
DIO THE Picigm oEB m a a c  staht ?«

In recent days this question has often been asked, and it la 

doubtful whether many Pathfinder Officers in the Transvaal 

could give a satisfactory reply to it; hence it ia felt that 

this statement of the early„ days may be of interest to many*

It ia possible that raaiy people could claim to have 

started organ! sfcaltms for non-European boys in South Africa 

befbre the Pathfinder Movement actually came into being and 

one honours them for it, but although many of these organia- 

ations were run on Scout linea and have since been merged 

into the parent iaoveraent th«y cannot rightly be said to have 

originated it* for so far as one can see they were self- 

contained organisations m n in connection with name particu

lar institution, and they shewed no si ns of extending out

side those Units, nbv did they link up with the .overrent in

ti 1 some time after its inauguration in the Transvael*

The whole question of a Scout movement for non-Kuror>ean 

boys*in this count xy was brought before the Transvaal Scout 

Council as Ion? ac?o as October 1911, and although nothing was 

decided requests continued to come in at intervals. As I 

write I havejbefore mt a copy of the ' inutes of a special meet

ing of the Transvaal Scout Council held on August ;.2nd# 2 16

•to consider an application received..........re the formation

of a Cape Coloured Troop on similar lines to the Boy Scout 

organisation" and at that meeting were Hon* D /S A . J .a . Young 

(afterwarda to be the first Pathfinder Commissioner) and Mr.

J * Hungerford who for many years has been a member of the 

Tranavaal Divisional Council. a further meeting was held 

on ctober 10th. IT 16 whan the matter was again discussed 

and it was agreed that some action should be taken to fox® 

soma such organisation, but that it must be under the control 

of the Scout Council although not affiliated to it, that it 

muat not be called a "Scout" movement, that it should have a 

distinctive unifona and that it must follow special regulat

ions laid down for ite guidance. Thia having beo^unanimously

decided



decided a deputation waited upon the Chief Scout for the 

Union (H.E. Lord Duxton) for hie couneel and approval*

Hie Excellency felt that it would be well for the matter 

to wait until the end of the '-Var and hla advice was carried 

out although In some quarters there was great die appointment.

Vftthin a nonth of the signing of the Armistice the 

Transvaal Scout Council was again approached and asked to 

redeem Its promise# ThiSj with the approval of the Chief 

Scout for the union it proceeded to do on the lines prev

iously laid down* and in July 1919 an organisation known as 

•'fhe Trackers" came into being with specified rules and reg* 

ulationa. (It Is interesting to note that It was upon 

these " m cker reflations the original regulations of the 

’̂ thfinders were based.) The Transvaal Scout Council 

assumed control of the Movement and application for registr

ation had to be sent to the Council's secretary* A few 

Troops were formed, but they Tradually loot interest, prob

ably through lack of any encouraffement, and after a time 

the Tracker Movement coaeod to exist except on paper.

In Canon W. A. Palmer, Principal of the Wocesan

Training College, £race Dieu, Hetersburg (and now Dean of 

Johannesburg) applied to the Scout Council for permission to 

start a Scout Troop at his Institution, and in reply he was 

invited to start a Tracker Troop. This he refused to do 

and for a time the mstter dropped, but In Febwajy 1922 he 

enrolled on his staff two Scouters, Mr. V.E. Wilkinson 

of Johannesburg (now Vicar of Kensington, Johannesburg) and 

■ycelf who had been working as a Scouter in Hertfordshire 

for rono yonrv. "fe ur<?ed Canon f aimer to approach Scout 

Headquarters again and this he did, only to receive the sme 

Invitation to start Trackero, although no active work was 

being carried out in that connection. ’The demand appeared 

to be urgent, but when the scheme was carried the interest

appeared



appeared to lapse" wrote the Secretary. After some 

further correspondence Canon Palmer asked for a Round

table conference between the Scout Council and represent

atives of missionaries and others Interested in the wel

fare of Bantu youth, and this request was granted*

The meeting was held In Johannesburg on July 27th*

VJ22 and at that meeting the non-<ju rope ans were represented 

jy  the ev. H.R« JHffgs, Hill (now Archdeacon of Johannes

burg), J . Howard, Canon Palmer, V* Parker (now rilshop of 

Pretoria), A. Winter (now D /P /d  for Central Johannesburg), 

eosrs Acbterberg (representing the Transvaal ;Jd\ication De

partment), 3* Dickenson (representing the Palladia Movement), 

V.S. 71 lk Ins on and nyself from the Diocesan Training College.

