
Refs QW/pvk.. 4th October, 1954.

Mrs. H. Paine, Chairman, 

Save the Children Fund, 

204 Silbro House,

225 Jeppe Street,

JGHA«HT3oBU9G.

Dear Mrs. Paine,

Thank you very much indeed for your letter of the 30th September, 1954» 

with the enclosed cheque for the Orlando Modiers elf are Association. This 

cheque (£25. )  I have handed on to Mrs. Ngakane, who i l l  acknowledge it .

Yours sincerely,

Qttintin ”hyte 
DIRECTOR
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Tho Association was established in 1037, for the wolfr.ro of tho people in tho 

Township, ospecially the children.

j.̂ s this our first .»imu' 1 Report since tho re-organisation of tho t»6sociation,

I wish to give a briof hist'.rical survey of tho Activities of tho Association sinco 
its inception, Tho poriod under review can bo conveniently discussed under throo 

hoads s-

(r.) The Pro-Aar Poriod 1037-1940.
(b) The War Period 1540-1045.
(c) The Fcst "Jar Period 1046-1052.

THL PRTX.AR PERIOD 193 7-1040.

Our association cano into being during the early years of tho establishncnt of 
tho Township (Orlando). Many of tho Social Anonitioa and sovicos to which wo havo 
now cone accustoned wore t h G n  none oxistent and it bocano tho duty of tho nothors 
organisation to pros3 for the introduction of theso essential services. Ono of 
the first achiovenonts of tho association was ono ostablishonont of a Croclio' at 
tho Old Loakc Hall in the Township. second problon to which tho association 
addressed itaolf was tho wide spread truancy of many children who attended 
School. It bocano cloar that the 'bsence of transport f-.cilitics fron tho 
railway station to the hones was * contributory factor. Many children holpc^ 
daily to carry bundles of washing and other buggagc fron the station int- the 
location. The snail suns of noncy they obtained in ronunerrtion for their 
services was an encouragonont to this truancy. Tho association nr.de a succosful 
representations to the authorities for the introduction of a bus service which 

helped nr. tori ally to roduco tho 3oap-Bcx trolley transport sorvico and the 

incidcnco of truahcy in the Schools.

The Mothers* Welfare Association alen endeavoured to work in co-oporation 

with othor uelfaro bodies. Thus it was interested in tho Soasido Fund for tho 

.-frican Children which was sponsored by the Joint Council of African and 
European Aonon. Indeed in the hey days of the .Association, wo wore able tô  
contribute the sun of Twenty pounds (£20) towards the fund and helped to find 
sone of the convalescing children who wore to benefit fron this fund.

B* TIE AAR PLRIOD 1040-1045.

Great Social changes wore ushered in during this poriod; the not offeet of which 
was to disrupt tho Association. First there w s tho rapid increase of tho Urban 
population, the oxtonsion of the Township across the railway line to tho ffost 
and the absorption of African wor.cn in industry. During this poriod of 
population novenents and general industrial expansion sono of the nenbers of tho 
i.ss ociation found onployr.cnt t.iors novod to now places of residence and tho 
result was a state of disorganisation which nade it inpossiblc for the 
-.3 sociation to function efficiently just at the tino it was nost nooood. The war 
poriod was thus a period of enf.rcod inactivity and recess in tho life of the 

Association*

C • THE POST >AR PERIOD 1046-1052.

