
as adopted at the Congress of the People on 26 June 1955

P R E A M B L E

W e, th e  people o f South  A fric a , d e c la re  fo r  a l l  o u r  c o u n try  a n d  th e  
w orld to  know :—

T h a t  S o u th  A frica  b e lo n g  to a ll w ho live in  if. b la c k  a n d  w h ile , 

an d  th a t  n o  go v ern m en t ca n  ju x lir  c la im  a u th o r i ty  unless i t  is 
based o n  th e  w ill o f th e  people;

T h a t  o u r  people have hcvn rob b ed  o f  th e ir  b ir th  r it jh t to  la n d , 

lib erty  a n d  peace by a fo rm  o f tp n e rn m c n t fo u n d e d  o n  in ju v ic e  
a n d  in e q u ality ;

T h a t o u r  c o u n try  w ill never he p r tx p e n .u a  o r  f re e  u n t i l  a l l o u r  

people live  in  b ro th e rh o o d , e n jo y in g  e q u a l r ig h ts  a n d  o p p o r­
tu n ities;

T h a t  o n ly  a dem o cratic  state, based o n  th e  w ill o f  th e  p eople ca n  

secure to a ll th e ir  b ir th r ig h t w ith o u t d is tin c tio n  of c o lo u r , race  
sex o r  belief;

A nd th e re fo re , we th e  p eople o f S o u th  A fric a , b la c k  a n d  w h ite , 

to g e th er —  eq u als, c o u n trs m rn  a n d  b ro th e rs  —  ad o o t th is
f r e e d o m  c h a r t e r .

A nd we p ledge ourselves to striv e  to g e th e r, s p a r in g  n o th in g  o f  o u r  

s tren g th  a n d  co u rag e , u n ti l  th e  d e m o c ra tic  c h a n g e s  h e re  set o u t  
h av e been w on.
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T H E  P E O P L E  S H A L L  G O V E R N

5 TCT7.7 * *  lnd WonLan «*• " I 1fc* »  fo r  and stand as » candidate
for all bodies which make law«.
All the people shall be entitled to take part ia the administration a4 the countrv 
The rights of the people shall be the tame regardless of race, colour or sea. 
All bodies of minority n»*e. advisory boards, councils and autbonua shall be 
replaced hr democratic organs of self-government.

A L L  N A T IO N A L  G R O U P S  S H A L L  H A V E  E Q U A L  R IG H T S !

sbuit*^  ” 5 W t f .  in ih# ■■ th o ch o o ls
fo r a ll national groups and races; * —v  -
A ll national groups vhall be protected by law  a g a iaa  insults to th e ir race and 
national p ride; • • — -  •
A ll people shall have  equal rig h ts  to  use th e ir o v a  languages aad  to  develop  
th e ir own fo lk  c u ltu re  and  customs;

P t^ achin f in d  practice o f n a tio n a l, race o r  co lour discrim ination and con­
tempt shall be a pun ish ab le crim e : #*
A ll apartheid  law s an d  practices sh a ll be set aside.

TH E PEOFLX SHALL SHAJLX IN TH E  COUNTRY'S WEALTH!

■Ihe nauon al w eaiiii o f o u r co u n try , the heritage  o f a ll South A fricans, shall be 
restored to the  people;
The m ineral w ealth  beneath the  so il, th e  banks and m onopoly indtacrv shall be 
transfer ted to (be o w nersh ip  o f  the  people as a v h o le ;
A ll o th er ioduM bes and  trad e  sh a ll be contro lled  to amist the  well-being o f the 
people:
^  sh a ll have equal rig h ts  to  trade w here they choose, to m anufacture
and to en ter a l l  tradet,crafts and  professions.

T H E  L A N D  S H A L L  B E  S H A R E D  A M O N G  T H O S E  W H O  
W O R R I T !

