
~\ 

Your Excel l ency ' s notice tha t due notice haa been given t o the 
occupants on t he pl a ce called Poosedumane (Grootfontein) to uit, 
and that a rarty of my people has been instructed by me to proceed 
to that place to plough over and sow the lands" , nd on the 15th 
of May l87~ he wrote out a notice to the squ tters of jVleyfontein 
to quit forthwith . -, 

t(t=j{N{SG rY/ro~ 
Zijt bekend da~ ik de ondergetigene beval all mensohen de op 

Vleyfontein is, t zij alle grond moet verlat ¢~ d t ik zelf 
de grond aIleen deze j ar ploeg en z 1 , en dat gee mensch dat 
buiten , m1~ne order gez ai4 heett helzelf z al maaij . 

Montshiwa: Xap1tein des Barolongs. 
K~{'IN! c:.."11>i4 

Aan ae 1n oners op VleyfonteiD 
- -At the same time ~ntshi a gave writt ~n authority to his brother 

Saane and aome of his counsellors Stephen Lefeny to proceed to 
Vl ~yfontein to plough his lands. 

Ima~ine his surprise and chagrin when he received a letter from 
C. B. 6cho~tz. Commissioner at Lichtenbur g, now io the service of 
the British Government , in these terms, "Jobannes~ptt Cotzee 
complains of your people having come with intention to plough up 
his farm . I request you to stop them at once , aDd I g1ve,~ notice 

that the Xe te ward is of no avail . Coetzee Will oontinue in 
his occupation rights and must Dot be disturbed. " 

eeling provoked, 
f r from conci11 tory. 
and divided loy Ity:-

ontshiw immediately wrote Scholts a letter 
and practically accusing him of duplicity 

I am surprised t the con.tents of your letter . more 
especially a you have now ssumed offioe under the British 
Government . How is it then that acknowledging s you do now 
the existence of the Ke te A ard you still seek to get over 
the line to exercise your jurisdiction 1n a country that has 
been given me by that A ard? Allow me to Bak you to what 
purpose 1t would have been , if after having the country fairly 
arbitrated these people 
purpose did I seek it 7 
my chieftainship ? pr w 

ere allowed to remain 7 or what 
as it that I might merely exercise 

s it not rather that I sought for 
arable ground and water for the purpose of sustaining my 
people with food? uch rather the latter. ' I shall t once 
exercise my authority over the country which has been awarded 
me by giving instructions to my people to plough over the 
laads at Vleyfonte1n • 

a turally enougb, Scholtz was taken back and angered by the bigh 
tone of this letter and at once nswered: 

, ~ 
Kapitein: Tot antwoord is dien/ dat ik zelf Daar Pretoria 

ga om Sir Theoph11us Shpstone to spreeken oor de zaken • • 
b Uar/Verder . 



Verder zoo ek u vr1endelyk raaden om Diet wader op zoo eene 
heftige tOOD aan mij te sohrywen.-

To Pretoria, then , Scholtz went . He interviewed Administrator 
Shepstone . told him about ontehiw and sbo •• " him the chief ' s 
letters. Then he c me back to Lichtenburg, presumably 'With enlarged 
powers nd as sur ca , for he at once gave onts~a notice to quit 
Vleyfontein within five days. ShepetoDe himself wrote to ontshiwa 
(2/6/1877) latter of sharp rebuke whioh he handed to, Sohol tz , 
and the 1 tter victoriously re d it and h nded it to th be i l dered 

ont'sbiwa . Thus it went:-
~ 

"Chief ontshiwa: Mr. Scholtz , a Oommissioner of this 
Government ' t Llohtenburg has present~d personally to me a 
letter to him, signed or purporting to be aigned by ontshiwa , 
together ith notice to • Ootzee owning or claiming to 
own the farm Vleyfontein. Th language Bnd t .one of both these 
papers r not hat I should h ve xpected and I am afraid that 
they have been adopted Witbout due consideration of the 
OOD e~ueDces and perhaps upon advioe of persons who are anxious 
for re son of their own to see trouble come upon the iarolong 
ohief aDd people ••••••• I m 8S yet unacquainted with the 
ciroumstanoes hlch in ontshioa' s opinion give him ' tbe right 
to use thre tening 1 nguage to subjects of this Government. 