This period has boon characterised by soli preparedness to noct tho prjblons 
created by \7ar. The scattered r nents of the licthers1 ./elfare ...sgoci tion had 
finally cone together to rosuee_ ^'.to the novonent. The task ahoad see;- bign.or 
than ever before but the prospects of a 1-rger and noro active organisation 
boar brightly in the horizon ‘day. The activities of tho current yoar -» » 
indicate that the Association is prepared to grapple with tho problons of tho 
day with zoal and ernestnoss. The difficulty which confronted the association 
this yoar was tho vonuo of neeoi.igs■ For -he firs'G fow nontns of cho yoar, uho 
nootings wore held at tho Donladscn Crl ndo Connunity Centro, Tho Association 

decided to hold its noctinga -t vuo Lrl" ndo Jest Lethodist School, this decision 
was taken after it was discolored that the nost of tho nenbers wore fron Orlando 
■jest. Though these nootings "re hold in Orlando Jest only* the —ssociation 
cherishes a hopo that in tho near future it will havo enough nenbors frOi.. tho 
Orlando East -.rea and will thus aMo to use the Donaldson Orlando Connunity 

Centro ag'in and havo two branches uootinc cncc nonth Activities/. » • • • • • » •



.part from the aims of the Association that have already bean mentioned, the 
Association felt that it should got noro uothors intorestod in the novenent; to 
do this, some of tho nonbors were privileged to addroas a few itfenyano (Mootings} 

in which they onp&r:sized tho need for such meetings in tho township.

STRJET c o lle c t io n s .

*»5 tho -ssociation was unregistered until rocontly it could not have any street 
collcction for its funds; but worked in co-operation with othor Jolfaro bodios, 

wo r.ro happy to say that it hr3 icon able to find at any tine nonbors tho w 
willing to help in ■ ny stroct collcction that was for Wolf'ro work; e .g . otroct 
Collection held at tho beginning of tho year for tho Non-fiurcpcan Boys 

Association, and also for the Tornrdo Victins at tho ond of tho year.

FUNDS.

Tho Association had no noans of collecting funds. The funds wore accrued from tho 

nonbors subscriptions or.ch rjoubor subscribing Gno shilling ( I /-; • . ..
Twelve shillings (12/-) per anrun, and Mso fron Concerts. The association h„d its 

first b-zaar and concert t the beginning of the year.

Tho next bazaar aid ccnt-i"s was *.cld in Juno whoro it h...d the 

honour of having Mrs. Carr, th wife of the Manager of the Non-European Affairs 

Department, - s the Soeakor for the day* Uor presenco was n encouragone&t 
Association. In this b-r.aar baskets were sold for the Ezonzoleni Blind 
Institution. The .*sscci"tion was able to raise the sun of Twelve pounds (£1^ ; 
fron the s~lo of the baskets. The nonoy was sent to the Ezcnzoloni Institution*

On the 7th of December a concert was hold at tho Gonnunal H 11. ihe proceeds 
fron this concert were for Xmas gifts for tho poor in the township. Sixty-five 

Xmas food parcels wore distributed ancng the poor f .nilics.

DISTRIBUTION OF MILK ,tND BREAD TO THE CHILDREN.

Sonc of the nonbors of tho association helped in tho distribution of uilk
broad to children during the \7int0r vacation work that is dono by the Associations

Service Comnittoo of the European and African Women *

INSUFFICIENT SCHOOLS Ii: HIE TC’.TJj H IF .

The association purturbeo by the hundreds of children roaming about tho strocts 
of Orlando, in trains, and in town folt that something ought to be dono about the 
situation. Sonc of those children could not got accommodation xn o u r  local schools 

and naturally roancd about and bccanc dolinquonts. It  became tho fooling 01 tho 
Association that noro schools and play grounds woro noodod. - deputation was 
sent to interview tho Managor of Non-European Affairs Department. The members of 
tho deputation were Mrs. Hgakrne (President), Mrs. Nobr.nda (Secretary) Mrs. Moolci 

(ChairIndy), and Mrs. Lhr.akvlo, Mrs. Kumalo,

Tho deputation pointed out the neod for schools in tho township 
and thnt it would be most grateful if tho Council would build walls for class­
rooms and the Association would take tho rosponsibilty of getting the rool*-

(a) The reply was that tho buildinp of schools was not the duty of tho Council 
but that of the Education rt. erti if -ho association would have funds for 

building, a site v/ould be made v'liable to then.

