N ative representation in 
the House of Assembly and the- 
N atives’ R epresentative Coun
cil were abolished, it would 
not only be a breach of a 
m orally binding contract, but 
would th reaten  the founda
tions of "South A frican nation
hood.
M utual tru s t between Euro

peans and non-jEuropeans was 
essential. If the Governm ent 
carried out its intentions, then 
no constitutional privilege could 
rem ain secure.

FACED WITH CHALLENGE
The country was faced with 

a great challenge. To-day the 
constitutional rights of a sec
tion of the people were 
threatened: to-morrow the con
stitutional rights of other sec
tions might be threatened.

Rights of Western 
Civilization

Mrs. V. M. L. Ballinger,
Natives’ R epresentative in the 
House of Assembly, said the 

rallying cry of the challenge 
tha t they had to m eet was the 
defence of w estern Christian 
civilization.

That civilization was the 
product of the strivings of 
m ankind from prim itive 
society to the stage of per
sonal freedom and individual 
responsibility, freedom of 
conscience and speech, the 
free right to develop one’s 
talents and pursue one’s live
lihood to the best of those 
talents, governed only by the 
responsibility to respect the 
rights of others.
The Union’s constitution had 

progressively recognized the 
claims of all sections to be 
neard. <

It was a challenge to the 
rights of some to be heard 
where policies were made and 
laws were framed.

The constitution gave the 
key to the whole position. W hat 
was happening to Native repre
sentation to-day was w hat would 
happen to other representations 
to-morrow.

In the 11 years in which Native 
representation had functioned 
there had been no occasion on 
which the electors had 
challenged the voice of the ir 
representatives. (Applause.)

“ SOLIDLY BEHIND IT ”
As for the Natives’ Represen

tative Council, the African 
population had always been 
solidly behind it.

“ And they have stood more 
solidly behind it since the 
N atives’ R epresentative Council 
became less acceptable to the 
people who now govern the 
destinies of South Africa.”

Time and again those who 
represented the Africans had 
been told th a t they were a 
danger to South Africa, because 
they were “putting ideas into the 
heads of the African population”.

It was said tha t they were 
inducing the Africans to ask for 
rights and liberties to which 
they should make no claim. The 
N atives’ Representative Council 
had been stigmatized as a body 
of agitators who were destroy
ing the peace of South Africa.

Only a few days ago Senator 
Brookes was warned in the 
Senate tha t if he and other 
representatives of Africans did 
not apply themselves to building 
up better relations between 
Europeans and non-Europeans 
their removal from the Senate 
and from  Native representation 
in the Assembly would have to 
be considered.

This suggestion cut at the very 
roots of the principles of the 
constitution and the ideals 
which inspired it—the virrV»± — c *

every m an to be heard in his 
own interest.

Now the voice was to be stilled 
w here policies were m ade and 
laws were framed.

These attacks on the position 
of the Native population held 
$eeds of danger for all. They 
were the possible forerunners of 
attacks on other liberties, f

LIBERTY “ INDIVISIBLE ”
L iberty and. the right of 

liberty  were indivisible. The 
moment a claim was denied in 
respect of one it was denied in 
respect of all. T hat was the 
lesson South Africa had to learn 
and the danger it had to see.

“If those we live among 
have no right to the freedoms 
we claim to ourselves we have 
no guarantee tha t we shall 
reta in  those liberties to
morrow. If we still the voice 
of our neighbour we m ust face 
the possibility tha t someone 
will still our voice to-morrow.” 
If the plans of the Govern

ment were implemented South 
Africa would end w ith a system 
th a t was neither w estern nor 
Christian, nor w hat might be 
called .civilization.

Vote “ Should Be 
Extended ”

Mr. Leo Marquaiv. said there 
was no doubt tha t the rights of 
the non-Europeans could be 
removed w ithout a two-thirds 
m ajority  in Parliam ent.

The South African constitui 
tion was a living organism—its, 
founders realized that and made 
provision for it; but hum an 
rights, which w ere entrenched 
in it. should not be changed by 
one political party.

The blessing of the Almighty 
w as invoked when those civil 
rights were entrenched in the 
South Africa Act in 1910.
It was good tha t the country 

was at last facing this issue 
squarely afte r having evaded it 
for years — the  issue was 
w hether the non-Europeans were 
to become full and active citizens 
in the land of their birth.

| (Cheers.)
IMPORTANCE OF VOTE

Many people would say tha t 
the vote was not im portant. It 
did not g ive a m an bread, not 
even white bread. (Laughter.)

It was said tha t education of 
the non-European and rehabili
tation of the reserves was more 
necessary.

“Do not be deluded—the vote 
is not a myth; it is a badge of 
citizenship.”

SHOULD BE EXTENDED”
The franchise rights of non- 

Europeans should be extended, 
not restricted. The cry would 
be raised th a t the Europeans 
would be swamped if th a t was 
done, but tha t cry would prove 
to be as false as had been the 
case with sim ilar cries in the 
past—as, for instance, when 
women were given the vote.

When ne iooaeu round every 
day and saw the good sense and 
calm bearing with vwhich his non- 
European fellow-citizens s con
ducted themselves, the part that 
they were playing in building 
South Africa, and w hat they had 
done to defend the freedom of 
South Africa against Nazism, 
then he said tha t he was not 
afraid of being swamped by 
civilized non-Europeans.

ON COMMON ROLL
He would like to see the 

present form  of African repre
sentation in P arliam ent and the 
separate roll abolished because 
he wanted Africans back on the 
common roll to help in electing 
to P arliam ent men and women 
who would show regard for the 
human values of individuals 
irrespective of their race, and 
would act in such a way tha t the 
people of South Africa could hold 
their heads high.

In the campaign on which 
they were em barking they 
should use every constitutional 
weapon they had, and should 
pledge themselves to sacrifice 
time, comfort and money for 
the ir cause.
P riority  should be given to the 

defence of existing rights, but 
they should not stop there: they 
should go on step by step in full 
confidence until eventually they 
had built a really dem ocratic 
country.

It was to be hoped tha t the 
shout from the m eeting would 
re-echo not only throughout 
Africa but throughout the world.

In the Statute of 
Westminster

Mr. G. E. Williamson said it 
was about 40 years ago that the 
Cape, to bring harm ony through
out the Union, decided to forgo 
some of the privileges held by 
its citizens. He believed that 
when tha t was done Capetonians 
had in the ir minds tha t before ' 
long fellow citizens in other 
parts of the Union would come 
to a realization that the Cape 
had the better idea, and that 
the rights which were taken 
away would be restored through
out the Union.

Later, in the S tatu te  of West
m inster it was held tha t the 
rights of the non-Europeans 
were something inviolate. Yet 
to-day, to silence criticism in 
the House, .it had been decided 
to remove the franchise of the 
Coloured people and to still 
the ir voice.
To-day, with the world v irtu 

ally at war, we m ight soon be cut

from  our friends; and un ity  
e than anything else was 
led  most.
et a tim e when th a t w as so 
ently necessary was the tim e 
sen for political expediency 
dictate th a t some of the 

pie should be deprived of 
ir vote.
t was said tha t it was neces- 
y to  ensure W hite supremacy. 
; was ever suprem acy in any 
pie ensured by keeping down 
ir fellows? The history  of the 
rid taught us th a t force would 
/er prevail. Co-operation 
uld lead from  strength  to

Other Speakers
Mrs. N. B. Spilhaus said she 

had grown up under the old Cape 
principle tha t there should be 
no discrim ination in the eyes of 
the law  regarding race and 
colour. . . .
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The only reason ever to  take 
aw ay the Coloured franchise 
would be when the Coloured 
people abused the right to vote. 
The Coloured people had never 
abused tha t right. (Cheers.)

The only justification fo r the 
existence of European civiliza
tion in South Africa was tha t the 
Europeans should uplift the  
other races in the country.

RIGHT TO ORGANIZE 
Mr. A. Jenner, secretary  of the 

W estern Province local com mit
tee of the South Africa Trades 
and L abour Council, said  it was 
not only the  hum anita rian  rights 
of the non-Europeans which w ere 
involved bu t the in terests of the 
whole country.

The righ t to organize freely 
was perhaps the m ost im m ediate 
dem ocratic freedom. Most people 
in the Union w ere working 
people.

Only if the w orkers had the 
right to organize freely could 
they build up themselvds and 
the ir country.

The trad e  union m ovement 
became meaningless w ithout the 
right of collective bargaining, 
which the G overnm ent now 
wanted to take away.

That was the first th rea t w ith 
which the trad e  union m ovem ent 
was faced.

The second th rea t was segre
gation in trade unions.

These th rea ts hit a t the very 
basis of trade unionism  in the 
Union.

Such a division on racial 
grounds coijld benefit nobody 
and would mean the lowering of 
wages and the standards of 
working conditions and finally 
the income of South Africa.

UNIVERSITY VIEW 
Mr. L. H. le Riche, of the 

U niversity of Cape Town, speak
ing in A frikaans, said he voiced 
the feelings of the vast m ajority  
of South African students when 
he sdid th a t this “ horrible 
th rea t to deprive the Coloured 
people of th e ir  franchise ” m ust 
not be carried  out.

It was to fight for dem ocratic 
rights tha t a liberal group was 
form ed among university  
students recently.

No South A frican could 
honourably face public 
opinion oversea if 8,000,000 of 
his country’s people were 
suppressed in the wayx the 
present G overnm ent intended 
to keep them  down.
Mr. L. Thompson, a senior lec

tu re r at the U niversity of Cape 
Town, said one of the Cape dele
gates to the N ational Convention 
at the tim e of Union, Mr. J. W. 
Sauer, father of Mr. P au l Sauer, 
present M inister of T ransport, 
said at the convention th a t if 
South Africa was to be a con
tented country the in terests of 
all m ust be represented in P a r
liam ent. He said, too, th a t there 
m ust be a ju st Native policy or 
the W hite m an would go under. 
• If the few existing franchise 

rights of the non-Europeans 
were removed, the problem  
would be rendered infinitely 
more acute.

In 1937 a commission recom
mended tha t the existing 
rights of the Cape Coloured 
people should not merely be 
retained in the Cape but 
should be extended to all the 
other provinces.
Only through racial co-opera

tion—certainly not by fear ana 
prejudice—could there be racial 
peace in South Africa.

“ DO NOT BE BULLIED” 
Senator E. H. Brookes, afte r 

reading the m otion to the m eet
ing, said tha t Mrs. Ballinger had 
referred to  the th rea t m ade to 
him in the Senate.

“ B ut she did not tell you 
my answer, and here it is: ‘ In 
the interests of our constitu
ents we shall say w hat we like, 
when we like and how we like.’ 
(Loud applause.)
“ I would ask you to take up 

the same attitude in your own 
spheres, and do not let your
selves be bullied.”

It was no use passing the reso
lution unless everyone was 
determ ined to see the business 
through.

“I ask you to commit your
selves to unceasing vigilance and 
to a fight in which we will not 
sheathe the sword un til we 
achieve victory.” (Applause.)

In conclusion Bishop Lavis 
said it would be a mockery of 
the non-European people in 
the ir hum iliation and fear to
day unless everybody present 
regarded the m eeting as the 
“beginning of a fight to the 
very end”.
The resolution was then pu t 

to the meeting and a sea of 
hands instantly  rose in response.

“That is carried,” announced 
the chairm an, am id a tum ult of 
applause.
See leading columns, page 8.



Senator Brookes reading the 
resolution Jn defence of non- ,
European rights which was 
unanimously passed at last 
night’s mass meeting in the City 
Hall. The principal speakers 
were Mr. J. H . Hofmeyr, 3
M .P .,  and Mrs. V. M. L.  *
Ballinger, M .P . The Rf. ReO.
S. IV. Laois, Coadjutor Bishop s 
of Cape Town, presided. (See

page 5 .)  l’

t

Dishonouring a ,{ 
Pledge e

THE hollowness of the excuses1* 
made by the G overnm ent1' 

for abrogating the entrenched® 
clauses in the South Africa A cts 
was once more effectively11 
exposed a t last night’s great* 
meeting in Cape Town, Whatevef* 
differences of opinion there m ajls 
be regarding the u ltim ate forn*7 
in which non-Eur ne^n opinion 
should be give, .xpression in 
the legislature oi this country, 
the m ajority of the public view 
with dismay the suggestion th a t 
past pledges should not be 
honoured. The r e a s o n s  for 
compassing so b la tan t a breach 
of faith are palpably far-fetched. 
Dr. M alan’s supporters argue 
tha t the “ensuring of the safety 
of White civilisation” m ust not 
be prevented by the decisions of 
a National Convention held 40 
years ago., “It is the living who 
count and not the dead,” is their 
cry. But even if White civilisation 
were now suddenly imperilled— 
which it certainly is not—there 
is nothing in the Union’s 
constitution to prevent its being 
saved. The South Africa Act 
drafted by __ the N a t i o n a l  
Convention expressly declared 
that “Parliam ent m ay by law 
repeal or alter any of the 
provisions of this Act.” But it 
laid down th a t any change made 
in the franchise rights of 
non-Europeans or in the equality 
of the two official languages 
m ust be agreed to by not less 
than two-thirds of the total 
num ber of members of both 
Houses. The sanctity of tha t 
reservation has been acknow-

I  __5__.__- a ---------- i___:___  a a. -- - a ___---1-----

ieageu nui omy oy people wnu 
are now dead. Among the living 
who publicly accepted it in 1931 
are eight m em bers of Dr. M alan’s 
present Cabinet, some of whom 
not only assented to it but 
declared in P arliam ent that 
they regarded the entrenchm ent 
as a “m oral obligation” and a 
“m atter of good faith .” If formal 
promises nationally m ade to non- 
Europeans can be lightly broken, 
and the m oral obligations of 
parliam ents and governments 
count as nought, how long will 
the pledges given to other 
sections of the community be 
honoured? When good faith  is 
nothing and political or party  
expediency is everything the 
ranks of the victimised may 
ultim ately be recruited from 
unexpected quarters. “For if 
they do these things in a green 
tree, w hat shall be done in the 
dry?”

September 15, 1948
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DEFENCE OF 
COLOURED 

RIGHTS

Mass Meeting 
Resolution

With every available seat taken 
up and all standing space 
crammed, the City Hall was a 
scene of tremendous enthusiasm 
last night when Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, 
M.P., and Mrs. V. M. L. Ballinger, 
Native Representative in the 
Assembly, with e i g h t  other 
speakers, defended the rights of 
Native, Coloured and Indian 
people in South Africa.

More than half those present 
were Europeans.