ontshioa knows that violence on one side provokes viol ence ~ 

I trust th t whatever bis claim may be , ontshioQ has withdrawn 
all interference with f rmers of this territory who have hitherto 

ocoupied these farms ithout molestation . " 

ontsbiw8 was D t1e! by this rebuk whioh he felt was ill-ju.! 
ed and made, a t he dministrator himself dmitted, ithout 
aoqu i ntance with the circumst nces and f ots cODneoted with the 
dispute , except such as Scholtz oared to reve 1. evertheless he 
replied courteously but firmly and without any cringipg; 14th June 
1877, "I must in~ y-our xcellency tbat my letters are my own , 
thought out and dictated by myself . I feel grieved th t you should 
have listened to all tbat • Scholtz told you and come to eucb 
a oonclu ion as to impute evil without first making inquiries 
••••••• I have kept up friendly intercourse with the British 
Government for the 1 at 30 years . It s this that made me *0 
seek t the last Arbitration at B10embof the support of Her ajesty ' 
Government..... otbing seemed to be left uDturned on th part of 
the Transvaal to upset the e te Award, and I trusted to the 
~it1sh sense of rigbt. 

Your Exce~lency cannot deny th t by the Xeate ward the 
country is min . I was only hindered from taking possession of 
my country , not because it s not mine , but bee use of oomman do • 

I rejoiced in bearing your Proclamation (of Annexation) , 
read ••••• / 



read, and thought that now my struggles were nearly ended But now 

my hopes are dashed to the ground. and th t . by Your Exoellency •••• • 
Your letter h.as n.o:t avellstllellat friendly interoQUrse between us , for 
you make my pos1·t1oD that of 20 years go when I aa dr1 ven from 
my foun1a10Ds of ~ters • 

. As Your Excellency does not underst nd the circums.tances 
connected with my country, I have sent (your letter) to His ExcellencJ 

, , I ' 

• Owen LanyoD Esq., who is informed in all matters respecting these . " , ' 

:parts" . 

And sure enougb he sent his SOD ebalepile nd hie nephe Israel 
Molema to rep~rt the whole incident to L nyon hom he also addressed. 

• a·s follows:-

"Since riting to you last I have received a letter from 
His Excellency' Sir Theophilus Shepstone in which he thr ateas 
to confirm the Boers in the couutr,y occupied by them within 
the Line accorded me by Keats, Dd, further GOmmission r Scholtz 
h s given me five days notice to 1 ave the lands ploughed by 

my people. -position is now worse than evg it has been aDd 
I no send my SOD to confer With you to know. what would be the 
best course to pursue under the circ~ taaces. 

Judge J.D. !ar~w who was there cting during Lanyon ' s absence 
advised ontshiw to lay hi. grie~ nces at the e rliest opportUDity 
before Sir Theophilus Shepstone the Queen ' s Representative 1n the 
Transvaal~ til t et te and its British Administrator being now 
ontshi a ' s near~t n ighbour. = 

Ao m y be expected Lanyon took the matter up With Shepstone 
aDd presumably educated him in the hi'stor.y of the Bloemhof 
Arbitr t10n and the Ke te Aw rd nd the loyalty of Mont hiwa to the 
British Government. 

In July 1877, A inistrator Shepstone p id a visit to 
L1chtenburg, Zeerust, Rustenburg etc., nd althOUgh ontshiwa had 
asked hi for an interview there , he instructed Oommissioner Scholtz 
to write to the chie1 to say "It 1'1 0 impossible to seem him this 
time . but hoped soon to be down in these pp.rts again when he will 
be most happy to see him. ". words in which ontshiwa saw official 
red tape nd bureaucr tic ev s10n . 

