
i 93,
Johannsebur .

3rd. November i960.

The secretary,
Bantu Welfare Trust, 
P. 0. Box 97,
<3 oharrne sburg.

_v ' ■ I .bear >xr, jr
// Vt tu.v :U;.,U .HI 'T^

'>4
•eault emei

• t
enclosed herein * unfortunately the other part ^-s tor 

.off and lost. I am. also'enclosing copies of press revie vs of the 
first edition of the book, You vill, I believe agre 3 that they are
very good. The I edition of 630© c>.
ii hi;;3 -■, ana sole -it 17/6 p^r copy", 'the follO’vin.:;: ye :x, the

V
on '.hr. 6330ns to publish a cheaper edition, to enable every
body to buy the book. This was done and it sold at 7/6 per 
copy. By 1934 the book was sold out. ..any came and appealed 
to me for the book, but I could not help then.

On account of the second or Id war, it beca e 
impossible to print another edition. But the demand for the

i 1c
r 'quested me to revise and print the book. In the meantime 
. L. tssons Printing works in 3o orn fonts in mas burnt down.

:.xi xhs fire I lost all my blocks,§nd some of rf , >. iorse
still, Mr. basons, who appreciated the work, very much retired 
from business, and his successor was a man who never wanted 
the book, to oa printed by the firm.The demand for the book 

a*
it printed. It is common knowledge that all hfrleans who had 
it, or ®aw it feel that I 1 v*i

v
the old book, eliminating less important matter and adding 
most inspiring and as-authentic-as-possible facts' in the new 

the biographies >rtan
from feat, fast, Central and North Africa including Couth 
Africa. It '111 ba the most cnnorehcwsiv'c book-.of its kind.

: •.. . .

ever aitisfief from the experience of the first boot, arid 
also the number of advertisements re will y t  Claus''the 6evv- 

/; a .. a 6ax . ■ ■■ a y . " a .
be nearly covered, advertising Agencies with whoa 1 have 
spoken, .are confident that I will get all the advertisements 
T net- provided I do not charge more then £$0 a page. The 
oii'C.f ion will be 10,000 copies.

I -would like the boo publish::* • in February 
aid To do this 1 have to work at top speed r ; :

pitting my ease .to you. X appeal to you for 
C iave tried, in the attached appendage t© ■

,which 1 hope you will consider favourably.
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favourably. The figure herein do not unclude the sales of V 
the book, except a Possible IOOO who will forward application i 
forms and remittance. The oualification for appearing in the J 
who’s who section, will be merit, achievements, and standard/- 
money will not be the criterion.

I hereby ask the Trust to he In me with £ ^ 4 °  fO • 0. 
cash as shown in the attached appendage. The Printers charge 
£6500 to orint 10000 copies of the book. But they *re agreed 
to accept a Bank guarantee of £3500, the balance of £3000. to 
be paid from the proceeds after the boot is published. I his, 
too I shall be happy if the Trust gives it to my printers. I 
need it only because the printers vill not start ;°r< without 
it. But it cannot be tendered before the book is published.
hen my office is opened we shall commence « The monies a ill 

be paid to the Trust or its nominee as stated above.
I realise that the Trust will require security 

if it grants me a loan.I am willing, even anxious that the 
one hundred advertisement mony which amount to £5000 be paid 
direct to the Trust. The £3150 from aoolicants for space in 
the who's who,too, will be paid to the Trust, until the Trust 
is covered for all the money it advanced to me.

whatever expense the Trust uncurs through
assisting as , oookkeepers lees.e t,c» will be paid from the 
proceeds of the b ok. I hope it is understood tnat the Bank 
guarantee will not be Submitted for payment by the printers 
before the book is published, by which time the money for 
advertisements and spaces in the who's who section snail 
have been paid. This I hope will not be later then ..larch Iyoi. 
I would like some MIS to be in the press before the end of 
this month.

Thanking you in advance,
Sincerely yours

T. D. ..swell 3kota



BANTU WELF ARE TRUST
A L L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
T O  T H E  S E C R E T A R I E S  
T E L E P H O N E  83 5-1 7 81

T E L E G R A M S :  “ U B U N T U ’ 
P.O. B O X  97  
J O H A N N E S B U R G

16 th November, I960

Ref: BWT/AH/2/9

Mr. T.D. Mweli Skota, 
2793. PIMVILLE.
J ohannesburg.

Dear Mr. Skota,

I write to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter
of the 3rd November in which you apply for financial assistance from 
the Trust towards the printing of your book the "African Yearly Register".

In order to enable us to submit a full report to the Trustees
when placing your application before them, we shall appreciate it if 
you will call at our offices at 68 de Korte Street, Johannesburg, 
fox a discussion of certain particulars in respect of your project. 
Rlease telephone, if possible, to arrange a more specific time of

be shall be pleased also if you will let us have a copy of
either the original or the 1934 edition of your book for showing to 
the Trustees if they wish to inspect the work.

meeting

Yours faithfully

J.C.M. Mbata (Asst. Secretary) 
pp.S.A.I.S.R.,

SECRETARIES,
BANTU WELFARE TRUST



2793, Pimville,
J ohanne sburg.