A motion was adopted unani
mously urging the Government 
to refrain from implementing 
the proposals to curtail the 
political rights of non-Europeans, 
to respect the entrenched clauses 
of the South Africa Act and to 
abide by the moral obligations 
implicit in the Act of Union. 
The motion called upon every
one to resist any attacks on the 
democratic heritage of South 
Africa.

MANY TURNED AWAY
A long queue had formed up 

outside the City Hall an hour 
before the meeting started, and 
when the doors were closed at 
8 p.m. hundreds who could not be 
accommodated were turned away.

Loud cheering greeted Mr. Hof
meyr when he rose to speak.

His main points were:
The great abiding problem in 

South Africa was that all its dif
ferent pepple should live together 
in peace. To solve that problem 
there should be a love of South 
Africa as a whole — a love that 
expressed itself in a determination 
that the country should deal fairly 
with all its children.

It was impossible to reconcile 
trusteeship with a policy of taking 
away the political rights of the 
non-Europeans.

Except for certain entrenched 
clauses the constitution was easy 
to alter by a simple majority vote 
in Parliament. Where a nation had 
such a constitution it should show 
the greatest discretion in changing 
it, particularly where the majority 
vote was small.

The Government move to get 
rid of Native representation was 
a breach of a morally-binding 
contract, and threatened the 
very foundations of nationhood 
in South Africa. To-day the 
rights of some of the people 
were imperilled. To-morrow it 
might be the rights of others.

DENIED TO ALL |
Endorsing what Mr. Hofmeyr 

had said, Mrs. Ballinger said the 
challenge was one to Western 
Christian civilisation.

The right of liberty was indi
visible. The moment it was 
denied to one person it was 
denied to all.

The meeting was called by the 
Civil Rights Action Committee 
and was presided over by the 
Coadjutor Bishop of Cape Town, 
The Rt. Rev. S. W. Lavis.

Dr, Gool’s Attack on 
Liberals

CITIZEN”From “COLOURED 
(Cape Town):

J  WISH to express regret at the 
unw arranted  a ttack  made on 

the “Liberals” by speakers at a 
m eeting in the Woodstock Town 

1 Hall last Tuesday night. Dr. 
Gool has done our cause irre 
parable harm  by his scathing 
reference to the speakers at the 
City Hall meeting th a t night, and 

-if  he persists in  his attitude it 
m. is likely th a t the Coloured people 
*a will lose the support which they 
0 enjoy at present.

Since Dr. Gool has taken  the 
presum ptuous initiative in  con
demning the action of the Civil 
Rights Action Cojftmittee, it 
would be well to recall to w hat 
extent Dr. Gool and his group 
received support ju s t before the 
ast general election.

Your readers m ay rem em ber 
that he and several o thers went 
about the country advising 
Coloured voters not to use their 
right to vote. The Coloured 
electorate rejected the ir advice 

q ,.so  convincingly th a t in  certain 
k,‘ "places, such as Paarl, Elsies 

River and Robertson, they were 
“-.compelled to make a hasty

jiu.'re trea t to save their skins.
In another sphere the advice 

offered the Coloured people by 
Dr. Gool and company is equally 
open to question. For example 
when the Indians carried out 
the ir passive resistance cam
paign his coterie ridiculed the 
movement and decried w hat 
they called Ghandi-ism. To-day 
they are taking a leading part 
in advocating a sim ilar breaking 
of the law which will amount, 
when it comes, to a passive 
resistance movement.

Responsible Coloured persons 
are wondering, therefore, 
w hether this T rain Apartheid  
Resistance m ovem en t. is really 
intended to fight against apart
heid, or w hether the Goolites are 
m erely using it as another 
springboard in  the ir scheme for 
a campaign of action in  which 
the Europeans have no place at 
all. Cape Town in general will 
rem em ber how Dr. Gool and his 
“Anti-Cad” movement attem pted 
to move heaven and earth  
against the Coloured Advisory 
Council, and how m iserably they 
failed.

Dr. Gool’s la test u tterances 
against such persons as Mr. 
Hofmeyr, Mrs. Ballinger and Dr. 
Brookes can only be interpreted  
in the light tha t he and his band 
are more interested in organizing 
the non-Europeans in a cam
paign against the W hites than  in 
the fight to reta in  the franchise 
for the Coloured man, or the 
right of the non-European to use 
the P eninsula trains as hereto
fore. If th a t is his aim let him 
say so.

CIVIL RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN

From Mr. O. CALDECOTT, 
Convener, Civil Rights 
Action Committee (Box 
1998, Cape Town):

On behalf of my committee 
m ay I thank  you for the support 
which your new spaper gave to 
the opening of the Civil Rights 
campaign.

May I also extend the 
apologies of the Action Commit
tee to the hundreds of people 
who were unable to obtain seats 
in the City Hall and had to be 
tu rned away. The Committee 
is anxious to hear from  everyone 
interested in  its work, and all 
le tters—and donations—should 
be sent to the Convener at the 
above address.

Finally, m ay I thank all those 
who by the ir presence and the ir 
encouragem ent helped to make 
the mass meeting the success 
that it was.

P  .
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T H E  CAPE FRANCH ISE

Safeguards of Union Must 
Be Preserved

T H E th rea ten ed  a ttack  »
question of legahty. I on  w hich  four separate  self-

rh a r te r  'whicH w as in the n a tu re  , q . .
governing coun tries ag reed to  m erge in a single un itary  State.

THE Government’s announced 
intention of abolishing the 

existing franchise of Africans in 
the Cape and of depriving quali
fied Coloured men of their right 

1 to registration on the common 
j voters’ roll raise issues that go 
' far beyond the ordinary contro

versies of party strife. Measures 
that strike at established civic 
rights have always been 
regarded with special abhor- 
rence in countries that possess, 
in any degree, a democratic and 
parliamentary tradition. But 
there are additional reasons why 
the present Government’s Pro
posals present a particularly 
grave challenge to all who value 
what is best in South Africa s • 
past, and who are seriously con
cerned as to the future of our 
multi-racial society.

The members of the Govern
ment well know that they cannot 
obtain for their proposed 
measures of disfranchisement a 
sufficient parliamentary m ajority; 
to comply with the entrenched ’ 
provisions of the South Africa 
Act. Whatever may be the 
strictly legal effect of these pro
visions, it must be remembered 
that the South Africa Act 
represents something more tbs1} 
an ordinary statute. It is a great 

I constitutional charter.
It is in t>e nature of a treaty 

prescribing the terms on 
which four separate self- 
governing countries agreed to 
merge the separate identity ot 
each into a single unitary 
State. The safeguards for the 
Cape non-European franchise 
represent a compromise with
out which the Union would not 
have come into existence.
Now the Prime Minister and 

the Minister of Native Affairs 
have, in effect, announced that 
if they feel themselves to be on 
safe legal ground they intend to 
break the compact which 
created our Union.

It is true that the existing 
Cape Native franchise represents 
a diminution of the civic rights 
possessed by Cape Africans at 
the time of Union. That diminu
tion I have always regarded as 
a disastrous step. But it was 
brought about in conformity 
with constitutional prescriptions 
Nor did the Parliamentary Jom1 
Sitting of 1936 Purport to altei 
the provision in the South AfriCc 
Act for the entrenchment of suer 
franchise rights as remained tc 
the Cape Africans.

The Cape View
F is important to-day to bear 

in mind the , situation that 
faced the National Convention 
of 1909 which framed the 
various provisions of the Sputh 
Africa Act. The Prime Minister- 
says that one generation cannot; 
bind later generations. But that 
is precisely what a constitutional 
charter is meant to do. Other
wise it would have no speciab 
significance as such. . t

The Cape Colony in 1909j 
possessed a non-racial franchise. 
Any man, irrespective of race, 
could obtain registration on th e- 
common voters’ roll provided 
that he could prove his 
possession of the statutory quali
fications. The Cape delegates to 
the Convention wished this 
system to obtain throughout the 
projected Union of South Africa.

Their viewpoint was best 
expressed by Mr. J. W. Sauei 
(father of the present Minister 
of Transport) who is reported 
by Sir Edgar Walton as having 
spoken to the following effect. 

Mr Sauer next spoke and 
declared himself in favour of 
equal rights, and he was one 
of those who believed that a 
great principle never yet 
shown to have failed in the 
history of the world would be 
a safe principle in South 
Africa to adopt at this great 
moment of her life . . . He 
was opposed to a differential 
franchise, one for Whites and 
another for Blacks. If they 
were to have a contented, 
country the interests of all 
must be represented in the 
Parliament of the country, and 
there must be political 
equality. Men talked of social 
equality. That was beside the 
question; it was not a matter 
that Parliament could decide 
for the people, nor was there 
social equality among Whites 
in any civilized country, th is  
was one of the things People 
settled for themselves . . . The 
great principle of justice was 
at stake in this discussion and 
there must be a just Native 
policy or the White man would 
go under in South Africa . . . 
Where was the people in the 
history of the world who had 
not sunk to the level of those 
they held in subjection. • • • 
The Cape had proved the 
success of its principles and 
had the right to ask for the 
adoption of its policy by South 
Africa. In the Cape, he would 
remind them, the registered 
voters had not rebelled.

When I quoted from this 
speech in Parliament recently, a 
Nationalist member had the 
temerity to claim that had the 
late Mr. Sauer been alive to-day 
and witnessed what he termed 
the “ agitation ” among the non- 
European peoples, he would have 
supported the Nationalists in 
their present attitude!

Mr. Sauer lived in a com
munity that for a century had 
waged a series of Xhosa wars. 
These wars extended into his 
own times, as did the conflict 
with the Basutos. In the 90s 
he had witnessed the rising 
of the Bechuanas. M1..11 more 
than so-called “ agitation, 
formed the background of.^us 
Cape statesman’s expenerce A 
suggestion that S ta t io n  ” 
would have inducer hjjn to 
abandon what 1̂  himself 
described as “ a &’eat principle 
never yet shown h aVe failed 
in the history 0f the WOrld ” is 
an unwarran’ed reflection on his 
memory.

But thfeape view did not pre

vail at the Convention. Mr. 
Sauer was speaking in support 
of a motion by Colonel Stanford 
in favour of a non-racial 
franchise for the whole of South 
Africa. This was opposed by 
the delegates from the other 
colonies. The result was a com
promise, whereby non-European 
franchise rights were confined to 
the Cape and such rights were 
entrenched in the Act of Union 
with the intention of binding 
future generations.

Twenty-one years later, when 
Parliament came to consider 
the resolutions of the Im perial, 
Conference of 1930, which, it 
was proposed, should form the 
basis for the projected Statute 

yjf Westminster, the possible 
.effect of legislation along these 
lines by the Parliament at West
minster on the entrenched 
clauses of the South Africa Act 
was discussed. The general 
feeling of members was that, 
whatever the legal position 
might be, the entrenched clauses 
were binding upon the con
science of the nation, a sanction 
much stronger than any legal

-By
Donald B. Molteno, 

M.P.
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safeguards could possibly be.
Thus the resolutions of both 

Houses adopting the proposals 
of the Im perial Conference 
expressly m ade such adoption 
subject to “ the understanding 
th a t the proposed legislation will 
in  no way derogate from  the 
entrenched provisions of the 
South A frica Act”. Such “under
standing ” was assented to 
unanim ously, and hence accepted 
by the  m ajority  of the present 
Cabinet. Drs. M alan, Jansen 
and Stals, and Messrs. Havenga, 
Sauer, Sw art and Le Roux were 
all m em bers at th a t time. Three 
of them  were M inisters.

In  relation  to the entrenched 
clauses, Dr. Stals (now M inister 
of H ealth) said:

I th ink  th a t no one in t_ e 
House, or in the Union, doubts 
the m oral obligation of the 
Parliam ent and the people to 
respect the basic principle in 
our Constitution.
Mr. Sw art (now M inister of 

Justice; expressed him self thus:
feel th a t the entrenched 

claus are a m atte r of good 
faith, and I cannot imagine 
tha t any governm ent would 
alter them  by a bare m ajority.
The portion of the resolution 

containing the understanding I 
have quoted was included at the 
suggestion of General Smuts. Dr. 
Conradie, the present C hairm an 
of Committees, was quite angry 
w ith him  for raising the point 
at all, so obvious was it th a t no 
South African P arliam ent would 
th ink  of com mitting the breach 
of faith  involved in a disregard

of the entrenched clauses. Thus 
Dr. Conradie:

T hat condition of a m ajo rity  
of tw o-thirds was made by 
ourselves. It is our honour 
and our intention to have it  
so . . . Hon. m em bers do not 
appear to believe th a t our 
good faith  requires th a t we 
respect th a t condition . . .  I t  
looks as if the m otion of the 
hon. m em ber for S tanderton 
(G eneral Sm uts) is nothing 
else than  a motion of w ant of 
confidence in  our honour.
In  1934, m oreover, the present 

M inister of Native Affairs, in  
his then capacity as Speaker, 
save w hat is described in Mr. 
Ralph K ilpin’s “ P arliam en tary  
Procedure ” as “ a carefully con
sidered ruling on the subject . 
He said:

N otw ithstanding the pro
visions of the S ta tu te  of W est
m inster, I am of opinion th a t 
if we desire to amend or 
repeal any of the entrenched 
clauses then we m ust follow 
the procedure laid down in 
the South A frica Act.

Referendum?
fTYHERE are signs th a t th is  

record of indignant p rotesta
tions of good faith  and con
sidered opinions on the p a rt of 
m em bers and supporters of the 
present Governm ent is giving 
the la tte r  pause in  plunging 
forw ard on a course of uncon
stitu tional disfranchisem ent. 
Their object is, of course, to 
remove from  the House of 
Assembly th re m em bers on 
whose votes th : j  cannot rely, 
and to increase the ir fu tu re  
chances of winning sev cal 
W estern Province constituencies 
now held by the Opposition. The 
transparency of these triv ia l 
motives increases the ir difficul
ties. There have thus been h in ts 
from  the Prim e M inister and the 
M inister of N ative Affairs of an 
intention to “consult the people”. 
This m ay m ean th a t the  
Governm ent are considering 
either a general election or a 
referendum  on the constitutional 
issue. If so, e ither step would 
be entirely  irre levant to the 
constitutional position.

