THE TREASON TRIALS
DEFENCE FUND

ASKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT

® TO HELP TO PAY
THE COSTS OF LEGAL DEFENCE.

® TO BRING RELIEF
TO THE DEPENDANTS OF THE
ACCUSED WHO ARE IN NEED.

The families of the accused are making immense efforts and painful
readjustments to manage in the absence of the breadwinner.

These Dependants need your help.

Even although the lawyers engaged are charging far less than their
normal scale of fees, and a great deal of legal work is being done entirely

without charge, over the months essential legal costs become extremely
heavy.

WILL YOU HELP:

The Trustees of the Fund are:

The Rt. Rev. Ambrose Reeves (the Bishop of Johannesburg);
'

Mr. Justice F. A. W. Lucas;

Dr. Ellen Hellmann;

Mr. Alan Paton.

We will collect donations if you telephone: 33-5901.

SEND DONATIONS T0O

The Treason Trials Defence Fund, Box 2864, Johannesburg
or

5, Trades Hall, Kerk Street, Johannesburg.

A NATION-WIDE FUND HAS BEEN
OPENED

The Treason Trial Preparatory Examination started in Decem-—
ber, 1956.

There are 156 accused. They belong to all four of the main ractal
groups of the country—104 Africans, 23 Europeans, 21 Indians and
7 Coloured people. Among them are 18 women.

The accused come from all walks of life. Some of them are well-
known, but very few have any means.

*

THE OBJECTS OF THE TREASON
TRIALS DEFENCE FUND ARE

TO PAY FOR LEGAL DEFENCE

TO PROVIDE RELIEF FOR THE DEPENDANTS
OF THE ACCUSED WHO ARE IN NEED.

THE FUND WILL REQUIRE AT LEAST £100,000

*

Of this Fund, the late Archbishop of Cape Town, Dr. Geoffrey
Clayton, wrote:—

“I very much hope that the Fund may receive generous and
widespread support. I hope and believe that there are many people
in all parties, and also among those who, like myself, are not
members of any party, who believe that a man is to be regarded
as innocent until he is proved guilty ... It is of the greatest
importance that those who are accused should not only have, but
be generally seen’ to have, a fair trial . . .

I cannot believe that there is anyone, whatever his political
belief, who is not anxious that justice should be done. The
purpose of the Fund is to secure, as far as is possible, that this
should happen.”



COFY of a letter from the Trustees of the Treason Trials Defence Fund,
Johannesburg, S.Africa, dated 8th March, 1957, to-the-Editor of
The=Pimés, -Printing Houee~Square,~ London. fisbe¥s -

7L L _ (U)
Dear Sir, REWL

We wish, on bebalf of the Treason Trials Defence Fund, to express
our sincere thanks to Ch;iét;;;*Ac£16ﬁL}or the generous contributions i:!hgéﬁhq
made to the Fund and for its continuing efforts to bring the needs of the Fund
to the attention of the people of the United Kingdom.

We are appreciative not only of this greatly needed material help
to assist in paying the legal costs of defence and in bringing some measure of
relief to the dependants of accused who are in need, but of the spontaneous spirit
which prompted this support.

It is immensely heartening to know that our realization of the signi-
ficance of the impending trials is shared and that, both in the United Kingdom
and South Africa, there is so appreciable a number of people who, in their
affirmation of the principle that every man shall be presumed innocent until
proved guilty in a court of law, are prepared to support this case.

We have also been informed that the Fund will soon be receiving
substantial contributions from the Eritish Labout Party and the Trade Union
Congress, To these organigations, too, the Fund is glad to be able to express
its gratitude in public.

Yours sincerely,

(Sgd.) F.A.Iucas Alan Paton
Ellen Hellmann Ambrose Johannesburg

TRUSTEES.



Dear Sir,

e ~ich, on behalf of the S.uth Africa Treuson Triuls Defence
Fund, to express our sincere thunke to Christlan sclion for the
gener us contributions it hus mude to the Fund as a resull of its
sp-ciul app.ul in Britain and for ite continuingz efforts *» bring
the necds of those urrasted and their uvcpcenouanis ©o the Liiention
of the people of the United Kingdom,

.€ arg uppreciutive not only of this gre.tly n cded wmit.rial
nelp 1o ussist in puying the legul costs of defence - n¢ in bringing
gome me.cure of reliel tu the depend.nts of uccuszd whe (re in
need, out of tne egpontanceds spirdl whlch b oo oruipiss oola support,

