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Bechuanaland Protectorate

E D U C A T I O N  D E P A R T M E N T  
A N N U A L  R E P O R T

For the Year ended 31st December, 1949
PART I.

INTRODUCTORY.

To a ss e s s  the ed u cational system  in the B ech u an alan d  P rotectorate it is n e c e s 
sary  to resta te  certa in  controlling g eo g rap h ica l factors.

The territory is bounded on the east, south and  south-w est b y  the Union oi 
South Africa; on the w est an d  north by  South-W est A frica and  on the north-east 
b y  Southern R hodesia. At one p la ce  our northern border tou ches the C olony oi 
Northern R hodesia.

The country is larg e  (ap proxim ately  275,000 sq u are  m iles) and  abou t two- 
thirds of its a re a  be lo n g s to the K alah ari Desert.

B eca u se  of this the m ain cen tres of population are  co n cen trated  n e a r the 
e a stern  border, for there, on the w hole, w ater supplies a re  be tter than in the rest 
of the country— with the excep tion  of a  larg e  portion of N gam iland, in the North, 
w here are  the sw am ps of the O kovango.

In the Desert, w hich occup ies the bulk of the cen tral and  w estern  p arts of the 
territory, there are  groups of little v illag es centred  upon iso la ted  w ater-holes, but 
in N gam iland  the tend ency  is for the p eople to live in num erous sm all settlem ents 
situated  on islets in the sw am ps and  a lo n g  the m ain  w aterw ays.

The B ech u a n a  proper are  divided into eight m ain tribes e a c h  with its own 
N ative Authority, treasury, and  tribal boun daries. There are  a lso  other groups 
such a s  the D am ara, M ak alak a , M am pukushu, etc., who are  either included within 
the tribal bo un d aries and  su b ject to tribal authority or live in a re a s  sp ecia lly  
a llo ca ted  for their use. T hese groups differ from the B ech u an a  and  from one 
another in la n g u a g e s  and  custom s and  am ong them  sp e cia l m ention must be 
m ade of the M asarw a— a  type of Bushm an nom ad.

In the reserv es there is a  num ber of very la rg e  v illa g es a t con sid erab le  
d is tan ces apart, one of w hich, K anye, h as a n  estim ated  m aximum  population oi 
22,922 people. A part from these "tow n s" there a re  m any other v illag es, som etim es 
of co n sid erab le  size and  often w idely sep arated .

T hese settlem ents serve a s  b a s e s  from which there is a  se a so n a l exodus tc 
the agricu ltu ral lands, w hich m ay b e  anythin g  from three to thirty m iles aw ay ; 
out in the "B u sh " there are  "ca ttle  p osts" (p astu rag es w ith w ater a v a ila b le ) w here 
m any young p eople live and  tend their p arents herds.

The results of the 1946 C ensu s g a v e  the A frican population a s  290,103 
(M asarw a ap proxim ately  9,500) and  the Europ eans a s  2,325.

A part from the G overnm ent officials, m ission aries and  traders liv ing a t the 
la rg er v illages, the Europ ean population is com posed m ain ly  of farm ers, railw ay  
em p loyees and  p eople en g a g ed  in w orking a t the gold m ines situ ated  n ear the 
Southern R hod esia  border. The farm ing and  ran ch in g  a re a s  of the European 
settlers are  close  to the ea stern  border of the P rotectorate and  in the G hanzi 
district n e ar the ea stern  border of South-W est Africa.

There is a  sm all h alf-caste  population, w hich for the most part is absorb ed  
into the A frican tribal system s.

W ith the excep tion  of the R hod esia  R ailw ay  running n e ar the eastern  border 
of the territory and  a  m ain  road a d ja ce n t to it, from w hich there a re  bran ch es 
lead in g  to a  few of the b ig g est v illag es, such com m unications a s  ex ist a re  poor.

From this p icture it will b e  se e n  that the d ifficulties of adm inistering  ed ucation  
in a  country of such v ast d istan ces, prim itive com m unications and  a  fluctuating 
school population, a re  co n sid erable .



The position is further com plicated  b y  the fact that the adm inistrative h e a d 
qu arters are  outside the country and  that the neigh bouring territories, on which 
a t p resent w e h av e  to depend  for h igher and  tech n ica l ed ucation, differ e d u ca 
tio nally  and  in p o litical control.

Two other im portant factors hav e influenced  the developm ent of our e d u ca 
tional system . Firstly, the m ajor portion of the country is served  b y  one m ission 
only, the London M ission. Secondly , the policy of Indirect Rule, with the d evelop 
m ent of tribal resp onsibility , h as led to a  transfer of the im m ediate control of 
schools, in a re a s  w here there is an  a d eq u a te  so cia l organisation , from m ission or 
governm ent a g e n c ie s  to the tribes.

In short, in  tribal and  certa in  other areas , district school com m ittees, w hich do 
their work under statutory authority and  which are  rep resen tativ e of Tribal, M ission 
an d  G overnm ent in terests, a re  directly  resp o n sib le  for the running of their schools.

An u nderstand ing of these  facts, to som e of w hich la ter re feren ce  will be  
m ade, is essen tia l to a  proper ap p reciation  of the adm inistration of A frican educ- 
cation  in the B ech u an alan d  Protectorate.

For the e a rlie r  history of ed ucation  in the Protectorate, re feren ce  should be  
m ade to the A nnual Report of the Director of Education for the period 1st Janu ary, 
1938, to 31st M arch, 1939.

PART II.

EDUCATIONAL SY STEM  AND POLICY.

(a) A frican:—

The acco m p an y in g  d iagram  illu strates the Protectorate system  of A frican 
ed ucation , in re la tio n  to the extra-territorial institutions upon w hich it depends, 
with grow ing insecurity , for the m ore ad v an ced  facilities w hich neither its popula
tion nor econom y ca n  support. The insecurity  derives from the recen t rea lisation  
in the Union of South Africa, that for its own ind igenou s p eop les it can not afford 
to continue to m eet the steep ly  risin g  cost of ed ucation  to ca te r for a ll who are  
ed u cab le , still less to afford to su bsid ise  from the S ta te  exch eq u er a lie n  A fricans 
who for so long hav e en joy ed  the hospitality  of their post-prim ary schools, their 
v o cation al train ing  and  their co lleg es and  universities. For p ast b enefits we 
rem ain  grateful, and  for their continuation in spite of difficulties w e still hope.

2. The dotted line in the d iagram  divides Protectorate schools from extra 
territorial institutions. Below  the line 17,693 A frican pupils w ere enrolled  in 
1949, and  ab o v e the line po ssib ly  300, the latter num ber b e in g  no reflection  of 
the im portance to the Territory of the serv ice  it rep resents.

3. W ith the excep tion  of four cen tral tribal schools, previously known as 
m iddle schools, but under rev ised  nom enclature now term ed higher prim ary 
schools, for they  co nsist of but stand ard s V and  VI, the two h igh est c la sse s  of 
the prim ary course, a ll other schools w ithin the prim ary ran g e  are  confined to 
those offering a  four y e a r  course, a  six y ea r course and  the full eight y ear course. 
T hese are  term ed resp ectiv e ly  v illag e  schools, low er prim ary schools and  prim ary 
schools, and  a p p e a r a t the b a s e  of the d iagram . The order given is a n  ind ication 
of their resp ectiv e num bers and  enrolm ents, sin ce the full prim ary schools num 
b ered  but 18 in the y e a r  under review , in addition to w hich the two higher 
stand ard s w ere tau ght a t the four h igher prim ary schools and  in prelim inary 
c la ss e s  a t the two seco n d ary  schools.

4. The two secon d ary  schools co ncerned  w ere the B am an gw ato C o lleg e and 
St. Josep h 's C ollege, to both of w hich la ter referen ce  will b e  m ade. The latter 
offered the full three y ea r junior seco n d ary  course and  the former, during its 
in au g u ral y ear, two y ea rs  of that course. Both p lan  to b eg in  upon the senior 
seco n d ary  course lead in g  to m atricu lation in 1951.

5. From the prim ary schools, pupils who hav e ob ta in ed  a  satisfactory  p ass, 
m ay  proceed  not only to eith er of the ab o v e Protectorate second ary  schools, but 
a lso  to a  three y e a r course of resid en tia l professional train ing a t the G overnm ent 
T each er T rain ing C ollege, K anye, or to the H om ecrafts C entre a t Mochudi, w hich 
as a  tem porary m easu re w ill a cce p t ad o lescen ts a lso  who hav e com pleted  but 
six  y ea rs  of the prim ary course.



For p arents who can n o t afford the re la tiv e ly  high board in g  fees ch arg ed  at 
the second ary  schools w ithin the Territory, or the still h igher on es im posed in 
p a ra lle l schools in the Union, a  junior secon d ary  d ay  school w as op ened  at 
K anye, this to be  the precursor of others a t stra teg ic  cen tres w hich o b ta in  the 
approval of the D epartm ent, S in ce  the Junior C ertificate is still the qu alifica tion  
required  for adm ission to various forms of v ocation al training , including that for 
the Prim ary Higher T each ers ' C ertifica te  of the Union, and  that for nurses re g is 
trab le  in South A frica, it follows that this will b e  a  leav in g  point for m any 
Protectorate students, and  hence that m any who com plete the course a t the 
junior secon d ary  d ay schools will not w ish to p roceed  to a  b oard in g  school for 
the sen ior tw o-year course.

6. O ne of the arrow s in the d iagram  show s p rogression  from our prim ary 
schools to Union second ary  schools. Id eally  this should b e  u n n ecessary , but it 
will rem ain  d esirab le  for m any y ea rs  to com e. Thus, ap art from the fact that the 
P rotectorate should not b e  a  concen tration  cam p  for the rising  generatio n , and 
that p arental p references should b e  resp ected , is the fact that w e are  not yet 
a b le  to ca te r for the num bers co ncerned  in our institutions, nor to provide them 
with the ch o ice  of su b ject d esirab le  w hen focusing upon la ter professional 
requirem ents.

7. Extra-territorial vo cation al train ing  a t  three different lev els is shown, all 
b e in g  follow ed by  students from the Protectorate, who, in gen eral, o b ta in  bursary 
a ss is ta n ce  for the purpose. For adm ission, the en tran ce  q u alificatio n s are  re s p e c
tively  a  satisfactory  p ass in the Prim ary Schools L eaving  Exam ination , the p o sses
sion of the Junior C ertificate and  the holding of the m atricu lation  certifica te  or 
its equ ivalent.

O ne of the most en cou rag in g  featu res in the Protectorate system  is this 
facility , the ad v a n ta g e  that is tak en  of it and  the type of ed u cated  A frican thus 
en a b le d  to qualify.

8. Included  am ong the vo cation al courses from w hich B otsw an a  students 
hav e ben efited  are  those in agriculture, build ing, carp entry, com m erce, dom estic 
sc ien ce , dressm aking, forestry, leather-w ork, nursing, motor m echan ics, and 
teacher-tra in in g .

9. F inally  the Territory is ind ebted  to Fort Hare, to w hich the Education 
D epartm ent p ay s a  sm all an n u al grant, for the prep aratio n  of a  few students 
for d egrees and  post-grad u ate diplom as in ed u cation  and  agriculture, a s  a lso  to 
the W itw atersrand  U niversity for the full m edical train ing g iven  with a  p ra ise 
worthy d isregard  of ra c ia l d ifferences, a s  w ell a s  for the resid en tia l and  acad em ic 
facilities offered to students who w ish to sp e c ia lise  in A frican lan g u ag es .

10. For obvious reaso n s there rem ain  m any g a p s in the ed u catio n al system  
of the Protectorate. The filling of these must aw ait the econom ic developm ent of 
hidden resou rces, but som e of them could b e  bridged  if inter-territorial institutions 
within the High Com m ission Territories w ere developed.

It is therefore hoped that in B asutolan d  Lerotholi m ight op en its doors to the 
train ing  of our students in different trades; that the M aseru  High School might 
sim ilarly  adm it others for full second ary  courses; that in a id ed  schools there the 
training of teach ers  for h igher prim ary schools and  dom estic sc ie n ce  work might 
b e  facilitated , a s  w ell a s  the a cce p ta n ce  of others for secon d ary  work and  that, 
a s  cou rses develop, there m ight b e  reciprocity  b e tw een  the B am an gw ato  C ollege 
a n d  the M atap a N ational School of Sw aziland .

