
The End Conscription Campaign 
P.O.Box 537 
KENGRAY 
2100
Ph: (011) 8368423 
Fax: 8366931

2 May 1990

Jeugkrag
Fax No: (012) 3421496

Dear friends,

ECC NATIONAL CONFERENCE

ECC is to hold its first national conference since 1988 on 24-27 
May 1990 and invites your organisation to send a representative.

Given the dramatic changes in the political situation, we regard 
this conference as being of crucial importance for ECC and it will 
have a decisive impact on the future role and direction of the war 
resistance movement. Your organisation has always been strongly 
supportive of us and we would value your participation. It would 
not only considerably enrich our discussion but would also 
facilitate the renewing of links between our organisations now that 
ECC has re-constituted after a long period of involuntary 
i nactivi t y .

I enclose a leaflet outlining the arrangements and programme of 
the conference.

Please let us know at your earliest convenience whether you are 
able to send a representative so that we can make the neccessary 
arrangements.

Yours faithfu11y ,

for ECC
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D e a r  ECC b r a n c h e s

M a t i o n a s  C o n f e r e n c e  1 9 9 1

S o m e  b r a n c h e s  h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  t o  t h e  K a t b e r g .  so I a m  
s e n d i n g  t h e  s k e t c h  m a p  f r o m  t h e  b a c k  of t h e  b r o c h u r e .  F o r  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s u l t  y o u r  "local A A . a n d  if y o u  w a n t  to k n o w  m o r e  
abo u t  the hotel -itself, i t ’s c a l l e d  t h e  K a t b e r g  P r o t e a  H o t e l  a n d  
b r o c h u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  h o t e l  in t h e  F r o t e a  g r o u p .

For w h a t e v e r  f r e e  t i m e  we h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  b r i n g  t h i n g s  li k e  
w a l k i n g  s h o e s  a n d  s w i m m i n g  gea r .  I ’m t o l d  i t ’s sti l l  o u i t e  h o t  
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  but c o l d i s h  a t  n i g h t s ,  so w a r m e r  c l o t h e s  a l s o  
m i g h t  oe n e e d e d .  A n d  t a l k i n g  of c l o t h e s ,  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t n i s  is 
a hotel a n d  we will not be t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  i.e w i l l  be 
s h a r i n g  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m  w i t h  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  h o l i d a y - m a k e r s  or 
p e r h a p s  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  f o r  a c u i e t  rest.

ECC will be p a y i n g  t h e  h o t e l  bill for a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  m e a l s ,  
b u t  of c o u r s e  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h i n g s  l i k e  p r i v a t e  t e l e p h o n e  
c a l l s  a n d  bar s e r v i c e ;  so d e l e g a t e s  p l e a s e  c o m e  p r e p a r e d  to 
fa) c o n t r i b u t e  as m u c h  as p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  hot e l  bill - 

m i n i m u m  R 4 0  m a x i m u m  R21 5 :
(b) f i n a n c e  yo u r  o w n  " e x t r a s ' .

As f a r  as t r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  e a c h  b r a n c h  of E C C  
will be r e s p o n s i b l e  for p e t r o l  c o s t s  (a n d  toll c h a r g e s  if any). 
D r i v e r s  s h o u l d  o r g a n i s e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e i r  local T r e a s u r e r ,  w h o  will 
h a v e  a c h a n c e  to c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e r  a c  t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  if t h e y  a r e  in d i r e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i t s .

D r i v e  s a f e l y  - H a m b a m  k a h l e  - L e k k e r  ry.
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D e a r  ECC b r a n c h e s

N a t  1 or;a i C o n f e r e n c e  1991

S o m e  b r a n c h e s  h a v e  a s k e d  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  to t h e  K a t b e r g ,  so I a m  
s e n d i n g  t h e  s k e t c h  m a p  f r o m  t h e  b a c k  of t h e  b r o c h u r e .  For f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s u l t  y o u r  'local A A , a n d  if y o u  w a n t  to k n o w  m o r e  
a b o u t  the hot e l  ^ t self, i t ’s c a l l e d  t h e  K a t b e r g  P r o t e a  H o t e l  a n d  
b r o c h u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  a n y  o t h e r  h o t e l  in t h e  F r o t e a  g r o u p .

For w h a t e v e r  f r e e  t i m e  we h a v e  a v a i l a b l e  b r i n g  t h i n g s  like 
w a l k i n g  s h o e s  a n d  s w i m m i n g  gear. I ’m t o l d  i t ’s sti l l  d u i t e  h o t  
d u r i n g  t h e  d a y  b u t  c o l d i s h  a t  n i g h t s ,  so w a r m e r  c l o t h e s  a l s o  
m i g h t  De n e e d e d .  A n d  t a l k i n g  of c l o t h e s ,  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  t n i s  is 
a h o t e l  and w e  will n o t  be t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  i.e wi l l  be 
s h a r i n g  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m  w i t h  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  h o l i d a y - m a k e r s  or 
p e r h a p s  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  to t h e  m o u n t a i n s  f o r  a c u i e t  rest.