Restriction of land ownership on a racial basis shall be ended, and all the land 
re-divided amongst those who work it, to banish famine and laad hunger: 
The state shall help the prasaata with implements,-seed, tractors and dams to-._ 
save the soil and assist the tillers.;
Freedom of movement shall he guaranteed to all who work on the land: 

^AU shall !lave the right to occupv land wherever they  choose;
Peopl* be rwfcbod cattle and forced labour and farm prisons 
shall be abolished. 3----- —

A L L  S H A L L  BE E Q U A L  B E F O R E  T H E  L A W

“kail he imprisoned, deponed or restricted 
Na ana shall ha condemned by the order of any govern 
The courts shall be representative of all the people;
I sa prison meet shall be only b r  serious crimes against i 
at re-cdiacatmn. not vengeance;
The palace force and army stall be open to all on an equal hast 
helpers aad protectors of the people;
All laws which discriminate on the grounds of raee. colour ot 
repealed.

T H E R E  S H A L L  B E  W O R K  A N D  S E C U R IT Y !

All *  bo work .haU be free (o form trade un.on*. m  elect their officer, and to 
■*** agreetnenu with thesr employers; 1
The state shall recognise the right and duty of a l  is work, and to  draw full 
unemployment benefits;
Men and women of all races shall receive equal par for equal work; 
There shall be a forty-hour working week, a nntaonal minimum wage, paid 
annual leave, and sick leave foe all workers, and masernity leave on full pav for 
all working mothers:

» Musers, domestic workers, farm workers and civil servants shall have the same. . .  .... . . .  •
C hild  la b o J r . com pound u W r .  the t o t i v u e i n T a f S lWCTK i~ u t » r i —  
abolished.

n p il- S 0 0 1 3  ° F L E A R N IN C  A N D  C U L T U R E  S H A L L  BE

T h e  govern m ent sh a ll disenver. develop and encnmrage national ta lent fo r  th e  
enhancem en t o f  o u r  c u ltu ra l life ;
All the cultural trca.ure, oi m aakiad .hall be o p e . .  all. hv free cachanrt ol 
books, ideas, an d  contact w ith  o th er lands;
T h e aim oI  education .h ail be t»  in c h  .h e vouth »  t o n  their people and their 
culture, to honour human brotherhood. liberty and peace;
Educauoa .h all be free, n o g a i a n ,  u ai.eT u l aad rquil (or all children; 
H ifher crfucaiioa and i n h a o l  training .hall be »*ened to aU h . mean, o f  .tale 
allouaacm  aad ich otanh ip. w ard ed  on the bauaotf m rriu  
Adul. illiteracy .hall be eaded by a n u u  Mate rducm ioa plan;
T eachers.hall have aH the r i^ h a o f  uther citiieim
The colour bar m  cultural life. ia .port and in tdtacauau .hall be abolished.

T H E R E  S H A L L  BE H O U S E S . S E C U R IT Y  A N D  C O M F O R T !

.  AU.p* ? <f  *** "  •“* "  Ih*  "<*« -  live .here the. tl>.......to be dec rod. botucd.
aad ro bring up'their famtlaa (a comfort and t a u t s e .  .
fn u ^ d  bou.in{ .pace 10 be irail.ble to the *  —  • "  ->*i
Real aad price, .hall be lo-ered. food plentiful t u  a .  one .haU fa  hungry;.
A pre.ra.,.e health Kheme.hall be run b . the Kate:

- ' a t ^ t a ^ t i o .  .hall be pro. ^  for ,11. .ith  .p ^ a l care
roe mothers and roung chiLlrv^; • V w .  „ .
Slums ahall be demolished and new suburbs busk where all have trinsJSn?" 

u lighting, playing fields, creches and social <

fair trial; 
st official;

and shall be the 

r belief shall he

r

------»----- »• n w «*s in s social cmtres; , v
» * *  0rph* “ - ,h*  and the sick shad be cared for by the state;?
« e *. leisure and recreation shall he the right of all;
Feucsd b m is s s  aad gbenoes shall he abolished and laws which break up,
Camalsm shall he repealed. "

T H E R E  S H A L L  B E  P E A C E  A N D  F R IE N D S H IP !  ’

A L L  S H A L L  E N JO Y  H U M A N  E IG H T S !  *

The lav shall guarantee to alt their right ta speak, in organise, in meet together, 
m publish, m preach, in worship and u* educate their children;
The privacy of the house from police raids shall he protected by law; 
All shall he free to travel without restriction from countr yside to sown, from 
P” >"»ce tn province, and from South Africa abroad.
Piss law*, permits and other laws rot riding these fn