11. Among the p lans for the developm ent of A frican ed u cation  w ithin the 
Protectorate are  the follow ing;—

(a) Under a  su itab ly  qu alified  staff the estab lish m en t of d ifferentiated  seco n 
dary cou rses a t the B am an gw ato C o lleg e and  a t St. Joseph's;

(b) The introduction, w hen opportune, of post-ju n ior-certificate train ing foi 
A frican clerks;

(c) The developm ent a t the G overnm ent T rain ing C o lleg e  a t a  la ter d ate  oi 
tra in ing  for the h igher prim ary schools, of courses for infant m ethod 
sp ecia lists , and  of others for teach ers  of art and  craft-w ork, of needlew ork 
and  hom ecrafts, of school gard ening, an d  of p h ysical training;

(d) The inau guration  a t G ab ero n es in asso cia tio n  with the Public W orks 
D epartm ent Depot, of different courses for artisan s;



(e) The developm ent, p ossib ly  a t  M ah alap y e, of train ing  in dry land  farm ing, 
and  there or e lsew here of train ing  in anim al husbandry;

(f) The estab lish m en t there also , or a t Pharing, of courses in forestry;

(g) In co -o p eration  with the M edical D epartm ent the introduction of sim ple 
train ing  in occu p ation al therapy;

(h) The further developm ent of v ern acu lar work in asso cia tio n  with the Ortho
grap h y  and  Literature Com m ittee and  other ap propriate ag en c ies ;

(i) The appointm ent of a  text-book com m ittee to ad vise  on English  an d  ver
n a cu la r books re la ted  to our curricula;

(j) The consolid ation  and  exten sion  of effort by  the further developm ent of 
reg io n a l p lanning on the part of officers of the D epartm ent in co lla b o ra 
tion with nativ e authorities, schools com m ittees, m issions and  G overnm ent 
officers;

(k) The im provem ent of diet, in  asso cia tio n  with the M edical Departm ent, 
through the introduction of com pensatory  school m eals;

(1) In sim ilar a sso cia tio n  the developm ent of Junior Red Cross Links at 
s tra teg ic  schools;

(m) The prom otion of youth organisations, w holesom e recrea tio n  and  general 
p h ysica l w ell-bein g ;

(n) The inau gu ration  of a  lib rary  system  for young and  old;

(o) The developm ent, w hen funds permit, of au dio-visual a id s to assist 
instruction;

(p) The brin g ing  of prim ary ed ucation  within the rea ch  of all ch ildren oi 
school a g e ; the ex ten sion  of secon d ary  facilities to a ll desirous and 
ca p a b le  of benefittin g  therefrom , and  the introduction of cou rses for the 
p h ysica lly  handicap p ed ;

(q) The concurrent developm ent of adult ed u cation  that it m ay help  to promote 
that of children of school ag e , and  synchronously  en lighten  p ublic opinion 
reg ard in g  post-w ar developm ent plans, ap art from exten ding  literacy  and 
sim ple skills and  know ledge, am ong those of the older g en eratio n  who 
a re  still ed u cab le ;

(r) The furtherance of w elfare work am ong a ll com m unities b y  the em ploy
m ent under the W elfare  O fficer of trained  A frican officers, and  concur
rently  the developm ent of guided com m unity work linking school and 
com m unity;

(s) The im provem ent of the bu ild ings and  equipm ent; the ra is in g  of standards, 
an d  the am elioration  of the tea ch ers ' conditions of service; and

(t) The prom ulgation of am end ing leg is la tion  and  regu lation s thereunder.

12. Pari p assu  the D epartm ent contem p lates that stead ily  a  num ber of v illag e  
schools will qu alify  to b ecom e low er prim ary; that of th ese an  in creasin g  num ber 
w ill becom e full prim ary, and  that in ap propriate cen tres junior seco n d ary  d ay  
schools will b e  estab lish ed . A lo g ica l outcom e of this would b e  the bu ild ing of 
ano ther full secon d ary  school in the Southern Protectorate in due course.

13. Four Europ ean lad y  clerks com prised the c lerica l staff a t headqu arters, 
a n  A frican clerk  b e in g  a ttach ed  to the G overnm ent T each er T rain ing C ollege. Of 
the form er on e h as com pleted  25 y e a rs  of serv ice and  directs office adm inistration 
with com p eten ce an d  the facility  born of exp erience.

It will not b e  p o ssib le  to add A frican clerks to the head  office until those of 
req u isite  qu alifica tions- a re  a v a ila b le , until su itab le  accom m odation is built, and  
until the office superin ten dent h a s sufficient tim e to supervise their training.

14. A ssisting  the D irector in professional and  tech n ica l itin erant work w ere 
two ed u cation  officers, one for the Southern and  one for the Northern Protectorate, 
a n  agricu ltu ral and  a  hom ecrafts ed ucation  officer, a  w elfare  officer who w as 
a lso  secre ta ry  for youth organ isation s, and  five A frican supervisors of schools.



Two other A fricans appointed  to the insp ectorate, of whom one w as a  wom an, 
a  sc ien ce  g rad u ate  with a  po st-grad u ate  diplom a, w ere tem porarily  on seco n d 
m ent to the staff of the train ing co lleg e, and  so w ere not a v a ila b le  for field work. 
The status of the former, w hose q u alificatio ns equ ip  her for appointm ent a s  a  full 
ed ucation  officer, is still under consideration.

15. The incid ence of d irective supervision suffered ow ing to the secondm ents 
referred  to, and  to the resig n atio n  of Mr. T. Erskine, ed ucation  officer for the 
Northern Protectorate, and  to that of Mr. J. G ugu she of the sam e circuit.

The former, who jo ined  the serv ice at the beg in n in g  of M ay, 1947, had  contri
bu ted  of his b e st during the short period of his professional serv ice  here, and  
relinquished  duty on Febru ary  18th. During that brief period  he had  travelled  
w idely in  an  a r e a  of no little difficulty, and  had  led m any  schools to adopt 
h igher stand ard s in org an isation  and  teach in g  m ethods a s  w ell a s  in ed u cational 
values. He will b e  rem em bered  for the part he p lay ed  in the K hale v acation  
course, for his sh are  in the inspection of m iddle schools b y  a  p an el of ed ucation  
officers, for his furtherance of E uropean education , and  for his sym p athetic contacts 
with A frican co llea g u es on the itinerant staff, and  with teachers, E uropean and 
A frican, how ever rudim entary their schools or m odest their qu alifications.

Mr. G ugushe a lso  had  m ade a  v a lu a b le  contribution with vigour and  ability .

16. The Director supplem ented the field work of the in sp ectorate  b y  a  m onth's 
tour of schools in the C hobe and  N gam iland; paid  m any other visits to A frican 
and E uropean schools; in co-operation with the E ducation Officer, Southern Pro
tectorate, conducted the p ractica l exam ination  of the teachers-in -tra in in g , and  w as 
chairm an of a  p an el of professional and  techn ica l officers who m ade a n  intensive 
survey of the B am an gw ato  C o lleg e to w hich la ter referen ce  will b e  m ade.

17. It w as decided  upon the return from o v erseas leav e  of the agricu ltu ral 
ed u cation  officer, that Mr. Turnbull should b e  stationed  at Francistow n to carry  
out the functions of a n  ed ucation  officer for the Northern P rotectorate in addition 
to those of his su bstan tive appointm ent.

During his leav e , under the kind direction of the E ducational A dviser to the 
S e cre ta ry  of S ta te , he w as g iven  facilities to visit rural schools in L ancash ire , to 
attend  a  Territorial Sub-C om m ittee M eeting of the Advisory C om m ittee on E d u ca
tion in the C olonies, w hen the last ed ucation  report from the Protectorate w as 
d iscussed, and  to take part in the C olonial O ffice C onference on A gricultural 
D evelopm ent in A frica held a t Q u een 's  C ollege, C am bridge, w hose findings w ere 
su bseq u ently  pu blished  in the w hite paper, A frican No. 1177.

18. A part from the second ed  A frican officers referred  to in p arag rap h  14, 
none of the other supervisors w as a  m atricu lant or held professional qu alifica tions 
which could b e  eq u ated  w ith those of the better qu alified  teach ers  w hose work 
they w ere ca lled  upon to inspect. They rep resen ted , rather, the older v intage 
of exp erien ced  and  loyal tea ch ers  c a p a b le  of doing good work am ong those of 
com p arable  qu alifications.

The la ter appointm ent of a  g rad u ate  and  of a  m atricu lant with higher pro
fessio n al q u alification s b e a rs  ev id en ce to the D ep artm ent's policy, by  addition 
an d  rep lacem en t, of build ing up a  cad re  of itinerant A fricans with be tter equ ip 
m ent for this resp on sib le  professional work. This policy will b e  exten ded  as 
funds permit. That further E uropean ed ucation  officers a lso  could b e  ad ded  with 
b enefit h as b e e n  recom m ended by the adm inistrative officers in conferen ce, and  
is not open to question , for m uch tim e is ab so rb ed  in ed u cation al adm inistration, 
a tten d an ce  a t E uropean and  A frican m eetings, and  correspondence, w hich could 
with a d v an tag e  be devoted to further itinerant work and  to the m ore in tensive 
g u id an ce  of their A frican co lleag u es.

19. D etailed  p lans hav e b e e n  form ulated, w hich, if approved, would lead  to 
the sub-division of the Protectorate into four circuits. In ch arg e  of one of these 
would b e  the H om ecrafts Education O fficer— who is p ro fession ally  a s  w ell as 
tech n ica lly  qu alified — and  in ch arg e  of another the A frican w om an graduate, 
e a c h  to b e  im m ediately  resp on sib le  to her senior co lleag u e.



20. During the latter part of the y e a r the H om ecrafts Education Officer, 
through the kind co -op eration  of the D epartm ent of N ative Education, Southern 
R hodesia, w as en a b le d  to spend  ap p roxim ately  a  month in visiting institutions in 
M a ta b e le la n d  and  M ashonaland , w here dom estic sc ie n ce  instruction is firmly 
estab lish ed . Of p articu lar in terest w as the developm ent under the a e g is  of the 
B eit Trust of hom ecraft v illag es, but the w hole tour w as of the utm ost v alu e and 
should a ss is t the furtherance of this im portant work in the Protectorate.

21. A la ter ch ap ter will d eal with the work of the W elfare Officer, who is 
concerned  with the reh ab ilita tion  of ex-serv icem en , the m obile c in em a service, 
youth m ovem ents and  pu blic  re la tions activ ities.

22. In conform ity with the princip les of Indirect Rule, the Education P roclam a
tion of 1938, in C lau se (6) (h), em pow ered the R esident C om m issioner to fram e 
rules d ea lin g  with "the appointm ent, constitution, pow ers and  duties of school 
com m ittees", such ru les occup ying abou t two-thirds of the co n seq u en tia l High 
C om m issioner's N otice of the sam e year.

Eight cen tral com m ittees are  estab lish ed  in tribal a re a s  and  two in non-tribal 
polyglot a re a s , the D istrict C om m issioner be in g  chairm an in e a c h  ca se , a  m ission
ary  a ctin g  a s  honorary secre ta ry  in six  case s , and  in one the A gricultural E d u ca
tion Officer. In the m ajority  of com m ittees the ch ief is a  m em ber, and  m ost of 
the other m em bers are  his nom inees.

The am end in g  leg islation , if approved, will d em ocratise the com m ittees; ensure 
the inclusion of som e with better ed u cational claim s, and  provide for the education 
officer co ncerned  to b e  a  m em ber and  deputy chairm an.

In the m eantim e the com m ittees h av e b e en  fortunate in the initiative, g u id ance 
and  en cou rag em en t g iv en  b y  sym p athetic adm inistrative officers, under w hose 
tu te lag e  progress h a s b e e n  m ade, and  in the altru istic support concurrently  given 
b y  those m ission aries who hav e devoted  so m uch tim e to their affairs.

Professional d irection and  ad v ice  hav e recen tly  b e e n  m ade a v a ila b le  w hen 
bu sin ess w as d iscu ssed  by  the a tten d an ce  a t m eetings of the E ducation Officer, 
Southern Protectorate, and  of the A gricultural Education Officer, now Secretary  
of the Tati Com m ittee.

The m inutes of a ll m eetin gs p a ss  through the Director of E ducation to the 
G overnm ent S e cretary , so that action  taken  or proposed is noted and  com m ented 
upon, sim ilar procedure b e in g  ad opted  w hen tribal estim ates in re la tion  to e d u ca 
tion are  fram ed.

23. Provision is m ade in  the Draft Education P roclam ation for the evolution 
of som e of these cen tra l com m ittees into local ed ucation  authorities w ith en larged  
pow ers and  resp on sib ilities, w hen consid ered  ripe for such growth in stature, 
a lthou gh concu rrently  the d irective and  co-ordinative function of the D irector of 
E ducation w ill n eed  to b e  strengthened . Prior to such developm ent it is rea lised  
that there must b e  growth in in itiative, efficiency, p erspective, professional com 
p eten ce , a  sen se  of fin an cia l and  other respon sibility , and  a  com m unity w illingness 
to m ake h e a v ier sa crifices  on b e h a lf of their children.

