
STATEMENT TO POLICE : note

The attached statement was received by me from Garth Bennymore o f Liliesleaf Trust 
on 4 October 2004, the first time I hd seen it since 1963.1 was told that this was 
among papers in the possession o f Dr Percy Yutar (prosecutor), which he had kept 
after the trial.

The statement is not signed by me and is undated, although someone appears to have 
written ‘Summary of evidence 11.9.63’ at the end, and there is an illegible signature 
possibly o f Lt van Wyk who took my statement.

See: Bob Hepple, Young Man with a Red Tie: a memoir o f Mandela and the failed  
revolution 1960-63 (Jacana, 2013) pp.131-2; and see Kenneth S.Broun, Saving Nelson 
Mandela (Oxford UP,2012) p. 157.



90S iVEXAXDBB. KEPFU stele#  »-

I h  u  M a lt guropean Sale resid ing  a t  43 helebrock C rassest, 

v ic tory  Park, Johannesburg. X a® a p rac tising  Advocaiv of the Supreme 

Court, Having bean a asm bar o f  tbs Johannesburg Bar nine* January , 1962.

Before th is  I  was an Attorney,Notary and Conveyancer and a f u l l - t in a  le c tu re r  

in  la s  a t  the Jn iv e re lty  of the Witwaterarand,

I  hare been informed of the a lle g a tio n s  against me o f  sabotage end 

Of fu rth e rin g  the ob jec ts o f a banned organisation* 1 an making th is  

statem ent free ly  and v o lu n ta rily  vh lle  in  my sound and sober sense* w ithout 

being unduly influenced there to  su b je c t, however to the  promise and 

assurance which h&t been given to  me th a t  th is  statem ent w il l  not be used 

ag a in st me e i th e r  d ire c t ly  o r  in d ire c tly  la  any proceedings, but th a t  I  w il l  

be used a* a s ta te  w itness. I  understand th a t  provided I  give ay evidence  ̂

s a t i s f a c to r i ly  I  w ill rece ive  an indemnity a g a in s t p ro se c u tio n .

I  was re c ru ite d  as a member of the  South African Communist P arty  

in  o r  about 1954 by Advocate Jse  Slove . I  allowed my membership o f  th is  

organisation to  lap .o  at one stage tout a t  th e  time Of my a r r e s t  on the  11th 

J u ly ,1963# 1 we* s t i l l  a member o f  the o rg an isa tio n *  from about 1958 

onward* almost a l l  ay p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  ¥aa concen tra ted  on the tra d e  union 

movement# However, I  re fra in d d  from open p o l i t i c a l  a c t iv i ty  and be liev ed  th a t  

my a c t iv i t i e s  were not well-known by the  P o lic e .

In  about O ctober,1962, Adv.Slovo, asked me w hether I  was 

prepared to  receive  correspondence a t  my o f f ic e  address*  I  cannot now 

remember h is  exact words but they were to  th e  e f f e c t  th a t  the  "noveaent*

(which 1 understood to mean th e  Coffimunist P arty  a n d /o r th e  A frican  N a tio n a l 

Congress) was experiencing  d i f f i c u l ty  in  communications because o f  th e  

spate  o f  house a r r e s ts  and bankings. He thought th . t  I  was r e la t iv e ly  unknown 

to the p o lice  and acco rd ir '7 my address wav no t l ik e ly  to  h© under sur

v e illan ce  but would provide a "resp ec tab le*  channel f o r  re c e iv in g  l e t t e r s .

J agreed to d-. th is  *nd from th a t  time on X received  som ething l ik e  ono o r

two l e t t e r s  on the average each week, postaarked from Durbar. ,P o r t  H liru b c th  

and Capetown*

.*  » •psgv 2/
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tb*M  l* t t« r*  t-i-lrcaavi to  * e . I  would 6 pen lh<™ and
*■-*'' w> -- -*

nom slly  found inal&a a sealed envelope Barked "For Cedric*. Soawtiaes to*

lnnide envelop# v*a not earked. CooaaiouaUy th*r* was no Inelde oovclope 

a t a l l .  On such occasion" 1 glanoad a t  the l a t t e r  which w*« eddrvaeed ta  

"bear C*dri g" and appeared to be signed " N a te l l a T h e  content* were »»anirsg~ 

l*o* to *o an they were e ith e r  c ry p tic  or consisted  o f  a ce rise  * r  masher#.