. s.c~~' 
ontshiw 'was howwver~ot to be put offl ' On the 26th July 

he wrote gain to Shepstone. asking him to . hasten his visit to 
the border to finalise the boundary question , aod that pending 
his Visit , the Boers at Vleyfontein should be put under the same 
restraint s the Barolong. On the 27th October ontshi wrote 
again"he Administrator , sending him a long catalegue 01 protests 
and representation,s , and gently reminding him that he had bot as 
yet cknowledse his letters . 

fov~~:f'~ 
Reconciliation and pleasant relations were ;¢~ restored 

bet ween ••••••••• / 



between ontshiwa and Commissioner Scholts. They were able to 
condole with each other in their family bere vementa , ana Scholtz 
as ble to write to ontshiwB (lOth OV mber 1877): "I am gl d 

to see you re going the right 8y to ork •••• lam confident nd 
state suoh to you that His xcellency will not see you suffer. " 

On the 1st (or 7th December) ontshiwa feeling tot 113 
frustrate wrote once more to his friend Administrato'r Owen Lan30n: 

"I h ve many troubles in my country nd e n find ftO pe ce . 
His Excellenoy Sir Tbeophilus Shepstone- both refuses to reply 
to my letter, nd to come and settle our disput on the border. 
The result is that I am h rassed by the border Boers ••• • I 
cannot understand mY position with' the British Government . 
I h ve sought their friendship for the 1 at 3 yo rs aa well 

s their advice in 11 critical circum t ncea, I have always 
tried to adhere to their counsel at 11 times; I have withstood 
advances m de to me by the T~Dsva 1 authorities which ould 
bave 1 d to om compromise, and this I h ve done , 801 11' by 
re son, of overtures made to me by the llritish GoverDment . And 
hat have I gained? Just nothing and worse than nothing, for 

my people r kept out of their oountry and are st rving. 

After repeated applioat1on to ir Theophilus Shepstone 
to 8 ttle our dispute I am no going to eot him personally 
at Pretoria. and shall not return until I have had an interview 
with him. It 1s impossible for m to oontinue any longer in 
this st 'te - th menace of the oers. as ell aa Mosbete nd 
atlaba who cl im to belong to the old (Republic n) government 

and thereby try to monopo11 e my country through certain 
trestle made by the late President (Burgers) and themselves 
and also tbe silence ~f the it1sb authorities to all my 
represent tion. All this kes my position most 'trying, and 
makes me wonder whether I have Dot istaken the British 
Govern ent. yet I hope and a ait the reaul t of my interview 
with His Excellency. 

I write to you my frieDd. notbec8use I seek help from 
you, but s I have been in oommunioation . itb you on behalf 
of my country just th t you m~ know my wkwar position through 
the tak1n over of the Transv al (by the British Govern eDt) ." 

To this 1 t er Lanyon replied," Good Friend , I think 
you re right in gOiD yours If to se Sir Theopbilus hepstons 
in order to explain your position to him .. -

On the 13th December , ontohi a though old. f t , he vy; drtrf4~ 
nd short of breath ent to Pretoria accompanied by his secret ry 

Stephen Lefenya to see Shepstone in person . As he said 1n 
prepar tory note "I have travelled so £ r with the hope that 
Your Excellency may be ble to gr Dt me interview to enable 
me personally to represoDt my case to you . " 

It.; ••••• / 



\ 
1, 

It was aD unfortuDate visit , because 8 Government Seoretary 
elmoth Osborn informed ontshi a t His .xcellenoy was away on the 

Zulu border in oonnection With serious questions with Cety ~o hose 
army was menacing the Transvaal, and the d .te of h1e retur to 
Pretoria s unoertain • 

In tbe absenco of Sir Theophilu Sh pstone . ontshiw lai4 his 
oomplaints before Government Seoret ry • Osborn (17th December): 