N evertheless the provision is there and  en cou ragem en t will b e  given to m ake 
p o ssib le  its ap p licatio n .

24. C o -op eratin g  a g e n c ie s  a re  the A frican Advisory Council, the Advisory 
Board for A frican Education, the C onference of Directors of Education of the High 
C om m ission Territories, the B ech u an alan d  P rotectorate A frican T each e rs ' A sso cia 
tion, and  the T sw an a  O rthography Com m ittee, recen tly  estab lish ed .

To these w e w ill now  turn.
25. Under the presid en cy  of His Honour the R esident Com m issioner, the ch iefs 

a n d  their e lected  councillors m eet an n u ally  in an  A frican Advisory Council, a  few 
rep resen ta tiv es of the Francistow rr, K g alag ad i and  C hobe non-tribal a re a s  hav in g  
recen tly  b e e n  added.

H eads of departm ents and  adm inistrative officers a lso  attend  to answ er q u es
tions or criticism s, and  to a ss is t d iscussion w hen required , althou gh m ost of the 
b u sin ess is conducted  in com m ittee.

The term s of re feren ce  are  w idely interpreted , alm ost an y  issu e concern ing  
the A frican population b e in g  consid ered  relevant.

26. The 30th Se ssio n  of the C ouncil w as held  in M afeking during the period 
21st to 29th April, 1949.



The chief topic of d iscussion concern ing  ed ucation  w as the p ro jected  im posi
tion b y  the Union of South A frica of extra-territorial fees, and  the prospect that 
ev en  if these could b e  found, w hich w as doubtful, the lim itation of accom m odation 
m ight p reclu de the adm ission of students from the Protectorate.

It w as therefore urged that G overnm ent should m ake rep resen tation s in the 
m atter; that bu ild ing grants should b e  provided in the territory for m ission schools 
and  for the B am an gw ato C o lleg e to e n a b le  m ore bo ard ers to b e  enrolled; that 
m ore b u rsaries should b e  provided for such schools, and  that m ore fin ancia l 
a ss is ta n ce  should b e  given to the sm aller tribal schools to m ake p o ssib le  the 
appointm ent of be tter qu alified  teach ers, w ith the resu lt that higher c la sse s  
m ight be  formed, thus e a s in g  the pressu re a t cen tra l schools.

The qu estion  w as ra ised  of G overnm ent assum ing fin ancia l resp on sib ility  for 
a ll prim ary ed ucation  sin ce  the burden on the tribes m ilitated  a g a in st efficiency. 
His Honour pointed out that this could not b e  done un less G overnm ent w ere 
synchronously  relieved  of other obligations.

27 The new ly  reconstituted  Advisory Board for A frican E ducation to which 
referen ce  w as m ade in the 1948 Report, did not m eet during the year, since, 
ow ing to the tribal im p asse am ong the B am an gw ato  it w as not p o ssib le  to con
ven e a  fully rep resen tative m eeting  of its Stan ding  Com m ittee, in w hich certain  
resp on sib ilities con cern ing  the Draft E ducation P roclam ation h ad  b e e n  vested  by 
the Board.

28. The ann u al co nferen ce of the D irectors of Education of the High Com 
m ission Territories, met a t Pretoria under the chairm an sh ip  of the D irector of 
Education, Basutoland, during the first w eek in May.

Am ong the su b jects  d iscu ssed  w ere the follow ing:—
(i) Im plications of the Union's new  extra-territorial fee policy.

(ii) E ducation for citizenship  in Africa.
(iii) A frican tea ch ers ' sa la ry  grants in a id ed  schools.
(iv) T eacher-train in g .
(v) D esirab le  developm ents in E uropean education.

(vi) L ibrary policy  and  needs.
(vii) E ducational adm inistration under Indirect Rule.

(viii) A frican itinerant staff.
(ix) L eave conditions for teach ers.
(x) V ern acu lar instruction, and
(xi) E ducation al im plications of the F itzgerald  Report.

It w as a lso  urged that the pro ceed in gs of these  reg ion a l con feren ces, which 
h av e proved in v a lu ab le  in consid ering  m atters of comm on co ncern  and  in further
ing ed u cational in terest over a  w ider but close ly  re la ted  field, should regularly  
b e  forw arded to the E ducation al A dviser to the Se cretary  of S tate , so that, a s  in 
the c a s e  of other d ep en d en cies the High Com m ission Territories m ay hav e the 
b enefit of co n tact with and  ad vice , from him.

29. At G ab ero n es, in June, the Protectorate A frican T each ers ' A ssociatio n  met 
in conference, the local D istrict C om m issioner and  the D irector of E ducation being  
invited to ad dress the m em bers.

It is a  m atter for regret that this A ssociation  h a s not yet rece iv ed  the support 
of the m ajority of the A frican teach ers  for whom it w as founded, and  whom it 
rep resen ts, for it conducts its b u sin ess with dignity, d isp lays ea rn estn ess  of pur
pose, drafts its resolutions with co m m end able restraint, and  is c lea rly  grow ing m 
profession al com petence.

Su b seq u en t to the co nferen ce a  deputation visited  M afeking to d iscuss its 
findings with the Director, a ll of w hich w ere re a so n a b ly  and  constructively  
conceived .

Inter a lia  they w ere co ncerned  with the a tten d a n ce  of the h ead  teach ers  of 
the national schools a t tribal com m ittee m eetings, the n eed  for d a ta  to ass is t the 
teach in g  of civics, the right of teach ers  to exam in e scripture them selves, he 
q ranting  of free m edical treatm ent to ch ildren in jured  on school property the 
m edical in sp ection  of rem ote schools, the introduction of uniform m ed ica  facilities 
for teachers, the d esirab ility  of insisting  that the h ead  teach ers  of a ll schools 
with a  six y ea r course or longer should b e  qu alified , the n eed  to give appropriate 
gran ts-in-aid  to m ission schools, and  the reform  of tea ch ers ' sa la rie s  so that they 
m ight a t all even ts ap p roxim ate to those en jo y ed  by  teach ers  of sim i.ar qu alm - 
catio n s in the Union.



It ca n  hardly  b e  doubted that the serious consid eration  of such topics by  those 
resp on sib le  for the instruction of the risin g  A frican generation , is po ten tially  full 
of good and  hen ce d eserv ing  of sym p athetic support. B eca u se  of this the D ep art
m ent h a s adopted  the p ractice  of circu lating , with com m ents, a  copy of the reso lu 
tions an n u ally  p assed  by  the A ssociation, to a ll A frican schools, to school 
secretaries, ad m inistrative officers and  others. C onsistent with this a lso  is the 
fact that the Draft Education Proclam ation provides for a  rep resen tativ e  of the 
A ssociation  to b e  a  m em ber of the Advisory Board for A frican Education, and  of 
its S tan d in g  Com m ittee. This will g ive statutory recognition  to a  procedure 
a lre a d y  estab lish ed .

30. With G overnm ent approval a  B ech u an alan d  Protectorate T sw an a Ortho
grap h y  C om m ittee w as formed during the year, to fill a  long-felt need.

The p resent position is adm ittedly chaotic , for the so -ca lled  "new  orth ograp hy,,( 
now 13 y ea rs  old, is not consisten tly  followed; there is no co n sisten cy  in current 
u sag e ; there is none in printed m aterial, and  none be tw een  the various territories. 
C oncurrently  the T ran sv aal Education D epartm ent is v igorously prom oting ortho
graphy revision, with w hich this D epartm ent should b e  asso cia ted , u n less it is 
a llow ed  to go by  default, in  w hich even t it m ight be  found that b y  force m ajeu re 
the p ublishers will stereotyp e read in g  m aterial in  an  orthography w hich w e 
hav e neither approved nor disapproved, but one w hich might in som e resp ects 
prove em barrassin g .

31. Under the chairm an sh ip  of the Director of Education, the Com m ittee, 
together with co-opted m em bers, consists of the follow ing:—

D. T. Cole, Esquire (of the Bantu Stu dies D epartm ent of the U niversity of the 
W itw atersran d ),

The R everend  A. San d iland s, of the London M issionary Society ,
R everend  J. L. R eyn eke, of the Dutch Reform ed Church,
Mr. B. C. Them a, B.A., M.Ed.,
Dr. S . M. M olem a,
Mr. L. C. M oum akw a, Translator, and
Mr. S. H. Modisi, Superv isor of Schools.
That the com m ittee, though d esirab ly  sm all, is rep resen tativ e, m ay b e  judged  

from the follow ing facts.
The chairm an , appointed  ex-officio  and  not ad  personam , holds a  w atching 

brief for the te ach in g  of T sw ana, and  for the read ers and  text books em ployed 
throughout the country, a s  w ell a s  for exam inations conducted in the vernacu lar 
and  for the train ing  of teach ers  in m other-tongue instruction. It so hap p en s that 
the p resent ch airm an w as for ten y ea rs  a  m em ber of the E ast A frican L ang u ag e 
C om m ittee for Sw ahili; appointed  a  L ugand a O rthography Com m ittee in U ganda; 
a ss is ted  Dr. Doke in prom oting orthography unification in Southern R hodesia, and 
a t one tim e exam ined  m atricu lation  Zulu.

Mr. D. T. C ole, born in the Protectorate and  a  fluent T sw an a linguist, is the 
sp e cia list in this la n g u a g e  in the University of the W itw atersrand ; he is the official 
exam in er for Eu rop ean G overnm ent officers, and  the ad viser to G overnm ent on 
T sw an a problem s, and  is the lia ison  officer with the T ran sv aal Education D ep art
m ent in m atters of orthography.

The R everend  A. San d ilan d s is la rg e ly  second ed  by  the London M issionary 
So cie ty  for translation  work and  co gn ate  studies, in  w hich for m any y e a rs  he has 
sp e cia lise d  a s  a n  author and  director of p ublications.

The R everend  J. L. R eyneke, a lso  born in the country and  fluent in the 
vern acu lar, ad ded  to his equ ipm ent b y  tak in g  a  lib era l A frican studies course 
at the university , and  is n atu rally  in terested  in re la tin g  the work of the com 
m ittee to that of the Dutch Reform ed Church.

Mr. Them a, a n  A frican with a  double d egree, and  h ead m aster of the Tshidi 
B arolong Se co n d ary  School, h as for m any y ea rs  a cted  a s  exam iner in T sw ana 
for the C ap e D epartm ent, and  for lunior C ertificate exam inations.

Mr. M oum akw a, the T ran slator a ttach ed  to the Departm ent, h a s  p ro bab ly  done 
m ore than  a n y  other A frican to prom ote v ern acu lar studies in the Protectorate, 
and  h as contributed  a  series of a rtic les to the press w hich hav e b e en  much 
a p p reciated . He is the A ssistan t Exam iner with Mr. C ole for the la n g u a g e  
exam inations of the Public Serv ice , and  for y ea rs  h as b e e n  the departm ental 
exam in er for A frican schools and  teachers-in -train in g .



Mr. Modisi, Supervisor of Schools, is a  m atricu lant with a  good know ledge 
of various d ia lects  of the Sotho cluster, a s  w ell a s  of other v ern acu lars. He is 
to rea d  for a  d egree in A frican la n g u a g e s  a t the W itw atersrand  U niversity, the 
hope b e in g  that a t a  la ter date, after graduation, he will return to rep la ce  Mr. 
M oum akw a a s  Translator.

Dr. S. M. M olem a with his w ide associa tio n s and  d eep  sym pathy with A frican 
culture an d  asp iration s, helps to avoid  a  doctrinaire ap p roach  to the C om m ittee's 
problem s.

The rea so n  for supplying the ab o v e p articu lars is that in som e qu arters it is 
held, with little justification , that a  sm all body without cred en tia ls  is presum ing 
to reform or a lter orthography in secre t co nclav e. On the contrary  it is taking 
its resp o n sib ilities very seriously, and  is attem pting much la ter in the d ay  than 
sim ilar bo d ies in other d ep end encies, to tend er carefu lly  consid ered  ad v ice  to 
G overnm ent on issu es of rea l im portance an d  eq u ally  rea l difficulty.

32. An exploratory m eeting w as held  in M ay and  a  la ter m eetin g  in 
Novem ber.

After Mr. Cole had  rev iew ed  the history of attem pts a t orthography revision 
in Basutoland, the Protectorate and  the Union, it w as an n ou nced  that the Union 
E ducation D epartm ent w as p lanning  for the n e a r future a n  inter-territorial con
feren ce to w hich the Protectorate w ould b e  invited to send rep resen tativ es, chiefiy  
to d iscuss the proposals em bodied  in, or arisin g  from the T ran sv aa! C ircular 
M em orandum  No. 37,907 w hich d ea lt with the situation a s  it affected  Northern 
Sotho, but c learly  show ed a  grow ing approxim ation to the T sw an a orthography 
in current use in this territory.