29th. November i960

The 3e ere tary,
Bantu Welfare Trust, 
P. 0. Box 97, 
Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,

It is evident that the budget I sent you together with
my application has some shortcomings. It is really because J bo 
not want it to appear exorbitant, but I think the amended copy 
enclosed herein, is, perhaps more realistic.

Such items as Letterheads, Statement forms, Application
forms will be cheaper because 1 will print them myself when I 
have the paper and ink.

After delivering 1000 copies to personality Subscribers 
(Applicants for space in the book); 100 copies for Advertising 
Agents - I understand some Agents have as many as three, four, and 
five branches in other towns, which branches might have found some 
advertisements for ^he book; 25 con^-imentary copies; 15 newspaper 
review copies, we shall have a balance of 8860 copies for sale @t 
£2 . 2. 0 . per copy.

It is difficult to say at once, how many copies will 
be sent overseas. The postage for each copy in the Union will be, 
according to the wadght (4lbs) I#4 in the Union, and 3/- per copy 
outsit the Union.

If you wish any further information, I shall be only 
too pleased to let you have it.

Again thanking oyu,
Sincerely yours

T. D. Mwi.li Skota.
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^  ^A^-, zlw  >A, ^

<
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2793? Pinville,
J ohannesburg

2kn\. February I96I.

Mr. J. C. m .  kbata,  

Bantu Welfare Trust, 
J 0 ha nne s b urg.

Dear Sir,
Following our conversation of yesterday, I wish 

to state that office rent, furniture, stationery, 0. 0. Box 
Phone, wages, travelling expense will be about £3 DO. I hope 
to complete the work; in four months. If I could get this sum 
the balance I would need later.

Thanking you,
Yours faithfully,

T. D. Mweli Skota.



BANTU WELFARE TRUST
A L L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
T O  T H E  S E C R E T A R I E S  
T E L E P H O N E  83 5-17 81

T E L E G R A M S :  “ U B U N T U '  
P.O. B O X  9 7  
J O H A N N E S B U R G

1st March, 1961

Ref: B'ffT/AH/2/9

Mr. T.D. Mweli Skota,
27 93 PIMVTLLE. 
J O H A N N E S B U R G .

Dear Mr. Skota,

We enclose a cheque for six hundred rand (R600.00) Being a part 
of the grant which the Trustees of The Bantu Welfare Trust agreed to 
give you.

The Trustees voted a sum of six hundred pounds (£600)/(R1200.00) 
to you, hut decided that you be paid a portion of this amount to start 
with, and the remainder on a graded scale afterwards. You were to indi
cate how you wish the money to be paid to you. At your request, the first 
payment of £300 (R600.00) is made.

Je shall appreciate it if you will let us have your receipt for
the amount•

APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE

Yours sincerely,

J.C.M. Mbata (Asst. Secretary), 
pp. S.A.I.S.R.,Q  • wti* JL «  Sk • H  • 9

SECRETARIES,
BANTU WELFARE TRUST



2793 5 Piraville,J ohannesburg
9th. March 1961

The Secretary,
Bantu Welfare Trust, 
P. 0. Box 97 5 
Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,
Enclosed herein please find receipt for three 

hundred rounds received by a? or the 1st* March 1 /cE.
I understand that at some later date you will allow me 
a further three hundred in smaller portions - -r have 
opened a banking account with the Chase Manhattan Bank. 
Due to th? group arrears Act, I am finding some 
difficulty in getting an Office in Town*

I am indeed deeply grateful to you for the keen 
interest you have shown in my ef ort to get the cash 
required to print and publish the African Aegis ter , and 
I thank you very very much. I will at all times keep 
you informed of the progress I am making, and /ill 
not hesitate to come to you for advice whenever I need 
it, again thanking you,

S inee re ly Y our s
T. D. Mwali 3kota



>

P. 0. Box 3210. Macosa House,
109, First Floor,
17, Commissioner Street 
Johannesburg.
29th. June I96I.

The Secretary,
Bantu a Ifare Trust, 
P. 0. Box 97,
J ohannesburg.

Dear Sir,
Inclosed herein please find a report shoving how

the £300 you were good enough to give m  has been spent. I 
shall be very happy if you would kindly let me have some more 
money from the money that you said had been voted for me. My 
rent is due on Monday, '‘ages, office expense etc.,and some 
money towards the purchase price of the Per if ax I told you 
about.

The work is getting on veil, and from next week 
the African Press will have some articles about it.