I  paid no p a r tic u la r  n o tice  to the* . Wisn there  »ae a oeelsd Inside  

envelope I did cot open i t .

At f i r s t  X handed these le t te r #  to  Slovo* L a te r, ta  shout 

A pril 1965, Slovo to ld  »a th a t I t  wae Inconvenient fo r  hi® to take the 

l e t t e r s  from ae *nd he enquired whether 1 would »ind tak ing  the* to  a c e r ta in  

place which would a a i ia t  e n ta i l  a  ra th e r  long Journey, but which I could to do 

on ay way to  o r  frcra work. 1 to ld  h i*  th a t l  was agreeable provided th a t 1 

could make my own tin e a  fo r  going th e re .

Slow* then took me out to  the L ily la a f  Farts,111vonia* 1 th ink  

i t  wee the  ease afternoon a s  a f t e r  working hours, i had never been th e re  

before and 1 don’t  th ink  1 would have been ab le  to  fin d  i t  w ithout hi* 

a s s is ta n c e , I did not know whose house i t  was o r  who liv e d  in  i t *  When wa 

a rrived  we went d i r e c t ly  to an outhoue* with a thatched roof* ¥» round Mbski 

•lone there* I  was in troduced to  him by Slovo* 1 hod p rev iously  heard  o f  

Nbek* an the P ort Slits*both correspondent Of "Hew Age" nasapaper, 1 never 

s t  any tiiae was to ld  expressly  what h is  connection was w ith any o f  ih# 

unlaw ful o rganisations*

Sevan", We talked to  Mbesci fo r  a l i t t l e  w hile , and I  l e a r n t  th a t he had
......................-  ......... ...............  ¥  <•-<*—.  ‘ .wsr , ,U ‘

uervsd w ith a house a r r e s t  o rd e r con fin ing  h i*  to  h is  hofto ia  P o rt

K iirab e th , but th a t he v a t l iv in g  a t  the P ara . I  notified on. o r two bods 

in  the roes*

A fter th is  f wen t out to  the Far* in  my own oar , en my own, 

a t w i a a t s l y  °*c* each week. The t f a » .  of *  v i s i t s  v a ried  but they ware

* lV *yM dU^ L ± L ^ »  UJ5ua1^  1“  « »  lsU _ aftan > o o n , on sy  way homo fro *

0s  the f i r s t  few occasion* tho v i s i t s  vof* o f  rh o r t^ d u m tio n , 1 so re ly  

f*«ndod <•>«» le t  -re to  H hok i, exchanged K few words, and i « f i ,

t . i . p a t e  V
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I  a r r a n t  to  com to the fan . a f * .  4w « U U r  1» « *  • « ' • « « *  to  d* t h i s .  

VbM I t r r l ^  ob th a t  M M M ift to  p reaea t th e t  * « * *  3 ia a lu >

Kfeeki and BemeteiB a t the Far*. I  h*v* taw‘'n Sswurtolft fo r  «a»7 

Wien I wan in  tb* 3.*.CoB*reaa of 3«*> cra t. i»  «aa on execu tive  « « * f  

o f  the organ laaU on . I  have always bean an f r ie n d ly  s o c ia l  te n ia .a »  **U > witli

autum n. warl i ah is  and M s fam ily . We s e t  •dfa ^ ttg ^ l jgwgi

t t »  main a f f e c ts  o f  the A ct. a f t e r  whitfc I  vao questioned  about i t .  The

diacueeion laatad ar. hoar or t»o.

S h o rtly  before I  went m u g  fo r  two weak*’ h o lid a y  in  a id -jtoy 

3 ia u lu  a poke to  «® a t  the Farm about the defence o f  peraona accused o f 

p o l i t i c a l  o ffe n c e s . He to ld  aw th a t  ho was d is tu rb ed , a t  th a  f a c t  t h a t  although  

the befvnoe and Aid fund a s c ie to d  persona charged w ith  ee*e p o l i t i c a l  a ffo n ec s  

in  f in d in g  counsel, so o rg a n is a tio n  e x is te d  to  h e lp  people cha rg e d  w i.r. 