E C C  will be p a y i n g  t h e  h o t e l  bill for a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  m e a l s ,  
b u t  of c o u r s e  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h i n g s  li k e  p r i v a t e  t e l e p h o n e  
c a l l s  a n d  bar s e r v i c e ;  s o  d e l e g a t e s  p l e a s e  c o m e  p r e p a r e d  to 
fa) c o n t r i b u t e  as m u c h  as p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l  h o t e l  bill - 

m i n i m u m  R 4 0  m a x i m u m  R215;
(b ) f i n a n c e  y o u r  o w n  " e x t r a s " .

As f a r  as t r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  e a c h  b r a n c h  of ECC 
will be r e s p o n s i b l e  for p e t r o l  c o s t s  (and toll c h a r g e s  if any). 
D r i v e r s  s h o u l d  o r g a n i s e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e i r  local T r e a s u r e r ,  w h o  will 
h a v e  a c h a n c e  to c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e r  at t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  if t h e y  a r e  in d i r e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i t s .

D r i v e  s a f e l y  - H a m b a n i  k a h l e  - L e k k e r  ry.
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BCC CONFERENCE 9 - 1 2  May 1991

THURSDAY

6pm

7pm

8.30pm- 
10pm

FRIDAY

7.30am 

9 am

10am

11am

11.30 

12.noon

lpm

2pm-
4pm

4pm

7pm

8pm-10pm

Registration

Supper

Opening session
* Welcome and introductions
* Guest speaker:

- Conscription and E C C : analysis of the past, 
present and future

Breakfast 

Inputs:
* Assessment of SADF: Malan, CCB, conscription, 
SADF in townships, etc
* Assessment of ECC

Small group discussions:
* What are ECC's priorities?

Tea (regional treasurers to meet with national 
treasurer

Treasurers report

Report backs/panel/plenary discussions:
* Setting ECC's priorities

Lunch

Small groups:
* priority action groups: In terms of priorities 
identified in morning session (e.g. Malan, CCB, 
July Action, C.O., Natal monitoring, end of 
oonscription, etc) one small group per priority to 
plan activities

FREE TIME

Super

Report on Natal violence monitoring

1

010 P01 ECC NATIONAL 04-22-01 11:44

SATURDAY

7.30am 

Sam

11am

11.30

lpm

2pm

7pm

8.30pm

SUNDAY

7.30am 

9 am

Breakfast

A non-military defence force in the future? (input 
and discussion)

Tea

Policy disoussions - formulating policy on-- -
* Conscription and a future army
* a code of conduct for a future army

Lunch

Free Time (Representatives of regions to national 
committee to meet)

Supper

The Endless Conscription Campaign entertainers 
featuring the notorious "Trish Wallner Quartet", 
back by popular demand "The better activist than 
singers singers” and by no means least, at least 
one act from each Endless Crampaign from around 
sunny South Africa

Breakf ast

Planning Plenary: formulating ECC's plan of action
* Reports from priority action groups
* Discussion
* Ratification of National employees/office 
bearers

1 lam Assessment and Closure

NB: This is a draft agenda. There is lots of room on the agenda 
for other issues to be discussed, but we felt that there should 
also be plenty of free time. Please forward suggestions/comments 
to Nan. If you are suggesting educational type inputs, please 
consider who could give the inputs and which region could take 
responsibility for organising it. Each region will be asked to 
take responsibility for sections of the conference in terms of 
running sessions, chairing, etc.

010 POE ECC NATIONAL 04-22-91 11:44



End Conscription Campaign
National O ffice
P.O. Box 537 
2100 Kengray

Tel (O il) 836-8423 
Fax (O il) 834-3189

jl.a/i'*- Durban O ffice
a fu(^  ( 56 Ecimenlcal Centre 

^ IT 20 St Andrew's St.
4001 Durban

Tel (031) 304-5883 
Fax (031) 301-6611

Dear National C o m m i t tee/National Treas u r e r

26 March 1991

M O T I V A T I O N  TO EXTEND NATAL E C C  F I E L D W O R K E R  P O S I T I O N  F OR A F U R T H E R
SIX M O N T H S

As you know, Haydn O sborn's six mo n t h  c o ntract c o m e s  to an end at 
the end of next month <30 April).

We have undertaken an e x t e n s i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  of the job during the 
course o-f two meetings, and a-fter -further d i s c u s s i o n  at our last 
General Body meeting, r e s o l v e d  to s t r o n g l y  r e q u e s t  National -for 
permission and -For -funding to e x t e n d  H a y d n ' s  c o n t r a c t  by a -fur­
ther six months.

Our motivation -for this r e q u e s t  is as -follows :

1. As can be seen -from H a y d n ' s  repo r t  (attached) t h e r e  c o n t i n ­
ues to be a critical need -for m o n i t o r s  in the -field. V i o l e n c e  in 
Natal continues at crisis level. Even when it abates, the SADF 
will play an important role in i m p l e m e n t i n g  any p e a c e  agreements, 
and they will need to be m o n i t o r e d  in this role.