South Africa be a fully independent state, which rejects the rights snd sever-I Afri 
etgnity af a

Sowth Africa shall «rive tn maintain world peace asad the settlement of all inter- 
aataonal dispute* by negotiatinn —  mm war;
Pence and friendship amongsa all our people shall he sacured by upholding the 
equal rs«hm. opportunities and status of all;

I"® !* ^  protectoraaea —  Basutoland. Hrrhmanaland and Swaziland —  
shall be free tn decide for themsrtvm their own futuee;
,  ‘be peoples of Africa to iadependessee and self-government shall

\  and shall be the k n u  af clnse c

Let a ll w ho love th eir people and th eir coancry note t a y .'a i  w« u t  here* 

T H E S E  F R E E D O M S  W E  W IL L  F I G H T  F O R . S ID E  BY S ID E . T H R O U G H *  
O U T  O U R  U V E S  U N T I L  W E H A V E  W O N  O U R  L IB E R T Y , j i ______________



as adopted at the Congress of the People on 26 June 1955

ZULU

i cHArm r m a u m o  ro .

T3 WANA

IOKWALOIWA D rtS W A J d lO  ISA KGOLOLOSEGO 
> a ia  Is i « n |i r * . i  kwt Kopwoag r i  Sralubt kadi 2f i t • l»M.

U i M h a i m

BONKZABANTU BAYOBA NTGL'NYA KWEZOMBUSO!
z o n x i m m  zttokl sa  n a x a lu x g elo  a u n g a .n a y o*

BO.'.XZ ABA-STL' BAYOKW.ASELA.NA NCOm.UNCA.NAYO EMNOTWWEM 1 
CJMLABA UYCXW \m W A N A  NGOKUUNGA.NAY0 KULABO ABAWUSEBENZAYO!

c o r.T d  l x u n u i  u y o ph a th w a  ngend lela  efa.n a y o  k w e z o m t h e t h o :
WONXI LMUNTU UYOBA NEGLVYA LOKLSEBE.NZ1SA AMALUNGE10 OBUNTU! 

KUYOBA NI>GS£3ENZI NOKUMXELEXA EM5E3E.YZIXI!
a h  ir.a s a  o x u i u n d a  k a n y e  x a .h a 'i k o  a y c v u le k a !  <
KUY0KU8A XEZC.DAWO ZCO.iB.VH .IZINDlUt. NOKUVTXILEKA KAXYI 

SENTOKOMALO!
KUYOKL'BA NOKVTHULA NOSLGA.NE!
HAXI7W BON'KE ABABArtVUAYO ABA.VTU SABO KAXYI NEZWE LkBO. BAiHO 

KHONA MAN)!. NjlNGGBA .-W in  SiiHO LlfKA: - — -
iT N K u a ii jio  s n r o Y a ic r u  sisiUNYi, su-h asene . k u y o y o .n x i  lmpilo y ethu  
S3 £  ; m  AMA1UNGEX0 HMU ESKULULiKO.

ISONGA

’A BA TIMf AWHO TA NTSHUNXDCO HILAHA I I  AMUKZUWEXJ HAXONA EXA 
!*THUNGHXrANO YA YANHU »  T l26 EHOTAVUTDLA i m .

VANM! KN TTV O V •. TA VA N1 .'CT-M F ” C W.7 FUXA KU "J HAVA
x riL A \s x ia .\p " j  xa T iv jc * .. .m 'k l o v o  s l ::2e  slm sew u .