It 19 iwacneely wseartening lo know thut our re.lizitiova of the
significunce of the imperding trisis is shured vuu that, woth in
the United Kinpdom and South . ferica, thers ig so p.reciublc o number
0i peopde who, &n their .ffiruation of the principle thut uwvery
et shuell he presumed innoc.nt until provazd gulity in o courl of
law, wre preputved to sup,ort chie

6 h ve wlso been inlormed thai the Puno wili .con bs receiving
jud glantiul contrioutions Ifrouw tihh. British Latour & rity ne e

r.ug Unilon Congreag, To th.:se ocgunizuiions, itoo, th. Fuano is

1 % to be uble to ouprese its gratitude in puviic,

« =}

Yours sinc rely,

ne LUG.LE ylan koton

(Sga.) r,
Cllen [1.1lmsnn nmoriee Johann sourg
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PHONE: 33-5901 P.O. BOX 2864
JOHANNESBURG

TREASON TRIALS DEFENCE FUND

TRUSTEES:

THE HON. F.A.W. LUCAS

THE RIGHT REV. AMBROSE REEVES.
(BISHOP OF JOHANNESBURG)

DR. ELLEN HELLMANN

MR. ALAN PATON
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COMMISSION OF THE CHURCHES ON [INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS
oo der EgTT poarterattarss Tnermadorsier  EStablished by  Kommision der Kirchen fur internstionale Angelegenhei
The World Council of Churches and The International Missionary Council

Secretary Chairman: Sir Kenneth Grubb, C.M.G. Executive Secretary
Alan R. Boot - Fagl
* h. Director: O. Frederick Nolde Richard M. Fagley

Treasurer (London)

W. Douglas Menzies Treasurer : W, Rodman Parvin (New York) Cable: WORCIL, NEW YORK
Cable: INTAFFAIRS, LONDON 297 Fourth Avenue
59 Bryanston Street Representative in Europe : Elfan Rees New York 10
Marble Arch Cable: OIKUMENE, GENEVA New York
London, W.1 ORegon 4-5005
AMBassador 0091 17 Route de Malagnou

Geneva, Switzerland

Geneva, 36 71 30
KGG/DDT/d. _
LONDON OFFICE

The Rev. Canon. L. John Collins, 15th January, 1957.
2, Amen Court,
LONDON., E.C.4.

liy dear Collins, '

I enclose a copy of the letter written by lrs. Hellmann of
Johannesburg, whom you probably know, to Dr. van Beyma of the
World Council of Churches, Geneva. I thought you would like to
see this as towards the end it has some interesting observations
on the question of funds for defence in the Treason Trials

Kenneth G. Grubb.



copy to:Dr Visser 't HOOft( 3%

COPY OF £ LETTER: Dr. Cooke.
mr. House,
from - kirs.E.Hellmann, Mr. Garrett (not for
Johannesbury, publication. )
South Africa. 14, IMirst Avenue,
Houghton,
Uohannesburn

December 29th 1956.
Dr. U. H. van Beyma,
W.C.C.,
Geneva,

Dear Dr. van Beyma,

Thank 'you very much for your letter ¢ the 17th. I am
speaking on behalf of a whole group when I} ell you that the

expression of your interest and conc i ery heartening.

As you already doubtlessly k the fiwst three days of the
preparatory examination got no than ti prosecution's
opening address. The first da 1lly~nothipg happened, because
the proceedings could not be ‘a large number of accused
and so there was an adjouramen ng the installation of a
loud -dpeaker system. The second ning the prosecutor commenced
his address, In the aftgrnoom~the tion of bail was argued before
a judge. The third mophihg thd, Yros tion's address was completed.

The basis of the oh charge is that there was
incitement to overthro ing state by revolutionary
methods and to eskaflis clled people's democracy on the
basis of the c7§2un1st col s. Up till now, as you will
appreciate, no dence has been led. The presecution has quoted

from numerous bamphlets he weekly New Age, has referred to a
number but by nd means 411, of the accused, and the refrain seems
to have been tﬁe\{reeﬁdm/Charter (which you no doubt saw when you
were here). TheNpreparutory examination will take at least six
weeks - some people think twice as long. It will come on again
on Jan, 9th. And it is only at the end of that examination that
the actual charges will be formulated.