The whole queotio© of Native Scout* and similar move

ments was gone Into and discussed fUliy and it was obvious 

that there was a veiy strong division of opinion on the 

advisability of authorising a Non-î uropoan organisation to 

come into being. A/D/C# Jiô gtvlneon wae In the Choir and 

at last, after the matter had been well vetllated he put tte 

question to tne vcte^ Should a Hon- uropean organisation be 

authorised ? The voting was equal and the feeling wae 

tense while all waited for the Chairman's casting vote J Ha 

gave It In favour of the Movement, end the meeting then pro

ceeded to discu68 details. it was decided to change the 

title "Tracker'* to "Pathfinder" and to make sundry other 

small alterations to the Tracker regulations which were used 

as the baala of discussion. These amendmenta were later 

approved by the Transvaal Scout Council and the preeent Path

finder Movement had come Into being 2

In September 1922, the first Troop to be registered 

under the new conditione was formally inaugurated at the 

Diocesan Training College, Pletersburg and In the October 

Issue of rThe Reveille'-1, the Transvaal Scout Ma^slse, the



Appointments ofrthe Hev# 3 ,P# Woodfi<?ld and Mr* v*L* Wilkia- 

son as Uoiirt iackm asters'* of the let* Pietersburg Path

finder* as from 7 /9 /22 ’’appeared amongst tho appointments 

of Ccouters in the official gazette. It may be here 

noted that Pathfinder appointment® continued to be gaaetted 

in "The ReveilleH until June 1934 sometimes under the Head

ing Pathfinders", sometimes ^n*er "Nativr Pathfinders **•

In Seplrofeer 1924, the first vage contained the nxssea of the 

Transvaal K,Q, officials, and there was included the tt*M

M,fyathfinder kov*'ment '* - D/C in charge* j*r, J* B. Young, "
the

while in/April 1225 number formal leave of absence for iir* 

v SK ^w s^i&ln^i^ven  together with the name of his tempor

ary successor* These facta are mentioned here Necaise 

few realise the courage with which the Transvaal Scout Counc

il took up the %crk of the Pathfinder Movement* A* early 

as NoveTfcer 1S23 the Editor had published an article describ

ing a canip held by the Pieters bur? PathfincJers - an act easily 

liable to misconstruction by eoroe*

Mention hae already be?n made of V C , J .2 . voung. In 

Au;?u£t 1923 he wee appointed by the Transvaal Scout Council 

to take charge of the Pathfinder Movement, At the time 

oflits appointment there were only three registered Troops*

1st* Pietersburg* (College) 7/8/22*
2nd* " (Town) 1/6/23*

with Mrs* K*U* Filler as P/U*
1st, Pretoria* 30/6/23.

The first Beef Troop to be registered wra the 1st, Hoodepoort 
(18/8/24) followed by the 1st* Johannesburg (3, Cyprian’s)

18/3/24*

On August 26th* 1923 representatives of the Pathfinder 

iiovcrnent wore given an opportunity of discussing their diff

iculties w*th Sir Alfred Pickfort?, the Imperial H*Q* Commiss

ioner for Oversea Scouts who was on a visit to this country* 

Naturally, Sir Alfred was not in a positi on to any decia- 

lon t s  the many points raised, but he assured the Pathfinder



representatives that .imperial Headquarters regarded their 

Movement vlth sympathy although it wee bound to accept 

the decisions of it* i>outh African Council as to its actual

status*

By this time the Chief Scouts of the Union were also 

coming into touch with the kovoment, and H.R.H. < rlnce 

Arthur of Connaught was pleased to accept an album of photo

graphs shewing the 1st. Pathfinder Troop at work in caap. 

Later, when H*£. the carl of Athlon® paid his first vi3it 

to Pietersbur*? to meet the native Chiefs of the district 

his Guard of Honour was formed of over ICO Pathfinders in 

full uniform* some of whom had marched eighteen miles the 

same morning in order to be present# Their appearance 

in the streets of Pietersburg haaded by the “Band" of 

busies end home-made drums caused a sensation arcongst the 

inhabitants, as may be imagined* H.I*. waa greatly inter** 

ested in the boys and asked many questions as to the aims 

and working of the Kovement.

The Court of Honour of the 1st. Pietersburg Troop 

spent many hours at work under the "Indaba Tree” sifting 

the Regulations under which they workedt 6®n,t malV

su^eations to the Transvaal Scout Council - most of which 

were approved. These suggestions were Intended to make 

the Movement more suitable fbr Native boys and were based 

on actual experience and experiment.