1. Th t hi ( ontsh1 s · s) letters rems,toed unana ered by the 

Governmen t. '(/.ACe" 

2. That six years/ no passed since the . rd wa m de, 
and he wsnted the Governmant to help him oecu~ -. t~e country 0 

awarded him. 
3. Th t the c~ol'n raised upon his ground by h'l's labour with 

his oxen and ploughs , n no st eke pp in Co ~ iasioner Sohol tz~ , 

tor e '/1 119 ~ai ting Hie J!J cell _Dcy' S deci ion w s his own nd 
should be deli vere to him, ,s he and his people were in w nt 
of fond. This campl int he said was on of his chief re SOD for 
coming ) to Pratori • " / 

4. h t tlaba( achav1e) ~ oceupying his (,ontshiw . q) land 
t Polfontein . Matlaba had pbt ined hi right and authority 

from President :Burgers who h d no titl to it and no right to 
dispose of the 1 ad. 

5. atl , h~4 robb~ 'hi (oatshiw · s) people of their c ttle 
and sheel). The matter had been referr d to Cimmissioner Scholtz , 
who h d decided 10 ontshi a ' s f vour, but Scholtz ei~hter could 
not, or oUld .a'ot restore the property . 

6. osbete l ,so occupying hi (ontshiwa' s) lan4 at 
n.. 

Khukwara and cau~in6 lot of trouble to his (fontshiw · s) 
by attempting to ~,,.. them away or threatening them. ,.. 

At . this point , Osborn suddenly rememberednd unaarthed a 
..... . 

letter dictated to him by Shepstone for tr nsmiss OJ) to ontshiwa 
Oll the 3r4 ot Deoember , but which had never been posted. most 
probably due first to the intervention ot Adminietrator Lanyon 
and partly to the firm cnd fearles answer of ontah1w , ~etoDe 

of thia ~eond letter of Shepstone • s muoh more oonciliatory 
and s a definite retr at OD the first. It stated that WIt was 
from re soning oD general pr1ncip~ and with 8 ' trobg desire . 
to preserve pe • and goodwill between the art! s oonoerned 

, ' 

t~ r; "His Excellenoy dio~ated the first letter. ... . of whi~h you 
o 1'1 iDed to the Administr tor in mberley •••• • further , 

. .t / 

I ;' His Excellency complained of wbat appe red to be ontshi ' s 
,// taking the 1 into his own hand , righting wh t " he considered 

I a wroog done to him nd 1~or1ng the Government and even aoti 
in opposition to the Government. 

The gist of all which was th tHis Excellenoy was not 
sufficiently •••••••• / 



", .. '''1'~'' ,., '.. , . 

Such wa the state of political affairs whe~ . d1plomaQY, fate and 
human nature conspired to defeat and nullify ontsh1wa ' s hope and 
ambition of belng maeter of the fert1le at1p of land between 
Manassl Sprul t and R rt rive; in impleaent&t1on. of th~ Keat~ ;·:;A.ar4 • 

irst and foremost was the British scheme of confederatioD 
evolved by the Earl 0 Carnavon . Secretary of State. env1sag1ng 
the close al11 noe of all South African States ul'lder the l3ritisb 

.. 

f1 g. !his policy dictated the r moval of 11 c uses of ir.r! tat10Q , 
. . . , ., 

aod estrangement. the oonci11ation and appe semebt of the _hi te ' " ':;; 
popul tioD of the Dutch epub11cs . In involved the' soft peda11Ins": 

t '·"i~ ' 
of Afrioan olaims and rights given them by the eate rd. In 
effeot it implied the tacit recognit1on of the repudiation of the } 
Ke te .A erd by the late South Afrioan Republio . . Lord Carnavon had 
s 1d in tb house of oommC'!ls: "I look most earnestly to better 
underst nding being oreated bet een the two Dutch epublios and 
ours lves . I think it would be to the interest of all parties 
to concur 1n . demand1ng that tbere should be a bet"ter underst ndiDg 
and more conoil! tory course of aotion b twa n tho .~ :republIcs 

nd ours' lves. -In pursuit of this bett r unders'ttand1ng, little 
1rt"itation nd v x tioD likfl ontshi a ~s oomplaints nd protests; 
again t the republios would naturally ree: ive less Bnd less 
attention . 