TO.XU-.A KC.TTTATO Tl TA V . NT TCS’.O H O  TO FA.VA. n  m l  Tl THULA n  
HLAlliEKA KC UJ.-GA.VA SHANSI KA S A W .  

v a .* h u  H D -m rA vo v .i  t a  a v r i t t a  a s t r o  r a  t k o .
TKO »J TA AVS'ITA H5J5TTAVO LAVA VA .VGA a  TCUOLA. LLSTTAKU KU 

fSTJTWA M.-JCTAX5A. MJVJIO SA  t'O N A  T U  TA PFU.NETA SSTSITrANA HI 

lM L 3 0 tA \T 3 B 3 .
JLW V CD TA f .  !i*. VAJWi CU FJ?:GAXA. A SB NGA HA VI NA KU BOHTWA KL 

-VGA S B U r c i  
tA EH l' JBNKW.V/O V A TA VA .V! TEIfAKT.O TA VCNA.

j c a w v  u v i  i’.TL i v  n » .r  c ~ t o  a n  y i  r.» i t s s r t a .  
u m w i a  s i  k u  n w r r j A  - t h  t a  v a  s c x i  l a s i a  v a n i i u  v a  n g a  t a  

i u  ^ r T A  x i t . - . - . .  i T T  r . i  y c  v a  t h u u  v a
HIA ilSi<A  K t f v  .itX iH O Y A U iO .

r c iD tr iA T o n v c r  -  . t a .-c v  .•> . i  t o . . .- .  v « .  s a * * o n a  d y i m k o  y i ta

VA YA J t ’.M  NA * t c . l .  Y ITTH H W l :.OA I l  i i l E U l .
TO TA v a  XI IlNOiV. To IO-\»lSrx.A XT Kli 15HA3ISEXA KAHU. VN WA.VA M 

L-N'WANA U TA TOIAJLi LAJH A LAVAX.I KONA 
KU TA VA M  KU R-’T-^V S i VEXHAXA. Af'IK.4-0Z0.NGA *1 TA TDCUUUTE1A KV 

BH tlA  K.1 MTSAVA. M  Kl II31SA M.UJZ010XCA HI KU VUIAVX1US.C(A. KU 
NGA H NA NY1JU-L

w s k t  w o  L ava v a  j h .a j .d z a x a  v a n h u  m  to c o  h a  v o n a  a  v a  v u u  u s v j  
LANDZELtKA. NA HLNA H] VTLAXA KUtONA LAHA: KU TSHUNXIKA
10KU HI U KAHH1 HI PfUNANA. HI KALA HI YA T5HUNXZKA.

B N D A

THZNDOONZTIWA YA UOFHOIOWO (U  twm twm t t d m  tbm G w.hupM  h 
W k l t h t a m | .

VHATHU VHA DO FHIWA MA.VXDA A U OIKKETHELA MUVHUSO.
TSHAJL\ DZOTHE DZI DO VHA NA Pf ANILO DZIUNGANAHO 

VHATHU VHOTH1 VHA DO *A N A  T5H1PIDA TSHA UTTUMO tU U  SHANGONJ. 
MAVU A DO KHFTHEKANYTWA NGA U UNGA.NA VHUKAT1 HA AVHO VHA 

NOASHUMA.
VHOTHZ VHA DO UNGANA RWANDA HA MULAYO.

V H O na VHA DO Dm nNA n g a  THENDEIO DZO TTAHO HUVWl NA w u n jf i

a h m v t h u .
HU DO VHA NA MUSHOHO NATSIHEUDZO 
SilNANGO YA PfUNZO NA MVEIEUI DO VUIIWA. -

HU DO VHA NA MADZUIO. U TSOELEDZIA NA MUTAJCAIO VA MUYA. 
HU 0 0  VHA NA MUUIO NA VHUKONANI.
•OTHI U N I (A  fUNA VHATHU VHOTHI NA SHANGO LAVHO KHA U. SAMUS1 II  

T S a  KHOU AM BA A/HA. MBOFHOIOLO HEY1 U  DO I IW UA. 1 0  IMA lO T H l 
VHUTSHHONI HASHU HOTHt U SWQOLA U TSHI DO KUNDA KA WANA 
HBOEHOLOWO Y ASHU.

BATHO BA TLA NEWA TETLA 1 E TLET5ENG YA GO NNA LE SEABE MO PUSONG.
MOKOKO OTIHZ A SET5HABA A TLA NNA LE DITETlA KA BOTLAIO MO GO TSOTUa 

TS£ DI AKANANG LE MOLAO.

BATHO BOTLH1 BA TLA NEWA TFILA YA GO rTHUSA KA BOTLAIO MO DOCUNGONC 
LtLEXUOLANAGA.