Among the more im portant resolutions p assed  w ere the follow ing:—
(i) (a) That a  d eleg ation  should be sent to the conferen ce,

(b) That w ide p ublicity  should su b seq u en tly  b e  g iven  to its p roceed ings 
by  the ap propriate circu lation  of its report, such circu lation  to 
inclu de schools, secre ta ries  of school com m ittees, district com m is
sioners and  m em bers of the Advisory Board for A frican Education,

(c) That sim ilarly  there should b e  circu lated  a n y  relev an t pap ers 
rece iv ed  before the conferen ce, and

(d) That the com m ittee should b e conven ed  before the co n feren ce to 
d iscuss its a g e n d a  paper, procedure, etc.

(ii) That if p o ssib le  the E ducation D epartm ent should org an ise  a  v acation  
course next y e a r  for teachers, p o ssib ly  in co nn ection  w ith the co nferen ce 
of the B ech u an alan d  Protectorate T each ers ' A ssociation, at w hich Mr. 
C ole m ight d eal with the w hole q u estion  of orthography revision.

(iii) That the chairm an should w rite to Mr. S. M. Gum a, S e cre ta ry  of the 
p ro jected  A frican Cultural C onference, w hich w as to con ven e in B loem 
fontein on D ecem ber 19th, req u estin g  that the com m ittee b e  supplied 
with a  copy of the conferen ce report in due course.

33. The next report will d eal with fuller action  taken  b y  the com m ittee, but 
sin ce  this part of the 1949 Report d ea ls with policy a s  w ell a s  with the record 
of the y e a r  under review , it m ay not b e  unfitting to refer to the fact that the 
Com m ittee h as proposed that, with m uch w ider term s of referen ce , it should b e  
know n in future a s  The B ech u an alan d  Protectorate T sw an a O rthography and 
L iterature Com m ittee.

Included w ithin its aim s and  ob jects, for exam ple, would b e  the follow ing:—

(i) To a c t a s  a  board  of ad v ice  on all m atters a ffecting  T sw an a orthography, 
literatu re and  v ern acu lar education.

(ii) To estab lish  and  m ain tain  contact with a ll in terested  persons and  org an
isations, including M issionary bodies, T each e rs ' A ssociations, the ver
n acu lar press, schools, teach ers, etc.

(iii) To becom e a s  rep resen tativ e  a s  p o ssib le  of en lighten ed  opinion in the 
B ech u an alan d  Protectorate, so that all in terested  persons and  o rg a n isa 
tions m ay com e to regard  this Com m ittee a s  a n  authoritative body to 
which problem s affectin g  T sw an a  orthography and  literatu re m ay b e  
referred  for consid eration  and  advice .



(iv) To esta b lish  and  m ain tain  lia ison  w ith other sim ilar Com m ittees in the 
T ran sv aa l, Basutoland, etc., and  to rep resen t the view s of the B echu ana- 
lan d  P rotectorate b y  appoin ting  d e leg a tes  to orthography conferen ces 
a n d  other such m eetin gs a s  m ay b e  convened  from tim e to time.

(v) To prom ote the production and  developm ent of T sw an a literatu re of a 
high stand ard  b y  ass is tin g  in ach iev in g  a s  far a s  po ssib le  a  standard  
or norm for w ritten T sw ana; b y  instituting e ss a y  and  other literary 
com petitions; b y  en co u rag in g  and  ad visin g  T sw an a authors, and  a ss is t
ing  them  in m aking arran g em en ts for p u blication  of su itab le  works; 
and  by  rev iew ing  literature pu blished  from tim e to tim e and  com m enting 
on the su itab ility  or otherw ise thereof for ed u cation al purposes.

(vi) To a ss is t and  ad vise  in the prep aration  of gram m atical an d  other text 
books for use in v ern acu lar ed u cation  and  in the developm ent of T sw ana 
as  a  literary  medium.

(vii)To d issem in ate  inform ation regard ing  problem s of T sw an a  orthography, 
literatu re and  v ern acu lar ed u cation  b y  issu ing  o cca sio n a l papers, 
m em oranda, etc., in  w hich such m atters are  d iscussed  and  incorrect 
u s a g e s  and  in co n sisten cies a re  pointed out; and, in consu ltation  with 
the D epartm ent of Education, b y  arran g in g  v acation  cou rses and  con
feren ces a t  w hich further e x ch a n g e  of opinions on such problem s m ay 
b e  effected .

(viii) To ad v ise  the D epartm ent of Education reg ard in g  school sy llab u ses, 
se lectio n  of read in g  m aterial to b e  p rescribed, and  other m atters a ffect
ing  v ern acu lar education.

34. During the y e a r the T ranslator help ed  to consolid ate the work previously 
done, in addition to the follow ing:—

He pu blished  in N aledi y a  B a tw a n a  a  serie s  of a rtic les of ed u cation al 
in terest ad d ressed  to pupils, p arents, teachers, and  others; he tran slated  His 
Honour's ad d ress to the A frican Advisory Council, and  a rtic le  on foot and 
mouth d isea se  for the V eterin ary  D epartm ent, exam ination  p ap ers for nurses 
an d  m idw ives, and  letters and  artic les w hich ap p eared  in the vern acu lar 
press. He drew  up a  su g gested  T sw an a  term inology list for the official 
exam iner; recorded  ob servatio ns on the findings of the B asutoland  O rthography 
C o nferen ce; conducted  promotion exam in ations for the Police; a cted  a s  
A ssistan t Exam iner for the P ublic Serv ice ; served  a lso  a s  exam iner for the 
A frican In terpreters' Promotion Exam ination , the T sw an a tests in the Primary 
Low er T each e rs ' E xam ination s and  in the Prim ary Schools' Leaving E xam in a
tion; w as a  m em ber of the p an el of ed u cation  officers who m ade a  survey of 
the B am an gw ato  C ollege, and  co -op erated  helpfully in m any  other m atters.

35. The D epartm ent continued to b e  resp on sib le  for the conduct of the T sw ana 
exam inations taken  by  G overnm ent officers in term s of Public Serv ice  R egu lations, 
this opportunity b e in g  tak en  of p ay in g  a  w arm  tribute to Mr. D. T. C ole, the 
Exam iner, for his k een  interest, assid uous ca re  and  grow ing contribution tow ards 
the ra is in g  of stand ard s and  hte promotion of v ern acu lar studies.

36. Before conclud ing this sectio n  of the report, it is but fitting to refer to 
the consp icu ous serv ices rendered  to the Protectorate and  to the D epartm ent by  
Mr. L. C. M oum akw a who w ent on leave, pending retirem ent, a t the end of the 
y ear.

During a n  unbroken period of ap proxim ately  37 y ea rs  this officer estab lish ed  
a  most cre d itab le  record  for loyalty , devotion to duty, and  efficiency. For tw enty 
y ea rs  he had  b e en  the h ead m aster of the B am alete  N ational School an d  during 
his v aca tio n s served  the tribe in a  voluntary ca p a city  by  travellin g  on the Reef 
to co llect tax  m oney from the B am alete  m ine w orkers. He then w as appointed  
Su perv isor of Schools, doing v a lu a b le  p ioneer work in the K g alag ad i Desert. This 
w as follow ed b y  his appointm ent a s  Translator, thus affording him an  opportunity 
of devoting his tim e to his m ajor interest, the furtherance of mother tongue 
instruction. During this period he w rote press articles, reproduced for school use, 
a cted  a s  in terpreter and  tran sla ted  m any a rtic les for publication .



In addition he w as resp on sib le  throughout the w ar for a  w eekly  b road cast 
an d  for the translation  of new s bu lletins; he had  b e e n  the C hairm an of the 
T each ers ' A ssociation, a  m em ber of the A frican Advisory Council, a  m em ber of 
the Advisory Board on A frican Education, the A ssistan t E xam iner in T sw an a for 
the Public Serv ice, a  m em ber of the T sw an a  O rthography Com m ittee, re p resen ta 
tive of the D epartm ent a t inter-territorial la n g u a g e  conferen ces, and  a n  officcr in 
the A frican Civil Serv ice  A ssociation.

In his retirem ent he d eserv es the good w ishes and  resp ect of the A fricans 
and  E uropeans he served  with such distinction.

37. The holding of cen tra l and  reg ion al v acatio n  courses for teach ers  h as 
long b e e n  a  feature of d epartm ental activ ities, and  m ore recen tly  the organising  
of hom ecrafts cou rses for v illage w om en. As person nel and  funds permit, this 
will b e  extended  to cover teach ers  and  com m unities not yet reached , and  to 
ca te r for sp e cia lised  work in su b jects  not yet provided for.

In asso cia tio n  with the M edical D epartm ent a  com p rehensive course with 
school an d  com m unity h ealth  a s  its cen tra l them e had  to be tem porarily  a b a n 
doned through sh ortage of m edical staff.

38. In the Draft Education Proclam ation provision ex ists  for ihe estab lish m en t 
of an  Education R eserve Fund— a  facility  w hose v alu e h a s b e e n  dem onstrated  in 
other territories— to conserve m oneys voted for, but unexpen ded  on education.

E n abling  pow ers hav e b e e n  em bodied  a lso  for the introduction w hen con
sid ered  opportune, of com pulsory ed ucation  for certa in  a re a s  or com m unities, 
under app rop riate regu lation s, such provision b e in g  n e ce ssa ry  if the Protectorate 
is to ra ise  its stand ard  of living and  take a  fitting p la ce  in the a d v an ce  of Africa, 
for the p ercen tag e  of ch ildren of school a g e  a t p resent enrolled  rem ains d is
tressingly  low.
(b) European:—

39. O w ing to the sm all and  w idely sca ttered  E uropean population, and  the 
corresponding im possibility  of su pplying d ifferentiated  seco n d ary  courses or a d e 
q u ate  cultural stimuli, the ed u cational system  is en tirely  prim ary, 200 children 
b e in g  ca tered  for in 1949 a t M aun, T sesseb e , Francistow n, Serow e, P alap y e, 
M ahalap ye, G ab eron es, M olepolole and  Lobatsi, and  ap p roxim ately  an other 30 
a t private schools at Ghanzi.

40. Of the first nine schools, the last w as reconstituted  a s  a  G overnm ent 
School on April 1st, the others b e in g  g ran t-a id ed  and  therefore su b ject to in sp ec
tion and  d irection by  the D epartm ent. They a re  under com m ittee m anagem en t, 
procedure b e in g  controlled  by  S tan d ing  Instructions althou gh le g a l san ctio n  
derives from no Education Proclam ation, a  m atter w hich will b e  reg u larised  w hen 
the new  Draft Proclam ation is prom ulgated.

The com m ittees appoint staff, e rec t and  m ain ta in  bu ild ings, control exp en d i
ture, and  subm it m inutes of m eetings, estim ates, fin an cia l statem ents, and  corre :- 
pond ence to the Departm ent. In addition they supplem ent incom e from fees  and  
g ran ts b y  local effort, and  in spite of co n sid erab le  d ifficulties due chiefly  to 
lim ited resou rces, safeg u ard  the ed u cational in terests of the ch ild ren  in a  most 
cred itab le  m anner.

41. £ for £ grants hav e b e e n  g iven  to e n a b le  new  schools to b e  bu ilt at 
P a lap y e  and  Serow e, sim ilar grants b e in g  under consid eration  for M aun and 
M ah alap y e. O ther g ran ts to ass is t in exten sion s or m inor works at G ab eron es, 
Francistow n and  T se sse b e  hav e b e en  aw ard ed , a s  w ell a s  sm all equipm ent 
grants to m ost schools.

G hanzi h as b e e n  d escribed  a s  the most rem ote E uropean settlem ent in South
ern  A frica. It is not a  m atter for surprise therefore, that it h as proved most 
difficult to ob ta in  or re ta in  the serv ices of qu alified  teach ers  there, nor that there 
has b e e n  little stab ility  in connection  with local ed u catio n al facilities. ft is 
correspondingly  gratify ing  that to a ss is t in the erection  of a  new  school at 
G hanzi the D epartm ent should hav e ob ta in ed  £4,000 from the C olonial D evelopm ent 
and  W elfare Fund. The G overnm ent A rchitect has draw n up p lans fcr a  schem e 
w hich will cost more than  this am ount, for it is n e ce ssa ry  to inclu de hostel 
facilities and  to provide for ad eq u a te  equipm ent. There are  ind ication s, nev er
theless, that the local com m unity will b e  w illing to contribu te on the £ for £ 
b a s is  to m ake up the b a la n ce , and  it is hoped that before  the next report is 
w ritten the long-standing needs of this iso lated  com m unity m ay  hav e b e e n  met 
b y  the provision of a  m odern school under a  qu alified  and  m ore sta b le  staff.