Seoondly tn~re was grievous unre t , ano oon£us10D due to 
dlsturbances.r~bellions an4 rs on all aides dj oent to the 
British colonies in South Mrio. The Anglo-Xos or so-called 
iinth ffir War of 1877 w s atil~, raging in Oape Colony, the 

ped! of Sekukunl 1 , the northern · Transvaal we~ defyl g the 
fransv8al Government. the Zulus of Cetyw yo ere ' IIl8haoing tho 
Tr nav 81 from the est, the Griquas of Griqualand ere up ill 

rebellion under 8mi tb Pomer and ~dam uis. and n·ow there w s 
~nsurreot1on ong th Griquas, the Batlhaping nd the oran a 

, in Griqual nel est. 
k' ' ' 

In other words, the han s of the British Government 1ere 
·W their ellergywaa taken up1u thelr trying to aint in their 
author! ty. and afee;uard1ng the intergr1 ty of thfdr, own borders. 
Under these circumst ncea they would have but 11 tUe time allcl 
inolination of protecti~g foreign interest of petty monarchs 
like ontshi a. . 

Jin lly, with1n the newly-f' sh10ned Brit! beololQ' of 
Tr hsvasl there s strife. a struggle for indep'endenc by the 

.. ' p rty th t was rejeoting 0 rD von ' s confeder t1~t .nd 8 thi 
as the identical paroty that had rel cted ·e te ' .s Aw rd and 
. 8 dominant in the Transvaal. it was neither policy or 41plomacy 

" to thwart them or embarrass them by introducing '1iieturbing 
subjects like ontshi a ' s olaims and r1ghts 4I ontah1 a and his 
riehts had to be immolated at the altar of ppeaaemebt and 
reproachment . /D 

Gl ' I OHAp.r:SR . .. • • • • • / 
q.J M.lAh-oU.-r /JYl/ (j ~(t L.o-'p'I. Cr I:) '-'7JI.6..",. 
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CHAPTER X 
, I 

DISORDER D STRIFE 

. '!. "~1f' • ' ~~I 

In 1877 ' CObf~s1on ~Qd unrest reigne'd on . the estero border of 
f ' • • " , .1 • -

t he Transvaal in t~.e terrl'tory lately th~ subjeot otT the Keate Award, . . 
Europeans living went. of the 11ne laid by Keate 'wer >~ 0 an ano alous " 

l ' 
position . Some of ttl m posses ad farms by titl frotti. the South rica., , 
Republic Government , SOm trom the Orange Pree State J~ovemmellt , and . 
others from aterboe;;-~;- Griqua government . All 0;£ ' t~ -em ere theoreti- .\ 

. ~ V 
cally under the juriedictior1 of African , (including Gr1qua) chiefs. d\ 
~d clamoured for the atn;ex t10n of their prope'rt1es~ to Europe' n st te~4~ 

. . n 

and same drove a lucrative trade in land job.erY. a European 
1 dventures and men of quest10n ble 10ti1'1ot8 from t :,'" Di mond Fields - , ,', . 

prea4 themselves over the eC'-totry , nd swept the African and Griquas ':" 
from their lands by shadJr land tr os ot1ons. i 

~o gelong resent ent gail1st the Dutch-Afrik ners whioh 
Charac'~er1,sed t~e_/,T:ansvaal tribes as~w. 8d~ld } he"1rrlt tioD against 