One can only describe the accused as an extremely mixed bag.
I know only some of them and my own, strictly personal and quite
off the record oplnlon is that those people have not and never had
any thought "treason" I find it difficult to-believe that
anything in the nature of treason was planned by any. But,they,
I donﬁ't understand the law at all and what legal deflnitions of
treason are.

Cont../..



contee/ e -2 -

Meanwhile, of course, it is all subjudice. No statements of any
kind are being made and it would of course be highly improper to

do so, The T. T. Defence Fund (Treason Trials Defence Fund) was set
up here - as announced in the Star of Dec. 13th - with what I
consider as an imposing list of sponsors and four trustees -

The Bishop of Jehannesburg, the Hon. Judge Lucus, Mr.Alan Paton

and me. The objects are to raise money to pay the legal costs

of defence; to offer bail; and t¢support tibse dePendants of

the accused who may be in need.,

Committees to raise money have starte lfunctioning in
Johannesburg, Durban and Capetown., } H\gii been done
about publicity yet - while the exam WA on and particularly
when that unfortunate shooting togk—place, -0t Would in any case
have got little space. So, at thHe-moment, I ddAt think auch over
£2,000 has come in yet. We shalLXk of Jepurse require very much more.
The trial will probably take ien 1s.d/Knd raising the money will
not be easy as many of the peogrm are at all well off are
frightened and many adopt t thexd\can't be smoke without any
fire" attitude. It was possihld to all the accused out on
bail on the evening of Fhe secowm daywithout using any money
from the Fund. Suretids/from pepple with the necessary bank
references were acceptadlt And, As the bail was much lower
(1£250 for Luropeans, £1VO\ for Iddians and £50 for Africans)
than originally antilpipateds e_feeded fewer people than we
had actually prenatred for.

I don't know if th;F? rather scrappy comments help you at
all, At the mOm&nt theve/are of course many problems to be dealt
witht the lines\ 0i_derence., who will conduct the defence and so
on., A liaison commititee with members of the Bar and side-bar

on it has been set up to advise on these matters.

I do hope you are well.

Vith kind regards and all good wishes for 1957,

Yours sincerely,

(s.) Ellen Hellmann,



On¢ of the nost cncouraging funturcs wns that tac
collecction, which was taikon after o simpls ~ppoerl, in contrast
to the moethods used 2t many muctings today 2nd in doforoncs to
thosc who dislike a 'worked! 2pp:nl, produced 21,303,

At a meeting wiilch had many impressive moments, the
most moving contribution probably camc from o spexikor vho could
not attena - Albert Imthull, Presidont of tho African National
Congr:ss of South africa, and ons of the 156 pzonls frcing
trial. ir. Luthuli had his mossage rocorded on t2ps 2nd swmugglcod
through to Conon Collins, who knows him porsonally. The
audicnes was hushed 2as Mr. Luthull sont this rnicssage to his
fellow-Christians in Britain:

"It is most fitting and ouncouraging that such a
chnllenging wecting should bo convenazd by a Christian Group;
for thc Church of Christ, if it is to be truc to tho mission
assigned to 1t by hor Haster, wmust boldly challenge the
consciance of ths rulcrs and tho pcoplos to cruate in their
countrics condit:ons that would bring about the rualisation
of Christ's programme whiclh He cnunci~tod to be to 'preach
good ncws to tho poor, proclalm roluasy to tha captives and
the rccovory of sight to the blind, to set froc the
oppresscd and to proclairn the acceptable yeor of the Lord.'!

"I spoak as onc bolonging to an oppresscd group - the
non-whites in the Union of South Africa - where discrimina-
tory, opprossive laws, in growing intonsity, arc bearing
hcavily on non-whitos. We aroc witnsssing a terrific on-
slaught by tho Apartheid policy of the Nationalist Govirnmont
on the limited civil libertics morc or lcss .snjoyed hitherto
by non-whitss. This is bringing about unpreccdontod human
suffering on non-whites in the country. The disastrous
displacoment of puoplo from tholr long-ostoblished homos, and
the¢ muzzling ~nd banishmont of pooplc who protcst against
thess and othor atrocious injusticus, ary the ordur of the day,

"But yot we arc not despondent. /G ara oncouragsd in
our struggle for frucdom by sccing our stand of opposing
aparthceid vindicated by tho justics of our causc and tho
undoubtted growth of tho freoedom front in our country. It is
nlso ¢ncouraging to us to find our czusc attracting tho
support of such orgenisntions as yours.