Owing to the small number of Pathfinders it was not 

possible to obtain the metal tenderfoot badge under 1/- each 

- a big tax on the ordinary oantu boy. Proficiency badges, 

too, presented a difficulty, for the cost of a small number 

of cloth badges would have been prohibitive, and so Cash's 

name tapes were used instead. loone could pretend that 

they were satisfactory, and it was a work of art to present 

a number of them on parade without a few undignified dsshea



being w de to oatch the *luaive strip*,, caught away by i q m  

sudden &iat of wind*

All this time, D/C. Young was the only executive H.q* 

Officer, and ha felt the naed of an advisory body which 

could share with him soma of tha responsibility of the 

rrowin# movement* Ha accordingly callad a meeting of 

those interested with a vftew to the appointment of an 

Advinory Council? tha meeting wss held on August HTtta* 19U4 

«>nd a?? a result an Advisory Council was formed with iir*

J*D* Hhelnallt Jones ©s Chairman, The firet formal 

noetlnr: w»f held on December 3rd. 1924 cind at that meeting 

a complete liat of Appointments end Registrations to data 

was formally art'roved. It shewed that there were 38 

rer*lstored Troops (including let. Itodtferfontein 1n the Orange 

^ree State) and 49 Officers*

‘Che Transvaal Scout Council took up the matter of the 

i fr.hf*nder Advisory Council and in February 19lifj issued a 

‘•Constitution" to rjovem the personnel of euch council and 

to Isy do**n its duties. At the sane ti«a« was icau^d a 

more detailed copy of the 1 sth finder "Buies a/u’ tef/iilationa'1, 

Anongst the members of the Scout Council an ointed to re

present it on the Pathfinder Advisory Council was *4r. K.K*

Fleischer, ao soon to become the Treasurer of the Transvaal
S. African

Division and letcr to become the H.Q. Secretary for the/Path- 

fin<3er Council*

In April 1926 D/C. Ytainp left on a visit ov^rteaa during 

which he hoped to raise funds for the carrying on of hi a work* 

Capt. G.H. liyrnos, the Transvaal Scout Secretary was appointed 

to take charge of the Movement during his absence, anti 

:heinallt «3onee remained Chairman of the newly formed Council. 

Juat when D/C. Young wa on the point of leaving Ireland 

his return journey news was received of M a  unttaely death*



This was towards the end of 1926, and at the next meeting
of ^

the Divisional Council, a very warm message of condolence

was sent to his widow and daughter* As Coramisaloner-ln- 

Cbarge of Pathfinders Mr* Young had done much to help for* 

ward the work. He had the necessary leisure so that he 

was able to visit the Troops In different parts of the Trans

vaal, and his genial manner and kindly courtesy had won for 

him the friendship of all who worked with him In the Move

ment. In / order that his memory might long remain with 

the Pathfinders, four Challenge flags were given by his sist

er for competition in the four districts of the Transvaal,
now

and the 'VJ.B. Young Memorial Trophies" areAell known.iazxtinc 

X xxxxxkkX , It was necessary for a successor to Mr* Young 

to be appointed, and the Pathfinder Council unanimously in

vited its Chairman, Mr* J .D . Hhelnallt Jones, to combine the 

charge of the Pathfinder Movement with his work as Chairman 

of the Council. Owing to his absence overseas for some 

time it was not possible for Mr* Jones to give his answer un

til his ret a to in August IT; 26. To the satisfaction of all 

Mr* Jones agreed to become Offlcer-in-charge of the Path

finder Movemenst, and about the same time the official design

ation of the Senior Officer of the Movement was changed to 

that of Chief Pathfinder.

At this same meeting of the Advisory Council It was 
Include

agreed to ianriefca: two Bantu representatives in the Council,

a step which has greatly jistifled itself. The
Bantu

first two/members were Messrs. J .R . Hathebe and T.P. Matha- 

bathe. and the former has been a raeriber of the Transvaal Path

finder Council ever since.that time.

quest*e* ef a I<iovenent for the younger boys now be- 

<*an to make Itself heard, and a small sub-committee was appoint

ed to draw up a suitable scheme for these young lads. The 

name chosen for them was that of ’’Klipspringers" and they



were given a Law *11311 lar to that of the Wolf Cuba which 

reminded them thats

A Klipspringer Is always marry and happy,

A Klipspringer is  always busy, and 

A Klipspringer never thinks of himself, 

but the name was not approved by the boys living In towns, 

and so It was changed fbr the more prosaic name of Vunlor 

Pathfinder**.