MMUSO O H A  1ZTULELA O B IO  THUSE BADOU BA N.VCA GO E DOUJA KA MOO BA KA 
rTHUSANG KA TENG

MOAO O TLA DU05rWA MO ^ATHONG BOTLHE GO iA  K O T O L O IW I.^___ _________
DKGATCLEIO LE DKGETHOLOLO T50TLHE TSA BATHO DO TLA FEDISWA MME 

BOTLHE BA TLA NEWA TETLA YA CO LEKANA FA PEI1 GA MOL.AO.
BADOU BOTLHE BA TLA NEWA DtTSHWANELO TSE 01 TLET5ENG TSA GO 
DOLA BA rlUMETSE.

MMUSO O TLA BULA DDCGOtO TSOTLKE TSA THUTO LE BOfTOEDI C O U  DI TU DI 

DBUSIWE KE BATHO BOTLHE KA MOKGWA O O KGOTSOFATSA.NG. >
MMUSO O TLA LAME1A BATHO BOTLHE KA MATIO. T L H O M A ^L I THOKGAMO 

MME NAGA YOTLHE E TLA DOUSIWA KA MOO GO T5HW ,\NE1ANC.
AflUKA-BOIWA E NNE NAGA E E KEMET5ENG U  BOTLUO MME E SEXEGELE 

KUTLWANO LE BOTSLANO LE DINAGA TSA BAAGOANL
A BOTLHE BA BA IATA.NG BATHO LE NAGA YA BOTH SA BCEJAANONG JAAKA IE 

BUA MO BA BE; U  TLA LWELA DKGOLOLOSECO TSE BE EMA.Nl THOKO 
BOT5HELO JWA BONA BOTLHE GO FTTLHELA BE B O (U  KGOLOLOSEGO.

SOUTHERN SOTHO 
LENGOLO LE PHATLALATSANG DITOKELO 

TSA TOKOLOHO 
(Le amohetswe sebolceng se seholo sa baiho mohla 26 Phupjant 

1955)

BATHO BA TLA NEWS MATLA A ILETSENG A HO BA LE KABELO MMUSO NO 
BATHO BA MEFLTA YOHLE BA TLA BA LE DITOKELO TSE TLET5ENG HAM- 
MOHO LE TSHIRELETSO MOLAONG.
BATHO BOHLE BA TLA BA LS KABELO E TLE75ENG MORLONG WA NAHA. 
NAHA i  TLA AROLELWA BOHLE BA TL.A.NG HO E SEBETSA MME BA THL.SWA
KE MMUSO.
BATHO BA TLA LEKANA PE LA MOLAO HO SE LEENIO KAPA KGETHOLLO.

• KCATELLO LE KGETHOLLO DI TLA FED 1S*A MME BATHO BA TLA FUWA
____ _ DITOKELO TS A BOTHO KA SOTLALO. -

BASEBETSI BA TLA NE'A V TSHIRELETSO LE 3TTSHWA.NEL0 TSE TLETSENG 
HORE BA 5EBETSE KA BOIKETLO.
KIKGORO TSA THLTO DI TLA BLLELWA BOHLE MME BATHO BA KGOTHA- 
LLETSWE HO NTSHETSA PELE DI TALENTE TSA BONA TSA THUTO. i 
MMUSO O TLA HLOKOMtL \  HORE BATHO BCHLE BA NA LE MATLO EB1LE BA 
PHEL A KA BOIKETLO.
AFR1KA-BORWA E TLA BA ,HA E IKEMET5E>G KA BOTT-ALO E BUSANG KA 
TOKA MME E PHEDIS.ANA KA KUTLWANO LE DINAHA TSE SAP1LENG LE 
YOSA.
A BOHLE BA RATANG BATHO LE NAHA VA 9CINA BA BUE MMOHO 1WALEKA 
HA RE RE:
RE TLA LWANELA DITUKCLOHO TSENA. RE THUSANA BOPHELONG BCHLE 
BA RCNA HO FIHLELA RE FUMANA BOLOKCLOHI.