The entrenched clauses w ere 
inserted  in the South A frica 
Act for the purpose of safe
guarding certain  civic rights 
against attacks resulting from  
the chance outcome of a 
general election unless the 
winning party  obtained a two- 
th irds m ajority  in P arliam ent. 
Nor w ere those clauses m ade 
subject to repeal by way of 
referendum . The referendum  
finds no place at all in our 
constitutional machinery.
M embers of the presen t 

G overnm ent have frequently  
expressed the ir concern for the  
Union’s good nam e abroad. I t 
is not by m easures th a t infringe 
our “ m oral obligations ” (Dr. 
S tals), our “ good f a i th ” (Mr. 
S w art), or “ our intention and 
pur honour” (Dr. Conradie) th a t 
th a t good nam e will be upheld.
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An Attack on 
Liberals

Trains Apartnenf 
Opposed

T HE interference of the “liberal- 
m inded ” European in the 

affairs of the non-European was 
condemned by Dr. G. H. Gool 
at a well-attended m eeting called 
by the Trains Apartheid  Resis
tance Committee in the Wood- 
stock Town Hall last night.

, . ,D r- Gool said th a t these 
liberal-m inded people only 
stood between the Government 
of the day and the legitim ate 
aspirations of the non-Euro- 
pean people. They acted as a 
buffer and should be swept 
aside. Dr. Gool referred 
Ra r tlSlllarly the speakers at 
the Civil R ights Action Com
m ittee m eeting in the City 
Hall last night.
Dr. Gool illustrated  his point 

. Quoting the action of liberals 
at the tim e of Union, when the 
Coloured franchise was whittled 
down; in 1936, when the Native 
R epresentative Council was 
brought into being and now, 
once more, when apartheid  was 
the o rder of the day and the 
hbcrals were once again crying 

Half a loaf is better than no 
bread at all”.

Mrs. Z. Gool w arned her 
hearers against industrial apart
heid, which she felt was just 
round the corner.
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“ FOR ALL SECTIONS”
Mf. A E. A bdurahm an 

emphasized th a t they w ere not 
campaigning against the Euro
pean The Trains Apartheid  
Resistance Committee spoke for 
all sections of the com munity, he 
said, because an attack  upon one 
section was an encroachm ent 
upon the liberties of another.

Mr. E. R. Viljoen, chairm an of 
the meeting, em phasized tha t the 
Trains Apartheid  Resistance 
Committee represented  several 
organizations. He emphasized 
that it was not dom inated by 
the communists, as had at first 
been represented.

Ot/her speakers w ere Mr. J. la 
Guma, Mr. B. M, Kies and Mr. 
F. Carneson.

I
i
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A collection during  the  even
ing resulted in £24 being sub- 

, scribed to the Com m ittee’s funds.
COMMUNIST VIEW

j i  In a statem ent to a representa- 
; tive of the Cape Times afte r the 
i, m eeting last night, Mr. Fred 
jG arneson , a m em ber of the 

Trains Apartheid  Resistance 
‘ i Committee and secretary of the 

Cape D istrict Communist P arty , 
(said th a t he dissociated both 

,  j himself and the Communist 
J P arty  from  the irrelevant attacks 
made by some of the speakers 
during the evening on the con
veners and speakers at the Civil 
R ights Action Committee m eet

i n g  in the City Hall.
Mr. Carneson said th a t the 

i T rains A p irth e id  Resistance 
. Committee was formed to defeat 

the N aitonalists' train-apartheid  
m easures, and not to attack 

, needlessly, and thereby alienate 
[jEuropean liberal opinion.

Mr. Carneson added tha t 
^different political organizations 
.supporting the T.A.R.C. are in 
duty  bound not to utilize the 

. T.A.R.C. p latform  to propagate 
, their own particu lar policies or 

tactics.
t



_  f i l W ' l f r  :
Fagan Report j
Digest Is
Best Seller

JOHANNESBURG — The j
shilling digest of the Fagan ■ 
Report prepared  by the ■ 
Institu te  of Race Relations ■ 
has topped all previous * 
records for Institu te  publi- • 
cations.

Two editions w ere sold : 
out in A ugust, soon afte r ■ 
they appeared, and a th ird  • 
is expected soon.

An A frikaans edition of jj 
the digest w ill alsd be • 
available soon.— (Sapa.)

CIVIC RIGHTS 
LEAGUE

New Movement in 
Cape Town

The success of a meeting held 
earlier this week by the Civic 
Rights Action Committee, to pro
test against the Government pro
posals to curtail the rights of 
non-Europeans, has resulted in the 
formation of a Civic Rights ! 
League, according to a statement 
to-day by the committee.

The committee has decided to 
form the league because of the 
enthusiasm shown when more 
than 2,000 people attended the 

f meeting presided over by the 
Coadjutor-Bishop of Cape Town 
(the Rt. Rev. S. W. Lavis), and 
addressed by prominent speakers 
headed by Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, 
M.P.

Those interested are asked to 
write to the convener, P.O. Box 
1998, Cape Town.

“ALARM AND SORROW” 
AT APARTHEID

\

Presbyterian Resolution 
Condemns Proposals

(The Argus Correspondent)

Pretoria, Saturday.

TH E  R ev. J. D . Y ule, convener of the African Missions 
Committee, moved at the General Assembly of the 

Presbyterian Church last night that the assembly view “ with 
alarm and sorrow” the proposals of the Government to deprive 
Natives of their present parliamentary representation and to take 
away the vote of non-Europeans.

i  The resolution described the pro
posals as a “retrograde step and 
contrary to the many fervid claims 
of the Europeans in South Africa 
to recognise responsibility and 
Christian stewardship towards the 
African and non-European peoples 
of the Union.”

A tremendous unrest and un
certainty had been caused by 
this .act of the Government, said 
Mr. Yule. Some people had said 
tha t something better would re
place what was being taken away, 

of but so far no one had defined
:ss, this improvement.
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Natives should have some say 
in the government of the country 
as they were of tremendous value 
to the productiveness of the land. 
I t might be said tha t the church 
was condemning a policy which 
had not been fully explained, but 
those concerned had had years to 
do so.

In  seconding the motion, Mr. L. 
Patterson stressed th a t it was a  
m atter which the Christian Church 
could speak on with an undivided 
voice, and the more outspoken it

s was the better.
“South Africa will never be a 

i  country as long as it is considered 
- as belonging to one race or section 

of the community,” he concluded.
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"You have been warned/'

± » h l « y
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CIVIL RIGHTS 
CAMPAIGN

OLOPHON (C onstantia).
ude is due to those 
inded citizens who 
! the protest m eeting 

...e City Hall on Tuesday; 
"a lT  who, on a bleak night, 

attended th a t unique meeting; 
and to the Cape Times for its 
outstandingly fine leader of 
Wednesday.

“ I t m ust not be left there : 
your words, Mr. Editor. No, 
indeed! Let the com mittee 
m ake an im m ediate public 
appeal for funds. And le t it, 
through fhe courtesy of our 
newspapers, issue periodical 
reports — say fortnightly  — to 
advise the public w hat progress 
is being m ade in this essential 
fight for dem ocratic freedom.

The Fagan Report
(^IN C E  the  Fagan Report, although one 
. of the most widely quoted docum ents 
in recent South A frican history, is not 
easily accessible to the ord inary  reader 
the S.A. Institu te  of Race Relations has 
done well to issue a digest at the reason
able price of a shilling (“ Digest of the 
Fagan Report ”, by Helen Suzman. S.A 
Institu te  of Race Relations, P.O. Box 1998 
Cape Town). Helen Suzman, a partitim e 
lectu rer m  Economics in  the U niversity 
of the W itw atersrand, has condensed the 
findings and recom m endations of the 
Fagan Commission into about 20 packed 
but readable pages. This digest, like 
others, cannot ever be a substitu te  fo r the 
full docum ent, w ith its volum inous 
quotations and careful filling in of the 
background; but fo r citizens w ith little 
tim e and perhaps w ith little inclination to 
wade through the original it gives an 
adm irably balanced sum m ary.
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I l e t t e r s  t o  t h e  e d i t o r

Declaration of Policy by 
Rights League

rvrwwn

f ' 1  ♦

| From Mr. O. CALDECOTT 
(Secretary, Civil Rights 
League, Box 1998, Cape 
Town):

T HE ^°^0Win2 is a declaration 
issued last week by the Civil 

I Rights League. On the pro* 
gram m e laid down therein  the 
League is appealing for public 
support. Two things are urgently 
needed—m em bers and finance— 
for, w ithout these, the job of the 
League cannot be successfully 
accomplished. Those interested 
in joining the League or in con
tributing  to its funds a re  asked 
to w rite to the Secretary as soon 
as possible. The annual sub 

| scription is 5s.
Declaration of policy- of the 

Civil Rights League:
9n,',?hUra ? 0 n stltu tio n  ls in d anger South A frica is, th e re fo re , facing  
an im m edia te  and  m ost u rg en t 
c m is . A th re a t has been  m ade in 

?°, the  estab lish ed  con" 
Th f  ?i?a fig h ts  of non-E uropeans. This th re a t m ust be resis ted  on 

th a t  is imrn o ra l To be.ieve th a t th is th re a t  based on 
colour d iscrim ination  w ill no t if
rii«!?r.iln?pl^ en te d ’ be fo llo w ed ’ by d iscrim ination  on re lig ious mil
w ill1 b e etoe1ita r -y and o th e r  g rounds w in be to live in a fool s parad ise.

" Following th e re fo re  on the  
overw heim m g success of th e  m ee t
ing organized  by th e  Civil R ights
Citv0Hau0Ir miMem and hEld inSthe 
bery i ?  ? e T °w n. on Septem -
a tta c k ' o n ' " h e " 0  ̂ N o m E iro p e a n

M S S  fo rm ed ” 1 R*htS Leagd"
The L eague w ill tak e  co n tin n -

n n ? n t a c t l ° n  o n  t h e  f  l o w i n g  f i v e -P °in * P rogram m e w hich  is the  
es tab lfshed : upon w hich  «  has been

of1aS'1lceds the established rights

P a rlia m e n t1"  the  S overe‘g n ty  of

3. R e s i s t  unconstitu tional 
changes in the  ex isting  constitu -

mentR enfSt Ih f  ‘"o rd in a te  cu rta il-  
the  Ilbertles o£ the

5. C om bat oppressive d is-

c rim ina tion  based on co lour race or creed.
“ In  add ition , as i ts  lo ng -te rm  

w i l l ^ S 6 the Civil Rights £eagu^ 
S  W h av4° fu r  actively  to enab le  all S ou th  A fricans to a tta in  th e  
fo llow ing  basic rig h ts  of c itizen !

J l 1,®”  effective voice in cen tra l 
an a  local g overnm en t, su b ie c t to 

°5 o th e r  te s t of in te lligence  and civilization;
i?n e<3u itab le  s ta n d a rd  of

a n d r meriien f' cl° th in g. sh e lte r a n a  m edical serv ices;
(c) education  and  Iite racv  

th ro u g h  th e  p rovision  of e d u ca 
tio n a l fac ilitie s on all levels;

‘dA  occupational o p p o rtu n ity  to 
to e ir’ m ie n t s f  USe and  dev e l°P

A n » - -

(e) th e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r all to
live w ith  th e ir  fam ilies w ith in  
le a c h  of th e ir  w ork  an d  th u s  to 
m a in ta in  fam ily  life ; 1

(f) th e  r ig h t of all to free  
association ;

freedom  of speech and  
FibepCatl° n su b jec t t0 th e  law  of

(h) freedom  fro m  restric tio n s 
upon m o vem en t; ons
h frf?®don:j fc°m  go v ern m en t 
w ith o u t » f f S? atlVe  ̂ regu la tions JY™1out effective safeguards, o r 
th e  r ig h t of appeal to th e  o rd in 
a ry  courts of the  land.
“ If th e  p re sen t crisis is no t 

a v e rted  it  w ill inev itab ly  lead  to
sp iritu a l m °Sal m i l l i o n ,
poyetrlsahmenCt V a " d m a te rla l im ‘
tK=tWe say tb is  because w e believe th a t  oppression  and th e  rem oval 
of r ig h ts  is an en tire ly  false basis 
fo r p rog ress and  peace in anv 

W th  th e  Ce econom ic 
anrfgVn™n of the  non-E uropeans af i?  E uropeans p roceed ing  apace— 
and th is  p rocess canno t be sti pped 
—th e  in te rn a l peace of S o u t h  
A frica depends upon am icable rela^ 
tions betw een  th e  d ifferen t groups.
m a i n t a i n  °nlV h S U , im P o ssib le  to  m a in ta in  s u c h  re la t io n s  in  a n  
a tm o s p h e re  o f ra c ia l  d is c r im in a -  
tio n , I t .  is  u n ju s t  to  a t te m p t  to  do
C an e  P o m , UnaUSt to  d e P r ‘v e  th e  C ap e  C o lo u re d  p e o p le  o f r ig h ts
th ey  hav e  en jo y ed  since 1853- i t  is 
u n ju s t to  deny to  A fricans an 
^ ? eP,!lve volce in  the  g o vernm en t 
° f £be coun try  in w hich  th ey
TndFfn2rlth • U is u n ju s t to regard  Ind ians, born  and  b red  in  South 
A frica as an “o u tlan d ish "  elem ent 
w ho should  have  no say in 
fo rm u la tio n  of law s affecting them

h a rm S iv  3UStThe Can„secure  rac ia l 
d is a s te r /’ T he a l te rn a tive is
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IN DEFENCE OF 
CIVIL RIGHTS

MORE CITY PROTEST 
MEETINGS

C ape T im es Political C orresponden t.
A SERIES of meetings will be held in Cape Town 

^ suburbs to make further protests against the 
Government’s proposals to interfere with the entrenched 
clause's of the_ South Africa Act and to reduce the 
constitutional rights of non-Europeans.

The meetings are being con
vened by the Civil Rights 
League, form ed as a sequel to 
the large protest m eeting in the 
City Hall last month.

H undreds of sym pathizers 
who attended th a t m eeting have 
been asked to m eet again next 
Tuesday to prepare for meetings 
in th e ir  respective suburbs.

Halls have already been 
booked in Rondebosch, Muizen- 
berg and Athlone, and arrange
m ents a re  now being m ade in 
p ther suburbs.

The League, under the 
chairm anship  of the Right 
Reverend S. W. Lavis. Co
ad ju to r Bishop of Cape Town, 
is eager to press on w ith its 
cam paigns during the p arlia 
m en tary  recess, for it fears 
th a t it m ay have to m eet a 
strong challenge from  the 
G overnm ent in the 1949 
session.
Its action com m ittee is setting 

the pace. Since the end of 
A ugust it has held two lengthy 
meetings a week, which is heavy 
going for vo lun tary  enthusiasts.

It has form ed an appeal com
m ittee which will try  to collect 
several thousand pounds needed 
to defend the Constitution.