42. O w ing to the co m m end able lo ca l en terp rise of the Lobatsi community, 
ass is ted  by  a  gift from the British South A frica C om pany of the old properly 
which w as sold to a d v an tag e , to a  £ for £ grant from G overnm ent, and  to a  
further grant of £3,500 tow ards bu ild ings an d  equipm ent from C olonial fund ', a 
total sum of £6,650 w a s rea lised  w hich w as devoted  to a  new  school, cen tralisin g  
ed ucation  for the district and  m aking it po ssib le to close  dow n the rudim entary 
schools a t H ildavale an d  Pitsani.

An essen tia l factor in this developm ent is the d aily  transport system , efficiently  
org an ised  b y  the P rotectorate G a ra g e  a t  Lobatsi.

During 1949 exten sion s w ere ad ded  and  m odern equipm ent imported, the 
school now co nsisting  of a  block of classroom s, a  P rincip al's office, a  staff room, 
a  store-room , g enerou s veran dah s, etc.

G overnm ent a lie n a ted  an  attractiv e 10 acre  site  which is b e in g  developed  by 
the A gricultural and  Forest O fficers and  the school. A P rincip al's qu arter a lso  is 
a v a ila b le .

43. To com plete the pro ject it is hoped that other staff qu arters will b e  added 
in due course, a  hostel erected , p lay in g  fields developed, gard ens cultivated, a  
ju n ior-second ary  course b e  estab lish ed , hom ecrafts an d  h o b b ies rooms b e  provided, 
a n  assem b ly  hall b e  built, facilities for m usic and  art b e  introduced, and  a  good 
lib rary  be  organised . This w ould e n a b le  the school to carry  out one of its most 
im portant functions, nam ely , to set a  h igher stand ard  w hich other European 
schools in the P rotectorate could em ulate.

44. Pending final d ecisions regard in g  ap propriate sa la ry  sca les , the pupils 
w ere taught during the y e a r  under review  by  three w ell qu alified  an d  exp eri
en ced  tea ch ers  on tem porary agreem ents, who ren dered  ad m irab le  service.

There w as an  unfortunate tend ency, nevertheless, on the p art of som e 
m em bers of the local com m unity for whom G overnm ent had  done so m uch and  
intended  to do so m uch more, to b e  im patient during this inau gu ral y e a r  con 
cern ing  the d e la y  in m aking m ore p erm anent appointm ents.

G overnm ent h as invested  much m ore than m oney in this new  venture, to 
the su ccess  of w hich it is p ledged . To ach iev e  this, how ever, it must depend  
upon the continuing co-op eration  of the com m unity w hich h as done so w ell in 
the past.

45. To ass is t in this, a  loca l advisory  com m ittee w as appointed, under the 
ch airm an sh ip  of H. E. G oing, Esq., M.B.E., who throughout his long resid en ce  
in the Protectorate h as proved so public-spirited , and  who la rg e ly  inspired  the 
prelim inary and  su ccessfu l efforts to ra ise  the m oney w hich justified  the re-co n 
stitution of the school by  Governm ent.

46. The conversion of the school a t Lobatsi into a  G overnm ent school has 
involved m uch ad ditional recurrent expenditure, but the D epartm ent hopes, nev er
theless, that w hen fin an ce  perm its the sam e step  m ay b e  taken  in conn ection  with 
other E uropean schools, so that they  m ay derive the sam e b enefits an d  that in 
these the ch ildren m ay  share, a s  they  undoubtedly deserve.

47. To ad v ise  G overnm ent on these issu es an  Advisory Com m ittee for 
E uropean E ducation h as b e e n  estab lish ed  with G overnm ent approval, and  in 
this, a s  in other territories, it is confidently  an ticip ated  that its d elib erations will 
prove of g rea t value.

T hese will b e  referred  to m ore sp e cifica lly  in the next report.
48. In the m eantim e the E uropean Advisory C ouncil h a s  long held  a  w atching 

brief for E uropean ed u cation  a s  its records of p roceed ings over m any y ears testify
In 1949 it m et in M arch and  Novem ber, the e lected  m em bers from different 

constitu encies com ing together under the presid en cy  of the R esident Com m issioner, 
the procedure follow ed b e in g  very sim ilar to that of the p ara lle l A frican Advisory 
C ouncil d escrib ed  earlie r  in this report.

49. A part from its helpful d iscussion  on ed u cation  in gen eral, it p assed  the 
follow ing resolutions:—

(i) "T h at the E uropean School a t M aun b e  en larged , or p referab ly  that a  
m ore su itab le  school b e  erected  to ca te r  for the in creased  num ber of 
p u pils."

(ii) “That Europ ean tea ch ers ' sa la rie s  b e  put on the sam e sc a le  a s  that laid  
down for Sw aziland  b y  the Fitzgerald  Com m ission," and

(iii) "T h at the children of non-officials b e  consid ered  for b u rsaries on the 
sam e sc a le  a s  those of G overnm ent officers."



50. In concluding this section  of the report it m ay b e  w ell to sta te  the truism 
that sound ed u cation  for the Protectorate E uropean child  is a  good investm ent 
for the A frican, and  v ice  versa.
(c) Coloured and Indian:—

51. In 1949 there w ere but four Coloured schools in the Protectorate, at 
Francistow n, Bokspits, O lifants Kloof and  M okgopeetsan e, with a n  a g g re g a te  
enrolm ent of 172 pupils.

Of these schools, the last is reg ard ed  to a ll intents and  purposes a s  an  
A frican school, sin ce  it falls under the B akw en a Com m ittee an d  the com m unity 
con cerned  a re  tax-p ay in g  m em bers of the tribe and  atten d  its k gotla  m eetings.

E ven am ong the other three no uniform ity of serv ice  conditions for the 
tea ch ers  obtain s, sin ce  there are  w ide d ifferences of q u alificatio n s and  little 
ethn ic cohesion. N evertheless they hav e not identified  them selves with the 
A fricans, and  asp ire  to a  higher cultural and  ed u cational level. It will be  
p o ssib le  to resp ect this under the Draft Education Proclam ation.

52. No schools exist for the sm all num ber of In d ian  children of school ag e , 
nor h a s the D epartm ent b e e n  ap p roach ed  concern ing  this, but for such a  d evelop
m ent the draft am end ing leg isla tion  would provide.

PART III.
CHAPTER I.

LEGISLATION AND ADMINISTRATION.
53. There is nothing to add to the full treatm ent of this su b ject w hich 

ap p ea red  in C hapter II of the 1948 Report, and  to the re feren ces m ade to it in 
Part II of the current Report, no am end ing leg is la tion  h av in g  b e e n  prom ulgated 
for the reaso n  g iven  in p arag rap h  27.

Now that the tension en gen d ered  b y  the B am an gw ato  Ju d icial Com m ission 
and  its ra ison  d 'etre h av e died down, it is hoped that 1950 will se e  d ecisions 
taken  concern ing  this, for reform here is b a s ic  to the developm ent all desire, and 
until this b e  a n  accom p lished  fact the ru le-m aking pow ers vested  in the Resident 
C om m issioner, the Director of Education and  the D irector of M edical Serv ices 
rem ain  inoperative, and  w e continue to b e  h an d icap p ed  by  outm oded regu lations, 
u n su itab le  for, and  in ad eq u ate  to, the grow ing needs of a ll ra c ia l groups.

CHAPTER II.
FINANCE.

54. For the p ast two y ea rs  the fin an cia l statistics g iven  in the reports of this 
D epartm ent w ere m ade to co in cid e with ed u cational d a ta  for the school y ear 
concerned , procedure clearly  of more v alu e than that of ad opting  figures for 
the fin an cia l y e a r which ends nine m onths before the ca le n d a r y e a r  w hose 
activ ities a re  d escribed . It is m uch regretted , therefore, that it h as proved im
p ra c tica b le  to m ain tain  this p ractice, ow ing to the im possib ility  of o b a in in g  valid  
fin an ca l returns from the N atve T reasu ries and  the cen tra l Treasury, un’ess  an  
un d esirable  d elay  in printing is to b e accep ted .

It follow s that the figures g iven  in this ch ap ter a ll refer to the fin an cia l y ear 
1948-1949, although the ed u cational sta tistics and  p ractice  refer to the ca 'e n d a r 
y e a r  1949. In com paring rela tiv e expenditures, b e tw een  y e a r  and  y ear, therefore, 
this fact should b e  borne in mind.

55. The follow ing ta b le  com pares the a ctu a l expenditure b y  the eight 
N ative T reasu ries:—

R ecurrent C ap ita l Total
£ £ £

B atlokw a ................................. ........... 427 427
B a k g a tla  .................................. ...........  3,114 3,114
B an g w aketse  ......................... ..........  4,795 4,795
B am alete  .................................. ........... 861 861
B a ta w a n a  ................................. ..........  1,401 1,401
B akw en a .................................. ........... 3,022 717 3,739
Barolong ..................................
Bam angw ato—

...........  367 367

(a) Prim ary ................... ...........  8,900 134 9,034
(b) Secon d ary  ........... ...........  3,008 35,438 38,446

Totals .................... ............ £25,895 £36,289 £62,184



Note:—

(i) Of the cap ita l expenditure show n for the B akw en a £644 w as spent on 
school furniture and  £73 on a  tea ch er 's  quarter;

(ii) The sum of £134 show n for ca p ita l expenditure b y  the B am an gw ato  w as 
spent on the Shoshong School, and  the two la rg e  item s of expenditure 
on secon d ary  ed ucation  on the B am an gw ato  C ollege;

(iii) The w ide variation  in the am ounts co rre la tes with the size of the tribe, 
the school population, and  tribal revenue, and  it will b e  noted that three 
treasu ries spent less  than £1,000 on A frican ed ucation  and  that two spent 
less than  £500;

(iv) By far the g rea test liab ility  is incurred in m eeting  tea ch ers ' sa la ries , and 
the increm ental sca le s , although b y  no m eans g enerou s w hen com pared 
with those of contiguous territories, im pose a  constantly  in crea sin g  burden 
w hich the treasu ries, with concurrent com m itm ents on other social services, 
find most difficult to m eet;

(v) D isregard ing  the abn orm al expenditure on the B am an gw ato C ollege, the 
result of a  ca ttle  levy, it will b e  seen  that the cap ita l expenditure w as 
n e g lig ib le  and  unfortunately  it w as not found p o ssib le  to supplem ent 
this from Protectorate funds.

It follows that bu ild ing and  equ ipm ent n eed s a re  stead ily  grow ing. 
Much could b e  done tow ards m eeting  these needs in a  m odest w ay, 
how ever, if only the com m unities g a v e  their labou r m ore read ily  a s  a 
v a lu a b le  form of n ation al service.

56. Excluding the sum of £38,446 spent on the B am an gw ato  C ollege, the e x 
penditure from p u blic  m oneys on the ed u cation  of a ll ra c e s  w as £61,009, m ade 
up a s  follows:-—

R ecurrent C ap ita l Total
£ . £ £

E ducation D epartm ent Vote ................... 31,833 342 32,175

P ublic W orks

Recurrent— Buildings .............................. 100 — 100

C olonial D evelopm ent and  W elfare 
Fund ................................................................... 4,996 _ 4,996

N ative T reasu ries .......................................... 22,887 851 23,738

T otals ................................................... £59,816 £1,193 £61,009

Of this total the sum of £51,537 w as devoted to 
op ean  ed ucation  and  £895 to Coloured education.

A frican education, £8,577

57. The a llo catio n  of the ab o v e accord ing to ra ce s w as a s  follows:—

R ecurrent C ap ital Total
£ £ £

European .............................................................. 8,327 250 8,577
Coloured .............................................................. 803 92 895
A frican ................................................................. 50,686 851 51,537

£59,816 £1,193 £61,009

(excluding Bam angw ato C ollege)



The a b o v e resolved  acco rd in g  to the 
distribution:—

European

Education Departm ent Vote:

£

Recurrent .........................................  8,227
C ap ita l .............................................  250

Colonial Development and  
W elfare Fund:

Recurrent .........................................
C ap ital ..............................................

Native Treasuries:
Recurrent .........................................
C ap ita l ...............................................

