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T® clear the a ir  on the position of Congress in Natal,

I wish to state that tho Executive Committee elects*? at PIetermarltsburg 

recently is  the body recognised to lead and conduct African National 

Congress a ffa irs  in the Natal Province.

The so-called breach of the Constitution is merely techn

ical and i f  there has been any c natitutional breach it  i«*n i  to hare 

been made by leaders concerned in the notice caliin* the Conference and 

in the manner the Conference appears to have been conducted. I t  is  the 

leadership and not the people or the Conference who aust. shoulder the 

blame.

My last letter to Rev. A. Mtlmkulu was written after 

Hr. Champion informed me, the presence of Ro t , Mtlmkulu, that the latter 

has already been invited by the new Executive Committee to meet them.

I t  was no recognition of Rov. Mtimkulu as a loader of any 

recognised body. Ho (Rev. Mtircfculu) asked me to *rlte so that ho could 

convince his supporters of the arrangements.

The publication of tie letter, although i t  mifcht have been 

intended to cause political and conetitutional confusion, i s ,  i f  R«v. 

Mtimkulu did not attend the xecutive Meeting he agreed to attend, bad 

taste and a breach of faith.

I t  must be made clear that this decision is not a recogn

ition of Champion over Mtimkulu. Both are friends ef mine. Conpress does 

not belong to eitier . I t  is merely placing the interests of unity and the 

cause of the people in its  proper perspective.

Congress is  nobody's private concern or property. I t  is  a 

mass liberation movement for the people and as such all of us as leader* 

for the time being must bow to the will of the people and work for tho

advancement and the raising of their status.

All who believe in Congress and its  misrion will sink per-

•onalitioa  and support the new Executive Committee as 1 ^  as it  rorks in 

public Interest.

Yours for the {jnlty and Advancement af th#
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