sabotage an the 3efeoce and Aid Fund was c o t p rep a red  to  h e lp  i n  th e  l a t t e r  

c a se s . T h is was about the  t in e  th a t  some In d ia n  non had been charged 

w ith  sabotage in  the Rand Supreme C ourt and I  was le d  to  u n d ers tan d  tn * t  th e re  

had been sose d i f  f i c u l t i e s  l a  a r ra n g in g  d efence f e r  th e se  s e n .  Ha askad  a*

whether I  could in v e s tig a te  tha  p o s itio n  and t e l l  him about i t .  I  arranged 

to  s e a t  h<« a  few days l a t e r  a t  the Fax*. t&  When I  x»*t went th e re  « few 

<iay» l a t e r  I  was taken in to  the sa in  house a t  the For* in to  the lounge, 

- iw s f i t  in

only a female servant in  the k itc h e n . As f a r  as I  rassafeer those p resen t 

were S lvve, Sisulu.K beki and S a th rad a . 1 p resen ted  a re p o rt and • a ie  seme 

suggestion* as to  how le g a l  a s s is ta n c e  could be arranged  in  sabotage cases 

end the l ik e ,  where th e re  -e re  ac e x is t in g  arrangem ent*, Sobbing was f in a l 

ised  about th is  i s  ssy p resence. A fte r  shout an hour I  l e f t  the p ro a lse a , 

leaving the o th e rs  s t i

Sr*c tin s  d u rin g  June KbefcL, I  tu ia k ,  axknd so i f  I  eeald  go in to  

le g a l p o s itio n  o f  fc-re: ~n A fricans in  the  tt .p u b lic  a f t e r  Ju ly  1 s t .  and 

the new laws and r e f l a t i o n s  a f f e c t in g  en try  to  and frost South A frica  fro *  

tfw P ro tec to ru tv a , I arranged a t in e  a r t  d a te  w ith  h i* ,  When I effles to  

the Fer* i  fotatf S U k j, 3 iau lu  and W ilton N m y ri th e r e .  Tfci- was th e  f i r s t
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tUM I had seen Wcvayd th e r e .  I  had p rev io u sly  « * *  * f w  ***”

a e r i i a r  -Han ha . «  an — * *» « -  T « - n  T r i a l .  X d id  Kl» e a r ,

w e ll. I  »at thea la  the outhouse w ith the tha tched  ro o f. I*  «y re p o r t ,

b e s id e s  d e a lin g  w ith  th e  le g a l  p e t i t i o n  I  w sntloned  th e  b o rd e r  p o s t*  a*d 
end camps f o r  p rh iW te a  im m igran ts.

c o n tro l  p o in ts /  1 e s s  q u es tio n e d  and th e re  -a n  some d is c u s s io n ,  * -hen

Kbeki, Sisulu and Kathrada were there. Yhen I arrived there -as a Volkswagen 

Ko»bi ran parked near the outhouses. I sa- a bearded and hespec

European man, whoa I  d id  no t re c o g n ise , s ta n d in g  n ex t to  th e  van ta lk in g  to  

K ath rada . I  walked paBt thorn, they  took no n o tic e  o f  me. I  went in to  th e  

outhouse w ith th e  th a tch ed  ro o f  and a f t e r  a  l i t t l e  w h ile  K ath rada  caiae in  

say in g  som ething about th e  European man r e f e r r in g  to  him o s *¥ i l l i a a - 3" .

The European got in to  th e  K osbi van and drove away. The nex t tim e  1 saw 

t h i s  man was a f t e r  my a r r e s t  on th e  11 th  J u ly .  W hile we

to g e th e r  to  th e  F o r t ,  he in tro d u c e d  h im se lf  to  me a s  D ennis Goldbe r g .  I  had 

heard  o f  him befo re  and may have met h in  i n  Capetown a  few y e a rs  p r e v io u s ly , 

but I  cannot now remember t h i s .

The same day th a t  I  saw "W illiam s" (G o ld b erg ' one o f  th e  p e rso n s  

th « re  ( I  cannot remember p r e c is e ly  whoo) asked  me ab o u t th e  c o n d i t io n s  o f  

90-Day d e ta in e e s . S is u lu  a ls o  m entioned th a t  ho was in t e r e s t e d  in  d is c u s s in g  

h io  appea l a g a in e t a c o n v ic tio n  in  th e  te g io n a l  C ourt w ith  me. A f te r  a b i t  

o f d is c u s s io n  I  a rranged  to  come bade a t  3 p . s .  on 1 1 th  J u ly  to  d is c u s s

th ese  m a tte r s , I  aade t h i s  arrangem ent p r o v id e n a l  upon ay  n o t b e in g  

engaged in  co u rt on th a t  d ay .