Ithank you in advance, 
Yours s in ce re ly,



EXPE 'DITURS

March
April
May
June

M a r c h _ J 2 6 l _ ~ - _ t o _  _ J u n e „ ^ 6 l

Rent. Furniture. Stationer;/.. ilimos.'
£TI 2 Desks £14. Envelopes) £3° •
£ 1 1  
£ 1 1  
£ n  

£45-

2 Desks £ 14 .
3 Desk- Paper

chairs£7*iO. Pen and
2 Type- P -ncles,

writers£22. Rules & 
Cartai,;e £2.15. Rubbers 

’£ 46.?. Dairy

)
)
)
)£8 .IO.
)
)

■ISLi
£ 1 4 . 0 .

X. * S • d .
4 5 .  0 . 5 .
4 6 . 5  • 0 .

8 . 1 0 . 0 .
5 .  i o . 0 .

3 2 .  0. 0 .
10 .  0 . OQ
5 4 .  0 . 0 .

100 .  0* .
i m -  J - t - 3 -

TravellM,'
£ 10,

Siark_5_A_enl 
£54

Since the begin ing of lay 25^9 letters, Circular letters, and questionnar 
ires have b an sent all over the Country.



BANTU WELFARE TRUST
T E L E G R A M S :  “ U B U N T U ” 
P.O . B O X  9 7  
J O H A N N E S B U R G

Ref: BWT/AH/2/9. flth July, 1961.

A L L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
T O  T H E  S E C R E T A R I E S  
T E L E P H O N E  S3S-1781

Mr. T.D. Mweli Skota, 
109, First Floor,
Macosa. House,
17, Commissioner Street, 
J O H A N N E S B U R G .

Dear Mr. Skota,

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.

We enclose a cheque for two hundred rand (R200), Being a 
further instalment of the grant made available to you by the Trust,

We shall appreciate it if you will let us have your receipt 
for the amount.

Yours sincerely,

J.C.M. Mbat”, (Assistant Secretary.) 
pp S.A.I.R.R.

SECRETARIES,
BANTU WELFARE TRUST.
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2nd. August I96I.

The Secretary, 
Bantu ‘elfare Fund,
P. 0. Box 97)
J ohannesburg.

Dear Sir,
f inane ial Ass istance^

Herein please receive a receipt for the cheque 
of the amount of two hundred rand (R2Q0-00) made out in 
my favour by the Bantu felfare Fund, for which I thank you. 
I have only just discovered that I had not made out the 
receipt, please forgive me for the error.

Yours sincerely,

T.



3rd. November 1S61

Mr. q. White, 
Director, S.A.I.R.R., 
P. 0. Box 97, 
Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,
I write in the hope that you have returned and that your 

health,as a result of the change and rest, has much improved. It 
would be wrong for me to burden you with my affairs just now, when 
I know yoar time is taken up with many important matters that have 
accumulated during your unavoidable absence. I have therefore posted 
some papers to Mr. Mbata, who will, when there is an opportunity, 
show them to you. I informed Mr. Mbata, that Mr. Chocho,Field Officer 
of the Afamal Advertisement Agency of the Scshlesinger Organisation, 
told me that his office said - "If Mr. White will write them a letter 
about the African Register, along the lines of a letter by Mr. Walton, 
they would undertake to get the Advertisements for the book. The letter 
by Mr. Walton referred to is enclosed in papers I sent to Mr. Mbata.

Mr. Pogrund, a reporter of the Rand Daily Mail was here a 
few days ago. He told me that one of the responsible man of the 
Rand Daily Mail told him that they will take a full page for advertise
ment in the African Register. He further told me that this gentleman we 
was anxious to see tea, and that on his return from a short trip he is 
taking, Mr. Pogrund would have to take me to him as he wishes to 
discuss the publication of the book. He may oa back next week. I will 
let you know. /

I have sent in a statement showing how the last instalment 
you so kindly gave me has been spent. May 1 have a further instal
ment please. Above al}. else, my rent is worrying me. Richard Currie 
is very quick with his order of ejectment when rents have not been 
paid by the 7th. of each month.lt is therefore very urgent. 1 hope to 
complete the compilation before the end of December. Thanking you for 
past favour's and wishing you tne best of health, I am, dear Sir,

Sincerely yours,
T. D. Mweli Skota
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3rd. November 1961.
Mr. J. C. M. Mbata,
Assistant. Secretary, 3.A.I.R.R., 
Secretaries, Bantu Welfare Trast, 
P* 0. Box 97,
Johannesburg,

Dear Mr. Mbata,
I hope you are well. 1 wonder if Mr. White has return, 

if he has, I hope his health has improved.If you will be good enough, 
will you kindly acquaint hi® that I have not quite completed the MM3 
of the African Register - due to the unrest in the Rhoaesiss, Nyasaland 
and other Countries up north. Correspondence has not come in as it shoul 
Some letters have been opened. But there is a big improvement since 
last month. I hope to close the compilation before the end of December.

Yoy will see from a sheet of paper enclosed herein 
how the cheque you so kindly gave me has bean used. I am now out of 
pocket and ray rent is the most urgent thing I have to settle, so please 
be so good and ask Mr. White to help me once more. If possible, please 
let me have it early next week, certainly not later than the 7th. inst.