.u~«-fr_ M~~~~ . ""''f"'.-::''~ ~ . 
the Brit1 h ~overnment- for its/ annexat on .of/ Gr1qu 1$:::14 est and the . , 
South Afrio n Republic bich brought about this contUsed state of 
U~~. · 

130tlhaeitse Gasebonwe, the highest ranking a£ the l3atlhaping 
chiefs by desoent was intensely ggrieved that part of bis land had 
been awarded to the Gr1q~a chief' ' icholasaterboer , and included in 
Griqualand est. His vie was shared by many distinguished, 811-
informed nd disinterested people like the Reverend Robert offst 
and Justice Andr1es Stockenstroom. ow with the ann,ex tioD of 
Griqual nd to th Bri ti h doainions, ot.lhae1 ~se lost his 1 nds 
in-evocabl, . :aut he ..... as now further incensed galne'T the British 

<t: • • •• 

Government by the kno ledge tha~ while ichols aterboer was ,receiv,ing 
from them an annuity ·ot' £700, he got nothing a~all . 13otlhae1tse 
therefore decided to recoup himself by looting cattle f'rom the British 
Gr1qualand st II He also resented the meddlesomenes '. and ignorance 
of the British authorities in p1 eing the petty tlbap1ng chief 

~. ankurwane . hi hered1ta~ junior, abOve him bf styling h1m, and 
letting him stylo himsel "the P ramount Chief' of the Bat1haping 
wi th the result th t lle·-1.8sued pompous prool tiOD 8 n ally of 
the! auBU-,tl Bri t1sh Government . ·AI 

~- J~' <>IiI..v~~qz ~ 

!otlhasit therefore 1 ubched upon camp 19n of retaliation. ' . \.,' 

sel£-oompeasatioD nd .indemnific tioD by cattle lifting on a large 
scale. In 1877 he mAde~ eYeral excursions acr08S t ' northern boundaq 
of' Gr1qualand est . r ided c ttle posts and comm1tt~a, many acts of 

After a punitive expedition made against him by Colonel 
\ 

. 0 eb Lanyon he now preaohed a war of the extermination of white 
people of British descent , and ral+:1ed as many chief and people s 

possible :0 8!!1.g! rR1Bfse81~a l6~efL910. eejlM&i • 
and Jant (' The .......... . 



. ' . ,.. 

The British were at thia time engaged in tho eo-oa11ed tfinth 
Kaff1r ar in the cape Colony, and Botlhas1tse redoubled his 
canvassing and predatory efforts with the avowed intention not only 
to cripple the Europeans of Griqualand but also to blot them out, 
He was joined by many disgrutnled elements of the Griquas" Koran s , 
and some Xhosa refugees origin lly emsoating from the Tr n kel 
disturbances , beside other tribes. esides. it w snow col'lfidsntli 
bro deast and beli ved among the . tlhaping n4 the Gr1quas that '.' 
th lt1sh bad b an ever.y1here def ated by the %hos of chief 

" Sandil in the i th Aago-lhos ar and' that the black man W.8S abo~t 

to be euprement i n South rica, nd woe to traitors , cksliders '.' 
and neutx·als . On the 25th of May 1878 the rebele fell upon a lonel 

I .~ r • 

trading station at DaD~els Xuil and killed the proprietor 
John ess and his wife ~nd brother. Shortly aft 1' , they besiege , 
the uropesns in uruman, and on the 18~h of June, Botlh sitse an4 
his men tortured end murdered another trader- Francie Thom on in 
Griqual nd est. robbed and wrecked hie store and th n retired to 

041 0 g ne r Taung. 

Th~ poeition was now th t of open wart re bet een Griqual 
Qst Goveroment aDd the t lhaplDB, the Griqu Band orannes . 