Public W orks:
R ecurrent .........................................  100

source of expenditure follow ed this

Coloured A frican Total

£ £ £

803 22,803 31,833
92 342

4,996 4,996

22,887 22,887
851 851

100

£8,577 £895 £51,537 £61,009

58. Apart from the sum of £3,386 paid  to the contractor in resp ect of bu ild 
ings erected  a t the new  school at Lobatsi,, w hich w as built up from a  £ for £ 
grant, in addition to m oney receiv ed  from the sa le  of the old property, the 
E uropean schools supplem ented G overnm ent grants b y  an  expenditure of 
approxim ately  £1,000, a s  a  result of local effort, com m endable enterprise of no 
little value.

59. In a  country of such sm all resou rces, one of the m ost en cou rag in g  
features of the dual system  is the generou s allo catio n  m ade in b u rsaries or ed u ca
tional grants to e n a b le  Protectorate children, A frican and European, to benefit 
from the better facilities naturally  a v a ila b le  elsew here.

During the fin ancial y ear under review  no less than £5,359 w as expend ed  on 
this d ividend-paying investm ent, of w hich sum £2,497 w as devoted to A frican 
bu rsaries, and the sum of £1,128 divided approxim ately  even ly  b etw een  fhe 
children of officials and  those of non-officials, to en a b le  them to take ad v an tag e  
of second ary  courses in extra-territorial institutions.

CHAPTER III.

PRIMARY EDUCATION.

(a) African:—
60. Enrolled in 153 schools, a s  a g a in st 152 the y ear before, w ere 17,614 

pupils in prim ary classes, the corresponding num ber in 1948 b e in g  16,346, show ing 
an  in crease  of 1,268 pupils. This is en cou rag in g  ev id en ce of a  rev ersa l of the 
retrogression w hich had taken  p lace  during the previous two y ears, an  indication 
of econom ic im provem ent although the prim ary enrolm ent of 1946, which w as 
21,174, has not yet b e e n  overtaken. E xpressed  as  a  p ercen tag e  of potential school 
population, only 30% , or three children out of ten, w ere enrolled, the av era g e  
a tten d an ce b e in g  sm aller.

It is sm all consolation that the co m p arable  figure in m ost A frican territories 
is sm all, for, rem em bering that the m ajority drop out of the school system  after 
the first two y ears, no claim  can  yet b e  m ade to the a d v an ce  of literacy , still 
less sin ce  only a  third of the Protectorate children a re  en jo y in g  the benefits of 
prim ary education.

Concurrently the figures rev ea l the extent of the need  for larg er resources, 
more staff, European and African, and  more bu ild ings and  equipm ent.

61. Of the num ber of children quoted, 11,032, or n early  63%  w ere girls, a  
continuing disparity to w hich attention is ann u ally  directed.



62. C om parative enrolm ents in the various c la ss e s  during the last three y ears 
are  a s  follow s:—

S u b . A S u b . B  S td . I S td . II  S td . II S td . IV  Std . V  S td . V I T o ta ls
1947   5,381 3,377 3,100 2,052 1,485 945 539 455 17,334
1948   5,096 3,063 2,766 2,068 1,550 890 524 389 16,346
1949   6,545 2,918 2,492 2,082 1,604 1,074 503 396 17,614

The m ost en cou rag in g  featu re of the ab o v e com parison is the la rg e  in take in 
the first y ear, for over the period 1946-1948 there had  b e e n  a  32%  drop a t this 
en tran ce  point. The la rg er figures show n in S tan d ard s IV and  III should m aterially  
affect the num bers com pleting the course in 1951 and  1952 resp ectiv ely .

63. D isregard ing  the G overnm ent T each er T rain ing  C ollege and  the sm all 
H om ecrafts T rain ing C entre, 487 A frican teach ers  w ere em ployed during the y ear 
a s  a g a in st 464 in 1948, the d istribution b e in g  a s  follow s:—

Q ualified  U nqualified  Total
1949   116 79 138 154 487
1948   104 71 150 139 464

From the a b o v e  it a p p ea rs  that but 40%  of our teach ers  w ere qu alified , from 
w hich it m ay b e  assu m ed  that co n sid erab ly  m ore than  three-fifths of our pupils 
are  taught by  u nqu alified  teach ers  sin ce, in gen eral, they are  put in ch a rg e  of 
the low est and  larg est c la sses . Of the m en n early  46%  w ere qu alified  and  of 
the w om en n early  34% .

64. In addition to the abo v e, only six Europ ean teachers, of whom five w ere 
qu alified , w ere en g a g e d  in A frican schools, a  num ber c lea rly  incom m ensurate 
with the n eed  for the in terpretation  of W estern  culture to the A frican, and  one 
w hich illu strates a  further h an d icap  w hen com parisons with other system  are  m ade.

65. 399 ca n d id a es en tered  for the Prim ary Schools L eaving C ertificate, as 
a g a in st 387 the previous y ear. O nly 145 w ere su ccessfu l, or 37%  a s  ag a in st 
44%  in 1948.

Of 191 bo ys who sat, 89, or 46.5%  p assed , and  of the 200 girls who sat, 56 
w ere su ccessfu l, or but 28% , continuing ev id en ce of the w ea k n esses which derive 
from the unfortunately  high p ercen ta g e  of unqu alified  w om en teachers, from the 
a b s e n c e  of the stim ulus w hich the p resen ce  of a  b ig g er proportion of ed ucated  
A frican w om en in the com m unity would provide, and  from the g rea ter im portance 
a ttach ed  by  A frican parents to further ed u cation  for their sons.

66. Am ong the can d id ates w ere no few er than 139 who w ere rep eatin g  the 
exam ination  in w hich they had  failed  the previous year, and  of these only 52, 
or 38% , p assed  a t their second  attem pt.

67. That the m ission schools re ta ined  their su prem acy m ay b e  jud ged  from 
the fact that of their can d id ates 92%  p assed , a s  a g a in st 43%  in the v illag e  
schools, 30%  in the D esert schools and  28.5%  in the h igher prim ary schools. St. 
Josep h's with but a  sin g le  failure out of 31 can d id ates, with four first c la ss  p a sse s  
and  thirteen second  c la ss  p asses, d eserved ly  m ain tain ed  its high reputation.

68. In the m ore developed  Southern Protectorate 47%  of the en trants w ere 
su ccessfu l a s  a g a in s t 27%  in the Northern Protectorate.

C red itab le  results w ere o b ta in ed  a t the B am alete , Batlokw a and  B a ta w a n a  
N ational Schools, a s  a lso  a t T h am ag a  and  a t the M ochudi H igher Prim ary School.

69. In view  of the a n a ly sis  m ade b y  the D epartm ent of the results in g en eral, 
a s  w ell a s  b e c a u se  of the further ev id en ce accu m u lated  in the field, it w as decided 
in the in terests of parents and  pupils to w ithdraw  approval in 1950 for the 
co n tin u an ce of S tan d ard s V and  VI a t certa in  schools, the ch a llen g e  b e in g  one 
for consolidation, re la ted  to w hich must b e  the further developm ent of reg ion al 
p lanning b y  the D epartm ent in consu ltation  with com m ittees, and  the ea rly  intro
duction of am end in g  leg is la tion  so g reatly  needed , b e ca u se  so long overdue.

70. The follow ing excerp ts from the progress report of the Education Officer, 
Southern Protectorate, which refer to prim ary ed u cation  in rep resen tativ e districts 
of his circuit, a re  of in terest:—



AFRICAN VILLAGE SC H O O LS.

B akgatla. All M ochudi schools w ere visited  a t lea st once, and  also  the 
"riv er" schools in the Se q u a n i a rea . The reg io n a l p lann ing  survey subm itted 
to the B a k g a tla  Com m ittee h as b e e n  held  over tem porarily ow ing to lack  of 
funds. End-of-year promotion of pupils from Stan d ard  IV level is still super
v ised  b y  the E ducation D epartm ent and  is b e a rin g  results in the m uch im
proved perform ance of M ochudi can d id ates in the D ep artm ental Stan d ard  VI 
exam ination .

Bakw ena. All the M olepolole and  sev e ra l of the country schools w ere 
insp ected . The N ational School h as show n a  m arked im provem ent a s  a  result 
of reo rg an isation  of staff recom m ended in reports of 1948. Equipm ent of 
country schools in this R eserve is still unsatisfactory , but the posi.ion is 
g rad u ally  b e in g  im proved a s  funds allow . In g en era l the position in this 
R eserve is becom in g  brighter under the more activ e  d irection of the School 
Com m ittee.

B angw aketse. A prelim inary survey of the m ore cen tral B an g w aketse  
schools w as carried  out with a  view  to reorgan isation , esp e c ia lly  of the K anye 
schools. As these visits w ere exploratory, reports w ere not subm itted. How
ever, the B an g w aketse  School C om m ittee h as undertaken a  rec la ssifica iio n  of 
the K anye schools on the lines su g gested  in the w riter's 1948 report, so that 
e a ch  school will now provide for four or six y e a rs  of work, an d  not two as 
formerly. It is confidently exp ected  that this rea lig n m en t will red u ce the 
p rev a len ce  of backw ard n ess resu ltant a t  le a st  in som e m easure, on over
frequent transfer from school to school.

Lobatsi Block and Barolong Farm s and Crown Lands. Most of the schools 
in this a re a  w ere inspected , the Superv isor for the South visiting all these 
schools. W ith one or p ossibly  two excep tion s they are  d isappointing. The 
School Com m ittee is poor fin ancially . Buildings are  sm all and  m ostly in a 
b a d  sta te  of rep air. Equipm ent is a t a  minimum, and  very few of the teach ers 
qu alified . The Crow n Lands schools are  fin anced  by  G overnm ent and  adm in
istered  b y  the Com m ittee. The L obatsi Block is predom inantly  European, 
with A fricans liv ing in a  location . Add to a ll this the fact that the Chief is 
resid ent in the Union and  is seldom  w ell, and  the reaso n s for the u n sa tisfa c
tory natu re of schooling  are  evident. As stated  in last y e a r s report, an  e x 
tension  of M ission ed u cation al effort and  m ission spirit would b e  a  boon here.

K galagad i a re a . A pro jected  tour of the Southern K g alag ad i, had  to b e  
ab an d o n ed  a s  a  result of an  outbreak  of p lag u e. The Northern K g alag ad i 
schools w ere inspected , and  with one exception , a  m arked im provem ent w a 
noted. Staffing  is ad eq u a te  and  better qu alified , but there is still a  sh ortage 
of essen tia l equ ipm ent w hich can no t b e  rem edied  im m ediately  ow ing to lack 
of funds At Hukuntsi, the Standard  VI cen tre of the district, the H eadm an 
had  reroofed and  thatched  the school w hich w ould b e  a  credit to a  much 
w ealth ier a rea . He h as a lso  bu ilt a  hut for the accom m odation of ch ildren 
from neighbou ring v illages, and  another for the visits of a  School Supervisor. 
The te ach in g  of the ind igenous art of curing skins, and  of the m anufacture 
of skin articles of clothing and  rugs, is a  featu re of the tim etab le  of this 
school. U nfortunately the head m aster had  gon e slack  and  had  to b e  rep laced . 
In consideration of their im provem ent, and  at the req u est of parents the 
schools at T sh an e and  L okgw abe w ere rec lassified  to continue to S tan d ard  IV.

71. Of the higher prim ary schools, p re v io u s^  know n a s  m iddle .:- ..oo !s , the 
sam e officer reports a  distinct im provem ent a t Mochudi, but little if an y  at K anye 
and  M olepolole. To this he adds that in follow ing up the report m ade by  a  panel 
of ed u cation  officers in 1947, w hen com prehen sive recom m en dations w ere m ode, 
the school com m ittees in the Southern Protectorate a p p e a r to hav e m ad e a  genu ine 
attem pt to co -o p erate  a lo n g  the lin es ad vocated , but that there is not yet much 
ev id en ce of the a d v an ce  desired.

72. The A gricultural Education O fficer did not assu m e duty in the Nor.hern 
Protectorate until his return from leav e  tow ards the end of the y ear, so that it 
w as not p o ssib le  for him to in sp ect more than 13 A frican schools in that circuit. 
W ith a  full school y e a r ah e a d  of him in 1950, it is confidently an tic ip a ted  that he 
will m ake a  vigorous contribution tow ards the ra isin g  of stand ard s there.



73. In the m eantim e the Supervisor of Schools stationed  a t M aun, who is 
constan tly  h an d icap p ed  by  acu te  transport difficulties in that rem ote a rea , m ade 
reg u lar insp ectio ns an d  w rote most helpful and  constructive reports. So far as 
the B a ta w a n a  schools are  concerned , the dom inant tribe, but the one with the 
le a st  en co u rag in g  ed u catio n al record  in the Protectorate, he points out that 
during the last four y ea rs  the enrolm ent has dropped from 988, to 869, 845 and 
820: that in 1949 of the last num ber no few er than  122 w ere over the a g e  of 18, 
and  that in Stan d ard  VI there w ere but three pupils.