MORE DISCRIMINATION
The League fears tha t if the 

present th rea t, based on colour 
discrim ination, is implemented, 
it will be followed by discrim i
nation on religious, cu ltu ral and 
hered itary  grounds.

In its long-term  program m e 
the League is taking a strong 
stand in defence, for example,

of the right of all South Africans 
to live w ith the ir fam ilies w ithin 
reach of the ir work, to have 
freedom  of movement, to have 
educational facilities on all 
levels, and to be given an effec
tive voice in cen tral and local 
governm ent, sub ject to a test 
of intelligence and civilization.

Though the City Hall m eet
ing was held th ree  weeks ago, 
the action com m ittee is still 
receiving letters from people 
who attended it and who now 
hope for fu rth e r action.

S im ilar resistance to the 
Natio'nalist program m e for tak 
ing away voting rights is being 
organized in other centres. A 
m ass m eeting is due to be held 
in Johannesburg  to-night, at 
which Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, M.P., 
will be one of the speakers.
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' HERE ARE WE GOING?”
"Where Are We Going?” the 

exhibition of Bantu photographs 
by Leon Levson, shown in Johan
nesburg last week under the 
auspices of the S.A. Institute of 
Race Relations, is certainly no 
advertisement for the South 
African Government, past or 
present.

Mr. Levson has not consciously 
set out to make propaganda, but 
seems to have taken pictures of 
African life where and when he 
could. This exhibition is a good 
answer to the distortions of the 
Government - sponsored “Meet 
South Africa” exhibition, now tour
ing the United Kingdom, which 
may impress the gulr  >le, but is 
only an embarrassment to any 
thinking South African.

Mr. Levson is not a Government 
official and need make no apologies 
for conditions in this country. His 
photographs, which take us from 
the African in the kraal to the

mines and shantytowns of the city, 
present an honest picture of the 
Bantu in South Africa; and Race 
Relations, by devoting a part of 
one wall to some telling statistics, 
helps to stress the point th a t all 
is not well in the state of South 
Africa.

No one can quarrel with the 
artistic merit of the photographs. 
I t  is indeeed difficult to choose any 
photograph for particular mention 
and I  can but agree with the ex
clamation of a visitor to the 
exhibition: “Levson is an artist.”

This exhibition met with great 
success when it was shown in 
London last year. The Race Rela
tions Institute plans to take it to 
Cape Town shortly. I t  is to be 
hoped th a t very many South 
Africans will see itj—there is at 
present an even greater need to 
open their eyes than to enlighten 
the rest of the world.

N.S. .

Our pictures show (above) 
Xosa women and (below) 

a Pondo woman

I
!
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Whose Turn Next?
THERE is ample justification 

for the formation of the 
Civil Rights League, which held 
its first members’ meeting in 
Cape Town last night. When 
Cabinet Ministers are prepared 
to destroy the very safeguards 
in .the constitution which they 
once pledged .themselves to 
maintain as a matter of honour 
and good faith, It is imperative 
that the rights of all sections 
of the community should be 
stoutly defended. Prominent 
members of the new Govern
ment declare that they have no 
intention of abiding by the 
undertakings publicly given in 
bygone years. Thus there is to 
be a drastic change not only 
in policy but also in the 
long - established methods by 
which p o l i c y  has been 
implemented. The excuse is 
that White civilisation is in 
danger and that self-preservation 
is more important than good 
faith. But feigned necessity has 
always been the mother of 
autocracy. White civilisation was 
not imperilled in 1936 by 
honouring a pledge that had 
been regarded as sacrosanct ever 
since the Union was formed; and 
it is ridiculous to contend that 
by respecting it in 1948 the 
supremacy of the Europeans 
would be threatened. Far more 
dangerous to the well-being of 
this country is the spirit that 
inspires the rejection of consti
tutional rights. As was pointed 
out at last night’s meeting, the 
repudiation of the two-thirds 
majority clause in the South 
Africa Act is the thin end of 
an extremely ugly wedge. If the 
rights of .those who might hinder 
the continuance in office of the 
present Government are to be 
destroyed, where is the process 
to end? The turn of ofher 
sections of the community might 
come “until in the end absolute 
power was wielded by a few  
fanatics, .themselves corrupted 
by their very power.” The 
danger is not imaginary. It can 
be met only by the vigilance 
and the organised opposition of 
those who desire to retain the 
free way of life they hav* so 
long enjoyed.

Jsj io ) i f$

Magnificent Waste
M R . OLIVER WALKER, author 

of the controversial “Kaffirs 
?,re , Lively”, tells the story in 
the la test issue of Race Relations 
News of a N ative who took his 
B.A. at Cam bridge and is now 
a boy in H arrism ith.

While studying for his m atric 
at Lovedale A lfred Ephraim  
M simanga became an accom
plished pianist, especially in 

I in terpreting  Brahm s. Chopin and 
[Greig. He w ent to B rita in  with a 
party  of non-European musicians

found the lu re  of Cambridge 
overwhelm m g’ and sold his larfd 
and cattle to en ter the university 

He retu rned  to the Union
“hnv” -SS' an<3 h3s been 3 P°st boy ever since. His m agni
ficent education does not seem to 
have brought him  much beyond 
a reputation  for efficiency and 
courtesy, but, he has passed the 
torch on to his family.

His eldest son is an M.A. now 
studying medicine a t Wits ' His
fe S ^  % » scienceu c ,e r ' younger'about to sit for his 
certificate exam ination

son is 
jun ior

e --------
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Institute of Race 
« Relations

The financial organizer of the 
Institu te  of Race Relations, Miss 
Ruth M. Neale, arrived in Cape 
Town last week to plan th e ' 
In stitu te ’s drive for new m em 
bers and funds. She will be kept 
busy during her six w eeks’ stay 
interviewing prom inent Cape 
Town business men and enroll
ing new  members.

Concurrently w ith Miss Neale’s 
stay, the Regional Committee of 
the Institu te  has organized a 
series of events to give support 
to the drive.

These include a film show to
night, a Brains T rust on Friday, 
and a lecture by Mr. L. M.' 
Thompson on racial policies nex t 
Monday.
. A11 these m eetings will be held 
in the C athedral Hall.

/ h  / t O / , /  g

FILMS ON RACE 
PROBLEMS

Civilisation and 
the Native

Three films on race D ro b lem s  
outside the Union will b f  shown 
in the Cathedral Hall on Monday
Im tttn? b r o he South African Institute of Race Relations.

Miss Ruth M. Neale, financial 
organiser of the institute, who is 

the Cape frorn the head- ^ J t o r s  m  the Transvaal, told a 
representative of The Argus to-day 
tha t all the films deal with the 
impact of Western civilisation on 
primitive African society in three 
different parts of the continent—
E a l f  Africa G°W Coast and

“All demonstrate how the 
African is assimilating a new 
technical and cultural back
ground,” she said.
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S.A. INSTITUTE OF 
RACE RELATIONS

Public Lecture
by

L. M. THOMPSON
M.A. (S.A.), M.A. (Oxon.) 

on
The Future of “ White 
Civilisation’’ in South 

Africa
CATHEDRAL HALL

QUEEN VICTORIA STREET, 
CAPE TOWN

8.15 p.m.
MONDAY, 8th November

N.B. In s titu te  m em b ers shou ld  
n o te  th a t  th is  lec tu re  tak es  the  
p iace  ol th e  rey o la r M uarteriv 

M eeting.
EVERYONE WELCOME

*lp—1179

CITY LECTURE
■ A P A ic lecture on the fu tu re 
' W hite civilization in South 
> Africa will be given by Mr. L. M. 

Thompson, of the University of 
Cape Town, a t 8 p.m. on Mon
day m the C athedral Hall under 
the auspices of the South African 
Institu te  of Race Relations.

CIVILISATION IN 
.  AFRICA
■VifAg f \ i i  rt i i  A  f “  w

“Doomed If It Is 
Exclusive”

014
ex

wi
i

The Europeans must be con
vinced that the policy of enforcing 
White supremacy is a dangerous 
policy, and the non-Europeans 
must progressively be admitted to 
the benefits of Western civilisation, 
said Mr. 15. M. Thompson, speak
ing on “The Future of White 
Civilisation in South Africa” at a 
meeting of the Institute of Race 
Relations in Cape Town last 
night.

Western civilisation was progres
sing faster in Africa than it had 
done anywhere else in the world, 
he said. In some parts Native 
representatives already constituted 
the ruling majorities in their 
parliaments, and in future they 
would only draw on European 
leadership as long as they required 
-*• and no longer.

If the opportunities were 
asped Western civilisation need 
it perish like its predecessors did. 
it if it supported group interests 
the exclusion of others it was

omed.
\  policy of progressive extension 

parliamentary representation 
DUld be vigorously pursued. A 
,rt should be made at once to 
do the harm already done.

IS
lower.”— (Sapa.)

European
T .  J L o
Domination 
“ Doomed ”
Mr. L. M. Thompson, a lecturer 

in history  a t the U niversity of 
Cape Town, - addressing the 
In stitu te  of Race Relations in the 
C athedral Hall, Cape Town, last 
night, said the urbanized Natives 
were now conscious of the 
the advantages of European 
civilization, but were denied the 
norm al privileges of th a t civi
lization. This led to friction and 
a feeling of frustration .

The freedom  attained by 
Eastern  races and the fact that 
N atives were now taking their 
seat on the legislative bodies in j 
C entral Africa were signs of the 
tim es, and he did not th ink  th e ; 
European could continue his 
dom ination of the N ative in 
South Africa.

This dom ination could possibly 
continue under an agricultural 
system, but it was doomed in 
the m odern age of industrializa
tion.
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Civil Rights Action Committee’s Meeting in 
Cape Town.

L ibera l Renaissance  ?

By  O. CALDECOTT

TT is often said that great achievements
have small beginnings, but few of the 

organisers of the meeting which gave 
birth to the Civil Rights Action Com
mittee could have dreamed of how vitally 
important to South Africa’s future their 
brain child was to become within the 
short space of two weeks. The outstand
ingly successful rally held in Cape Town’s 
City Hall on the 14th of September, how
ever, proved that a great responsibility 
rests on the Committee to carry forward 
the programme of revitalising democratic 
action which was foreshadowed in the 
speeches at the crowded citizens’ meeting. 

* * *

rJ '  11E ominous declarations made in the 
House of Assembly by the Prime 

Minister that the democratic rights of all 
non-Europeans in South Africa were to 
be whittled down, that the Government 
Spokesmen did not admit the moral force 
jf the Entrenched Clauses, that political 
apartheid was not a mere threat but very 
real promise, all these stimulated a 
number of Capetonians to convene a rep
resentative and semi-private gathering at 
which the gravity of the situation was ex
plained to the 100-odd people attending 
and a Committee elected to take 
immediate action before the end of the 
parliamentary session.

* * *

£ONSCIOUS that the most immediate 
threat from the Government was to 

the non-European sections of the com
munity, the Committee decided on the 
public meeting with the slogan: “ Defend 
the constitution — Defend the rights of 
all races.”

This slogan had a galvanising effect 
upon the Cape Town public which, although

the inheritors of a tradition famed for 
an “ un-South African liberalism,” had 
thus far seemed to be passive under the 
blows raining upon that tradition from 
the House of Assembly. Two thousand 
people succeeded in obtaining entry into 
the City Hall where Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, 
Mrs. Margaret Ballinger, Mr. Leo 
Marquard (of UDF Adult Education 
fame), Mr. G. E. Williamson (a promin
ent industrialist) and Senator Brookes — 
among others — urged resistance to any 
and all attacks upon such rights as the 
non-Euiopeans of South Africa possess, 
Many hundreds were, however, turned 
away after waiting many minutes in the 
wind and rain of an evening which was 
one of the nastiest of the declining winter.

-Jfr -»■ *

AT the meeting itself the speakers were 
placed on the platform before a 

battery of eminent citizeirs who were 
acting as patrons. Among these were 
prominent members of educational, politi
cal and religious circles in the city. The 
Rt. Rev. S. W. Lavis was in the chair 
and in his opening remarks he reminded 
the audience of a statement of the Angli
can Church pointing out the un-Christian 
basis of race prejudice and discrimination. 
The vigorous remarks from the Chairman 
set the tone for the rest of the meeting 
— a dignified and orderly meeting which, 
in the words of Senator Brookes, felt that 
leaders of liberal opinion should assert 
their right to say what they like, when 
they like, bow they like.

* * *

JNSP1RED by this meeting the Action 
Committee has decided to establish the 

Civil Rights League which will prosecute 
the campaign further until, one hopes.
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a really determined public opinion is 
built up not only in the Western Cape, 
but throughout the Union. , In this 
struggle there is nothing more necessary.

The proposals made both in Parliament 
and by Nationalist leaders outside the 
four walls of the legislature are depress
ing in the extreme for not only do they 
carry forward a pattern of existing dis
crimination but they envisage a funda
mental alteration in the constitutional 
structure of the state which will threaten 
the civil liberties of all sections of the 
population. The only effective reply to 
this brand of politics is a public opinion 
which is clear on the issues involved 
and determined to resist on a wide front 
any further encroachment on such rights 
as exist.

The Civil Rights League is and must 
remain a wide and representative front 
— at present it is actively supported by 
leading members of both church and 
public life united behind the view that 
(as the Action Committee said in its 
public statement early in September) “ no 
civilisation can flourish on the foundations 
of increasing oppression, friction and un
rest which will inevitably result from the 
withdrawal and whittling down of the 
rights of non-Europeans.”

*  *  -x-

rJMIE newly-formed League which will 
'ni.' 'open to all interested in the work 

begun by the Action Committee will initi
ally be a local affair but the committee is 
no doubt conscious that to be effective 
Civil Rights must spread beyond the 
borders of the Cape carrying its message 
that all is not yet Lst to other provinces. 
To do this, however, there must be 
persons in every town in the country 
actively working to repeat Cape Town’s 
success among their fellow-citizens so that 
if and when a national body is formed 
it grows UP from the people and is not 
imposed bureaucratically upon an 
apathetic unawakened public.

The dangers to the new movement are 
immense and obvious. The League must 
sail carefully between the Scylla of milk-

and-water platitudes and the Charybidis 
of unacceptable party politics, it must 
oppose equally totalitarianisms of what
ever political colour whilst yet providing 
a common platform for all who wish to 
see human rights preserved — and 
extended — in South Africa. The fine 
phrase must not become a substitute for 
the clear idea and the demand must ever 
be for a policy which sets South Africa 
on the correct path, firmly and unhesi
tatingly. In a race prejudiced environ
ment where civilisation is a skin quality 
and frankness is socially destructive, a 
movement like this will be met by sus
picion and hatred . . . and deliberate 
misrepresentation.