Colonel 0 en nyo an' Charles arran who were in oharge of the 
oper tioD to quell the rebel110D h d several skirmishes With the 
ene!QY t uruDlan . DitbakoDg (Takoon) Gamopedi ' X, ngebergen 
(Makgolokwe) , thi thong ( ott to) and Jlyeding, all whi ch the 

Batlhaping fought de~per toly. With a Will and determinatioD torei 
to the l3atswana tribe and reminiscent of tAe br vest Zulu and 
Xhosa regiments . For all that they ";Tere finally vanquished Del 

\ '" 
10 t 200 m n killed, 2000 oattle nc! 67 wago~a ,cBpturel. Their 
chief ent into hiding in some or oth "r p rt of the couDtry ~ 

In these ciistux·bancea. ontah1wa and abkurwane were on the ' 
aide of the British Gove~nment. nd they ere ready to dSist the 

' British uthor1tiee m teri lly by sonding men to ~1ght against 
the rebel , To thi end Montsbiwe wrote Lanyon on the 20th June 
and LaBYO~ pop11e~* 

""- II the 5th of August Latlyon replied from Sp1 tskop to 
Montshi a giVin him a full report of the oam~aign and ended by 
8&¥ing "I know you will be sorry to bear all this , and th&t you 

I will doll in your power to prevent the e wrong doers from 
entering your country.- . I shall report to the Qu en ' s High 
Oonuniss1oner Sir 1lartler Prere hat you have written to me and of 
, our loyal friendship to Her jesty. " ~ 

Soon after on the 12th August. ontshiw wrote to Sir 
!J1heophilus Shepstone offering to raise 8 oontingent to help suppre 
the rebellion 1n Gr1qualsnd est , and asking for. authority to 
apprehend the rebels that might enter I"~~' _<:Quntry, and "a.dv1ce 
of how to act in the event of native -:trna~s and others ,from 

' riqualsnd est . " oot ahiwa • • ••••• / 



7f 
Montah1wa displayed romarkable enerBY' nd zeal in ferreting 

rebels . Hearing about this time that some people from Griqualand 
had arrived at Khunwana, Monteh1wa reportod to Commissioner 
C. B. Scholtz of L1chtenburg with whom he as cooperating on this 
matter. He intimated his intention to proc e4 at once to KhuDw8D.a 
to investigate, aa he aa determined not to harbour or allow rebels 
to take refuge ill his oountry. '" 

He subsequently sent 50 men to arrest four of them , Handrook 
Jakob, Verslag end In.dongwana - subjects of chief Sandile , n4 
suspected of having been involved in the aurder of Francis Thomp$~n . 

Thene be ent with an escort of 19 men under lara 1 olema to 
dmln1str,tor Lanyon in Kimberley 

Scholtz, tormer commissioner in the South African Republic , 
now "In Her aj~~.t ._~, Service" showed qual ~eligence With 
. ontsh1wa in desiring to be informed of sup ects coming into 
country an investigating the 1denti ty of uoh .men a Gert ,August " 
alia aSirelets8, Piot atlhobg and Jan KI'u' eF, hom he requested ' 
ontahl~ to seod to him together 1th their cattle , horse .. ' 

sheep and goats for further screening. On th ' ~9 h of Au~st f 
Scholtz ent ~ontGhiw 8 list ,full d.escription of rebels 
in the Ori u do his best _t.o;;apprehen4 them 
and wrote "Your eXEunplary oonduot will be reported to 
at Pretoria wi th hat you have done , and aa I- ,believe 
re rd attached to some of the· rebels. I shall· take c re that 
you get the reward. 

I must further tell you that I am pe:rsonlflly very muoh 
pleased with yo~ "." . - '"'-

This WBS soon followed by a letter from nis Exoellency 
Theoph11us Shepatone thanking Iontshi, for his "Loyalty d 
friendship hen 0 many ohief's in South Africa 
of the demon at ar nd like the evil p1rlt in 
Dla.ble demon Will rend hom he possesses b tor he is cast 
out . • • •• I assure you of the friendly feeli.ng I entert in to 1.ards 
you. and! th nk you for the ·assurance of loyalty and good, will 
towards Her ajeaty ' s Government hich your lett r contains." 