In spite of these d iscou rag in g  conditions he continues to m ain tain  m ost helpful 
contacts, an d  now  that h e h as a g a in  a n  ed u cation  officer resident in the Northern 
P rotectorate to whom he ca n  turn for counsel and  support, it is exp ected  that the 
resp on se he d eserv es will not b e  much longer d elayed .
(b) E uropean:—

74. As in 1948 the num ber of prim ary schools m ain tained  for the ch ildren oi 
Europ ean resid en ts w as nine, with an  a g g re g a te  enrolm ent of 200, of whom 107 
w ere boys, a s  a g a in st 195 the previous year.

The staff position rem ained  the sam e, nam ely, that 13 teach ers  w ere em ployed, 
of whom only one w as unqu alified , a  tem porary appointm ent m ade la te  in the 
y ear. Of these  teach ers  but one w as a  m ale, the head  tea ch er of the M olepolole 
School.

O w ing to the sm all num bers enrolled  in the a v e ra g e  school, the p u p il-teachei 
ratio  w as but 15.4 thus ensuring individual atten tion  to com p en sate  for local 
d isabilities.

75. The d istribution of the pupils w as a s  follow s:—
Su b. A Su b. B Std. I. Std. II Std. Ill Std. IV Std. V Std VI Total 
46 33 37 24 21 17 15 7 200

76. Of the ab o v e enrolm ent 123, or 61.5%  cam e from A frikaans-sp eaking 
hom es and  the rem aind er from E nglish -sp eaking  hom es. In 1947 the p ercen tag e  
quoted  w as 67%  and  in 1948, 63% .

77. Returns rece iv ed  from nine schools in the Union in resp ect of 1949 show 
that 170 P rotectorate pupils w ere in a tten d an ce , of whom 63 w ere bu rsars. In 
addition 57 Protectorate bu rsars atten ded  other schools in the Union, South-W est 
A frica an d  Southern R hodesia.

T hese figures, com bined  with those g iven  in p arag rap h  74 but d isregard ing 
enrolm ent a t the G hanzi private school show  the ed u cational facilities en joyed  
b y  427 E uropean children, although, to com plete the picture, it would be n e cessary  
to ob ta in  d ata , not a t  p resent a v a ila b le , co ncern ing  the larg e  num ber of others 
who are  en tered  p rivately  a t schools in the Union and  Southern Rhodesia.

78. 65 children rece iv ed  grants of £16 p.a. for prim ary ed u cation  and  18 w ere 
aw ard ed  g ran ts of £24 p.a. for secon d ary  ed u cation  to e n a b le  them to attend 
approved  schools outside the Territory.

In addition five grants of £16 p.a., three of £12 p.a. and  one of £32 p.a. w ere 
m ade to e n a b le  children liv ing far from the n e arest school to rece iv e  prim ary 
ed u cation  w ithin the Protectorate.

79. 37 ed u catio n al a llo w an ces of £40 p.a. w ere paid  to officials in resp ect of 
their ch ildren over the a g e  of 10, ed u cated  a t approved extra-territorial schools.

As foreshadow ed in 1948, in  co n seq u en ce  of the Public Serv ice  C om m ission 's 
Report, the individual a llo w a n ce  w as ra ised  to £40 with retrospective effect from 
Janu ary , 1947, the d ate  of sa la ry  read justm ents.

80. 8 ch ildren a tten d in g  schools outside the Territory en tered  for the External 
B ursary  Exam ination , on the results of w hich three b u rsaries w ere aw ard ed.

81. The m ost sign ificant developm ents in E uropean ed u cation  during the year 
w ere the reconstruction of the new  cen tral school a t L obatsi a s  a  G overnm ent 
institution, with a  local advisory com m ittee under the chairm ansh ip  of H. E. G oing, 
Esq., M.B.E., and  the estab lish m en t of an  Advisory Com m ittee for European 
E ducation for the Protectorate, previously  referred  to.



32. The stra teg ic  p lace  held in our sm all system  b y  the L obatsi School w as 
d escribed  in Part II of this Report, together with hopes for its fuller developm ent. 
Here it is m erely  fitting to add, that b e a rin g  in mind the d ifficulties in ev itab le  to 
the inau gu ral period of its ch an g ed  status, d ifficulties not rendered  an y  e a s ie r  by  
the n ecessity  to aw ait d ecisions concern ing  term s of serv ice, the staff worked 
hap pily  together, dem onstrated  their efficiency, and  rendered  devoted serv ice to 
the comm unity. Now that the S ta te  is doing m uch m ore than ever before for 
their children, it is trusted that the ap p recia tion  of the p arents will find expression 
in the continuation of the loyal support and  self-effort for w hich they  had  previ
ously  earn ed  a  w ell deserved  reputation.

83. The 42 pupils enrolled  a t Francistow n w ere most com petently  and  assid u 
ously cared  for by  both staff and  com m ittee.

O w ing to im provem ents in recen t y ea rs  the build ings, surroundings and  eq u ip 
m ent are  most attractive. The school w ell m ain ta in ed  its tradition for p ictorial 
illustrations, m odels an d  other d id actic m aterial, a s  a lso  its ex ce llen t record  for 
the ra is in g  of funds for such purposes a s  a  projector, p ercu ssion  ba n d  an d  library.

Also en cou rag in g  w as the ad m irab le  b eg in n in g  m ade in conn ection  w ith the 
form ation of a  school museum.

From its activ e  Junior Red Cross Link the contributions sen t to the C h ilean  
Red Cross Exhibition w ere d escribed  b y  the B ranch S e cre ta ry  a t K im berley as 
exce llen t.

L iberal m ethods w ere u sed  throughout the school, and  in g en era l it w as felt 
that the in terests of the children in both their classroom  work and  in their 
extra-m ural activ ities, w ere in very good hands.

84. In rem ote N gam iland, the little school at Maun, tem porarily transferred  
to one of the hospital build ings pending exten sion s or the erection  of a  new 
school, continued to do most cred itab le  work, the re la tions b e tw een  teach er and 
pupils' b e in g  m ost happy, the actitv ities of the latter b e in g  ch aracterised  by 
purposeful en joym en t and  stead y  progress. In so iso lated  a  station this must 
b e  a  source of rea l consolation to the parents.

85. At T se sse b e  the ad m irab le  art work done b y  the young children w as 
extended  and  deserved ly  ap p reciated , the school b e in g  in the c a p a b le  hands of 
an  exp erien ced  teach er of lib era l view s.

86. At M olepolole, am id difficult circu m stan ces and  a  som ew hat depressed  
comm unity, the teach er-in -ch arg e  a g a in  g a v e  of his best; taught useful arts and 
crafts, and  am ong other pro jects built up with the a id  of his pupils a  travel 
b u reau  and  a  san d-tray  village.

87. The staff difficulties w hich han d icap p ed  the work a t M ah alap y e, are 
sym ptom atic of those w hich threaten  most com m ittees from tim e to time, the b a s ic  
reaso n  be in g  that it h as not yet b e en  consid ered  p o ssib le  to en sure for the 
teachers in Protectorate a id ed  schools term s of serv ice co m p arab le  with those 
w hich ob tain  in other territories. So  long a s  this d isab ility  continues the schools 
of B ech u analand  must suffer in a  keenly  com petitive m arket, with a  co nseq u en tia l 
lack  of stability . There is, con sequ en tly  a  rea l sen se  of ob ligation , to the w ives 
of G overnm ent officers and  to other teach ers, who, by  a ccep tin g  low er rem u n era
tion than that to w hich their q u alifications e lsew here w ould entitle them, hav e 
continued to serve.

To the com m ittees an d  office b e a rers  a lso  who m eet these staffing  problem s, 
an d  in spite of such lim ited resou rces uphold the w hole fabric, the D epartm ent is 
indebted , for without their unrem itting efforts the system  could not b e  m aintained.

(c) Coloured:—

88. Schools for this com m unity w ere conducted  a t Francistow n, Bokspits, 
O lifants Kloof and  M okgopeetsane a s  in 1948, the total enrolm ent dropping from 
198 to 172, of whom 91 w ere boys.

Of the total enrolm ent n early  53%  w ere in the su b-grad es, and  in Standard  
V, the top c lass , but six.



English and  A frikaans w ere taught to all.
89. As in the previous y e a r five teach ers  w ere em ployed, of whom only two 

w ere qu alified , the difficulty continuing of ob tain ing  the serv ices of su itab ly  
qu alified  C oloured teach ers  for these rem ote schools w hich serve sm all, poor, and 
la rg e ly  indifferent groups of cu lturally  iso lated  people. As reported  in 1948, 
be tter term s of service, including the provision of rea so n a b ly  good qu arters might 
attract, but ev en  then the iso lation  and  ch aracter of these lonely  e n cla v es would 
m ilitate a g a in st recruitm ent.

CHAPTER IV.

SECON DARY EDUCATION.
(a) African:—

90. In the post-prim ary c la ss e s  in the Protectorate, d isregard ing those en g ag ed  
in teacher-tra in in g , the num ber rose from 34 in 1948 to 79, with the follow ing 
distribution:—

Boys G irls Total
S tan d ard  VII ......................... ..................  34 22 56
Stan d ard  VIII .......................... .................  10 3 13
Stan d ard  IX .............................. .................  7 3 10

Totals .................  51 28 79

91. In co nn ectio n  with the ab o v e it will b e  noted that although in the 
prim ary system  the girls form 63%  of the enrolm ent, in the post-prim ary they 
com prise but 35% , an  illustration of an  exp erien ce  comm on throughout m ost of 
A frica, that a t a d o le sce n ce  the b read -and -bu tter value of ed ucation  is more 
seriously  consid ered  for the boys, and  m arriag e for the girls.

92. Two schools offered facilities for junior second ary  work, nam ely, St. 
Josep h 's and  the B am an gw ato  C ollege. S in ce  the latter w as op ened  in 1949 only, 
it w as not p o ssib le  to provide the full course w hich will b e  esta b lish ed  in 1950.

For the Junior C ertificate Exam ination  of the University of South Africa, St. 
Josep h 's en tered  10 students, a ll of whom w ere su ccessfu l, and  six of whom 
ob ta in ed  a  second  c la ss  pass. W ithout a ttach in g  undue im portance to the 
q u alifica tio n  so earned , a n  u n n ecessary  proviso to an y  who know the school 
intim ately , it is a  source of rea l en cou ragem en t that this p ioneer second ary  school 
h a s rece iv ed  such convincing confirm ation from an  ind ependent source of the high 
stand ard  attributed  to it for so long by  the Departm ent.

93. Among the en co u rag in g  featu res of the work a t this school, the Education 
O fficer reported  a s  follow s:—

"T he school is w ell equ ip p ed  both in heav y  equ ipm ent and  teach in g  aids. 
The d isp lay  of charts, pictures, etc., is most stim u lating . . . The pupils 
a re  bright and  resp onsive: the school d iscip line is firm without b e in g  harsh 
and  the tone of the school is g en era lly  exce llen t . . . S ister Is a b e lla 's  
work is exem p lary . Every detail of every  lesson  is prepared, yet her p resen 
tation  of m atter is bright and  interestin g  . . . S ister E lizabeth  teach es 
b io lo g y  to a ll groups, devoting 9  ̂ hours per w eek to this su b ject. Here 
a g a in  every  lesso n  w as scrupulously p repared  and  the teach in g  of a  high 
stand ard  . . . S ister Joach im 's work is of the sam e level a s  that of other 
m em bers of the sisterhood. Every lesson  is prepared , with illustrations, and 
full u se is m ade of the b lack b oard . An additional v a lu a b le  attribute is that 
S ister Joach im 's sym pathy for the you nger children evokes a  resp on se which 
lends itself to su ccessfu l teach in g  . . . Mr. Motsumi h as b e e n  em ployed  by 
the M ission for a  co n sid erab le  time, so that his sch em es and  records, a s  one 
would expect, a re  e x ce llen t . . . G en era lly  the position a t St. Josep h 's is 
satisfactory , the im pression formed b e in g  one of qu iet progress in a  p eacefu l 
atm o sp h ere."

94. S im ilarly  en cou rag in g  would b e  p ara lle l excerp ts from the report of the 
H om ecrafts E ducation Officer.

It should b e  u n n ecessary  to add that the secret of St. Josep h's su ccess  is the 
inspiration derived from co n secra ted  efficiency.