1 am sending you some of the matter- that is being sent
in just to show you the type of matter we get. Please let me have them 
back, I have taken them out cf the files.

Mr. Cnccho, *no is doing responsible work for the Afamal 
IBchiesinger Jrganisation) informs me that his office told him that if 
Mr. White would write them a letter along the lines of the enclosed 
letter by Mr. Walton, they ,ould get the required advertisements for the 
Register. They saw Mr. i’alton's letter.

Mr. Pogrund of tne Rand Daily Mail, came to the office
and informed me that he was told by a top mar in the Rand Daily Mail
that they are going to take a full page Advertisement in the book. What 
is more, he ask Mr. Pogrund to arrange to bring over when he returns 
possibly next week or the following week, to discuss about the publicat
ion of the Register. Mr. Pogrund would not tell me more, but he said 
he sura there is something good waiting for me. 1 said I would not 
decide without first informing Mr. White,

Please
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pleas© Mr. Mbata, do let me have the papers I am now sending you.
I would not be able to replace them if they are lost. I mean the 
papers I took out of the files.

Please ask Mr. White to help me as 30on as possible, 
the rent people (Richard Currie) will not wait, i thank you in 
advance,

Sincerely yours,

v-



2nd. May 1962.

The Secretary,
Bantu Welfare Trust, 
P . 0, Box 97,
Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,
Be loan of R1200Q

To date I have x-eceived from the Bantu Welfare Trust 
sums of money as follows

March to June 1961 • • . R6Q0. 00.
July to Oct , • 200. 00.
Nov. to Jan. 1962 • • . 200. 00.
Jan. to April .. • « . 30. 00.

mzo. oo.
As I am at the tail-end of my work here, the main 

thing now is to prepare for the printing of the book, therefore 
for the next month or two I will require only office rent. Office 
expense I think, i will manage. As my rent is due already 1 shall 
be mucn obliged to you if ^ou will be good enough and let me have 
a further sum of R3Q. 00. If, however there is no satisfactory 
way of printing the book., i will be obliged to hand it to a 
firm of publishers. Thanks in advance,

Yours sincerely

T. D. Mweli Skota
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25th. April 1962.

Mr. Qulntln Whyte, Secretary, Bantu Trust Fund,
P. 0. Box 97,
J ohannesburg.

Dear Sir,

.tK̂ last statement I sent you was in October. I am 
preparing one which you will have soon. But I understand from

y° L 8ue navinS a meting of the Bantu Trust Fund on the 26th. in which you wish to report on my progress. I am therefore sending you this letter.
. 1001 .1 applied to the Bantu Trust Fund for a
loan to enable me to compile and edit the third edition of the 
African Register. The Bantu Trust Fund very kindly and generously 
allowed me one thousand two hundred rands. The first cheque of
RpnnhnSdr?d Jftnd» 1 r9oeiv9ti in March 1901. In July I received £ £ ? November ! received R200.00, In January 1962 I received 
V°°* ®° that of the One thousand two hundred rands, I have received
hi nnilw°ne^t$OU!end and sixty renda* leaving to my credit one hundred and forty rands.

1 opened and furnished an Office in Macosa House. 
Oommissioner Street in March 1961. Since then 7500 letters have 
been posted to people throughout the Republic of South Africa:British 
bouth African Territories; the Rhodosian FederationjMorth, East. West 
and central Africa; England, France, Belgium and the United States oi America.

T , . ,  ̂ In raany cases, on account of the change of addresses.I have had to send to new addresses. Some letters have been returned 
marked left or dead. I employed men to visit likely subscribers.
But shortly after the publication of the second edition of the 
African Register (1932), there was a racket in which certain people 
(whites,Africans and Indians/ at different times, went about 
collecting money for a "Who's who” that never appeared, naturally 
people became suspicious. We naa no connection with these opportunists 
vvho went collecting money. ’When would-be scrlbers were told that we 
do not collect money before the book Is published, they became Interested and co-operative*

My MSS are almost complete, but I am expecting some very important matter from up North. I hope to be ready to go to 
press in two months, certainly not later then three months.

or -t-ho K 1 mi iloV9» d0*®ver, one great worry. It Is the production book. The Rana Dally Mail informed me that publishers would on as.RStoyalty give me only 10a- on books sold. So that even if 10,000 
copies are sold, I would get not much more then R200G.00. Ihave 
nerefore ruled out the publishers, because when the book Is published

/ I must

I
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I must get enough money to pay back the loan, and have enough money 
to print following editions.

Printers quotations to print 10,000 copies of the 
book are too high. The cheapest quoted me P.15,400.00. This is 
a first class printer.

