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R?.?earch nt, tnnror,

^the^ttitud^of^Occupants"^to 3 (Survey °fBoard Room, Council fo? So?or??^^ ng^H?u!ingJ .hela ln «>e 
Second Floor, Block 1 v - « 7 ’ aT Industrial Research,
Pretoria , on’̂ U l  ^ t V ^ m T a T ^

Present;

Dr. H. Sonnabend (Chairman;.

g f  • V o h . ™ . , ^ , , .

Mils5 s'. :national Building Research Institute).
In Attendanrp?

Vr. J. Delport (Rational Building Research Institute).

Apologies;
Mr. G.C. Bain.
Mr. G.I. Nel.

I• Convening_o f Meeting:

as Chairman^ho^hen^eclared t^e SStiSf’owS?"1"0*  Dr‘ Sonna^

presiding o™rbsuohSan \mrortant ^om?l t0 the °I,POTtunity ofstill v4y small but he The Committee was
Itag™ qMlify f°r oo-option would

2. rntroductorY-Statemen;t..J^MOreanising Secretly

Oo»mi«IeC™uld°beSHmi?ettto°con^/r%Sr t the function of « *only, which inclSded * ? " « { «  h0UsinS
house, the maisonette, n ats and *nv t™!! «? * conventional
beings used for dwelling' p o sts ' 7t L ?  bul^ ng ^ich human
; & » * $ ?  ; r ?  th.ere List"  * - ^ - 2 ?  that
Which governed suohSstan°ardst^”ithathetobj"ct°of 2£«Jt?lgl*tlon

mitted?ch t l tb̂ l sli l l0v ° ™ nh  * »  S M S  S S E i S . % -
National Building Research" Institute 12(!.^nal,arrangements in the

s r .the Directorate of Housing for atJBlipstinn tn V n  J by
for vrhich state loans werf to bj advanced Jh» 2 h°i'?1?e s“ emes 
and Industrial Research sat up a Res“ r^Committes°™ f°r.Scientific 
Standards of Accommodation. This Committee, generally spoken of

as/ ...



5f tMorminiS Gornrait " > ^hich meets under the chairmanship of 
thp i is a permanent sub-committee ofCouncil s Building Research Advisory Committee. It is widelv 
representative, its members being drawn from most organisations 
directly concerned with the nroblem of housing standards Its
S d s  of accoSm^r??t ° ° - ^ inate research into minimum standards of accommodation in dwellings and eventually to issup a
series of recommendations, some of which may lead to new codes of 

S E t ' l F K S  i egl3la?12n;v. The convenor po?n?ed Tt,hot ever, tnat it had been ruled that the work of the fnmmi+tla

*he Main Committee would have to consider the m*tt-PT» n-r 
minimum standards of housing accommodation in the widest sense*
s t a J a J d V w ^ M W ^ V 1? ^  *Z the «onaid«.tlSn  o f U n l Z n  ’ pnSirnnmfv,! ? J £wellinS> but would cover the whole housing
r?ohipm t ’ an  ̂ to^ch on “““y fundamental aspects of the housing problem. In order to carry out the work involved, thr ?

r s ^ ed by nine
(a) Survey Sub-Committees (Nos. 1, 2 and 3).
(b) Design Sub-Committees (Nos. 4 and 9).

(C) (Nos?°”f 6!e7Sanda8)?S with health and comfort factor..

Sub-Committees were then described in detail and thp 
scope of the work as a whole, as illustrated on the attached chart 
1 Q?R0U, iJ jWa? Pr?P°sed to issue an interim report in June*
nip nf "cfC V'r0̂  C chiefly with the Housing Commission's schedule of standards. Thereafter the work of the Committee would

?Sre {^amental consideration of the long-range problems involved in the study of accommodation standards for housing.
3• Terms of Reference:

?£ Reference were circulated, and the Chairman
wording up ^ * J " portant t0 §ive careful attention to the wording. He said thao the purpose of the Committee would be to ob-

aconcensus of opinion on housing, both as existins and as des
ired for uhe future. He stressed that it was important not only to 

H°r k1* housin? but in addition to know that the houses so 
f H n .iT0 wanted and accepted by the public. The task ofgetting the surveys going would be simplified by the fact that 

people seem to talk readily about housing. There were certain dis 
advantages though, such as the lack of objective standards for pSJf 
poses of comparison, and this would apply particularly in the case 
of non-Europeans, where, for lack of knowledge of better conditions, 
the People would be unable to express an opinion on projected higher standards of accommodation. v J a nignor

Agreed to recommend to the Main Committees

(a) ^he ???e °£ Sub-Committee No. 3 be amended to readSub-Committee to Survey the Attitudes of Occuuants towards Housing".
(b) That the investigation of the Committee will cover mainly 

coasting housing but would not be limited by the word 
"existing" and would consider in addition such new types 
of housing as may be desirable.