1 thpr^afto ,- x^dc a numbor c f  eaq u lr i e o  a Hour g g f^ jb ^ g jjy  jjf*

90 day d e ta in e e s  and went in to  th e  le g a l  p o s i t i o n .  I  was n o t a b le  to  go in to  

th e  q u es tio n  o f  S i s u l t i ^ s  a p p e a l ,

. . . .  page 6/
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afternoon or » «  U th  July ano *»>-,** <M 4W «y Ow» to the ?«u». IfeS* l

am vffd they# 1 found fon w tM n , K M a end w i t t e r  I f r t t w

•*A* ®r* !t*  p resis** . TW/ w*r* not a l l  ! n the mrtho*## with t l»

roof «nd were ssorifi. around, TV. )«et-*«nUoft*d A frisas sa l*  1 iM i « » «  
aad taliciag to others on

walking aroird /th* p tesl»*a on o ®r«riot,» oecaeion* but I r.o'i no? epo-Sesc

Uj Hi* them * On July 11th bo introduced h t u o l f  to  * •  a* what •oun&ed life*

"uciaye". Bo *sid  that an a r t ! s i#  stoa t hi® rjuJ appeared in  ife* “SunO-ny

R rprant"  and ha sought my profnanloraii *.1V1 »  a tout that a r t i s t e ,

Aftar I hvt b m  *r t v  preaJsee far  about 15 * u n * i»  ( l,*», about

5.15 i>.r>.) U it before tfe# d issu a sio n  so  trs* 00 Say Act bad euMonrad* tM

Polios arrived «cd I was a rre s ted . On tv- t a ble in  Va# roo* there «
“ * afid on# by Bertrand fo jess ll '

book by Kao Tsa-'Poa^ and aosen dccustseta. hem B leit appeared to V  losM ag

at th ese , 1 s ty  bays toudbsd tha daouMtaU wbils shat tin g  to hi* and g e ttin g  

my o*0f tm t  on tbs ta b la . I  did not sa tis*  tfe# contents Of tb s  doensaat* 

ercept fo r ona ufciefe appeared to  be a l e t t e r .  Sons of tbaaa da«*«nt*  #*e 

diacussed with a« or in sy presence.

> *ttR g  sy  v an « u a  v ia I t*  to  the Psre I  bad *  f«v  l a f o a n l  

iw rts  wi t h those th ere  about cu rren t p o l i t i c a l  event** but th e se  d iscu ss io n *  

v«r« c o t o f any s ig n if ico o cs#  So s l l i t a r y  o r  cach in g . p is e s  vara  « se r  

disem ced with so or la  ay presence, f o n m r  1 was a c t ' * ly  l i a c - j u r - ^  

frog enqu iring  shout e a t to r e  which d id  fast concern so* I  sms never o tp rew sly  

t&ld th a t  tfce a e t l r t t l s e  o f  underground o rg a n isa tio n *  *sr*  b e ing  cw sv a to d

/

' roa t ta  preals*** bat I c e rta in ly  gained tfc* i»pr**»i*R th a t ii is  vs* tfc*
r<* «<c- r k t

cas s ,  p a r tic u la rly  a f te r  x bad seen persoss whs had absconded f r? s  house 

a rre s t them  an # m»ber o f occasions.

About the fcegjf./.lnr; of Ju ly , sh o rtly  a f te r  border c o n tro ls  srttb 

* *  W  aetred M  X „ «  4V th e  f s »

1 eoyone vto w U  to „  through the b o r e r s  cith. a p an o jo rt. 

s««4 H »  «hy end he e*14 he wanted to  get .u -as of m m /  "ro* Joo

**» ia «  totOTS^r pr.o* .:e  sg St gftcuw  .  $ know that H iTIHilll

^  ^  *“• **» 4 s».€. 1 l M «b of ii

' * '? r-.T  7 /
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# f  maj/otm o f i im a4, but l  ev-gg»®te4 to Ilia  tSsai he g#a»i4#r w»i», •  la* ia»  

bj, th» n**« of Sorts* who liwos ijs Basutoland a r t  wb*B I Mr* s e t  on holidays 

finBesutoland a r t  wr.fi* I knxt to i*  oonr^cta i with B e su ie ia rt pell l i e * .