X approached two firms that sell Litho. Printing 
machines. They both told me that the book could be printed on 
their machines as good as on any other good machine. Each firm 
offered me a first class European operator from their firms.
One firm sells their machines at R3700, the other sells at R4944.
The operator could complete the printing of the book in one month 
at a wage of R240. The machines do not take much space. They are 
a little bigger th n an office desk. Mr. Kruger, one of the best 
bookbinders in Johannesburg quoted me R20Q0 for binding 10,000 copies 
oB the book. The quotation of these machines include full maintance 
contract (four quarterly service). These machines are British made.

I would like you to know these people, and see if 
business could be done with them.

From the beginning my desire has always been to 
have as many advertisements as possible, so that I could be able, 
quite apart from the sales of the book, to pay back the loan, and 
be in a financial position to pay for the fourth and later editions 
without having to raise a loan again.

Mr. Walton of the Rand Daily Mail, and a Mr. Kruger, 
one of the chief men of the Afamal Afvertising Contractors agreed 
that 100 rands a page, would be a reasonable figure. I decided 
that 100 pages be reserved for advertisements. The Afamal is one 
of Mr. Setilesinger 'a concern. 1 have been told that they are will
ing to canvass for all the advertisements, if they could get a few 
letters written somewhat like a letter that Mr. Walton sent me.
1 presume these letters are needed to convince their clients. I may 
mention that the machines mentioned above are sold to some of the 
biggest Pinnters in Johannesburg and the Government Printers in 
Pretoria.

I have asked, and am expecting the letters required, 
from Mrs. Sallenger, Mrs. MacPherson,ex Johannesburg Mayor,
Dr. Webb and a few others.

1 would be much rel&ftved if you would be good 
enough and allow me a further R30, though this is not enough to 
cover my office rent which is SR22.00 and office expense. I hope, 
however to be able in future to dtfvlse means that shoulst enable 
me to carry on without having to worry you for money.

The time Is at hand when you will realise that in 
giving me this wonderful assistance, you are doing a great service 
to the whole of Africa, as I verily believe the African Register 
will be a migftty monument and an indispensable source of valuable 
information, believe me, Sir,

Sincerely yours,
T.D.Mwell Skota



PHONE 33-864S BOX 3210

, F I R S T  F L O O R

M A C O S A  H O U S E .
\7. C O M M I S S I O N E R  S T R . ,
J o h a n n e s b u r g
S O U T H  A F R I C A

A N  I L L U S T R A T E D  N A T I O N A L ( W H O ’S  W H O ) O F  A F R I C A N S  IN  A F R I C A

Bxtracts tajken from Press reviews of the first edition of this boo k .
" RAND DAILY MAIL, FRIDAY 50th. OCTOBER 1951

An amazing book*-amazing is the only word for it - has just appeared in 
Johannesburg, It is called "The African Yearly Register, a sober title for 
a fascinating, factful,instructive, pathetic and often amusing volume,which 
is sub-entitled "National Biographical Dictionary (Who’s who) of the 31ack 
Falk of Africa, The interest of the book is as compelling and continuous as 
a crime thriller, We read of Dr. Wilmot Blayden, a West African author who 
was deeply versed in English, French, German, Italian, Arabic, Latin,Hebrew, 
and Greek; of Veldtman Bikitshe who for his service to the British was pro
moted Captain, and who saved an Officer from a wounded lion by catching it 
by the tail, overpowering and killing it. There is,too, the story of Samuel 
Adjai Crowther, a slave boy once sold for a case of tobacco, who became the 
first African Bishop of the Church of England, for whose consecration in 
Canterbury Cathedral special trains were run to take the ctowds of spectat
ors from London.Proud mention Is made of a large number of Solicitors,Teach
ers, Ministers and others. The life of one of these, Dr, A. B. Xuma of Joh
annesburg is an astonishing and inspiring record of determination.To get 
money to continue his studies and pay the fees he owed, he worked at furnaces 
in coal yards, stables* and milking cows, grooming horses,as a waiter and a 
builders hand. He holds the degrees M,D.,B.Sc.,L.R.C,P .,L,R,C,S.,etc,, He 
became the Vice-President If the All African Convention, and later President 
of the African National Congress (now Banned)

DIAMOND FIELDS ADVERTISER 10th. NOVEMBER 1931.

The book reflect 
serve two useful

credit on 
purposes,

book should 
the natives 

have done, In the
the "urge" for education and

their
of

editor and contributors alike. The 
In the first place it will hearten 

its narrative of what men of their own blood are doing and 
second it will impress on European opinion
culture and their cheerful acceptance of heavy sacrifies to attain 
ambition of service to their kind.Mr. Skota's preface makes a good point 
the inclination of the many historians to record the very Worst ol tne^ 
Africans they deal with. The result is obvious."Young children reading m  
their school books that their Kings and Ancestors were murders, traitors, 
theives, are tempted to feel ashamed of them". The Register will do some- 
thing to counteract this inferiority complex - more^especially the unsigned 
article of the present King of Nigeria** which contains the following sugges 
tive passage: When Alexander the Great was adding victory upon^vietory, 
sweeping through Babylon, Cadul, Chaeronia and Gaza, and learning e 
diments of Government at the feet of Aristotle, the Philosopher; wnen 
Western world was only beginning to find its feet and commencing to mould a  
civilisation for the first time, Ethiopia was in its glory and had reached 
such perfaction in its civilisation that its culture flurished and dominated
the world 450 yeras before,