(b) Tho deputation wanted well oquiptd playgrounds with supervisors as it was
not s^fo to leave children .11 by thonselve3 in a playground. The reply was 

that this request would be considered and that there were a few swings 
available. Thon there were tho bigger childron to bo c o n s i d e r e d ,  the dcputaxio 

wanted the Council to have roughly laid out grounds without any fencing -r 
tennis, end that they would set old racquets and balls from friends. This wa 
to try and lessen the pr cticc of gambling and roaming about the streets 

aimlessly of boys and girls during the holidays.

Here the nj.abors wore asked to go and find out how many childron 

would liko to uso these grounds.

V ISITO R S.

The Manager of the Non-Suropoua AfAkira Department and Mrs. Carr showed their _ 
interest in our association by attending one of our functions which we had during 

the year also Mr. Griffiths tho Superintendent of Orlando Jest. The Frosident/



President of the National Council cf ..frican l(ocon) Miss Soga cc.no to r.ddross tho 

Association. lira. Kuzwayo who is in charge of the Girls Clut in Orlando addrosscd 
tho .association cn the nocd for not hors tc tako intoroat in Girls Clubs.

NATIONAL CONF^RCNCI! o:; N..TIV^ i&VCUUOX: C01.i:i33I0I.T,S R2PQRT E L D  ON JULY lst-3rd

Mrs. Ngrkr.no and lira. licdis^ wero delegates t? this Confcroncc#

REGISTRATION OF Tffi *J530CL.7IG::.

The association could not fulfil its obligations as shown in tho Constitution, It 
wanted to bo of soco service, to the people, but it had no funds, .iccording to tho 
Social V7olf-.ro Organization .ct, no association was allowed to got funds from 
the public • The -association then uade an application to bo registered under tho 
Social -.«olf?.rc Organisation ict. It is a plcasuro to report that this Association 
has now boon rogiatorod, with this achievenent it is the wish of the association 
to bo of souo servicc tc tho r.:ost unfortunate people in our township.

THINKS. O U IK S . THANKS.

iho i»ssociaticn is gr'tef ul to th'„ Ilon-European affairs Departncnt for lcttihg it 
have the free uso of the Hall vhcnovor it noedcd it . To Ur. Nicholas who willingly 
agrood to audit cur bock3. To advisory Board nocbors who wore intorostod in 
the wolfaro dissociation. .1.I3 0  tho Secretary of tho Donaldson Orlando Conraunity 
Centro, wh:> always gave u:. the fr ,0 U3 0  of tho hall whenever wo noodod it* -*nd 
also to the following frionds who helped ue whonover wo assistancoi- Captain Roo 
Messrs. Makhetha, Lesolan^, iloaaba. Pooo, kone, Igakane, Rev. liooki and Snndlana, 
The principals of schools especially tho principal of the Orlando .Tost Methodist 
School, who has allowod us tho fro., uao of ono tho classrooms, and all thoso who 
always aupportod our functions.
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ORLANDO_ MOTHERS ’ ASSOC I ^ ipg

W.O. 1SC5

8171 Orlando west, 

P.O. Orlando, 

JOHANNESBURG.

Dear Sir/Madam,
i

The members of the above Organisation, which is an old and 

recognised Association in Orlando, have decided to raise funds 

for the purpose of providing educational facilities  for the 

thousands of African children who cannot be admitted to the 

existing schools owing to the inadequacy of accommodation and 

the absence of Government grants towards teachers’ salaries.

A Firm of building contractors has very kindly donated the 

walls of three classrooms including doors and windows, the City 

Council of Johannesburg has donated a beautiful site, and the 

Principal of the Orlando Vocational Centre has guaranteed the 

labour for the building of the roof.

In order to complete the building, roofing material - wood 

and iron, are needed, and we are therefore appealing to you for 

a donation towards this worthy cause, and hope you w ill  see 

your way cleer to assisting us.