Kboki sa id  he ii<ovgfrr. i t  « good idee a r t  he would 1s t  K ettbevs knew. I  never 

h ea rt any sa r*  about t h i s .

On eras occasion wnen 1 brought a l e t t e r  to  tb a  T a re , I  found 

81ov» and B beki to g e th e r  in  th e  outhouse w ith  th e  th a te ta d  ro o f .  1 th in k  i t  

w«« not long a f t e r  the 90 day Act had com* in to  fo r c e .  There were a sue her 

o f papers and books on the  ta b le .  I  asked S lave  TTny w o n 't  you a t  O hasbers.* 

And be sa id  " l a *  n o t going to  Chaesbaro, X th iiJc  I  *ay b« a r r e s te d  under the 

90 Bay Act a r t  I aa busy working here  on so** very 1* p o rt a n t p la n s ,  * X said. 

"What s o r t  o f  p lan a ,? "  He re p lie d  * T h a t 's  top  s e c r e t  r ig h t  now." i  l e f t  i t  

a t  t h a t .

On *y v a rio u s  v i s i t s  to  th e  prem ises I  o c c a s io n a lly  lasaped in to  

C o lire ic iu  Ones only  I  saw h is  w ife on th e  prem ises but d id  r a t  speak  to  h o r .

I aurie hard ly  knew 'Jo ld re ic h , and on ly  a f t e r  X had been th e re  a  few i i s e a  

d id  I le a rn  th a t  he stayed  ir, the  h o u se . One day le ld re ic fe  saw m  and aald 

" Do you know th e re  ia  s  freedom ra d io  coming on th e  a i r  tomorrow n ig h t .  ? *

He to ld  ae on what w avelength to  tu n e  i n .  I d id  so and heard  " Radio L ib e ra t io n  

which wan d esc rib ed  a s  "The ? o ico  o f  th e  ASC” .  The announcer, whose vo ice

I  eanoat p o s itiv e ly  id e n tify ,  but could hnve been K b e k t 'a ,  spoke about June 

26th as Rr. edo* Bay and in troduced W alter 3 isu lu »  I  then  recognised  the 

voice o f S ls ttlu . who spoke about the  co n tin u a tio n  o f " th e  s tru g g le "  d e s p ite

bankings and a r r e s t s .  I  cannot ib e r  tire e x a c t d e t a i l s  o f  a l a  t a l k  any

longer. I never saw a radio transmitter on the Fans premises or o Is* who re.

The first time I saw Soldxeich o r the premises, I chatted to 

ni* for 8 He told me that he had p u t  cuae back a little while before

fro* Chechoslovak ia .  I ao«*d him what he sas doing th e re  a r t  be said th a t  be 

h,|d ***" tbert! ga ” »* d i n n e r  for tfe Ifekocto organisation. That

terminated our dl-eussisn a W .  it, e 5 I f 9 l t  m 9  a ^  whiei. J

was not entitled tc V m e about |

0/

I
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I t m  w o  Been «W of the f o l t t ^  t*” onB “  t t e  

Suth H r t ,  M  Bodgeon, Karlua Severn. Xehd.la, * * r *

o r  Wolpe*
I have never heart .to u t or aeon .  hou « 4ie o o « r « l  t ,  the 

police at Trarallyiu
One day Kathrada poked ne to give hin .  l i f t  Tron. the 

PiI»  in to  town. Tartpyod h i .  o u t o i d .  - -  P ^ o ^ i ^ o .  Sood. 

Mountain View. i. week «  two a fter  th is  ( towards the end o f June) I  

n ^ T i f t o d  Kathrada free  the Fart, to theee pren ia ea . a .  i n v i t e  «  

f 0r ^ 7 o .  V. went in to  a garden co ttar .  Kathrada to ld  no that the

even know i f  they Prow that I  an stay ing  h e r e .-  They t hlnh t h a t ^ i l l i ^  

or ( he then mentioned son. other none which I  thinh « »  Bronhhoret) i s

renting the p la c e .” 1 .a id  ”1= « « *  th*  *°U 80 * ”

rep lied l "Mo there 1 .  another European l iv in g  here with W t .r  ny

arreet I cane to connect Wild lan d  w ith Ooldber g . I  do not know who the

ownerd o f the house or oottage are or were. I  have never heard o f  the ^

Kreelsw

y
Y
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