■x- -x 11
O U T  at least a portion of white and 

black South Africa is waiting for 
a liberal renaissance. It has I am con
vinced been waiting these past 38 years 
for it. Now, when the last traces of 
liberalism are to be eliminated from the 
Statute Book and the transport services, 
liberalism (humanism, tolerance, call it 
what you will) is offered a last chance. 
In our world of authoritarian “ all-or- 
nothing” an ideology either conquers or 
is conquered; the days of the half way 
house are gone. Politics are perhaps 
clearer, the choice less confused. In 
choosing to fight the deplorable proposals 
of the new government the Civil Rights 
movement is in no way bound to the past. 
It must look to the future, building its 
movement upon and deriving its strength 
trom the great reserve of real human 
brotherhood which (one trusts) lies below 
the surface of ingrained, conditioned race 
and class prejudice. If that reserve 
exists, Civil Rights will forestall the im
plementation of the government’s plans 
and will open the way for a democratic 
South Africa; if it doesn’t . . . well, there 
won’t be renaissance at all atid “ White 
Civilisation” — but not Western civilis
ation — will (temporarily) have con
quered. For it must be remembered that 
no civilisation upon an oligarchic “ pig- 
mentocracy ” can hope, in the last 
analysis to survive.
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i ! F i °  you know how the WestL J  Coast of Africa got its nick- 
s name of “The White Man’s 
s Grave”?
e Major Cecil Wolfe, the new 
e regional secretary in Cape Town 
j, °f the South African Institute of 
{ Race Relations, who retired last 
t year after 26 years in the Colonial 

Service in Nigeria and the British 
, Cameroons, explains th a t early in 
1 the century traders on the West 

Coast used to contract malaria 
; when they called with their ships.
; No cure for this disease was known 
; and the high death-rate resulted 

in them naming this steamy part 
; of Africa “The White Man’s 

Grave.”
“Up to about 1919,” he said, “the 

traders used to lie off-shore and do 
all their business on the beach. 
Even to-day inland on the West 
Coast you will find Natives who 
call the local store ‘the beach’ and 
the manager or owner ‘the 
skipper.’ ”

Major Wolfe was born in  Kenil
worth, went to Bishops, and after 
serving in the First World War 
joined the Colonial Service in 1921.

He started off as a  district officer 
in Nigeria and finished up as an 
acting judge of the High Court in  
the Cameroons, a  country he 
describes as one of the wettest in  
the world with its 400 inches of 
rain a  year.

"When I  first
I—----------------- - went to the

\  Coast,” he said,

“ c a  n  n  i balism
( '* ,  "t . > ! ■  was still prac- 

 ̂ tised, and our

.Mta.-, mi messengers were : very averse to
going into other 
provinces f o r  
fear of being 
popped i n t o  
someone's cook

ing-pot.
“Had I  not 

resigned owing 
to  ill health 

last year I  would probably have 
been the judge appointed to try 
the famous ‘ Leopard Men ’ 
murders.”

Major Wolfe was in the British 
Territorial Army for 22 years, but 
in the last war could not be 
released for active service.

“The authorities gave me a  dual 
job in Nigeria,” he said. “I  was 
a travelling magistrate and a t the 
same time had to arrange for the 
demolition of tin  mines and rubber 
plants should the Italians make 
a break through the Sudan.” 

Major Wolfe says th a t even 
though Cape Town-born he feels 
like a  stranger in a  strange land 
as the city has altered so much 
since his youth.

Major Wolfe
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By Means of the Laubach Method

Every Person in South 
Learn to Read and Writ

The writer, who lives in 
Johannesburg.

D
r  f r a n k  l a u b a c h ,

the American literacy 
expert, who has been 
touring S o u t h e r n  
Africa, is a man you 
would notice ■ ir  a 

crowd and probably tu rn  round 
to  look at. He has th a t kind of 
personality. Not th a t there is 
anything flamboyant in his ap
pearance. Medium height, broads 
shouldered and clean-shaven, 
w ith large, capable - looking 
hands, he dresses modestly in a 
blue serge suit, and has a slow 
drawl th a t has carrying-power 
yet rarely  seems to be pitched 
above conversational level.

His eyes light up the chare- 
er of the man. They are cal. , 
ool grey and inquiring, beneath , 
ashy eyebrows. They ai u the j 

eyes of a man who has seen j 
much to pity in this world. They 
are the eyes of a man who, 
from  being a humble missionary 
buried in the backblocks of the 
Phillipines, has set fo rth  with 
unflagging Christian zeal to 
spread the gospel of “let them 

t* read and w rite” to the unlet- 
'r»-ed millions of the world. 

auth'oc[ay Dr Laubach is an 
king, ority  who is consulted by 
comm Si Yet he still keeps the 
his go .0n touch, and still finds 
ing t  reatest happiness in bring- 
and k.he light of understanding 
word t -nowledge of the w ritten  
ward, o the ignorant and back-

“The secret lie s  in  the phonetic approach— that is, 
u sin g  the sound of a sy llab le  in  association  w ith  
a fam iliar p icture, the p icture in its  turn being  
m ade the b asis o f a consonant or vow el. For  
exam ple the le tter  ‘o’ can m ost eas ily  be 
im pressed on the lay  mind by draw ing a p icture  
of a man w ith  h is  m outh w ide open in th e shape  

of an ‘o’.”

By MAIDA W HYTE
(Education Officer o f the South A frican  Institu te  

of Race R ela tions).

His contacts since he and his 
son, RobtTt, who acts as his 
secretary, la n d ed  on the W est : 
A frican ' coa.st last December 
have ranged .from the heads of 
S tates like H;aile Selassie, and : 
King Farouk, to tribesmen in j 
the ru ra l villages of the Congo r 
and the Rhodfsias—his m yriad • 
potential pupils whom he re
gards as b ro thers in need.

How does he set about this 
gigantic tasvk, remembering all 
the difficulties of dealing with 
millions of people whose lan
guages an,d dialects have, in 
many cas-es, never e«en been 
com m itted to paper? The. secret 
lies in the phorjetic approach— 
th a t iri, using the sound of a 
sy llable in assdeiation with a 
p ic tu re  fam iliar to the audience, 
the picture, in its tu rn , being 
mad e the basis of a consonant. 
o. wowel. For example, the let
te r  “0 ” can most easily be im- 
pre ssed on the lay mind by

v draw ing a picture of a man w 
his mouth wide open in tl, - 
shape of an “0 .”

To appreciate w hat this means 
in sim plifying the learning of 
an alphabet, take the case of 
the Ethiopian language used in 
Abyssinia, which has 250 let
ters. Applying his method, Dr 

•VLaubach reduced this to 35, 
using easily-remembered pic
tures as a basis for form ing the 
shapes of the consonants and 
vowels.

Or take the H ausa language 
of N igeria. Here Dr Laubach 
created an alphabet knowledge 
easily digested by using fam iliar 
objects like a curved knife, the 
shape of which resembles a 
“T,” the curly horn of an ox 
which in profile looks like an 
“ S,” the shape of a stork’s head 
and back which is “Z” in es- 
sence.

To obtain the most ap t choice, 
of symbols for the required 
sounds, Dr Laubach uses a team 
composed of a rtis ts  and lin
guists. .

This was the set-up provided 
here in South A frica by the In 
stitute of Race Relations which 
had already, for some 18 months, 
been evolving a technique for

j.v in g  “ stream -lined” literacy 
instruction in the two official * 
languages and in four vernacu
lars.

South A frica’s literacy prob
lem is th is : I t  has about 
6,000,000 non-Europeans (about 
75 per cent, of the population) 
who cannot read or write, a 
large proportion of whom are 
adults in work and who cannot 
therefore obtain any instruction 
in the ordinary schools for chil
dren. There are seven m ajor 
N ative dialects—Zulu, Xhosa, 
Sotho, ’Tswana, Pedi, Shangaan, 
and Venda. I t is obvious th a t 
instruction?s«dn be much more 
quickly. giVen in the dialects 
than in w hat is for the bulk of 
N atives a ,. foreign language. 
Thus English, because of its 
spelling and.., aberrations from  
phonetic practice, is the most 
difficult of all languages to sim
plify-Before tackling the dialects, 
D r Laubach travelled round the 
Union. He was accompanied by 
myself—I have been responsible 
for adapting the Laubach 
method here—and Mr Basil 
Holt, field officer with the In sti
tu te  of Race Relations.

Dr Laubach visited the Ciskei,

paused a t Bloemfontein crossed 
into Basutoland, and then re 
tu rned to Johannesburg, where 
a team  of a rtis ts  and linguists 
were assembled in the basement 
lib rary  of the Institu te  m  the 
University of the W itw aters- 
rand. They included Mr Ohlsen, 
a Swedish entomologist who has 
done much Sketching fo r Dr 
Laubach, and linguists like P ro
fessor C. M. Doke (head of the 
D epartm ent of Bantu Studies a t 
the W itw atersrand U niversity, 
whose massive Zulu dictionary 
has ju st been published), and 
lecturers from  the same D epart
ment who. speak both Sotho 
dialects as well as ’Tswana. 
Shangaan and Venda, Zulu and 
Xhosa.



Africa Can
C harts were sw iftly drawn up 

of the agreed symbols. I t  was 
fascinating to watch how effec
tive these picture-symbols were 
in impressing one mixed party  
of illiterate Natives who had 
faeen collected from  the Employ- 
jment Bureau. Fascinating and 
rewarding, too, was it to see the 
delight—afte r initial em barrass
ment and shyness—with which 
the pupils registered their recog
nition of the various sounds em
bodied in the drawings.

Dr Laubach, when demon
stra ting  with a pupil, took time 
off to repeat many maxims on 
the a r t of gaining the confidence 
of an illiterate. “Never tell a 
man he is wrong,” he said.

(Continued on page 105)

Frank Laubach, apostle of mass literacy,” whose phonetic alphabet 
enabled 250,000,000 people to read and write in 152 different 

languages.

Every Person in South Africa 
Can Learn to Read and Write

(Continued from  page 31)

“Never chide him. Remember 
you are dealing with a sensitive 
person, although he may not be 
able to read and write. He is 
hyper-conscious of his back
wardness, and you must build 
up his self-esteem.”

Dr Laubach made it clear a t 
another point th a t the ordinary 
style of teaching current in 
class-rooms was not a t all suit
able fo r literacy instruction 
which was most effective when 
it was individual. The slogan 
was, “Each one Teach one,” and 
he declared th a t he had never 
found any reluctance among 
newly-literate people to pass on 
their knowledge. “They are 
proud and happy to do so.”

Dr Laubach is on the consulta
tive committee of U.N.E.S.C.O., 
which has named illiteracy as its 
p riority  ta rge t, fo r no less than 
60 per cent, of the human race 
cannot read or write. He has 
helped to make lessons in 152 

i languages which are phonetical
ly spelt, and since this discov
ery 250,000,000 adults have 
learnt to read and w rite in this 
phonetic way.

In Mexico alone 1,000,000 
adults a year are becoming 
literate. In China 50,000,000 
have been taught. The problem 
'■remains a gigantic one in 
Vfrica, for there are many parts  
f the continent where not more 

/ian  one per cent, are literate. 
- Speaking to one audience of 
business men in Johannesburg, 
Dr Laubach put the blunt ques
tion: “Do you w ant your Native 
people to learn how to read and

w rite? Will it spoil your labour 
m arket?”

The broad answer to this was 
everything depended w hat the 
people were given to read once 
they had acquired the ability.

Dr Laubach told his listeners 
tha t they could not, in any event, 
halt the upw ard march of pro
gress, nor, on ethical and Chris
tian  grounds, could the righ t to 
acquire reading and w riting 
ability be denied. “W hether you 
like it or not, I don’t  th ink you 
can stop it now.”

The problem now was not how 
to make people literate , but how 
to make literacy safe. “W hether 
it will become a curse depends 
on w hat we do about the lite ra
tu re  which is circulated among 
the people. This post-literacy 
task  is, in many ways, more 
vital than  the initial one of 
p rim ary instruction. I t  resolves 
itself into the science of making 
tru th  and wholesome things fas
cinating.”

Dr Laubach’s visit is not like
ly to be forgotten easily. L iter
acy classes had been established 
before. Already the Union De
partm ent of Education is sub
sidising experim ental work ca r
ried out by the Institu te  of Race 
Relations to the extent of about 
£1,500 a year. Dr Laubach has 
stim ulated the efforts now being 
made in the Union by his single- 
minded zeal. The next two or 
three years should see a notable 
step forw ard in m aking South 
A frica a country where all can 
read and write. Such an ad
vance will surely m ark an epoch.

~ Y*C I
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Plight of Native
*Hv£cllO()Is *«• ,
JOHANNESBURG. — Two of 

:t?e Prlggest p rim ary  schools in 
the Moroka squa tte rs’ township 
cannot be registered with the 
Union Education D epartm ent 
because they have no proper 
classrooms, an official of the 
houth A frican In stitu te  of Race 
Relations said yesterday.

“ One of these schools, which 
Vu00 children, is , in the 

veld, the official said. “ There 
is no protection from  the sun 
classeWhen ^  ra *ns’ *hcre are no

s h e d ° ^ er  *s held in a cow-
They w ere receiving a sub

sidy of £160 a m onth from  the 
Bantu W elfare Trust.
• Qualified N ative teachers
in these schools w ere sacrificing 
p art of the ir salaries so tha t 
some education should be avail
able to the children 

Thousands of children in 
M oroka tow nship could not get 
into school, he added, and thou
sands m ore would d rift into idle
ness and bad habits if improvised 
schools had to close down.— 
(Sapa.)
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To See Union 
for Herself

Woman Will Give 
Uno a Report

Public speaker, city councillor, 
journalist . and organiser, Miss 
Monica Whately has arrived in 
South Africa to learn about the 
Union’s problems.

She expects to spend about six 
months in the Union to attend 

the conference 
on race 1 rela
tions in Cape 
Town on Janu
ary 15.

She will sub
mit a report on 
her visit to the 
S e c r e t a r y -  
General of the 
United Nations 
and she has 
been asked to 
write articles 
and to speak 
and broadcast 
when she re

turns to Britain.
“South Africa has been in the 

news a great deal lately,” said
Miss Whately to a representa
tive of The Argus, “partly
through events at Uno and also 
because of the change of Gov
ernment. There has been a great 
deal of argument one way and 
another about conditions in the 
Union, and I decided the best 
way of getting a true picture 
was to come and see for
myself.”
Miss Whately did famine relief 

work in Europe after the first 
world war, visiting Austria, Hun
gary, Poland and the frontiers of 
Russia and Germany.