SUNDAY TIMES, NOVEMBER 1951

and 
ru
ths

That Tshaka, like William the Conqueror, was a great man nobody can doubt, 
and to state that he was a cruel Kin^ is to pay a man who broke virgin 
ground and founded a nation the poor.est compliment. This is one of 
nasty knocks at schoolbook notions of South African history contained in a 
remarkable volume just published in Johannesburg. The book is "The African 
Yearly Register" a combined who was who, who's who and Directory of the 
Black people of the Continent of Africa, written entirely by themselves. No 
one who is concerned as to the solution of South Africas most urgent problem, 
the native question, can afford not to read this book. It is a revelation and 
every bit as engrossing as a novel.



14th. August 1962.
The Secretary,
Bantu Welfare Trust, 
P. 0. Box 67,
J ohannesburg.
Dear Sir,

On the 1st, March 1961 your Trust granted me a loan 
of R1200.00 which it propeeed to give me in instalments, thus 
the first instalment of R600.00 was handed to me the same day.
In July 1 received R200.00, ni November I received R200.00.
In January of this year 1$62 I received R30.00, in May X receive* 
a further instalment of R30.00. Thereafter I have not received any monej.

The above money has been apent in the execution of the 
work of compiling the African Register in the following manner 
Office Rent from March 1961 to May 1662 § R22 per monet R330.Office furniture 
Mr. Maqupu, Agent - clerk . . *
Other service . . . . .
Travelling, Transvaal, O.F.S. and Basutoland 
Letterheads,Stationery, papers, Stamps 
Self (allowance) . . . . .
Petty cash ......................

R 92* 
R120. 
R 60. 
R 74. 
R114. 
R230. 
R 10.

R I030:00
I gratified by the amount of matter I have been able to get in, but I never knew it would take so long. I am 

not throu^i yet because I am expecting a list from all the new 
sovereign States in the north, showing their Cabinets. 1 am 
therefore embarking on a Provincial publication that will be 
out shortly. I am making all the necessary arrangements for it.
I hope to get meney from it to pay back the loan you so 
graciously allowed me. I will continue compiling the African 
Register, but I just must have m&ney, especially as I have to 
get together the R14000.00 to print the Register. All publishers 
I have approached say that if they were to take over the



2 .

the Manuscripts for printing, I would be entitled to a Royal/ty 
of only 10%, To this I cannot agree, as I would not have 
enough money from the book to continue my work,Hence I am moving 
heaven and earth to be in a position of handing the manuscripts 
to a printer and pay him his money. I have every hope of 
succeeding, and I promise to give you more information soon. But 
the loan is the first thing 1 must pay, and that soon, very soon. 
Believe me,

Sincerely yours
T. D. Mweli Skota



_ d o ?  y -

12th Oct., 1962.
Ref1 BWT/&H/2/9.

Mr. T.D. Mweli Skota, 
P.0. Box 3210, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Bear Mr. Skota,
The Trustees of the Bantu Welfare Trust will appreciate 

it if you will call at the offices of the Chairman, Mr. E.J. 
Donaldson, 310 Standard Bank Chambers, 46 Marshall Street, cor. 
Ferreira Street, Johannesburg, on Tuesday, 16th October, 1962, at 
2.30 p«m., to discuss your "Africa Register" project.

Pleas© be prepared to make available all the information 
you have on the progress made up to now.

Yours sincerely,

J.C.M. Mbata (Asat. Secretary), 
p.p. S.A.I.H.R.

SECRETARIES,
BANTU WELFARE TRUST.



AN ILLUSTRATED NATIONAL BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY (WHO’S WHO) OF THE
BLACK FOLKS OF THE CONTINENT OF AFRICA

A  r  R  I  €  4  I  R E O I i T E R
TELEPHONE:
P.O. BOX 3210. 
JOHANNESBURG.

EDITORIAL OFFICES: 
ROOM 109,

FIRST FLOOR, MACOSA HOUSE, 
17, COMMISSIONER STREET, 

JOHANNESBURG.

17th. October 1962,

Mr, J. C. M, Mbata,
Asst. Secretary S.A.I.R.R., 
P. 0. Box 97,
Johannesburg.

Dear Mr. Mbata,
1 received your letter of the 12th.Inst, in 

which you advised that i see Mr. Donaldson at 2.30p.m. on 
Tuesday the 16th. with all information on the progress I have 
made up to now. At this time I was still busy with the Afaraal 
and Mr. Cope of Price Brothers, who were introduced to me by 
Dr. Steyller hwen he was here last. Knowing that I would not 
be able to place before Mr. Donaldson a complete report, I 
phoned him and informed him of your letter. I asked him to 
postpone the interview for a week, so that I could have every
thing in hand, he agreed and asked me to inform you, and to 
phone as soon as I am ready. 1 then phoned tou to say 1 had 
asked Mr. Donaldson to postpone the interview .