"I wish to s2y in 21l sincerity how much we appraciate
the support vwe are goetting from Christian .action and othor
Christi~sn =2nd sccular agencics in many lands. Long 1llve
Justice and fair play! Long live fruodom! ILong live .:frical”

Canon Colling said he did not proposc to ¢nlighten
Mr. Strydom about how ho mhraged to obt~2in this rucorded spacch
Gospite 211 tho nwethods of a polico-state. Thwn he scont this
warning to thu South african Proniocr:

"Mr. Strydom is o foolish mnan if ho scriousl:” bclicves
that racicl bigotry is a domsstic affair. On the contrary,
raci:list policics anywiwro arc a scrious threat to world
pcace. and racialism in South ..fricn is 2 sarious threat not
only to world puaco, but 2lso to tho integrity of tho British
Commonwenlth: it is a spucial concorn of the family, so to
spcck. It is our duty, I beclicve, to show Hr., Strydom nd
his supportors, and to show thom in a practicnl w2y, that wa
do not approvs of anyonc in the farily pursistontly behaving
2s 2 thug in the mrtser of huwman r:lationships.,



(4)

"I want to make it clsair to South .nfricans that
Christian action anGg, I am sura, all of us who 2rc hers
tonight arc not 2nti-ifrikancr nor onti-South .africa. many
white South afric-ns siarc with us in our detsrminntion to
help non-whitos cverywhore to a frece and full life. We are
concornad that opprossion wherovor it exists to bo with-
stood, and the opprcssud, wherover thoy aroe, be caria for
to the maximum of our ~bility."

The first specksr ot the meszting was ir. Gerald
Gardiner, ©.C., who went to South .ifricza nnd attended the opening
days of the preliminary hearing on behalf of Christian nction.
His detniled account of the constitutional position in South
Africa in generzl, 2nd the legal situntion at present, provided
an invaluable background to the later speeches.

His foctual manner, and his insistence that hz2 could
not commont on proceedings which are 'sub judice! (but which
did not mean that spezksrs were not entitled to statz what had
been said in open court), made even morc impressive these con-
cluding words of his specch:

“The Church hzs 2always, if I way say so, quite rigatly
acted with great caution in any matter remeotely political.
The Bar Council hos always actoed with great caution in any
matter remotely political, particularly where it affects other
countries. I do not regnrd it as accidental that this is the
first time in the history of the Church in England that it hos
organised ~ Fund to defend men and womon cherged with high
treason in a foreign country (which is a remorkabls thing if
you come to think of it) 2and it is the first time in tho
1istory of the Bar Council that thoy have beoen represcnted ot a
forcign trial.

"In ths last qurter of a cuntury we have soen Communism
and Faciswm 2% work in differcent countrizs abroad, and we are
well awaro of the factors which form such a leading part in
states of that kind. And many cof thase factors are increas-
ingly presont in South Africa today. Thero comes a point 2t
which I think it is irmoral to bo disinterestoud whon onc sacs
the development of these factors in anothor country.'

Father Trevor Huddlsston, C.R., who raceived z grea
ovation, doclarcd that the situxtion in South .ifrica focod
Christians with a particulnr problem which they could not ignora.

“Herc in this troason trinl? he s2id, "we have 2
suprome opportunity of showing that the conscience of this
country is not dend, but that we do desirc with all our hearvrts
to bo identifioed with those peopls wio ~rc¢ fellow citizens
with us of Her Mzajesty tho Quoen, 2nd who aro attompting to
maintain the standards of accency ~nd liberty which the
Commonwealth proclaims.

“and so I would urgo with all my hoart that tho most
practisnl thing that we can do ot this moment is to malke quitce
certain th2t those who arc facing this Trial arc given a fair
Trinl; and this wo con bost do by sceing thot they have the
best defonce that is available; and 21lso we can cxsrciso that
rary virtuc in these days of compassion for thoso ..frican
people who, owing to their oconomic poverty, arc going to
suffsr very grave hardship through 2 prolonged trial which will
kecp them from their work, ond which thoir wives and childron
will have to sharo.
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Please quote this reference on all replies

JH/VO'C/00

The Reverend

Canon L. John Collins,

2, Amen Court,
London. E.C.4.
Dear Sir,

Thanlz you for
I placed before umy

meeting, for their

It was agreced

to our mewmbershipe.