In 1932, she went with the late 
Miss Ellen Wilkinson, M.P., to 
visit India on the invitation of 
the Indian people.

EAST END COUNCILLOR
For nine years she represented 

Limehouse on the London County 
Council.

At the request of women’s 
organisations in Britain she 
visited Germany during the Hitler 
regime to try to obtain the release 
of women imprisoned without trial 
for the alleged misdemeanours of 
their menfolk.

She was twice in Spain in the 
Civil War, and was there again as 
recently as October, 1946.

One of Miss Whately’s recent 
visits to Europe was to gain infor
mation about the work of the 
Save the Children’s Fund.

Miss Whately
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RACE PREJUDICE
From Miss J. E. C. ROWLAND 

(1, Illovo Court, Beach
Road, Three Anchor Bay):*

I should like to thank  you for 
the publicity given to the vote of 
thanks proposed by m e to Advo
cate Molteno at the luncheon of 
the Business and P rofessional 
Women’s Club which appeared 
in the Cape Times on Friday.

I should like, however, to say  
tha t the point I stressed was not 
tha t our non-Europeans should 
be asked to give an occasional 
address but th a t Coloured and 
Native women should be invited 
to become m em bers of the club 
and that by contact w ith presen t 
members something m ight be 
done to overcome race prejudice.

t

/i 3 w -. j . * ^

Women and 
Welfare of 
Non-Europeans
A suggestion th a t non-Euro- 

: pean business or professional 
. women be invited to speak at 
[ m eetings of the Business and 

Professional W omen’s Club in 
v the New Year, was m ade by 
, Miss E. C. Rowland a t the 
i Club's lunch in Cape Town 

on Wednesday.
The exchange of opinions 

would, she suggested, be a help 
in breaking down the great wall 
of m isunderstanding which 
existed between Europeans and • 
non-Europeans in the Union.

Miss Rowland proposed a vote 
of thanks to Mr. D. B. Molteno. 
who had addressed the Club on 

‘ the activities of the Institu te-o f 
Race Relations, of which he is 
regional representative in  the 
Cape W estern Area.

Instancing the social w ork 
which the Institu te  had done for 

‘ the social w elfare of non-Euro
peans, he said th a t it had 
created an organization to give 
legal aid to the poor—particu 
larly  the non-Europeans.



I

HUMAN RIGHTS 
IN UNION

Racial Problem to 
be Discussed
(The Argus C o rre sp o n d en t)

Johannesburg, Tuesday.
For two days before the Council 

of the South African Institute of 
Race Relations holds its annual 
meeting in Cape Town from 
Wednesday to Friday of next 
week, it will confer on “Human 
rights in a multi-racial society.

One of the primary aims of the 
conference is to see how far South 
Africa falls short of the inter
national declaration of human 
rights, and to what extent the 
declaration’s ideals can be realised 
in the Union within a reasonable

PeAmong the speakers will be 
Mrs. A. W. Hoernle, Professor D. 
Hobart Houghton, Mr. R. E. van 
der Ross and Mr. D. G. fa. 
Mtimkulu or Mr. D. B. Molteno.

Sir Fraser Russell, retired Chief 
Justice of Southern Rhodesia, will 
open the council meeting. Senator 
E. H. Brookes will give his presi
dential address.

_
T H E  S .A . IN S T IT U T E  O F  

R A C E  R E L A T IO N S

FILM SHOW
On WEDNESDAY. 19tK

a t 8.15 p.m. 
in  the

HIDDINGH HALL
Government Avenue

show ing •

“T H E  W O R L D  
IS R IC H ”

a food problem  p ic tu re  and  four 
o th er films of general in terest. 
M .  —<f Phone 3-2318. *lp—2186

T H E  S .A . IN S T IT U T E  OF! 
R A C E  R E L A T IO N S

ANNUAL

Council Meeting
to  be  opened  by

SIR  F R A S E R  R U SSE L L , 
K .B .E .

at 9.30 a.m.
PR ESID EN TIA L ADDRESS: 

S u rvey  o f R a c e  R ela tion s
SE N . T H E  H O N . E D G A R  

H . B R O O K E S
> a t  10 a.m .

W E D N E S D A Y , 19th JA N .
1949, a t the

H ID D IN G H  H A L L
GOVERNMENT AVENUE

Also
A nnual G eneral M eeting of 

M embers
5 p.m .

P h one 3-2318. ‘ Ip—2187

Non-European Policies
rp H E  Institu te  of Race Relations has 

never ceased to provide useful sum 
m aries of our racial problems. The latest 
booklet, “A partheid ahd other Policies”, 
w ritten  by Q uintin W hyte, should serve 
to stim ulate a m ore com petent public 
discussion of the non-European question 
than  has recently been in  evidence on 
political platform s. Catchwords and 
prejudices so much obscure the 
atm osphere th a t clear thinking becomes 
m ore difficult w ith every year—or 
election—which passes. All the more 
need, therefore, for a constant p resen ta
tion of the argum ents and facts 
concerning the situation in which a 
European dom inant people find them selves 
in control of a non-European populace four 
tim es the ir own num ber. The present 
booklet looks into a num ber of competing 
policies—“bits and pieces of assimilation, 
segregation, parallelism , apartheid  and 
C hristian  trusteesh ip”. The final decision 
of the au thor is th a t a single uniform  
p atte rn  cannot be forced on either 
European or non-European. W hat he 
makes abundantly  clear in his analysis is 
th a t this crucial problem  of racial relations 
has to be dealt w ith on a dem ocratic basis 
to have real hope of success. There may 
have to be diversities in practice, 
according to local conditions, but nothing 
should depart from  “holding fast to 
principle and denying the validity  of any 
m easure th a t infringes the sanctity  of 
hum an personality  and living”. A final 
quotation serves to drive the thought 
home: “This much is certain—‘a social 
order based on the denial of democracy 
is bound to deterio rate  unless it learns 
to transform  its processes of coercion into 
processes of consent’.” If w hat is called 
“W estern civilization” is to subsist in 
Southern A frica can it afford to ignore 
dem ocratic principles regarding non- 
European peoples? The booklet should- 
stim ulate its 're a d e rs  to th ink  of the 
answer.

I



Natives Learning To Be Bricklayers

Mr. B. J. Schoeman, M inister 
of Labour, who inspected  
N ative artisans at Zwelitsha, 
near King W illiam ’s Town, 
last w eek, said the Govern
m en t’s policy was to develop 
the training of N atives in  their 
own areas for w ork in their 
own areas, and to safeguard  
European workers from  un
fair com petition by Natives in 
European areas. (Above): 
Native trainees at Zw elitsha  
are seen learning bricklaying. 
Of 87 pupils on a six  m onths’ 
course in  bricklaying, paint
ing, carpentry, plum bing and 
electric wiring, 63 passed. 
(R igh t): A four-room house, 
built by Natives for Natives 
in the Zw elitsha N ative tow n
ship. The purchase price is 
£450 and the rent £ 2  a m onth.



conference on

Minister Concerned 
at Problem

The problem of Native squatters 
1n the Peninsula will be discussed 
f e  m e  Minister of Native Affairs 
and representatives of various 
municipalities and the Cape Divi
sional Council at a conference m 
nano Town on Friday.

Representatives of the following 
town councils will attend th® 
ing, which, it is understood, will 
be held in the Cape Divisional 
Council chamber: Bellvine, Dur- 
banville, .Goodwood, - Parow, Fish 
Hoek, Pinelands and Milnerton.

It is understood the Minister 
is concerned at the position in 
many parts of the Peninsula, 
where Natives are squatting 
under most unhygienic condi
tions.

HOPELESS TASK
Some months ago at Goodwood 

the authorities attempted to con
trol the building of pondokkies by 
demolishing all those found 
course of construction, but it 
proved a hopeless task.

As one shanty was pulled down 
five others were put up.

Mr. A. J. van Niekerk, Mayor of 
Bellville, recently mentioned a 
scheme under which Native squat
ters in the three northern muni- . 
cin-slities would be removed to a 
site on the Cape Flats until a I 
permanent housing scheme was 
devised.

Demolishing squatters’ hovels 
would not help, he thought, as 
Natives had to live somewhere, 
and it would only mean that 
other pondokkies would be built 
elsewhere.
Meanwhile the position was 

deteriorating and he felt there was 
entire lack of control among the 
squatters.
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Native Says “Prince 
Sold “Exemptions

from Taxes”
*

Johannesburg, Tuesday.

O A S  D E JA S M A R C H  M IK A E L  IN D A C A C H O ,
i t  described in a booklet handed into court as His Royal 
Highness and head of the Ethiopian Imperial Legation of 
ludah; King of Kings,”  appeared at a preparatory examination 
of an allegation of falsitas in the Magistrate s Court to-day.

The booklet stated that the head 
offices of the legation in South 
Africa were in Port Elizabeth and 
that there were branches in all 
the principal South African 
towns, and abroad.

It is alleged that Indacacho 
pretended to a number of 
Natives that* he could create 
them Ethiopian subjects and 
thus exempt them from the pass 
laws and tax Acts of the Union.
Garden Mtuinzie said he was 

secretary of the Sophiatown 
branch of Indacacho s organisa
tion. He joined it in 1945 and was 
given a booklet and a certificate. 
When he got these documents he 

, stopped paying poll tax and 
stopped carrying a pass.

He believed the documents 
exempted him from carrying a 
pass and paying taxes. He was 
told that Indacacho was a prince 
of Abyssinia. „ J ,

When he joined Indacacho 
asked him where he was born.

“I told him in Zululand. He 
said that it did not matter 
because we all came from Ethiopia 
and he had come to free us from 
oppression.” . .

Mtuinzie said people who joined 
the organisation paid 7s. 6d. for 
the booklet describing the lega
tion organisation, £1 for the certi
ficate of membership and 2s. 6d. 
for a ribbon in the colours of the 
Ethiopian flag.

Mtuinzie said that as secretary 
of the Sofiatown branch he 

; enrolled 1,083 members.—Sapa.
I (Proceeding.)

Garment Workers’

HUMAN r ig h t s  
IN UNION

Discussion at City 
11 Conference

No country in the world has yet 
achieved a full implementation 
human rights, said Mrs. • 
wnprnle at a conference of me 
I a . institute of Race Relations 
in Cape Town to-day.

■Rut- she said, it was a great
human achievement to have the
question discussed in the Unitec 
Nations debates.

One of the primary aims of the 
inotitnte’s two-day conference is 
to see how Tar South Africa falls 
short of the international declara 
tion of human rights and to 
what extent the ideals of the

S T ' A f f i c T U  a mulU-mcial 
society -  within a measurable 
period.”

Mr D B. Molteno spoke this j 
. . afternoon oh the right to personal j 

j. liberty.
■ 1 The institute’s annual council I 

i. meeting begins on Wednesday.

New Race 
i Relations jl* 
Bureau fhM

University Plan at 
Stellenbosch

PAARL. A development taU-- 
ing place at Stellenbosch Univer
sity was the  establishm ent of a 
bureau to assist the public in
and31 N attterS Where Europeans an.“  Natives were concerned 
said Mr. M. J. O livier o® the 
E ^Pfrtm ent of Bantu Studies at! 

(Stellenbosch University, in an 
address at P aarl yesterday !

Mr Olivier said the intention! 
was to establish branches every-
S o ermatinnUPPT  the public with .form ation and provide a ser
vice which would benefit both
Tone T 0,?6311 and N ative sec- tions of the country.

M ?•? sa*d tha t a survey of the 
NatiVe population of P aarl and 
district was being undertaken
of B r n i tu ^ tU ^ 6 DePa r tment
S o , S i t i S l ?  stellen~:

J t  t t v  £ y j“ ,,A»/“ »!
v iS 'VeS l n '°  ,he P rS i
its impact SeTeral l0Wns had fe]f ! us impact. In certain areas the
Native population had ou h
rupled itself and this was ari
unbalanced increase which had
given rise to an acute housing'
(SapaT  m respect of Natives.—
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DISCUSSIONS ON 
UNO CHARTER

"DISCUSSING “ The Rights to Personal Liberty” at a 
conference in Cape Town yesterday, Mr. D. B. 

Molteno said that South Africa was standing at the cross
roads in its attitude to this subject.

“We can attem pt to bring our 
laws and practices into line with 
those of W estern civilization,’’ he 
said.

“Or we can deny the values of 
such civilization, and thus risk 
our outlaw ry among nations. 
That, a t least, would be an 
honest, if ultim ately disastrous, 
'course.

“Or we can pretend tha t we 
in fact practise the precepts of 
the United N ations’ Declaration 
on Hum an Rights. T hat would 
be the most disastrous course 
of all, because it would be 
false. A com munity whose 
spiritual existence is founded on 
a falsehood will perish as surely 
as did Sodom and G om orrah.”

Mr. Molteno began his address 
by saying th a t the United States 
Suprem e Court had defined fun
dam ental rights and freedoms 
seyeral times.

One of these definitions laid 
down th a t liberty  in its broad 
sense m eant the right, not only 
of freedom  from actual servi
tude. im prisonm ent or restra in t, 
but the right of a m an to use 
his faculties in all lawful ways; 
tp live and w ork w here he 
w anted to; to earn  his liveli
hood in any calling; to pursue 
any lawful trade or avocation.

INFRINGEMENTS
All laws which im paired or 

tram elled these rights, lim iting 
the individual in the choice of a 
trade or profession, or confining 
him to live in any specified 
locality, or excluding him from 
his own house or restrain ing his 
otherw ise lawful movements, 
were infringem ents of the funda
m ental rights of liberty  which 
were under constitutional pro
tection.

He (Mr. Molteno) had never 
read or conceived a better 
definition o f. personal liberty  
than this, and it had been closely 
followed in the United Nations' 
Declaration.

T hat Declaration, however, 
had only the force of m oral
suasion.

OF LIMITED APPLICATION
The conception of personal 

liberty  was, no doubt, applied to 
Europeans in South Africa as 
fully as anyw here in the world. 
To the non-Europeans—more 
particu larly  the N atives—its 
application was of the most 
lim ited character imaginable.

The Union S tatu te - book 
abounded in laws authorizing the 
a rrest and detention of the 
individual and the invasion of 
the privacy of his home w ithout 
p rior sanction front any kind of 
judicial au thority  and a t the 
whim of sem i-literate—some
tim es totally illitera te—police 
officers.

developed he should be adm itted 
to equal rights to other m em bers 
of civilized society.