2. In the 
reconstructi 
the -future, 
is the most 
ues to be 
contri bute 
pos i t i v e  al 
counteri ng 
r e c o n c i 1 iati

light o-f our last National C o n f e r e n c e  d e c i s i o n  that 
on ?< reconci 1 iati on a re key areas o-f w ork -for ECC in 
we continue to b e l i e v e  that e m p l o y i n g  a -fieldworker 

appropriate way -forward -for ECC in Natal. It c o n t i n— 
the most c o n c r e t e  !< e-f-fective way in which we can 

towards our g o a l s  o-f w o r k i n g  -for a just pe a c e  & a 
ternative -for the -future, b u i l d i n g  n onracialism, 
m ilitarism & c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o w ards the p r o c e s s  o-f 
on !< reconstruction.

3. Haydn has been doing an e x c e l l e n t  job u n d e r  o-ften e x t r e m e l y  
di-f-ficult circumstances. T h e r e  ar e  n u m e r o u s  e x a m p l e s  o-f ways in 
which he. tias made a d i f f e r e n c e  for p e a c e  on t he ground, s o m e t i m e s  
at risk to his personal safety. On the ba s i s  of h i s  work over 
the past 5 months we have u n q u a l i f i e d  c o n f i d e n c e  in h is a b i l i t y  
to do the job.

4. Haydn has integrated well with the m o n i t o r s  of our fraternal 
o r g a n i sations (Black Sash, DP, IDASA, L R C ) . T h e y  s u p p o r t  our 
view that the job should c o n t i n u e  & that Haydn is p l a y i n g  a vital 
role in the monitoring team.

We have tried hard to be h o n e s t  in our e v a l uation, and need to

C C

a c k n o w l e d g e  a n u m b e r  of w e a k n e s s e s  on the o r g a n i s a t i o n ' s  part

1. As can a l s o  be seen in H a y d n ' s  report, w e a r i n g  an E CC 'hat' 
has closed s t a t e / s e c u r i t y  for c e s  do o r s  which ma y  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  
been open to a m ore 'neutral' o r g a n i s a t i o n  in their eyes. This 
is a w e a k n e s s  of ours, and Haydn is on the sharp end of it! 
H o wever t his is our h i s t o r y  and w ho we are. We d o n ' t  h a v e  the 
r e s o u r c e s  to c o u n t e r  t h i s  image and even if we did we ' r e  not s ure 
that we would w ant to. After much d i s c u s s i o n  we agre e d  t hat this 
'burden' we c a r r y  w ith our name d o e s  not o u t - w e i g h  t he b e n e f i t  of 
keeping the f i e l d w o r k e r  job going.

2. We h ave not g i v e n  Haydn the s u p p o r t  & d i r e c t i o n  that he has 
needed. He has, q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  found t h i s  d e m o t i v a t i n g .  
We have begun to r e c t i f y  this w e a k n e s s  by f a r m i n g  a small s u p p o r t  
group for Haydn. T h i s  group will be a 'rap group' as well as 
giving d i r e ction, i d e n t i f y i n g  prio r i t i e s ,  etc. It will m eet with 
him at least f o r t n i g h t l y .  It has a l r e a d y  met 3 ti m e s  t his month.

3. We have f a i l e d  to make full u s e  of the i n f o r m a t i o n  g a i n e d  by 
Haydn during the c o u r s e  of his work. We have not a n a l y s e d  ?< 
d i s s e m i n a t e d  it w i d e l y  enough. We h ave agr e e d  to r e c t i f y  this 
by, at least, d e v e l o p i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a i l i n g  list of key 
p e o p l e  o r g a n i s a t i o n s  to tar g e t  with r e g u l a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  & 
a n a l y s i s  b u l l e t i n s  (if you h a v e  any s u g g e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  let us 
know). We a re just a b o u t  to get this p r o j e c t  off th e  ground.

P le a s e  let us h ear y our view as soon as passible. It will be 
o n l y  fair to g i v e  H a y d n  as much n o t i c e  as p o s s i b l e  if hi s  c o n ­
tract is not go i n g  to be renewed. However, we h ope it w o n ' t  come 

to t h a t !

Y ours in the s t r u g g l e  for a just p e a c e  in our land,

D U R B A N  ECC
for ECC in Natal

ps most of t h e  2 0  0 0 0  Z u l u - 1 a n g u a g e  K n o w  Your R i g h t s  p a m p h l e t s  
which we had p r i n t e d  in October last year h a v e  n ow been d i s t r i b ­
uted in v a r i o u s  t o w n s h i p s  around Natal.



E C C  W O R K S H O P  ! T H U R S D A Y  14 M A R C H  1 9 9 1  — ■

S E C T I O N  2 ! P R I N C I P L E S  R E L A T E D  T O  A  F U T U R E  D E F E N C E  F O R C E  IN S O U T H  A F R I C A  

I N T R O / C O N T E X T
* E C C  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  s u g g e s t e d  t h e  d r a f t i n g  of a p a p e r  to 
r e f l e c t  E C C  t h i n k i n g  o n  p r i n c i p l e s  r e l a t e d  to  a f u t u r e  d e f e n c e  
f o r c e  in S o u t h  A f r i c a .
* T h i s  p a p e r  is a d r a f t  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  u s e  in d i s c u s s i o n .  T h e  
q u e s t i o n s  w h i c h  f o l l o w  a r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  d e b a t e .