I am hoping that next week I shall be able to 
inform both you and Mr. Donaldson.

Yours sincerely,

T. D. Mweli Skota



BANTU WELFARE TRUST
A L L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
T O  T H E  S E C R E T A R I E S  
T E L E P H O N E  8 3 5 - 1 7 8 !

T E L E G R A M S : “ U B U N T U "  
P.O. B O X  97  
J O H A N N E S B U R G

Ref: BWT/AH/2/9. 21st November, 1962.

Mr. T.D. Mweli Skota, 
P.O. Box 3210, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Hear Mr, Skota,

This is to remind you that you undertook to let 
the Chairman and the Secretaries of the Trust know as soon as 
you were ready to report on the progress you have made with the 
"African Register",

P»F«
J.C.M. Mbata (Asst. Secretary) 
S.A.i.R.R.,
SECRETARIES,
BANTU WELFARE TRUST.



3rd• January 1964

The Secretary,
Bantu Welfare Trust, 
P. 0. Box 97, 
Johannesburg.

Dear Sir,
I have just received a Summons issued by the 

Robert Shapiro Trust for Bantu Health and Training, through 
Attorney Solomon Aronsohn. You had not asked me to return 
your money, and I have not refused to pay it back. Summons 
or no Summons, I shall pay it back as soon as my book is publish© 
Your kind deed I shall never forget. I have no intentions of not 
returning your money.

It has been very difficult to find a suitable printer 
and publisher. That has caused the delay.

believe me, yours truly
T, D. Mire 11 Skota



ACKyowLaDori-;NT o f  shbi1 ai;d u n d e r ,a x i n g

1, the undersigned.

T.D. MWELI SKQTA
cere of "African register", 109 First Floor,
Maeoss House, 17 Commissioner street, JOHANNESBURG,

do hereby acknowledge myself to be truly and lawfully indebted 
unto and in favour of the Bantu Welfare Trust of Johannesburg 
in an amount of R934-75 (Nine hundred and thirty-four Hand 
seventy-five Cents) being the balance due by me in respect of

•o-. jmonies lent and advanced to me by the said Bantu Welfare Trust.
! ‘

1 hereby agree and undertake to pay the aforesaid 
sum of R934-75 in the mariner and subject to the conditions 
stated below s~

g -V ' • '  * r.. I
(a) Payment of the sum of K5Q-GQ (Fifty Hand) on 

the 7th day of Bay, 1964.
(b) Payment of the sum of HI00-00 (One Hundred liandi) 

on the 7th day of June, 1964.
(c) Payment of the sum of R784-75 (Seven Hundred and 

Eighty-Pour Hand Seventy-Five Cents) on the
7th day of July, 1964.

(d) In addition to the aforesaid sum of R934-75 I 
hereby agree and undertake to pay the collection 
chargee in respect thereof amounting to the
sum of R28-5G (Twenty-Bight Hand arid Fifty Cents) 
on the 7th day of July, 1964.

(e) I hereby choose as my "domicilium citandl et 
executandi" for all purposes the address set 
out above.

(f) All payments due hereunder are to be made at the 
offices of William Aroit ohn, Attorneys of 
Johannesburg.

(g) It is a term end condition hereof that should 
any of such instalments not be forthcoming on 
due date the full balance owing hereunder as
at the date of such default and from whatsoever 
cause arising shall immediately become due and 
payable without notice.

DATED at JOHANN BBURG this 9th day of MARCH, 1964.

A3 WlTihiobbb :



Wtllmm Armtsolm P. O. BOX 3031 PHO NE 3 3 -5 2 4 1

W. A R O N S O H N  
S .  A R O N S O H N  

A .  E .  B .  G O O D M A N
St . Andrew s Building. 

c\p Commissioner & Rissik Streets.
SOLICITORS

N O T A R I E S  &  C O N V E Y A N C E R S

T e l  A d d r e s s  .-“ K E N T A R O N "
Mr .A .Goodman/CS
Y O U R  RE F. .

10th June, 1964.

Mr. T.D. Mweli Skota,
c/o Messrs. African Register,
109, First Floor,
Macosa House,
17 Commissioner Street, 
JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir,
re: THE BANTU WELFARE TRUST versus YOURSELF.

With reference to our interview of the 20th ultimo
we have to advise you that our clients are prepared to put 
forward the commencing date of the payment to be made by 
you to the 7th day of July, 1964, subject to the following 
terms and conditions

(a) that you call at our offices within a period of 
seven (7) days from the date hereof for the purpose 
of signing a new Acknowledgment of Debt and 
Undertaking;

(b) that the costs of such new Acknowledgment of Debt 
and Undertaking together with the stamp duty 
payable thereon be borne by you. Such costs to be 
in addition to any other costs for which you have 
previously accepted liability.