After/ ...



agreed̂ 'toi' fOTther dls™ ssi™  following Terms of Reference -ere

S i s  sSP '7 J: • s s f f .r .f t s r s "holde™. neighbourhoods froo the standpoint of the house- 

4' (a) Methods of Work•

the fo™ o^twr?4esg8oflur£ey- th5 ™ SUgatl°n Bl*ht tale 
opinions of householders,lilted in ?he’f?r,T^y.0f th?
su?vly carried°out Fon°the “ d e f f ^  ^ “ ^ P ^ o n

to voice their own views on housir?’ shoyld be encouraged
have to be sub-divided, and nosfibfv a T in surveys wouldtionnaires drawn up for the frm-r 5J? different types of ques-
Europeans, Africans, Coloureds and fqfn?? raC1^u groups, i.e. 

should'hoVho;fveJ> he suggested that the detailed survevs
As a tentative suggestion ^ups

1 in Pretoria (European.
J. in Johannesburg (Native, using the facilities of the 
n iry n „ „ , Jan Hofmeyr School).
- m  oape Town, (Coloureds, in collaboration with ProfEaton).
m  Durban (Asiatics, in collaboration with Dr. de Vos), 

be possible “  *°°M

otL? b^d? al!dUMinSrSUrV??r 1 S belng or had been made bv any

ments of Social studsuggested, writing to the nine depart- lutnt/t) oi oociai otudies of the various TTn-?Trrr’o-i + -i ̂ r. +.~ ■>
whether they are at present dSinfaS^reselrch ^
and making it clear to them that they m^ht at a futSe
be approached by this Committee to assist Th^
Departments of the Municipalitiesof jShainesbSga£dLie
Town should axso be approached. The Committee aprped to th<=
proposals on the method of work as out forward, by the Chairman.

(b) Allocation of Workj 

cussed?6 questlon of co-opting the following people Fere dis-

Professor Wagner/ ..



Professor Wagner, Stellenbosch.
Professor de Vos, Durban.
Director of Social Welfare (Mr. Murray) Municipality

of Johannesburg-Professor Irving, Grahamstown,
Professor ^ronje, Pretoria,

and it was left to the Organising Secretary to decide on the 
advisability or otherwise of co-opting these people or in
viting them to become corresponding members. It was sug
gested that those near enough to attend meetings should rather be co-opted.

It was agreed that Dr. Biesheuvel of the National ••
Bureau for Personnel Research be co-opted to serve on the 
Committee, especially to assist with the wording of the various 
questionnaires. In this connection it was pointed out that 
the National Building Research Institute was working on one 
Questionnaire which it hoped to have finalised before the 
next meeting. In connection with the surveys on Native housing 
it was suggested and agreed that Dr. Ellen Hellmann, member 
of the Executive Committee of the Institute of Race Relations 
be co-opted and that she would be asked to work with Mr.
G.I. Nel of the Department of Native Affairs to form a Com
mittee of non-Europeans. It was pointed out in this connec
tion that non-Europeans were getting tired of merely being 
consulted. They should be left free to discuss their housing 
problems and. make recommendations and to participate in th° 
work, of battering the conditions in their oir,n areas. It’ wd3 

that Europeans be giveii“the Opportunity to pai 
cii-ace in the relevant; surveys at the local level, subject to 
the general direction of the Committee outlined above. Agreec 
that the National Building Research Institute contact the" 
people in connection with the detailed surveys of four ar-cas 
suggested. The Chairman would in the meantime «oi-A on suit
able questionnaries.
5* General:

Mr. Koorts asked for a c o p y  of the questionnaire for 
European householders. It was agreed that this be submitted 
to the Sub-Committee for comment.

The next meeting was determined to be held on the 18th 
November at 9.30 a.m.

The meeting terminated at 3.45. p.m.

Confirmed,

CHAIRMAN,
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