D R A F T  F R A M E W O R K

1. N O N - R A C I A L I S M
A  n e w  d e f e n c e  f o r c e  m u s t  b e  n o n - r a c i a l  in c h a r a c t e r .  H o w e v e r  w h e n  
t h e  c r e a t i o n  of a n e w  d e f e n c e  f o r c e  t a k e s  p l a c e  t h e r e  c a n  b e  no 
s e m b l a n c e s  o f  r a c i s m  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  u n i t s ,  s t r u c t u r e ,  or 
r e c r u i t m e n t .  T h e  n e w  d e f e n c e  f o r c e  s h o u l d  b e  o p e n  t o  a l l  c i t i z e n s  

o f  S o u t h  A f r i c a .

- s h o u l d  o n e  b e  t a l k i n g  of  n o n - r a c i a l i s m  ? w h a t  a b o u t  m i n o r i t y  

r i g h t s  ?
- h o w  a r e  a ll t h e  d i f f e r e n t  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  f o r c e s  a n d  p e o p l e  
t h a t  w i l l  m a k e  u p  a n e w  d e f e n c e  f o r c e  b e  a c c o m o d a t e d  ?
- h o w  w i l l  c e r t a i n  u n i t s  r e s p o n d  to t h e i r  d i s b a n d i n g  ? w i l l  t h e  
T r a n v a a l  h i g h l a n d e r s  o r  t h e  J u n e  16 d e t a t c h m e n t  b e  h a p p y  w i t h  
d i s b a n d i n g  in a c c o r d  w i t h  n o n - r a c i a l i s m  ?
- w h a t  a b o u t  r e c r u i t m e n t  p o l i c y  ?

2. D E F E N C E  P O L I C Y
a) T h e  d e f e n c e  f o r c e s  p r i m a r y  r o l e  m u s t  b e  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of  t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  i n t e g r i t y  of  S o u t h  A f r i c a .  T h e  u s e  o f  t h e  D e f e n c e  
F o r c e  in i n t e r n a l  o p e r a t i o n s  is u n a c c e p t a b l e .  I n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y
is t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e .

b) S A  s h o u l d  b e  c o m m i t t e d  to d e v e l o p i n g  a n u c l e a r  f r e e  z o n e  in 
A f r i c a ( i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the O A D s  p o s i t i o n )  a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  
o c e a n s

c) S A  s h o u l d  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  G e n e v a  c o n v e n t i o n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  
p r o t o c o l  of w a r  a n d  all r e l a t e d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  a c c e p t e d  
a g g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  g o v e r n  t h e  c o n d u c t  o f  w a r f a r e

w h a t  a b o u t  i n t e r n a l  s e c u r i t y  in t i m e s  o f  w a r  ? w h e n  is t h e  
d e f e n c e  f o r c e  e n t i t l e d  t o  d e c l a r e  w a r  ?

3. D E M O C R A C Y  A N D  T H E  N E W  DF
a) T h e  n e w  D F  s h o u l d  b e  f u l l y  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  a n  a l l - p a r t y  
p a r l i a m e n t a r y  c o m m i t t e e

b) P r i n c i p l e s  of i n t e r n a l  d e m o c r a c y  s h o u l d  be  p r i o r i t i s e d  w i t h  
s p e c i a l  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  o f  s o l d i e r s  as  e m b o d i e d  
in  a b i l l  o f  r i g h t s

1
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c) S o l d i e r s  s h o u l d  b e  e n t i t l e d  to t h e i r  o w n  p o l i t i c a l  o p i n i o n s  
a n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  v o t e  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e i r  c o n s c i e n c e .  ' H o w e v e r  in 
l i n e  w i t h  m a i n t a i n i n g  a d e f e n c e  f o r c e  t h a t  w i l l  r e m a i n  
a c c o u n t a b l e  to  t h e  e l e c t e d  g o v e r n m e n t  of t h e  d a y  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  of 
p a r t y  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a s  w i t h i n  t h e  D F  m u s t  b e  d i s c o u r a g e d  t h r o u g h  
a n u m b e r  o f  a v e n u e s .

d) N o  m e m b e r  of  t h e  D e f e n c e  F o r c e  s h o u l d  b e  s u c h  a m e m b e r  a g a i n s t  
h i s  o r  h e r  w i l l ;  in  t h e  e v e n t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  o r  p a r t i a l  
c o n s c r i p t i o n  in  t i m e s  o f  w a r  p r o v i s i o n  m u s t  be m a d e
f o r  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  o b j e c t o r s  in l i n e  w i t h  a u n i v e r s a l l y  a c c e p t e d  

b i l l  o f  r i g h t s .