We shall be grateful for any help which you will give us, 

and are willing to meet you personally should you so desire.

Yours faithfully ,

(Mrs) M . M . NGAKANE 
PRESIDENT

(Mrs) G . NOBANDA 
SECRETARY.
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IV.

V.

VI.

VII.

C O N S T I T U T I O N

NAIVIE: The name of the Association shall be

THE ORLANDO MOTHERS' WELFARE ASSOCIATI N 

hereln-after referred to as the Association.

AREA OF OPERATION: The Association shall operate within 

the municipal area of Orlando.

Alivia AND OBJECTS: Theaims and objects of the Association shall 

be:-

(a) To do welfare work among the poorer people of 

Orlando.

(b) To draft and carry out a programme for the social, 

cultural and economic betterment of its members.

(c) To ct^rry out such other programme as mc».y be 

deemed necessary to achieye the above objects.

(d) To appoint, co-opt, or otherwise employ such ,taff 

a.nd or officers as may be necessary to c<urry out 

the objects of the Association,

(e) To co-operate with any association or organ­

isations whose aims are not in conflict with 

those of the Orlando Mothers' Welfare Association,

MEMBERSHIP: The membership of the Association shall be open

to all women who are residents of Orlando ana. ho

subscribe to the above objects, provided that 
/ i

such women shall have paid a joining fee of 1/-

(one shilling),

FEES. Upon Joining the Association, every member shall

pay a Joining fee of 1/- (one shilling) and 

thereafter a monthly fee of 1/- (one shilling).

MEETINGS: The meetings of the Association shall be held 

twice a month or as often as the Executive 

Committee shall decide,

OFFICE BEaRERS AND EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: The Office Bearers



of the Association shall be elected every year at the%

Annual General Meeting of the members, The following

shall be the office bearers:-

(a) PRESIDENT,

(b) CHAIRMAN,

(c) VICE CHAIRMAN,

(d) SECRETARY,

(e) ASSISTANT SECRETARY,

(f) TREASURER c.nd two other members who together with 

the office bearers shall constitute the EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE.

V I11 D -TIES OF OFFICE BEARERS:

(a) The PRESIDENT shall be the chief executive officer 

and shall be responsible for the smooth and ef fective 

running of the association.

(b) The Chairman shall preside over all  meetings of the 

Association and shall satisfy herself that the con­

stitution is observed.

(c) The VICE CHAIRMAN shall carry out such duties as 

may be delegated to him/her by the chairman*

(d) The SECRETARY shall be responsible for all the 

secretarial work of the Association*

(e) The ASSISTANT SECRETARY shall assist the secretary

c.nd shall perform any such duties as shall be delegated 

to her by the secretary.

(f) The TREASURER shall k-ep custody of all the FUNDS 

of the Association as directed by the Executive 

Committee and shall keep a detailed record of all 

monies received or po:ld out. The financial year 

shall end on the 31st December of each year.

IX. QUORUM:

(a) Five members of the Executive Committee shall form 

a quorum.

/  (b)
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(b) Seven members shall form a quorum of the General
c

Meeting.

X. FUNDS All funds of the Association shall be deposited with the

ST ANDREW'S BUILDING- SOCIETY and no withdrawals of money 

shall be made except on the direction of the Executive 

Committee, application for such withdrawal being signed 

by the PRESIDENT the SECRETARY and the TREASURER.

XI. AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION: This constitution shall not be amended

except by a two-thirds majority of those present at a 

GENERAL MEETING, provided that at least fourteen days' 

notice of such proposed amendment is given in writing 

by the SECRETARY,

X I I . DISSOLUTION: Upon dissolution and after paying and satisfying all 

the claims and liabilities  of the Association, the 

assets of th is  Association shall not be distributed or 

divided among the members, but shall be given to the 

CHILD WELFARE SOCIETY (Johannesburg branch).
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