XHOSA
UXWEBU LWAMALUNGELO ENKULULEZO (N jc a io k w a m k el-a  k»ay» 
kwmhlansano Y* Bantu nforahUlu 26 June 19)5)

AB.\NTU BAY.% KLL.WVLLA.
ZQNKE IZ1Z A E Zl> A K l l  iV JA N  V
A i W T V  BAY A K 'v KHL'-I I'L V SA  N " * '2 tr i" E 3 B  D E L IZ ^T .
t.MHLABA L YA kU AHLL' KW  V W 'S tL tM J .O iA  PH AKATH1 KWABO
3-AiEBENZ.A K L ^ O .
BONKE A BANTU B \Y  \  K l !  "  X C TK " - ^ I T H E T H W E N I .
BO SkE A 3  \NTL* BAY \  L.A -L  N
KL'YA KL’BAKHO L M SEB eN /I N O x .f  'C L E x
MNGCANGO ZEM FLNOO N E / U 3 L M L  «Att \  w ZIYA KLVL*L£kA. #
KL YA kL D A kH O  iZ IS O L L . L k H o E i r . * * )  .‘• f k l  P H ILA  ILVKLHLE- 
KLYA k L B A  k H O  LXOLO N O B LH L O tO .
BONkE ABO BANTU V B A T H \N O \ ABANTU \r:_ L ^W E  LABO MABXTH1
N JEN G O kO  SISITSHO \P H  \  B \T H !
SIYA k L Z IL ^ E L A  EZ1 VTLOSO ZE> kLLL L ciU T  SiS.VM Cr. XNE. LBOM I BETHU 
BONkE. UESILIPHLM ELELE 1D \B I L EN K LLLLZkO .

N. SOTHO
S40LA 0 WA DITOKELO TSA TOKO LOCO
YEO E AMOGETSWEGO KONKRESENG (KGOBCKANONG) YA SETSHABA YEO 
EBEGO E SWERWE KA DI 26 JUN1 1933.

SETS HA BA SE TIO  BUSWA k £  MOETAPELE SE MO KGETH1LEGO GOBA 
MOETAPELA VO SETSHABA SE MO RATAGO.
DIHLOPHA KA MOKA TSA SETSHABA 01 TLO »A LE DITOkELO TSE SWAN AGO 
GOBA DITOkELO TSE LEkANAGO.
SETSH ABA KA MOKA SE TLO ABELANA MAHL.MO A LEFASE LA GABO BONA. 
NAGA KA MOKA E TLO A BEL W A BOHLE BAO 1A E SOMETSEGO.
MOLAO O TLO TLEMA SETSHABA KA MOKA KA GO SWANA.
SETSHABA KA MOKA SE TLO IPSHINA ILK DITOkELO TSA SON A.
GO TLO BA LE MESOMO LE TSHIRELETSO GO SETSHAilA KA MOKA. 
MENYAKO Y A THUTO LE SETHO E TLO BULEL* A SETSHABA KA MOKA KA GO 
SWANA. •
GO TLO BA LE MAOULO A KGOTSOFAT5AOO. GO SWANA LE DINTLO. 
TSHIRELETSO LE BOIKETLO SETSHABENG RA viOKA.
SETSHABENG KA MOKA GO TLO BA LE KHUTSD LE SETSWALLE SA NNETE. 
BOHLE KA MOKA BAO BA RATAGO SETSHABA LE LEFASE LA GABO BONA BA 
BOLELA KA LENTSU LE TEE BA RE: RE TLO L *  A%ELA DITOKOLOGO TSE RE DI 
NYAKAGO KA MO RE KA KGONAGO KA COfVA BOPHELONG KA MOKA BJA 
RENA GO FIHLELA RE FENYA GOMME RA HW FISA TOKOLOGO YA K GO NT HE.

Let a l l  w ho love (h e i r  people a n d  th e ir  c o u n try  now  say. as we u v  here: 

T H E S E  F R E E D O M S  W E  W IL L  F I C I I T  F O R . S ID E  BY S ID E. T H R O L 'C H -  

O U T  O U R  L IV E S  U N T I L  W E  H A V E  W O N  O U R  L I B E R T Y .-------------------------
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