- h o w  c a n  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  b e  e n s u r e d  w i t h  a n o n - c o n s c r i p t e d  a r m y  ? 
w h a t  a v e n u e s  c a n  b e  u s e d  f r o m  a p a r l i a m e n t  l e v e l  d o w n  t o  a  g r a s s  
r o o t s  l e v e l  t o  e n s u r e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  ?

w h a t  d e f i n e s  a n  o f f i c i a l  s e c r e t  a n d  w h a t  l e v e l  o f  d i s c l o s u r e  
s h o u l d  t h e  p u b l i c  be e n t i t l e d  to  ?

4. F U R T H E R  I S S U E S
a) w h a t  t y p e  o f  a r m y  is d e s i r e a b l e  in  S o u t h  A f r i c a  ? A  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  a r m y  o r  a n  a r m y  b a s e d  l a r g e l y  o n  p e o p l e s  m a l i t i a s  ?

b) s h o u l d  t h e  a r m y  b e  t h e  o n l y  a g e n c y  w i t h  m i l i t a r y  c a p a c i t y  ? 
W h a t  t y p e  of f i r a r m s  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  e x i s t  w i t h  r e g a r d  to c i v i l i a n s  
a n d  t h e i r  r i g h t  t o  d e f e n d  t h e m s e l v e s  ?

e n d s /

2



P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

25 April 1991

Black Sash National office 
5 Long Street 
Mowbray Cape T.own 
7700

To fax no: 021 685-7510

Dear friends

ECC NATIONAL CONFERENCE 1991

ECC will be holding a National conference from May 9th to 12th, 
and we would be glad to have a representive from the SASH.

The agenda has not yet been finalised, but will include the 
setting of priorities for ECC, an analysis of Conscription, past, 
present and future, a report on Natal violence monitoring from 
ECC’s fieldworker, policy discussions on a future army for South 
Africa as well as an assessment of the SADF now, and a general 
overview of the political situation.

The venue for the conference is the Katberg Protea Hotel in the 
Eastern Cape. The cost for the whole weekend (Thursday dinner to 
Sunday breakfast) will be R215 per person, and delegates and 
organisations are being asked to contribute as much as they can. 
Transport by road is being arranged for people from the various 
centres.

Please let me know at your earliest convenience whether you are 
able to send a representative and from which region.

Yours sincerely,

Nan Cross 
ECC National worker

l o
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P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

25 Apri1 1991

NUSAS and SANSCO National 
9 D.J.du Plessis Centre 
West Campus 
P.O. Wits

Dear friends

ECC NATIONAL CONFERENCE 1991

ECC will be holding a National conference from May 9th to 12th, 
and we would be glad to have a representive from NUSAS* and 
SANSCO.

The agenda has not yet been finalised, but will include the 
setting of priorities for ECC, an analysis of Conscription, past, 
present and future, a report on Natal violence monitoring from 
ECC’s fieldworker, policy discussions on a future army for South 
Africa as well as an assessment of the SADF now, and a general 
overview of the political situation.

The venue for the conference is the Katberg Protea Hotel in the 
Eastern Cape. The cost for the whole weekend (Thursday dinner to 
Sunday breakfast) will be R215 per person, and delegates and 
organisations are being asked to contribute as much as they can. 
Transport by road is being arranged for people from J o’burg, and 
the other centres will do likewise.

Please let me know at your earliest convenience whether you are 
able to send a representative (or two, depending on the state of 
your merger) and from which centre(s).

Yours sincerely,

Nan Cross
ECC National worker

END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN
P.O. Box 537 
Kengray 2100

X  (.OluA.
«V-o r r -T '

Methodist Order of Peacemakers 
c/o Mr Rob Thomson 
Fax No: 011 23-2390

a

Phone: 836-8423 
Fax: 834-3189

CL

/Y<
*T'

.

W i t h  C o m p l i m e n t s



End Cohscription Campaign ______
Durban Office
56 Ecimenical Centre 
20 St Andrew's St. 
4001 Durban 

Tel (031) 304-5883 
Fax (031) 301-6611

2 6  M a r c h  1991

D e a r  N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e / N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e r

MOTIVATION TO EXTEND NATAL ECC FIELDWORKER POSITION FOR A FURTHER
SIX MONTHS

As y o u  know, H a y d n  O s b o r n ' s  s i x  m o n t h  c o n t r a c t  c o m e s  t o  an e n d  at 
t h e  e n d  of n e x t  m o n t h  (30 A p r i l ) .

W e  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  an e x t e n s i v e  e v a l u a t i o n  of t h e  job d u r i n g  t h e  
c o u r s e  of t w o  m e e t i n g s ,  a n d  a f t e r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  at o u r  l a s t  
G e n e r a l  B o d y  m e e t i n g ,  resolved to strongly request National for 
permission and for funding to extend Haydn's contract by a fui— 
ther six months.