~ ~d., .1:: vl£f t ~ li 
Pleased w;t:th the reoognition of his services, ontsbiw 

wrote (Sept mber 1878) to other ~rolong chiefs. Bonokwane of 
aroneng and. osbete of Khunwana , urging them to olear the 

country of the rebel -"I beg you will ello no eVil to come 
to the whites living with you or ne r you . The peopl who 
murdered the hite people ill say to you th t .you must assist 
them but you must Dot do so. " 

13y the end of November the tlhaping a.nd Griqua rebel forces 
hed been broken uP. the submission of the tribes that had taken 
UD arms seoured, and the district bet een the olopo Biver and 
the Orange River pacifiet.. Some chiefs and ringleaders of the 

:1:csur.gents • ••• •• / 



, "P. , . 
insurgents had fled and taken refuge in the desert ut they were 
soon capture4~ 

Th.rougbout the year tont hiwa h d, in a ~~athearte4 we, 
given all his thoughts to the trouble of the British Government 
1n Griqualand "est . and said very little bout his Olm troubles. 
He wrote Oil the 13th ovember to ,Lanyon about tho LiDe ~1(~ 14w4-r~.) 

"The oer~:~~~ continu~, troublIng m.eg,eat1y by commi t~1Dg 
acts of violenoe 8n& doing my best to preserve peaoe," ' 

~ - . , 

He wrote~ a1so tc M gistrate c.o. Campb~ of Barkly, one . 
of the arbitrator~ at the E[oemhof Inquiry: "I have not yet 
received my right to the LiD. . the Transvaal ,people on the 
boun4ary are trying all they oab to create troUble . " 

On the 25th of ovember, Eotlhasi tse Gasebom'.e 
SODS and br<?ther were oaptured by ankurwane as they emerged from 
their hiding in soave near Taung and were han'dad to Warren. 
About the eame time Luka Jantje was captured by ontshiwa and 

Christopher Bethell at Kanye mong the :Bangwaketse people . 
These l~aders ware all taken to imberl y for tr~al, and were 
sentenced and imprisoned till Kay 1886. 

In Decembel" 1878 Colonel Charles rren was apPOinted 
Special Commissioner for Oriqualsnd est, to ettle 1 cd disputes 
between Atric n tribes and uropeans. In January 1879 he succe~4~ , 

Colonel • Owen Lanyon as dministrator of Gr! u land est~ 

He visited several Ts'ana chiefs in southern echuanaland to 
ascertain how far=-'they ere disposed to plac hemselvas under 
British protection, and on his advice he received petition 
from all to be taken under British rule . M:orWe:', ohief of the 
Batlharo. Mankurwane chief of the Batlhaping.~otlhabane . chief 
of the 13a-Maidi. David Taai bosch ! os\" eu chief of the Kor8DD8a , 
Eonokw8D8 chief of thu Ratlou Branch of the Barolong at ~orokwebg 

all expressed their desire to be annexed. ore than all these 
ontsbi had long and consistently longed for , British protection 

aod he t once addressed a petition to C~ rles arren: 

I ontshiwa, chief of the Tahidi Br Dch of the Barolong 
tribe haVing he rd th t the Br1tlahGovernment is about to take 
the nations of the rOtOR ' Batlhaping, tlharo , orana , etc . 
under its rule state that/the first of the Beohuana who has 
spoken about the country. On tha 4th of ay 18'"14 I wrote to 
His Excellency Richard Southey, Lieutenant Governor of Griqual 
'est s fol10ws:-

"The time bas now oome that the Eoers have made up 
their minds to destroy us , and I now do humbly plaoe myself 
under your care and proteotion. I wish Gre t Chief that 
you wou14 ak the great Queen of England to take me and 

my pe~pl to be hers. I trust in you, and beoause the 

Boers •••••••••• / 
, , 
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