M inority groups also had the 
right to legislation to protect 
their own particu la r way of life.

The general them e of the con
ference, which is being held 
under the auspices of the South 
African Institu te  of Race Rela
tions and the C hristian  Council, 
is the consideration of “Human 
Rights in a M ulti - Racial 
Society”.

The discussion was opened by 
an address from  Mrs. A. W. 
Hoernle, in which she outlined 
the articles of the United 
Nations C harter on H um an 
Rights.

NOT GUARANTEED
The D eclaration of Rights 

adopted by the United Nations 
was far from  being a guaranteed 
system, she said. I t  was ra th e r 
a statem ent of the principles 
needed if m an was to be able 
to achieve the best in him.

The lim iting factors were 
the inborn potentialities of each 
hum an individual and the social 
systems in which hum an beings 
lived.

The D eclaration set a standard  
by which societies and nations 
could be judged according to the 
opportunities they gave for the 
unfolding of the hum an per-j 
sonality.

The Rev. H. P. Junod, who 
opened the discussion on Mrs. 
H oernle’s address, suggested 
that individuals should have 
duties imposed on them  corre-, 
sponding to the rights they werej 
granted. This was specially tru e 1 
when dealing w ith re ta rd e d 1 
peoples.

He had noticed th a t people' 
were very keen on the ir funda
m ental rights, but were less 
enthusiastic about the ir duties 
to society.

DUTIES TO DEMOCRACY
Mr. J. D. .Rheinallt Jones said 

he thought the duties m entioned 
by Mr. Junod should be to 
support lawful and democratic; 
government. One of the ways! 
to do this would be th a t every-! 
one w ith  the franchise should 
exercise his righ t to vote,

The other duties would be to 
help in m aintaining law  and 
order, to contribute to the 
common good by doing one’s 
share of work and to pay taxa 
tion to the S ta te  according to 
one’s ability to do so.

Professor D. D. T. Jabavu  said 
the A frican’s concept of life had 
been th a t righ t lay in the hands 
of the conqueror.

In tribal life, dignity  was not 
equal for all individuals. A 
man acquired dignity through 
age, experience or the signs of



judicial au thority  and a t the 
whim of sem i-literate—some
tim es totally illitera te—police 
officers.

RIGHTS RESTRICTED
“Mass police . raids and 

searches, which invite the prac- 
itice of police licence, a re  char
acteristic features of our 

| system  of adm inistration ,” he 
said. “The right of m ovement 
w ithout official authorization is 
likewise restricted  in degrees of 
varying severity  in various parts 
of the country.

“By various legislative means, 
both d irect and indirect, the 
rights of freedom  of avocation 

;and contract are likewise 
i restricted. To the whole African 
population free property  rights 

jare, in practice, totally denied,
! w hether inside the so-called 
Reserves, or outside.

“For other classes of non- 
Europeans, such rights are 

jseverely lim ited.”
| South A frica’s destiny .d id  not 
lie w ith the nations and peoples 
inside the am bit of the power 

] system of the Soviet Union, 
i which, no doubt, did not practice 
| personal liberty  as defined in the 
; Declaration.
j It lay. instead, w ith the nations 
of W estern Europe and America 
and those of Asia, A ustralasia 
and A frica which stood w ith 

j them.
South A frica was at the cross

roads.
COURSE AT UNO

Opening the discussion on Mr. 
Molteno's address, Mr. M aurice 

I Webb said he was glad that 
South Africa had taken the 
course she did at UNO. The 
Union. as now constituted, would 
find it impossible to subscribe to 
m any points in the Declaration.

It was better to adm it the 
use and justice of the docu
ment, but to say quite 
honestly that, as the country 
was constituted at present, it 
could not subscribe to that 
document.
The m ain hum an rights that 

the Union could hope to imple
m ent w ithin a reasonable time 
were the right of freedom of 
worship; freedom from  arb itra ry  
arrest or detention; the right to 
own property; the righ t of 
free speech, and the right to 
equal education and freedom  of 
opportunity  in any lawful 
occupation.

“ QUITE LEGITIMATE”
In answ er to questions, Mr. 

Molteno said tha t any law to 
^maintain civilization was quite 
legitim ate, but he did not sub
scribe to the term  “W hite civili
zation” because as soon as 
anyone becam e sufficiently

In triba l life, dignity  was not 
equal for all individuals. A 
m an acquired dignity  through 
age, experience or the signs of 
economic success—his wealth, in 
the num ber of cattle he owned.

ELDERS FLOUTED
In m odern South Africa, how

ever, young men stood up and 
waggled their fingers in the 
faces of the ir elders.

Dr. O. D. Wolheim said he 
could not wholly agree about 
the need for fundam ental duties 
tow ards society.

Indians and Natives in South 
Africa had duties imposed on 
them  w ithout having corre
sponding freedom s and rights.

Senator Dr. E. H. Brookes, the 
chairm an, said it was significant 
tha t only four m em bers of tv,e 
United Nations had not signed 
the declaration. These were the 
Soviet Union, the Ukraine, Saudi 
A rabia and the Union.

The conference will resume 
this morning.

Colour Question
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UNHAPPY events in Durban 
give special significance to 

the deliberations, to be held in 
the Hiddingh Hall this week, of 
the S.A. Institute of Race 
Relations.

Sadly missed will be the pre
sence of Mr. J. H. Hofmeyr, who 
launched the Hoernle memorial 
lecture in 1945 with that often- 
quoted address “Christian Prin
ciples and Race Relations.”

M A N Y  SP E A K E R S
There will, however, be no lack 

of talent among those who are 
to read papers at this year’s 
mppline Mr. J. D. Rheinallt 
Jones will replace Mr. Hofmeyr 
on the theme of Trusteeship, 
and will also give a paper on 
South-West Africa.

M r. Rheinallt Jones

Others taking part are Mr. A. 
A Roberts, Secretary of Educa
tion, Mrs. Maida Whyte (whose 
‘streamlined’ literacy exP®r*' 
ments enjoy Government sup
port), Professor A. C. Cilliers, 
Senator Edgar H. Brookes, Mr. L. 
M. Thompson and Mr. A. b. 
Welsh, as well as African leaders 
like Professor Z. K. Matthews 
and R. H. Godlo.
f t C T T

“PRINCE” IN 
COURT

Evidence Given 
by Bishop
Johannesburg, Monday.

The preparatory examination of 
allegations of falsitas at which 
Ras Dejasmarch Mikale Inda- 
cacho, who claims that he is an 
Ethopian prince, is appearing was 
resumed in the Magistrate’s Court 
to-day.

It is alleged that Indacacho 
between 1945 and 1948 pretended 
to a number of Natives that ne 
could make them Ethopian sub
jects and thus exempt from the 
pass laws and the poll tax.

Booklets and membership certi
ficates, alleged to have been issued 
from Indacacho’s “legation” in 
Port Elizabeth, were handed Into 
court.

Among the Natives gathered in 
the court to-day were some wear
ing sashes in the Ethopian 
colours.

Yussuf Bokhari, manager of a 
firm of printers, gave evidence of 
orders for legation certificates and 
cards.

“On January 19,” he said, “Inda- 
cacho came to my office and 
ordered 600 circulars calling on 
members of the Coptic Church to 
attend a farewell party in his 
honour on the occasion of his 
return to Abyssinia.”

Darius Lelolane Kwappe said he 
was a bishop of a section of the 
Coptic Church of Abyssinia. He 
first met Indacacho at a church 
in Alexandra.

“Indacacho said he had come 
to start the Coptic Church of 
Abyssinia and to bring freedom. 
He said he was standing for the 
rights of the African—that he had 
come to free them from all 
oppression.”—Sapa. A ( L f r W

(Proceeding’ ^
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U.S. Petition 
to Legalize 
Mercy Killing

NEW YORK.—a  petition  
for the law to perm it 
vo lun tary  m ercy - killing 
under careful safeguards 
has been signed by 379 
P ro testan t and Jew ish 
m inisters of New Y ork 
State.

I t is the largest group of 
religious leaders ever pub
licly to advocate eu tha
nasia, w hich is now pun ish 
able as m urder in  all 48 
States of the  U nited S tates

A sim ilar petition w as 
m ade in  1947 by m ore than  
1,000 New Y ork physicians
— (Sapa-Reuter.)
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By Donald B.

IN the years 1936 and 1937 a legislative 
basis was laid for a projected policy 

of segregation (apartheid). Africans 
were prohibited fx-om purchasing or 
leasing land both in  u rban  areas and in 
the ru ra l areas outside the scheduled 
Native reserves. Provision was made 
for the addition to the la tte r of certain  
areas—chiefly in  the T ransvaal—which 
were already largely occupied by 
Africans in  the capacity of tenants or 
servants of European land owners. 
Drastic restrictions were imposed upon 
the en try  of Africans into u rban  areas, 
and upon the residence in  these of such 
as were already there, or whose entry 
was tem porarily  to be perm itted. Even 
on European-owned farm s, a system was 
envisaged for the lim itation of labour 
tendencies and the penalisation of 
“ squatter ” tendencies. In the political 
field an im potent N atives’ R epresentative 
Council was established, and the extent 
of A frican representation  in Parliam ent 
was pegged in term s of a small m inority 
of elected European representatives.

Since 1936 there is not a single aspect 
of this policy which, under the pressure 
of economic and social realities, has not 
broken down. The u rban  A frican 
population, in response to the industrial 
dem and for labour, has steadily grown. 
Overcrowding and poverty have speeded 
the m igration from  the reserves, which, 
nevertheless, still rem ain disastrously 
overcrowded. So far from  the projected 
restrictions on A frican residence on 
European farm s having proved practic
able of application, farm ers’ represen ta
tives have made the walls of P arliam ent
r i n g1 w i t h  t h p i r  H p m  A f r i  n o n

Native Policy
Ideas that Have 
Failures
Molteno, M.P.
arid resources are to come? In  ten  years 
as a m em ber of the House of Assembly 
I have never heard anything but opposi
tion from the N ationalist benches to 
expenditure on A frican education and 
development, however modest in  amount, 
however necessary its object.

Nor, fu rther, does the statem ent 
suggest th a t there has even been 
investigation into the practicability  of 
large-scale regional planning in relation 
to the N ative areas. W ith the exception 
of the Transkei and a portion of Zulu- 
land, the reserves consist of small 
scattered te rrito ria l units, incapable of 
development, servicing and industria lisa
tion on a regional basis.

W hat kind of overall p lan  is it con
ceived could be applied to the 
fragm ented reserves and released 
areas of the Eastern, N orthern  and 
W estern T ransvaal, to m inute and 
isolated Thabanchu and W itzieshoek in 
the F ree S tate, to the arid  . enclaves 
in  Bechuanaland and G riqualand West 
and to the overcrowded N ative areas 
of the Ciskei?
B ut assum ing satisfactory answers to 

these questions, assum ing the attainm ent 
of economic self-sufficiency in  the Native 
areas, w hat is to replace the vast labour 
force now employed on the Rand and 
ip other im portant m ining and industria l 
areas? P resum ably it is th is aw kw ard 
poser th a t the authors of the -statem ent 
have in mind when they suggest “ an 
expert in q u iry ” into “ all aspects of 
labour, including m igratory  labour ”. 
They are evidently unaw are tha t two
s u c h  in m iir ipc :  h a v p  r o n o n t l v  h o a n
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on A frican residence onrestrictions „„
European farm s having proved practic
able of application, farm ers’ represen ta
tives have made the walls of P arliam ent 
ring w ith the ir dem ands for A frican 
labour! The political m achinery set up 
is Increasingly threatened w ith collapse 
through A frican non-co-operation.

It was these concrete events that 
impelled the Governm ent to reconsider 
the whole 1936-37 policy. As long ago 
as 1942, G eneral Smuts proclaimed its 
failure in the Cape Town City Hall. That 
failure has recently been underlined by 
the report of the Fagan Commission.
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Rehash of Old Policies
T is against this background tha t the 

ignorant verbiage and windy generali
ties of the N ationalist P a rty ’s Native 
Policy, as proclaimed by Dr. Malan, must 
be judged. It consists of a collection of 
meaningless phrases and a stale rehash 
of policies th a t have failed. A nticipating 
the obvious criticisms, it includes th reats 
against the personal liberty  of prospec
tive critics.

The party ’s policy “ commission ” was 
faced w ith a situation in  which con
siderably more than  half the total 
African population is domiciled outside 
the Native areas—i.e., the reserves and 
the various areas earm arked under the 
1936 Land Act which were to be added 
to these. Moreover, even in  the case 
of those domiciled therein, practically 
the whole of the able-bodied male 
population is in some degree dependent 
on casual wage earning in the mines and 
industries of the d istan t industrial 
centres.

The Native areas are scattered, and 
are devastated through over-population, 
both of men and beasts. Their agricul
tu ra l labour force is both backw ard and. 
as a result of the m igrant labour system, 
casual.

There is no sign w hatever in Dr. 
M alan’s statem ent of the slightest 
realisation of the tens of millions of 
capital tha t would have to be expended 
in order to rehabilita te the soil of these 
areas, to provide fencing and other 
agricultural equipment, to educate the 
African peasantry, and to relieve the 
pressure of population on the land by 
an appropriate m easure of industria li
sation in order to convert the te rr i
tories in question into an economic- 
un it capable of supporting even their 
present population.

expert inqu iry  ” into “ all aspects of 
labour, including m igratory labour ”. 
They are evidently unaw are tha t two 
such inquiries have recently been made 
—by the Lansdown and Fagan Commis
sions—and th a t the conclusions of both 
are quite fata l to the proposition that 
the N ative areas can ever become an 
A frican “ fatherland  ”!

But, in  any event, w hat role is this 
prospective “ fatherland  ” to play in  the 
lives of th a t m ajority  of the African 
people who are perm anently  established 
outside the Native areas? Is it proposed 
to organise the gradual m igration of 
A frican servants on European farm s to 
the Native areas? If so, the strain  upon 
the economy of the la tte r  will be so much 
the greater. If so, the European farm er 
should be told plainly to pfan on the 
basis of a steady dim inution of his 
African labour force!

But obviously no such program m e is 
contemplated. The proposed tightening 
of restrictions on u rban  en try  is clearly 
to apply to A fricans from  the farm s as 
well as from  the reserves. M igration 
of the farm  A frican to the reserves is 
clearly not to be perm itted.