O u r  m o t i v a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  r e q u e s t  is a s  f o l l o w s  :

1. A s  c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  H a y d n ' s  r e p o r t  ( a t t a c h e d )  t h e r e  c o n t i n ­
u e s  t o  b e  a c r i t i c a l  n e e d  f o r  m o n i t o r s  in t h e  f i e l d .  V i o l e n c e  in 
N a t a l  c o n t i n u e s  at c r i s i s  l e vel. E v e n  w h e n  it a b a t e s ,  t h e  S A D F  
will p l a y  an i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  in i m p l e m e n t i n g  a n y  p e a c e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  
a n d  t h e y  w i l l  n e e d  to b e  m o n i t o r e d  in t h i s  role.

2. In t h e  l i g h t  of o u r  l a s t  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  d e c i s i o n  t h a t  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  & r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  a r e  k e y  a r e a s  of w o r k  f o r  E C C  in 
t h e  f u t u r e ,  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  e m p l o y i n g  a f i e l d w o r k e r  
is t h e  m o s t  a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y  f o r w a r d  f o r  E C C  in N a t a l .  It c o n t i n ­
u e s  t o  b e  t h e  m o s t  c o n c r e t e  ?< e f f e c t i v e  w a y  in w h i c h  w e  can 
c o n t r i b u t e  t o w a r d s  our- g o a l s  of w o r k i n g  f o r  a j u s t  p e a c e  & a 
p o s i t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ,  b u i l d i n g  n o n r a c i a l i s m ,  
c o u n t e r i n g  m i l i t a r i s m  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o w a r d s  t h e  p r o c e s s  of 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  & r e c o n s t r u c t i o n .

3. H a y d n  h a s  b e e n  d o i n g  an e x c e l l e n t  job u n d e r  o f t e n  e x t r e m e l y  
d i f f i c u l t  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  T h e r e  a r e  n u m e r o u s  e x a m p l e s  of w a y s  in 
w h i c h  he, h a s  m a d e  a d i f f e r e n c e  f o r  p e a c e  on t h e  g r o u n d ,  s o m e t i m e s  
at r i s k  t o  h i s  p e r s o n a l  s a f e t y .  On t h e  b a s i s  of h i s  w o r k  o v e r  
t h e  p a s t  5 m o n t h s  w e  h a v e  u n q u a l i f i e d  c o n f i d e n c e  in h i s  a b i l i t y  

t o  d o  t h e  job.

4. H a y d n  h a s  i n t e g r a t e d  well w i t h  t h e  m o n i t o r s  of o u r  f r a t e r n a l  
o r g a n i s a t i o n s  ( B l a c k  S a s h ,  DP, IDASA, L R C ) . T h e y  s u p p o r t  o u r  
v i e w  t h a t  t h e  job s h o u l d  c o n t i n u e  & t h a t  H a y d n  is p l a y i n g  a v i t a l  
r o l e  in t h e  m o n i t o r i n g  team.

W e  h a v e  t r i e d  h a r d  t o  b e  h o n e s t  in o u r  e v a l u a t i o n ,  a n d  n e e d  to

/

National Office
P.O. Box 537 
2100 Kengray

Tel (011) 836-8423 
Fax (011) 834-3189
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a c k n o w l e d g e  a n u m b e r  o-f w e a k n e s s e s  on t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n ' s  p a r t  ;

1. A s  c a n  a l s o  b e  s e e n  in H a y d n ' s  r e p o r t ,  w e a r i n g  an E C C  'hat' 
h a s  c l o s e d  s t a t e / s e c u r i t y  -forces d o o r s  w h i c h  m a y  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  
b e e n  o p e n  to a m o r e  ' n e u t r a l '  o r g a n i s a t i o n  in t h e i r  e y e s .  T h i s  
is a w e a k n e s s  of o u r s ,  a n d  H a y d n  is on t h e  s h a r p  e n d  of it! 
H o w e v e r  t h i s  is o u r  h i s t o r y  a n d  w h o  w e  are. W e  d o n ' t  h a v e  t h e  
r e s o u r c e s  t o  c o u n t e r  t h i s  i m a g e  a n d  e v e n  if we d i d  w e ' r e  n o t  s u r e  
t h a t  we w o u l d  w a n t  to. A f t e r  m u c h  d i s c u s s i o n  w e  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h i s  
'b u r d e n '  w e  c a r r y  w i t h  o u r  n a m e  d o e s  n o t  o u t - w e i g h  t h e  bene-fit of 
k e e p i n g  t h e  f i e l d w o r k e r  job g o i n g .

2. We h a v e  n o t  g i v e n  H a y d n  t h e  s u p p o r t  & d i r e c t i o n  t h a t  h e  h a s  
n e e d e d .  H e  has, q u i t e  u n d e r s t a n d a b l y ,  f o u n d  t h i s  d e m o t i v a t i n g .  
W e  h a v e  b e g u n  t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  w e a k n e s s  b y  f o r m i n g  a s m a l l  s u p p o r t  
g r o u p  for H a y d n .  T h i s  g r o u p  will b e  a 'rap g r o u p '  a s  well as 
g i v i n g  d i r e c t i o n ,  i d e n t i f y i n g  p r i o r i t i e s ,  etc. It wi l l  m e e t  w i t h  
h i m  at l e a s t  f o r t n i g h t l y .  It h a s  a l r e a d y  m e t  3 t i m e s  t h i s  m o n t h .