FPULTIAND DO T LOySnOnNg,

~ AV

Vaolopiyegee s 27 S JoazwW Y,

26th Msrch, 19567.

vour letter of.the 1lth March, which

Executive Councll
consideration.

at their last

at this mecting to donate the sum of
£5. 5. 0d to vour special fund, and T was instructed to
cav that we would be willing to distribute any literature
vou may have in connection with the South African Trial,

I have pleasure in enclosing herewith our cheque in

the above amount.

.9 tov0 1 (ol &

Yours sincerely
v 2

JOHN [HORNER
General Secretary

JUs,



2etn Wurecl:, 1957,

Devr ", Zorner,

Thank 7ou sc very wach {or the chegue vihi'ch
yvou-nave senl on vehali of your Union for tha Covi-tiar
Actlon arpeal in connection wilth the arrests in South
Airica.

T o wlan ezlrenely arataiul Leor your none

i suying that vou will be willirgs te aistrtbute an
lleruture In connecll-m with +ie T1rial to vour weniarshlip,
I hoee shortly to hove reudy o new leaflet vhich 1 vould
macti 1lke to lat vou heve: covld weu, af your kindneco,
give we an idea of Lhe number »f such leatlets won cauld
use?

I os1711 rewealer vl pL oaouwre our coetins Lo ether,
anu your very kRindl- drivins my wilte and me back home oo

Lhwal oveczsglon, I have ofloen intended to et v Louch =ith
you, partlculsrly vacn I savw that you Lea ned to meke 2 very
Ciificedy ceclialon some 1itile Lime ago. ity o~ alwars

I Iaveorn, 1t sccms Lhet one never meets anyone eyeept on

LTV U Y P I - [
Cith it resaidy,

John Yorner, liasqg.,
Generel Secretary,
¥ire Dripades Unton,
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UNITED NATIONS STUDENT ASSOCIATION

of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Member: International Student Movement for the United Nations

Hon. President : President :
THE RT. HON. THE VISCOUNT CECiL, C.H. IVOR KENNINGTON (CAMBRIDGE)
Hon. Vice-Presidents : Vice-Presidents :
SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON FYEE, F.R.S.C. PETER HOLWELL (LONDON)
RITCHIE CALTER, C.B.E. SUSANNE STEEN (LONDON)
MAJOR-GENERAL L. O. LYNE, C.B., D.5.0. Treasurer -
PAUL CADBURY, C.B.E. I PHILIP VINCE (CAMBRIDGE)
Senior Member : General Secretary :
JOHN COTTLE, M.A. (CANTAB.) CAROLINE BARBOUR, M.A. (EDINBURGH)

25 Charles Street, London, W.1

Telephone : GROsvenor 2784 Telegrams : Freenat, Audley, London.

16th January, 1957,
Miss Freda Nuell,
Secretary,
Christian action,
2 Amen (Court,
London ¥,C,4,

Dear JMiss Nuell,

Thank you very much for your letter, enclosing duplicated
notices about your special funds in connection with the arrests
in South Africa, It was most thoughtful df you to send them
zound by hand, and I hope that this was not of great inconvenience

o you,

We are encouraging all our branches to co-operate with
other student societies in arranging special appeals, and I am
sure that some of them will respond with enthusiasz, but I must
add that it is often difficult for the students to organise
continual campaigns of t»is kind, and although UNBA is not a
fund-raising body, we have just completed a large-scale Refugee
appeal, I know, however, that your cause has the sympathy
of all our members, and 1L hope that we can make some small
contribution to the valuable work which you are doing,

Yours sincerely,

Caroline Barbour
Secretary



WEST RIDING COUNCIL FOR AFRICAN AFFAIRS
President: FATHER TREVOR HUDDLESTON, C.R

CIlAIRMAN: TREASURER:

Lt. CoL. A. N. OVERELL Dr. R. V. PERYMAN

Grove House 35 Vesper Lane

Walton, Wakefield Leeds §
VICE-CHAIRMAN; SECRETARY:

MR. D. O. DENNIS MR. J. REX

26 Gipton Wood Place 25 Kelso Road

Leeds 8 Leeds 2

Dear Miss Nuell,

Thankyou for your appeal letters and other literature. I'm
afraid that it will not be possible to have a literature stall at Father
Huddleston's meeting. I could use some of your appeal leaflets, however.
I'd 1like to send out about 250 with the notice of this council's A,G.M. and
could distribute another 200 in connection with the inaugural meeting of
the Leeds and District M.C.F., of which I shall be Chairman. I don't know
how many you could let us have. Please send as many as you ¢an up to 500,

Yours sincerely,.
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