The A frican farm  labourer is thus 
to live perm anently  under a system  of 
peonage, bound to the soil of the Euro
pean landowner, Without right of 
access to land on independent term s 
either in  the reserves or elsewhere, 
and w ithout righ t of movem ent to the 
centres of industria l employment.
A sim ilar fate  is evidently in  store 

for the perm anently  urbanised A frican 
His restricted existence in  “ location ”, 
compound and European backyard, and 
his p resent role of unskilled, menial 
labourer, are to be “ frozen ”, To him 
is to be denied those social services and 
rights of free association w ith his fellow 
workers in trade unions th a t the indus
tria l w orking class has won for itself 
throughout the civilised world. The 
location regulations and the pass laws 
are to lim it his liberty  for ever. His 
voice is to be silenced perm anently  in 
the councils of his rulers. Aspirations 
to positions of responsibility and honour 
are in  him to rem ain presum ptuous and 
crim inal. ■ The “ pick-up ” van and the 
prison cell are to be the answers to his 
protests.

Naked Oppression
Assuming such realisation, whence is 

it suggested th a t the necessary fund

who disagree on other subjects there is 
no lack of opportunity to state a different 
opinion and if the Corporation itself gave 
that opportunity it could only add to 
the v itality  and value of broadcasting.

Mr. C ap rara’s second reason—that he 
might be “ prejudicing an issue raised 
in Parliam ent—would, if carried to its 
logical conclusion, completely isolate 
broadcasting from the public affairs and 
public opinion of the country. We can 
think of no subject—outside,: perhaps, 
hints to gardeners and a description of 
a table tennis m atch—which is not or 
could not become a subject of P arlia 
m entary  controversy. Mr. M arquard ’s 
series of talks was inform ed and inform 
ing, responsible and extrem ely popular. 
The Corporation should reconsider its 
decision to stop them, if for no other 
reason than th a t it would be acting in 
the spirit of the Broadcasting Commis
sion’s recom m endation tha t controversial 
m atte r should be broadcast.

S T R IP PE D  of pretentious verbiage, 
therefore, the N ationalist P a rty ’s Native 

policy reveals itself as a policy of naked 
oppression and exploitation in  the 
supposed in terests of a dom inant racial 
caste. Their laughable denial of any 
such motive only betrays the ir own 
realisation of its transparency. So also 
does the ir th rea t against the investigator 
who, by im partial disclosure of the facts, 
“ underm ines ” the “ apartheid  ” pol -y. 
The Institu te  of Race Relations wo 'd 
certainly not be perm itted  to surv e 
long under a N ationalist regime!

Equally significant is the th r e a '- o 
those m inisters of the Church wno 
m ight dare to repeat the ir M aster’s 
teaching about the treatm ent due to 
the least of His brethren . The 
N ationalists betray  also the ir own 
aw areness of the m ortal sham e tha t 
they are plotting to bring upon their 
country in a world th a t hates serfdom 
and exploitation. The purveyor of 
tru th  beyond the Union’s borders is 
also, therefore, to risk  the knout and 
the concentration camp!
On the eve of the general election a 

grave danger to all South Africa, black 
and white, has revealed itself. Upon 
the shoulders of the elector rests the 
serious responsibility of repelling this 
th rea t to his country—to its peace,v its 
p rosperity  and its honour.
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THE S.A. INSTITUTE OE 
RACE RELATIONS

FILM SHOW
on

Wednesday, 19th Jan.
at 8.15 p.m. 

in the

H ID D IN G H  H A L L
g o v e r n m e n t  a v e n u e  

showing

THE WORLD IS RICH
A food problem picture and four 
other films of general interest 

Phone 3-2318 
Admission Free 

Everybody Welcome
(LP/68695J
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Native Justice in Cape Town?
From the Rev. Father SAVAGE
j^JR. B. CONSTANT deserves thanks 

for his refreshingly frank  le tte r 
about our local Pass Laws. One feels 
tha t if the public were only inform ed 
in plain language as to the actual posi
tion, instead of having the issues 
conveniently obscured in clouds of 
official diction, our Pass Laws would 
not last long As things' are, the Langa 
officHls ought to have the ir salaries at 
least doubled to com pensate for ner
vous w ear and tear in hours of dealing 
with bewildered A fricans and 
exasperated employers!

.The* Present system  seems only to 
visualise indentured or sem i-serf 
labour as na tu ra l to Cape Town. A 
decent native who knows quite well 
tha t he can find em ploym ent in Cape 
Town (he m ay have done so often 
before) is forbidden to purchase a 
railw ay ticket un til he finds an 
em ployer (hundreds of miles away) 
who will guarantee him  a job and, 
moreover, bind him self to send his ' 
employee back to the Transkei on 
term ination of the job. The em ployer 
is practically bound to pu t up w ith a 
m an he m ay not even know before, and 
the native cannot leave his em ployer

and take another job and so has to  
pu t up w ith any treatm ent he gets.

There is not much difference
between th is and a slave system.
Im m ense trouble is taken to put
blocks in the way of the more 
respectable type of native coming to 
w ork at Cape Town, yet the place is 
fu ll of uncivilised natives seeking
work. How did they get here . .
and who im ported them  ?

Behind the scenes there m ust be a 
D epartm ent of N ative Irrita tion  con
sisting of experts who devote their 
tim e to plans to fru stra te  the efforts of 
p lain w orking m en who only w ant to 

. w ork and be decent citizens. For 
certain ly  the present Pass system helps 
no one at all and annoys everybody 
concerned, besides, of course, helping 
to estrange European and A frican still 
m ore by the m ultitude of petty  ir r i ta 
tions. The only conceivable object in 
the whole thing is to force Africans to 
labour on the m ines . . .  a t any 
ra te  un til a m an’s best years are 
exploited. B ut why should Cape Town 
be a pawn in th a t gam e ?

Could not the City Council even now 
change its reactionary  policy ?

More letters on page 14.
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New Employers’ Risk
W 5 publish to-day some account of 

a book on South A frican race 
relations by O liver W alker which, judg
ing by the cabled extracts, is evidence 
m ore of the w arm th of its au tho r’s 
feelings than of the coolness and 
dependability of his judgm ent. Mr. 
W alker has little  tim e for South Africa— 
little  tim e even, according to a sum m ary 
which appeared in Die Burger on Friday, 
for G eneral Sm uts or the la te  G eneral 
Botha. No doubt the book will confirm 
in th e ir  dislike those who already dis
like South Africa, but it is unlikely tha t 
those who try  to m ain ta in  a balanced 
view of things will be im m ediately 
stam peded into active d istrust of the 
Union’s w hite population as a whole. 
Sustained invective seems to carry  w ith 
it its own antidote. But the am using 
circum stance about the book is the use 
which Die Burger p u t it to on Friday.
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Book on
Native
Affairs
Author Analyses 

Conditions
LONDON. — A dem and for 

“ aggressive liberalism  ” in South 
Africa is made by O liver Walker, 
the South African journalist, m 
his new book, “Kafirs are 
Lively”.

The w riter strongly condemns 
the Union's treatm ent of its 
N ative population, and his book 
deals exhaustively with the 
adm inistrative control and living 
conditions of Natives on mines! 
and farm s and in reserves and 
urban and ru ra l locations.

No understanding of South 
African labour and race problems 
is possible, he says, w ithout a 
firm grasp of “the first tenet of 
the creed of the mines: Thou 
shalt employ only cheap m igrant 
labour”.

He accuses the G overnm ent of 
having connived with the mining 
industry  to m ake labour 
reservoirs of the Native reserves.

In a detailed review of condi
tions in the reserves he gives a 
p icture of their steady deteriora
tion.
GENERAL SMUTS CRITICISED

In a whole chapter given to 
criticising G eneral Smuts, he 
says tha t the only real test in 
Africa of a m an who calls him 
self a statesm an is the way he 
m easures up to the adjustm ent 
and advancem ent of white and 
black relations, and adds: “This 
statesm an has spent m ore time 
w arning his people against 
conditions he has steadily 
assisted in creating”.

Mr. W alker dedicates his book 
to “ Kafirboeties, Liberals and 
other Christian gentlemen of 
Africa in whose applied 
hum anity  lies the only hope for 
the peaceful progress of a great 
continent”.

In a footnote he defirtes “kafir- 
boetie” as: A term  of contempt 
for any w hite South African who 
acts as if C hristianity  m eant 
som ething else to him besides 
going to church on Sundays.— 
(Sapa.)

(See leading columns, page 8.)
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MONDAY, JULY 5, 1948.

£ ) N E  of the  m ost controversial books of the  day is “ Kaffirs a re  Lively”, by O liver W alker, in w hich 
is critically  discussed the condition  of the  Native peoples in the  Union. It has caused deep 

re sen tm en t in ce rta in  Nationalist circles. It is review ed below .

An Angry Book With 
a Cynical Title

IN 1944 the D epartm ent of Native 
Affairs, which looks after our national 

conscience on racial m atters, became 
distu rbed  by the bad Press received on 
such m atters abroad, and they decided 
to publicise the w ork done, presum ably 
under pre-w ar Governments.

This idea having taken root, it was 
decided to h ire a professional w riter, 
send him  round the reserves and country 
districts, show him  everything, and 
commission him  to produce a set of 
inspiring booklets for oversea con
sumption.

So far so good; the idea and the set-up 
are the norm al m achinery of any 
propaganda or inform ation drive; we are

Reviewed by

J. W. Barrett
all fam iliar w ith the products of British 
in form ation  services; doubtless the 
departm ent had in mind something on 
the lines of “ B attle of B r ita in ” or 
“ Coastal Command ”,

The scheme, unfortunately , boome- 
ranged, and O liver W alker, the news
paperm an hired to do the job, tu rned in 
as his copy a sheaf of observations 
which, as he him self explains, “ have 
never been heard of since ”, In other 
words, they w ere suppressed.

In  W alker’s m andate to inspect, how
ever, was included a lure: he would, 
he was told, get ample m aterial for free
lance books on the subject. “ So I did,” 
he reports grim ly in his introduction to 
Kaffirs Are L ive ly  (Gollancz), and he 
adds harshly, “ This is one of them .” 

This one is quite enough. Oliver 
W alker w rites from  the point of view 
of a C hristian  and a liberal, and he 
addresses him self to the world through 
the m edium  of one of the largest oversea 
publishers. W hat he has to say makes 
bad reading, and every liberal South 
African, afte r reading. Kaffirs Are Lively, 
is going to be in some red-faced doubt

as to precisely w hat he means either by 
his religious or his sociological ideals— 
th a t is, if he does not w rite off the 
author as a Kafirboetie, a contingency 
W alker allows for in  his dedication “ To 
the Kafirboeties, L iberals and other 
Christian gentlem en of A frica in whose 
applied hum anity lies the only hope for 
the peaceful progress of a g reat 
continent ”,

It will here be claimed, of course, th a t 
this is a controversial book on a contro
versial subject. But then, how can one 
controvert the statistics produced by the 
departm ent concerned and m erely quoted 
by W alker? W hat answer can anyone 
make to “ The consensus among medical 
officers of health  and the evidence of 
several surveys is th a t the N ative infantile 
m ortality  ra te  is not less than  150 (per 
1,000) anywhere, and in  some areas is 
as high as 600 and 700 ”?

Such figures are not m erely disagree
able; they are dow nright wicked. So 
are the percentages given in a Bantu 
N utrition Survey among N ative children 
in the four provinces. Once again Oliver 
Walker quotes authority. Of the children 
examined, in  P ieterm aritzburg  43 per 
cent, were found to be half starved, in 
Pretoria the percentage was 66, in Bloem
fontein 75, in Bochem, T ransvaal, 86, 
and at L etaba (N. T ransvaal) no less 
than 90 per cent, of the m ale children 
of the Natives had “ obvious signs of 
ill health  a n d /o r  m alnutrition  ”.

So it goes on. Between 25 and 30 
per cent, of u rban  N atives “ in  the several 
surveys ta k e n ” had V.D.; over 40 per 
cent, of Native and Coloured women 
attending Rand ante-natal clinics have 
been found to give positive W asserm anns. 
Of TB m ine workers, repatriated  to their 
kraals, it was found th a t 40 in  100 died 
w ithin a year of getting home, and under 
the heading “ Condition of repatriated  
boys at the end of two years ”, the record 
states, bleakly, “ Dead: 60 per cent. 
Alive, fit to re tu rn  to work: 4 per cent. 
Fit for light w ork at home: 26 per cent. 
Alive, but unfit for work: 10 per cent.”

The ta lly  goes on, relentless as a 
judicial sum m ary: “ South Africa has

Oliver W alker
other causes for alarm . Two or thr i 
years ago it started , through its Nati ] 
Affairs D epartm ent, paying bli 
pensions to Natives. By 1946 there w> 
24,442 registered cases receiving 
m onthly pension in  the region of 1 ;
N ationalist P a rty  m em bers have me 
than once railed in P arliam ent at ( 
Natives too feeble to w ork who recei , 
this am ount. In  the ir view it is spoili . 
the Kaffir . . .”

In  th is last quotation is, a t once, shov 1 
both sides of w hat we call, genericali ' 
“ the N ative Problem  ”, but which x ; 
would have better reason for callii . 
“ the European Problem  ”. It is evide 
that the D epartm ent of N ative Affai 
has been doing something, perhaps on  
a little, but something. O therw ise whei 
did W alker get his figures from? An 
can it not be assum ed th a t thos 
responsible for N ative Affairs under th 
last G overnm ent would never hav 
dream t of hiring  a professional news 
paperm an to report on them  if the; 
seeing the m atte r as a whole, did nc 
consider th a t the ir own activities ha 
been a m itigating feature? On the othe 
hand, tha t little statem ent ju s t quotec : 
“ N ationalist P arty  m em bers have mor 
than  once railed in Parliam ent ”, demor. 
strates equally clearly w here the brak  , 
has been applied to anything libera 
South A frica w anted to do. \

W hile hailing this book as the dought; ; 
buffet it is to entrenched complacency ii : 
th is country, I m ust object th a t W alkei 
has shown unreasonable bias against all 
Europeans, official and unofficial, and 
has even questioned the good faith  of 
those we know very  well are anxious: 
and ready to help the Native. He 
appears, in his w riting, to be so 
passionately angry as not to care whom 
he hits; and though we all, as a nation,, 
stand condemned in the world at large, 
and know it (or should know it by this 
tim e), the fact rem ains th a t the re  is 
a large body of public opinion here 
which, if given the opportunity  of 
steering this ship of S tate against the 
prevailing wind, would do a g reat deal 
for the Bantu and Coloured under the 
heading “ C hristian T ru s teesh ip ”. ThaL 
we are unable to do so is not, as Walke: 
alleges, because we do not care, b u , 
because we had a w ar on our hand * 
when we had the chance—and now t t  
chance has gone. s