3. We h a v e  f a i l e d  t o  m a k e  full u s e  of t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a i n e d  by 
H a y d n  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  of h i s  work. We h a v e  n o t  a n a l y s e d  
d i s s e m i n a t e d  it w i d e l y  e n o u g h .  W e  h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  r e c t i f y  t h i s  
by, at l e a s t ,  d e v e l o p i n g  a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  m a i l i n g  l i s t  of k e y  
p e o p l e  & o r g a n i s a t i o n s  t o  t a r g e t  w i t h  r e g u l a r  i n f o r m a t i o n  S< 
a n a l y s i s  b u l l e t i n s  (if y o u  h a v e  a n y  s u g g e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  let us 
know). We a r e  j u s t  a b o u t  t o  g e t  t h i s  p r o j e c t  off t h e  g r o u n d .

P l e a s e  let u s  h e a r  y o u r  v i e w  a s  s o o n  as p o s s i b l e .  It will be 
o n l y  f a i r  to g i v e  H a y d n  a s  m u c h  n o t i c e  as p o s s i b l e  if h i s  c o n ­
t r a c t  is n o t  g o i n g  to b e  r e n e w e d .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  h o p e  it w o n ' t  c o m e  

to t h a t !

Y o u r s  in t h e  s t r u g g l e  f o r  a j u s t  p e a c e  in o u r  land,

DURBAN ECC
f o r  E C C  in N a t a l

ps m o s t  of t h e  2 0  0 0 0  Z u l u - 1 a n g u a g e  K n o w  Y o u r  R i g h t s  p a m p h l e t s  

w h i c h  we h a d  p r i n t e d  in O c t o b e r  l a s t  y e a r  h a v e  n o w  b e e n  d i s t r i b ­
u t e d  in v a r i o u s  t o w n s h i p s  a r o u n d  N a t a l .



P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

M a y  o 1991

D e a r  ECC b r a n c h e s

N a  1 1 o n  a i .Co.ti.fe re n e e  19 9 1

S o m e  b r a n c h e s  n a v e  a s k e d  f o r  d i r e c t i o n s  to t h e  K a t b e r g .  so I am 
s e n d i n g  t h e  s k e t c h  m a p  f r o m  the b a c k  of t h e  b r o c h u r e .  F o r  f u r t h e r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n s u l t  y o u r  "local A A , a n d  if you w a n t  to k n o w  m o r e  
a b o u t  the h o t e l  i t s e l f ,  i t ’s c a l l e d  t h e  K a t b e r g  P r o t e a  H o t e l  and 
b r o c h u r e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  any o t h e r  h o t e  I in t h e  P r o t e a  g r o u p .

For w h a t e v e r  f r e e  t i m e  we h a v e  avai iable b r i n g  t h i n g s  l i k e  
w a l k i n g  s h o e s  a n d  s w i m m i n g  gear. I ’m t o l d  i t ’s s t i l l  a u i t e  h o t  
c u r i n g  t h e  d a y  b u t  c o l d i s h  at n i g h t s ,  so w a r m e r  c l o t h e s  a l s o  
m i g h t  oe n e e d e d .  A n d  t a l k i n g  of c l o t h e s ,  r e m e m b e r  that, t h i s  is 
a h o tel a n d  w e  will n o t  be t h e  o n l y  p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  i.e wi l l  be 
s h a r i n g  t h e  d i n i n g  r o o m  w i t h  b u s i n e s s m e n ,  h o l i d a y - m a k e r s  or 
p e r h a p s  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  c o m e  to t h e  m o u n t a i n s  f o r  a c u i e t  rest.

ECC will be p a y i n g  t h e  h o t e l  bill f o r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a n d  m e a l s ,  
but of c o u r s e  t h i s  d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h i n g s  like p r i v a t e  t e l e o n o n e  
c a l l s  a n d  bar s e r v i c e ;  s o  d e l e g a t e s  p l e a s e  c o m e  p r e p a r e d  to 
fa) c o n t r i b u t e  as m u c h  as p o s s i b l e  to t h e  g e n e r a l  h o t e l  bill - 

m i n i m u m  R 4 0  m a x i m u m  R215:
(b) f i n a n c e  y o u r  o w n  " e x t r a s”.

As f a r  as t r a v e l l i n g  e x p e n s e s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d ,  e a c h  b r a n c h  of ECC 
will be r e s p o n s i b l e  for p e t r o l  c o s t s  (and toll c h a r g e s  if any ) .  
D r i v e r s  s h o u l d  o r g a n i s e  t h i s  w i t h  t h e i r  local T r e a s u r e r ,  w h o  will 
h a v e  a c h a n c e  to c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  T r e a s u r e r  at t h e  
c o n f e r e n c e  if t h e y  a r e  in d i r e  f i n a n c i a l  s t r a i t s .

