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119 Incorporation of the Townships under one local authority namely 
Sastonville, 3vaton and Small Farms.
These are the views and recommendations of the African National Congress 

• (Transvaal)*

0. 5. R&I0HAN03,,
PRESIDENT,

1, Rosenberg Arcade,
58, Market Street,
JOHANN -SBUrC. ^  
10th April 1947.
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LÂ ĉdyh- Ŝ &
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There is now talk of putting me in charge of a Native 
Agricultural School we want to open up as soon as possible, I 
hnly hope and pray it may come through.

Por some time I have been advocating that a school of this 
type be established, where we can train our own Demonstrators. At 
present they are being trained by the Native Education.Department 
and we are hot at all satisfied with them. Wow, at last, the idea 
looks like being given a trial, and best of it is that Mr. Alvord 
wants me to take charge.

Lately there have been 3 0 many ideas of mine that have been, 
or are to be, adopted. I say this without any boast, because it 
is true. Uaturall t feel bucked when a.n idea of mine is taken 
notice of. 3ut so fare, they have 7/anted me to do all these jobs 
like the Animal Husbandry one. So I am wonfdering which one I will 
eventually be landed with. t prgCy that it will be the School.

years now, I have dreamt of an Agricultural School for 
Natives. This could eventually become a college, xiixxxst from 
which trained Native Agriculturists could be sent out all over 
the country. For they will need a lot 0^ them, as I feel that 
the greater part 0 the Natives development lies in the direction 
of agriculture. There are so many thousands in the Reserves today 
whose only hope of salvation and Progress lies in what they can get 
out of tne soil on which they have been born and bred, and on wMch 
they will die.

The demands of civilization, and the "/hole standard of living 
of the^Natives is progressing £acxi*xxx so fast, that it will be 
impossible, to find work in European Areas for all. Their natural 
direction of progress and uplift lies in agriculture*^ Production. * 
Now is the time to encourage that latent factor, which is to be 
found in every Native. But, if they arelto live on the land of their 
fathers, and make segregation a successful way of life, then they 
must oe taught at least the fundamentals of confetixuctive agriculture, 
not destructive, as is now the position throughout the country, nay, t 
the Thole of Africa.. They must be taught the evils of overstocking 
the destruction of timber and water supplies and the bad tillage me- 
onods no.y adopted. They must learn that it is unnecessary and waste
ful to till 50 acres of land, when by adopting better methods, five 
would supply all their needs and more.

It i3 all very well to pass legislation for conservation of 
natiral resources, if the masses are not going to be taught how 
to conserve those resources. It's too late to close the door when 
the horse is already stolen. These ■problems must be tackled by 
people who really have the interestiof the country and Natives at 
heart, and they must be tackled now.

I believe that by a vast system of educational direction and 
training in agriculture, such as I vision, where we could send out 
scores of trained men to teach and help the people, both the country 
and the people, black people and white, would reap untold benefit. 
There is also, an undrea(j£d of potential market in the millions of 
Africans on the Continent. Andg by proper instruction, as the way 
of life improves, so will the demand fiffr those amenities which 
makes life worth while. The African craves these things just as «  
much as we do.

In my meeting, I tell these people that they are the Children 
of the Government and that when they are in trouble, they run to their 
their- fatter for assistance. I tell them that it is right that 
they shouJM do so, but I remind them also that the child grows un 
â nd bedomew 3 man, and then he is expected to lookafter himself" 
and solve his own difficulties. '<Ve, I tell them, are working and 
waiting for that time, when the African people will be able to 
manage their own affairs. But the Europeans will also have to 
co-operate as the Africans are prepared to do, and not adopt a

2 policy/..c.



policy of passive resistance, as is so at present. As Aggrey 
said, "You can play some sort of a tune on the white keys of 
a piano, you can also play some sort of a tune on the "black, hut 
for the greatest harmony, hoth keys must he played together."

There should he no such things in agriculture today, as a 
"white man's cropS and a "black man’s crop". But there are. Because 
the European is scared of the competition of the biick man, - the 
native is not encouraged to grow maize. He must grow beans, and am 
monkeynuts, and crops that don’t pay and will force him to huy the 
whie man's crop at the white man's price.

But as soon as a llative 
crop begins to pay, it immediately becomes a "White man's crop".
They must learn that competition does not do harm, but good, leading 
to better quality and better circulation af money.

I may appear Dad, to let P’rself go on these problems, but I 
feel in my sould that I am right, and that eventually we must find 
that "harmony" if both races are to live happily side by side in 
Africa.

I do not of course blind myself to the glaring shortcomings 
of our black brethren. Par from it I u-oddness knows, I have reason 
to dispair often enough. But then, I tell myself that we expect thesf 
oeople to be li.Ee us, and to learn in ady what it took the so-called 
civilized white man thousands o^ years to learn. He has been in 
contact with the white man for less that .300 years, and we expect 
him to change overnight from a raw savage, so to say, to a poiisheu 
gfBtleman. Goodness knows, he is learning nretty fast. There is no 
more receptive bran than that <bf the African. Tell me of any race 
under the sun, that has the ability, as a race, to pick up foreign 
languages as quickly as the Native. There isn't one.

Well, enough said. If I can do anythin^- to help along this 
necessary co-operation of the races, if I can just add my humble 
little peice, I will be satisfied. T seek no glory. I'y work lies 
in intelligent agricultural uplift. I pray there may be many to 
attend to his social and political and cultural well-being. I don’t 
think we need any more ^religionists", unless it be "religionists" 
of the right type.

Cheerio,
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Agricultural School we want to open up as soon as possible, I 
hnly hope and pray it may come through.

For some time I have been advocating that a school of this 
type he established, where we can train our own Demonstrators, At 
present they are being trained by the Native Education Department 
and we are toot at all satisfied vith them. Now, at last, the idea 
looks like being given a trial, and best of it is that Mr. Alvord 
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policy of passive resistance, as is so at present. As Aggrey 
s(aid, "You can play some sort of a tune on the white keys of 
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for the greatest harmony* both keys mu3t he played together."
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feel in my sould that I am right, and that eventually we must find 
that "harmony" if hoth races are to live happily side hy side in 
Africa.

I do not of course blind myself to the glaring shortcomings 
of our black brethren. Par from it I Goridnesa knows, I have reason 
to dispair often enough. But then, I tell myself that we expect these 
people to be lile us, and to learn in ady what it took the so-called 
civilized white man thousands op years to learn. He has been in 
contact with the white man for less that 300 years, and we expect 
him to change overnight from a raw savage, so to say, to a polished 
gftitleman. Goodness knows, he is learning pretty fast. There is no 
more receptive hran than that if the African. Tell me of any race 
under the sun, that has the ability, as a race, to pick up foreign 
languages as quickly as the Native. There isn't one.

Well, enough said. If I can do anythin-: to help along this 
necessary co-operation of the races, if I can Just add my humble 
little peice, I will be satisfied. I seek no glory. Vy work lies 
in intelligent agricultural uplift. I pray there may be many to 
attend to his social and political and cultural well-being. I don’t 
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