In Search 1927 a revised copy of the "Rules and Regu

lations*' was put out - the last of the roneod productions - 

and thla contained the regulations fbr the Junior movement 

as well.

The Chief Scout, Sir Robert Baden-Powell, was visiting 

the Union towards the end of 1926, and he inspected hi a 

first Parade of Pathfinders in Johannesburg in November of 

thla year. Since that time he has been a keen observer 

of the progress of the Movement and In 1931, When he was 

again in the country he expressed his pleasure at the great 

improvement thet had taken place since hie last visit.

Troops were beginning to spring up in all parts of the 

Union and it was becoming obvious that the Transvaal Council 

would aoon cease to be regarded as the pivot of the Movement! 

so in June 1923 the South African Scout Council weatf asked 

to sanction the formation of a South African Pathfinder 

Advisory Council and this sanction was given, but owing to 

the fact that many parts of the Union were not yet organised 

it was not possible to hold the first meeting of the South 

African Fathfinder Council until June 20th. 2930. Before 

this meeting ”r. Hheinallt Jones had been unanimously Invited 

to become Chief Pathfiirier for Southern Africa, and hia 

appointment was w^llhigly confirmed by the South African 

rcout Council at its next meetings Unfortunately, &r. 

Jones was unable to preside at the first meeting of the S.



African Pathfinder Council which wap held In Johannesburg

owing to hi a absence overseas, and the honour fell upon me
for the Tranevaal 

a a Act In? Divisional Pathfinder/during hi a absence. At

that meeting we had the pleasure of the presence of our old 

friend Sir Alfred Plckford who was again visiting the country, 

and he brought greetings from the Chief Scout to the members 

of the newly formed Council*

By this time the first printed Book of Hules and Regu

lations had been circulated - it was iasued in 1929 - and It 

did good service until the S* African Fathfinder Council was 

able to arrange for a conrl#te revision of the whole "Consttt- 

ution, stales, and Regulations "in October 1931 and these "are - 

Vne hoKt c of ri-iv -iwg -,er>t. a» ti o ]-r*â nt, time,

I am only too well aware that many matters of Interest 

hava been omitted from this brief 3ketch - to mention only a 

few, the problem of Indian and Coloured with their '•Scouts* 

end "Paladins'* respectively, the quiet beginning of ■'The 

Pathfinder*' as a Reef Bulletin written by Mr, rjpkea for the 

benefit of hie own District only, the great assistance afford

ed us at all times by the Transvaal Scout Council who have 

allowed us to use their Equipment Store and Comltteo Rooms, 

the steady growth of Interest and practical support given to 

the PathfJndor Movement by stalwarts of the Scout Brotherhood, 

the Increasing sense of responsibility shewn by the Bantu 

who have qualified for promotion to the higher ranks through 

sheer fcoenneas and hard work (to mention only one case *  that 

of D/P/M F .J, Oliphant of Pletersburg, who started as a Troop 

Leader in 1923), and, of course, th^real hard work and enthus

iasm of our present Chief Pathfinder and M s  Secretary, Mr* 

rlaje\cher. But to rite of all ttsnc would call for mort 

than one "Special dumber" for the Transvaal, and It aeens 

better to stop at a stage In our progreas which was reached 

when the Movement became a Southern African one*



lo
- #  .

To those of us who have been *lny the Liove neat since
its
fck& early days the development that has taken place seoms 

almost miraculous, and In consequence the memories of 

nany long discussions, the difficult problem®, the prajud* 

ices and the compromises have lost their bitturness.

One wonders what the ilantu boys did with their tiae 

before thcra was any Fathfinder Movement, and we find it 

adapting itself to town and country conditions alike with 

an ease that does credit to those who drew up its schemes 

of trainings At last we are able to go *FQKWAKD“# know* 

ing that we have not betrayed our trust, but that In all 

ranks there is a real desire to live up to the high otandaitf 

that has been set before us no$ only on pp»pnr In cur "/time11 

oi ,,ut in practical eveiyday life by Him

■'ho was the greatest of all Pathfinders, our Lord Jesus Christ 

Himself.

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

,qu  S. P. Woodfield.
rilatl^tOPal * tiU.llnrittr-fTvl. )
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