D r i v e  s a f e l y  - H a m b a m  k a n l e  - L e k k e r  ry.
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P.O. Box 537 Phone: 336-3423
Ken gray 2100 Fax: 334-3139
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END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGNv.
P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-3423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

May 3 1991

Protea Hotels,
Kennaway Hotel
East London
Fax No 0431 21326

For attention Tertia Meyer 

Dear Tertia,

Delegates to ECC conference at Katberg Hotel, 9-12 May.

Sorry, the numbers are not yet finalised, so far we have about 
45 on our list, coming from Cape Town (10), East London (5), 
Durban (5), Port Elizabeth (1 or 2), Grahamstown (10), 
Bloemfontein (1), Johannesburg (11 +).

I dont think its necessary to work out detailed rooming lists in 
advance; this can probably be sorted out as people arrive.

There m a y  be a few vegetarians among us, but I am sure the hotel 
will be able to cope with this.

Can you pass this information on to Katberg, and 1  will contact 
you again next week.

Nan Cross A '
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END CONSCRIPTION CAMPAIGN
P.O. Box 537 Phone: 836-8423
Kengray 2100 Fax: 834-3189

12 April 1991

Dear ECC branches

I’ve just been reading through some of Roddy’s branch letters, 
and am so impressed. Please d on’t expect such a high standard 
of communication from me, but I’ll try!

At the moment the big thing is NATIONAL CONFERENCE. Its on, its 
at the Katberg Protea Hotel between Queenstown and Fort Beaufort 
(41 km from FB), and it starts on Thursday evening May 9th, 
ending on Sunday morning with time to get back for work next day. 
The agenda is being drawn up by J o’burg ECC, so shout now if 
there’s anything you specially want included. The draft agenda 
will be circulated soon. There will be some free time to enjoy 
what the hotel blurb describes as the "deeply wooded hills and 
vales of the Winterberg" and\or Horseriding, tennis, snooker, 
squash, swimming or whatever.*

What is needed now is numbers of people coming. Could you let me 
know by April 24th? The cost will be R100 per person for the 
weekend, but no doubt there will be some help for totally 
indigent reps or branches. As Roddy puts it "people will be 
expected to pay as much as they can afford".

When planning travel arrangements try to arrive before dark: the 
last 13km is dirt road. Since Katberg is miles from everywhere 
its probably best and also cheapest to travel by road; the 
nearest airport is East London 200 km away so cars would have to 
be hired from there anyway. Other road distances (per the A A ) 
are Durban 640 km, Bloem 650 km, Cape Town 1058 km and J o’burg 
900 km.

Hope to see you at the Katberg but will be in touch again before 
then.

Nan Cross.
(Rather bewildered part time new national worker)

*Is ECC too suffering from delusions of grandeur? A national 
conference at a HOTEL nogal! Just goes to show that its high time 
for conscription to end.

o c
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Phone: 836-8423 
Fax: 834-3189

May 3 1991

Protea Hotels,
Kennaway Hotel
East London
Fax No 0431 21326

P.O. Box 537 
Kengray 2100

For attention Tertia Meyer

Dear Tertia,

Delegates to ECC conference at Katberg Hotel, 9-12 May.

Sorry, the numbers are not yet finalised, so far we have about 
45 on our list, coming from Cape Town (10), East London (5), 
Durban (5), Port Elizabeth (1 or 2), Grahamstown (10), 
Bloemfontein (1), Johannesburg (11 +).

I dont think its necessary to work out detailed rooming lists in 
advance; this can probably be sorted out as people arrive.

There may be a few vegetarians among us, but I am sure the hotel 
will be able to cope with this.

Can you pass this information on to Katberg, and X will contact 
you again next week.

Thanks

Nan Cross

P.C
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YOURPRIVATE RETREAT IN THE WINTERBERG.
A restful environment is just the thing when 

tackling mission planning, strategies — even 
takeovers or mergers And with so man) things 

to consider, the last tiling you need — or get — 
is interruptions or distractions.
The Katberg Protea has a long history of 
traditional values and good service — arid lives 
up to it. The atmosphere is still one of old- 
fashioned quality, making the Katberg Protea a 
tote! that has always been highly rated by 
executives with bLgger issues to contend with.

REFURBISHED AND 
UP-TO-DATE.
Vo complement the magical country atmosphere, 
the hotel's 68 double roorr.s have recently been 
refurbished And, of course >,e conference rooms 
received undivided ati'-ntiun.

Equipment such, as slide projectors and whiteboards 
are standard in all three, and between 30 and 220 
delegates can be accommodated with a 
chooirooiTi seating arrangement Naturally, a 
boardroom format also seats smaller groups in 
perfect comfort.

LEISURE ACTIVITIES TO KEEP 
DELEGATES ON THEIR TOES.
Besides the very atmosphere of the Katberg Protea 
Hotel, various leisure activities help you get the 
stress out of your sy stem. Tennis and squash courts, 
a bowling green, pool and golf course leave you 
w ith a dear mind for the rext day's meeting, Or 
try horsending and forest walks
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