Kindly treat this matter as urgent.

Yours faithfully— 
WILL



ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF DEBT AND UNDERTAKING.

I, the undersigned,
T.D. MWJBLI SKOTA

care of "African Register", 109 First Floor,
Kacosa House, 1? Commissioner Street, JOHAifREBBUfiG,

do hereby acknowledge myself to be truly and lawfully indebted 
unto and in favour of the Bantu Welfare Trust of Johannesburg 
in an amount of R934-75 (Nine hundred and thirty-four Rand 
seventy-five Cento) being the balance due by me in respect of 
monies lent and advanced to me by the said Bantu elfere Trust.

I hereby agree end undertake to pay the full amount 
of R934-75 to the said Bantu welfare Trust on the 28th day of 
February, 1965, subject to the conditions stated below *~

(a) In addition to the aforesaid sum of R934-75 1 
hereby agree and undertake to pay the collection 
charges in respect thereof amounting to the
sum of R28-50 (Twenty-Bight hand end Fifty Cents) 
on the 28th day of February, 1965|

(b) The remission of any instalment or grant of any 
concession or condonation of any breach of the 
terms and conditions hereof or any other act of 
relaxation, indulgence or grace on the pert of 
the Bantu Welfare Trust shall not be deemed to be 
a waiver by the said Bantu Welfare Trust of any of 
its rights hereunder or be construed as a novation 
hereof end shall be without prejudice to any of the 
said Bantu Welfare Trust's rights hereunder}

(c) I hereby choose as my "domicilium citandi et 
executandi" for all purposes the address set 
out above;

(d) All payments due hereunder are to be made at the 
offices of william Aronsohn, Attorneys of 
Johannesburg;

............'  ""  " - -  — ?■-------TO--------sp --------------- ................................

(e) It is a term and condition hereof that should 
any of s uch instalments not be forthcoming on 
due date the full balance owing hereunder as
at the date of such default and from whatsoever 
cause arising shall immediately become due and 
payable without notice.

BATED at JOHANNESBURG this 10th day of NOVEMBER, 1964.

AS WITNESSES :

1 .

!
2.
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22 Sunvalley, 
i . 0 » alI ip spruit,

J GludkiHSiiUiid •

P R E S I D E N T :  DR.  B E R N A R D  F R I E D M A N  
D I R E C T O R :  F.J.  V A N  W Y K

A L L  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  
T O  T H E  D I R E C T O R .

m q ar hr o . . o t a ,

ieuben Derive has just returned from visiting you. He tells me that 
you have asked him to return tomorrow (today) in order that you 
might visit your n i / c e e
I believe that you would like to meet in order to straighten out
some of the problems concerning the reproduction of photographs from 
your invaluable book. X would like very much indeed to meet you, 
not only to straighten out any difficultties with the photographs 
but also to have a general discussion with you. I_hope that such 
a meeting will be possible in the near future but am afraid 1 cannot 
meet you tomorrow as X have meetings from 1,00 p.m 
and cannot therefox’e meet you with keuben tomorrow b«

to about 
;ween 12

> n 0
5 0

i 0 0 :
p  .  -.1 .

and 2 ,.00 p.iii. sorry about this bu xi you i/ouid ■ugge s t
convenient time next weel .1 make sure that X come.

Xn trie meantime, nay X assure you that none or m e  pho npns oo 
would like to use from your book, will be used without your 
permission. -*e madejk copy of the group photographs only t d  assist 
us in identifying the individuals in the photograph . J-1:& re
production will not be used for any purpose, other than identifying 
individuals, without your permission.

Please be assured of that.

Yours sincerely,
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20th. Aligns t , 1975.

Mr. M. Skota,
2 2 Sunval1ey,
P • 0 • Alipsprux t, 
Pimville,
0  G  i - j j r i . -  ■ ■  -L. .-G... L  .

Dear Mr. Skota,

’i'wo weeks ago, my assistant, Reuben Denge, 
contacted you about the photographs in your excellent book, 
'Africa .■Giio's Who ' . We have been co— operating with Gwendolyn 
Carter of Northwestern University, United States of Ai erica, in 
attempting to compile an up-to-date biographical collection of 
African leaders in South Africa. It is intended that this book 
should form the fourth volume in the series 'From Protest to 
Challenges Documents of African Politics in South Africa, 
1882-1964'o

A  photographer has indicated that he will be 
prepared to reproduce photographs from the i960 edition of your 
book but we obviously cannot go ahead without your permission to 
reproduce the photographs and it is for this reason that I am now 
writing to you.

the photographs, 
addition, Profess 
~ge' series would

Clearly, if your permission is received to reproduce 
all tlfe photographs used would be acknowledged. In 
or Carter who is editing the 'From Protest to Challe 
like to present you with the full series.

If you do wish to give your 
could you let us have written permission very- 
pressed fox’ time at the moment.

c ons exit 
soon as

to
we

this request, 
are very

Yours sincerely,
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