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The Town Clerk 

RHINI TOWN COUNCIL 

P.0.3ox 376 

Grahamstown.614^

Dear Sir
RHIKI 10Hh COUNCIL'S REFUSAL TO GRANT GRACA THE USE OF

"Ha l l s  i n  "Grahams  to --------------------

A.Or. 5 January 1984 your Council cancelled GRACA's booking for 8 /1 /1984  
(Koluthando Hall) without giving any reasons.

ojvn 3 February 1984 your Council confirmed our booking for 5 /2 /1984 ,
Dut on the same 5 /2 /1984  your Council cancelled our booking,without 
gi7ing any reasons.

C.Mr P.V.Nkayi booked the 23 and 24 /5 /1984  for use of Noluthando and 
Albert Halls,but Mr.Loots refused, giving the following reason;
Graca says the Rhini Town Council is a "Toyshop".

D.Bookings for 30 and 31 /5 /1984  were refused by Mr.Loots who re-iterated 
that Graca ,will never get permission to use the community halls again 
because Graca says the Rhini Town Council is a "Toyshop".He told Mr. 

K.D.Sandi that he(Mr Loots) had told Mr.Nkayi the same thing.Mr.Loots 
refused to take the application letter.

Graca would very miich wish to remind your Council one l ittle ,but  very 
important thing:
Your Council was elected by no more than 4 ,6  percent of eligible voters 
in tr.e Black Townships. This says very much for the type of democracy 

-tha~ obtains in South Africa as a whole.Your undemocratic refusal to
Graca the use of community halls is testimonial to the fact that 

:nly the offspring is a sick thing,but the mother is very much the

(: . .!r. Celliersjnas your Courcil considered thoroughly the implications 
: :  this actior. in terms of the general profile which the South African 
>  verr..nent is trying to display,not only in South Africa,but also to 
~.".r international community?

( i :  ).!r .Celliers,Graca believes that you. have a working knowledge of 
Administrative La.v. Low, in terms of law,how would you justify this 
ilatar.t deprivation of rights , freedoms and privileges?

(iii)Graca is aware of the fact that your Council has some discretionary 
powers,but believes that such powers should have been published 
according to accepted legal principles so that the people being 
affected by them could read,and respond to them accordingly.

(iv)Graca believes that your Council has erred in refusing Graca use of 
the Community Halls ,not only because Graca believes that your Coun
cil acted ultra-vires, but also because Graca is the bulk of the peo
ple who pay for the Community f a c i l i t i e s , including the halls.

(v)G raca puts it  to you ,Mr.Celliers ,that  your Council did not reach a 
unanimous agreement on the issue of denying Graca the use of the 
Community .Halls. Indeed, the decision was probably made by a large 

minority. “ to be sp ecif ic ,M r .Ce ll iers .it  was you and your Mayor who



cade this decision.

(vi)Graca believes that for your Council to deny it  the use of communi
ty halls because Graca says the Council is a "Toyshop" is not only 
childish,but a further proof that the "Emperor has no clothes".

(vii)Graca deplores going to your meetings to deny you the chance of 

misleading people- because:

a. you are exercing your"democratic"right, albeit deceptively;
b. you will eventually use our attendance and humiliation of your 

Council as an excuse for calling in your "strong arm"- the Security 

Police .

( v i i i ) Graca cannnt believe why a Rhini Council, backed by such a power
ful and ruthless machinery, should not permit Graca- an organiza
tion whose back-up is the people and the truth only-the use of 
community h a l ls .O r ,is  the truth dangerous?

(ix)Graca cannot believe that your Council is afraid of the people for 
that will be tantamount to saying that your Council is not surppor- 
ted by the people- a necessary factor for its existence.

( x )Be fair ,Mr.Celliers,permit  us the use of these halls-consider the 
orinciDle 'Audi alteram partes'- in the interests of the community. 
Graca wants to tell the people what it  considers to be in their 
interests, exuressly why Graca was formed by the people.By denying 
Graca use of"these halls,whose interest is your Council serving Hr. 
Celliers? Graca suspects your Council is serving no interests of the 
Government; no interests of  the communityjno interests of the East 
Cape Development Board;no interests of the Rhini Town Council;but the 
interests of one or two Rhini Town Councillors.

( x i ) For advice, ..ir. Celliers , assist  your Rhini Town Council with informa
tion so that its actions do not cause an embarrassment to your 
seniors ar.-] the Government .Graca administrative staff  have found the 
follov»int~ book very useful in local government issues:

Local Government Law. Volume 1- General Principles.
(..:eyer,J v'£.Ad-iir.. -Assistant Clerl: of the Council, City Council

o'" Johannesburg. ■
(::: i )i-'l«- =.-« be advised tl at Graca is backed up by a powerful legal te r:, 

a: ' nr.F alre re fc-r; r " t f o r  legal consi deration. Ti:f-
+.o take ].-».al a'*t'or 

■ ' •• i 1 ; .. r---- -i c +•,?. t j I; j y Gr-.ca' s :noR»!r ti.-r.t t! > '

i • + r- 'oforen i f this is ahsolvtely r ~ - -s ;.....;
- * 1  ̂ ‘ - * ;•*>-• •• •••: *>-.•» -hat -;511 * o !:<=ti<"r than buying  tv-: o *

i n  e i ~.i u f1 •- i r.i. Town C o u n c i l .

” . -• . i v i /. .* •■-ro'-'i r»oll.1  '.vill r ‘-f*r.r
;r  i; 1 :.V M’rirj); s tat r.i tr.a“ tJie people of Graha nr tr.vr
____  -.-r.- ; ’ . r-;.t: '• t when tiiey d i d  n »t vote .ho-• tru* . T'**-- o* 1
• -. 'r t. ? ? ” !.Tessinr their acceptance of the nrevious

~:;.r.cil •-'.*3’o.berr . l.ct- Lr.{ can be further from the truth.
...e of --raha:stDwr stayed away from the polling booths expressly
: r c au s e they i o not only reject the Council incunber. ts , but they reject 
= r.f abhor thr* council pvrton i t s e l f . I n  fact, the people go a steT; furti.tr 
•rr-an that:They reject and detest Apartheid,a grand system which has give 

rise to these councils.

A copy of this letter has been posted to the Chief Director for perusal 

= rA  consideration.

Yours faithfully 
for Grac:

^prrr>h'V tl D SANDI
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