95. In term s of C lau se II of the C onstitution of the B am an gw atc C ollege, 
prom ulgated  under G overnm ent N otice No. 25 of 1948, the D irector of Education 
a rran g ed  for the follow ing p anel to co -op erate  in the insp ectio n  of the C ollege, 
and  thereafter to prep are a  report for su bm ission to the P rotectorate G overnm ent 
and  the Board of G overnors:—

Mr. H. Jowitt, D irector of Education (C hairm an),
Mr. J. G ardiner, Education Officer, Southern Protectorate,
Mr. I. S. Hutcheson, A gricultural Officer,
M iss C. F. Posthumus, H om ecrafts Education Officer,
Mr. L. C. M oum akw a, Translator.

In addition, Mr. D. E. Clark, A ssistan t D irector of Public W orks, who w as 
exam in ing  the progress of cap ita l works, kindly a g reed  to b e  co-opted, thus 
exten d ing  the ra n g e  of the survey to cover trad es-tra in in g  also.

96. The gross enrolm ent for the y e a r show ed an  a g g re g a te  of 122, of whom 
67 w ere boys and  55 girls.

Of this num ber, 72 w ere in the prelim inary c la ss e s  of S tan d ard s V and  VI 
w hich should soon d isap p ear; 14 w ere in the trades section , and  the rem ainder 
w ere in Form I, the first y e a r  of the junior secon d ary  course, the over-all a v e ra g e  
a g e  b e in g  18.4 years.

97. The com prehensive professional and  tech n ica l report w hich resulted, 
covered  40 p ag es. Its m ain featu res are  not reproduced here s in ce  this m ight be 
m islead ing  ow ing to the fact that the insp ectin g  officers w ere fully aw a re  of the 
m ajor d ifficulties with w hich the Principal had  to contend during this inau gural 
y ear. The docum ent w as constru ctively  intended, and, g iven  the understanding 
and  support of the governing body, it is hoped that it m ay contribu te to the 
firmer estab lish m en t of this im portant school, which ow es so m uch to the en terprise 
and  in itiative of Chief Tshekedi, the previous N ative Authority of the B am an gw atc 
Tribe.

98. N evertheless it m ay b e  pertinent to qu ote the follow ing excerp t from 
the conclud ing note to the report:—

"T he ch aracter of the school and  of its student body should not b e  built 
upon the b a s is  of narrow  tribal pride, nor upon the m agnitu de of the ca p ita l 
u ndertaking, although re a so n a b le  tribal pride is natu ral an d  ca n  b e most 
helpful. It should rather b e  built upon the school's p otential contribution 
tow ards ra isin g  the stand ard  of liv ing— so urgently  n eed ed — not only am ong 
the Bam angw ato but am ong a ll the P rotectorate tr ib e :.

"In  brief this should help  tow ards the creation  of harm ony in p la ce  of 
d issension, of unification in the p lace  of d isentegration , of en lightenm ent in 
the p la ce  of ig n o ran ce and  superstition, of health  in the p la ce  of d isea se , of 
productivity in the p lace  of poverty and  fam ine, and  of spiritual id ea ls in the 
d a c e  of m aterialism .

"It should promote an  interest in, and  un derstand ing concern ing , G overn
m ent endeavour, and  in the build ing up of a  w holesom e rather than of an 
u n d esirab le  naiional sentim ent. It should train its students a s  m em bers of a 
society , with a  p art to p lay  in the community.

"T here is therefore the need  on the one hand  to build  up reso lu tely  and 
effectively  ed u cational stand ard s of un q u estio n ab le  merit, and  on the other, 
m oral integrity  and  discip line, a llied  to a  d eep  sen se  of service, right values, 
loyalty  and  h ab its  of industry."

99. In ap p en d ices to this Report the d istribution of Protectorate students in 
extra-territorial instituions is shown, together with re la ted  bu rsary  provision.

R eference to the latter will show that 160 A frican students w ere enrolled  in 
post-prim ary courses in such schools, of whom 86 w ere in receip t of b u rsaries.

It will a lso  b e  seen  that of the 86 bu rsaries aw ard ed , no few er than  50 w ere 
in resp ect of second ary  education; that 26 w ere for teach er-tra in in g ; that 7 w ere 
for other vocation al training, and  that the rem aining  3 w ere to e n a b le  Students tc 
tak e university courses at Fort H are or a t the University of the W itw atersrand.



100. The v ocation al train ing  within the Protectorate of nurses and  orderlies, 
of a rtisan s, of agricu ltu ral learn ers and  of the police, rem ains larg ely  a s  d escribed  
in the 1945 Report, the tra in ing  of teach ers b e in g  d ealt with in C hap ter VII. 
There is no other form of loca l tech n ica l train ing  w hich could b e  reg ard ed  as 
second ary .

(b) E uropean:—

101. For the reaso n s briefly  referred  to earlie r  in this Report, the European 
system  rem ains en tirely  prim ary, although bu rsaries and  ed u cational grants assist 
a  num ber of prom ising students to proceed  to second ary  courses elsew here, the 
am ount devoted  to this serv ice in 1949 be in g  £1,128, divided approxim ately  equ ally  
b e tw een  the ch ildren of officials and  those of non-officials.

As affirm ed in Part II, it is hoped that before long it m ay b e  p o ssib le  to 
e sta b lish  a  junior secon d ary  course at the L obatsi G overnm ent School.

CHAPTER X .

TECHNICAL TRAINING.

102. There is no accred ited  tech n ica l or trades train ing  in the Protectorate, 
and  none in agricu ltu re or in anim al hu sbandry. The d esirability  of their e s ta b 
lishm ent h as long b e e n  recognised , but in view  of com peting cla im s in relation  
to in a d eq u a te  resou rces has not yet b e e n  consid ered  p ossible. R eference to Part 
II of this Report will show  that the hope is exp ressed  that in due course this 
w eak n ess will b e  ap p rop riately  rem edied.

In the m eantim e, from the bu rsary  provision cited  in the ch ap ter d ea lin g  with 
F inan ce, a  few  A frican students hav e b e e n  en a b led  to proceed  to the Union of 
South A frica or to Southern R hod esia  for train ing  a s  artisan s, agriculturalists, 
foresters, clerks, m ech an ics, etc.

103. In p arag rap h  107 of the 1945 Report, the follow ing p a ss a g e  a p p eared :—

"At the Public W orks D epartm ent Depot a t G ab eron es, the M ech an ical 
Su perin tendent h as m ade a  beg in n in g  upon the train ing of a  few A frican 
m ech an ics a t the post-prim ary stag e , and  la ter hopes to extend  this to the 
train ing  of m achinists, carp enters, bu ilders and  other artisan s.

"W hether this will evolve into the trades school, the urgent need  for 
w hich h a s b e e n  rep resen ted  in post-w ar developm ent program m es, or whether 
a s  seem s more pro bab le , the instructional side will be  g iven  ap propriate staff 
and  other facilities in a  sep a ra te  self-contained , but p ossib ly  a llied  institution, 
rem ains to b e  se e n ."

104. A lthough there h as b e e n  much growth in plant, staff and  activ ities, sin ce  
that w as w ritten, th ese hav e b e e n  chiefly  concerned  with h eav ier m ain ten an ce  
an d  developm ent program m es and  it can no t be  claim ed  that this h as yet had  any 
effect on re la ted  training.

105. A sm all num ber of ap p ren tices w as taken  on, how ever, for train ing  in 
the ca re  and  rep a ir of pumps, those with most aptitude to b e  g iven  facilities for 
fuller train ing  a s  m echan ics.

O ne gathers, nevertheless, that in the a b s e n c e  of a  su itab le  en tran ce  q u alifi
cation , instruction w as correspondingly handicap p ed , and  that in an y  event the 
staff w ere too fully occupied  with other resp on sib ilities to devote a d eq u a te  time 
to a ctu a l training.

106. If only com m ensurate fin an cia l provision w ere found p o ssib le  for the 
train ing at, or in asso cia tio n  with the Depot of bu ild ers and  carp enters, one could 
look forw ard to the tim e w hen under com petent supervision m obile sq u ad s might 
be  a v a ila b le  for the erection  and  m ain ten an ce  of school bu ild ings, teach ers ' 
qu arters, offices, etc., in different parts of the territory, an  urgent need  with which 
to-day one is constan tly  confronted.



107. A trad es section  w as op ened  a t the B am an gw ato C o lleg e a t the b e g in 
ning of the year, for w hich purpose a  good bu ild ing su bsid ised  b y  the Bantu 
W elfare  Trust w as erected . Those enrolled, how ever, had  not had  the req u isite  
ed u catio n al background, b e in g  m ostly labou rers previously em ployed  on the school 
build ings, and  the staff w ere not com petent to g ive instruction in the various 
b ra n ch es it w as desired  to offer. In p la ce  of g rad ed  training, therefore, the tend
en cy  w as for the w ould-be artisan s to form a  ch e a p  labour m ain te n an ce  gang .

The w eak n ess of this is c learly  rea lised  by  the P rincipal an d  the governing 
body and  satisfactory  read justm ents will b e  m ade a s  students of be tter ca lib re  
are  adm itted, and  a  m ore com petent staff appointed.

108. It m ay not b e unfitting to include in this ch ap ter som e p articu lars con
cern ing  agricultural and  hom ecrafts ed ucation , ev en  though v ocation al courses 
proper hav e not developed. S in ce, how ever, on the strength of the D epartm ent 
there are  two sp e cia lists  for these su b jects, the system  derives corresponding 
b en efits  from the em phasis they rightly bring to bear.

109. O w ing to the a b s e n c e  on o v erseas leav e  of the A gricultural Education 
Officer, he w as a v a ila b le  for but part of the y ear, during w hich tim e he assum ed 
p rofessional resp on sib ilities a s  w ell. A book entitled  "How to grow Better Crops," 
w ritten b y  him prim arily for the use of teach ers, w as pu blished  during the y ear 
by  Longm ans G reen  & Co., and  w as issu ed  to a ll schools. It is a  com panion 
volum e to the one on v e g e ta b le  g ard en ing  pu blished  the previous y ear, and  a 
third book on cattle  m anagem ent will, it is hoped, b e  pu blished  early  in 1950. 
The favou rable reaction s from teachers, the v ern acu lar press, and  others, supplies 
ev id en ce that these pu blication s b eg in  to fill a  rea l need.

110. The shortage of gard en ing  tools is g rad u ally  b e in g  overcom e and  most 
of the schools m ain tain ed  by  C olonial revenu e are  now  re a so n a b ly  w ell supplied, 
although m any of those under tribal m anagem ent, b e c a u se  of their in ad eq u ate  
resou rces, a re  still very b ad ly  off in this resp ect.

During the y e a r 340 g ard en ing  tools and  ap proxim ately  400 p ack ets of seed s 
w ere issued  b y  the D epartm ent to 24 schools.

111. R eference w as m ade in the previous report to the in a d eq u a te  fencing 
of most school gard en s a g a in st the ra v a g e s  of wild and  dom estic an im als. In
1949 b a rb ed  w ire fencin g  stand ard s and  g a te s  w ere supplied  to a  sm all num ber 
of schools, a  serv ice  w hich it is hoped to exp an d  in 1950.

112. Thanks are  a g a in  due to the A rboricultural So cie ty  of South A frica for 
aw ard in g  prizes for an  Arbor D ay essay , the su b ject ch osen  bein g , ' How will the 
p lanting  of trees benefit B ech u a n a la n d ?”

It is in terestin g  to note how interest in  this an n u al com petition is grow ing. 
In 1947 only 18 entries w ere subm itted, the num ber rising  to 60 in 1948, and  113

in 1949.
The prizes in the y e a r under review  w ent to St. T h eresa 's  (first prize), St. 

Josep h 's (second ), and  Serow e Middle (third).

R elated  to this en terp rise is the en co u rag in g  fact that a  num ber of schools 
p lanted  trees in their grounds, most of w hich bad ly  req u ire them.

113. R eference will b e  m ade to the agricu ltural work of the students a t the 
G overnm ent T each er T rain ing  C ollege in C hapter VII.

114. The follow ing excerp ts from the progress report of the H om ecrafts E d u ca
tion O fficer help  to give an  im pression of the d ynam ic work in w hich she is 
e n g a g ed :—

"The position reg ard in g  the teach in g  of hom ecrafts h as not attered  very 
greatly  sin ce  last y ear, a s  it h as b e e n  difficult to recruit su itab ly  qualified  
staff ow ing to the dem and for tea ch ers  with dom estic sc ie n ce  training. In 
certa in  a re a s , how ever, en cou rag in g  work contin ues to b e  done by  women 
who hav e a n  understanding of the work and  b e lie v e  in its usefu ln ess . . . 
it b e ca m e n e cessa ry  to d isp ense with the serv ices of a  few  p ar,-tim e 
teach ers  . . . The cost of m aterial had  in crea sed  and  it w as felt that the 
m oney could b e  put to better use in a re a s  w here the tea ch ers  had  had more
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